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CONSIDERATION  of  our  LATTER  END, 


AND 

THE  BENEFITS  OF  IT. 


DEUT.  XXXn.  29. 

O  THAT  ThEY  WERE  WISE,  THAT  THEY  UNDER- 
STOOD THIS,  THAT  THEY  WOULD  CONSIDER 
THEIR  LATTER  END  I 

It  may  be  probably  thought,  that  the  principal  in*- 
tention  of  this  wifli  of  Mofes  was,  that  the  people  of 
Ifrael  had  a  due  confideration  of  their  final  rejedion ; 
the  ten  tribes  for  their  idolatry,  and  the  two  tribes  for 
their  crucifying  of  the  Meflias ;  and  not  only  of  that 
ftate  of  rejeftion,  but  of  the  caufes  of  it,  namely,  idol- 
atry, and  rejection  of  the  Meffias ;  which  confidera- 
tion would  have  made  them  wife  and  prudent  to  avoid 
thofe  great  apoftacies  which  fhould  occafion  fo  terri- 
ble a  defertion  and  rejeSion  by  God- 

But  certainly  the  words  contain  an  evident  truth, 
with  relation  to  every  particular  perfon,  and  to  that 
latter  end  that  is  common  to  all  mankind,  namely, 
their  latter  end  by  death,  and  feparation  of  the  foul 
and  body ;  the  due  confideration  whereof  is  a  great 
part  of  wifdom,  and  a  great  means  to  attain  and  im- 
prove it ;  and  very  many  of  the  fins  and  follies  of 
mankind,  as  they  do  in  a  great  meafure  proceed  from 
the  want  of  an  attentive  and  feripus  coiifid^ation  of 
it ;  fo  would  they  be  in  a  great  meafure  cured  b^  i\- 
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4  ^  Of  the  Confideration 

It  IS  the  mod  certain,  known,  experienced  truth  In 
the  world,  that  ali  men  mud  die  ;  that  the  time  of  that 
death  is  uncertain ;  that  yet  moft  certainly  it  will 
come,  and  that  within  the  Compafs  of  no  long  time  : 
though  the  time  of  our  life  might  be  protrafted  to  its 
longed  period,  yet  it  is  tea  thoufand  to  one  that  it  ex- 
ceeds fourfcore  years  ;  where  "one  man  attains  to  that 
age,  ten  thoufand  die  before  it :  and  this  lefture  is 
read  unto  us  by  the  many  cafualties  and  difeafes  that 
put  a  period  to  the  lives  of  many  in  our  own  experi- 
ence and  obfervation;  by  the  many  warnings  and 
monitions  of  mortality  that  every  man  finds  in  him- 
felf,  either  by  the  occurrences  of  difeafes  and  weak- 
neffes,  and  efpecially  by  the  declinations  that  are  appa- 
rent in  us,  if  we  attain  to  any  x:onfiderable  age ;  and 
the  weekly  bills  of  mortality  in  this  great  city,  where 
weekly  there  are  taken  away,  ordinarily  three  hundred 
perfons.  The  monuments  and  graves  in  every  church 
and  church-yard  do  not  only  evince  the  truth  of  it, 
whereof  no  man  of  underftanding  doubts,  but  do  in- 
ceffantly  inculcate  the  remembrance  of  it. 

And  yet  it  is  ftrange  to  fee  that  this  great  truth, 
whereof  in  the  theory  no  man  doubts,  is  little  con- 
iidered  or  thought  upon  by  the  moft  of  mankind : 
but  notwithftanding  all  thefe  monitions  and  remem- 
brances of  mortality,  the  living  lay  it  not  to  heart,  and 
look  upon  it  as  a  bufinefs  that  little  concerns  them  ;  as 
if  they  were  not  concerned  in  this  common  condition 
of  mankind,  arid  as  if  the  condition  of  mortality  only 
concerned  them  that  actually  die,  or  are  under  the 
immediate  harbingei-s  of  it,  fome  defperate  or  acute 
difeafes ;  but.  concerned  not  them  that  are  at  prefent 
in  health,  or  not  under  the  ftroke  of  a  mortal  ficknefs. 
The  reafons  of  this  inconfideratenefs  feem  principally 
thofe: 

1.  That  men  are  not  willing  to  entertain  this  un- 
welcome thought  of  their  own  latter  end ;  the  thought 
whereof  is  fo  unwelcome  and  troublefome  a  gueft,  that 
it  feems  to  blaft  and  difparage  all  thofe  prefent  enjoy- 
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ments  of  fenfe  that  this  life  affords  :  whereby  it  comes. 
to  pafs  that  as  death  itfelf  is  unwelcome  when  it  dr^ws 
near,  fo  the  thoughts  and  pre-apprehenfions  of  it  be- 
come as  unwelcome  as  the  thing  itfelf. 

2.  A  vain  fooliffi  conceit,  that  the  confideration  of 
our  latter  end  is  a  kind  of  prefage  and  invitation  of 
it ;  and  upon  this  account  I  have  known  many  fuper-- 
ftitioufly  and  fooliflily  to  forbear  the  making  of  their 
wills,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  them  ominous,  and  a  pre- 
fage of  death ;  whereas  this  confideration,  though  it 
fits  and  prepares  a  man  for  death,  it  doth  no  way 
haflen  or  prefage  it. 

3.  A  great  difficulty  that  ordinarily  attends  our  hu- 
man  condition,  to  think  otherwife  concerning  our 
condition  than  what  at  prefent  we  feel  and  find.  We 
are  now  in  health,  and  we  can  hardly  bring  ourfelves 
to  think  that  a  time  muft  and  will  come,  wherein  we 
fliall  be  fick  :  we  are  now  in  life,  and  therefore  we 
can  hardly  caft  our  thoughts  into  fuch  a  mould,  to' 
think  we  fhall  die ;  and  hence  it  is  true,  as  the  com- 
mon  proverb  is.  That  there  is  no  man  fo  old,  but  he 
thinks  he  (hall  live  a  year  longer. 

It  is  true,  this  is  the  way  of  mankind  to  put  from  us 
the  evil  day,  and  the  thoughts  of  it ;  but  this  our  way 
is  our  folly,  and  one  of  the  greatefl  occafions  of  thofe 
other  follies  that  commonly  attend  our  lives :  and 
therefore  the  great  means  to  cure  this  folly,  and  to 
make  us  wife,  is  wifely  to  confider  our  latter  end. 
This  wifdom  appears  in  thofe  excellent  eifefts  it  pro- 
duceth,  which  are  generally  thefe  two  :  1 .  It  teacheth 
us  to  live  well.     2.  It  teacheth  us  to  die  eafily. 

I.  For  the  former  of  thefe,  the  confideration  of  our 
latter  end  doth  in  no  fort  make  our  lives  the  fhorter, 
but  it  is  a  great  means  to  make  our  lives  the  better. 

1 .  It  is  a  great  monition  and  warning  of  us  to  avoid 
fin,  and  a  great  means  to  prevent  it.  When  I  fhall 
confider  that  certainly  I  muil  die,  and  I  know  not  how 
foon,  why  fhould  I  commit  thofe  things,  that  if  they 
haften  not  my  latter  end,  yet  they  will  make  it  more 
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un^afy  and  troublefome  by  the  refleftion  .upon  what  I 
have  done  amifs  ?  I  may  die  to-morrow,  Why  ihould 
I  then  commit  that  evil  that  will  then  be  gall  and  bit- 
ternefs  unto  me  ?  Would  I  do  it  if  I  were  to  die  to- 
moiTow  ?  Why  fhould  I  then  do  it  today  ?  Perchance 
it  may  be  the  laft:  aft  of  my  life,  and  however  let  me 
not  conclude  fo  ill ;  for,  for  aught  I  know,  it  may  be 
toy  concluding  aft  in  this  fcene  of  my  life. 

2.  It  is  a  great  motive  and  means  to  put  us  upon 
the  bell  and  moft  profitable  improvement  of  our  time. 
There  be  certain  civil  and  natural  aftions  of  our  lives 
that  God  Almighty  hath  indulged  and  allowed  to  us, 
and  indeed  commanded  us  with  moderation  to  ufe  : 
as,  the  competent  fupplies  of  our  own  natures  with 
moderation  and  fobriety  ;  the  provifions  for  our  fa- 
milies, relations,  and  dependencies,  without  covetouf- 
nefs  or  anxiety  y  the  diligent  and  faithful  walking  in 
our  callings,  and  difcharge  thereof:  but  there  are  alfo 
other  bufmeffes  of  greater  importance,  which  are  yet 
attainable  without  injurinfj;  ourfelves  in  thofe  common 
concerns  of  our  jives;  namely,  our  knowledge  of 
God,  and  of  his  will  \  of  the  doftrine  of  our  redemp- 
tion by  Chrift ;  our  repentance  of  fins  pafl ;  making 
and  keeping  our  peace  with  God ;  acquainting  our* 
felve$  with  him ;  living  to  his  glory ;  walking  as  in 
his  Iprefence ;  praying  to  him ;  learning  to  depend 
upon  him  ;  rejoicing  in  him  ;  walking  thankful  unto 
him.  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  as  thefe,  are  the  great 
bufmefs  and  end  of  our  lives,  for  which  we  enjoy 
them  in  this  world ;  and  thele  fit  and  prepare  us  for 
that  which  is  to  come  :  and  the  confideration  that  our 
lives  are  fhort  and  uncertain,  and  that  death  will  fooner 
or  later  come,  puts  us  upon  this  refolution  and  prac- 
tice to  do  this  our  great  work  while  it  is  called  to-day  ; 
that  we  loiter  not  away  our  day,  and  negleft  our  tafk 
and  work  while  we  have  time  and  opportunity,  left  the 
night  overtake  us,  when  we  cannot  work  ;  to  gain  oil 
in  our  lamps  before  the  door  be  fhut :  and  if  men 
would  wifely  confider  their  latter  ends,  they  might  do 
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this  great  bufinefs,  this  one  thing  neceffary,  with  eafe 
and  quietnefs ;  yea,  and  without  any  negleft  of  what 
is  neceffary  to  be  done  in  order  to  the  common  necef- 
lities  of  our  lives  and  callings.  It  is  not  thefe  that 
difable  us  and  rob  us  of  our  time :  but  the  thieves 
that  rob  us  of  our  time,  and  our  one  thing  neceffary, 
are  negligence,  excefs  of  pleafures,  immoderate  and 
-exceflive  cares  and  folicitoufnefs  for  wealrh,  and  ho- 
nour and  grandeur ;  exceflive  eating  and  drinking, 
curiofity,  idleness :  thefe  are  the  great  confumptives 
that  do  not  only  exhauft  that  time  that  would  be  with 
infinite  advantage  fpent  in  our  attainment,  and  perfed- 
ing,  and  finilhing  the  great  work  and  bufinefs  of  our 
lives ;  and  when  ficknefs  and  death  comes,  and  God 
Almighty  calls  upon  us  to  give  up  the  account  of  our 
ftewardfhip,  we  are  all  in  confufion,  our  bufinefs  is 
not  half  done,  it  may  be  not  begun ;  and  yet  our 
lamp  is  out ;  our  day  is  fpent ;  night  hath  overtaken 
us  ;  and  what  we  do  is  with  much  trouble^  perplexity, 
and  vexation  ;  and  poffibly  our  foul  takes  its  flight 
before  we  can  finifli  it.  And  all  this  would  have  been 
prevented  and  remedied  by  a  due  confiderationof  oyr 
latter  end ;  and  that  would  have  put  us  upon  making 
ufe  of  the  prefent  time,  and  prefent  opportunity  to  do 
our  great  work  while  it  is  called  to-day,  becaufe  the 
iiight  Cometh  when  no  man  can  work. 

3.  Mofl:  certainly  the  wife  confideration  of  our  lat- 
ter end,  and  the  employment  of  ourfelves,  upon  that 
account,  upon  that  one  thing  neceffary,  renders  the 
life  the  moft  contenting  and  comfortable  life  in  this 
world  :  for  as  a  man,  that  is  a  man  afore-hand  in  the 
world,  hath  a  much  more  quiet  life  in  order  to  exter- 
nals, than  he  that  is  behind-hand ;  fo  fuch  a  man  that 
takes  his  opportunity  to  gain  a  ftock  of  grace  and 
favour  with  God,  that  hath  made  his  peace  with  his 
Maker  through  Chrifl:  Jefu3,  hath  done  a  great  part 
of  the  chief  bufinefs  of  his  life,  and  is  ready  upon 
all  occafions,  for  all  conditions,  whereunto  the  divine 
Providence  ihall  affign  him,  whether  of  life  or  death, 
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or  health  or  ficknefs,  or  poverty  or  riches ;  he  is  as  it 
were  afore-hand  in  the  bufinefs  and  concern  of  his 
everlafting,  and  of  his  prefent  ftate  alfo.  If  God  lend 
him  longer  life  in  this  world,  he  carries  on  his  great 
bufinefs  to  greater  degrees  of  perfeSion,  with  eafe, 
and  without  difficulty,  trouble,  or  perturbation.  But 
if  Almighty  God  cut  him  fliorter,  and  call  him  to  give 
an  account  of  his  ftewardfliip,  he  is  ready  and  his  ac» 
counts  are  fair,  and  his  bufinefs  is  not  now  to  be  gone 
about :  Bleffed  is  that  fervant  whom  his  Mafter  when 
he  conies  fhall  find  fo  doing. 

II,  As  thus  this  confideration  makes  life  better,  fo 
it  makes  death  eafy. 

1.  By  frequent  confideration  of  death  and  diflblu- 
tion,  he  is  taught  not  to  fear  it ;  he  is,  as  it  were,  ac-r 
quainted  with  it  afore-hand,  by  often  ^  preparation  for 
it.  The  fear  of  death  is  more  terrible  than  death  iu 
felf ;  and  by  frequent  confideration  thereof,  a  man 
hath  learned  not  to  fear  it.  Even  children,  by  being 
accuftomed  to  what  was  at  firft  terrible  to  thern,  learn 
not  to  fear. 

2.  By  frequent  confideration  of  our  latter  end, 
death  becomes  to  be  no  furprize  unto  us.  The  great 
terror  of  death  is  when  it  furprizeth  a  man  unawares ; 
but  anticipation  and  preparation  for  it,  takes  away  all 
poffibility  of  furprize  upon  him  that  is  prepared  to 
receive  it.  Bilney  the  martyr  was  ufed,  before  his 
martyrdom,  to  put  his  finger  in  the  candle,  that  fa 
the  flames  might  be  no  novelty  unto  him,  nor  furprize 
him  by  reafon  of  unacquaintednefs  with  it ;  and  he 
that  often  confiders  his  latter  end,  feems  to  experi- 
ment 2  death  before  it  comes,  whereby  he  is  neither 
furprized  nor  affrighted  with  it,  when  it  comes. 

3.  The  greatefl  fting  and  terror  of  death,  are  the 
pad  and  unrepented  fins  of  the  paft  life ;  the  reflect 
tion  upon  thefe  is  that  which  is  the  ftrength,  the 
elixir,  the  venom  of  death  itfelf.     He  therefore  that 

frequent.  ^  experience. 

wifely 


if  our  hatUr  End.  9 


mfdy  confiders  his  latter  end,  takes  care  to  make 
peace  with  God  in  his  life-time ;  and  by  true  faith 
and  repentance  to  get  his  pardon,  fealed ;  to  enter  into 
covenant  with  his  God,  and  to  keep  it ;  to  hufband 
his  time  in  the  fear  of  God  ;  to  obferve  his  will,  and 
keep  his  laws;  to  have  his  confcience  clean  and 
clear ;  and  being  thus  prepared,  the  malignity  of  death 
is  cured,  and  the  bitternefs  of  it  healed,  and  the  fear 
of  it  removed.  And  when  a  man  can  entertain  it 
with  fuch  an  appeal  to  Alwiighty  God,  as  once  the 
good  king  Hezekiah  made,  in  that  ficknefs  which 
was  of  itfelf  mortal.     ^  Remember  now,  I  befeech 

*  thee,  O  Lord,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  with  a 

*  perfed  heart  i,'  &c.  It  makss  as  well  the  thought,  as 
the  approach  of  death,  no  terrible  bufinefs. 

4.  But  that  which,  above  all,  makes  death  eafy  to 
fuch  a  coniidering  man,  is  this  ;  That  by  the  help  of 
this  confideration,  and  the  due  improvement  of  it,  as 
is  before  fhewn,  death  to  fuch  a  man  becomes  nothing 
elfe  but  a  gate  unto  a  better  life.  Not  fo  much  4 
diffolution  of  his  prefent  life,  as  a  change  of  it  for  a 
i2j  more  glorious,  happy,  and  immortal  life.  So  that 
though  the  body  dies,  the  man  dies  not ;  for  the  foul, 
which  is  indeed  the  man,  makes  but  a  tranfition  from 
her  life  in  the  body,  to  a  life  in  heaven.  No  moment 
intervenes  between  the  putting  off  of  the  one,  to  the 

{)utting  on  of  the  other ;  and  this  is  the  great  privi» 
ege  that  the  Son  of  God  hath  given  us,  that  by  his 
death  he  hath  fanftified  it  unto  us,  and  by  his  U^ 
hath  conquered  it,  not  only  in  himfelf,  but  for  us^ 
^  Thanks  be  unto  God,  who  hath  given  us  the  vidory, 
^  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  ^ ;'  and  our  victory,  that 
is  thus  given  us,  is  this :  1.  That  the  fting  of  death  is 
t^ken  away :  and  2.  That  this  very  death  itfelf  is  ren^ 
dered  to  us  a  gate  and  paffage  to  life  eternal ;  and 
upon  this  account  it  can  neither  hurt,  nor  m^y  juftly 
afiright  us.     It  is  reported  of  the  adder,  that  when  Ihe 

^  Isaiah,  xxxviii.  3.  ^  \  Cor.  xv.  57. 
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is  old,  flie  glides  through  fome  ftrait  paffage,  and 
leaves  her  old  fkin  in  the  paflagej  and  thereby  renews 
her  vigour  and  her  life.  It  is  true,  this  paffage 
through  death  is  fomewhat  ft  rait,  and  uneafy  to  the 
body,  which,  like  the  decayed  fldn  of  the  adder,  is 
left  by  the  way,  and  not  without  fome  pain  and  diffi- 
culty to  it :  but  the  foul  paffeth  through  without  any 
iarm,  and  without  any  expence  of  time,  and  in  the 
next  moment  acquires  her  eftate  of  immortality  and 
happinefs.  And  this  is  the  viftory  over  death,  that 
:|11  thofe  have,  that  by  true  repentance  and  faith  are 
partakers  of  Chrift,  and  the  benefits  of  his  death  and 
refurreftion,  who  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
light  by  the  gofpel. 

And  now,  having  gone  through  the  benefits  of  this 
wife  confideration  of  our  latter  ends,  I  ftiall  now  add 
fome  cautions  that  are  neceffary  to  be  annexed  to  this 
confideration :  we  are  to  know,  that  although  death 
be  thus  fubdued,  and  rendered  rather  a  benefit  than  a 
terror  to  good  men ;  yet, 

1 .  Death  is  not  to  be  wifhed  or  defired  ;  though  it 
be  an  objeft  not  to  be  feared,  it  is  a  thing  not  to  be 
coveted ;  for  certainly  life  is  the  greateft  temporal 
blefling  iii  this  world.  It  was  the  paffion,  not  the 
virtue,  of  that  excellent  prophet  Elijah,  that  defired 
to  die,  becaufe  he  thought  himfelf  only  left  of  the 
true  worfhippers  of  God  ^.  We  are  all  placed  in 
this  world  by  Almighty  God,  and  ^  talent  of  life  is 
^  flelivered  to  us,  and  we  are  commanded  to  improve 
it ;  a  tafk  is  fet  every  one  of  us  in  this  life  by  the 
Great  Mafter  of  the  family  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
we  are  required  with  patience,  and  obedience,  and 
feithfulnefs,  to  perform  our  talk,  and  not  to  be  weary 
of  our  work,  nor  wifh  our  day  at  an  end  before  its 
time.  When  our  Lord  calls  us,  it  is  our  duty,  with 
courage  and  chearfulnefs,  to  obey  his  call  j  but,  until 
he  calls,  it  is  our  duty,  with  patience  and  contented- 

^  1  KingSy  xix.  4. 

nefs. 
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nefs,  to  perform  our  tafk,  to  be  doing  our  work.  And, 
indeed,  in  this  life,  our  Lord  has  delivered  us  feveral 
talks  of  great  importance  to  do;  as,  namely,  1.  To 
improve  our  graces  and  virtues,  our  knowledge  and 
faith,  and  thofe  works  of  piety  and  goodnefs  that  he 
requires.  The  better  and  clofer  we  follow  that  bu- 
finefs  here,  the  greater  will  be  our  reward  and  im- 
provement of  glory  hereafter.  And  therefore,  as  we 
muft  with  all  readinefs  give  over  our  work  when  our 
Mailer  calls  us,  fo  we  mud  with  all  diligence  and 
perfeverance,  continue  our  employment  out  till  he. 
calls  us ;  and,  with  all  thankfulnefe  unto  God,  ,enter- 
tain  and  rejoice  in  that  portion  of  life  he  lends  us  ; 
becaufe  we  have  thereby  an  opportunity  of  doing  our 
Mailer  the  more  fervice,  and  of  improving  the  degrees 
of  our  own  glory  and  happineis.  2.  And,  befides 
the  former,  he  hath  alfo  fet  us  another  talk ;  namely, 
to  ferve  our  generation  ;  to  give  an  example  of  virtue 
and  goodnefs ;  to  encourage  others  in  the  ways  of 
virtue  and  goodnefs ;  to  provide  for  our  families  and 
relations  j  to  do  all  good  offices  of  jullice,  righteout 
nefs,  liberality,  charity  to  others,  chearfuUy  and  in- 
dullrioully  to  follow  our  callings  and  employments ; 
and  infinite  more,  as  well  natural,  civil,  moral  em- 
ployments, which,  though  of  a  lower  importance  ia 
refpeft  of  ourfelves,  yet  are  of  greater  ufe  and  mo- 
ment in  refped  of  others ;  and  are  as  well  as  the 
former  required  of  us,  and  part  of  the  talk  that  our 
great  Lord  requires  of  us,  and  for  the  fake  of  which 
he  alfo  bellows  many  talents  upon  us  to  be  thus  im- 
proved in  this  life,  and  for  which  we  mull  alfo  at  the 
end  of  our  day  give  our  Lord  an  account ;  and  there- 
fore, for  the  fake  of  this  alfo  we  are  to  be  thankful 
for  our  life,  and  not  be  defirous  to  leave  our  poll,  our 
llation,  our  bufmefe,  our  life,  till  our  Lord  calls  us  to 
himfelf  in  the  ordinary  way  of  his  Providence ;  for 
he  is  the  only  Lord  of  our  lives,  and  we  are  not  the 
Lords  of  our  own  lives. 

2.  A 
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2.  A  fecond  caution  is  this :  That  as  the  bufinefs, 
and  employments,  and  concerns  of  our  life  muft  not 
eftrange  us  from  thoughts  of  death,  fo  again  we  muft 
be  careful  that  the  over  much  thought  of  death  do  not 
fo  much  poflefs  our  minds,  as  to  make  us  forget  the 
concerns  of  our  life,  nor  negleO:  the  bufinefs  which 
that  portion  of  time  is  allowed  us  for :  as  the  bufi^ 
n^  of  fitting  our  fouls  for  heaven  ;  the  bufineffes  of 
our  callings,  relations,  places,  ftations  ;  nay,  the  com* 
fortabie,  thankful,  fober  enjoyments  of  thofe  honeft 
lawful  comforts  of  our  Kfe  that  God  lends  us  ;  fo  as 
it  be  done  with  great  fobriety  and  moderation,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  God,  and  with  much  thankfulnefs  to 
hkn ;  for  this  is  part  of  that  very  duty  we  owe  to  God 
for  thofe  very  external  comforts  and  bleffings  we  en- 
joy K  A  wife  and  due  confideration  of  our  latter  ends, 
IS  neither  to  render  us  a  fad,  melancholy,*  difconfolate 
people ;  nor  to  render  us  unfit  for  the  bufineffes  and 
offices  of  our  life;  but  to  make  us  more  watchful, 
vigilant,  induftrious,  foberly,  chearful,  and  thankful 
to  that  God,  that  hath  been  pleafed  thus  to  make 
ourfelves  ferviceable  to  him,  comfortable  to  ourfelvesj^ 
profitable  to  others ;  and,  after  all  this,  to  take  away 
the  bittemefs  and  fting  of  death,  through  Jefus  Chrift 
wx  Lord> 

^  Deut.  xxviii.  47. 
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WISDOM  AND  THE  FEAR  OF  GOD, 


THAT  THAT  IS  TRUE  WISDOM. 


JOB,  XXVIII.  28.     ^ 

4Kt>  UNTO  MAN  HB  SAID,  BBHOLD,  THE  PEAR  O? 
THE  LORD  THAT  IS  WISDOM,  AN,D  TO  DEPARt 
FROM  EVIL  IS  UNDERSTANDING. 

1  HE  great  pre-eminence  that  man  hath  over  beaft% 
is  his  reafon ;  and  the  great  pre-eminence  that  one 
man  hath  over  another  is  wifdom ;  though  all  mea 
have  ordinarily  the  privilege  of  reafon,  yet  all  men 
have  not  the  habit  of  wifdom.     The  greatell  com^ 
mendation  that  we  can  ordinarily  give  a  man,  is,  thaX 
he  is  a  wife  man  ;  and  the  greateft  reproach  that  can^ 
be  to  a  man,  and  that  which  is  worft  refeuted,  is  to 
be  called  or  esteemed  a  fool ;  and  yet  as  much  as  the 
reputation  of  wifdom  is  valued,  and  the  reputation  qf 
folly  is  refented,  the  generality  of  HMinkind  ^are  ia 
truth  very  fools,  and  make  it  the  great  part  of  their 
bufinefs  to  be  fo;  and  many  that  pretend  to  feek 
.2£fter  wifdom,  do  either  miftake  the  thing,  or  miftake 
the  way  to  attain  it  i  commonly  thofe  that  are  the 
gf  eateft  pretenders  to  wifdom,  aijd  the  fearch  after  it^ 
place  it  in  fome  little  narrow  concern,  but  place  it  fHQji 
in  its  true  latitude  commenfurate  to  the  iiatare  of 
mankind :  And  hence  it  is  that  one  efteems  it  the 
only  wSdom  to  be  a  wife  politici^  or  Aati^Htilau  i 
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another,  to  be  a  wife  and  knowing  naturalift ;  ano- 
ther, to  be  a  wife  acquirer  of  weahh,  and  the  like ;  and 
all  thefe  are  wifdoms  in  their  kind ;  and  the  world 
perchance  would  be  much  better  than  it  is,  if  thefe 
kinds  of  wifdom  were  more  in  faffiion  than  they  are  : 
But  yet  thefe  are  but  partial  wifdoms,  the  wifdom  that 
is  moft  worth  the  feeking  and  finding  is  that  which 
renders  a  man  a  wife  man. 

This  excellent  man  Job,  after  a  diligent  fearch  (in 
the  fpeech  of  this  chapter)  after  wifdom,  what  it  is, 
where  to  be  found,  doth  at  length  make  thefe  two 
conclufions,  viz.  1,  That  the  true  root  of  wifdom,  and 
that  ^  therefore  bed  knew  where  it  was  to  be  found, 
and  how  to  be  attained,  is  certainly  none  other  but 
Almighty  God,  '  God  underftandeth  the  way 
thereof,  and  knoweth  the  place  thereof  2':  and,  2,  As 
lie  alone  beft  knew  it,  fo  he  beft  knew  how  to  pre- 
fcribe  unto  mankind  the  means  and  method  to  attain 
it.  To  man  he  faid,  to  fear  God  that  is  wifdom,  that 
is,  it  is  the  proper  and  adequate  wifdom  fuitable  to 
human  nature,  and  to  the  condition  of  mankind  ;  and 
we  need  not  doubt  but  it  is  fo,  becaufe  he  that  beft 
knew  what  was  the  beft  rule  of  wifdom,  prefcribed  it 
to  man,  his  beft  of  vifible  creatures,  whom  we  have 
juft  reafon  to  believe  he.  would  not  deceive  with  a 
falfe  or  deficient  rule  of  wifdom ;  ilnce  as  wifdom  is 
the  beauty  and  glory  of  man,  fo  wifdom  in  nian  fets 
forth  the  glory,  and  excellency,  and  goodnefs  of  God. . 
And,  confonant  to  this,  David  a  wife  King,  and  Solo- 
man  the  wifeft  of  men,    afHrm   the  fame    truth ; 

*  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom ;  a 
^  good  underftanding  have  they  that  do  his  command- 

*  ments  ^/  *  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 

*  knowledge ;  but  fools  defpife  wifdom  and  inftruc- 
tion  4/  *  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wifdom,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is  under- 
ftandmg^.'     And  when  the  wife  man  had  run  all  his 

» that  which.       ^  Job,  xxviii.  23.       ^  Psal.  cxi.  10.      ♦  Pi  ov.  i.  .7. 
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!bng  travel  of  experiments  to  attain  that  which  might 
be  that  good  for  the  children  of  men ;  in  the  end  of 
his  tedious  chace  and  purfuit,  he  clofeth  up  all  with 
t  lis  very  fame  concluiion :  *  Let  us  hear  the  condu* 

*  fion  of  the  whole  matter,  fear  God  and  keq>  his 
^  commandments ;  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man  *;' 
aid  he  gives  a  (hort  but  effectual  reafon  of  it;  *  For 

*  God  fhall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with 

*  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it 

*  be  evil/  And  hence  it  is  that  this  wife  man,  who 
had  the  greateft  meafure  of  wifdom  of  any  meer  maa 
fince  the  creation  of  Adam ;  that  had  as  great  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  all  things  and  perfons ; 
that  made  it  his  bufineis  to  fearch  and  enquire,  not 
only  into  wifdom,  but  into  madnefs  and  folly ;  that 
had  the  greateft  opportunity  of  wealth  and  power  to 
make  the  exa£te(t  enquiry  therein ;  this  wife,  and  in- 
quifitive,  and  experienced  man,  in  all  his  writings 
ftiles  the  man  fearing  God,  and  obeying  him,  the  only 
wife  man  ;  and  the  perfon  that  neglects  this  duty,  the 
only  fool  and  mad-man. 

And  yet  it  is  flrange  to  fee  how  little  this  is  thought 
of  or  believed  in  the  world :  Nay,  for  the  mofl  part 
he  is  thought  the  wifefl  man  who  hath  the  leafl  of 
this  principle  of  wifdom  appearing  in  him ;  that  fhakes 
off  the  fejur  of  God,  or  the  fenfe  of  his  preferice,  or 
the  obedience  to  his  will,  and  the  difcipline  of  con- 
fcience,  ^d  by  craft,  or  fubtilty,  or  power,  or  oppref- 
lion,  or  by  whatfoever  method  may  be  mofl  conduci* 
ble,  purfues  his  ends  of  profit,  or  power,  or  pleafure> 
CH-  what  elfe  his  own  vain  thoughts  and  the  miftaken 
efUmate  of  the  generality  of  men  render  defirable  ia 
this  world:  and  on  the  other  fide  he  that  governs 
hitnfelf,  his  life,  his  thoughts,  words,  actions,,  ends, 
and  purpofes,  with  the  fear  of  Almighty  God ;  with  a 
fmfe  and  awe  of  his  prefence,  according  to  his  word„ 
that  drives  at  a  nobler  end  than  ordinarily  the  world 

*^CClci.XU.j|S. 
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dunks  of;  namely ,  peace  with  Almighty  God,  and 
i^th  his  own  heart  and  confcience,  the  hope  and 
expeftation  of  eternity,  fuch  a  man  is  counted  a  fhal- 
low>  empty,  inconfiderate,  foolilh  man ;  one  that  car-^ 
lies  no  ftroke  in  the  world ;  a  man  laden  with  a  me-*' 
lancholy  delufion,  fetting  a  great  rate  upon  a  world' 
he  fees  not,  and  neglecting  the  opportunities  of  the; 
world  he  fees. 

But  upon  a  found  and  true  examination  of  this  bu-* 
finefs,  we  fhall  find  that  the  man  that  feareth  God  is 
the  wifeft  man,  and  h6  that  upon  that  account  departs 
from  evil,  is  the  man  of  greateft  underftanding.  t 
ihall  Ihew  therefore  thefe  two  things ;  I .  What  it  is 
to  fear  God :  2,  That  this  fear  of  God  is  moft  de- 
monftratively  the  befl  wifdom  of  mankind,  and  makes 
a  man  truly  and  really  a  v^fe  man. 

I,  Touching  the  firft  of  thefe,  fear  is  an  afFe6kion  of 
the  foul  that  is  as  much  diverfified  as  any  one  affec-*^' 
tion  whatfoever ;  which  diverfification  of  the  affec- 
tion arifeth  from  the  diverfification  of  thofe*  objedls' 
by  which  this  affedion  is  moved.  I  fhall  mention 
thefe  four : 

1.  Fear  of  defpondency  or  defperation;    which 
arifeth  from  the  fear  of  fome  great  and  important 
danger  that  is  unavoidable,  or  at  leaft  fo  apprehended, 
and  this  is  not  the  fear  that  is  here  commended  to' 
mankind.  ^ 

2.  Fear  of  terror  or  aifrightment ;  which  is  upon- 
&e  fenfe  of  fome  great  important  danger,  that  though 
poffibly  it  may  be  avoided,  yet  it  carries  with  it  a  great 
probability  and  immediate  impendency  i ;  as  the  feaf' 
qf  mariners  in  a  ftorm ;  or  a  fear  that  befais  a  man  in 
fome  time  or  place  of  great  confufion  or-  vifible  ca- 
lamity.    And  this  kind  of  fear  of  Almighty  God  is 
fometimes  effieftual  and  ij^efiil  to  bring  men  to  repent- 
ance afeeir  fome  great  diffdeafure  of  Almighty  God 
by  fin  or  apQflacy,'bttt  thil  is  not  the  fed^r  that  is  here^  ^ 
at  leaft  primarily  and  prindpally  meant,  but  thefe  twa 
that-£»llow. 

*  near  apprqach^ 
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3.  A  fear  of  reverence  or  awfulnefs,  and  this  fear 
is  raifed  pnhdpally  upon  the  fenfe  of  fome  objeft,  full 
of  glory,  majefty,  greatnefsj  though  poffibly  there  is 
no  caufe  of  expefldng  any  hurt  from  the  perfon  or 
thing  thus  feared.  TTius  a  fubjedl  bears  a  reverential 
fear  to  his  prince,  from  the  fenfe  of  his  majefty  and 
grandeur ;  and  thus  much  more  the  majefty  and 
greatnefs  of  Almighty  God  excites  reverence  and 
awfulnefs,  though  there  were  no  other  ingredient  in 
that  fear,     •  Will  ye  not  fear  me,  faith  the  Lord  ? 

*  Will  ye  not  tremble  at  my'^pefence  ^  ?'  &c. — •  Who 

*  would  not  fear  thee,  O  King  of  nations  *  ?' 

4.  A  fear  of  caution  or  watchfrilnefs.  This  is  that 
which  the  wife  man  commends.     ^  BkflTed  is  the  man         t* 

*  that  feareth  always  3/  And  this  iu9  of  caution  is  a 
due  care  anc^^^igilancy  not  to  difpleafe  that  perfon 
from  whom  weenjoy  or  hope  for  good ;  the  fear  of  a 
benefeftor,  or  of  that  perfon  from  whom  we  may, 
upon  fome  juft  caufe  or  demerit,  expedl  an  evil,  as  the* 
fear  of  a  juft  and  righteous  Judge.  And  thefe  two  latter 
kinds  ^of  fear ;  namely,  the  fear  of  reverence,  and  the 
fear  of  caution,  are  thofe  that  are  the  principal  ingre- 
dients conflituting  this  fear  of  God,  that  thefe  excel- 
lent men  cbtnmend  to  ils  as  true  wifdom. 

Now  this  fear  ojf  God  arifeth  from  thofe  right  and    , 
true  apprehenfions  concerning  Almighty  God,  that 
do  with  a  kind  of  connaturality  and  fuitablenefs  excite 
both  thefe  two  kinds  of  fear  j  and  thofe  feem  to  be 
prmcqially  thefe  three.  j, 

•B  A  true  and  deep  fenfe  of  the  being  of  God ; 
namely^  that  there  is  a  moft  excellent  and  perfeft 
Bang,  w^h  we  call  God,  the  only  true  God,  the 
Mak^r  oflul  things.  But  this  is  not  enough  to  con- 
ftitute  this  fear,  for  Epicurus  and  Lucian  did  believe 
that  there  was  a  God,  yet  were  without  the  fear  of  him. 

2.  A  true  and  4^ep  fenfe,  knowledge,  and  confi- 
deration  of  the  attribute  of  God.    And,  although  all 

*  Jer.  V.  21.        *  Jer.  x.  7.        a  Frov.  xxviii.  14. 
■  VOL.  I.  c  the 
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the  attributes  of  God  are  but  fo  many  expreffions  and 
declarations  of  hi3  perfection  and  excellency,  and 
thereof  all  contribute  to  advance  and  improve  this 
fear,  efpecially  of  reverence  j .  yet  th?re  ari^  fprne  at- 
tributes that  feem  in  a  more  fpecial  manner  to  excite 
and  raife  this  afFeflion  of  fear,  as  well  tEe  fear  of 
reverence,  as  that  of  caution  and  vigilance :  as 
ijMnely,  1.  The  majefly  an4  glory -of  God,  at  which 
the  very  angels  of  heaven,  that  ai'e  confirmed  in  an 
unchangeable  eftate  of  happinefe,  carry  an  inward,  and 
qxprefs  an  outward  reir^nce.  2.  feut  majefty  and ' . 
glory  without  power,  Js  not  perfe^  j  therefore  the  *  • 
fenfe  and  knowledge  of  the  Almighty^  power  of  God*.  . 
*r4  is  a  great  objeft  of  our  fear.  He  doth  whatfoever  he 
pleafeth,  ail  thiAo^ad  their  being  &om  him,  and  have 
their  dependance  on  him.  •». 

,  3.  The  deep  •  knowledge  of  the  godflnefs  of  God, 
and  that  goodnefs  not  only  immanent  ^  in  himfelf,  but  ' 
emanent  ^  and  communicative.  And  from  this  dif- 
lufive  and  communicative  goodnefs  of  God  all  things 
had  their  aftual  being,  and  from  him  they  do  eijjoy  it. 
Axid  both  thefe  goodneffes  of  God,  the  immanent  and 
emanent  goodnpfles,  are  the  itobleft  exciters  of  the 
Tiobieft  fear,  a  fear  fpringing  frpih'Iove,  and  that  love 
fixing  \ipon  the  immanent  goodhefe  of  God,  which 
IS  altogether  lovely  and  perfefl:,  and  fo  upon  the  ema- 
nent  and  cofiimimicative  goodnefs  of  Gqd,  ag  he  i^  •  \ 
our  benefaAor ;  and  wherever  there  is  Ipve,  ih^re  is 
the  fear  both  of  reverence  and  pautlon.  *We  cannot 
choofe  but  honour  and  reverence,  and  bp  carrful'  t^ 
^^hferv^e  and  pleafe  whatfoever  we  thu3  Ipyc ;  the^ia- 
twific  nature  of  that  which  we  loye  for  its'  own  worth 
.and  perfedion,  binds  us  by  a  kind  of  natyil  bond  or 
.refult  to  i^yprence  and  honour ;  and  the  extiinfip  ema- 
nation of  that  goodnefs  to  us,  binds  us  to  Veverepce 
and  efteem,  and  honour  it  as  Qur  benefador,  by  a 
•double  bond,  yi:?.  firft,  of  gratitp^'e  or  ben^yolenc^.  to 

*  abidine.  *  which  flows  from  God.       . 
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Ijim  that .  commumcjites  this   good ;  feGoixdly,  by  ,a 

bond  of  prudence  and  felf-prefervation,  not  to  difoblige 

l^ira  from  whom  we  h^ve  our  good,  and  upon  whom 

we  have  our  depend;Mice,  Jeft  a  difobligation  fliould 

. .  qccafion  Ilk  fuhftradion  pr  abatement  of  that  good 

- V:  ffom  1^8.     Whercfoever  there  i§  dependance,  as  mere 

•/,.  muft  be  natural  love  to  that  upon  which  is  our  4e- 

■   pendance»  fo  there  muft  te  tecelfarily  a  fear  both  of 

,  reverence  au4  cauUpn,  P^a  upon  ^inciples  of  .felf- 

/:Vlove,  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  to  command  it. 

j^>;i    4.  A  deep  fenfe,  knowledge,. and  confideration  of  the 

.'■'^•divine  omnifcience.  If  there  were  all  the  other  motives 

*%;:;?^f  fear  imaginable,  yet  if  this  were  wanting,  the  fear 

T*>^f  God  would  be  in  a  great  meafure  abated ;  for 

:^;5  what  3ivaileth  reverence  or  caution,  if  he  to  whom  it 

^^.^l  is  intended  do  not  know  it  ?  And  what  damage  can  be 

3  '-iuftained  by  a  negleft  or  omiflion  of  that  fear,  if  God 

'-  'Almighty  knew  it  not  ?  The  want  of  this  confideration 

•  hath  made  even  thofe  atheifts  that  yet  acknowledged 
.  a  Gq4;  fuch  were  Epicurus,  Diagoras,  Lucretius, 
.  Lucian,  and  others  among  the  philofophers  ;  and  fuch 

•  was  EUphaz  his  oppreffon     *  How  doth  God  know  t 
'  ^  and   caja  he  judge  through   the  thick  cloud  ?  or 

'  Pavid's  fool  1.' — ^The  Lord  fhall  not  fee,  neither 
*  fliall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  «/  But  the  all-know- 
ing  God  fearcheth  the  very  thoughts,  and  knows  the  % 
heart,  and  all  the  aftions  of  our  lives.  Not  a  wonl 
in  our  tongue  but  he  heareth  it,  and  knows  our 
I^     thoughts  afar  off. 

S.  A  deep  fenfe  of  the  holinels  and  purity  of  God, 
which  muft  needs  caufe  in  him  an  averfenefs  unto, 
and  a.bhorrerice  of.  whatfoever  is  fmful  or  impure. 
Laftjy,  The  fenfe  of  the  juftice  of  God,  not  only  an 
inherent  juftice,  which  is  the  reftitude  of  his  nature  ; 
but  a  tranfient  or  diftributive  juftice,  that  will  moft 
certainly  diftribute  rewai,rds  to  obedience,  obfervance, 
and  the  f^  of  hi^  name,  but  puiiifliments  to  the  dif- 

*  ^ob.  xx\i,  13.  *  Pwd.  xciv.  7. 

c  ?   *  .  pbedjiejit. 
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obedient,  and  thofe  that  have  no  fear  of  him  before 
their  eyes.     The  deep  confidefation  and  fenfe  of  thefe  ;:i; 
attributes  of  the  divine  perfedKons,  muft  needs  excite- •|i 
both  the  fear  of  reverence  and  the  fear  of  caution,  ot^^i^.. 
fear  of  offending  either  by  commiffion  of- what  may/i7^>, 
difpleafe  God,  or  of  omittmg  of  what  is  pleafing  idM^:.:: 
^im.  .^_  -'i-^^ 

6.  But  althouj^  this  tnotJ|edge  of  Almighty  GodjV;; 
and  his  attributes,  may  juftly  excite  a  fear  both  of  re-^^" 


man  know  that  Almighty  God  is  juft,  and  will  r^^^ 
ward  obedience  and  punifh  difobedience,  yet  if  8^^^^ 
knows  not  what  he  will  have  done  or  omitted,  he  W2it?;?.f 
indeed  fear  to  difpleafe  him,  but  he  will  not  know  V;;- 
how  to  pleafe  or  to  obey  him  :  therefore,  befideff  the  ;> " 
former,  there  muft  be  a  knowledge  of  the  will  or  la\v  v* 
of  God  in  things  to  be  done  or  omitted.     This  law  6j^r:/< 
God  hath  a  double  infcription ;  1.  In  nature  j  and  that;*  ^ 
is  again  twofold ;  firft.  The  natural  rudiments  or  mo^' •  r 
rality  aijd  piety  written  in  the  heart ;  fecondly,  fuch  as  /J 
are  dediicible  by  the  exerdfe  of  natural  reafon  and  ; : -/ 
^  light ;  Tor  even  from  the  notion  of  God  there  do  re-  C^i- 
iult  certain  confequences  of  natural  piety  and  religion,  j-^l; 
as,  that  he  is  to  be  prayed  unto,  to  be  praifed,  that  -f 
he  is  to  be  imitated  as  far  forth  as  is  poffible  by  us  ;   : 
therefore,  as  he  is  holy,  beneficent,  good,  and  merci*    ; 
ful,  fo  muft  we  be.     2.  But  we  have  a  more  excel-    : 
lent  tranfcript  of  the  di^diie  will;  namely,  the  holy;j;^ 
fcriptures ;  which,  therefore,  a  man  that  fears  Gbd^^ 
will  ftudy,  obferve,  and  praflice,  as  being  the  beft  ^ 
rule  how  to  obey  him.     And  the  very  fear  of  God 
arifihg'upon  the  fenfe  of  his  being  and  attributes  wQl- 
make  that  >  man  very  folicitous  to  know  the  will  of 
God,  and  how  he  will  be  worfhipped  and  ferved,  and 
ivhat  he  would  have  to  be  done,  or  not  to  be  done. 

And 
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And  tiherefore^  fince  the  glorious  God  hath  fo  far  con-» 
defcended,  as  by  his  providence  to  fend  us  a  tran- 
fcript  of  his  mind,  will,  and  law,  he  will  be  very 
thankful  for  it,  very  ftudious  of  it,  much  delighted  in 
it,  very  curious  to  obferve  it,  becaufe  it  is  the  rule 
and  direftion  how  he  may  obey,  and  cohfequently 
pleafe  that  great  God  whom  he  fears :  this  word  he 
believes  and  prizes  as  his  great  charter ;  and  in  this 
word  he  finds  much  to  excite  and  regulate,  and  direS 
his  fear  of  God  ;  he  fees  examples  of  the  divine  juftice 
againft:  the  oflFenders  of  his  law,  of  the  divine  bounty 
in  rewarding  the  obedience  tg  it.  Threatenings  on 
one  hand,  promifes  on  the  other.  Greater  manifefta* 
tions  of  the  divine  goodnefs  ^  the  redemption  of  man^ 
kind  by  Chrift  Jefus,  and  therefore  greater  obligations 
as  well  to  fear  as  to  love  fuch  a  benefador. 

n.  And  thus  far  of  the  kinds  of  the  fear  of  God, 
and  of  the  caufes  or  objeds  exciting  it.  Now  ,  letus 
fee  how  it  doth  appear  that  this  fearing  man  is  the  wife 
man,  and  how  the  fear  of  God  difcovers  itfelf  to  be 
the  true,  and  beft,  and  only  wifdom ;  which  will  ap- 
pear in  thefe  particular  confiderations  following. 

1.  Many  learned  men,  confidering  that  great  fimi- 
litude  and  image  of  ratiocination,  in  fome  brutes 
efpecially,  have  therefore  declined  to  define  a  man  by 
his  reafon,  becaufe  of  that  analogical  ratiocination 
which  they  find  in  brutes,  but  define  a  man  by  his 
religion,  homo  eft  animal  religtojum  ^ ;  becaufe  in  this 
they  find  no  communication  or  fimilitude  of  natures 
and  operations  between  man  and  brute  beafts ;  for 
man  is  the  only  vifible  creature  that  exprefleth  any 
inclination  to  religion  or  the  fenl'e  of  a  Deity,  or  any 
exercile  of  it.  I  do  not  ftand  to  juftify  this  opinion 
in  dl  particulars,  only  thefe  things  are  moft  certain  ; 

1.  That  only  the  human  nature  feems  to  have  any 
fenfe  or  impreffion  of  any  regular  religion  upon  it. 

2.  That  the  fenfe  of  a  Deity  and  religion  refulting 

'  '  1  '  Man  is  a  religious  aminaU* 
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fromjt^  is  thef  great  ennobling  and  advance  ^inlj 
perfedionr  of  the  human  nature  ;  3.  That  tafce  aV^ay 
the  fear  of  God^  all  fenfe  and  ufe  of  religion  fall  tO 
the  ground.  So  that  the  fear  of  God  is  the  great 
foundation  of  religion,  and  confequently  the  great 
ennobling  and  advance  of  human  nature  ;  that  feems 
almoft  as  great  a  prelation  ^  of  a  man  truly  religious 
above  an  irreligious  man,  as  to  operation  and  ufe,  a$ 
there  is  between  an  irreligious  man  and  a  brute.  As 
religion  advanceth,  fo  irreligion  embafeth?  the  human 
nature. 

2.  Jufticeis  of  twO;^kinds;  Diftributive,  which  is 
the  juftice  of  a  magiftrate  or  judge,  diftributiiig  rei 
wards  and  punifhments,^avour  and  difpleafure,  an 
due  retribution  to  everyinan  according  to  the  merits 
of  his  caufe.  2.  Commimicative,  which  is  in  all 
civil  tontraOis  and  dealings  between  perfons,  as  deal- 
ing honeftly,  keeping  promiffes,  and  ufing  plainnefs, 
finceritv,  and  truth  in  all  a  man  faith  or  doth.  And 
both  thefe  kinds  of  juftice  are  effects  of  excellent 
.wifdom ;  without  thefe,  ftates  and  focieties  and  per- 
fons, fall  into  diforder,  confufion,  and  diffolution .: 
and.  therefore  thofe  very  men  that  have  not  this  juftice 
and  righteoufnefs,  yet  honour  and  value  thofe  who 
have  it,  and  ufe  it.  And  the  fear  of  Almighty  God 
is  that  which  begetteth  and  improveth  both  thefe 
kinds  of  juftice.  Hence  it  was  that  Mofes,  in  his 
choice  of  judges,  directs  that  they  fliould  be  men 
fearing  God,  and  hating  covetoufnefe.  Jehofhaphat, 
in  his  charge  to  his  judges,  thought  this  the  beft  ex- 
pedient to  contain  them  within  the  bounds  of  juftice, 
to  put  them  in  remembrance  before  whom,  and  for 
whom,  they  are  to  judge.  And  the  very  heathens 
themfelves  were  fome  of  them  ufed  to  fet  an  empty 
chair  in  the  pl^ce  of  judicature,  as  an  emblem  of  tlie 
prefence  of  God,  the  invifible,  and  yet  all- feeing 
God,  as  prefent  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  obferving  all 

'  advancement.         ^  preference.         ^  dcbaseth. 
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the  judges  do ;  and  this  they  efleemed  an  eiccellent 
means  to  keep  judges  to  tljw.  duty,  by  reprefenting 
to  tbem  the  glorious  God  beholding  them.  And  as 
thus  in  diftributive  juftice,  the  fear  of  God  is  a  great 
means  to  keep  and  improve  it ;  fo  in  communicative 
juftice,  the  fear  of  God  gives  a  fecret  and  powerful 
law  to  a  man  to  keep  and  obferve  it.  And  hence  it 
is,  that  Jofeph  could  give  no  greater  alTurance  to  his 
brethren  of  his  juft  dealing  with  them  than  this*^ 
.'  This  do,  for  I  fear  God  ^'  And,  on  the  other  fide, 
Abraham  could  have  no  greater  caufe  of  fufpicion  of 
ill  and  unjuft  dealing  from  the  people  with  whom  he 

*converfed,  than  this,  that  they  wanted  the  fear  of 
God.  *  Becaufe  I  thought  the  fear  of  God  was  not 
•in  this  place 2,'  &c.  The  fenfe of  the greatnefs,  and 
majefty,  and  power,  and  juftice,  and  all-feeing  pre« 
fence  and  command  of  Almigbty  God,  lays  a  greater 
obligation  and  engagement  t^{i  'a  heart  fearing  God, 
to  deal  juftly  and  honeftly,  than  all  the  terrors  of 
death  itfelf  can  do. 

And  if  any  one  can  fay.  How  came  it  to  pafs  that 
the  heathen  that  knew  not,  and  therefore  feared  not 
the  true  God,  were  yet  great  aflerters,  maintainers, 
anid  pra£U£ers  of  all  civil  juftice  and  righteoufnefs 
between  man  and  man  ?  I  fay,  though  they  knew  not 
the  true  God,  they  knew  there  was  a  God;  whom 
.  (though  ^orantly)  they  feared.  And  this  imperfeft 
and  broken  fear  of  God  was  the  true  caufe  of  that 
juftice  and  rigliteoufnefs  that  was  fmcerely,  and  not 
for  oftentation;  praftifed  among  them;  and  though 
,  they  miftpok  the  true  God,  yet  in  this  they  were  not 
-jniftaken,  that  there  was  a  God;  and  this  truth 
had  that  great  prevalence  upon  tliem,  to  do  juftly. 
And  if  that  jmperfe<5t  fear  of  God  in  them  did  Ip 
much  prevail  as  to  mal^e  theni  fo  juft,  how  much  more 
muft  the  true  knowledge  and  the  fear  of  the  true  God 

*  GcD.  xlii.  18.  *Gen.  xx.  !!• 
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prevail  to  advance  rigHteoufiiefs  and  juftice  in  them 
th^t  have  that  fear  of  God  in  their  hearts  ? 

8.  It  is  a  great  part  of  wifdom  that  concerns  a  per- 
fon  in  the  exerdfe  of  the  duties  of  his  relations ;  and 
indeed  it  is  a  great  part  of  juftice  and  righteoufhefs. 
Now  the  fear  of  Almighty  God  hath  thefe  two  great  ad- 
vantages tlierein.  1 .  The  will  of  God  inftrufts  exaftly 
all  relations  in  their  duties  of  thole  reciprocal  relations ; 
and  this  will  of  God  is  revealed  in  his  word,  which  con- 
tains excellent  precepts  of  all  kinds  fuitable  to  every  fe- 
veral  relation.  2,  The  fear  of  God  fets  thefe  direftions 
clofe  upon  the  heart,  and  is  a  fevere  and  conftant 
obligation  to  obferve  them.  And  fo  this  fear  dfj| 
God  doth  effectually  fit,  habituate,  guide,  and  db4| 
lige  a  man  to  the  duties  of  his  feveral  relations.  It 
makes  a  good  magiftrate,  a  good  fubje£l,  a  good 
hufband,  a  good  wifej^t  good  father,  a  good  child, 
a  good  mafter,  a  godSWervant ;  in  all  thofe  feveral 
kinds  of  goodnefs  that  are  peculiar  and  proper  to  i 
the  feveral  relations  wherein  a  man  ftands. 

4.  Sincerity,  uprightnefe,  integrity,  and  honefty, 
are  certainly  true  and  real  wifdom.  Let  any  man 
obferve  it  where  he  will,  an  hypocrite,  or  diffembler, 
or  double-hearted  man,  though  he  may  fhuffle  it 
out  for  a  while^  yet  at  the  long  run  he  is  difcovered 
and  difappointed,  and  betrays  very  much  folly  at  the 
latter  end ;  when  a  plain,  fincere,  honeft  man  holds 
it  out  to  the  very  laft ;  fo  that  the  proverb  is  moft 
true,  that  honefty  is  the  beft  policy. _^  Now  the  great 
privilege  of  the  fear  of  God  is,  that  it  makes  the 
heart  fincere  and  upright,  and  that  will  certainly^ 
make  the  words  and  a&ions  fo,  for  he  is  under  the^r 
fenie  of  the  infpedion  and  animadverfion  of  that 
God  that  fearches  the  heart ;  and  therefore  he  dares 
not  lye,  nor  diffemble,  nor  flatter,  nor  prevaricate; 
becaufe  he  knows  the  pure,  all-feeing  righteous  God, 
that  loves  truth  and  integrity,  and  hate^  lyi^g  2ind 
diifimulatipn,  beholds,  and  fees,  and  obferves  him, 

and 
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and  knows  his  thoughts,  words,  and  a£lions.  It  is 
true,  that  vain-glory,  and  oftentation,  and  reputation^ 
and  defigns,  and  ends,  may  many  times  render  the 
outward  a^ons  fpecious  and  fair,  when  the  heart 
runs  quite  another  way,  and  accordingly  would  frame 
the  aftions,  if  thofe  ends  and  defigns,  and  vain-glory 
and  oftentation,  were  not  in  the  way ;  but  the  fear  of 
God  begins  with  the  heart,  and  purifies  and  rectifies 
it ;  and  from  the  heart  thus  rectified  grows  a  confor- 
mity in  the  Ufe,  the  words  and  addons. 

5.  The  great  occafion  and  reafon  of  the  folly  of 
mankind  are,  1.  The  unrulinefs  and  want  of  govem- 
igment  of  the  fenfual  appetite  or  lufts.  Hence  grows 
jjintemperance  and  excefs  in  eating  and  drinking,  un- 
lawful and  exorbitant  luds;  and  thefe  exhauft  the 
cftate,  wade  and  confume  the  health,  embale  and 
impoveriih  the  mind,  deftfdy  the  reputation,  and 
render  men  unfit  for  induftry  and  bufinefs.  2.  The 
%^  exorbitancy,  and  unrulinefs,  and  irregularity  of  the 
*^  paffions.;  as,  exceflilfeiove  of  things  that  are  either 
not  lovely,  or.^not  dSlrving  fo  much  love  ;  excefs  of 
anger,  which  oftentimes  degenerates  into  malice  and 
revenge;  excefs  of  joy,  in  light,  trivial,  inconfiderable 
matters ;  excefs  of  fear,  where  either  no  caufe  of  fear, 
or  not  caufe  of  fo  much  fear  is :  and  thefe  exor- 
Iritances  of  paffions  betray  the  fuccours  of  reafon, 
break  out  into  very  foolifh,  vain,  imprudent  aftions, 
and  fill  the  world  with  much  of  that  folly  and  difordeir 
that  is  every  where  obfervable.  3.  Thofe  difeafes  and 
diftempers  of  the  mind,  as  pride,  vain-glory,  ambi-' 
tion  of  honour,  and  place  and  power,  infolency,  ar- 
rogancy,  envy,  covetoufnefs,  and  the  like;  thefe,  I 
fay,  are  fo  many  ficknefles  and  cankers,  and  rotten 
ulcers  in  the  mind ;  and  as  they,  like  the  furies  that 
were  let  loofe  out  of  Pandora's  box,  do  raife  moft  of 
thofe  florms  and  tempefts  that  are  abroad  in  the  world, 
fo  they  difeafe  and  diforder,  and  befet  the  mind 
wherein  they  are,  and  make  their  lives  a  torment  to 

them- 
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fee  that  it  be  conformable  to  thofe  laws  and  edids  that 
this  prince  hath  made*  Now  the  great  God  of  heaven 
and  earth  hath>  in  his  holy  word;  given  us  laws  and 
rules  touching  our  words  and  aOions ;  and  what  we 
are  to  lay  or  do,  is  to  be  faid  or  done  in  no  lefs  a  pre- 
fence  than  the  prefence  of  the  ever-glorious  God,  who 
ftri^y  eyes  and  obferves  every  man  in  the  world,  with 
the  veJy  fame  advertence  as  if  there  were  nothing 
elfe  for  him  to  obferve-  And  certainly  there  cannot 
be  imagined  a  greater  engagement  to  advertence,  and 
attention,  and  confideration  than  this.  And  therefore, 
if  the  aftion  or  fpeech  be  of  any  moment,  a  man  that 
fears  God  will  confider,  1 .  Is  this  lawful  to  be  done  or 
not  ?  If  it  be  not,  how  Ihall  I  do  this  great  evil  and  fin 
againft  God  ?  2.  But  if  it  be  lawful,  yet  is  it  fit  ?  Is 
it  convenient  ?  Is  it  feafonable  ?  If  not,  then  I  will  not 
do  it,  for  it  becomes  not  that  prefence  before  whom  I 
live,  S.  .Again,  if  the  thing  be  lawful  and  fit,  yet 
I  will  confider  hovj^it  is  to  be  done,  what  are  the  moft 
fuitable  circumfiances  to  die  honour  and  good  pleafure 
of  that  great  God  before  whom  I  (land.  And  this 
advertence  and  confideration  doth  not  only  qualify  my 
a£tions  and  words  with  wifdom  and  prudence,  in  con- 
templation of  the  duty  I  owe  to  God,  but  it  gives  an 
excellent  opportunity  very  many  times,  by  giving  paufe 
and  deliberation  in  reference  to  m^  "duty  to  God,  to 
difcover  manf;*human  ingredients  of  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence requifite'to  the  choice  of  aftions  and  words,  and 
the  manner  of  doing  them.  So  that  befides  the  greater 
advantage  of  confideration  and  advertence  in  relation 
to  Almighty  God,  it  doth  fuperadd  this  advantage  alfo, 
for  opportunity  thereby  of  human  prudential  confi- 
derations,  which  otherwife  by  hafte  and  precipitance 
in  a£Hons  or  words,  would  be  loft ;  and  it  habituates 
the  mind  to  a  temper  of  cautic^i,  advertence,  and 
cpnfideration  in  matters,  as  well  of  fmaller  as  of  greater 
moment,  and  fo  make  a  wife,  attentive,  and  conli- 
4erate  man. 
'      ^  7.  It 
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7.  It  mightOy  advanceth  and  improveth  the  worth 
and  excellency  of  moft  humane  adions  in  the  world, 
and  makes  them  a  nobler  kind  of  a  thing  than  other- 
wife  without  it  they  would  be.  Take  a  man  that  is 
employed  as  a  ftSitefman  or  politician,  though  he  have 
much  wifdom  and  prudence,  it  commonly  degenerates 
into  craft,  and  cunning,  and  pitiful  fliufning,  without- 
the  fear  of  God  :  But  mingle  the  fear  of  Almighty 
God  with  that  kind  of  wifdom,  it  renders  it  iloble; 
and  generous,  and  ftaid,  and  honefl:,  and  (table.  Again^ 
a  man  that  is  much  acquainted  with  the  fubtler  kind 
of  learning,  as  philofophy,  for  inftance,  without  the 
fear  of  God  ifpkii  his  heart,  it  will  carry  him  over  to 
pride,  arrogance,  felf-conceit,  curiofity,  prefumption  r 
But  mingle  it  with  the  fear  of  God,  it  will  ennoble 
that  knowledge,  carry  it  up  to  the  honour  an'd  gtory 
of  that  God  that  is  the  author  of  nature,  to  the  ad- 
miration of  his  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs ;  it  will 
keep  him  humble,  modeft,  fober,  and  yet  rather  with 
an  advance  than  detriment  to  his  knowledge.  Tafke  a 
man  induftripus  in  his  calling,  without  the  fear  of  God 
with  it  he  becomes  a  drudge  to  worldly  ends,  vexed 
when  difappointed,  overjoyed  in  fuccefs :  mingle  but 
the  fear  of  God  with  it,  it  will  not  abate  his  induftrjr 
but  fweeten  it ;  if  he  profper,  he  is  thankfiil  to  Xj6a 
that  gives  him  power  to  get  wealth  ;  if  he  mifcairy,  he 
is  patient  under  the  will  and  difpenfation  of  the  God 
he  fears  ;  it  turns  the  very  employment  of  his  calling 
to  a  kind  of  religious  duty  and  exercife  of  Ws  religion; 
without  damage;  or  detriment  to  it. 

8.  The  fear  of  God  is  certainly  the  greateft  wifdom, 
becaufe  it  renders  the  mind  fiifr  of  tranquillity,  and 
evennefs  in  all  ftates  and  conditions :  for  he  looks  up 
to  the  great  Lord  of  the  heavens  and  earthi  confider^ 
what  he  commands  and  requires,  remembers  tliat  he 
obferves  and  eyes  all  men  j  knows  that  his  providence 
governs  all  things  ;  and  this  kieeps  him  ftill  even  and 
fquare  without  any  confldfefable'  altefatidn',  whtitever 
his  condition  is.     Is  he  ric%  profperous,  great  ?  vet 
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Ije  cojitjnues  fafe,  becaufe  h^  continues  Jumble,  watch- 
ful, advertent^,  leafl  he  fhoiild  be  deceived  and  trai^- 
lJ)orted  \  and  he  is  careful  to  be  the  morie  thankfiilj' 
wd  tl^e  more  wat(;hful  becaufe  the  conuQ^d  of  his 
/GodL.  aijidthe  nature  of  his  condition,  requires  it.:  Is 
he.  poor,  negledled^  unfuccefsful  ?  yet  he  remains  ftill. 
pati^t,  humble,  contented,  thankful,  dependant  upon- 
ffieXJod  he  fears.  And  furely  every  man  muft  heeds 
ajg^if^^tjji^t.  fuch  a  man  is  a  wifer  man  than  he  wtip  i^ 
^vier  ojianged  and  tranfported  with  his  condition  j  that 
iSf  Ije  he  rich  or  powerful,  there  is  nothing  niore  vaih,[ 
JrQiui,  infolent  than  he  \  smd  again  let  his  con^^on 
jcom^  poor,  low,  defpifed,  there  is-|iothing  uridei: 
i^ven  more  defpondent,  difpirited,  heartlefs,  difcon- 
tent^d^d  tortured  th^  fuch  a  man,  and  all  f^r  the  want 
cf  the. fear. of  Almighty.  God^  which  being  once  pi^ 
iiaip 't^  heart,  like  th^  tree  put  by  Moles  into  tl^e 
Witefa,.  cure's  the  dilbrder  and  imeafinefs  of  all  con- 

9f.  In  a$  much  as  the  true  fear  of  God  is  alwaysf 
in^ngled.  with  the  knowjiedge  of  the  will  of  God,  a^d 
that  will  is  contained  moft  fully  in  bis  written  wbrd^^ 
it  mujp:  needs  be  that  a  man  that  truly  fears  th^  Lord. 
5jnd  Uiftruded  in  the  word  of  God,  the  preceptsth^epf 
^uij  jaefids  be  deeply  digefted  into  his  minck  Now  a^ 
jLliis  word  is  the  word  of  the  ever- wife  God,  and  there- 
fore certwily  muft  be  full  of  mpft  wife  direflions;! 
jb  let  any  man  but  impartially  and  deeply .  confider 
the  jM'ecepts  contained  in  the  word  of  God,  he  fhdl 
affuredly  find  the  beft  diredipns  in  the  world  for  all 
Wnd  of  moral  and  divine  wifdom :  And  I  do  coufi* 
flently  fay,  that  in  all  other  books  of  mpriJity  ther© 
are  not  fo  found,  deep^  certain,  evident  inftruftipn? 
of  wifdpm  (yet  mpft  ftri6J;ly  joined  with  innocence 
pad  goodnefs),  as  there  are  in  this  one  book,  as  woul4 
be  eafily  demonftrable  even  tp  a  rieafonable  judgment } 
but  tjbis  is  ^o  large  a  theme  for  this  pUce. 

IQ.  But.befides  ^  tlii$,  there  is  y^t  4  fecret,  but  ^ 

^  coBsideratc 
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moil:  certain  truth,  that  highly  improveth  that  wifdotn 
which  the  fear  of  the  Lord  bringeth,  and  that  is  this,^ 
That  thofe  that  truly  fear  God  have  a  fecret  guidance 
from  a  higher  wifdom  than  what  is  barely  human  ;' 
namely,  by  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  wifdom,  that  doth 
really  and  truly,  but  fecretly,  prevgit.  and  direft  them. 
And  let.no  man  think  that  this,  i^  a  piece  of  fanati- 
gfm.  Any  man  that  fincerely  and  truly  fears  AI- 
m^hty  God,  relies  upon  him,  calls  upon  him  for  hi^ 
g^Ktance  and  direftion,  hath .  it  as  really  as  the  fon 
hath  the  counfel  and  direcHon  of  his  father.  And 
though  the  voice  be  not  audible,  nor  the  diredion 
always  perceptible  to  fenfe,  yet  is  equally  as  real  as  if 
%  man  heard  the  voice  faying.  This  is  the  way,  walk 
in  it.  And  this  fecret  direftion  of  Almighty  God  is 
principally  feen  in  matters  relating  to  the  good  of  the 
(bill ;  but  it  may  alfo  be  found  in  the  great  and  mo- 
mentous concerns  of  this  life,  which  a  good  man, 
that  fears  God  and  begs  his  direftion,  fliall  very 
pft^n,  if  not  at  all  times  find.  3,  Befides  this  direc- 
tion, a  good  man,  fearing  God,  fliall  find  his  bleffing 
upon  him.  It  is  true  that  the  portion  of  men  fearing 
God  is  ViOi  in  this  life;  oftentimes  he  iTieets  with 
croffes,  affli£lions,  and  troubles  in  it ;  his-  portion  is  of 
a  higher  and  more  excellent  Ilate  and  condition  than 
this  life ;  yet  a  man  that  fears  God  hath  alfo  his  blef- 
fmg  in'  this  life,  even  in  relation  to  his  very  temporal 
condition:  for  either  his  honeft  and  juft  intentions 
aad  endeavours  are  bluffed  with  fuccefs  and  comfort ; 
or  if  they  be  not,  yet  even  his  croffes  and  difappoint- 
ments  are  turned  into  a  blefling  ;  for.  they  make  him 
more  bumble  and  lefs  efteeming  this  prefent  world, 
and  fetting  his  heart  upon  a  better  ^ :  For  it  is  an 
eyerlafting  truth,  that  all  things  fhall  work  together 
for  the  beft  to  them  that  love  and  fear-  Almighty 
God,  and  therefore  certainly  fuch  a  man  is  the  wifeft 

man. 
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1 .  But  yet  further.  Certainly  it  is  one  of  the  greateft 
^dences  of  wifdom  to  provide  for  the  future,  and 
to  provide  for  thofe  things  for  the  future  that  are  of 
greatefl  moment,  importance  and  ufe.  Upon  this 
account  the  wife  man '  admires  the  wifdom  of  the 
ant,  that  little  creature,  that  yet  provides  his  meat  in 
fummer';  and  weMeem  it  the  folly  of  children  and 
prodigals  in  this,  that  they  have  no  profpeft  for  the 
future  how  they  (hall  fubfift  hereafter*  Now  the 
teifdom  of  a  man  thit  feareth  God  difcovereth  itfelf  in 
this,  that  it  .provides. aiid  lays  up  a  good  and  fafe  flora 
•  for  the  future,  and'  that  in  refpedt  of  thefe  three  kinda 
of  futurities  :  1 .  For  the  future  part  of  his  life  ^  2.  For 
th^  future  evil  days  :  ~S.  For  the  future  life  that  is  to 
take  place  after  this  prefent,  fhort  and  uncertain,  and 
tranfitoty  life. 

i.  In  refpeft  of  the  future  time  of  his  life.  It  is 
true  our  lives*  in  this  world  are  butj  fhort  at  bed,  and 
together  with  that '  fhortnefs  they  are  very  imcertain. 
But  yet  the  mai^  fefiring  God  makes  a  aue  and  fafe 
provifion  for  that  future  portion  of  his  life,  how  fhort 
or  how  long  foever  it  be.  1.  By  a  coiiflant  walking 
in  the  fear  of  Qod  he  tranfmits  to  the  future  part  of 
his  life,  a  quiet,  ferene,  and  fair  coiifcience,  and  avoids 
thofe  evil  fruits  and  cotifequences  which  a  finful  life 
produceth,  even  iA  the  after-time  of  man's  life.  The 
i)ruifes  and  hurts  we  receive  in  youth,  are  many  timed 
more  painful  in  age  than  when  we  firft  receiVe  them. 
"Our  lives  are  like  hufbandmen's  feed-time;  if  we 
fow  evil  feeds  in  the  time  of  our  youth,  it  may  be 
they  may  live  five,  ten,  or  more  years  before  they 
come  up  to  a  full  crop,  and  poffibly  then  we  tafte  the 
fruit  of  thofe  evil  ways  in  an  uncjuiet  mind  or  con- 
fcience,  or  fpme  other  four  effefts  of  that  evil  feed. 
All  this  inconveniency  a  man  fearing  God  prevehtsf, 
and  inf!ead  therebf  reaps  a  pleafmg  and  comfortable 
fruit  of  his  walk  in  the  fear  of  God ;  namely,  a  qui&t 

con- 
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cwifcifenc^,  and  an  even, fettle4^-peac€6ibfe  foul.  2.  But  * 
befides  tb&,  by  this  mctans  he  keeps  his  antereft  m, 
^d  peace  with  Almighty  God,  and  ma]pe8  fure  oi  the 
beft  friend  in  the  "world  .for  the  after-time  of  his  life, 
to  whotii  he  is  fure  to  have  accefs  at  all  timcsj  asyd 
upon  all  occafions  with  comfort  and  acceptance ;  for 
it  is  an  infallible  truth,  that  God  Aimighty  never  for- 
fakes  any  man  that  forfakes  not  him  firil. 

The  fecond  futurity  is  the  future  evil  day,  which 
will  moft  certainly  overtake  every  man,  either  the  day 
of  feeble  and  decrepit  age,  or  the  day  of  ficknefs,  or 
the  day  of  death  ;  and  'againft  all  thofe  the  true  fear 
of  God  makes  a  fafe  and  excellent  provifion.    So  that 
although  he  may  not  avoid,  them,  he  may  have  a 
comfortable  pafTage  through  them<;  and  in  the  midft 
of  all  thefe  black  clouds,  the  wimefs  of  a  good  con-^ 
fcience  fearing  God,  and  the  evidence  of  the  divine 
favour  will  fhine  into  the  foul  like  a  bright  fun  with 
comfort,  when  a  man  fhall  be  able,  with  Hezekiah,  to 
appeal  to  Almighty  God,  '  Remember  now,  O  Lord, 
^  I  befeech  thee,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in 
*  truth  and  in  uprightnefs  of  heart,  and   have  done 
*that  which  was  good  in  thy  fight  ^  :^  This  will  be  a 
corflial  under  the  faintnefs  of  old  ai^e,  a  relief  undef 
the  pains  of  fickncfs,  and  cure  of  the  fear  of  death 
itfelf,  which  to  fuch  a  foul  vnW  be  only  a  gate  and 
paffage  to  a  life  that  will  be  free  from  ail  pains  and 
infirmities,  a  life  of  glory  and  immortality. 

3.  I  he  third  futurity  is  the  life  and  ftate  aftei" 
death.  Moil  certain  it  is,  that  fuch  a  ftate  there  will 
be,  and  that  it  is  but  of  two  kinds,  a  ftate  of  everlaft* 
ing  happinefs,  or  a  ftate  of  everlafting  mifery ;  and 
that  all  men  in  the  world  do  moft  certainly  belong  to 
one  of  thefe  two  ftates  or  conditions :  And  as  it  is 
moft  juft  and  equal,  fo  it  is  moft  true,  tliat  they  that 
truly  fear  God,  and  obey  him  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
fliall  be  partakers  of  that  everlafting  ftate  of  blelTed- 

^  Isa.  xx'xviii.  S. 
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nefs  and  immortal  haf^efs :  and  on  the  other  fide, 
they  that  reject  the  fear  of  God,  contemn  and  difobej 
his  will)  flutll,  without  true  repentance^  be  fubjed  to 
a  ilate  of  everlafUng  mifery.  Now  herein  the  trueft 
and  greatefl  wifdom  of  a  man  appears,  that  he  duly 
provides  againft  the  latter,  and  to  obtain  the  former ; 
all  other  wifdom  of  men,  either  to  get  human  learning, 
wealth,  honour,  powier,  all  wifdom  of  ftatefinen  and 
politicians,  in  compafifon  of  this  wifdom,  is  but  vain 
and  trivial.  And  this  is  the  wifdom  that  the  fear  of 
God  teacheth  and  bringeth  with  it  into  the  foul: 
1  •  It  provides  againft  the  greatefl  of  evils,  the  ever- 
lafting  ftate  of  mifery,  and  infelicity,  and  eternal 
death :  2.  It  provides  for  and  attains  an  everlaiting 
eftate  of  bleifedneis  and  happinefs,  of  reft  ai^d  peace, 
of  glory  and  immortality,  and  eternal  life ;  a  flate  of 
that  happinefs  and  glory  that  exceeds  exprefHon  and 
apprehenfion ';  *  for  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard, 

*  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
^  things  that  God  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love 
^  him^,*  and  they  only  truly  love  God,  that  truly  fear 

*  him :  *  And  they  (namely,  that  fear  God)  fhall  be 
^  mine  faith  the  Lord,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my 

*  jewels  V 

And  now  for  the  conclufion  of  this  whole  matter, 
let  us  now  make  a  fhort  comparifon  between  the  per- 
fons  that  fear  not  God,  and  thofe  that  truly  fear  him ; 
and  then  let  any  man  judge  who  is  the  fool,  and  who 
is  the  wife  man.  A  man  hath  but  a  very  fhort  uncer- 
tain time  in  this  life,  which  in  comparifon  of  eternity, 
is  lefs  than  a  moment.  The  great  God  of  Heaven  in 
his  word,  afTiures  us,  that  there  is  an  eflate  of  immor- 
tality alter  this  life,  and  that  that  immortal  eflate  is 
but  of  two  kinds,  an  eflate  of  never  dying  mifery,  or 
an  eflate  of  endlefs  glory ;  and  tells  them,  *  if  you 
'  fear  me,  and  obey  thofe  eafy  commands  that  are 

*  contained  in  the  book  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which 

*  1  Cor.  ii.  ^  Mai  iii.  13. 

*  I  have 
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^  I  have  given  you,  you  (hall  infallibly  attjJh  everlaft-' 
*ing  life  and  happinefs,  and  even  in  this  ptefent  life,- 

*  fliall  have  the  influence  and  prefkice  of  my  fevoiiri 

*  to  fupport,  to  direft  and  blefs  you :  On  uie  oAer 

*  fide,  if  you  refufe  my  fear,  and  rejeft  my  commands,' 
'  and  prefer  the  unlawful  and  vam  delufions  of  thii 

*  prefent  life,  before  the  obedience  of  my  will,  and 

*  perfift  impenitently  in  it,  your  portion  fliall  be  ever- 

*  lafling  mifery.'  And  now  everlafting  life  and  ever- 
lafting  death  being  fet  before  the  children  of  men, 
there  are  a  fort  of  men  that  rather  chufe  to  difobey 
the  command  of  God,  rejeft  his  fear,  and  all  this,  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  feafon,  thofe 
pleafures  that  are  fading  and  dying,  that  leave  behind 
them  a  fting,  that  renders  their  very  enjoyment  bit- 
ter, and  that  make  even  that  very  little  life  they  enjoy, 
but  a  life  of  difcomfort  and  unhappinefs,  in  fpite  of  all 
their  pleafures,  or  be  they  as  fmcere  as  their  own 
hearts  can  promife  them,  yet  they  are  but  for  a  fea- 
fon, a  feafon  that  in  its  longeft  period  is  but  fliort, 
but  is  uncertain  alfo  ;  a  little  inconfiderable  accident, 
the  breach  of  a  vein,  an  ill  air,  a  little  ill  digefted  por- 
tion of  that  excefs  wherein  they  delight,  may  put  a 
period  to  all  thofe  pleafures,  and  to  that  life,  in  a  year,, 
in  a  week,  in  a  day,  in  an  hour,  in  an  unthought  mo- 
ment, before  a  man  hath  opportunity  to  confider,  to 
bethink  himfelf,  or  to  repent ;  and  then  the  door  of 
life  and  happinefs  is  fliut.  Again,  there  are  a  fort  of 
men  that  confider  this  great  propofal,  and  choofe  the 
fear  of  Almighty  God,  and  with  it  eternal  life,  and 
are  content  to  deny  themfelves  in  things  unlawful,  to 
obey  Almighty  God,  to  keep  his  favour,  to  walk 
humbly  with  him,  to  accept  of  the  tender  of  life  and 
felvatfon  upon  the  terms  propounded  by  Almighty 
God :  And  in  the  praftice  of  this  fear  they  enjoy  his 
favour,  and  prefence,  and  love;  and  after  tnis  life 
fpent,  whether  it  be  long  or  fhort,  and  whether  their 
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death  be  liAgepng  or  fudden,  are  fure  the  next  mo^ 
ment  after  deatjx  to  enjoy  an  immortal  life  of  glory 
^nd  happinefs.  Judge  then  which  of  thefe  is  the 
truly  wife  man,  whether  this  be  not  a  truth  beyond 
difpute :  The  fear  of  God  that  is  wifdom,  and  to  de-^ 
part  ^09)^  evil  |s  undssr^^^g* 
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t^OR  i  DET^RMIJik  Hot  TO  KNOW  ANlT  THINO 
AMONO  70U,  SAVE  J^BSUS  dHRiSl*;i  A^Jb  I^IM 
CRUCIFIEDi 

As  the  Underftaiidtng  is  the  higheft  feciilty  of  th^ 
reafonable  creature,  becaufe  upon  it  depends  the  re- 
gularity of  the  motions  or  aftings  of  the  "will  and  af- 
feftions;  fo  knowledge  is  the  propeireft  and  nobleft 
aft  or  habit  of  that  faculty,  and  without  which  it  is 
without  its  proper  end  and  employment,  and  the 
whole  man  without  a  due  guidance  and  direftioat 
*  My  people  perifh  for  want  of  knowledge  i/ 

And  as  knowledge  is  the  proper  bufinefs  of  that 
great  faculty,  fo  the  value  of  that  knowledge,  or  em** 
ployment  of  the  underftanding,  is  diverfified  accord*^ 
mg  to  the  fubjefl:  about  which  it  is  exercifed :  for 
though  all  knowledge  of  the  moft  differing  fubjefts 
agree  in  this  one  common  excellence,  viz.  the  right 
reprefentation  of  the  thin^ ,  as  it  is,  unto  the  under- 
ftanding ;  or  the  conformity  of  the  image  created  in 
the  underftanding,  unto  the  thing  objeftly  united  to 
it,  which  is  truth  in  the  imderftanding :  yet  it  muft 
heeds  be,  that  according  to  the  various  values  and  de- 
grees of  the  things  to  be  known,  there  arifeth  a  diver* 
lity  of  the  value  or  worth  of  that  knowMge  j  that 

»  Hos.  iv.  6. 
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which  is  of  a  thing  more  noble,  ufeful,  precious,  muft 
needs  be  a  more  noble,  ufeful,  precious,  know-, 
ledge,  and  accordingly  more  to  be  defired. 

There  have  been  doubtlefs  many  excellent  under- 
ftandings  that  have  been  converfant  about  an  exad: 
di£qui(ition  of  feme  particular,  truth,  which  though  as 
truths  they  sigriSe  in  a  common  value  with  all  others, 
yet  in  refpeft  of  their  nature,  ufe,  and  value,  are  of  no 
great  moment,  whether  knavm  or  not ;  as  concerning 
the  precife  time  of  this  or  that  paffage  in  fuch  a  pro- 
phane  hiftory ;  the  criticifm  of  this  or  that  Latin  word> 
or  the  like  ;  which,  though  by  accident,  and  by  way 
of  conconiitance,  they  may  be  of  confiderable  ufe, 
when  mixed  with^.or  relating  to  fome  other  matter 
of  moment ;  yet  in  themfelves  have  little  value,  be- 
caufe  little  ufe.  Others  have  fpent  their  thoughts  in 
acquiring  of  knowledge  in  fome  fpecial  piece  of  nature, 
the  fabrick  of  the  eye ;  the  progreffion  of  generation 
in*  an  egg ;  the  relation  and  proportion  of  numbers, 
weights,  lines,  the  generation  of  metals :  and  thefe^ 
as  they  have  a  relative  confideration  to  difcover  and 
fet  forth  the  v/ifdom  of  the  great  Creator,  or  to  pub- 
lic ufe,  have  great  worth  in  them ;  but  in  themfelves, 
thoiigh  they  have  the  excellence  of  truth  in  them, 
and  confequently  in  their  kind  feed  and  give  light  to 
the  underftanding,  which  is  a  power  that  is  naturally 
ordained  unto,  and  greedy  of,  and  delighted  in  truth, 
)houp;h  of  a  low  and  inferior  conltitution ;  yet  they 
are  not  of  that  eminence  and  worth,  as  truths  of  fome 
other,  either  higher,  or  more  ufeful,  or  durable  na- 
ture. 

As  once  Qur  Saviour,  in  relation  of  things  to  be 
done,  pronounced  one  thing  only  neceflary  ^ ;  fo  the 
Apoftle,  among  the  many  things  that  are  to  be  known, 
fixeth  in  the  fame  one  thing  neceflary  to  be  known, 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  him  crucified. 

There  are  three  fteps ; 

L  Not  to  know  any   thing.     Not  as  if  all  other 

*  Luk.  X.  42. 

knowledge 
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knowledge  were  condemned;  Mofes's  learning  was 
not  charged  upon  him  as  a  fin ;  Paul's  fecular  learn- 
ing  was  not  condenmed,  but  ufeful  to  him;  to  be 
knowing  in  our  calling,  in  the  qualities  and  difpofi- 
dons  of  perfons,  in  the  laws  under  which  we  live,  in 
the  modeft  and  fober  inquiries  of  nature  and  arts,  are 
not  only  not  condemned,  but  commended  and  ufeful^ 
and  fuch  as  tend  to  the  fetting  forth  the  glory  of  the 
Grod  of  wifdom.  Even  the  discretion  of  the  hufband- 
men  God  owns  as  his :  ^  For  his  God  doth  inftruft 
'  him  to  diTcretion,  and  doth  teach  him  ^/  But  we 
mud  determine  to  know  nothing  in  comparifon  of  that 
other  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus,  as  the  Apoftle  count- 
ed what  things  were  gain,  yet  to  be  lofe  for  Chrift  2, 
fo  we  are  to  efteem  that  knowledge  of  other  things^ 
otherwife  excellenti  ufeful,  admirable,  yet  to  be  but 
folly,  and  vile  in  companfon  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift.     And  this  requires : 

1  •  A  true  and  right  eftimate  of  the  value  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  above  other  knowledge; 
and  confequently  an  infinite  preferring  thereof  before 
all  other  knowledge  in  our  judgments,  defire,  and  de- 
light :  And  the  preponderation  of  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  above  other  knowledges  excels  moft  know- 
ledge in  all  the  enfuing  particulars,  but  excels  all 
knowledge  in  fome,  and  thofe  of  moft  concern- 
ment. 

1.  In  the  certainty  of  it.  Moft  other  ^owledges^ 
are  either  fuch  as  we  take  in  by  our  fenfe  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  therein,  though  it  is  true  that  the  grofs 
part  of  our  knowledge,  that  is  neareft  to  our  fenfe, 
hath  fomewhat  of  certainty  in  it,  yet  when  we  come 
to  fublimate  and  colled,  and  infer  that  knowledge  into 
univerfal  or  general  conclufions,  or  to  make  deduc- 
tions, ratiocinations,  and  determinations  from  them, 
then  we  fail,  and  hence  grew  the  difference  between 
many  philofophers.  Again,  the  knowledge  that  we 
elicit  4  from  fenfe,  is  but  very  narrow,  if  it  ftand  there; 

*  Isa.  xxviii.  26.    2  pijii,  jy.  7,    3  Jcinds  of  knowledge.     *  draw  cut. 
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for  the  forms  of  things,  the  matter  or  fubftaiice,  whith 
is'  the  fubjeft  of  nature,  are  not  eafily  perceptible  by  ' 
fenfe ;  we  fee  the  colour  and  the  figure,  and  the  va- 
riations of  that,  but  we  do  from  tn6nce  (!)ttly  make 
conjeftures  concerning  tht!    forms,  fubftances,  and 
matter:  Or  they  ire  fuch  as  we  receive  by  tradition, 
whether  hiftorical  or  doftrinal ;  and  the  fdrmer  de- 
pond's  upon  the  credit  of  the  relator,  which  moft  an 
end*  def^eriils  .uj)on  another's  credit,  and  ftJ  vafiilhes 
into  much  uilceitaint}^  unlefs  the  authors  be  very  au- 
thi^itick  and  oy^-witneffes :  And  as  to  matters  doc- 
tifeil.  Mil  that  depends  upon  the  opinion  of  a  ttian,  it 
rijay.be,  deduced  upon  weak  convidions,  crofled  by 
|3erfons  of  as  great  judgment,  and  fo  breeds  uncer- 
tainty, diftra^6h>  and  diffatisfaftion  in  the  knowledge* 
But  in  the  knowledge  of  thrift,  we  have  greater  cfer- 
tainty  than  can  be  foimdin  any  of  all  thefe  other  know- 
ledges,    1-  A  conftant   traditioa  and    reception  by 
millions,  before  he  came,   that '  the  Meffias  was  to 
tome  ;  and  fince  he  came,  that  in  truth  he  is  come. 
2.  The  Apoftles,  £vangelifts,  and  Difciples,  that  wer^ 
purpofely  chofen  to  be  witneffes  of  Chrift's  miracles^ 
dodhine,  fufFering,  and  refurrection.     3.  The  mira- 
cles he  did,  that  are  wdtneffed  to  us,  by  a  greater  con- 
fent  of  teftimony  than  any  one  part  of  any  hiftory  of 
that  antiquity.     4.  The  purity,  fanftity,  and  juftnefs 
of  his  doftrine,  which  was  never  attained  unto  in  the 
teaching  of  the  philofophers,  nor  ever  any  could,  in 
the  leaft  meafure,  impeach  or  blame.     J.  The  pro- 
phecies ftiled  moft  juftly  by  the  Apoftle  a  more  certain 
evidence  than  the  very  vifion  of  his  transfiguradon, 
and  a  voice  from  Heaven  ^  :  And  fo  in  tiiith  is  a  more 
undeniable  argument  than  any  is ;  for  it  is  not  capa- 
ble of  any  fraud  or  impofture.     6.  The  Vvonderful 
prevailing  that  the  knowledge  of  Chiift  had  upon  the 
world,  and  this  not  only  defaSio,  but  backed  with  a 
prophecy  that  it  ftiould  be  fo.     7.  The   admirable 
concordance  and  fymmetry,  that  this  myftery  of  Chrift 

'  generally.  *  2  Pet.  i.  19. 
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makes  in  the  'whole  method  of  the  proceeding  of  God 
in  the  worfd,  as  will  be  eafily  obfervable  upon  the 
collation  of  thefe  ^  things  together :  The  creation ;  the 
fall ;  the  law  ;  the  ftate  of  the  Jews  ;  the  immortality 
of  the  foul ;  the  neceffity  of  a  fatisfeQion  for  fin  if 
pardoned ;  the  types  and  facrifices ;  the  prophecies ; 
thetijeftion  ofthe  Jews ;  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles ; 
tSe- progrefsof  th^ gofpel  to  the  new  difcovered  parts 
of  Ae  world '  fHceeffively  as  dJfcoVered ;  that  a  due 
colledion  beiUff  made  of  -all  thefe  and  other  confidcra«» 
tid«s^  it  will '  appear  that  the  dodrine  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
dBd'him  crudn^d;  ^k  that*which  makes  thedifpenfa- 
tion  ef  G<>&  towawis  the  cWldren-  of  ftien  to  be  all  of  a 
piece,  and  oiie  thing  in  order  to  aaiother ;  Chrift  the 
medisftor,  in  ^^Aioth  God  hath  ^athe^ed  together  all 
things  in  one  2,  made  it  as  6ne  f^ftem,  body,  fabrick. 
8.  Befided  th^:  utideniable  prophecies^  there  bears  wit- 
nefe  to  tos -truih,  •  the  fecret  powerful  witnefs  of  the 
fpirit  of  God  coiwincing  the  foul  of  the  truth  of  Chrift, 
beyond  all  the  moral  perfuafions  in  the  world,  beyond 
the  conviftion  of  demonft ration,  to  believe,  to  reft 
upon,  to  affert  it,  even  unto  the  lofs  of  life  and  all 
things. 

9.  As  in  the  certainty,  fo  in  the  plainnefs  and  eafi- 
nefe  of  the  truth.  The  moll  excellent  fubjecl:s  of  other 
knowledge  have  long  windings,  before  a  man  can 
come  at  them,  and  are  of  that  difficulty  and  abilrufe- 
nefs,  that  as  every  brain  is  not  fit  to  undertake  the  ac- 
quiring of  it,  fo  much  pains,  labour,  induftr)^,  adverten- 
cy, afliduity  is  required  in  the  beft  of  judgments,  to 
attain  but  a  competent  meafure  of  it :  witnefs  the  ftu- 
dies  of  arithmetick,  geometry,  natural  philofophy, 
metaphyficks,  &c.  wherein  great  labour  hath  been  taken 
to  our  hands,  to  make  the  paffage  more  eafy,  and  yet 
ftill  are  full  of  difficulty.  But  in  this  knowledge  it  is 
otherwife ;  as  it  is  a  knowledge  fitted  for  an  univerfal 
ufe,  the  bringing  of  mankind  to  God,  fo  it  is  fitted 
with  an  univenal  fitnefs  and  convenience  for  that  ufe, 

^  ooAparing  these.      *  Ephes.  i.  10. 
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eafy,  plain  and  familiar.  *  The  p(X)r  recdye  the  got 
*^  pel  ^y  And  indeed  the  plainnefe  of  the  doftrine 
was  that  which  made  the  wife  world  ftumble  at  it^ 
:dXi^  thence  it  was^  that  it  was  hi  J  from  the  wife  and 
prudent  ^ ;  who  like  Naaman  with  the  [Mrophet  could 
not  be  contented  tq  be  healed  without  fome  great 
oltentation  j  nor  were  contented  to  think  any  thing 
could  be  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God^ 
unlefs  it  were  fomewhat  that  were  abftrufe»  and  at, 
leail  confonnable  to  that  wifdom  they  had,  and  were 
troubled  to  think  that  that  wifdom  or  do£trine,  that 
muft  be  of  fo  great  ufe  and  end,  ihpuld  fall  under  the 
capacity  of  a  fiiherman,  a  maker  of  taits,  a  carpenter* 
But  thus  it  pleafed  God  to  choofe  a  do&rine  of  an 
eafy  acquifidon ;  I.  That  no  flefh  fliouid  glory  in  his 
fight  ^.  2.  That  the  way  to  lalvation  being  a  common 
tMhg  propounded  to  all  mankind,  might  be  -difficult 
to  none :  ^  Believe  and  thy  fins  be  forgiven.  Believe, 
^  and  thou  ihalt  be  faved.     Believe,  and  thou  fhalt  be 

*  raifed  up  to  glory  ;  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent 

*  me,  that  every  one  that  feeth  the  Son  and  believeth 
^  on  him,  may  have  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raife  him  up 

*  at  the  laft  day*/ 

3.  As  in  the  certainty  and  plaiimefs,  fo  in  the  fub- 
&nity  and  loftinefs  of  the  fubjeO:.  And  hence  it  is 
fhat  metaphyficks  is  reckoned  the  mofl  noble  know- 
fedge,  becaufe  converfant  with  and  about  the  nobleft 
fiibjed,  fubftance  confidered  in  abjirado  from  cor- 
poreity, and  particular  adherents  falling  under  other 
fciences.  But  the  fubjcfl:  of  this  knowledge  is  of  the 
,  higheft  confideration — Almighty  God ;  the  difpenfa- 
tion  of  his  counfel  touching  man  in  reference  to  the 
everlafting  condition  of  mankind ;  the  true  meafure 
of  juft  and  unjuft ;  the  pure  will  of  God  ;  the  Son  of 
God,  and  his  miraculous  incarnation,  death,  refurrec- 
tion  and  afccnlion  ;  the  great  covenant  between  the 
eternal  God  p-^d  fallen  man,  made,  fealed  and  con- 
fin:  v:\i  ill  Cliriii;  his  grt-2t  trcinr?Cuoa  with  the  Father  in 

*  \i..:Ui.  xi.  >.     *  Maiih.  xi.  ^j,     ^  i  Coi.  i.  '2^.     *  John  vi.  40. 
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die  eternal  counfel ;  and  fince  his  afceniion,  in  his 
amdnual  interceffion  for  man ;  the  means  of  the  dif* 
charge  and  iatisfadJon  of  the  breach  of  the  law  of 
God ;  the  ftate  of  the  foul  after  death  in  bleffednefs 
or  mifery :  tbefe  and  many  of  thefe  are  the  fubjedt  of 
that  knowledge  that  is  revealed  in  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  fnch  as  their  very  matter  fpeaks  them  to  be  of 
a  moft  high  natm'e:  the  great  tranfaftions  of  the 
counfdand  adnuniftration  of  the  mighty  King  of  He:v 
yen  in  his  kingdom  over  the  children  of  men  :  fuch 
as  ti&fet  fell  under  the  difcovery,  or  fo  much  as  th^ 
difquifition  of  the  wifeft  philofophers ;  and  fuch  as  the 
very  angeb  of  heaven  defire  to  look  down  into^, 
and  behold  with  admiration  that  manifold  wifdom  of 
God^  which  is  revealed  unto  us,  poor  worms,  in  Chrift 
Jefu^* 

4,  As  the  matters  are  wonderful,  high  and  fublime, 
fo  they  are  bf  moft  Angular  ufe  to  be  known.  There 
be  many  pieces  of  learning  in  the  world  that  are  con- 
verfant  about  high  fubjefts ;  as,  that  part  of  natural 
philofophy  concerning  the  heaven  and  the  foul ;  the 
metaphyiicks ;  the  abftrufer  parts  of  the  mathematicks 
that  are  not  in  order  to  praftice.  But  as  it  may  fall 
out  that  the  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft  is  inacceffible  in 
any  certainty,  fo  if  it  were  never  fo  exaftly  known,  it 
goes  no  farther ;  and  when  it  is  known  there's  an  end, 
and  no  more  ufe  of  it.  Whereas  many  times  fubjefts 
of  an  inferior  nature  are  more  ufef ul  in  their  know- 
ledge; as  praftical  mathematicks,  mechanicks,  moral 
philofophy,  policy ;  but  then  they  are  of  an  inferior  na- 
ture, are  more  ufeful  but  perchance  lefs  noble.  But 
here  is  the  privilege  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
that  as  it  is  of  eminence  and  height,  fo  it  is  of  ufe 
and  convenience,  and  that  in  the  higheft  meafur^; 
as  it  is  a  pearl  for  beauty,  fo  it  is  for  value.  This 
knowledge  is  a  kind  of  catholicon,  of  univerfal  ufe  and 
convenience.  In  reference  to  this  life  :  Am  I  in  want, 
in  contempt,  in  prifon,  in  banifliment,  in  ficknefs,  in 

^  1  ret.  i.  12. 

de^l\\? 
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death  ?  This  knowledge  gives  me  contentcdhefe,  |Af 
dence,  cheerfulnefs,  refignation  of  myfelf  to  his  ifnilt 
who  hath  fealed  my  peace  with  him,  and  ikvour  frosi 
him,  in  the  great  covenant  of  his  Son  ;  and  I  can  Jivt 
upon  this,  though  I  were  ready  to  ftarv^e ;  when  I  am 
aflured  that  if  it  be  for  my  good  and  the  glory  of  his 
name,  I  fhall  be  delivered ;  if  not,  I  can  be  contentdd^ 
fo  my  jewel,  the  peace  of  God  and  my  own  confcience* 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  be  fafe.  Am  I  in  wealth,  l^o* 
nour,  power,  greatnefs,  efteem  in  the  world  i  Thi» 
knowledge  teacheth  me  humility,  as  knowing  from 
whom  I  received  it ;  fidelity,  as  knowing  to  whom  t 
tan^\  account  for  it ;  watchfulnefs,  as  knowing,  the 
honour  of  my  Lord  is  concerned  in  fome  meafure  in 
my  carriage ;  and  that  the  higher  the  employment  i^ 
the  more  obnoxious  ^  I  am  to  temptation  from  withoutv 
from  them  that  watch  for  my  halting,  and  from  with- 
in, by  a  deceitful  heart :  and  in  all  it  teacheth  me  not 
to  over-value  it ;  nor  to  value  myfelf  the  more  by  it 
or  for  it ;  becaufe  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  pre- 
fents  me  with  a  continual  objeft  of  a  higher  value,  the 
price  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  :  It  teach** 
eth  me  to  look  upon  the  glory  of  the  world  as  ruft, 
m  comparifon  of  the  glory  that  excelleth ;  and  the 
greateft  of  men  as  worms,  in  comparifon  of  the  Great 
God.  And  as  thus  in  reference  to  the  temporal  con- 
dition of  my  life,  this  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  of  jfin- 
gular  ufe,  and  makes  a  man  a  better  philofopher  than 
file  beft   of  morals  in  reference  thereunto  ;    fo  it 

glides  me  in  the  management  of  all  relations :  1 .  To 
od  J  it  prefents  him  unto  me  in  that  reprefentation 
that  is  right,  full  of  majefty,  yet  full  of  love ;  which 
teacheth  me  reverence,  and  yet  accefs  with  boldnefs^ 
love  and  obedience.  2.  To  man }  juftice,  giving  every 
man  his  due,  for  fo  the  knowledge  of  Chriit  teach- 
eth me.  Do  as  you  would  be  done  by ;  mercy  to  for- 
gVe;  compaffion  to  pity;  liberality  to  relieve;  £o^ 
iety  in  the  ufe  of  creatures,  and  yet  comfort  in  tile 

*  exposed* 

enjoyini^ 
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enjoying -of  them ;  a  right  ufe  of  the  world,  and  yet  a 
contempt  of  it,  in  comparifon  of  my  hope.  It  makes 
death  not  terrible,  becaufe  a  moft  fure  paflage  to  life : 
Here  I  find  a  way  to  get  all  my  fins  pardoned,  whereas, 
without  this,  all  the  world  cannot  contrive  a  fatisfec- 
tion  for  one ;  I  find  a  way  to  obtain  fuch  a  righteouf- 
nefe  as  is  valuable  with  God,  and  perfefl:  before  him, 
even  the  righteoufnefe  of  God  in  Chrift.  And  here  t 
find  the  means,  and  only  means,  to  avoid  the  wrath  to 
come,  the  terror  of  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  ever- 
lafting  life  unto  all  eternity  with  the  blcffed  God,  and 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  all  the  blefled  angels,  and 
the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect.  Thus  this  know- 
ledge is  ufefiil  for  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come, 
and  that  in  the  higheft  degree ;  which  all  other  know- 
ledge come  fhort  of,  and  attains  not  to  any  one  of  the 
leaft  of  thefe  ends. 

5.  In  Ae  duration  and  continuance  of  it.  Many 
fubjefts  of  knowledge  there  are,  wherein  by  time,  or 
at  leaft  by  death,  the  knowledge  proves  ufelefs,  or  at 
leaft  the  labour  therein  unprofitable  and  loft.  For 
inftance,  I  ftudy  to  be  very  exaft  in  natural  philofo- 
phy,  the  mixtures  or  conjunctions  of  qualities,  ele- 
ments, ajid  a  thoufand  fuch  enquiries ;  what  ufe  will 
this  be  when  the  world  with  the  works  thereof  Ihall 
be  burnt  up  ?  Or  if  it  fhould  not,  what  great  benefit 
would  this  be  to  a  feparated  foul  ?  which  doubtlefe 
fliall  either  know  much  more,  therein,  without  any 
pains,  and  fo  the  labour  here  loft,  or  it  fliall  be  fuch 
a  knowledge  as  will  be  inconfideraple  or  unufefiil  to 
it :  Ajid  fo,  and  much  more,  for  the  ftudies  of  policy, 
methods  of  war,  mechanical  experiments,  languages, 
laws,  cuftoms,  hiftories  ;  all  thefe  within  one  minute 
after  death  will  be  as  ufelefs  as  the  knowledge  of  a 
taylor  or  a  fhoemaker :  they  all  are  dated  for  the  con- 
venience and  ufe  of  this  life,  and  with  it  they  vanifli. 
3But  here  is  the  privilege  and  advantage  that  this 
knowledge  hath  :  as  it  ferves  for  this  life,  fo  it  ferves 
for  that  to  come ;  and  the  more  it  is  improved  here, 
Ae  mc«re  it  (ball  be  dilated  hereafter ;  the  V^gW  tMa.- 
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fure  thereof  I  attain  here,  the  greater  meafure  of  dory 
hereafter.  As  the  more  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
myftery  of  Chrift  here,  the  greater  is  my  fight  and  ad- 
mu-ation  of  the  wifdom,  and  goodnefs^  and  love  of 
God ;  the  greater  my  joy  and  coiAplacence,  and  de- 
light in  that  fight  and  fenfe,  and  the  more  my  foul  is 
carried  out  in  love,  and  praife,  and  obedience  imto 
him :  fo  in  the  life  to  come,  that  knowledge  fliall  im- 
prove, and  confequently  the  fenfe  of  the  wifdom, 
mercy  and  love  of  God,  and  confequently  the  flame 
of  the  foul,  of  love,  and  praife  unto  him,  and  delight^ 
and  joy  in  him,  fhall  increafe  unto  all  eternity. 

2.  As  thus  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  and  hkn 
crucified  excels  all  other  taiowledge,  and  fo  in  com- 
parifon  thereof  all  other  knowledge,  upon  a  right 
judgment,  is  as  nothing ;  fo  the  foul  being  rightly 
convinced  thereof,  fets  a  higher  price  upon  that  know- 
ledge than  upon  all  other  knowledge  befides;  it 
prizeth  it  highly  in  itfelf  and  others,  reckons  all 
other  knowledge  without  it  but  a  curious  ignorance^, 
or  an  impertinent  knowledge,  and  contents  itfelf 
abundantly  in  this  knowledge  thougk  it  want  other. 

S.  Becaufe  that  which  is  of  moft  concernment  re- 
quires my  greateft  diligence  to  attain  it,  I  am  content- 
ed and  greedy  to  fpend  more  time  in  attaining  this 
than  that ;  and  I  will  rob  other  fliudies  and'  difquifi- 
tions  of  the  time  that  otherwife  might  be  conducible 
to  attain  the  knowledge  of  them;  lather  than  thofe  ftu- 
dies  fhould  confume  that  tiiife  that  fhould  be  allotted 
to  this.  My  time  is  part  of  that  talent,  which  my 
Maker  hath  put  into  my  hand,  and  for  which  he  will  at 
the  great  day  demand  an  account ;  and  if  I  have  fpent 
that  talent  in  unprofitable  employments,  or  in  lefs  pro- 
fitable than  I  fhould,  my  arrear  is  fo  much  the  greater : 
If  L  have  confulfied  my  time  in  ftudying  my  prefer- 
ment, honour,  Oi<Hrealth,  in  this  world :  in  ftudying 
how  to  pleafe  myfis^f  with  vaui  and  umieceffary  recrea- 
tions, in  unlawful  ^t  exceflive  pleafures ;  in  unlawful 
and  immoderate  curiofitiesj  which  I  might  better 
have  fpent  in  the  ftudy  of  the  myftery  of  Chrift,  or, 

ibe 
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the  conformity  unto  that  Midll  and  tefbment  he  left 
me,  or  improving  my  intereft  in  him — I  have  com- 
mitted  two  follies  at  once.  1  •  Lofl:  my  talent  of  time 
and  opportunity,  for  which  I  am  accountable,  as  mi& 
fpent.  2.  Loft  that  advantage  which  I  had  in  my  hand 
to  improve  my  intereft  in  God,  and  favour  from  him, 
and  love  to  him ;  and  though  I  have  done  fo  much, 
as  may  perchance  preferve  the  main,  yet  I  have  omit- 
ted fo  much  as  nught  have  niore  encreafed  my  ftock 
of  grace  and  glory ;  and  my  talent  might  have  gained 
ten,  and  at  moft  it  hath  gamed  but  two.  And  furely 
when  death  comes,  the  moft  comfortable  hours  that 
can  return  to  cur  memories,  will  be  thofe  we  fpent  in 
improving  the  true  and  experimental,  and  pra£):ical 
knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  him  crucified. 

4.  Confequently  where  this  knowledge  and  the 
other  knowledge  of  an  inferior  rate  juftle  and  crofs 
one  another,  it  is  the  beft  wifdom  to  fide  with  this, 
and  to  deny  the  other,  to  become  a  fool  that  he  may 
be  wife  ^ 

!!•  Thus  concerning  the  firft  confideration, — I  de- 
termined not  to  know  any  thing, — viz.  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  of  this  knowledge  of  Chrift,  nothing  rather  than 
not  that,  fave  Chrift  Jefus.  And  truly  well  might  the 
Apoftle  make  all  other  knowledge  give  place  to  this ; 
1  ft,  for  the  excellency  of  it,  whereof  before :  2dly ,  for 
the  amplitude  and  compafs  of  it ;  for  though  it  be  ib  ex- 
cellent, that  a  fmall  dram  of  it  is  fuiEcient  to  heal  and 
fave  a  foul,  if  it  be  a  right  knowledge,  as  is  before  ob- 
ferved,  yet  it  is  fo  large  that  when  the  beft  knowledge 
hath  gone  as  far  as  it  can,  yet  there  is  ftill  aliquid 
uliraK  One  confideration  of  it,  even  the  love  of 
God,  hath  a  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height, 
paffing  knowledge  3,  and  yet  there  be  other  depths  and 
heights  in  it  than  this ;  fo  that  well  m^ht  the  Apoftle 
conclude  as  he  doth,  ^  Without  cootrovcrfy  great  is 

*  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God  manifeft  in  the  flefh  •*.' 
Therefore  for  the  prefent  we  Ihall  confider : 

^  I  Cor.  iii.  iti.     *  gomctbing  further  to  acquire.  ^Epb.  iii.  18.  IQ, 

*  Tioi.  iii.  16. 
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1.  The  wonderful  wifdoiri  of  God  in  contriving  and 
ordering  the  redemption  of  niankind  by  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
and  it'  is  manifefted  in  thefe  pafticulars  among  others : 
1.  Though  he  made  man  the  eminenteft  of  all  his  vi- 
lible  creatures,  for  a  moft  eminent  manifeftation  of  his 
power  and  glory,-  and  to  be  partaker  of  everlaiting 
bleffednefs,  and  yet  in  his  eternal  counfel  relolved  to 
leave  him  in  the  hands  of  his  own  liberty,  and  did  moft 
certainly  forefee  that  he  would  fell ;  yet  he  did  fub^^ 
llitute  and  provide,  even  from  the  lame  eternity,  a 
means  whereby  he  might  reftore  the  honour  and  glory 
of  his  creature,  and  his  creature  to  the  bleffednefs  and 
the  vifion  of  his  creation.     2,  That  he  fo  ordered  the 
means  of  man's  redemption,  that  a  greater  glory  came 
even  by  that  redemption,  than  if  a  man  had  never 
fallen,  and  a  greater  benefit  to  mankind  ^ :  for  the 
latter  is  apparent,  that  if  there  had  been  no  mediator 
fent,  the  l6aft  fin  that  any  of  the  fons  of  men  had 
committed,  had  been  inexorably  fatal  to  them,,  with- 
out any  means  of  pardon  :  and  as  Adam,  though  in 
his  fiill  liberty  and  power,  was  mifled  by  temptation, 
fo  might  he  have  been,  or  any  of  his  polterity,  though 
he  had  flood  that  fhock  which  ii^x'  is  admirably  pro- 
vided agiSnft,  by  the  fatisfaftioriPr  Clirift  Jefus :  and 
as  thus  it*  is  better  with  the  children  of  men,  fo  the 
glory  of  God  is  wonderfully  advanced  by  it ;  for  if  a 
man  had  flood  in  his. innocence,  God  had  had  only 
the  glory  of  his  juftice  in  rewarding  him ;  or  if  he,  had 
fallen,  the  glory  of  his  juftice  in  punifliing  him :  but 
there  had  been  no  room  for  that  glorious  attribute  of 

»  The  Author  seems  here  to  fail  hi  that  sound  rcasonini?,  Athich  dis- 
finpfuislies  his  writings.  He  asserts  that  a  greater  benefit  came  to 
jTiiin  by  redemption,  than  if  a  man  had  titvtr  fulltn  ;  and  he  says, 
this  is  appareiit  j  fi)r  if  there  had  been  no  Mediator  sent,  the  Unst  ain 
that  any  of  the  sotis  of  men  htui  rommitttdt  had  been  inexorably  fbral 
to  them*  without  aOt«ineans  of  pardon.  Instead  of  making  good  his 
proposition,  he  only,. i^roves  this,  which  is  indisputal^le,  that  greater 
Dcnefit  came  to  fallen  inan  by  redemption  than  could  have  been  de- 
rived to  him  without  it^  How  far  we  should  have  been  in  a  better  or« 
woi^e  state,  ifwt  had  nettrfalleny  than  we  arc  in  by  means  of  redemp* 
tir)n,  is  a  point  not  wortli  the  discussion.  The  u;rand  question  is,  what 
are  the  benefits  Me  derive*  circumstanced  a&  wc  ymt^  arc,  irora  the 
rcdempxioxi  by  Christ  ? 

his 
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»  mere,  in  forgiviig,  ^hou,  ™Woh  «j  hfe  purity, 
truth  and  juftice ;  that  glorious  attribute  by  which  he 
fo  often  procldmeth  hmifeif— '  The  Lord,  the  Lord. 
'  God,  merciful,  gracious,  long-fuffering,  abundant  in. 
y  goodnefs  and  truths  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands^ 

*  forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgreffion  and  fin,  and  that  will ; 
^  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  i.*     8.  That  he  fo 
wonderfully  ordered  the  redemption  of  man,  that  all 
his  attributes  were  preferved  inviolable:  his  truth, 

*  The  day  thou  eateit  thou  fhalt  die ;'  his  juftice,  yet  his 
mercy ;  his  love  to  his  creatures,  yet  his  hatred  to 
fin.— His  fon  fhall  die  to  fatisfy  his  truth  and  juftice, 
yet  the  finner  fliall  live  to  fatisfy  his  mercy  :  the  fin 
fhall  be  punifhed  to  juflify  his  purity  ;  yet  his  creature 
fhall  be  faved,  to  manifeft  his  love  and  goodnefs. 
And  thus  his  wifdom  over-ruled  fin,  the  worft  of 
evils,-  to  the  improvement  of  his  glory,  and  the  good 
of  his  creature.  4.  His  wifdom  is  manifefted  in  this, 
that  by  the  redemption  of  man,  all  thofe  ways  of  his 
adminifhration  before  the  coming  of  Chrift,  do  now 
appear  to  be  excellently  ordered  to  the  redemption  of 
man,  and  the  making  of  it  the  more  effedhial :  the 
giving  of  a.  fevere  and  yet  moft  juft  law,  which  was 
impoflible  for  us  to  fulfil,  fhews  us  the  wretchednefs 
€f  our  condition ;  our  inability  to  fulfil  what  was  juft 
in  God  to  require  2,  fhews  us  the  necefCty  of  a  Sa« 
vioiu',  drives  us  to  him,  and  makes  this  city  of  re- 
fuge grateful  and  acceptable  ;  and  mak;:s  usfet  a  value 
upoii  that  mercy,  which  fo  opportunely  and  ,mercifully 
provided  a  facrifice  for  us  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
a  righteoufhefs  for  us  in  the  merits  of  Chrift,  and  a 
mediator  for  us  in  the  intercefiion  of  Chrift :  and  by 
this  means  alfo  all  thofe  facrifices,  and  ceremonies, 
and  obfervations  enjoined  in  the  Levitical  law,  which 

*  Exod.  xx3d V.  6. 

•  ITiis  expression  must  I  conceive  be  greatly  qualified,  if  we  would 
neconcile  the  perfectloas  of  God.  He  requires  not  impossibilities  of 
u«,  or  he  could  not  be  just.  He  hath  proposed  to  us  a  law  of  righte- 
oiiiness,  which,  by  the  assistance  of  his  grace,  we  arc  able  to  fulfil : 
lie  deals  with  us  as  reasonable  beings,  and  will  demand  of  us  an  ac- 
count of  that  only  which  lie  gives  us  the  pow«r  to  perfbxm. 

.  VOL.  I.  s  carried 
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carried  not  in  themfelves  i,  clear  reafon  of  their  infti- 
turion,  are  now  by  the  fending  of  Chrift  tendered 
flgnificant.  5.  The  wifdom  of  God  is  magnified  and 
advanced  in  this ;  in  fulfilling  the  prophecies  of  the 
fending  the  Meflias  to  fatisfy  for  the  fins  of  mankind, 
againft  all  the  o^pofitions  and  cafualties  and  contin- 
gencies, that  without  an  over-ruling  wifdom  and 
guidance  might  have  difappointed  it.  And  tWs  done, 
m  that  perfedtion,  that  not  one  circumflance  of  time, 
place,  perfon,  concomitants,  fliould  or  did  fail  in  it : 
aaid  io  bearing  witnefs  to  the  infinite  truth,  power, 
and  wifdom  of  God  in  bringing  about  his  counfels  in 
thdr  perfedion,  touching  this  great  bufmefs  of  the 
redemption  of  man,  which  was  the  very  end  why  he 
was  created  and  placed  upon  the  earth  ;  and  managing 
die  villany  of  men,  and  the  craft  and  malice  of  fatan, 
t6  bring  about  the  greateft  blelTmg  that  was  or  could 
be  provided  for  mankind,  befides,  and  above,  and 
againfl  the  intention  of  the  inftrument.     *  Him  being 

*  delivered  by  the  determinate  counfel  and  forduiow- 

*  ledge  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands 

*  hive  crucified  and  flain  ^.*  6.  The  unfearchable  wif+ 
dom  of  God  is  manifeded  in  that  he  prodded  fuch  a 
mediator  that  was  fit  for  fo  great  a  work.  Had  all  the 
world  confnlted  that  God  mufl  fuffer,  it  had  been  im» 
pofGble ;  and  had  all  the  world  contrived  that  any 
man,  or  all  the  men  in  the  world  fhould  have  been  a 
fet^dory  facgfice  for  any  one  fm,  it  had  been  de« 
ikietit.  Here  is  then  the  wonderful  comifel  of  the 
td^  high  God ;  '&e  facrifice  that  is  appointed  fhali 
te  fo  ordered,  that  God  and  man  ihall  be  conjoined 
ih  ohe  perfbn ;  that  fo,  as  man,  he  might  become  a 
fecrifice  for  fih  ;  and  as  God,  that  he  might  give  a 
value  to  the  facrifice.  And  this  is  the  great  myftery  of 
godlinefs,  God  manifcfted  in  the  flefli. 

2.  The  ^dnderful  love  of  God  to  mankind.  1*  In 
thinking  upon  poor  finful  creatures,  to  contrive  a  way 
for  a  pardon  for  us,  and  refcuing  us  from  that  curie 
which  we  had  juftly  deferved.     2,  Thinking  of  us  fof 

]  Acts  ii.  23. 
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our  good,  when  we  fought  it  not,  thought  not  of  it. 
S.  When  we  were  enemies  againft  God,  and  againft 
his  very  being.  4.  Thinking  of  us  not  only  for  a 
pardon,  but  to  provide  for  us  a  ftate  of  glory  and 
bleffednefs.  5.  When  that  was  not  be  obtained,  faving 
his  truth  and  juftice,  without  a  miraculous  mediator, 
confifting  of  the  divine  and  human  nature  united  in 
one  perfpn,  in  the  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Here  was  love  and  goodnefs  of  the  greateft  magnitude 
that  evei*  was,  or  ever  Ihall  be  heard  of,  and  fufficient 
to  conquer  our  hearts  into  admiration  and  aftonilhment. 
But  yet  it  refts  not  here.  '  As  God  fo  loved  the  world, 

*  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever 

*  believeth  in  him,  fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 

*  lafting  life  i.'  So  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  was 
not  behind  in  this  wonderful  love.  No  fooner  (as  we 
may  with  reverence  fay)  was  the  counfel  of  the  Father 
propounded  for  the  fending  of  his  Son,  but  prefently 
the  Son  faith,  *  Lo,  I  come  2.'  And  now  we  will 
confider  upon  what  terms  he  muft  come,  or  elfe  the 
redemption  of  mankind  muft  die  for  ever  s.  1 .  H6 
muft  come  and  empty  himfelf  of  his  glory,  of  his  per- 
fonal  majefty,  and  take  our  nature,  yet  without  fin ; 
he  muft  go  through  the  natural  infirmities  of  infancy 
and  childhood.  2.  And  not  only  muft  he  undergo 
this  abafement,  but  he  muft  undergo  the  condition  of 
a  mean,  a  low  birth,  bom  of  a  poor  virgin,  in  a  ftable, 
laid  in  a  manger,  under  the  reputation  pf  a  carpenter's 
fon.  3.  And  not  only  thus,  but  as  foon  as  he  was 
bom,  muft  ufe  the  care  of  his  mother  to  fhift  for  his 
life  away  to  Egypt,  to  prevent  the  jealoufy  and  fury 
of  Herod.  4.  And  when  grown  up  to  youth,  he  muft. 
undergo  the  form  of  a  fervant,  become  a  poor  car- 
penter to  work  for  his  living,  without  any  patrimony, 
or  fo  much  as  a  houfe  to  cover  him,  5.  He  comes 
abroad  into  the  world  to  exercife  the  miniftry,  and 
the  prologue  of  his  own  .tragedy ;  ftill  J)oor,  defpifed 
of  his  own   countrymen, '  and  of  thofe'  that  were  of 

*  John  4il.  ^16.    '  Psal.  xliii.  7.  Heb.  x.  7.    '  must  be  of  no  avail. 
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.reputation  for  learning  and  piety,  fcandalized  under 

the  name  of  an  impofter,  a  winebibbef,  a  friend  to 

'  publicans  and  finners,  a  worker  by  the  devil,  mad, 

'and  poffeflfed  with  a  devil.     Thefe  and  the  like  were 

'his  entertainments  in  the  world,  and,  which  is  more, 

'often  put  to  fhift  for  his  life ;  and  in  fum,  what  the 

prophet   predifted    concerning   him    fulfilled '  to   the 

'utmoft — *  Defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men,  a   man  of 

^  forrows  and  acquainted  with  grief  ^ ; '  and  all  this  to 

"befal  the  eternal  Son  of  God  under  the  veil  of  our 

'flefh.     And  all  this  voluntarily  undertaken,  and  chear- 

*^^fully  undergone,  even  for  the  fake  of  his  enemies, 

'and  thofe  very  people  from  whom  he  received  indig- 

*nities. 

III.  But  all  thefe  were  but  like  fmall  velitations  2  and 
conflifts  preparatory  to  the  main  battle.      We  there- 
Tore  conxe  to  the  third    confideration — Chrift  Jefus, 
*and  him  crucified ;  there  is  the  account  of  the  text : 
^as  Chrift  Jefus  is  the  moft  worthy  fubjeft  of  all  laiow- 
ledge,  fo   Chrift  Jefus,  under  this  confideration,  as 
crucified^  is  that  which  is  the  fuUeft  of  wonder,  admira- 
tion, love :  and  therefore  let  us  now  take  a  furvey  of 
,'  Chriji  Jefus  crucified :  as  that  is  the  higheft  manifefta- 
tion  of  his  love,  fo  it  is  the  eye,  the  life  of  the  text : 
Chrift  above  all  other  knowledge,  and  Chrift  crucified 
above  all  other  laiowledge  of  Chrift. 

And  now  a  man  upon  the  firft  view  would  think 

'this  kind  of  knowledge,  fo  much  here  valued,  were  a 

'  ftrange  kind  of  knowledge,  and  the  prelation  of*  this 

knowledge  a  ftrange  miftake  in  the  apoftle.     1 .  Cru- 

.  cified :  Death  is  the  corruption  of  nature  :  and  fuch  a 

kind  of  death  by  crucifixion,  the  worft,  the  vileft  of 

deaths,  carrying  in  it  the  punifliment  of  the  loweft 

'  condition  ot  men,  and  for  the  worft  of  offences ;  and 

;yet,  that  death,  and  fuch  a  death,  ftiould  be  the  ambi- 

"tion  of  an  apoftle^s  knowledge,  is  wonderful.  2.  Chrift 

\  crucified,  carries  in  it  a  feeming  excefs  of  incongruity ; 

that  he,  that  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  ftiould  take 

^  Isaiah,  liii.  S.         *  slight  skirmishes. 
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upon  him  our -nature,  and  in  that  nature  anointed  and 
confecrated  by  the  Father,  full  of  innocence,  purity, 
goodnefs,  fhould  die,  and  that  by  fuch  a  death,  and . 
fo  unjuftly  !  Could  this  be  fubjed:  or  matter  of  know- 
ledge fo  defirable,  as  to  be  preferred  before  all  other 
knowledge  ?  which  fhould  rather  feem  to  be  a  matter 
of  fo  much  horror,  fo  much  indignation,  that  a  man 
might  think  it  rather  fit  to  be  forgotten,  than  to  be 
aflPeded  to  be  known.  3.  Jefus  crucified.  A  Saviour, 
and  yet  to  be  crucified  ;  it  feems  to  blaft  the  expefta- 
tion  of  falvation,  when  the  captain  of  it  muft  die,  be 
flain,  be  crucified ;  it  carries  in  it  a  kind  of  viftory  of 
death  and  hell,  over  our  falvation,  when  the  inftru- 
ment  thereof  muft  fuifer  death,  and  fuch  a  death. 
When  the  birth  of  Chrift  was  proclaimed,  indeed  it 
was  a  matter  of  joy,  and  worth  the  proclamation  of 
angels.  '  To  you  is  born  this  day  a  Saviour,  which 
^  is  Chrift  the  Lord  ','  and  can  the  death  of  that  Sa- 
viour be  a  thing  defirable  to  be  known  ?  The  birth  of 
Chrift  feemed  to  be  the  rifing  fun,  that  fcattered  light, 
hope  and  comfort  to  all  nations ;  but  can  the  fetting 
of  this  fun,  in  fo  dark  a  cloud  as  the  crofs,  be  the 
choiceft  piece  of  knowledge  of  him  ?  which  feems  as 
it  were  to  ftrarigle  and  ftifle  our  hopes ;  and  puts  us  as 
it  were  upon  the  expoftulation  of  the  difinayed  difci- 
ples  ;  '  But  we  trufted  it  had  been  he  which  ftiould 
*  have  redeemed  Ifrael  ^.' 

But  for  all  this,  this  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  cru- 
cified will  appear  to  be  the  moft  excellent,  comfortable, 
ufefiil  knowledge  in  the  world,  if  we  Ihall  confider 
thefe  particulars :  1 .  Who  it  was  that  fufFered.  2.  What 
he  fuffered.  3.  From  whom.  4.  How  he  fuftered. 
5.  For  whom  he  fufFered.  6.  Why,  and  upon  what 
motive.  7.  For  what  end  he  fufFered.  8.  What  ar^ 
the  fruits  and  benefits  that  accrue  by  that  fuftering. 
All  thefe  confi  derations  are  wrapt  up  in  this  one  fub- 
jefl: — Chrift  Jefus  and  him  crucified. 

*  Luke  ii.  12.     *Lukexxiv.  2K 
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1.  Who  It  was  that  thus  fuffered.  It  was  Chrifl: 
Jefus  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  cloathed  in  our  flefli  ; 
God  and  Man  united  in  one  perfon ;  his  manhood 
giving  him  a  capacity  of  fufFering  ;  and  his  Godhead 
giving  a  value  to .  that  fufFering ;  and  each  nature 
united  in  one  perfon  to  make  a  compleat  redeemer ; 
the  heir  of  all  things  ^  The  prince  of  life  ^.  The 
light  that  lighteneth  every  man  that  comes  iiito  the 
worH  3.  As  touching  his  divine  nature,  God  over  all, 
bleffed  for  ever  * ;  and  as  touching  his  human  nature, 
fiill  of  grace  and  truth  ^.  And  in  both  the  beloved 
Son  of  the  eternal  God,  in  whom  he  proclaimed  him- 
felf  well  pleafed  ^.  But  could  no  other  perfoii  be 
found,  that  might  fufFer  for  the  fins  of  man,  but  the 
Son  of  God  ?  Or  if  the  bufinefs  of  our  falvation  muft 
be  tranfafted  by  him  alone,  could  it  not  be  without 
fufFering,  and  fuch  fufFering  as  this  ?  No.  As  there 
was  no  other  name  given  under  heaven,  by  which  we 
might  be  faved,  nor  was  there  any  found  befides  in  the 
compafs  of  the  whole  world,  that  could  expiate  for  one 
fm  of  man  ;  but  it  mufl  be  the  arm  of  the  Almighty 
that  mufl  bring  falvation  7 ;  fo  if  the  bleiFed  Son  of 
God  will  undertake  the  bufinefs,  and  become  captain 
of  our  falvation,  he  mufl  be  made  perfeft  by  fufFenng  ®. 
And  if  he  will  ftand  inflead  of  man,  he  mufl  bear  the 
wrath  of  his  Father  :  if  he  will  become  fin  for  man, 
though  he  knew  no  fin,  he  mufl  become  a  curfefor 
man.  And  doubtlefs  this  great  myfl:ery  of  the  perfon 
that  fuffered,  cannot  choofe  but  be  a  very  high  and  ex- 
cellent fubjedl  of  knowledge ;  fo  full  of  wonder  and 
aflonifhment,  that  the  angels  gaze  into  itO.  And  as 
it  is  a  flrange  and  wonderful  thing  in  itfelf,  fo  doubt- 
lefs it  was.  ordained  to  high  and  wonderful  ends,  bear- 
ing a  fuitablenefs  unto  the  greatnefs  of  the  inflrument. 
This  therefore  is  the  firft  confideration  that  advanceth 
the  excellency  of  this  knowledge ;  the  perfon  that  was 
crucified. 

*  Heb.  i.  2.  *  Acts  iii.  15.  *  John  i.  Q.    *Rom.  ix.  5.   *  Johni.  14. 

*  Alatth.  iii.  17.  ^  Isaiah  Ixiii,  5..  *  Heb.  ii.  10.  Heb.  v.  9. 

*  1  Pet.  i.  12. 
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.  IL  What  he  fuffered.  Chrift  Jefus,  and  him  cru« 
tified ;  though  all  the  courfe  of  his  life  was  a  conti* 
nual  fuffering,  and  the  preamble  or  walk  wito  his 
death>  which  was  the  end  of  his  life.;  yet  this  was  the 
compleadng  of  all  the  red,  and  the  tide  and  waves  of 
his  fufFering  did  ftill  rife  higher  and  higher,  till  it  ar* 
rived  in  this ;  and  the  feveral  fleps  and  afcents  unto 
the  crofs,  though  they  began  from  his  birth,  yet  thofe 
that  were  more  immediate  began  with  the  preparation 
to  the  paflbver.  The  council  held  by  the  chief 
priefts  and  fcribes,  for  the  crucifying  of  our  Sa- 
viour, was  lat  upon  two  days  before  the  paflbver  K 
And  this  was  the  firft  ftep  to  Mount  Calvary: 
and  doubtlefs  it  was  no  finall  addition  to  our 
Saviour's  pafGon,  that  it  was  hatched  in  the  council 
of  the  chief  priefls  and  fcribes,  the  then  external  vi- 
fible  church,  the  hufbandmen  of  the  vineyard  2.  But 
this  is  not  all ;  as  the  vifihle  church  of  the  Jews  is  the 
conclave  where  this  council  is  formed;  fo  Judas,  a 
member  of  the  vifible  church  of  Chrift,  one  of  the 
twelve,  is  the  inftrument  to  eflfed  it  3.  He  contrafts 
with  them  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver,  to  betray  his 
mafter  unto  them.  And  furely  this  could  not  choofe 
but  be  a  great  grief  to  our  Saviour,  that  one  of  his 
feled  apoftles  fhould  turn  apoftate,  and  thereby  bring 
a  blemilh  upon  the  reft. 

Upon  the  day  of  eating  the  paflbver,  called  the  firft 
day  of  the  feaft  of  unleavened  bread,  our  Saviour  and 
his  difciples  keep  the  paflbver  together  in  Jerufalem  ; 
and  there  the  two  memorials  of  our  Saviour's  paflioii 
meet ;  that  of  the  paflbver  inflituted  by  God,  and  the 
Kraelrtes  going  out  of  Egypt ;  and  the  bread  and  wine 
after  fupper,  inflituted  by  our  Saviour,  to  fucceed  in 
the  place  of  the  former,  and  each  did  queftionlefs 
make  a  deep  impreflion  upon  oiu*  Saviour,  in  which 
he  anticipated  his  paflion,  and  lively  4  reprefented  to 
him  that  breaking  and  pouring  out  of  his  blood  and 
foul,  which  he  was  fuddenly  to  fuffer :  and  doubtlefe 

»  Mafeth.  xxvi,  2.  Mark,  xiv.  1.  *  Matth.  xxi*  S3.  'Matth.xxvi.  14. 
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here  began  a  great  meafure  of  our  Saviour's*  paffion, 
in  the  apprehenfion  which  he  had  of  that  eminent 
ftorm,  that  he  mufl  fpeedily  undergo.  From  the 
fupper  they  go  together  to  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and 
there  he  acquaints  his  difdples  of  a  fpeedy  and  forrow* 
ful  parting  they  muft  have ;  the  fliepherd  is  to  be 
fmitten  that  night,  and  the  fheep  to  be  fcattered ;  and 
as  he  forefaw  Judas's  treachery,  fo  he  forefees  Peter's 
infirmity ;  the  ftorm  fhould  be  fo  violent,  that  Peter 
himfelf,  the  refoluteft  apoftle,  fhall  deny  bis  mafter 
that  night,  and  deny  him  thrice :  and  furely  the  fore- 
fight  of  the  diftraftion  that  fliould  befall  his  poor  diC- 
ciples,  could  not  choofe  but  add  much  to  their  tender 
matter's  afflidion  :    *  AH  ye  fhall  be  offended  becaufe 

*  of  me  this  night  ^Z 

And  now  let  us  follow  our  blefTed  Lord  fi^om  the 
Mount  of  Olives  in  the  garden,  called  by  the  apofUes 
Gethfemane,  with  the  aflfedtions  of  love  and  wonder 
in  fome  meafure  becoming  fuch  an  entertainment  oi 
our  thoughts.  The  time  that  he  chofe  for  his  retire- 
ment, was  the  dead  time  of  the  night ;  a  feafon  that 
might  the  more  contribute  to  the  flrength  of  that  fad- 
liefe,  which  the  pre-apprehenfion  of  his  imminent 
paffion  muft  needs  occafion.  The  place  that  he  chofe, 
a  folitary  retired  garden,  where  nothing  might  or  could 
interrupt,  or  divert  the  intenfivenefs  of  his  forrow  and 
fear  :  and,  to  make  both  the  time  and  place  the  more 
opportune  for  his  agony,  he  leaves  the  reft  of  his  dif- 
dples, and  takes  with  him  only  Peter,  and  the  two 
fons  of  Zebedee  2.  And  to  thefe  he  imparts  the  be- 
ginning of  his  forrow,  that  they  might  be  witneffes  of 
it,  *  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto 
^  death  ^ ;'  but  yet  commands  their  diftance,  *  Tarry 

*  ye  here  and  watch  with   me,    and    he    went    a 

*  little  further/  '  Watch  with  me.'  The  confufion  of 
his  foul  was  fo  great,  that  the  only  Son  of  God  dif- 
trufts  his  own  [human]  ability  to  bear  it ;  and  yet  his 
fubmiffion  to  this  terrible  conflift  [was]  fo  willing, 
that  he  leaves  them  that  he  had  appointed  to  watch 

'  Matth.  xxvi.  31.  *  Matth.  xxvi.  S7.   '  Mattli.  xxvi.  £8,  39-  ^ 
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•with  hiiri.     *  He  went  a  little  further/   The  three  diE 
ciples  had  doubtlefs  a  fympathy  with  their  mafter's 
forrow,  and  yet  the  will  of  God  fo  orders  it,  that 
their  excefs  of  love  and  grief  muft  not  keep  their  eyes 
waking,   notwithftanding  it  was  the  laft   requell  of 
their  forrowful  mafter.     *  The  difciples  flept  ^'     And 
thus  every   circumdance  of  time,  place  and  perfons 
contribute  to  a  fad  and  folitary  opportunity  for  this 
moft  terrible  and  black  conflid.     And  now  in  this 
garden  the  mighty  God  puts  his  fon  to  grief,  lades 
him  with  our  forrows  2,  withdraws  and  hides  from  h\rn 
the  light  of  his  favour  and  countenance ;  interpofeti 
a  thick  and  black  cloud  between  the  divinity  and  the 
human  nature,  darts  into  his  foul  the  fad  and  fharp 
manifefhations  of  his  wrath  ;  overwhelms  his  foul  with 
one  wave  after  another  y  fends  into  him  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  pre-apprehenfions  of  thofe  fad  and  fevere  fu& 
ferings  he  was  the  next  day  to  undergo ;  begins  to 
make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fm,  and  heightens  his 
forrow,  confufion,  and  attonifhment  unto  the  ntter- 
moft.     In  fum,  the  mighty  God,   the  God  of  the 
fpirits  of  all  flefh,  who  knows  the  way  into  the  foul, 
and  how  to  fill  it  with  the  moft  fad  and  black  aftonifli- 
ment  and  forrow,  was  pleafed  at  this  time  to  eftrange 
and  eclipfe  the  manifeftation  of  his  light  and  love  to 
his  only  Son,  as  far  as  was  pofTibly  confiftent  with  his 
fecret  and  eternal  love  unto  him  ;  to  throw  into  him 
as  fad  and  amazing  apprehenfions  of  his  wrath,  as 
was  poflible  to  be  confiftent  with  the  human  nature 
to   bear ;  to  fortify  and   ftrengthen  his  fenfe  of  it, 
and  forrow  for,  and  under  it,    unto  the  uttermoft, 
that  fo  his  grief,  and  forrow,  and  confufion  of  foul 
might  be  brim-full,  and  as  much  as  the  exafteft  con- 
flitution  of  a  human  nature  could  poflibly  bear.     And 
thus  now  at  this  time  the  arm  of  the  mighty  God 
was  bruifing  the  foul  of  his  only  Son  3.     And*  cer- 
tainly the  extremity  of  this  agony  within,  muft  needs 
be  very  great,  if  we  confider  the  ftrange  efteds  it 
had  without:    1.  That  pathetical  defcription  thereof 

*  Matth«  xxvi.  40.    ^  Isaiah  iiii.  4.    ^  Isaiah  liii.  10. 
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infeparable  union  that  jt  had  with  the  divine  nature  r 
infomuch,  that  the  confufion  and  diftraftion  of  his  foul 
under  it,  and  the  ftruggling  and  grappling  of  his  foul 
with  it,  did  make  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  his  body, 
that  the  like  was  never  before  or  fince.  The  feafon  of 
the  year  was  cold,  for  fo  it  appears.     *  The  fervants 

*  and  officers  had  made  a  fire  of  coals,  for  it  was  cold  i  ;* 
and  the  feafon  of  the  time  was  cold,  it  was,  as  near  as 
we  may  guefs,  about  midnight,  when  the  fun  was  at 
his  greatefl  diftance,  and  obflrufted  in  his  influence  by 
the  interpofition  of  the  earth ;  for  it  appears  they  came 
with  lanthorns  and  torches  when  they  apprehended 
him  2.  And  he  was  brought  to  the  high-priefl's  hall, 
a  little  before  cock-crowing,  after  fome  time  had  been 
fpent  in  his  examination  3.  And  yet  for  all  this,  fuch 
is  the  agony  and  perturbation  of  our  Saviour's  foul,  that 
in  this  cold  feafon  it  puts  his  body  in  a  fweat,  a  fweat 
of  blood,  great  drops  of  blood,  drops  of  blood  falling 
down  to  the  ground ;  and  certainly  it  was  no  light 
confiift  within  that  caufed  fuch  a  ftrange  and  unheard 
of  fymptom  without.  Certainly  the  ftorm  in  the  foul 
of  Chrifl  muft  needs  be  very  terrible,  that  his  blood, 
the  feat  of  his  vital  fpirits,  could  no  longer  abide  the 
fenfe  of  it,  but  flarted  out  in  a  fweat  of  blood,  and 
fijch  a  fweat,  that  was  more  than  confifltent  with  the 
ordinary  conflitution  of  human  nature.  And  during 
this  time,  even  from  the  eating  of  the  paffover  until 
this  third  addrefs  to  his  Father  was  over,  the  fuffering 
of  our  Saviour  lay  principally,  if  not  only  in  his  foul. 
Almighty  God  was  wounding  of  his  fpirit,  and  making 
his  foul  an  oflfering  for  fm :  and  though  the  diftinft 
and  clear  manner  of  this  bruifmg  of  our  Saviour's 
foul  cannot  be  apprehended  by  us ;  yet  furely  thu3 
much  we  may  conclude  concemmg  it.     1 .  '  He  was. 

*  made  (in  for  us,  that  knew  no  fin  4.'  He  flood  under 
the  imputation  of  all  our  fins ;  and  though  he  were 
perfonally  innocent,  yet  judicially,  and  by  way  of  in- 

*  John  xviii.  18. '  John  xviii.  S.  '  Matth.  xxvi.  60.  ^  2  Cor.  v.  21. 
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terpretation,  he  was  the  greateft  offender  that  ever 
Vf2iS ;  for  *  the  Lord  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us 
*  all  ^*  2.  And  confequently  he  was  under  the  imputadon 
of  all  the  guilt  of  thofe  fins  ;  and  (lands,  in  relation 
unto  God,  the  righteous  Judge,  under  the  fame  obli- 
gation to  whatfoever  punifliment  the  very  perfons  of 
3ie  offenders  were,  unto  the  uttermoft  of  that  con- 
iiftency  that  it  had  with  the  infeparable  union  unto  thfe 
Father.      And  this  obligation  unto  the  punifliment 
could  not  choofe  but  work  the  fame  effefts  in  our  Sa- 
viour, as  it  mud  do  in  the  finner,  (defperation  and  fin 
excepted)  to  wit,  a  fad  apprehenlion  of  the  wrath  of 
-God  againft  him.     The  purity  and  juftice  of  God, 
which  hath  nothing  that  it  hates  but  fin,  muft  purfue 
fin  wherever  it  finds  it.     And  as  when  it  finds  fin 
perfonally  in   a  man,  the  wrath  of  God  will  abide 
there  fo  Ibng  as  fin  abides  there ;  fo  when  it  finds  the 
lame  fin  affumed  by  our  Lord,  and  bound  as  it  were 
to  him,  as  the  wood  was  to  Ifaac  when  he  was  laid 
upon  the  altar,  the  wrath  of  God  could  not  choofe 
J[)ut  be  apprehended   as  incumbent  upon  him^,  till 
that  fin  that  by  imputation  lay  upon  him  were  dif- 
charged.     For  as  our  Lord  was  pleafed  to  be  our  re- 
prefentative  in  bearing  our  fins,  and  to  ftand  in  our 
ftead,  fo  all  thefe  affeftions  and  motions  of  his  foul 
did  bear  the  fame  conformity,  as  if  afted  by  us  :  as 
he  put  on  the  perfon  of  the  finner,    fo  he  puts  on 
the  fame  forrow,  the  fame  fliame,  the  fame  fear,  the 
fame  trembling,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath 
of  his  Father,    that  we  muft  have  done :  and  fo  as 
an  imputed   fin  drew   with  it   the  obligation  unto 
pimifliment,  fo  it  did,  by  neceffary  confequence,  raife 
all  thofe  confufions  and  ftorms  in  the  foul  of  Chrift, 
as  it  would  have  done  in  the  perfon  of  the  finner,  fin 
only  excepted.     S.  In  this  garden,  as  he  fl:ands  under 
the  fin  and  guilt  of  our  nature,  fo  he  ftands  under 
the  curfe  of  our  nature,  to  wit,  a  neceflSty  of  death, 
and  of  undergoing  the  wrath  of  God,  for  that  fin 

*  Isaiah,  llii.  6.      •  impending  over  him. 
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whofe  punifiiment  he  hath  undertaken  for  us.  The 
former,  the  diffolution  of  his  body  and  foul,  by  a  moft 
accurfed  death ;  and  the  latter,  the  fuffering  oi  his 
ibul ;  and  this  latter  he  is  now  under.  God  is  pleafe4 
lo  inflid  upon  him  all  the  manifeflations  of  his  wrath, 
and  to  fling  into  his  foul  the  fharpeft  and  fevered  repre- 
fentation  or  his  difpleafure  that  might  poflibly  befell  him 
under  that  bare  imputed  guilt,  confidering  the  dignity  of 
his  perfon.  And  furely  this  was  more  terrible  to  our 
Saviour  than  all  his  corporeal  fufferings  were  :  under 
all  thofe  not  one  word,  no  perturbation  at  all,  but '  as  z 
iheep  before  his  fliearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  liot  his 
mouth  :*  but  the  fenfe  of  the  difpleafure  of  his  Father, 
and  the  impreiEons  that  he  makes  upon  his  foul,  thole 
he  cannot  bear  without  forrow,  even  unto  death,  with- 
out moft  importune  addrefles  to  be  delivered  from 
them,  and  mofl  ftrange  concufHon  and  agony  upon  hi$ 
foul  and  body  under  the  fenfe  of  them*  And  thie 
adual  manifeilation  of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  his 
Son  confifted  in  thefe  two  things  principally. 

1.  Filling  the  foul  with  flrange  and  violent  fears  and 
terrors,  infomuch  that  he  was  in  an  amazement  and 
conftemation  of  the  fpirit  j  the  palSon-plalm  renders 
it,  *  My  heart  is  like  wax,  it  is  melted  in  the  midu 
*  of  my  bowels  ^J  The  God  of  the  fpirits  of  atl 
flefli,  that  knows  how  to  grind  and  bruife  the  fpirit, 
did  bruife  and  melt  his  foul  within  him  with  terrors, 
fears^  and  fad  pre^apprehenfions  of  worfe  to  follow. 

2.  A  fenfible  withdrawing,  by  hafly  and  fwift  de- 
grees, the  light  of  the  prelence  and  favour  of  God. 
He  is  forrowful  and  troubled,  and  he  goes  to  his  Father 
to  defu'e  it  may  pafs  from  him,  but  no  anfwer  j  hie 
goes  again,  but  yet  no  anfwer ;  and  yet  under  the 
prejirure  and  extremity,  he  goes  again  the  third  time 
with  more  eameftness,  agony,  in  a  fweat  of  bloodj, 
yet  no,  it  cannot  be ;  and  ^  this  was  a  terrible  con- 
dition, that  the  light  of  the  countenance  of  the  Father 
is  removed  from  his  Son,  his  only  Son,  in  whom  he 

)  Psalm»  xxii.  14. 
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was  xreil  pleafed,  his  Son  whom  he  had  heard  always. 
And  when  he  comes  to  the  Father  under  the  greatell 
obligation  that  can  be,  with  the  greateft  reverence,  with* 
the  greateft  importunity ;  once,  and  again,  and  a  third 
time ;  and  that,  filled  within  with  fears,  and  covered 
without  with  blood,  and  yet  no  anfwer ;  but  all  %ht, 
and  accefs  with  favour  intercepted,  with  nothing  but 
bhckneis  and  filence.  Certainly  this  was  a  terrible 
cup,  yet  thus  it  was  with  our  Saviour  Chrift ;  the  light 
of  the  iavour  of  God,  like  the  fun  in  an  eclipfe,  front 
the  Tory  inftitution  of  the  facrament,  began  to  be  co- 
vered one  degree  after  another ;  and  in  the  third  adi^ 
drefe  to  the  Father  in  the  garden,  it  was  even  quite 
gone:  But  at  that  great  hour,  when  our  Saviour 
cried,  ^  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forlakea 
me  ?*  then  both  lights,  that  greater  light  of  the  fa- 
vour of  God  to  his  only  Son,  together  with  the  light 
of  the  fun,  ileemed  to  be  under  a  total  eclipfe ;  and 
this  was  that  which  bruifed  the  foul  of  our  Saviour^ 
and  made  it  an  ofiering  for  fin ;  and  this  was  that 
which  wrung  drops  of  blood  from  our  Saviour's 
body ;  before  the  thorns,  or  whips,  or  the  nails,  or 
the  fpear  had  torn  his  veins. 

And  now,  after  this  third  application  for  a  deli- 
verance from  the  terrible  cup  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  yet  no  difpenfation  obtained,  he  returns  to  his 
miferable  comforters,  the  three  difciples ;  and  he  finds 
them  a  third  time  afleep.  Thefe  very  three  difcipiea 
were  once  the  witneffes  of  a  glorious  transfiguration 
of  our  Saviour  in  the  Mount,  and  in  an  extafy  of 
joy  and  fear,  they  fell  on  their  faces  ^  And  now  they 
are  to  be  witneffes^  of  a  fad  transfiguration  of  their 
Lord  under  an  agony  and  fweat  of  blood  ;  and  now 
under  an  extafy  of  forrow  they  are  not  able  to  watch 
wkh  their  Lord  one  hour.  Our  Saviour  calls  them, 
but  wbilft  they  were  fcarce  awakened,  they  are  roufed 
by  a  louder  alarm.  *  Whilft  he  yet  fpake,  Judas, 
*  iooe  of  die  twelve  came,  and  with  him  a  great  multi- 

•        ^  "Matth.  xvii.  B:     ^ 
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'  tude,  with  (words  and  ftaves  from  the  high  pnefts  ^' 

*  with  lanthoms  and  torches  ^.'  And  though  this  was 
Kttle  in  companion  of  the  ftorm  that  was  in  our  Sa- 
viour's foul ;  yet  fuch  an  appearance,  at  fuch  a  time  of 
rile  night,  and  to  a  perfon  under  fuch  a  fad  condition, 
could  ncrt  but  be  terrible  to  flefli  and  blood ;  efpecially, 
3F  we  confider  the  circumftances  that  attend  it.  1 .  An 
apoftle,  one  of  the  twelve,  he  it  is  that  condufts  this 
black  guard — ^  Whomfoever  I  fhall  kifs,  that  fame  is 

,  *  he,  hold  him  faft  ^ ;'  —  one  that  had  been  witnefs  of  all 
his  miracles,  heard  all  his  divine  fermons,  acquainted 
with  all  his  retirements ;  he,  whofe  feet  his  mafter  with 
k)ve  and  tendemefs  had  walhed ;  who  within  a  few 
hours  before  had  fupped  with  him,  at  that  fupper  of 
Ibiemnity  and  love,  the  paflbver  ;  this  is  he  that  is  at 
the  head  of  this  crew :  Certainly  this  had  in  it  an 
aggravation  of  forrow  to  our  bleifed  Saviour,  to  be 
betrayed  by  a  difciple.  2.  The  manner  of  it,  he  betrays 
him  by  a  kifs;  an  emblem  of  homage  and  love  is 
made  ufe  of  to  be  the  fignal  of  fcom  and  contempt, 
as  well  as  treachery  and  villany.  3.  Again,  the  car- 
riage of  his  difciples,  full  of  raflmefs,  and  yet  of 
cowardice;  they  ftrike  a  fervant  of  the  high-prieff," 
and  cut  off  his  ear*,  which,  had  not  the  meeknefs 
and  mercy  of  our  Saviour  prevented  by  a  miracu- 
lous cure,  might  have  added  a  blemifli  to  the  fweet- 
nefs  and  innocence  of  his  fuffering  ?  He  rebukes  the 
rafhnefs  of  his  difciple,  and  cures  the  wound  of  his 
enemy.     Again,  of  cowardice :  '  Then  all  the  difciples 

*  forfook  him  and  fled  ^  ;  and  Peter  himfelf,  that  but 
now  had  profeffed  the  refolution  of  his  love  to  his 
mafter,  follows  but  afar  off  ^,  in  the  pofture  and  pro- 
feflion  of  a  ftranger  and  a  fpeftator.  So  foon  was  the 
love ,  and  honour  of  a  mafter,  deferved  by  fo  much 
love,  and  purity,  and  miracles,  loft  in  the  fouls  of  the 
very  difciples. 

*  Matth.  xxvi.  47.     *  John  xviii.  8.     «  Matth.  xxvi.  48.  .  *  Matth. 
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After  this,  he  is  brought  to  the  high-priefts,  the 
folemn  aflembly  of  the  then  vifible  church  of  the 
Jews,  in  the  perfons  of  fhe  greateft.  reverence  and 
efteem  among  them,  the  high-priefls,  fcribes  and  elders, 
and  before  theni  accufed,  and  convifted  of  thofe 
crimes  that  mieht  render  him  odious  to  the  Jews, 
Romans,  and  all  good  men,  blafphemy ;  and  by  them 
pronounced  worthy  of  death  ^ ;  and  after  this,  expofed 
to  the  bafeft  ufage  of  the  bafeft  of  their  retinue ;  the 
fervants  fpit  on  him,  buffet  him,  expofe  him  to  fcom, 
faying,  ^  Prophefy  unto  us  thou  Chrjft,  who  is  he  that 

*  (mote  thee  *  ?'  Injuries  lefs  tolerable  than  death  to  an 
mgenuous  nature :  and,  to  add  to  all  the  reft,  Peter, 
inlread  of  reproving  the  infolence  of  the  abjefts  3, 
and  bearing  a  part  with  his  mafter  in  his  injuries, 
thrice  denying  his  mafter,  and  that  wdth  an  oath  and 
curling :  fo  far  was  he  from  owning  his  mafter  in 
his  adverfity,  that  he  denied  he  kiew  him;  and 
this  in  the  very  prefence  of  our  Saviour.     '  And  the 

*  Lord  turned  and  looked  upon  Peter  4.'  Certainly  that 
look  of  our  Saviour,  as  it  carried  a  fecret  meflage  of 
a  gentle  reprehenfion,  fo  alfo  of  much  forrow,  and 
gnef  in  our  Lord,  as  if  he  ftiould  have  faid ;  '  Ah, 

Peter,  canft  thou  fee  thy  Saviour  thus  ufed,  and  v/ilt 
thou  needs  deny  me?  Or  if  thou  wilt  not,  yet  muft  thou 
needs  deny  me,  deny  me  thrice,  deny  me  with  oaths, 
and  with  execrations  ?  The  unkindnefs  of  a  difciple, 
and  fuch  a  difciple,  that  haft  been  privy  to  my  glory 
in  my  transfiguration,  and  to  my  agony  m  the  garden, 
cuts  me  deeper  than  the  fcorns  and  derifions  of  thefe 
abjefts.  But  that's  not  all ;  this  apoftacy  of  thine, 
thcfe  denials,  thefe  oaths,  thefe  execrations  will  lie 
heavy  upon  me  anon,  and  add  to  that  unfupport- 
able  burthen  that  I  am  under ;  the  thorns,  and  the 
whips,.  Mid  the  nails  that  I  muft  anon  fuffer,  will 
be  the  more  envenomed  by  thefe  fms  of  thine ;  and 
thou  cafteth  more  gall  into  that  bitter  cup  that  I 

^Matth.  atxvi.  m,  *  Matth.  xxvi.  (i'^,  *  rabble. 
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*  am  drinking,  than  all  the  malice  of  mine  enemies 
^  could  do.  In  fum,  though  thou  goeft  out,  and 
'  weepeft  bitterly,  yet  thcfe  fins  of  thine  would  flick 

*  unto  thy  foul  unto  eternity,  if  I  fhould  not  bear 
^  them  for  thee ;  they  coft  thee  fome  tears,  but  they 
^  muft  coft  me  my  blood." 

The  next  morning  the  high-priefts  and  elders  hold 
a  fccond  confultation,  as  foon  as  it  was  day  i.  Their 
malice  was  fo  folicitous,  that  they  prevent  ^  the 
morning  fun  \  and  after  they  Had  again  examined 
him,  and  in  that  council  charged  him  with  blaf- 
phemy,  the  council  and  the  whole  multitude  lead  him 
bound  to  Pilate  ;  and  there  they  accufe  him  \  and,  to 
make  their  accufation  the  more  gracious,  charge  him 
with  fcdition  againft  the  Romans  5  and  though  he  had 
no  other  advocate  but  filence  and  innocence,  for  he 
ahTwercd  them  nothing ;  yet  the  Judgfe  acquits  him. 

*  I  find  no  fault  in  him  ^  ;'  and  yet  to  fliift  his  hands 
of  the  employment:  and  to  gratify  an  advcrfary,  he 
fends  hiiii  to  Herod,  and  his  accufers  follow  him 
thither  alfo  4.  The  chief  priefts  and  fcribes  vehcr 
mcntly  accufe  him :  Herod,  when  he  had  fatisfied  his 
curiofity  in  the  fight  of  Jcfus,  to  add  to  the  fcorn  of 
our  Saviour,  expofah  him  to  the  derifion  of  his  rucfe 
foldiers,  and  clothes  him  with  a  gorgeous  robe,  and 
remands  him  to  Pilate.  Thus  in  triumph  and  fcorn 
he  is  fent  from  place  to  place :  firfl:  to  Annas  5  then 
Caiaphasj  then  convened  before  the  council  of  the 
priefts  \  then  fent  into  the  high  priefts  hall ;  then  re- 
convened before  the  council ;  then  fent  bound  to 
Pilate ;  and  from  thence  to  Herod  \  and  from  him 
back  again  to  Pilate  :  and  in  all  thofe  tranflations 
f  om  pl.ice  to  place  expofed  unto,  and  entertained 
with  new  fcorns,  and  derifions,  and  contempts. 

At  his  return  to  Pilate,  he  again  the  fecond  time 
declares  his  innocence ;  that  neither  he  nor  Herod 
•found  any  thing  worthy  of  death  ^.    And  yet  to  gratify 

'  Lu1-:c  x.xii.  6(3.  *  Met  together  before. . , .      ^  Luke  xxiii.  22. 
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the  Jews,  he  offers  to  have  him  fcourged,  whom  he 
pronoiinceth  innocent;  yet  to  avoid  the  grofs  in-, 
juftice  of  a  fentcnce  of  death,  offers  to  releafe  him,  to 
obferve  their  cuftom  j  but  this  could  not  fatisfv.  To 
preferve  their  cuftom,  and  yet  to  fulfil  their  malice, 
they  chofe  the  reprieve  of  Barabbas  a  murderer,  and 
importune  the  crucifying  of  the  innocent  Jcfus  •  and 
now  the  third  time  Pilate  pronounccth  him  innocent  ^, 
and  yet  delivers  him  over  to  be  crucified.  The  execu- 
tioners did  it  to  the  uttermoft,  and  to  add  pain  and 
fcorn  to  his  fcourging:,  put  upon  him  a  crown  of 
thorns  ;  and  in  this  difguifeof  blood  and  contempt  he 
brings  him  forth,  fhews  him  to  his  perfecutors.  ^  Be- 

*  hold  the  man  2;'  as  if  he  (hould  have  faid,  *  You 

*  Jews  that  have  accufed  this  man,  muft  know  I  find 

*  no  fault  in  him  ;  yet  to  fatisfy  your  importunity,  I 

*  have  delivered  him  over  to  the  fevereft  and  vilefl 

*  punifhment  next  unto  death,  fcourging  and  fcorn; 
^,  here  he  is,  fee  what  a  fpedtacle  it  is,  let  this  fatisfy 

*  your  envy.'  But  all  this  will  not  ferve ;  there  is  no- 
thing below  the  vileft  of  deaths  can  fati.-fy  \  all  cry 
out.  Crucify  him  :  and  when  yet  the  Judge  profeiTeth 
he  finds  nothing  worthy  of  death,  they  impofe  a  law 
of  their  own;  'We  have  a  law,  and  by  our  law  he 

*  ought  to  die,  becaufe  he  made  himfelf  the  iSon  of 
^  God  3/  But  when  this  rather  made  the  judge  the 
more  cautious,  they  engage  him  upon  his  fidelity  to 
Caefar,  his  mafter :  he  that  maketh  himfelf  a  king  fpcak- 
cth  againft  Caefar :  but  all  this  was  not  enough;  but  at 
kngth  the  importunity  of  the  priefis  and  people  pre-* 
vailed;  arid  Pilate,  who  had  been  before  warned  by 
the  monition  of  his  wi'e;  and  had  three  feveral  times 
pronOi:nccd  hini  innocent,  yet  againft  the  conviv!^tion  of 
his  own  confcience,  to  fati  fy  and  conient  the  Jew?, 
addb  this  farther  en  elty  and  inji  ftice  to  what  he  had 
Ipcfore  done,  gave  fentence  that  it  ftiould  be  as  they 
rtqiired^,  delivercid  him   over   to  that  curfcd  and 

*  *  Luke  xxiii,  22.     *  John  x  x.  5.   ^  Johnixix.  7.     "*  Luke  xxiii,S4* 
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fcrvilc  death  of  crucifixion,  ai^d  yet  his  pcrfecutors* 
malice  and  envy  not  fatisfied;  but,  after  his  judgment, 
purfuc  the  execution  of  it  with  as  grelt  malice,  fcorn, 
and  cruelty,  as  they  had  before  ufed  in  obtaining  it : 
his  crown  of  thorns  upon  his  head ;  a  purple  robe  upon 
his  body;  the  blood  of  his  fcourging,  and  thorns  all 
covering  his  vifage ;  a  reed  in  his  right  hand ;  the 
baft  and  infolent  multitude  with  fpittings  and  flrokes, 
and  reproaches,  abufmg  him,  till  his  crofs  be  ready ; 
and  then  the  purple  robe  is  taken  off,  and  he  con- 
ducted to  the  place  of  his  execution ;  and,  to  add 
torment  to  his  fliame,  our  blcfled  Lord,  wearied  with 
an  agony,  and  long  watching  the  night  before  j  and 
from  the  time  of  his  apprehension  hurried  from  place 
to  place  J  and  his  blood  and  fpirits  fpent  with  the 
fcourgings  and  thorns,  and  blows ;  and,  which  is  more 
than  all  this,  a  foul  within  laden  with  the  weight  of 
fbrrow,  and  the  burden  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which 
did  drink  up  and  confumc  his  fpirits ;  yet,  in  thb 
condition,  he  is  fain  to  bear  his  burthen  fomc  crofi 
towards  the  place  of  his  execution  ^,  till  he  was  able 
to  carry  it  no  longer,  but  even  fainted  under  it,  and 
then  Simon  of  Cyrene  is  compelled  to  bear  it  to  the 
place  2. 

When  he  comes  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  is 
ftripped  ftark  naked,  and  his  clothes  aifterwards  di- 
vided by  lot  among  the  foldiers  ^j  and  his  naked  body 
ftretched  upon  the  crofs  to  the  uttermoft  extenfion  of 
it.  *  I  may  tell  all  my  bones,  they  look  and  ftarc 
'  upon  me  * ;'  and  at  the  uttermoft  extenfion,  which 
the  cruel  executioners  could  make  of  our  Saviour's 
body,  his  hands  and  his  feet  nailed  to  that  crofs,  with 
great  nails,  through  thofe  tender  parts  full  of  nerves 
and  arteries,  and  moft  exquifitely  fenfible  of  pain. 
And  in  this  condition  the  crofs  with  our  Saviour's 
body  is  raifed  up  in  view  of  all ;  and  that  even  in  this 
his  execution,  that  the  fhame  and  ignominy  of  the 

» John  xix.  17.  '  Matth.  xxviu  82.  '  Matth,  xxvii.  35. 
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manner  of  his  death  might  have  a  farther  acceflion  of 
fcorn  and  reproach,  he  is  placed  between  two  thieves 
that  were  crucified  with  him,  with  an  infcription  of 
derifion  upon  his  crofs,  in  all  the  molt  univerfal  lan- 
guages of  all  the  world,  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin ; 
and  the  people  and  priefts  flandingby  with  gefiures  and 
words  of  derifion  i,  and  even  to  a  letter,  afluming 
thofe  very  gcftures  and  words  which  were  fo  many 
hundred  ot  years  prcdifted  in   the   paffion.      *  He 

*  trolled  in  God,  let  him  deliver  him,  if  he  will  have 

*  him  2}'  and  one  of  thofe  very  thieves,  that  was  even 
dying  as  a  malefadtor,  yet  was  filled  with  fuch  a 
devilifh  fpirit,  that  he  upbraids  and  derides  him. 

And  now  our  Saviour  b  under  the  torments  and 
ihame  of  this  curfcd  execution  j  but,  though  thefe  his 
fufFerings  of  his  body  and  outward  man,  were  very 
grievous,  infomuch  that  they  could  not  buc  extremely 
affli6l  him  ;  yet  it  is  ftrange  to  fee  how  little  he  was 
tranfported  under  them,  in  all  his  contumelies,  re- 
proaches, and  accufations,  fcarce  a  word  anfwered : 
he  anfwered  them  nothing  to  all  his  abufings,  ftrokes, 
ridiculous  garments,  crown  of  thorns,  tearing  of  his 
body  with  fcourging ;  yet  not  a  word ;  but  ^  as  a  fticep 

*  before  the  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his 

*  mouth  3.'  In  all  his  rackings  upon  the  croft,  and 
ndling  of  his  limbs  to  it,  and  all  the  anguifli,  that, 
for  the  (pace  of  fix  hours  from  the  third  hour,  wherein 

.  he  was  crucified  *,  until  the  ninth  hour,  wherein  he 
gave  up  the  ghoft  5,  not  a  word  of  complaint  ^  but  he 
refufed  thofe  very  fupplies  which  were  ufually  given  to 
fupprefs  the  violence  of  the  pain,  vinegar  and  gall  ^. 
But  when  we  come  to  the  afflidtions  of  his  foul,  chey 
were  of  a  higher  dimenfion  in  the  garden,  when  no 
other  ftorm  was  upon  him,  but  what  was  within  hirii. 
He  falls  down  upon  his  face  and  prays  \  and  again  \  and 
a  third  dme;  and  is  agiaied,  and  ibrrowful  unto 
death  \   and  fweats  drops,  of  blood :    and  doubtlefs 

»  Matth.  i^xvii.  S9#,4Q.  *  Psalmp  ixxii.  8.  ^  Isaiah  liii.  7. 

*  %rkxv.  25,    *  Mattb.  xxvii.  46,  '  •  Mattb.  xxvii.  34. 
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whilft  he  was  under  the  reproaches,"  and  buffeting*, 
and  whippings,  and  thorns,  he  was  not  without  a  terri- 
ble and  confufcd  fadnefs  and  heavinefs  within,  whjch> 
though  they  did  not  mitigate  the  torments  of  Kis  body, 
;yct  did  infinitely  exceed  them :  the  fpirit  and   the 
jfoul  is  moft  exquifitely  fenfible,  and  it  is  that  whicft 
-feels  the  pains  infii61ed  upon  the  bpdy^     Certainly-, 
therefore,  the  wound  of  the  fpirit  itfelf,  the  fountain 
-of  fenfe,  muft  needs  be  exceedingly  grievous :.  and 
hence  it  was,  that  though  all  the  injuries  and  torAients 
,o£  our  Saviour  could  Icarce  wring  a  complaint  from 
.him,    yet  the  weight  of  that  wrath   that  lay  upcfp 
his  foul,  now  made   an    offering  for  fth,  did  wring 
from   him   thofc  bitter  and  terrible:  cries,  that  one 
.would  wonder   fhould    proceed  from  him,  that  w^s 
one  with  the  Father  ;  ^  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft 
'  thou  forfaken  me  ^  ?'    From  the  fixth  hour  to,  the 
ninth,  darknefs  was  over  all  the  lahdS  fuch;a,dar^^ 
nefs  as  bred  an  aftonifhment  even  in  flranger$  and 
.other  countries.     1  he  darknefs  of  the  'world,  though 
.a  fuitable  drefs  for  fuch  a  time,  wherein  the  Son  of 
.  God  muft  die,  and  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  muft  be 
eclipfed;  yet  it  was  nothing  in  comparifon   of  tb|it 
difmal  (hadow  that  covered  our  Saviour's  fuul  all  this 
j.time.     About  the  ninth  hour,  our  Saviour  cri^d  that 
^  cry,  'My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  V 
i.Manifefling  the  depth  of  his  forrow,  an^  the  pcrfeft 
.  fcnfe  he  had  of  it.    *  Why  haft  thou  forfaken  mci' 
More  could  not  have  been  fuffered,  or  been  faids 
I  every  word  carries  in  it  an  accent  of  horror.   '  •  Thoy, 
/  that  art  the  great  God,  from  whom,  and  in  whopo, 
.'  every  thing  bath  its  being  and  comfort  i  furely  if  in 
,  *  thy  prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  in  thy  vvilh'dfaWiings 

*  muft  be  fulnefs  of  horror  and  confufion  j  and^y^tit 
\  is  thou  that  ,haft  forfaken  me.     Forfaken  i  had^ 

^Vthcu  oev^r  been  with  me,  as:I  had  not  Jcnpwn  tjie 

•  bkffednefsof  thy  fruition,  fo  I  could  not  have;:meji- 

■  *  Matt)i.  xxvii.  46.  •         *.  Matth.  x'xvii.  45.'  • 
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'•furcd  the  extremity  of  my  lofs;  the  excefe  of  the 
happinefs  that  I  had  in  thy  prcfence,  ^dds  to  the  ex- 
ccfs  of  my  mifeiy  in  the  fufFe  ing  of  thy  abfcnce. 
Forfakcn  mc;  not  withdrawn  thyfclf  to  a  diflance,; 
but  forfaken  me ;  and  forfakcn  me  at  fuch  a  time  as, 
this,  when  i  ftand  more  in  nee  J  of  thy  prefencc  than 
ever;  when  I  am  forfaken  of  my  countrymen,  of  my 
kindred,  of  my  difciples,  then  to  be  forfaken   of 
thee,  when  I  am  under  the  (hame  and  pains  of  a  cruel 
and  curfcd  death  j  under  the  fcorns  and  derifions  oC 
thofe  that  hate  me  j  under  the  weight  and  preffure 
of  all  the  fins  of  the  world;  under  the  ftruggUngs 
with  terrors  in  my  foul,  fent  from  thy  mighcy  hancf, 
under  the  vifiblc  applroach  of  death,  the  king  of 
terrors;  under  a  veil  of  darknefs  without,  and  the 
fccming  triumph  of  the  power  ot  darknefs  within  ; 
then  to  be  forfaken,  and  forfaken  of  thee,  whom  I 
had  only  left  to  be  my  fupport.  Forfaken  me  :  it  is. 
not  a  ftranger  that  thou  forfakeft ;  it  is  thy  Son ;  thy. 
only  Son ;  in  whom  thou  didft  heretofore  proclaiiri. 
thyfclf  well  pleafed  ;  that  Son  whom  though  thou 
now  forfakeft,  yet  forgets  not  his  duty  unto  thee, 
nor  dependance  upon  thee ;  but  ftill  lays  hold  on 
thee  ;  and  though  thou  (hakell  me  off,  yet  i  mutt 
ttill  call  upon  thee,  with  the  humble  confidence  of 
My  God,  my  God,  ftill.  Why  haft  thou  forfakcn 
me  ?  1" 0  be  forfaken,  and  to  be  forfakcn  of  God,  of 
my  God  ;  of  him  that  is  not  only  my  God,  but  my^ 
Father,  and  that  at  fuch  a  time ;  and  yet   not  to 
know  why.*     Oh  blefled  Saviour,  the  prophets  that 
fpakc  by  thy  own  fpirit  did  tell  thee  why  ;  and  that 
very  pfaim,  out  of  which  thou  takeft  this  bitter  cry, 
doth  tell  thee  why ;  and  thou  thyfelf  within  fome  few 
day?,  or  hours  before,  did  it  tell   us  why;  and  dofl: 
thou  now  afk  us  why  ?  Didft  thou  not  choofe  even 
that  which  thou  now  groaneft  under  ?  and  wert  wil- 
ling to  put  thy  foul  in  our  fouls  ftead,  and  bear  the 
fin  of  thofe  which  arc  now  thy  burden  ?  Certainly  we 
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may  with  all  humility  and  reverence  conceiw,  timt  it 
the  time  of  this  bitter  cry,  our  Saviour's  foul  ^^'as,  iat 
the  prefenc,  overfhadowed  \rith  fo  much  aftoniihmcnt 
and  forrow,  that  it  did  for  the  prefent  over-power  and 
cover  the  actual  and  difiinft  feiife  of  the  reafon  of  it ;  at 
teaft  in  that  meafure  and  degree  in  which  he  ftiffered. 
This  cry  of  our  Saviour  was  about  the  ninth  hour,  a 
little  before  his  death,  and  having  fulfilled  one  proj 
phecy  in  this  terrible  cry,  contained  in  the  very  words 
of  Pfalm  xxii,  he  fulfils  another ;  he  faith,  *  I  thirft  \* 
and  prefently  they  give  him  vinegar  to  drink.  And 
between  this  and  his  death  there  intervene  thefe  p»f* 
fages.  1 .  His  proclaiming  to  the  world,  that  the  work 
of  our  redemption  was  finiflied,  *  when  he  received  the 

*  vinegar,  he  faid,  it  is  finifhed^/  2.  A  focoBd  cry 
with  a  loud  voice  3.  The  words  are  not  expreffed  of 
his  fecond  cry ;  only  both  Evangelifts,  Matthew  and 
Luke,  teftify  it  was  a  cry  with  a  loud  voice ;  to  evi- 
dence to  the  world  that  in  the  very  article  of  his  ginr* 
fcig  up  of  the  ghoft,  the  ftrength  of  nature  was  not 
wholly  fpent,  for  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice.  3.  The 
comfortable  refignation  of  his  foul  into  the  hands  pf 
his  Father :  *  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 

*  fpirit  * :'  And  although,  but  even  now,  the  blaek 
ftorm  was  upon  his  foul,  that  made  him  cry  out  with 
that  loud  and  bitter  cry,  yet  the  cloud  is  over,  aod 
with  comfort  he  delivers  up  his  foul  into  the  hands  of 
that  God,  whom  he  thought,  but  even  naw  had  for* 
faken  him.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  that  bitter 
cry  was  uttered  at  the  very  zenith  of  his  pains ;  and 
when  he  had  taken  the  vinegar,  and  proclaimed  tbact 
it  is  finifhed ;  though  they  were  all  wrapt  up  in  a  very 
fmall  time,  about  the  end  of  the  ninth  hour,  yet  now 
there  remained  no  more,  but  for  hipi  to  give  up  his 
fpirit,  which  he  inftantly  thereupon  did  :  '  He  faid,  it 
'  is  finifhed,  he  bowed  the  head,  and  gave  up  the 
^  ghoft  5.'     Now  the  things  wonderfully  obfervable -in 

'  John  xix.  28.  *  Johnxix.  30,  '  Matth.  xxvii.  60.  *  Luke  xxiii.46* 
*  John  xix.  30. 
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tiie  dettCh  of  our  Saviour  are  maay.  2.  That  k  was  a 
voluntary  delivering  up  of  his  fpirit ;  this  is  that  which 
he  iaid,  *  No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  tt 

*  down :  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have 
^  power  to  take  it  up  again  ;  this  commandrafint  have 

*  I  received  of  my  Father  ^'  And  truly  this  vohia* 
taxy  delivering  up  of  his  foul,  was  well  near  as  great  an 
evidence  of  his  divinity,  as  his  refuming  it  again ;  fci 
that  this  very  delivering  up  of  his  foul,  converted  the 
centurioDL     ^  When  he  faw  that  he  fo  <:ried  and  gave 

*  up  the  ghoft,  he  faid,  truly  this  mwi  was  the  fon  of 

*  God  K*  Now  that  he  thus  voluntarily  gave  up  his 
i^rit,  is  evident ;  1 .  By  the  ftrength  of  nature  that 
was  yet  upon  him,  in  the  very  article  of  his  death,  he 
cried  with  a  loud  voice.  2.  That  the  thieves  who  were 
crucified  at  the  fame  time,  died  not  till  there  was  a 
&rther  violence  ufed  by  breaking  their  legs  3,  but  be 
aq>ired  to  prevent  the  violence  of  the  foldiers,  and  to 
fiilfil  the  type  and  prophecy, '  Not  a  bone  of  him  fhall 

*  be  broken  4. '  3.  That  the  fuddc  nnefs  of  his  death 
cauled  admiration  in  thofe  that  well  knew  the  linger- 
ing courfe  of  fuch  a  death ;  in  the  Centurion  *,  in  Pi- 
late^, which  might  probably  be  the  caufe  that  the 
iofolent  foldier,  to  fecure  the  aifurance  of  his  death, 
pierced  his  fide  with  a  fpear  7,  and  thereby  fulfilled 
that  other  fcripture  which  he  never  thought  of®. 

Now  the  wonderful  occurrences  that  acoompanied 
Qur  Saviour's  death  were  very  many,  and  confiderable. 
}.  A  ibange  and  particular  fulfilling  of  the  prophecies 
and  types,  that  were  concerning  our  Saviour^s  deathf 
and  the  very  individual  circumttances  that  attended  it ; 
and  all  to  confirm  our  faith,  that  this  was  indeed  the 
Meffias,  and  that  he  was  thus  delivered  over  to  deaths 
by  the  moft  certain  and  pre-determinate  counfel  of  God; 
the  lime  of  his  death  fo  exactly  predicted  by  Daniel  8, 
the  parallel  circumftances  with  the  pafchal  lamb,  in 

*  John  X.  18.      «  Mark  xv.  59.     '  John  xix.  Si.     ^  John  xix.  36. 

*  Mark  XV.  39.       *^  Mark  ^ v.  44.      ^Johujix.S4.      ^Johnxv.37. 

*  Uau.  L\.  *Zb.  zQ. 
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the  nature  of  him,  a  lamb  without  fpot  ^ ;  in  the  time 
of  his  delivery  over  to  death,  at  the  feaft  of  the  paff- 
over,  and  the  very  evening  wherein  the  paffover  was 
to  be  eaten :  In  the  manner  of  his  oblation,  not  a 
hfone  to  be  broken  ^ :  Again,  the  manner  of  his  death, 
by  piercing  his  hands  and  his  feet  ^ ;  the  very  words 
ufed  bv  him* ;  the  words  ufed  of  hiin^  ;  the  crucify-- 
ing  of^  him  between  malefaftors  ^ ;  the  whippings  7 ; 
the  dividing  of  his  garments,  and  calling  lots  upon  his 
vefture®  J  the  thirft  of  our  Saviour  upon  the  crofs, 
and  the  giving  him  vinegar  and  gall  9. 

'  2.  A  ftrange  and  miraculous-  concuffion  of  nature, 
giving  teftimony  to  the  wonderful  and  unheard  of  dif- 
folution  of  our  Saviour's  body  and  foul,  darknefs  from 
the  fixth  hour  until  the  ninth  hour.  And  it  is  ob- 
fervable  in  the  night  wherein  he  was  bom,  by  a  mi- 
raculous light  the  night  became  as  day  ^^ ;  but  at  his 
death  a  miraculous  darknefs  turned  the  day  into 
iight  for  three  hours  ^^  At  his  birth  a  new  ftar  was 
created  to  be  the  lamp  and  guide  unto  the  place  of 
his  birth  i^ ;  but  at  his  death  the  fun  in  the  lirmament 
was  mafked  with  darknefs,  and  yielded  not  his  light, 
while  the  Lord  of  life  was  pafling  into  the  vale  of 
death.  Again,  another  prodigy  that  accompanied  the 
death  of  Chrift,  was  an  earthquake,  that  rent  the  rockfl^ 
and  opened  the  graves,  and  ftruck  amazement  and 
cohvi£Uon  into  the  centurion  that  was  watching  him  ^^. 
When  our  Saviour  was  entering  into  the  earth  by 
death,  the  earth  trembled;  and  fo  it  did  when  he 
was  coming  out  of  it  by  his  refurreftion  ^*. 

3.  Again,  the  graves  were  opened,  and  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  faints  arofe :  As  the  touch  of  the  bones 
of  Elifha  caufed  a  kind  of  refurredUon  ^^  ;  fo  our  Sa- 
viour's body,  new  fallen  to  the  earth,  did  give  a  kind 
of  particular  refurreftion  to  the  faints'  bodies,  to  teftify 

■    '  Exbd.  xii.  5.  Isa.  liil.  7.         '  Exod.  xii.  46.  ^  Psal.  xxii.  l6. 

*  Psal.  xxii.  1.  Malth.  xxvii.  A^,  ^  Psal.  xxii.  8.  ^  Matth.  xxvii.  44. 
'  Isa.  liii.  .5.  «  P^al.  xxii.  18.  ^  Psal.  Ixix.  21.  '^  Luke  ii.  9- 
»*  Matth.  xxvii.  45.  ■  »•  Matth.  ii.  f).  "  Matth.  xxvii.  52,  53,  54. 
"  Matth.  xxviii.  2.       "  2  Kings  xiii.  i^  1. 
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thst  by'  his  death  he  had  h^led  the  deadlmefs  of  this ' 
grave,  and  that  the  fatisfa£tion  of  fin  was  accomplifh-' 
ed,  when  death,  the  wages  of  fin,  was  thus  conquered,  ^ 
4.  Again,  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent  in .  twain : 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ^ ;  the  veil  was  that  which : 
divided  the  mofr  holy  place  from  the  reft  of  the  taberna-* 
cle  2,  and  in  that  moft  holy  place,  were  contained  the^ 
myfterious  types,  the  ark  of  the  covaiant,  and  the- 
mercy-feat ;  and  within  this  veil  only  the  high  prieft  en- 
tered once  a  year,  when  he  made  an  atonement  forthe> 
people  and  for  the  tabernacle  ^  :  And  now  at  our  Sa».- 
viour's  death,  this  veil  was  rent  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom;  and  it  imported  divers  very  great  myfteries:; 
i.  That  now  our  great  high  pried  was  entering  into 
the  moft  holy,  with  his  own  blood,  having  thereby 
made  the  atonement  for  us :  'By  his  own  bloody'  he 

*  entered  once  into  the  moft  holy  place,  having  ob-^ 

*  tamed  eternal  redemption  for  us^/  2*  lliat  th<? 
means  whereby  he  entered  into  the  moft  holy  plac^ 
was. by  rending  of  his  humanity,  his  foul  iromhis 
body, .  typified  by  the  rending  of  that  veil,  and  tlifire* 
lore  his  flefli,  that  is,  his  whole  human  nature  wa3  tha 
veil ;  '  Confecrated  through  the  veil,  that  is,  his  flefli  ^.1 
S.  That  now  by  the  death  of  Chrift  ail  thofj  dark 
myfteries  veiled  up  formerly  in  the  mod  Holy,  the  nrk 
of  the  covenant,  and  the  mercy  feat,  are  now  rended 
open,  and  their  myfteries  unfolded;  Chrift  the  me- 
diator of  the  covenant^  and  the  feat  of  mercy  and  a(> 
ceptation  unto  all  believers,  founded  and  feated  upoa 
lam,  and  thereby  that  life  and  immortality,  'whidi 
/was  wrapt  up  in  the  myfteries  of  the  old  covenant,  and 
.yet  thofe  myfteries  veiled  and  incjofed  up  within  th« 
veil,  is  now  brought  to  light  through  the  gofpel  ^\  and 
the  veil  rent  in  twain,  that  as  well  the  meaning  of 
thofe.  myfteries  and  types  under  the  law  is  difcovered* 
4.  That  now  the  ufe  of  the  ^  ceremonial  latv  is  at  an 
.end,,  the  greafteft  and  moft  fecred  myftery  of  the  ta- 

.  *  Mattb.  xxvii.  67.  -  Exnd.  jtxvi.  38#  •'  Le\'.  ^vi.  SQ*  .Hcb.  ix.  7. 
*  Ileb,  ix.  12.      *  Hcb.  x.  i^O.       « $J  Tim.  i.  10. 
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bemacle,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  ceremonial  law, 
was  this  that  was  within  the  vdll,  the  moft  holy  placed, 
wherein  were  the  moft  holy  and  reverend  myfteries, 
the  ark  and  the  mercy-feat ;  but  now  the  veil  is  rent, 
the  ufe  abolifhed,  the  covenant  of  the  people  is  given, 
the  body  of  Chrift  typified  by  the  temple,  feparated, 
and  fo  the  ufe  of  the  other  temple,  tabernacle,  and  the 
holy  places,  veffels,  inftruments  thereof,  ceafed :  5.That 
now  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  moft  holy  place,  is 
open  unto  all  believers :  Chrift  our  high  prieft  is  eat 
tered  in  with  his  own  blood,  and  has  not  clofed  the 
veil  after  him,  but  rent  it  afunder,  and  made  and  left, 
a  paffage  for  all  believers  to  follow  him,  with  our 
prayers  and  accefs  to  the  glorious  God,  and  hereafter 
in  our  perfons :  '  Having  therefore  boldnefs  to  enter 

•  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and 

•  liying  way,  which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us,  through 

•  the  veil,  that  is  to  fay,  his  fleih ;  let  us  draw  near  wkh 

•  a  true  heart  ^J 

And  now  we  have  gone  thus  far  with  our  Lord  un^ 
to  his  death,  we  ihall  follow  him  to  his  grave.  Jofeph 
of  Arimathea,  having  an  honourable  mention  by  aQ 
four  evangelifts  ^ ;  a  rich  man,  and  Jefus'  difdple  ^  { 
an  hojjourable  gounfellor,  who  waited  for  the  kingdom 
of  God  * ;  a  counfellor,  a  good  man,  and  a  juft,  wi» 
had  not  confented  to  the  counfel  or  deed  of  the  Jews^ 
and  waited  for  the  kingdom  of  God  ^ ;  a  difciple  of 
Chrift,  but  fecretly,  for  fear  of  the  Jews :  this  man 
manifefted  his  faith  and  love  to  his  mafter  whien  he 
was  in  his  loweft  condition ;  goes  to  Pilate  boldly,  ai|d 
begs  his  Saviour's  body ;  he  wraps  it  in  a  clean  linen 
cloth,  laid  it  in  a  tomb  provided  for  himfelf,  and  hewn 
out  of  the  rock,  and  rolled  a  great  ftone  upon  the 
'  door  of  the  fepulchre.  And  as  by  his  death  with  the 
malefadors,  fo  by  his  burial  in  this  rich  man's  fepol- 
chre,  he  fulfilled  both  parts  of  the  prophecy,  *  He 

•  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  rich 

» Heb.  ;r.  ig,  20.  *  Matth. xxvii.  57*  '  Mark xv.  43-  *Luk€ xxiii.dO, 
^  John  xix.  38. 
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^  in  his  death  ^'  The  high  priefts  condnued  their  ma- 
lice, and  their  jealoufy,  even  againft  the  dead  body  of 
otir  Sa^TOur;  and,  to  fecure  themfelves  againft*  the 
fufpidon  of  his  refurreftion  on  the  third  day,  take 
order  for  making  the  fepulchre  fure,  till  the  third  day 
was  paft  2  :  They  feal  the  ftone,  and  fet  a  watch.  And 
it  is  very  ol>fervable,  how  the  almighty  counfel  of  God 
made  ufe  of  the  very  malice  and  jealoufy  of  thefe  peo- 
ple, for  the  confirming  of  his  own  truth,  Chrift's  re- 
furreftion,  and  our  faith ;  their  malicious  and  curious 
induftry,  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  a  fiftitious  refur- 
reftion,  abundantly  and  imcontrolably  convincing  the 
reality  of  our  Saviour's  death  and  true  refurreftion. 
He  is  laid  in  the  grave  the  evening  of  the  day  wherein 
he  fuffered ;  a  ftone  rolled  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
grave,  fuch  as  required  a  confiderable  ftrength  to  re- 
move it,  infomuch  that  the  women  that  came  the  firft 
day  of  the  week  to  embalm  the  body,  were  in  a  great 
difficulty  how  it  Ihould.  be  removed  3,  for  it  was  a 
great  ftone  * ;  and  this  ftone  fealed :  And,  as  if  all 
mis  were  tpo  little,  and  the  bonds  of  death  and  the 
ive  were  too  weak,  they  add  a  watch  of  foldiers  to 
:ure  the  body  ^.  And  here  we  leave  for  a  while  our 
Saviour's  body,  interred  with  fpices  ^,  in  a  new  fepul- 
chre, wherein  never  before  any  lay  7,  hewn  out  of  a 
rock  in  the  garden  ^.  That  as  in  the  garden,  death  at 
firft  laid  hold  of  the  firft  Adam,  fo  in  the  garden  the 
fecond  Adam  undergoes  the  ftate  of  death,  and  gains 
the  vidory  over  the  grave :  His  agony  in  a  garden, 
and  his  interment  in  a  garden ;  his  body  refts  in  the 
grave,  and  his  foul  tranflated  into  Paradife ;  for  fo  he 
witneffed  of  himfelf, '  This  day  fhalt  thou  be  with  me 
*  in  Paradife  9 ; '  for  at  the  inftant  of  his  diffolution  our 
fatisfaftion  was  made ;  and  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion, fo  far  as  it  depended  upon  his  fuffering,  finiftied : 
So  that  had  it  not  been  for  a  witnefs  of  the  reality 

*  Isa.  liii.  9.  *  Matth.  x,xvii.  60.    '  Mark  xvi.  3.  *  Matth.  xxvii.  6  . 

*  Matth.  xxvii.  QQ.    ^  John  xix.  S9«    '  John  xLx.  41.    **  John  xix.  4^ 

•  Luke  xxiji.  43. 
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and  truth  of  his  death,  and  of  the  power  and  realitjr 
of  his  refurreftion,  and  the  fulfilling  of  the  decree  of 
God,  manifefted  in  the  fcriptures,  he  might  have  re- 
affumed  life  the  next  inftant  after  his  death :  For  the 
debt  to  the  juftice  of  God  was  fully  fatisfied,  and  his 
continuance  in  the  grave  undl  the  third  day  was  not 
by  the  power  of  death,  which  he  vanquilhed  in  the 
inftant  of  his  diffoludon,  but  a  voluntary  fubjedling  of. 
himfelf  unto  that  ftate,  for  the  ftrengthening  of  our 
feith,  and  the  fulfilling  of  the  fcriptures. 
.  And  now  we  come  to  the  confideration  of  the  re- 
furredion  of  our  Lord  ;  by  which  he  was  declared  to 
be  the  Son  of  God  with  power ;  and  by  which  the 
fulnefs  and  completenefs  of  our  redemption  by  him, 
is  abundantly  manifefted.  He  chofe  that  dme  to  die, 
when  the  paffover  was  flain :  that  time  wherein  Adam, 
was  created,  the  fixth  day  of  the  week  at  evening.  He 
chofe  that  time  for  his  body  to  reft  in  the  grave,  and 
for  his  foul  to  reft  in  Paradife,  wherein  his  Father, 
refted  from  all  the  great  work  of  the  creation,  the 
feventh  day  of  the  week  ;  and  he  chofe  that  day  to 
rife  again,  which  his  Father  chofe  to  begin  the  creation, 
the  firft  day  of  the  week :  that  the  fame  day  might 
bear  the  inscription  of  the  creation  and  of  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  world :  And  that  as  in  that  day  the  Lord 
God  brought  light  out  of  darknefs,  fo  this  light,  the. 
light  that  enlightneth  every  man  that  comes  into  the 
world,  fliould  arife  from  tiie  land  of  darknefs,  the  grave: 

*  This  is  the  day  that  the  Lord  hath  made,  let  us  be  glad 

*  and  rejoice  therein.'  The  time  of  the  day  wherein  our. 
Lord  arofe,  was  very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  firft. 
day  of  the  week  as  it  began  to  dawn  S  while  it  was. 
yet  dark,  or  fcarcely  full  light  2 :  And  the  manner  o£ 
it  was  full  of  wonder  and  aftonifhment.  An  angel 
from  heaven  comes  down  to  draw  the  curtain  of  our. 
Saviour *s  grave,  and  with  an  earthquake  rolls  away  the 
ftone  that  covered  it ;  the  keepers,  who  had  watch- 
fully   obferved   the    order    of    their    commandersj^ 

*Matlh.  xxviii.  1.        *Johnxx.  1. 

were 
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were  ftricken  with  aftonifhment  and  became  as  dead  S 
Our  Lord,  who  had  power  to  lay  down  his  life,  and 
power  to  take  it  up  again  2,  re-affumes  his  body,  which, 
though  it  had  tafted  death,  yet  had  not  feen  corruption, 
and  arifeth,  and  thereby  proclaimed  the  completing  (rf 
our  redemption  ;  and  therefore  not  poffible  he  fliould 
be  longer  holden  of  it  3,  His  viftory  over  death  and  the 
grave  lor  us  4.  When  our  Lord  raifed  up  Lazarus,  he 
came  forth  of  the  grave  bound  hand  and  foot  with 
grave  clothes  ^.  Though  he  v/as  for  the  prefent  ref- 
cued  from  death  by  the  power  of  Chrift,  yet  he  muft 
ftUl  be  fubjeO:  to  it :  He  is  revived,  but  yet  rifeth 
with  the  bonds  of  death  about  him ;  he  muft  die 
again  :  But  when  our  Lord  rifeth,  he  fhakes  off  his 
grave  clothes;  the  linen  that  wrapped  his  body  in 
one  place,  and  the  linen  that  bound  his  head  in  ano- 
ther ^.  Our  Lord  being  rifen,  dieth  no  more  j  death 
hath  no  power  over  him  7. 

And  thus  we  have  confidered  the  hiftory  of  Chrift's 
Paffion  and  Refurreftion,  the  firft  and  fecond  general 
confideration :  who  it  was  that  fuffered  ;  and  what  it 
was  he  fuffered.     The  third  confideration  follows :   ** 

III.  From  whom  he  fuffered  all  thefe  things.  The 
confideration  of  which  doth  highly  advance  ^  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Chrift.  1 .  He  fuffered  this  from  the  hands 
of  his  own  Father :  it  was  he  that  bruifed  him,  put 
him  to  grief,  and  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  9.  , 
It  was  he  that  reached  him  out  that  bitter  cup  to 
drink  :  2. '  The  cup  which  my  father  hath  given  me, 

*  fliall  I  not  drink  ^^  ?'  It  was  he  that  bound  that  burden 
fo  clofe  upon  him,  that  made  him  fweat  great  drops 
of  blood  in  the  garden,  and  though  thrice  importuned 
for  a  difpenfation  from  it,  yet  would  not  grant  it :  it 
was  he,  that  when  the  greateft  extremity  of  pain  and 
forrow  lay  upon  him,  to  add  thereunto,  withdrew  the 
fenfe  of  his  prefence  from  him,  which  wrung  from 

*  Matth.  xxvlii.  2,  S,  4.    *  John  x.  17.    '  Acts  ii.  24.    *  1  Cor.  15. 
'John  xi.  44.         ''John  xx.  6,  7.  '  Horn.  v*.  y.  "  agj^iavatc. 

•  I»a.  liii.  ip,      **^  John  xviii.  II. 
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him  that  bitter  cry,  *  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou 
^  forfaken  me  ?'  The  injuries  of  an  enemy  are  eafily 
borne,  but  the  forfakings  of  a  father  are  intolerable. 
2.  The  immediate  inftruments  and  contrivers  of  hi^ 
fufferings  were  fuch  as  had  a  nearnefs  of  relation  to 
him ;  people  of  the  fame  nation,  and  his  kinfmen 
according  to  the  flefh ;  the  feed  of  Abraham ;  people 
of  his  own  religion ;  that  worfhipped  the  lame  God, 
acknowledged  the  fame  fcripture ;  the  vifible  church 
of  God ;  and  chief  reprefentatives  of  that  church ; 
moft  emtinent  in  place,  reputation,  and  pretence  of 
holinefs ;  the  chief  priefts,  and  elders,  and  Icribes : 
people  that  he  had  never  injured  in  his  life  ;  but  ob- 
liged them  with  his  many  miraculous  cures,  his  pre- 
cious and  heavenly  inftrudions,  his  tendereft  and 
deareft  love  and  compaffion :  That  very  Jerufalemi 
which  he  wept  over  ^,  and  would  have  gathered  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  is  now 
that  brood  that  feeks  the  deftrudtion  of  him  that 
came  to  fave  them  ;  and  in  that  vile  competition  of- 
fered to  them  between  the  redeemer  and  murderer, 
chofe  rather  to  fave  a  malefaftor  2,  than  to  deliver  theij: 
innocent  and  merciful  Saviour :  And  thefe  were  they 
that,  beyond  the  examples  even  of  common  humanity, 
purfued  their  kinfman,  their  benefadtor,  their  re- 
deemer, with  fuch  exad  bitternefs,  and  malice,  and 
fcom,  and  cruelty,  that  as  it  feemed  barbarous  to  the 
heathen  judge,  fo  it  hath  out-gone  the  pra<5lice  of  the 
heathenifh  tyrants :  '  It  was  not  an  enemy  that  re- 

*  proached  me,  then  would  I  have  borne  it,  but  it  was 

*  thou,  mine  acquaintance  3. ' 

IV,  Let  us  confider  how  he  fuffered  all  thefe  things ; 
and  this  doth  infinitely  advance  the  excellence  and 
value  of  his  fu£Fering.  1.  He  fuffered  innocently: 
he  had  *  done  no  violence,  neither  was  any  deceit  in 

*  his  mouth ;  yet  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him  */ 

*  He  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin^.'  The 

»  Mattb.  xxiii.  37.    *  Mattli-  xxvii.  20.  '  Psal.  Iv.  l-^.    *•  Isa.  liii.  9- 
*<?Cur.  V.  «!. 
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companions  of  his  fuffering  juftify  him.  *  We  indeed 

*  juftly,  but  this  man  halh  done  nothing  amifs  * :'  his 
parfecutors  juftify  him ;  and  yet  their  malice  refted 
Hot,  but  fought  out  falfe  witneffes  againft  him  2.  And 
trhen  they  themfelves  were  convinced  of  tneir  own 
mjufUce,  in  profecution  of  an  Innocent,  yet  what  they 
could  not  avouch  upon  the  account  of  juftice,  they 
do  upon  the  point  of  expedience  3,  Caiaphas  gives 
them  counfel,  that  it  was  expedient  that  one  fhould 
die  for  the  people :  Judas  that  betrayed  him,  juftified 
him .;  *  I  have  finned,  in  that  1  have  betrayed  the  in- 

*  accent  blood*:*  His  judge  acquits  him,  and  in  a 
fignal  teftimony  of  his  judgment.     '  He  took  water, 

*  and  waflied  his  hands  before  the  multitude,  faying, 

*  I  am  innocent  of  the  blood  of  this  juft  perfon  ^  :*  And 
yet  though  in  teftimony  of  the  fatisfadion  of  his  judg- 
ment, he  waiheth  his  hands  in  water  before  them,  yet 
he  C9ndenms  the  perfon  that  he  acquits,  and  ftains 
diofe  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  Lord,  whom  yet  he 
juronounceth  innocent.  And  this  innocence  of  our 
Saviour  was  not  only  a  negative  innocence,  an  abfence 
of  guilt,  but  a  pofitive  innocence ;  he  fuifared  that  had 
Bot  only  done  no  ill,  but  that  had  done  nothing  but 
good  :  he  healed  their  fick,  he  cured  their  lame,  their 
btkid,  their  deaf,  their  lepers,  caft  out  their  devils,  and 
which  was  more  than  all  this,  (hewed  them  the  way  to 
eternal  life,  to  the  faving  of  the  fouls  of  many,  and  the 
convincing  of  the  confciences  of  all  that  heard  him  : 
^  Never  man  fpake  like  this  man^  :'  And  well  might 
he  afk  as  once  he  did,  upon  another  occafion,  '  For 

*  which  of  all  my  good  works  do  ye  ftone  me.7  ?  Do  ye 

*  crucify  me  ?* — '  Bleffed  Lord,  they  crucify  thee  for  all 
'  thy  good  works  :  If  thou  hadft  been  guilty,  poffibly 

*  thou  mighteft  have  been  fpared  in  the  ftead  of  Ba- 

*  rabbas ;  nay,  if  thou  hadft  been  only  innocent,  it  is 

*  poifible  thy  perfecutors  might  not  have  beaa  alto- 

^  Luke  xxiii.  41.  *  Matth.  xxvi.  60.  '  John  xviii.  1  i. 

*  Matth.  xxvi.  4.    ^  Matth.  xxrii.  <?4.    *  John  vii.  46.    ^  John  x.  32. 
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*  gather  fo  violent  againft  thee  :  but  thou  fufFeredft  for 

*  the  very  good  thou  didft  :  It  was  not  only  an  aft  of 
'  injuftice  that  fpared  not  thy  innocence,  but  an  im- 

*  provement  of  envy  that  did  malign  thy  very  goodnefs.* 
^  For  he  knew  that  for  envy  they  had  delivered  him  up.i* 

2.  He  fuffered  all  patiently ;  *  He  was  opprefTed, 

*  and  he  was  alflifted,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth ; 

*  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter ;  and  as  a 

*  (heep  before  her  fhearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not 

*  his  mouth  2:*  Betrayed  by  his  difciples,  hurried 
away  by  the  black  guard  that  apprehended  him,  re- 
proached and  vilified  by  the  high  priefts  and  elders, 
forfaken  and  denied  by  his  followers,  ftricken,  fpit 
upon,  and  bafely  injured  by  the  abjefts  in  the  high 
prieft's  hall,  derided  by  Herod,  infulted  upon  by  Pi- 
late, '  knoweft  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  condemui 

*  thee  ?'  whipt,  clothed  in  fcorn  with  purple,  and 
crowned  with  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  in  that  difguife 
faluted  in  fcorn  with  Hail  King  of  the  Jews  :  forced  to 
bear  his  burdenfome  crofs,  which  muft  afterwards 
bear  him ;  and  then  as  one  of  the  bafeft  of  all  men 
and  vileft  of  malefaftors,  nailed  to  the  crofs  with  mpft 
exquifite  torment ;  and  then,  by  one  of  his  com- 
panions in  death,  by  the  general  rabble  that,  were 
about  him,  by  the  fuperftitious  fcribes  and  elders,  re- 
proached as  a  blafphemer,  as  an  impoftor :  and  yet  in 
the  midft  of  all  this  ufage,  fcarce  a  word  fpoken,  and 
thofe  that  he  fpake,  not  favouring  of  any  impatience 
or  complaint  againft  his  perfecutors,  but  full  of  mild- 
nefs,  gentlenefs,  fweetnefs,  goodnefs,  and  whilft  his 
perfecutors  are  bufy  in  revilings  and  tormentings, 
he  as  induftrious  to  pray  for  them ;  '  Father  forgive 

*  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do  3/ 

3.  Which  is  yet  a  higher  ftep,   he  fuffered  all  this 
willingly,  and  cheerfully,  *  No  man  taketh  my  life 

*  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf  4.'  *  I  have  a 

*  baptifm  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  ami  ftraitened 

^  lizxxh.  xxvii.  18.    '^  Isa.  liii.  7.    *  Luke  xxiii.  34-    *  John  x.  18. 
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*  till  it  be  fulfilled  i  ?'  And  this  wUlingnefs  of  our 
Lord's  fufFerings  appeai-s  in  thefe  particulars:  1.  In 
that  when  he  had  power  to  prevent  it,  and  to  refcus 
himfelf  from  the  infolence  of  his  perfecutors,  yet  ha 
ufeth  it  not :  one  angel  armed  by  commiflion  from 
God,  in  one  night  deftroyed  a  vaft  army  of  the  Af- 
fyrians ;  and  upon  the  defire  of  our  Lord,  no  lefs  than 
twelve  legions  were  ready  for  his  guard  ;  but  yet  this 
muft  not  be ;  '  How  then  fhall  the  fcriptures  be  ful- 

*  filled  5?/  When  the  company  that  were  fent  to  ap- 
prehend him,  heard  thofe  wofds,  *  I  am  he,*  they  went 
backward  and  fell  to  the  ground  3.  The  fame  power 
by  which  they  fell,  could  have  fo  bound  them  never 
to  have  rifen  again  ;  but  our  Lord,  though  he  mani- 
fefted  this  power  to  evidence  his  divinity,  yet  he 
ufeth  it  not  fo  far  as  to. impede  his  paflion  ;  and  as  it 
were,  refumes  and  calls  back  that  manifeftation  of  his 
-deity,  left  it  might  be  a  means  to  interrupt  the  fervice 
which  he  was  about  to  perform  for  mankind.  He 
afked  them  again,  *  whom  feek  ye  ?'  2.  In  that  he  cor- 
reds  and  checks  all  things  that  might  be  either  an 
impediment  of  his  paffion,  or  that  mi^ht,  in  the  leaft 
degree,  betray  an  unwillingnefs  for  him  to  undergo  it. 
Doubtlefs  there  was  an  adequate  reprefentation  unto 
him  of  the  dreadfulnefs  of  that  conflift  he  was  to  un- 
dergo with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  yet  upon  all  occa- 
fions  he  correfts  that  fear  and  thofe  fad  apprehenfions 
which  caufed  his  human  nature  to  flirink  at  it :  '  Fa- 

*  ther  fave  me  from  this  hour,  but  for  this  caufe  came 

*  I  to  this  hour  4  •/  «  Father  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this 

*  cup  pafs  from  me :  neverthelefs  not  as  I  will,  but 

*  as  thou  wilt  ^  :'  That  even  whilft  the  infirmity  of  his 
human  nature  ftarted  at  the  apprehenfion  of  what  he 
was  to  fuffer,  and  prayed  againft  it,  yet  the  freenefs 
and  purity  x>i  his  obedience  carried  him  on  to  it,  and 
made  him  as  it  were,  unpray  what  he  had  before 
prayed  :  And  though  his  foul  ftartled  at  the  difcovery 

'  Luke  X!?.  50.  «  Mattl\  \\vi.  .54.  'John  xvili.  0. 

^  John  xii.  27 »  *  Alalth.  xwi.  3:>. 
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of  that  difmal  vale  tljat  it  was  now  to  pafs  through, 
yet  his  love  to  mankind  and  his  refolution  of  obedi- 
ence to  his  father's  will  carried  him  on  with  willing- 
nefs  to  fufFer  that  which  he  was  troubled  to  fee.  Again, 
how  doth  he  check  all  hio  impediments  to  his  fufFer- 
ing:  he  forefeeth  fliame  and  pain  ;  he  arms  himfelf 
againft  both  ^  ;  with  patience  againft  the  latter,  he 
endured  the  crofs  ;  with  refolution  againft  the  former, 
he  defpifed  the  fliame.  -Again,  when  Peter  began  to 
play  the  politician  in  advifmg  our  Lord  to  decline  his 
fuffering,  how  feverely  dfjth  he  take  him  up  ?  '  Get 
'  thee  behind  me ;  the  cup  which  my  Father  hath 
'  given  me  to  drink,  fhall  I  not  drink  it  ^  ?*  Again, 
when-the  forward  zeal  of  the  difciple  drew  his  fword, 
and  cut  off  a  fervantof  the  high  prieft's  ear,  our  Lord 
checks  the  aifiiilant,  and  cures  the  wound ;  left  any 
thing  fliould  retard  the  execution  of  that  thing  for 
which  he  came  into  the  world,  or  import  the  leaft 
argument  of  backwardnefs  in  him  to  undergo  it  ^.  It 
is  very  obfervable  to  fee  how  Pilate  was  ready  to  fluc- 
tuate upon  every  occafion,  and  fliifted  from  place  to 
place,  and  from  point  to  point,  to  decline  the  con- 
demnation of  our  I^rd  :  When  he  anfvvered  him  no- 
thing, he  mai'velied,  and  was  at  a  ft  and  upon  his 
filence  •*.  When  he  heard  his  accufation  to  be,  '  be- 
^  caufe  he  made  himfelf  the  Son  of  God,*  he  was  the 
more  afraid  5,  he  had  fecret  checks  from  his  own  con- 
fcience,  and  weighty  advertifements  from  his  wife,  that 
doubtlefs  did  put  him  to  a  great  perplexity  of  mind, 
which  was  fcarcely  conquerable  by  the  importunity 
of  the  Jews  :  And  if,  in  the  midft  of  this  unrefolved- 
nefs  and  hefitancy  of  mind,  our  Saviour  fliould  in 
any  one  anfwer  of  his,  have  fent  forth  that  majefty 
and  ftrength  of  conviftion,  that  he  could  eafily,  and 
upon  former  occafions  had  done,  certainly  the  Jews 
muft  have  expefted  the  coming  of  another  deputy  to 
have  been  the  executioner  of  this  purpofe.     But  our 

*  Heb.  xii.  9.   '^  Matth.  xvi.  23.  John  xviii.  11.    '  Matth.  xxvi.  52* 
John  xviii.  11.      ^  iVlatih.  xxvi.  14.      ^  John  xix.  8. 
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Lord  was  fo  far  from  declining  this  great  work  of  our 
redemption  oy  his  blood,  that  he  feems  purpofely  to 
decline  that  majefty  of  fpeech  wherewith  he  could 
have  confounded  his  judge,  and  either  anfwered  him 
with  filencs  or  with  fuch  expreffions  as  might  not  too 
much  affright  him  from  the  proceeding  in  that  fad 
employment :  *  Thou  couldft  have  no  power  at    all 

*  againft  me,  unlefs  it  were  given  thee  of  God  ^.' 
Though  he  blamed  the  malice  of  his  accufers,  he  ad- 
mits and  aflerts  the  authority  of  his  judge. 

V.  Let  us  confider,  for  whom  he  fuffered  all  this : 
1.  The  perfons  for  whom  he  fuffered  deferved  it  not. 
The  expreffions  of  the  fcripture  are  full  in  this :  '  Per- 

*  adventure  for  a  good  man  fome  would  even  dare 

*  to  die ;  but  God  commendeth  his  love  towards  us 

*  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  fmners,  Chrift  died  for 

*  us  ^  ;'  the  objefts  which  he  looked  upon  in  his  fuf- 
ferings  were  darknefs^,  'children  of  wrath  4,'  'aliens 

*  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  ftrangers  from  the 

*  covenant  of  promife,  having  no  hope,  and  without 

*  God  in  the  world  5/  See  but  what  a  monder  the 
befl  of  us  were  in  our  natural  condition,  when  every 
power  of  our  foul  and  body  was  quite  corrupted  from 
the  ufe  and  end,  for  which  they  were  made  ^\  2.  As 
it  was  for  thofe  that  deferved  it  not,  nor  any  d/^liver- 
ance  by  it,  fo  it  was  for  a  company  of  creatures  that 
were  no  way  folicitous  for,  nor  fought  after  redemp- 
tion ;  fuch  as  were  ignorant  of  their  own  mifery,  and 
no  way  endeavouring  after  mercy.  Thus  he  was 
found  of  them  that  fought  him  not ;  and  furely  lietle 
feeking  could  be  found  of  fuch  as  were  in  fuch  a  con- 
dition ;  '  Dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins  7/  3.  Not  only 
for  thofe  that  neither  deferved,  nor  fought  after  de- 
liverance, but  his  fufterings  were  for  thofe  that  were 
enemies  ;  '  if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  recon- 

*  ciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son  «  ;*  '  And  you 
'  that  were  fometimes  alienated  and  enemies  in  yc»ar 

'  John  xix.  11.        '  IloiTi.  v.  7.  8.        *  Eph.  v.  8.        ^  Lph.  li.  3. 
*Eph,  ii.  12.      *^  Rom.  iii.  0,  10,  &c.     '  Eph.  ii.  1.      ^  Rom.  v.  10. 
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*  mind  by  wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  he  reconciled  ^  :* 
And  the  enmity  was  fo  perfeft  that  it  corrupted  the 
beft  habits  of  our  minds,  and  turned  them  into  an 
abftrafted  kind  of  enmity ;  the  very  wifdom  of  the 
flefh,  earthly,  fenfual,  and  devilifh  2.  So  that  there 
was  not  only  in  our  nature  an  abfence  of  any  good 
that  might  move  God  to  do  any  thing  for  us,  and  an. 
abfence  of  that  life  that  might  be  folicitous  for  itfelf, 
but  there  was  a  pofitive  malignity  in  our  nature  againft 
that  God  that  fhould  pardon ;  againft  that  Chrift  that 
fhould  fatisfy  ;  againft  that  grace  and  fpirit  that  fhould 
apply :  We  were  aftuated  with  thofe  vile  affeSions 
and  lufts,  that  looked  upon  a  Saviour  with  no  lefs 
averficn  and  fpite,  than  thofe  devils  did,  that  cried  out 
of  the  poiTeffed  man, '  art  thou  come  to  torment  us  be* 
fore  our  time  ?'  And  yet  for  thefp,  and  fi^ch  as  thefe, 
our  Saviour  died ;  nay,  fome  of  thefe  who  had  ac- 
tually their  hands  in  his  blood,  found  the  efficacy  of 
that  very  blood  which  they  flied  ^^  not  crying  for  re- 
venge againft  them,  but  for  mercy  for  them,  and  heal- 
ing thofe  who  had  cruelly  fpilt  it ;  the  efficacy  of  that 
bleffed  prayer  of  his ;  *  Father  forgive  them,  they  know 
not  what  they  do,*  within  fome  few  months  after  his 
death,  did  firft  wound  their  hearts  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
guilt,  and  then  healed  them  with  the  iiifufion  of  his 
blood  4. 

VI.  From  the  confideration  of  the  former  particu-. 
lars,  it  will  eafily  appear  what  was  the  motive  of  this 
great  work.     We  have  feen  in  the  creature  nothing 
but  fin  and  enmity  againft  God,  and  confequently  a 
juft  obligation  to  everlafting  wrath  and  miiery  :  So 
there  we  can  find  nothing  that  might  upon  any  ac- 
count of  merit  or*  defert  draw  out  fuch  mercy  as  this. 
'We  muft  feek  for  the  motive  in  the  author  of  it,  and 
in  him  there  was  no  neceffity  at  all  to  bind  him  to  it : 
It  was  his  own  free  will  that  at  firft  gave  man  a  being 
•%nd  a  bleffed  being ;  and  when  he  had  finned  againft 
.(the  law  and  conditions  of  his  creation,  there  was  a  ne- 

*  Col,  i.  21.      *  Jam.  iii.  15.      »  Heb.  xii.  24.        ^  Acts  ii.  25.  .57. 

ceffity 


of  Cbr'ft  Cruc$ed.  87 

ceffity  of  juftice  for  his  eternal  puniftiment,  but  no 
neceffity  at  all  for  his  reftitution.  God  made  all 
things  for  his  glory,  not  becaufe  he  ftood  in  need  of 
it;  for  he  had  in  himfelf  an  infinite  felf-fufHciency 
and  happinefs,  that  ftood  not  in  need  of  the  glory  of 
his  creation,  nor  was  capable  of  an  acceflion  by  it : 
And  if  it  had,  yet  the  great  God  could  have  enjoyed 
the  glory  of  his  juftice,  in  the  everlafting  punifliment 
of  unthankful  man,  and  yet  had  glorious  creatures 
enough,  the  blefled  angels,  to  have  been  the  ever- 
lafting partakers  and  admirers  of  his  goodnefs :  And 
if  there  had  been  yet  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  vifible 
intelleftual  creatures,  to  be  the  participants  of  his 
goodnefs,  and  the  aftive  inftruments  of  his  glory  ;  the 
fame  power  that  created  men,  at  firft,  could  have 
created  a  new  generation  of  man  that  might  have  fup- 
plied  the  perfection  of  our  firft  parents  and  their  de-i 
fcendants.  What  then  is  the  original  of  all  his  good- 
nefs to  poor  fmful  man  ?  To  purchafe  fuch  a  worth- 
lefs  creature  at  foch  an  invaluable  price  as  the  blood 
of  the  Son  of  God  ?  Nothing  but  love ;  free  unde- 
ferved  love;  love  that  loved  before  it  was  fought; 
that  loved  when  it  was  rejected  :  *  The  Lord  did  not 

*  fet  his  love  upon,  nor  chufe  you  becaufe  ye  were 

*  more ;  but  becaufe  the  Lord  loved  you  ^ : '  He  loved 
you  becaufe  he  loved :  as  Almighty  God  could^  not 
define  himfelf  by  any  thing  but  himfelf,  '  I  am  that 
I  am  2/  fo  he  can  refolve  his  love  into  no  other  mo-» 
tive  than  his  love,  he  loved  you  becaufe  he  loved  you : 
And  here  is  the  fpring,  the  fountain  of  this  ftrange 
and  unheard  of  goodnefs  of  God  in  Chrift ;  nothing 
but  the  free  love  of  God ;  *  So  God  loved  the  world, 

*  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  3,  &c.*   *  Here  is 

*  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  th^t  he  Iove4  us, 

*  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  our  fins  * ;' 
and  that  veiy  fame  individual  love  that  was  in  the  Fa- 
ther to  fend,  was  in  the  Son  to  come,  and  to  die  for  u 

*Dcut.  vU.  7.     *  Exod.  iii.  14.     »JohniJKl6.       MJohniv.lt. 

a  4  It 


% 


88  Of  the  Kncwle^ge 

It  was  he  that  loved  and  waflied  us  with  his  own 
blood  ;  wafhed  us  becaufe  he  loved  us.  When  we  lay 
like  Ezekiel's  wretched  infant^,  polluted  in  our 
blood,  when  no  eye  pitied  us,  then  this  love  of  God 
paffed  by  us,  and  faid  unto  us,  live:  And  when  that 
life  was  not  acquirable  for  us,  but  by  the  death  of  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  then  to  purchafe  that  life  for  us, 
he  fold  his  own ;  and  to  wafh  us  from  the  pollutions 
of  our  blood,  freely  fpent  and  flied  his  own."  This 
was  '  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  paiTeth  knowledge  2/ 

VIL  Now  let  us  conlider  the  end  and  fcope  of  this 
admirable  love  of  Chrift :  And  as  it  looks  upward  to- 
wards God,  fo  it  looks  downwards  towards  us ;  as 
he  was  the  mediator  between  both,  fo  the  end  of  his 
mediatorfhip  had  a  refpeft  to  both :  1 .  In  reference  to 
God,  and  fo  the  ends  of  our  Lord's  fuffering  were 
principally  thefe : 

'  1.  To  reftore  unto  Almighty  God  the  aftive  fer-r 
vice  and  glory  of  his  creature.  Almighty  God  did  at 
the  firft  create  man  in  fuch  a  conftitution,  that  he 
might  not  only  paflively  and  objeftively  bring  unto 
him  the  glory  of  his  power  and  wifdom  in  the  framing 
pf  fuch  a  creature  to  glorify  him,  as  the  heavens, 
the  ftars  and  other  creatures  below  an  intelleftual  na- 
ture do ;  but  to  be  a  beholder  of  himfelf  and  his 
works,  to  be  an  obferver  of  his  will,  and  to  glorify 
his  Maker  in  the  admiration  of  his  power,  wifdom, 
and  goodnefs,  and  in  the  obedience  and  obfervance  of 
his  law  and  will,  and  to  his  own  glory,  had  by  an 
eternal  bond  annexed  his  creature's  perfeflion  and 
bleffednefs.  Man  rebelled,  and  therefore  as  he  be^ 
came  unferviceable  to  the  end  of  his  creation,  fo  he 
loft  the  bleffednefs  of  his  condition : .  Chrift  came,  and 
by  his  own  blood  purchafed  as  unto  man  his  bleffed- 
nefs, fo  unto  God  the  glory  and  fervice  of  his  crea- 
ture :  This  was  old  Zachary's  colledion^ ;  *  That  we 
*  being  deUvered  -out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemiess 

'•Ezek.  xvi.  5,  6.        *  Eph.  iii.  19.       ^  inference. 
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*  might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  righ- 

*  teoufnefs  ^*     '  Who  gave  himfelf  for  us   that  he 

*  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto 

*  himfelf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works  2/ 
And  this  was  the  chief  part  of  that  account  thai  our 
Lord  giveth  unto  his  Father,  in  that  bleffed  prayer  that 
he  made  a  little  before  his  paflion :  '  I  have  glorified 
thee  on  earth,  1  have  finilhed  the  work  which  thou 

*  gaveft  me  to  do  ^J     As   if  he  fhould   have  faid, 

*  Thou  haft  fent  me  into  the  world  about  a  great  and 

*  weighty  bufinefs,  the  reftitution  of  thy  fallen  crea- 
'  tures  ;  and  that  therein  as  thy  creature  may  partake 

*  of  thy  gopdnefs,  fo  thou  maycft  reap  the  glory  of 

*  thy  creatures  f(:rvice  :  And  now  behold  according 

*  to  that  command  of  thine,  I  here  return  unto  thee 

*  thy  creature  healed,  and  reftored,  that  it  may  be  as 

*  well  a  monument,  as  a  proclaimer  of  thy  goodnefs, 

*  and  glory,  unto  all  eternity/ 

2.  To  manifeft  unto  men  and  angels  the  glory  and 
infinite  perfeftion  and  excellence  of  all  his  bleffed  at- 
tributes :  the  glory  of  his  wildom  in  contriving,  and  of 
his  power  in  effecting  fuch  a  deliverance  for  the  children 
of  men,  by  a  way  that  exceeded  the  difquifuion  of  men 
and  angels ;  the  glory  of  his  mercy  that  could  net  have 
been  poffibly  fo  confpicuous  to  mankind,  if  man  had 
never  fallen.  In  the  creation  of  man  he  manifefted 
the  glory  of  his  goodnefs,  that  communicated  a  being 
to  him,  that  fo  he  might  communicate  his  goodneJs 
to  him  :  but  in  the  redemption  of  man,  he  manifefted 
his  mercy  in  forgiving  and  healing  a  rebellious  and 
mifejable  creature:  The  glory  of  his  juftice,  that 
would  not  pardon  the  fin  till  he  had  a  fatisfaclion  for 
the  fin ;  that  would  not  fpare  the  fon,  whom  he  cliofe 
to  be  the  furety  for  the  finnen 

2.  In  reference  to  man :  And  fo  the  ends  of  our 
Lord's  fuffering  were  principally  thefe : 

1 .  To  abfolve  and  deliver  him  from  guilt,  the  con- 
fequence  of  fin,  and  mifery  the  fruit  of  guilt :  *  In 

»  Luke  i.  74,  75.        » Titus  ii.  14.         ^  John  xvii.  4. 

'  whom 
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*  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  this 

*  forgivenefs  of  fins  i.'  And  furely,  had  the  fruit  of 
Chrift's  death  refted  here,  it  had  been  a  great  degree 
of  mercy  ;  if  we  rightly  weighed  the  hcavinefs  of  the 
burden  of  guilt,  the  fcvcrity  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  the  extremity  of  that  mifery  that  doth  and  muft 
attend  it.  If  a  man  under  the  guilt  and  horror  of 
fomc  hideous  trcafon,  under  the  fcvcre  and  inexora- 
ble fcntcnce  of  the  laws  againft  him,  under  the  immi- 
nent inflidion  of  moft  exquifitc  and  continuing  tor- 
ments, ftiould  but  hear  of  a  pardon  and  difcharge  from 
this;  how  welcome  would  it  be,  though  the  refidue 
of  his  life  were  to  be  fpcnt  in  exile  \  but  our  Lord's 
purchafe  refts  not  here. 

2.  To  reconcile  God  to  his  creature.  So  that  it 
doth  not  only  remove  the  effefts  of  the  anger  of  God, 
which  is  puniflimcnr,  which  may  be  removed,  and 
yet  the  anger  continuing :  Nor  doth  it  only  re- 
move the  anger  of  God,  and  leave  a  man  in  a 
kind  of  flac  ot  indiffercncy,  as  it  is  between  perfons 
that  never  were  acquainted  one  with  another;  but  it 
is  a  ftate  of  reconciliation ;  *  That  he  n^ight  recon- 

*  cile  both  unto  God  in  one  body  by  the  crofs,  hav* 

*  ing  flain  the  enmity  thereby  2 ;'  <  God  was  in  Chrift 

*  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfclf,  not  imputing 

*  their  trcfpaffes  unto  them  3  .'  And  certainly  this  is 
a  great  addition  unto  the  former,  that  God  in  Chrift 
fhould  not  only  pafs  by  our  fins,  but  would  no  longer 
look  upon  us  as  ftrangers,  but  as  perfons  reconciled 
unto  him  :  And  furely  a  foul  fenfiblc  of  the  unhappy 
condition  of  being  cftranged  from  God,  how  highly 
would  he  prize  a  ftate  of  reconciliation,  though  it 
were  in  the  meaneft  and  lowed  relation  ?  M  am  no 

*  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon,  make  me  as  one 

*  of  thy  hired  fervants^ :'  So  that  I  may  not  be  cf- 
tranged from  thee,  reconcile  me  unto  ihyfelf,  though 
in  the  condition  of  thy  meaneft  fervant.  But  neither 
doih  the  happy  fruit  of  our  Lord's  fuffcring  reft  here. 

»  Eph.  i.  7.       ^  Eph.  ii.  16.  '3  Cor.  v.  IQ.       *  Luke  xv.  19. 

3.  To 
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'  8.  To  rcftorc  nnto  us  that  near  and  blcflcd  relation 
of  being  fons  of  God,     *  That  we  might  receive  the 

*  adoption  of  fons  i.' — *  Behold  now  we  are  the  fons 

*  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  fhall  be  ®.* 
This  was  that  dear  expreffion  of  our  Lord,  after  his 
rcfurrciftion.     *  Go  to  my  brethren,  and  tell  them  I 

*  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  to  my  God 
^  andyour  God  3/  He  feems  to  intereft  them  in  this 
blcfled  relation  in  a  kind  of  equality  with  himfelf ;  Mjr 
brethren,  My  Father  and  your  Father,  and  the  fwect 
and  comfortable  confequenis  of  this  are  incomparable. 
Is  be  my  Father  ?  then  1  know  he  can  pity  me  as  a 
father  pitieth  his  children^:  he  can  pardon  and  fparc 
me  as  a  fether  fpareth  his  fon  that  ierves  him  ^.  Is 
he  my  Father  ?  then  whither  (hould  J  go  but  to  him 
for  proteftion  in  all  my  dangers  ?  for  direftions  in  all 
my  difficulties?  for  fatisfaction  in  all  my  doubts? 
for  fupply  in  all  my  wants  ?  This  I  can  with  confi- 
dence cxpeft  from  a  poor  earthly  father,  according  to 
the  compafs  of  his  abilities :  *  If  ye  then  being  evil 
^  know  how  to  give  good  things  unto  your  children, 

*  how  much  mo:e  fhall  your  Father,  who  is  in  heaven, 
^  give  good  thingi  to  them  that  a(k  him^.'  Mercy, 
«nd  compaffion,  ^nd  love,  is  a  virtue  in  a  man,  in  an 
earthly  father,  a  piece  of  that  image  of  God  which  at 
firft  he  imprinted  in  man  ;  and  yet  paffion  and  hu- 
man infirmity,  an  ic  hath  much  weakened  the  habit 
thereof  in  us,  fo  it  may  fufpend  the  exercife  thereof 
to  a  near  relation  :  but  in  Almighty  God  thefe  vir- 
tues are  in  their  perfedlion,  and  nothing  at  all  in 
him  that  can  remit  it;  mercy  and  tenlerneis  a?e  at- 
tributes which  he  delights  in;  mercy  plealeth  him; 
it  was  the  great  attribute  he  proclaimed  his  name 
By  7,  and  fo  difFufive  is  his  mercy  that  it  extends  to 
all,  *  he  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over 
^all  his  works  ^,'  and  not  only  to  the  juft  and  good, 
but  even  to  the  unkind;    cacifing  his  fun  to  fhinc 

*  Gal.  iv.  5.       «  1  John  iii.  2.  '  John  xx.  17.      *  Psal.  ciii.  13, 

*Mai,  iii.  17.    '  Matth.  vii.  i  1.    ^  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.     *  Psai.  o;lv.  9. 

upon 
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upon  the  evil  and  the  good:  and  furely  he  that 
hath  mercy  and  goodncfs  for  an  enemy,  cannot 
deny  it  unto  a  child.      ^  Can  a  mother  forget  her 

*  fucking  child,  &c.  yea  {he  may  forget  j  yet  will  I 

*  not  forget  thee,  faith  the  Lord  i/ 

To  reftore  us  to  a  moft  fure,  everlafting  and  blefled 
inheritance  in  heaven.     *  If  a  fon,  then  an  heir  of 

*  God  through  Chrill^  •/  and  here  is  the  complement 
of  all  J  not  only  abfolved  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  re- 
conciled to  God,  put  into  the  relation  of  a  child  of 
God ;  but  a^ter  all  this,  to  be  everlaftingly  and  un- 
changeably dated  in  a  bleffcd  condition  unto  all  eter- 
nity :  and  all  this  from  the  condition  of  a  moft  vik, 
finful  loft  creature,  and  by  fuch  a  price  as  the  blood 
of  Chrift.     More  need  not,  cannot  be  faid. 

VIII.  And  by  what  hath  been  faid,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
what  the  fruits  and  effedls  of  all  this  are.  God  wiU 
not  be  difappointed  in  the  end  of  fo  great  a  work,  and 
therefore  we  cannot  be  difappoiiued  in  the  fruit  of  it, 
and  thofe  arc  either  fuch  as  are  enjoyed  in  this  life,  or 
principally  appropriated  to  that  which  is  to  come. 
I.  Thofe  benefits  that  naturally  arife  from  Chrift  cru- 
cified, and  are  enjoyed  in  this  life,  are  thefe  : 

1.  Juftification  and  accc[)tationinthe  fight  of  God* 
he  looks  upon  us  as  thofe  that  have  fatisfied  hisjufticc 
when  his  Son  fufFered ;  and  as  thofe  that  performed 
his  will,  when  his  Son  performed  it:  fo  that  as  pur 
Lord  imputed  our  fins  to  our  Redeemer,  fo  he  im- 
putes his  righteoufnels  unto  us  5  and  as  he  was  well 
plcafed  with  him,  fo  he  was  well  plcafed  in  him,  with 
as  many  as  are  received  into  this  covenant. 

2.  Peace  with  God.  This  is  the  natural  confe- 
quenceofthe  lormer.  '  Being  juftified  by  faith,  wc 
'  have  peace  with   God   through    our    Lord    Jeius 

*  Chrift  4/  The  only  caufc  of  breach  between  God 
and  his  creature  is  removed,  and  peace  and  love  re- 
ftored  between  them. 

'  Isaiah  xlix.  15,  *  Gal.  iv.  7-         '  the  crowning  of  the-whole. 

*  Rom.  V.  I. 

3.  Free 
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S,  Free  acceis  unto  God  :  for  wc  are  reftored  unto 
peace  with  him,  and  coni'equently  accefs  unto  him  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  a  part  of  that  d  ity  which  he  expeds 
from  us.  Our  accefs  to  him,  is  not  only  our  privi- 
lege, as  the  accefs  of  a  fubject  to  his  prince,  or  a  child 
to  his  father ;  but  it  is  our  duty,  as  a  thing  enjoined 
unto  us  in  teftimony  of  our  dependance  and  love  to- 
him. 

4.  Confequently,  peace  with  our  ownfelves,  and 
our  own  confcicnce;  and  that  upon  a  do'ble  ground. 
1.  Becaufe  our  confciencc  is  fprinkled  by  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  which  dcfaceth  and  obliteratech  all  thoic 
black  items,  that  otherwife  would  be  continually  call- 
ing upon  us.  2.  Becaufe  confcience  ever  fideth  with 
God,  whole  vicegerent  (he  is  in  the  foul,  and  hath 
the  very  fame  afpedt,  for  the  mod  part  that  heaven 
hath;  and  therefore,  if  it  be  clear  above,  it  is  ordina- 
rily qiriet  within  ;  and  if  God  fpeaks  peace,  the  con- 
fciencc, unlefs  diftempered,  doth  not  fpeak  trouble. . 

5.  An  affurance  of  a  continual  fupply  of  fufEcient 

grace,  to  lead  us  through  this  vale  of  trouble,  without 

a  final  apoftacy  or  falling  from  him.     Were  our  fal- 

vation  in  our  own  hands,  or  managed  by  our  own 

ftrcngth  we  (hould  utterly  lofe  it  every  moment ; 

but  the  power,  and  truth,  and  love  of  God,  is  cn^ 

gaged  in  a  covenant  of  the  highclt  folcmnity  that 

ever  was,  fealed  in  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  for 

our  prcfervation  ;  and  it  Ihall  be  as  impofliblc  for  us 

to  fall  from  that  condition,  as  for  the  Almighty  God 

to  be  difappointcd  :  no,  his  council  and  truth,  the 

conftant  fupply  of  the   blelfcd  Spirit  of  Chrift,  (hall 

keep  alive  that  feed  of  he,  that  he  hath  thrown  into 

his  foul.     *  For  his  feed  rcmaineth  in  him,  and  he  can- 

*  not  fin,  becau  e  he  is  born  of  God  ^' 

6.  Sufficient  grace  to  preferve  us  from,  or  fupport 
us  in,  or  deliver  us  out  of  tempiations.  We  ftand  more 
in  need  of  grace,  than  we  do  of  our  bread  ;  becaufe 
the  confcquence  of  the  want  of  the  former,  is  of  more 

'  1  John  iii.  9- 

danger 
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danger  than  the  latter,  by  fo  much  as  the  fonl  is  more 
valuable  than  the  body.  If  our  Father  is  pleafcd  to 
furnifh  us  with  our  daily  bread,  how  Ihall  he  then 
deny  us  our  daily  and  hourly  fupplies  of  his  grace  ^  ? 
Elpecially  fince  our  intereft  therein  is  founded  upon 
the  covenant  made  in  the  blood  of  Chrift :  *  My  grace 
'  is  fufEcient  for  thee  2.' 

7.  A  favourable  acceptation  of  our  duties,  fince 
they  are  the  performances  of  children ;  and  therefore 
not  meafured  according  to  their  own  worth,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  relation  and  aflFedion  from  whence 
they  proceed. 

8.  A  gentle  and  merciful  pardoning  of  our  failing'?, 
even  as  a  father  pitieth  and  pardoneth  the  infirmities  of 
a  child ;  and  though  he  dof s  not  difpenfe  with  prefump. 
tuous  offences,  yet  he  either  obferves  not,  or  for- 
gives their  many  infirmities.  And  it  is  a  privilege  of 
high  concernment  to  us,  that  as  in  our  firft  converfion, 
the  blood  of  Chrift  wafheth  away  a  whole  life  of  fins 
at  once,  fo  after  our  converfion,  the  fame  fountain 
ftands  open ;  whereunto  we  may  and  muft  relbrt,  to 
cleanfe  our  daily  failings.  Chrift  received  by  faith  in 
the  heart,  is  a  continual  facrifice,  which  I  may  prcfent 
unto  the  Father,  for  my  fins  committed  after  my  con* 
verfion. 

9.  A  comfortable  reftitution  of  a  j  aft  intereft  in  the 
creatures.  When  man  forfookthe  allegiance  he  owed' 
to  his  Maker,  the  intereft  he  had  in  the  creature,  did, 
as  it  were,  efcheat^  to  the  Lord  :  and  though  his: 
goodnefs  after  permitted  him -the  ufe  of  them,  yet  it 
was  flill,  as  it  were,  upon  account:  and  as  the 
fons  of  men  have  a  great  account  to  give  unto 
God  for  their  fins,  fo  they  have  for  his  creatures. 
Chrift  hath  rcftored  unto  us  a  better  propriety  *  in 
that,  which  civil  right  hath  made  ours,  than  what  wc 
had  before. 

•  Rom.  viii.  IS.    *  2  Cor.  xii.  9.    '  wai  forfeited.    *  a'stronger  right 
of  property, 

10.  A 
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10.  A  comfortable  and  fandlificd  ufc  of  all  condi- 
rions :  in  profpcrity,  moderation ;  in  adverfity,  con* 
tcntcdnefs;  in  all,  fobricty.  For  as  our  Lord  hath 
purchafcd  for  us  grace,  to  ufc  all  things  aright,  fo  he 
hath  obtained  for  us  an  inheritance  that  renders  the 
bi^ft  the  world  can  give  us,  unworthy  to  be  valued, 
and  the  worft  it  can  give  us,  unworthy  to  be  feared • 
in  refpedl  of  the  blcffednefc  which  he  hath  fettled 
upon  us. 

1 1.  Ccnfequently  contempt  of  the  world,  bccaufe 
higher  matters  are  in  my  eye,  fuch  as.  the  beft  the 
world  can  yield,  cannot  equal ;  nor  the  worft  it  can 
inflidt,  cannot  take  away.     All  this  upon, 

12.  A  lively  hope :    a   hope    that    maketh    not 

afliamed;  even  of  that  glory  which  my  Saviour  came 

down  from  heaven  to  purchafe  by  his  blood  ;  and  the 

aflurancc  whereof  he  hath  fealed  with  his  blood.     *  I 

^  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you,  and  if  I  go,  and  prc- 

*  pare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 

^  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  ye  may  be  alfb  ^/ 

A  hope  of  a  bleffcd  refurrcdiion  after  death  ;  a  hope 

of  that  bleffcd  appearance  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 

Jefus  Chiift ;  a  hope  of  that  glorious  fc^ntence,  in  the 

prcfcnce  of  men  and  angels,  *  Come,  ye  bleffcd ;'  and 

an  hope  of  an  everlafting  eftate  of  bleffcdnefs  and 

glory  in  the  prefence  of  the  Great  God,  and  glorified 

iaints  and  angels,  unto  all  eternity.     And  the  efficacy 

of  this  hope,  dipped  in  the  blood   of  Chrift,  brings 

us  viftory  : 

1.  yidiory  over  fin.     '  Sin  (hall  not  hare  dominion 

*  over  you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  la ^v,  but  under 

*  grace  2.'     '  He  that  hath  this  hope  puiifieth  himfelf 

*  even  as  he  is  pure  s.' 

^.  Victory  over  the  world,  in  the  beft  it  can  afford 
us;  its  flatteries  and  favours  :  thefe  are  too  fmall  and 
inconfiderable,  when  compared  with  this  hope  ;  they 
Ihine  like  a  candle  in  the  fun,  and  are  ineffectual  to 
mti  over  a  foul  that  is  fixed  upon  this  hope,  and  vic- 

J  Jcho  ii.  3.    *  Bom.  vi.  J 4.     '1  John  iii.  3. 

tory 
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tory  over  the  worfl:  the  world  can  inflift.    OurLord 
hath  conquered  the  world  in  this  refpert  ♦or  us :  *  Be 

*  not  afraid,  I  have  overcome  the  world  ^'  and  con- 
quered it  in  us ;  '  This  is  the  vi6tory  that  overcomcth 

*  the  world,  even  your  faith  2.' 

S.  Victory  over  death  ;  which  now,  by  means  of 
this  bleflcd  hope  is  ftrippcd,  as  well  of  her  terror  as 
her  power ;  ^  Thus  thanks  be  unto  God,  who  giveth 
^  us  the  viftory  through  our  Loid  Jelus  Chrift  3. ' 

And  now  though  the  nature  of  this  argument  hath 
carried  my  meditation  to  a  great  height,  yet,  to  avoid 
miftakes,  fomc  things  I  muft  fubjoin. 

1.  That  when  1  thus  aggravate  the  fufFerings  of  our 
Lord  under  the  imputed  guilt  of  the  fins  of  mankind ; 
yet  we  muft  not  think  that  his  fu Hl^rings  were  the 
fame  with  the  damned  in  duration,  fo  neither  in  kind 
nor  in  degree ;  for  this  could  neitliCr  confift  with  the 
purity  of  his  nature,  nor  innocence,  nor  dignity  of 
his  perfon,  nor  the  hypoftatical  union  of  both  natures 
in  him :  but  he  fuffcred  as  much  as  was  confillent 
wiih  thefe  confiderations  ;  and,  as  confi  Icring  the  dig- 
nity of  his  perfon,  was  equivalent  t6  the  fin  and  deme- 
rits of  all  mankind. 

2.  That  his  righteoufnefs  imputed  to  us,  doth  not 
exempt  us  from  acquiring  a  righteoufnefs  inherent  in 
us.  This  were  to  difappoint  the  end  of  his  fufFering, 
which  was  to  redeem  us  from  our  vain  converfation, 
and  make  us  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  worlfs. 

3.  That  this  purchafe  of  falv  ition  by  Chrift  for  be- 
lievers, is  not  ro  render  them  idle,  or  fccure,  or  pre- 
fumptiious  ;  where  there  i^  fuch  a  difpofition  of  foul,  it 
is  an  evident  indication,  thtit  it  is  not  yet  truly  uni^pd 
unto  Chrift  by  rue  faith  and  love  ;  his  grace  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  prefcrvr  us,  r.nd  always  ready  to  do  it,  if  we 
do  not  wiLully  negl.:  *t  or  rejed  it. 

^  John  xvi.  ZS^    *  i  John  v.  4.     M  Cor.  xv.  57. 
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THE    VICTORY   OF   FAITH 


OVER  THE  WORLD. 


1  JOHN,  V.  4. 

I'OR  WHOSOEVER  IS  BORN  OF  GOD,  OVERCOMETH 
THE  WORLD  ;  AND  THIJi  IS  THE  VICTORY  THAT 
OVERCOMETH  THE  WORLD,    ^VEN  YOUR  FAITH- 

1 HESE  things  are  herein  confiderable  : 

1.  The  a5l  which  is  here  declared,  ViSiory  or 
Overcoming. 

2.  The  perfon  that  exercifeth  this  aft,  or  concern- 
ing whom  this  is  affirmed,  defcribed  by  this  defcrip- 
tion,  a  perfon  that  is  born  of  God. 

3.  The  ihiijg  upon  which  t\iv^  aft  ofvi^fory  is  exer- 
cifed,  viz,  the   fVorld. 

4.  The  inftriinicnt  or  means  by  which  this  aft  is 
cxercifed,  viz.  Faith. 

5.  Tht  mL'thcd  or  order,  or  former  rcafon  whereby 
faith  overcometh  this  world. 

Some  few  obfcrvations  I  fhall  deliver  touching  all 
thefe  in  the  order  propofcd. 

I.  ViSlory  or  overcoming  is  a  fubjugation  or  bring* 
ing  under  an  oppofing  party  to  che  power  and  will  of 
another.  And  this  viftory  is  ol  two  kinds,  complete 
and  perfect,  or  incomplete  or  imperfcd.  1.  I  he 
notion  of  a  complete  viftory  is,  when  either  the  op- 
pofing party  is  totally  dcftroyed,  or  at  Icaft  when  de- 
fpoiled  of  any  poiribility  of  future  refiftance.  Thus 
the  Son  of  God,  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  ovcr- 

voL.  I.  H  catne 


ir 


98    .  The  ViStory  of  Faith 

came  the  word.    ^  Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
^  come  the  world  ^^   And  thus  when  we  arc  delivered 
from  this  body  of  death,   we   fhall   overcome    the 
world.     This  complete  vidlory  will  be  the  portion  of 
theChurch  andChriftian  triumphant.  Again,  2.  There 
is  a  vidory,  but  incomplete,  fuch  as  the  viftory  of 
the  children  of  Ifrael  was  over  the  Canaanites,  which 
though  they  were  fubdued,  as  to  any  poffibility  of  a 
total  re-acquiring   of  a  fuperiority   or  equality  of 
power,  yet  they  were  not  fubdued  from  a  poffibility 
of  annoying,  difquieting  and  rebelling  ;  they  remain- 
ed flill  thorns  to  vex  and  difturb.  though  not  to  fub- 
due  their  conquerors  ;  there  was  ftill  an  over-balance 
of  power  in  the  viftors,  though  not  wholly  to  extir- 
pate them  :  and  this  is  the  condition  of  the  Chriftian 
militant  in  this  world :  he  keeps  the  world  in  fub- 
jedion,  and  every  day  gets  ground  upon  it;  but'  he 
cannot  cxpeft  to  obtain  a  pcrfedl,  complete  and  uni- 
verfal  conqueft  of  it,  till  he  can  truly  fay  with  our 
bleflcd  Lord,  *  The  Prince  of  this  world  hath  npthing 

*  in  me  2/  Which  cannot  be  till  our  change  comes ; 
for  till  then  we  carry  about  with  us  our  lufls,  and 
paffions,  and  corruptions :  which,  though  with  all 
vigilancy  and  feverity,  kept  under,  and  daily  im- 
paired in  their  power  and  malignity,  will  hold  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  world  and  prince  thereof,  and 
be  ready  to  deceive  and  betray  us,  though  never  to 
regain  their  empire  and  fovereignty ;  and  the  reafon 
is  fignificandy  given   by  the   fame    apoftle,    '  For 

*  his  feed  abide th  in  him,  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe 
'  he'is  born  of  God  3/  Indeed  he  may,  and  fhall  have 
lin  as  long  as  he  hath  flefli  about  him.  ^  If  we  fay 
'  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the  truth  is 

*  not  in  us  4.'  But  although  we  have  fin  fl:ill  abiding  in 
us,  and  like  the  bias  in  a  bowl,  warping  us  to  the  world, 
yet  that  vital  feminal  principle  of  the  grace  of  God,  in 
Chrift,  always  keeps  its  ground,  its  life,  and  ten- 

« John  xs'u  83.    «  John  xiv.  SO.    »  1  John  iii.  9.    M  John  i,  8. 
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dcaq^  towards  heaven,  and  wears  out,  waftcs,  and  gra- 
dual^ fubdues  the  contrary  tendency  of  fin  and  cof- 

II.  The  perjon  excrcifing  this  aft  of  viftory  and 
conqueft,  he  that  is  born  of  God.  All  mtcn,  by  na- 
Uure,  may  be  faid,  in  fome  fenfe,  to  be  born  of  God  ; 
the  apotlle  tells  the  Athenians,  '  We  are  all  his  ofF- 
^  fpring  ^'  But  in  this  place,  this  heavenly  birth  is  a 
fecond,  a  fupervenient  birth  from  God  ;  and  hence  it 
\%  called  regeneration,  the  new  birth,  birth  of  the 
water  and  the  fpirix,  birth  of  the  fpirit,  the  formatioa 
of  Chrift  in  the  foul  -,  and  the  creature  fo  new  born 
ftilcd  the  new  creature,  the  new  man,  a  partaker  pf 
the  divine  nature,  born  not  of  the  will  of  man,  nor  of 
the  will  of  the  fleOi,  but  born  of  the  will  of  God. 
And  all  thefe,and  the  like  cxpreffions,  are  figurative, 
and  fccm  to  carry  in  them  a  double  analogy  :  firft,  to 
the  firft  creation  of  mankind  ;  and  fecondly,  to  the 
fffdinary  generatioBi  of  mankind  fince  their  firft  crea- 
ik)ci.  1.  As  to  the  former  analogy,  we  know  by  the  holy 
word  that  the  firft  man  was.  the  root  of  all  mankind, 
-ftampfid  with  the  fignature  of  the  image  of  Almighty 
God,  principally  confifting  in  knowledge,  righccouf- 
nefe  and  holinefs,  and  ftood  or  fell  as  the  common 
rcpri^fcntative  of  all  mankind.  This  image  of  God 
was  in  great  meafurc  loft  and  defaced  by  the  f^U  of 
ma^,  and  more  every  day  Ipoiled  by  the  a6lu:d  fins 
and  acquired  corruptions  of  his  defcendants :  Chrift 
the  fecond  Adam,  hath  inftamped  upon  him  a  new  in- 
fcription  of  the  glorious  God,  came  to  be  a  oom- 
jnon  head,  root,  and  parent  of  as  many  as  are 
uniledtunto  him  by  faith,  love,  and  imitation,  and 
to  inftamp  anew  upon  them  that  loft  ai)d  decayed 
image  of  God :  who  thereby  put  on  the  new  man, 
-*  Which  after  God  is  created  iii  righteouJhefs  and 
'true  holinefes,'  and  fo  becoming  anew  creature 3, 
jrtncwed  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that 

*  Acts  xvii.  28.        *  Epbes.  iv.  24.      ?  2  Cor.  v.  17.  Galat.  v.  C. 
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crcatcJ  hiin  Jj  they  receive  a  new  flamp  and  im- 
predion,  from  this  great  exemplar  Chrift  Jefus,  the 
true  image  of  the  invifible  God.  2.  The  fccond 
analofw  is  to  the  ordinary  generation  of  mankind; 
wherein  as  a  little,  but  powerful,  vital  principle, 
which  we  call  the  foul,  forms  and  moulds  the  foetus 
according  to  the  fpecial  nature  of  man  in  all  his  linea- 
ments and  proportions,  and  never  gives  over  its  ope- 
ration till  it  hath  compleated  that  bodily  mafs  into  its 
full  complement  of  parts,  and  afterwards  gradually 
augments  and  perfeils  itin  his  organs  and  faculties  :  {o 
by  a  vital  principle  derived  from  God,  through  Chrift, 
into  the  foul,  ihe  lame  is  moulded,  falhioned,  formed, 
increafed  and  perfefted  according  to  this  new  principle 
of  life  which  is  ufually  called  grace  :  whereby  it  comes 
to  pafs  (that)  as  the  foul  is  the  vital  and  conforming 
principle  of  the  body,  fo  this  grace  is  the  very  life, 
and  vital  and  conforming  principle  of  the  foul :  and 
hence  this  formative  principle  is  called  the  life  of  the 
foul,  the  quickening  fpirit ;  and  the  conformation  of 
the  foul  unto  the  will  of  God  thereby  is  called  the 
forming  of  Chrift  in  them,  the  life  of  Chrift,  the  in- 
dwelling of  Chrift  in  the  heart  by  faith.  And  this 
new  principle  exercifeth  in  the  foul  all  the  a6\s  analo- 
gical to  that  natural  vital  principle  in  the  body,  giving 
to  it  as  it  were  the  image,  lineaments,  proportion,  in- 
creafe  conformable  to  the  image  of  God  in  Chrift,  as 
true  wifdom,  righteoufncfs,  juttice,  holinefs,  integrity, 
love  of  God,  lubmifTion  to  his  will,  dependance  upon 
him*,  and  tranflat.es  them  into  all  the  communicable 
relations  that  Chrift  himfelf  had,  and  invefts  them  in 
his  commuhicable  privileges.  If  he  be  a  Son  of  God 
by  nature,  fo  are  they  by  interpretation,  by  adoption 
and  participation  of  the  divine  nature  -,  Js  he  an  heir 
of  heaven  ?  fo  arc  they  co-heirs  with  him.  Is  he  Ac- 
ceptable of  Gcxl  ?  fo  are  they.  Is  he  an  heir  .of 
glory  r  fo  arc  chcy.     And  as  this  conformation  of  the 

'  Otius,  ill.  li>  *  2  Pet  i.  l.. 
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body  by  this  vital  principle  is  performed  by  a  feminal 
principle  (at  lead  as  the  inflrument  of  its  aflivity)  de- 
rived from  the  parent,  fo  the  analogy  holds  here  : 
we  find  a  double  feminal  principle  in  this  conforma- 
tion, and  both  derived  from  Chrift  our  head,  viz.  one 
external,  another  internal.  1.  The  external  feminal 
principle  is  the  word  and  meflage  of  the  divine  doc- 
trine, exemplary  and  holy  life,  fingul^r  love  of  Chrift 
and  of  God  through  him  to  mankind,  whereby  we 
underftand  what  he  would  have  us  do,  the  danger 
if  we  do  othervvife ;  the  blefled  reward  obedience, 
the  great  engagements  of  the  love  of  God  in  fend- 
ing his  Son  to  die  for  us,  the  plain,  familiar  eafy 
way  of  attaining  of  happinefs ;  and  becaufe  we  often 
learn  better  by  example  than  by  precept,  the  fame 
word  exhibits  to  us  a  lively  picture  of  his  holy  con- 
verfation,  his  humility,  meeknefs,  obedience,  love, 
patience,  goodnefs.  And  this  the  external  means  is 
in  itfelf  a  great  moral  means  to  conform  our  wills 
and  lives  thereunto  :  and  therefore  it  is  called  the  in- 
corruptible feed  of  the  word  of  God,  whereby  we  are 
born  again  ^  The  internal  feed  is  that  fpirit  of  grace 
fent  out  from  Chrift,  which  doth  drive  a  quickening 
lively  power  to  the  word  and  to  the  foul,  whereby  it 
makes  it  efFedual  to  its  end,  and  therefore  called  a 
fpirit  of  life  and  power,  a  quickening  fpirit:  and 
this,  not  by  tiansfufing  a  new  fubftancc  or  fubftantial 
nature,  which  before  it  had  not,  but  by  its  lively,  yet 
fecret,  operations,  changing  and  moulding  it  fuitable 
to  the  image  of  him  whofe  fpirit  it  is,. and  adding 
energy  and  efficacy  ot  that  other  feed  ot  the  word,  as 
the  fun  doth  to  the  feminal  principles  of  vegetables 
and  animals. 

III.  Touching  /i&^  thing  upon  which  this  viftory  is 
obtained  and  conqueft  made,  it  is  the  world;  which 
comprehends  in  its  latitude  a  double  world }  the  world 
within  us  and  the  world  without  us. 

'  Pet.  i.  03. 
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The  world  mthin  us,  which  may  thcttfote  bt 
fo  calkd  principally  in  this  refpeft,  that  a  greater 
part  of  its  relati.'n  and  tendency  is  toward  the  world, 
\\  hich  is  for  the  moft  part  the  objc6t  upon  which  it 
fixeth,  the  fubjedl  after  which  it  reacheth,  and  the 
bufinefs  upon  which  it  fafteneth  and  exercifeth.  And 
hence  it  is,  that  the  Apoftle  St.  John  divides  th6 
world  without  us  with  relation  to  the  world  withih 
us,  viz.  '  The  luft  of  the  flefh,  the  loft  of  the  eyes^ 
*  and  the  pride  of  life  i/  The  world  that  is  within 
us  taketh  in  the  two  great  faculties  or  powers,  viz. 
1.  The  paflions  of  the  foul ;  and  2.  The  fenfual  ap- 
petite ;  both  thefe  are  in  their  own  nature  ^od, 
placed  in  us  by  the  wife  God  of  nature,  for  moft  ex- 
cellent ends  and  ufes.  Our  bufinefs  therefore  is  t6 
keep  in  order  and  fubjeftion,  and  to  extirpate  and 
root  them  out :  for  they  are  radicated  2  in  our  nature 
by  the  God  of  nature.  But  of  this  more  particu- 
larly. 

1.  Our  pajfions :  fuch  as  are  love,  hatred,  anger, 
hope,  fear,  joy,  forrow  i  thefe  and  the  like  paflions 
of  the  human  foul,  are  not  fim-ply  in  thertifelves  cvil^ 
nay,  being  rightly  placed,  and  duly  ordered  and  re- 
gulated, they  become  ferviceable  to  excellent  ends 
and  ufes }  and  therefore  fimply  in  themfclves  they 
are  not  the  fubjeft  of  Chrittian's  vidory :  but  then 
they  become  fuch  when  they  become  the  world  in 
the    text,    and  that  is    principally    in   thefe    cafes. 

1.  When  they  are  mifplaced;  as  when  wt  love  the 
things  we  Ihould  hate,  hope  for  Ihe  things  we  (hould 
fear,  rejoice  in  that  we  Ihould  grieve,  &c.  or  e  con^erjo^ 

2.  when  they  are  immoderate  or  exceffive  about  their 
proper  objedsi  which  comes  to  pafs,  >Ahen  in  thofe 
things  about  which  we  may  exercife  our  paflions  law- 
fully, v\e  exceed  that  meafure  or  proportion  that  is 
due  to  them.  For  inftance,  1  may  law  fully  love  a 
competency  of  worldly  fubfiftence,  but  I  exceed  ih 

*  John  ii.  16.  *  rooted. 
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this,  that  I  love  it  too  much  and  beyond  the  worth 
that  is  truly  in  it :  I  may  lawfully  be  angry  with  him 
that  injures  me,  but  I  exceed  in  the  meafure,  or  de- 
gree, or  time,  or  duration,  and  become  implacable. 
3.  When  my  afFeftion*^  or  paflions  are  not  afted  to 
that  height  they  ought  to  be :  All  finite  objefts  of 
our  paflions  require  a  proportionate  degree  of  our 
paflions ;  but  where  the  obje6i  is  infinite,  my  afFec- 
tions  may  err  in  being  too  remifs,  but  not  in  the  ex- 
cefs  :  I  cannot  love  God  too  much,  for  I  am  to  love 
him  with  all  my  might,  but  I  may  love  him  too  little, 
and  then  my  afFcftion  errs :  I  cannot  hate  fin  too 
much,  becaufe  1  cannot  love  God  too  much,  but  I- 
may  hate  it  too  little.  4.  When  my  affed^ions  or 
paflions  arc  afted  ^  unfcafonably,  cither  iii  refpeft  of 
the  competition  between  objc6ls  of  fcvcral  values  :  I 
may,  nay  I  mufl:  love  my  Father  \  but  if  I  love  my 
Father  more  than  my  Saviour,  my  Saviour  hath  pro- 
nounced me  unworthy  of  him.  5.  When  my  pamons 
degenerate  into  vices  and  corruptions,  and  fo  beconrlc 
not  fo  much  powers  or  faculties,  as  difeafes  and  fick- 
nefles  of  the  foul :  As  when  anger  degenerates  into 
malice,  revenge ;  when  fclf-love  degenerates  into 
envy;  when  defire  of,  or  delight  in,  the  profits  or 
honours  of  the  world  degenerates  into  covetoufncfs  or 
ambition,  and  the  like.  6.  When  my  paflions  are 
not  under  the  managerrent,  guidance  or  conduct  of 
my  fuperior  faculties,  my  reafon  and  judgment;  but 
cither  go  before  they  are  fcnt,  or  go  beyond  for  what 
they  are  lent,  or  return  not  andfubfide  when  recalled  : 
And  then  they  breed  iniinite  perturbation  in  the  foul, 
invert  the  order  of  nature,  and  become  furies  and 
tempefts,  and  imprifon  and  captivate  the  mind  and 
underftanding,  and  become  a  worfe  part  of  the  world 
than  that  which  is  without  us.  .  Under  thcfe  condi- 
tions our  paflions  and  affeftions  are  part  of  that  world 
which  is  the  objedl  of  a  Chriftian's  warfare  and  vie- 
tory. 

^  affected. 
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%  The  other  pert  of  this  world  within  us  are  the 
motions  and  tendencies  of  our  fcnfual  appetite.  This 
fenfual  appetite  is  in  itfelf  good,  placed  in  us  by  the 
God  of  nature  for  e^cellent  ends,  viz.  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  individual  nature,  as  eating  and  drink- 
ing, and  thofc  invitations  of  fenfe,  fubfervient  there- 
unto ;  or  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fpecies,  a5;  the 
defires  of  fexes.  But  they  then  become  a  finful  part 
of  this  inferior  world:  1.  When  t'  ey  become  inordi- 
nate ;  2.  Or  exceffive ;  3.  Or  unfcafonable,  or  im- 
proper ;  4.  When  they  are  not  fubordinate  in  their 
aftings  to  the  government  of  reafon  enlightened  by 
moral  or  religious  light.  A  Chrifiian  hath  no  fuch 
enemies  without  him,  as  unruly  and  undifciplined 
Jufts  and  paffions  within  him  y  and  it  is  a  vain  thing 
to  think  of  overcoming  the  world  without  us,  until 
th's  world  within  us  be  brought  into  fubjeition;  for 
without  the  corruptions  and  lulls  within,  the  world 
and  the  evil  men  of  the  world,  and  the  evil  one  of  the 
world,  could  not  hurt  us. 


Non  viilnus  adactis 


Debetur  gladiis,  percussum  est  pectore  fcrrimi '. 

The  wedge  of  gold  was  an  innocent  thing,  but 
Achan's  covetous  heart  within  gave  it  ftrength  to  do 
harm.  We  come  into  the  world,  as  into  a  great  (hop 
lull  of  variety  of  wares  accommodated  to  our  fenfcs, 
lufts  and  afleciions ;  and  were  it  not  for  thefc,  thofe 
wares  would  lie  long  enough  upon  the  hands  of  the 
prince  of  the  world,  before  they  could  get  within  us 
or  corrupt  us. 

2.  Ihe  world  without  us  is  of  three  kinds ;  1.  The 
natural  <\'orld,  which  is  the  work  of  Almighty  God, 
is  moft  certainly  in  itfelf  good;  and  only  evil  acci- 
dentally, by  man's  abufe  of  himfclf  or  it.  It  doth 
contain  a  general  fupply  of  objefts  anfwerable  to  the 
defires  of  our  vegetable  and  fenfible  nature,  and  the 

^  The  \vourid  is  not  owing  to  the  sv-ord,  but  to  tlie  hanst  which 
strikca  a^a;n;^t  the  sword. 
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exigencies  and  convenicncies  of  it ;  it  is  a  great  fhop 
full  of  all  forts  of  wares  anfwerablc  to  our  wants  or 
^conditions,  there  is  wealth  and  places  and  delights  for 
the  fcnfcs,  and  it  becomes  an  enemy  to  us  by  reafon 
onlv  of  the  difordcr  and  irregularity  of  thofe  lufls  and 
paflions  that  are  within  us,  and  by  reafon  of  the  over- 
value that  we  are  apt  to  put  upon  them;  they  are 
indeed  temptations,  but  they  are  only  paffive,  as  the 
wedge  of  gold  did  paflively  tempt  Achan,  but  it  was 
his  ownjuft  and  covetoufnefs  that  did  him  the  harm  : 
the  rock  doth  not  ftrike  the  fliip,  but  the  (hip  iirikrs 
the  rock  and  breaks  itfclf.  This  world,  as  it  is  not 
evil  in  itfelf,  fo  mod  certainly  it  is  full  of  goodnefs 
and  benevolence  to  us  :  it  fupplies  our  wants,  is  ac- 
commodated to  the  exigencies  and  convenicncies  of 
bur  nature  j  furnilheth  us  with  various  objefts  and 
inftances  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  liberality,  bounty; 
of  his  power  and  majcfty,  and  glory  ;  of  his  wildom, 
providence  and  government :  which  are  fo  many  in- 
.ftru61ions  to  teach  us  to  know,  and  admire  and  miigni- 
fy  him  ;  to  walk  thankfully,  dutifully,  and  obediently 
unto  him  ;  to  teach  us  rcfignation,  contcntednefi, 
fubmiffion,  and  dependance  upon  hinu  A  good 
heart  will  be  made  better  by  it;  and  if  there  be  evil 
ia  it,  it  is  fuch  as  our  own  corrupt  nature  occafions 
or  brings  upon  it,  or  upon  ourfclves  by  it :  and  ii  h 
a  great  part  of  our  Chriftian  warfare  and  difcipliiic 
to  teach  us  to  ufe  it  as  it  ought  to  be  ufed,  and 
to  lubdue  thofe  kilts,  and  corruptions  that  abufe  it, 
and  ourfelves  by  it.  Again,  fecondly,  there  is 
another  world  without  us,  the  malignant  and  evil 
world,  the  world  of  evil  angels,  and  of  evil  men  ; 
mundus  in  maligno  pcjttits :  and  the  great  mifchicfs  of 
this  world  are  of  two  kinds;  viz.  1.  Incentives  and 
.temptations  from  it,  that  are  apt  to  bring  the  reft  of 
mankind  into  the  evil  of  fin  and  offence  againft  God; 
fuch  as  are  evil  examples,  evil  commands,  evil  cou;i- 
fel,  evil  perfuafion  and  folicitations.  2.  7  he  trou- 
bles, and  injuries,  and  vexations,  and  pcrlecuticiis, 
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and  oppreflions^  and  calumnies,  and  reproaches,  imd 
difgraces,  that  are  inflifted  by  them :    And  the  eril 
that  arifeth  from  thefe  are  of  two  kinds,  viz.  fuch  a^ 
they  immediately  caufe,  which  is  great  uneafinefs  and 
griefe,  and  forrow :  And  again,  fuch  as  confequently 
arife  from  thefe ;  namely,  the  evil  of  fin,  as  impa- 
tience, difcontent,  unquietnefs  of  mind,  murmuring 
againft  the  Divine  Providence,  doubtings  of  it,  letting 
go  our  confidence  in  God,  diftruft,  unbelief,  and  put- 
ting forth  our  hands  to  iniquity  to  deliver  ourfelves 
from  thefe  inconveniences,  either  by  unlawful  or  for- 
bidden means,  by  finful  compliances  with  the  finful 
world,  by  falling  in  with  them   to  deliver  ourfelves 
from  their  oppreffions,  perfecutions  or  wrongs,  by 
raifing  commotions,  engaging  in  parties,  and  infinite 
more  unhappy  confcquences.     And,  thirdly,  there  is 
a  third  kind  of  world  which  is  in  a  great  meafure 
without  us  ;  namely,  the  accidental,  or  more  truly  the 
providential  world  in  relation  to  man  and  his  condi* 
tion  in  this  world,  and  is  commonly  of  two  kinds,  viz. 
profperous,  or  adverfe.     External  or  worldly  profpe- 
rity  confifts  in  an  accommodate  ^  condition  of  man  in 
this  world ;  as  health  of  body ;  comfort  of  friends  and 
relations ;  afiiuence,  or  at  leaft  competency  of  wealth, 
power,  honour,  applaufe,  good  report,  and  the  like. 
The  dangers  that  fteal  upon  mankind  in  this  condi- 
tion, are  pride,  haughtinefs  of  mind,  arrogance,  vaiBfr- 
glory,  infolcnce,  oppreffion,    fecurity,   contempt    oC 
others,  love  of  the  world,  fear  of  deaths  and  defireB 
of  diverfion  from  the  thoughts  of  it,  luxury,  intern- 
perance,  ainbition,  covetoufnefs,  neglefl:  and  forgets 
fulnefs,  and  a  low  efteem  of  God,  our  life  to  come, 
and  our  duty.    2.  Adverfity  ;  as  ficknefs  and  difeafes, 
poverty,  lofs  of  friends  and  eftate,  public  or  private 
difturbanccs  or  calamities,  and  the  like  :  And  thougk 
oftentimes  thefe  are  occasioned  by  the  evil  or  malig- 
nant world,  yet  many  times  they  feem  to  come  acci- 
dentally, and  are  apt  to  breed  impatience,  difcontait, 
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tltiqiH^tciefs  of  mind,  diftruft  rf  Providence,  murmur- 
ibgj  envy  at  the  external  felicity  of  others,  and  that 
oomnKHi  difcotnpofure  which  we  ordinarily  find  in  our- 
felves  and  others  upon  like  occafions. 

IV,  The  fourth  confideration  is,  what  is  this  faith 

%hich  thus  overcometh  the  world,  which  is  nothing 

dfe  but  a  deep,  real,  full,  found  perfuafion  of  and 

affefit  luider  thofe  great  truths  revealed  in  the  fcrip- 

tures  of  God,  upon  the  account  that  they  are  truly  the 

if^ord  and  will  of  the  Eternal  God,  who  is  truth  itfelf, 

mi  can  neither  deceive,  nor  be  deceived  ;  and  herein 

Aefe  two  matters  are  confiderable,  firft,  what  are  thofe 

^iivine  truths  which  being  really  and  foundly  believed, 

doth  enable  the  vidory  over  the  world,  or  the  fpecial 

objjefts  of  that  viftorious  faith  -,  fecondly,  what  is  that 

aft  of  faith  of  belief  of  excellent  objefts,  which  thus 

]  OTercometh  the  world. 

1.  For  the  former  of  thefe,  although  the  whole 
body  of  divine  truths  is  the  adequate  obje£J:  of  faith ; 
yet  there  feem  to  be  certain  fpecial  heads  or  parts  of 
divine  truths,  that  have  the  greateft  influence  into  i 
'  this  vidory  over  the  world.  I  fliall  mention  fome  of 
them ;  namely,  1 .  That  there  is  one  moft  powerful, 
^e,  gracious,  bountiful,  juft,  and  all-feeing  God,  the 
author  of  all  being,  that  is  prefent  in  all  places,  knows 
our  Noughts,  our  wants,  our  fins,  our  defij^s,  and 
is  ready  to  fupply  us  with  all  things  that  are  good  and 
fit  for  us,  beyond  all  we  can  aik  or  think,  hath  incom- 
prehenfible  wifdom,  and  irrefiftable  power  to  efFeft 
what  he  pleafeth ;  that  leaves  not  any  of  his  works, 
efpecially  mankind,  without  his  fpecial  care  and  fuper- 
intendance  over  them  5  without  whofe  will  or  defigned 
permiffion  nothing  befals  us.  2.  That  this  moft  wife 
and  juft  and  powerful  God  hath  appointed  a  law  or 
tule  according  to  which  his  will  is,  that  the  children 
of  men  fhould  conform  themfelves  ;  and  according  to 
the  upright  endeavours  of  the  children  of  men  to  con- 
fonn  thereunto,  he  will  moft  certainly  give  rewards ; 
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) 
and,  according  to  the  wilful  tranfgreflions^  thereof,  he 

will  mflid  punifhments,  and  that  he  is  a  mod  ftrift 
and  infalliLle  obferver  of  all  the  ways  of  the 
children  of  men,  whether  of  obedience  or  difobedience 
thereunto.  3.  That  this  law  and  will  of  his,  he  hath 
communicated  and  revealed  unto  the  children  of  men 
in  his  holy  word ;  efpecially  by  the  miffion  of  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  brought  into  the  world  a  full  and 
complete  colleftion  of  thofe  holy  laws  of  God,  where- 
unto  he  would  have  us  conform.  4.  That  he  hath 
given  unto  mankind,  in  and  through  Chrift  Jefus,. a 
full  manifeftation  of  a  future  life  after  this  of  rewards 
and  puniftiments ;  and  according  to  that  law  of  his 
thus  manifefted  by  his  Son,  he  will,  by  the  fame  Jefus 
Chrift,  difpenfe  and  execute  the  fentences  of  rewards 
and  punifhments,  and  jtidge  every  man  according  to  . 
his  works.  5.  And  that  the  reward  of  faith  and  obe- 
dience, in  that  other  life  to  come,  ihall  be  an  eternal, 
bleffed,  happy  eftate  of  foul  and  body  in  the  glprious 
heavens,  and  in  the  prefence  and  fruition  of  the  ever 
glorious  and  eternal  God.  (i.  And  that  the  punifli- 
ment  of  the  rebellious  and  difobedient  unto  his  will 
and  law  of  God  thus  manifefted  by  his  Son,  fhall  be 
an  eternal  feparatlon  of  foul  and  body  from  the  pre* 
fence  of  God,  and  the  conclulion  of  them  ^  und^ 
chains  of  darknefs  and  evcrlafting  tomients  in  bell 
fire.  7-  And  that  the  Son  of  God  hath  given  us  the 
greateft  affurance  imaginable  of  the  truth  of  this  wiU 
of  God,  of  this  happinefs  and  mifery,  by  taking  upon 
him  our  nature,  by  his  miracles,  by  his  death,  and  re- 
furreftion  and  afcenfion  into  glory,  and  by  his  mif&on 
of  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  into  his  apoftles 
and  difciples,  both  to  inftrud  the  world  in  his  truth, 
and  to  evidence  the  truth  of  their  miflion  from  him. 
8.  That  Almighty  God,  though  full  of  juftice  and  fe» 
verity  agau)ft  obftinate  and  rebellious,  yet  is  full  of 
tendernefs,  love,  and  compaflion  towards  all  thofe  that 
fincerely  defire  to  obey  his  will,  and  to  accept  of  terms 

*  tho  shutting  of  them  up. 
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of  peace  and  reconciliation  with  hiin,  and  is  ready, 
upon  repentance  and  amendment,  to  pardon  whatlb- 
ever  is  ainifs,  and  hath  accordingly  promifed  it ;  and 
that  he  hath  the  care,  and  love,  and  tendernefs  of  a 
father  towards  us ;  that  in  our  lincere  endeavour  of 
obedience  to  him,  we  fliall  be  fure  of  his  love,  favour, 
and  proteftion ;  that  in  all  our  afflidions  and  troubles 
he  ftands  by  us,  and  will  not  leave  us;  that  he  will 
mod  certainly  make  good  every  promife  that  by  Chrift 
he  hath  fent  unto  us,  for  the  life  that  is  prefent,  and 
that  which  is  to  come  ;  that  the  law  he  hath  fent  us 
by  Chrift  to  fubmit  unto  is  an  eai'y  and  good  law, 
fuch  as  will  perfect  our  nature,  and  fit  it  to  be  par- 
taker of  his  glory  :  And  that  all  his  thoughts  towards 
us,  in  our  faithful  endeavour  to  obey  him,  rU*e  thoughts 
of  love^  favour,  peace,  bounty  and  goodnefs.    And  of 
this  he  hath  given  the  greatell  alTurance  that  is  polli- 
ble  for  mankind  to  expedl  or  defire,  even  the  fending 
of  his  eternal  Son  into  the  world,  to  take  upon  him 
our  nature,  to  acquaint  us  with  his  Father's  will  and 
love,  to  live  a  life  of  want  and  mifery,  and  to  die  a 
death  full  of  fliame  and  horror,  to  rife  again  to  dif- 
patch  meffengers  into  all  the  world,  to  publifli  the 
good  will  of  God  to  mankind,  to  afcend  up  into  glory, 
and  there  to  make  mtercellion  for  us  poor  worms  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  ;  giving  us  alfo,  hereby,  af- 
furance  of  our  refurredion,  and  of  his  coming  again 
to  judge  the  world,  and  to  receive  his  obedient  fer- 
vants  into  eternal  glory.     Theie   be  fome  of  thofe 
principal  objefts   of  that   faith  that  overcometh   the 
world,  being  foundly  received,  believed  and  digeiled. 
2.  As  touching  the  act  itlelf ;  it  is  no  other  than  a 
found,  real  and  firm  belief  of  tliole  facred  truths  :  And 
therefore  it  feems  that  they  that  perplex  the  nodon  of 
feith  with  other  intricate  and  abllrufe  deiinitions  or 
defcriptions,  either  render  it  very  ditHculc  or  fcarce  in- 
telligible, or  elfe  take  into  the  deiiiution  or  defcripdou 
of  thofe  things  that  are  but  the  coni'equences  and  ef- 
fefts  of  it.  He  that  hath  .thio  iirm  pcrfuaiioii  will  moll 
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certainly  repsnt  of  his  fins  paft,  will  mofl:  cert 
endeavour  our  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  whi 
thus  believed  by  him  to  be  holy,  juft,  and  good, 
upon  the  obedience  or  difobedience  whereof  dep 
his  eternal  happinefs  or  mifery,  will  moft  certainl; 
pend  upon  the  promifes  of  God  for  this  life  and 
to  come ;  for  thofe  are  as  natural  effefts  of  fuch  a 
perfuafion,  as  it  is  for  the  belief  of  a  danger  to  | 
man  upon  means  to  avoid  it,  or  for  the  belief 
benefit  to  put  a  man  upon  means  to  attain  it.  5 
things  are  of  fuch  a  nature  that  the  belief  or  k 
ledge  of  them  goes  no  further,  but  it  refts  in  it 
as  the  belief  of  bare  fpeculative  truths:  but 
things  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as  being  once  trul) 
firmlv  bcl;c\'ed  or  known,  carry  a  man  out  to  afi 
and  fuch  as  are  efpecially  the  knowledge  or  beli 
fuch  things  as  are  the  objefts  of  our  fears  or  ol 
hopes ;  the  belief  of  fuch  objects  do  naturally 
wiih  a  kind  of  moral  neceflity  carry  a  man  out  I 
tion ;  to  the  avoiding  of  fuch  fears,  and  the  atta 
of  fuch  hopes :  And  therefore  faith  and  belief  i 
ference  thereunto  comes  often  in  the  fcripture  i 
the  names  of  hope  and  fear,  as  being  the  propc 
fefts  of  it.    Inftances  we  have  of  both ;  '  For  we 

*  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift, 

*  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  I 
'  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be 

'  or  bad  ^'     *  Knowing   therefore  the  terror  ol 

*  Lord  we  perfuade  men.     But  we  know  that  ^ 

*  he  (hall  appear,  we  (hall  be  like  him,  for  we  fha 
'  him  as  he  is ;  and  every  man  that  hath  this  ho 

*  him  purifieth  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure  ^.^ 

Therefore  we  need  not  be  fo  folicitous  touching 
nature  of  faith,  what  kind  of  faith  it  is  that  muft 
us  :  Certainly,  if  it  be  a  true  and  real  affent  of  the : 

W  g 

to  thefe  great  truths  of  God,  it  muft  be  operativ< 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  things  believed  whic 
in  order  to  working ;  and  therefore  if  it  have  not 

^  Cur.  V.  10,  11.         M  John  iii.  %  S. 
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it  is  not  faith  nor  affent ;  if  it  have  it  but  weak 
and  imperfeftly,  it  is  evident  that  the  affent  is  weak 
aod  fluftuating ;  if  it  have  that  effedt  at  fome  times 
Imt  not  at  others,  it  is  evident  that  the  affent  is  fuf- 
pended,  or  intermitted,  and  not  aftually  exercifed  at 
thefe  intermiffions:  If  a  man  were  really  and  fully 
perfuaded  that  if  he  took  fuch  a  journey  to-morrow, 
it  he  fliould  certainly  break  his  leg,  he  would  as  certain* 
j^  iy  not  go ;  or  if  he  were  under  a  certain  perfuafion, 
ft  dhat  if  he  took  fuch  a  drink,  he  fhould  certainly  re- 
cover his  IcA  health,  it  were  as  certain  he  would  drink 
\X :  and  if  a  man  were  aftually  and  fully  perfuaded 
r  tbat  if  he  ufed  fuch  means,  he  fhould  attain  everlaft- 
^  ing  happinefs ;  or,  if  he  ftiould  commit  fuch  a  fm,  he 
fhould  certsunly  loofe  it,  it  were  fcarce  morally  pof- 
fible  that  ^  reafonable  man  in  his  wits  would  omit  the 
one  or  commit  the  other, 
i       And  to  fay  this  is  but  an  hiftorical  faith,  and  that 
the  devils  have  as  much,  they  believe  and  tremble,  and 
they  do  as  fiiUy  affent  to  divine  truths  as  any  can  do, 
yet  it  avails  them  not,  concludes  nothing  ;  the  reafon 
1$  evident,  becaufe  the  falvation  to  be  attained,  the 
fedtlk  which  is  the  inftrument  to  attain  it,  concerns 
them  not,  neither  are  they  in  a  ftate  to  be  advantaged 
;     by  it ;  but  it  is  otherwife  with  men.     If  I  (hould  ac- 
\    quaint  a  ftranger,  that  if  my  fon  doth  fuch  a  thing,  I 
].     will  give  my  fon  five  pounds,  though  the  ftranger  be- 
?    lieves  it  as  really  true  as  any  thing  in  the  world,  yet 
it  puts  him  not  upon  the  aftion,  becaufe  as  he  is  not 
concerned  in  the  reward,  fo  he  is  not  concerned  in  the 
means ;  but  according  to  the  belief  that  my  fon  hath, 
it  will  or  will  not  put  him  upon  the  aftion :    If  he 
believe  me  not,  he  will  not  do  it  at  all ;  if  he  be- 
lieve it  faintly  and  doubtingly,  he  will  perform  the 
zQaon  accordingly ;  but  if  he  believe  it  truly,  and 
fully,  and  fet  any  value  upon  the  reward,  hi  will  per- 
form it  cheerfully ;  for  he  is  concerned  in  the  reward, 
and  in  the  means  to  attain  it. 

Faith  therefore  is  a  firm  affent  to  the  facred  truths, 
whether  the  truths  relate  to  things  part,  as  that  God 
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made  the  world,  that  Chrlfl  the  Mefliah  is  come  ilt  > 
the  fleili,  4XC,  or  to  things  prefeut,  as  that  Almighty 
Clod  beholds  all  I  do,  and  knows  all  I  thiuk^  or  that 
he  is  a  reconciled  father  unto  me  in  Clirifl  JeTus  ;  or 
things  to  come  which  principally  excite  thofe  two  ■ 
great  movers  of  the  foul,  hope  and  fear,  iu  relation  to 
the  future  life  of  rewards  and  punifliments. 

V,  I. come  to  the  fifth  thing,  viz.  How  faith, 
overcometh  the  world ;  which  takes  in  thefe  two 
confiderations :  1  •  How  that  is,  in  what  degree : 
2.  How  that  is,  by  what  method  or  means.  Tdu<:h- 
ing  the  former  of  thefe,  touching  the  degree  of  the 
vidory  that  faith  gives,  it  is  a  vidory,  but  not  a 
vitlory  to  utter  exterminadon.  The  Captain  of  our 
falvation  indeed  overcaine  the  world,  totally,  per- 
fedly  ^  Our  viccory  is  not  complete,  nor  perfeO:  on 
this  fide  of  death  ;  but  it  is  luch  a  viclory  as  leaves  • 
ftill  an  adverfary  to  contefl  witli  us,  though  not  to  fub- 
due  and  conquc'r  us.  It  is  a  vidory  but  not  without 
a  continued  \varfare. 

2.  Touching  the  method  whereby  our  faith  over- 
cometh the  world,  I  fhall  fay  fomething  in  general, 
fomething  more  particularly  with  relation  to  the 
world  under  the  former  acceptations. 

In  general   therefore,  the  great  method  whereby. 
faith  overcometh  the  world,  is  by  rectifying  our  judg- 
ments and  removing  thofe  miftakes  that  are  in   us 
concerning  the  v/orld,  and  our  own  condition.   1 .  Some 
things  there  are   in  the  world,    which   we  fet    an 
efteem,  and   value,    and  love  upon,   which  deferve 
rather  our  hati'ed  or  deteflation  :  As  our  fins,  the  ir- 
regularides  of  our  luft:s  and  paliiou:>,  and  ihofc  dege- 
nerate plants  that  arife  from  them  ;  as  pride,  ambi- 
tion, revenge,  intemperance,  &c.     Thefe  we  account . 
our  right  hands,  and  our  right  eyos,  in  our  ftat.e  of. 
natural  darknefs.     Faith  rectifies  this  miflake  of  our 
judgment,  by  (hewing  us  the  law  and  will  of  God  re- 
vealed by  Chrill,  whereby  we  find  that  thefe  ai*e  our; 
difeafcs,  diflenipv.ro  and  ficknefles.  repugiiant  to  the 
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5HB,  bxiage,  md  command  of  God ;  that  they  are  our 
lofs,  and  our  dangei^,  and  our  rtiin ;  and  therefore  not 
to  be  entertained,  but  mortified  and  crucified.     2. 
•Borne  things  that  are  in  the  world,  that  we  iriay  allow 
Tomewhat  of  our  affeftioris  urito,  but  we  overiVsJue 
ffiemi     We  I'eckon  wealth,  and  honours,  and  powers, 
die  greateft  happinefe  imaginiible,  and  therefore  in- 
tensely defire  them ;  fickneffes  and  afilidions,  and  inju* 
ries  and  loffes,  the  greateft  mifery  imaginable,  and  there^ 
fore  we  fear  them  exceflively,  we  are  intolerably  dif- 
tc^tented  under  them.     Faith  reftifies  our  miftakes 
herein,  gives  us  a  jiift  value  cff  thefe  things,  fhewsus 
the  law  of  Cxod,  checking  and  forbidding  inimoderate 
aSedions  or  paffions  to  be  exercifed  about  them,  aflures 
iis  that  we  are  as  well  under  the  view  and  obfervation, 
TO  under  the  care  and  regiment  i  of  the  grelt  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth;  and  therefore  expeos  our  gJ*eat 
moderatton  in  relation  to  externals.     3.  And  prmd- 
Jwilly,  for  the  riioft  part  the  children  of  men  efteem 
this  life  the  uttermoft  term  or  limit  of  their  happinefe 
br  mifery ;  4nd  therefore  make  it  their  whole  bufiiiefs^ 
by  all  means  poffible,  to  make  their  lives  here  as 
fplendid  and  glorious,  as  delightful  and  pleafant  as  it 
is  poffible ;  and  ufe  all  means  whether  honeft  or  diflio- 
fteft,  fit  or  unfit,  to  feciire  thetnfelves  in  the  good  they 
have,  and  to  avoid  any  thing  that  is  grievous  or  trou- 
blefome :  And  if  they  cannot  compafs  it  they  fmk,  and 
defpond,  and  mtlrmur,  aiid  die  under  it  as  the  only 
hell  imaginable ;  or   if  they  have  any  thoughts  of  a 
future  eftate  after  death ;  yet  they  are  but  languid, 
faint,  and  fcarce  believed  in  any  tolerable  degree, 
and  fufpefted  rather  as  the  impoftures  of  politicians,  or 
febles  bf  poets,  than  having  any  real  truth  in  them. 
Faith  reftifies  this  miftake,  and  aflfures  us  there  is  a 
judgment  to  come,  a  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhments 
of  a  far  higher  nature  than  this  world  can  afibrd,  or 
indeed  apprehend ;  that  the  happmefs  of  that  life  out- 
bids all  the  greateft  and  moft  glorious  entertainments 
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that  this  wprld  c^  afford,  and  will  infinitely  exceed 
the  greateft  loffes  or  croffes  that  this  world  can  yield* 
And  on  the  other  fide,  the  punifhments  of  that  life  will 
infinitely  over-balance  all  the  pleafures  and  content* 
ments  that  this  Ufe  here  can  yield,  and  the  memory 
of  them  will  but  iphance  the  rate  and  degree  of  thofe 
.torments :  And  that  accordingly  as  men  fpend  their 
lives  in  this  fhort  tranfitory  life,  either  in  obedience 
.  or  difobedience  under  the  divine  will,  accordingly  the 
retribution  of  everlafting  rewards  and  punifhments 
will  be  there  given.  This  view  of  the  future  ftate  pre* 
fented  by  faith  to  the  foul,  will  have  thefe  two  great 
effeSlSy  in  order  to  the  fubduing  and  conquering  of  the 
.  world  without  us  by  rendering  it  poor,  inconfiderable, 
contemptible  in  comparifon  of  thofe  everlafl:ing  joys 
and  happinefe  in  the  next  life ;  and  the  world  withia 
us,  by  chaining  up  our  exorbitant  lufts  and  paifions 
.  under  the  fear  of  the  judgment  to  come,  and  by  order- 
ing, compofing  and  regulating  them  in  contemplation 
of  the  great  reward  annexed  to  our  dutiful  obedience 
imto  God  in  this  life. 

But  I  fhall  come  to  paiticulars,  and  follow  that  trafl: 
that  is  before  given,  in  the  diftribudon  of  the  world, 
.  as  well  within  as  without  us ;  and  confider  the  parti- 
cular method  of  faith  in  fubduing  and  conquering  them. 
.  1.  Therefore  in  reference  to  the  world  within  us^ 
namely,  1.  Our  paflions.     2.  Our  lufts. 

I.  As  for  our  Paffjons :  1  •  Faith  direds  their  due 
placing  of  them  upon  their  objefts,  out  of  that  large 
and  comprehenfive  law  of  God  which  prefent  them  as 
fuch  to  the  foul,  and  to  be  obferved  under  the  pain  of 
the  difpleafure  of  the  Glorious  and  Almighty  God.  2. 
Upon  the  fame  account  it  teacheth  our  paflions  and 
afFeOdons  moderation  in  their  exercife,  even  about 
their  proper  objefts  and  due  fubordination  to  the  fu- 
preme  love  a  man  owes  to  the  fupreme  good,  God 
Almighty.  S.  Upon  the  fame  account  it  teacheth  us, 
under  our  obligation  cf  duty  to  God,  ,to  cut  off,  cru- 
cify and  mortify  the  dileafes  and  corruptions  of  pat 
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fiohs,  M  malice,   envy,  reveige,  pridie,  vain-glory, 
oftentadon. 

2.  In  reference  to  our  Dejires :  1 .  Natural,  it  teach- 
eth  us  great  moderation,  temperance,  fobriety ;  it  tells 
us  thefe  very  natural  propenfions  are  apt  to  grow  un- 
*ruly  and  confequently  hurtful,  and  therefore  that  we 
are  to  keep  them  in  fubjeftion  and  under  difcipline 
both  to  religion  and  to  reafon :  and  this  it  doth,  by 
aflfuring  us  that  fuch  is  the  will  and  law  of  our  Creator  j 
by  affuring  us  that  the  fame  Almighty  God  is  the  con- 
fliant  obferver  of  all  our  mod  intimate  deportments  ; 
it  afllires  us  that  the  Son  of  God  died  to  redeem  us 
from  the  captivity  of  our  lufts ;  that  if  we  be  kept 
ftill  in  fervitude  under  them,  we  make  an  ungrateful 
return  to  his  love,  and,  what  in  us  lies,  difappoint  him 
of  the  end  of  his  fufferings :  it  fhews  us  the  great 
falfeneis,  deceit  and  treachery  of  thefe  lufts,  that  they 
are  ready  upon  every  occafion  to  rebel  againft  God 
and  his  law  placed  in  our  fouls ;  that  they  are  upon 
every  occafion  ready  to  betray  us  to  our  worft  enemy, 
and  if  they  once  get  loofe  from  difcipline  and  fubjec- 
.  tion,  they  are  hard  to  be  reclaimed ;  and  therefore 
muft  be  kept  under  a  careful,  vigilant  and  auftere 
difcipline ;  that  if  we  do  fo  order  them  we  are  fafe  in  a 
great  meafure  from  the  temptation  of  the  world  and 
the  devil,  'virho  could  nor  hurt  us  without  the  com- 
pliance, inordinatenefs,  treachery,  and  correfpondence 
of  thofe  clofe  enemies  within  us.  2.  As  touching 
thofe  degenerate  and  corrupt  lufts,  as  covetoufnefs, 
malice,  envy ;  faith  doth  firft  of  all  in  general  (hew 
us,  that  they  are  prohibited  by  the  great  Lord  and 
law-giver  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  that  under  fevere 
.  penalties  :  again,  fecondly,  it  fhews  us  that  they  are 
the  great  depravers  and  embafers^  of  our  nature,  the 
^urbers  of  the  peace,  fecurity,  and  tranquillity  of 
our  minds:  again,  thirdly,  it  (hews  us  that  they  are 
vain,  impertinent,  and  unneceflary  pcrturbatioiis, 
ittch  as  can  never  do  us  any  real  good,  but  feed  our 
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vain  hnaginarions  with  deceits  inftead  of  realities.  Btft 
particular  inftances  in  relation  to  thefe  feveral  lufts 
will  render  thefe  truths  more  evident.  1 .  Therefore 
for  covet oufne/Sy  or  inunoderate  defire  of  wealthy 
ambttion^  the  immoderate  defires  of  honour  or  power, 
\ire  fhall  fee  how  iaith  or  true  affent  to  the  truths  of 
-God  revealed  in  his  word  doth  correfl:  and  crucify  this 
luft)  and  that  principally  by  thefe  enfuing  conlidera- 
tions.  1 .  Faith  difc^overs  to  us  that  the  great  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  to  whom  we  owe  a  moft  univerfaQ. 
and  indifpenfible  obedience,  hath  forbidden  this  luft, 
hfeith  told  us  we  muft  not  be  over-folicitous  for  the 
things  of  this  life,  and  we  have  no  reafon  to  fufpe& 
his  wisdom  in  fuch  prohibitions,  for  he  is  infinitely 
wife,  and  knows  beft  what  is  fitteft  for  us  to  do  or  not 
to  do  ;  neither  have  we  caufe  to  fufped  his  love  to 
us,  or  to  think  he  envies  us  in  his  commands,  either 
to  enjoin  what  might  be  hurtful  for  us,  or  to  forbid 
what  might  be  beneficial  to  us ;  for  it  was  his  free 
and  immenfe  love  that  gave  us  at  firft  our  beings 
and  therefore  certainly  can  never  envy  us  any  thing 
that  might  be  good  or  convenient  for  that  being,  which 
he  at  firft  freely  gave,  and  ftill  freely  continties  to  us. 
2.  Faith  fhews  us  the  vanity  and  lownefs  of  fuch  de- . 
fires,  reminds  us  that  when  death  comes,  all  thiefe 
objefts  will  be  utterly  iiifignificant,  that  they  aire 
tranfient,  uncertain  objefts,  fuch  as  are  not  only  fitted 
barely  for  the  meridian  of  this  life,  but  fuch  as  often- 
times take  wings  and  fly  away  from  us  before  we  leaVe 
them,  fuch  as  their  very  enjoyment  fatigfy  not,*  but 
inftead  of  fatfefaOion  are  oftentimes  vexations  and 
thbrns  to  afflict  us.  3.  Faith  prefents  us  with  betcir 
things,  more  fafe  to  be  defired^  more  eafily  to  be'cb- 
tained,  more  fecurely  to  bie  kept ;  namely,  our  peade 
with  God,  and  the  firm  and  found  affiirance  of  ^fAr- 
lafting  happinefs.  4.  Faith  prefents  us  wkh  an  affafr 
ance  of  the  divine  particular  Providence  which  -^CS 
^d  takes  away,  and  grants  or  denies  the  things  nifdb 
which  our  defires  are  thus  fixed,  and  therefore  ren-  . 
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ders  our  immoderate  cares  and  thoughtfulnefs  for  the 
bufinefe  of  this  life  either  needlefs  or  vain.  Your 
heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  you  have  need  of  all 
thefe  things^  commands  us  to  caft  our  care  upon  him, 
for  he  careth  for  us  that  knows  what  is  fitteft  for  us } 
if  abundance,  he  is  able  to  fupply  us  without  torturing 
ourfelves  with  care  or  folicitoufnefe  ;  if  the  contraryi 
either  we  covet  in  vain,  and  our  endeavours  ihall  be 
difappointed,  or  at  leaft  they  fhall  be  given,  but  a  curfe 
and  vexation  with  them,  given  us  in  anger,  given  u^ 
to  our  hurt ;  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  in  all  points 
in  relation  to  ambition  and  defire  of  honours  or  powers, 
2.  Again,  in  relation  to  malice  or  envy  againft  the 
profperity  of  others,  faith  ihews  us  how  vain  and 
foolifh  a  thing  it  is,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  the  wife 
and  great  God  is  the  difpenfer  of  all  things,  hath  the 
abfblute  and  unlimited  propriety  ^  in  them,  difpofeth 
them  according  to  his  own  good  pleafure.  What 
reafon  hath  any  man  to  envy  that  difpofal  which  the 
God  of  heaven  makes  ?  Again,  3.  For  revenge^  the 
great  Lord  of  tke  world  hath  referved  that  as  a  branch 
of  his  own  fupreme  prerogative,*  Vengeance  is  minefaith 
the  Lord.'  What  have  you  or  I  to  do  to  invade  his 
prerogative  ?  it  is  his  own  right,  and  he  bed  knows 
when,  and  where,  and  in  what  degree  to  exercife  it, 

2.  I  come  to  the  confideration  of  the  world  without 
uSy  as  that  which  poffibly  is  here  principally  intended, 
and  the  viftory  oi  the  Chriftian  by  his  faith  over  ir, 
and  firft  in  relation  to  the  Natural  World.  This  world, 
as  hath  been  obferved,  is  in  itfelf  very  good,  and  the 
evil  that  arifeth  from  it  is  only  occafional :  which  is 
thus;  it  is  a  goodly  palace  fitted  with  all  grateful 
objefts  to  our  fenfes,  full  of  variety  and  pleafantnefs ; 
and  the  foul  faftening  upon  them,  is  ready  with  Peter 
in  the  mount  to  conclude  that  it  is  good  to  be  here, 
and  therefore  grows  carelefs  of  the  thoughts  of  another 
ftate  after  death,  or  to  think  of  the  palfage  to  it,  or 
making  provifion  for  it ;  but  to  fet  up  its  hc^  and 
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happinefs,  and  teH  in  it^  and  in  thefe  delights  and 
accommodations  that  it  yields  our  fenfes.  Faith  over- 
cometh  this  part  of  the  world,  by  affuring  the  foul, 
that  this  lower  world  is  only  the  place  of  our  probation 
not  of  our  happinefs ;  our  inn,  not  our  home.  It  pre^ 
fents  to  the  mind  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  to  be  attained 
after  death,  infinitely  furpaffing  all  the .  contents  ^  and 
conveniences  that  this  world  can  yield  i  and  that  one 
great  means  to  attain  it,  is  by  fetting  our  hearts  upon 
It,  and  not  upon  the  world,  but  ufing  this  prefent 
world  not  as  the  end  of  our  hopes,  but  as  our  paffage 
to  it ;  and  to  carry  a  watchful  hand  over  our  defixes 
and  delights  towards  it,  or  in  it,  that  it  fteal  not 
ttway  our  heart  from  our  everlafting  treafure;  to 
carry  a  fober  and  temperate  mind  towards  it,  aijd 
ufe  of  it,  as  in  the  fight  of  that  God  that  lends  it  us; 
to  excite  our  thankfulnefs  and  try  our  obedience,  not 
to  rob  him  of  the  love,  and  fervice,  and  duty  we 
owe  unto  him.  In  Ihort,  the  methods  whereby  faith 
overcometh  this  part  of  the  world,  are  thefe :  1  •  By 
giving  us  a  true  eftimate  of  it,  to  prevent  us  from 
over-valuing  it,  2.  By  frequent  reminding  of  us, 
that  it  is  fitted  only  to  the  meridian  of  this  life,  which 
is  fliort  and  tranfitory,  and  pafleth  away.  3.  By  pre- 
fehting  unto  us  a  ftate  of  future  happinefs,  that  infi- 
nitely furpaffeth  it.  4.  By  difcovering  our  duty  in 
our  walk  through  it,  namely,  of  great  moderation  and 
vigilancy.  5.  By  prefenting  us  the  example  of  the 
Captain  of  our  falvation,  his  deportment  in  it,  and 
towards  it.  6.  By  affuring  us  that  we  are  but  ftewards 
unto  the  great  Lord  of  the  family  of  heaven  and  earth, 
for  fo  much  as  we  have  of  it,  and  that  to  him  we  muft 
give  an  account  of  our  ftewardfhip.  7.  By  affuring  us, 
that  our  great  Lord  and  Mafter  is  a  conftant  obferver 
of  all  our  deportment  in  it.  8.  And  that  he  will  moft 
certainly  give  a  reward  proportionable  to  the  manage- 
ment of  our  truft  and  ftewardfhip,  viz.  If  done 
fincerely,    faithfully,  and    obediently   to  our   great 
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Lord  and  Mailer,  a  reward  of  everlafUng  happinefs 
aiid  glory ;  but  if  done  falfely,  finfuUy  and  dit 
obediently,  then  a  reward  of  everlafting  Jofs  and 
mifery. 

2.  As  to  the  fecond  kind  of  world,  the  Malignant 
World  of  evil  men  and  evil  angels  j  and  therein  firft  in 
relation  to  the  evil  counjels^  and  evil  examples^  that 
folicit  or  tempt  us  to  the  breach  of  our  duty  to  God. 
The  methods  whereby  Faith  overcometh  this  part  of 
the  malignant  world  are  thefe.  I .  It  prefents  unto  us 
our  duty  that  we  owe  to  God,  and  which  we  are 
bound  indifpenfably  to  obferve  under  the  great  penalty 
of  lofs  of  our  happinefs.  2.  It  prefents  us  with  the 
great  advantage  that  we  have  in  obeying  God,  above 
whatfoever  advantage  we  can  have  in  obeying  or  follow- 
ing the  fmful  examples,  counfels,  or  commands  of  this 
world ;  and  the  great  excefs  of  our  difadvantage  in 
obeying  or  following  the  evil  examples  or  counfels 
of  the  world.  And  this  makes  him  at  a  point  with 
thefe  folicitations,  peremptorily  to  conclude  it  is  better 
to  obey  God  than  man  ;  and  with  Jofeph,  How  can 
I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  fin  againft  God  ?  3.  It 
prefents  Almighty  God  ftrictly  obferving  our  car-  * 
riage  in  relation  to  thefe  temptations.  4.  It  prefents  us 
with  the  difpleafure  and  indignation  of  the  fame  God, 
in  cafe  we  defert  him,  and  follow  the  fiuful  examples 
or  counfels  of  men ;  and  with  the  great  favour,  love, 
approbation  and  reward  of  Almighty  God,  if  we  keep 
our  fidelity  and  duty  to  him.  5.  It  prefents  us  with 
the  noble  example  of  our  blefled  Saviour.  6.  It  pre- 
fents us  with  the  tranfcendant  love  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  who  to  redeem  and  refcue  us  from  the  mifery  of 
our  natural  condition,  and  from  the  dominion  of  fin, 
and  to  make  us  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good 
works,  chofe  to  become  a  curfe  and  die  for  us,  the 
greatefl  obligation  of  love  and  gratitude  and  duty  ima- 
^able  :  and  then  it  leaves  the  foul  impartially  ta 
judge  which  is  better  of  the  two,  and  whether  this 
malignant  world  can  propound  any  thing,  that  can  be 
an  equivalent  motive  to  follow  their  commands  or 
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examples,  or  that  can  equal  the  loye  of  our  Saviqar, 
the  reward  of  eternal  life,  and  the  favoi^  of  the  erer-» 
glorious  God  ?  all  which  mud  be  denied  and  loft  by 
a  finful  compliance  with  evil  counfels*  commands,  of 
examples  of  an  evil  world.  It  is  true  the  world  can 
perchance  reward  my  compliance  herein  with  honour^ 
and  applaufe,  and  favour,  and  riches,  or  they  can 
pimifli  my  neglefls  with  reproach,  and  fcom,  and  loft 
and  poverty,  and  it  may  be  with  death :  but  what  prq^ 
portion  do  thefe  bear  to  the  favour  and  love  of  God, 
and  eternal  recompence  of  glory  and  endlefs  happinefe  ? 
ihe  terms  therefore  of  my  obedience  to  the  loving  an4 
gracious  God  (to  whom  I  owe  my  utmoft  duty  and 
obedience,  though  there  were  no  reward  attending  it) 
do  infinitely  out-bid,  and  out-weigh  whatfoever  a  finfu| 
world  can  cither  give  or  inflift.  And  fecondly,  as 
to  the  other  part  or  fcene  of  this  malignant  world, 
ferJecutionSy  repr caches^  /corns ^  yea  death  it/elf^  Faitl^ 
prefents  the  foul  not  only  with  the  foregoing  •  conii- 
derations  and  that  glorious  promife,  B^  faitl^ul  unto 
'  death ;  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life ;  but  fome 
other  confiderations  that  are  peculiarly  proper  to 
this  condition,  viz.  1  •  That  it  is  this  ftate,  that  our 
bleffed  Saviour  h^th  not  only  foretold,  but  hath 
annexed  a  fpecial  promife  of  bleffednels  unto ;  Blejed 
are  they  that  are  pcrjecuted  for  right eoufnefs  fake^  for 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  2.  That  there  havei 
gone  before  us  a  noble  cloud  of  examples  in  all  ages» 
yea  the  Captain  of  our  falvation  was  thus  made  peitefit 
by  fuffering.  3.  That  though  it  is  troublefome,  it  is; 
but  fliort,  and  ends  with  death,  which  will  be  the  judT- 
fage  into  a  ftate  of  incorruptible  happinefs  :  and  thia 
was  that  that  made  the  three  children  cry  out,  at  a 
point  when  the  greateft  monarch  in  the  world  was  rea- 
dy to  infli£t  the  fevereft  death  upon  them ;  *  Our  God 

*  whom  we  ferve  is  able  to  deliver  us,  ^cc  but  if  not, 
^  Know  O  king,  that  we  will  not  worfhip  thy  graven 

*  image  which  thou  haft  fet  up. '     And  therefore  our- 
bleffedLord  redoubles  the  injundUpn  of  ourfear  towardsi 
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Um^at  can  deftroy  both  body  and  foul  in  helU  but 
forbids  any  fear  of  fuch  perfecutors,  who  can  only 
deftroy  the  body,  and  then  can  do  no  more,     An4 
cwainly  that  man  that  hath  full  affurance  of  an  efteen\ 
^  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  of  an  incor* 
ruptible  weight  and  crown  of  glory  the  next  moment 
after  death,  muft  needs  have  a  low  efteem  of  the  re- 
proaches, and  fcoms,  and  perfecutions  of  men  for 
righteoufnefs  fake ;  and  fo  much  the  rather  becaufe 
that  very  favour  with  God,  and  that  very  crown  of  hap- 
pinefs  that  he  expefts,  is  enhanced  by  thefe  very  scorns 
and  thofe  very  affliftions.    For,  *  Our  light  amiftions 
'  which  are  here  a  moment,  work  for  us  a  far  more  ex- 
^  ceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  * 

3.  Concerning  the  third  kind  of  world,  namely  the 

f^rovidential  Worlds  confjiftitig  in  external  difpenfations 

:>f  adyerfity  or  profperity.     And  firft  concerning  the 

iark  part  or  the  world,  namely,  adverfity^  as  cafualties, 

Iflues  of  wealth  or  friends,  ficknelfes,  the  common 

BfFeds  whereof  are  impatience,  diftruft,  murmuring, 

auid  unquietnefs :  Faith  conquers  this  part  of  the  world, 

ajid  prevents  thefe   evil  confequences,   which  either 

temptations  from  without,  or  corruptions  from  within 

aure  apt  to  raife.     1 .  Faith  prefents  the  foul  with  this 

affurance,  that  all  external  occurrences  come  from  the 

'^wife  difpenlktion  or  permiffion  of  the  moft  glorious 

Ciod }  they  come  not  by  chance.  2.  That  the  glorious 

CJod  may,  even  upon  the  account  of  his  own  fovereignty, 

?uid  fre  imperio  *  inflift  what  he  pleafeth  upon  any  of 

Ws  creatures  in  this  life.     3.  That  yet  whatfoever  he 

doth  in  this  kind,  is  not  only  an  effeft  of  his  power 

^d  foyereignty,  but  of  his  wifdom,  yea  and  of  his 

goodnefs  and  bounty ;  no  affli6tions  can  befal  any  man 

but  it  muft  be  ufeful  for  his  inftruftion  or  prevention. 

4.  That  the  beft  of  men  deferve  far  worfe  at  the  hands 

of  God,  than  the  worft  alfliftions  that  ever  did  or  ever 

Pn  befal  any  man  in  this  life.     5.  That  there  have 

|?een  examples  of  greater  affliction,  that  have  befallen 

?  authority, 

better 
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better  men  in  this  life :  witnefs  Job^  and  that  excel^ 
lent  pattern  of  all  patience  and  goodnefs,  even  as  a  mail, 
our  Lord  Chrift  Jefus.  6.  That  thefe  afiiidions  are 
lent  for  the  good  even  of  good  men ;  and  it  is  their 
fault  and  weaknefs,  if  they  have  not  that  effeS;.  -  7. 
That  in  the  midft  of  the  fevereft  afili£tions,  the  &vour 
of  God  to  the  foul,  difcovering  itfelf  like  the  fun  ihin- 
ing  through  a  cloud,  gives  light  and  comfort  to  fqul, 
8.  That  Almighty  God  is  ready  to  fupport  them  that 
believe  in  him,  and  to  bear  them  up  under  ^11  their 
afiliftions,  that  they  fliall  not  fink  under  them.  9. 
Thatwhatfoever  or  how  great  foever  the  afflictions  of  this 
life  are,  if  the  name  be  blafted  with  reproaches,  the 
eftate  wafted  and  confumed  by  fire  from  heaven,  if 
friends  are  loll,  if  hopes  and  expe£bations  difappointed, 
if  the  body  be  macerated  ^  with  pains  and  difeafes, 
yet  faith  prefents  to  the  believer  fpm^thing  that  can 
bear  up  the  foul  under  thefe,  and  many  more  preffuresj 
namely,  that  after  a  few  years  or  days  are  fpent,  an  eter- 
nal ftate  of  unchangeable  and  perfect  happinefs  Ihall 
fucceed :  that  death,  the  worft  of  temporal  evils,  will 
cure  all  thofe  maladies,  and  deliver  up  the  foul  into  a 
ftate  of  endlefs  comfort  and  bleffednefs  :  and  therefore^ 
he  bears  all  this  with  patience  and  quietnefs,  and  con- 
tentednefs,  and  chearfulnefs,  and  difappoints  the  world 
in  that  expectation,  wherein,  its  ftrength  in  relation  to 
this  condition  lies,  namely,  it  conquers  all  impatience, 
murmuring,  and  unquietnefs  of  mind, 

2.  As  to  the  fecond  part  of  this  Providential  Worlds 
namely,  Profperity^  which  in  truth  is  the  more  dan- 
gerous condition  of  the  two,  without  the  intervention 
of  the  divine  grace,  the  foils  that  the  world  puts  upon 
men  by  this  condition,  are  commonly  pride,  infolence, 
carnal  fecuriry,  contempt  or  negleft  of  duty  and  reli- 
gion, luxury,  and  the  like.  The  method  whereby 
faith  overcometh  this  part  of  the  world,  and  thofe  evil 
confequences  that  arife  upon  it,  are  thefe :    1.  Faith 

*  worn  down. 

gives 
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nvied  ja  m^  >.  true  and  equal  eftimate  qf^this  condi- 
tipn,  andfkeeps.  a  man  from  over-valuing  k,  or  hira^ 
felfibr  it;  lets  him  know  it  is  very  uncertain,  very 
caXual,  very  dangerous^  and  cannot  out-laft  this  life  : 
dleath  will  come  and  fweep  down  all  thefe  cobwebs. 
%  Faith  affures  him,  that  Almighty  God  obferves  hia 
Iprhole  deportment  in  it,  that  he'  hath  given  him  a  law 
iji  huinility,  fobi  lety,  temp orance j  fidelity,  and  a  cau- 
tion not  to  trull  iL  uncertain  riches ;  that  he  mull  give 
an  accoiint  of  his  ilewai  dfhip  alfo  to  the  great  matter 
of  the  family  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  he  will  duly, 
examine  all  his  item^y  whether  done  according  to  fa^ 
Lord's  commiffion  and  command;  and  it  lets  him 
know  that  the  more  he  hath,  the  greater  ought  his 
care  to  be,  becaufe  his  account  will  be  the  greater* 
3.  Faith  lets  him  know  that  the  abundance  of  wealth, 
honour,  friends,  applaufe,  fucceifes,  as  they  latt  no 
longer  than  this  fhort  tranfitory  life,  and  therefore 
cannot  make  up  his  happinefs,  no.  nor  give  a  maa 
any  eafe  or  refcue  from  a  fit  of  the  ftone,  or  cholic ;  ia 
there  is  an  everlafting  ftate  of  happinefe  or  mifery  that 
muft  attend  every  man  after  deatli.  And  on  the  one 
hand,  all  the  glory  and  fplendur,  and  happinefs,  that 
this  inferior  world  can  afford,  is  nothing  in  compa^ 
rifon  of  that  glory  that  fhall  be  revealed  to,  and  en- 
joyed by  them  that  believe  ai^d  obey.  1.  Nothing  ia 
refped  of  its  duration ;  if  a  man  fhould  Uve  a ;  thou- 
land  years,  yet  that  muft  have  an  end,  and  the  very 
pre-apprehenfion  of  an  end  is  enough  to  dafh,  and 
blaft,  and  wither  any  happinefs  even  while  it  is  en- 
joyed ;  but  that  happinefs  that  fucceeds  after  death  is 
an  everlafting  happinefs.  2.  Nothing  in  refpeft  of  its 
degree  j  there  is  no  fincere,  complete,  perleft  happi- 
nefs in  this  world :  it  is  mingled  with  evils,  with  fears, 
with  vicifStudes  of  forrow  and  trouble ;  but  the  hap- 
pinefs of  the  next  life  is  perfeft,  fmcere,  and  unmixed 
with  any  thing  that  may  allay  it ;  and  upon  thefe  ac- 
counts, faith  (which  is  thp  fubftance  of  things  hoped 

tor, 
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forj  aaid  the  evidence  of  thmgs  not  Teen,  and  there^ 
fore  by  a  kind  of  anticipation  gives  a  prefience  to  the 
foul  of  thofe  future  joys)  renders  the  beft  happineft^ 
this  world  below  can  yield,  but  languid,  and  peor^ 
Hke  the  light  of  a  candle  in  the  prefence  of  the  fun. 
On.  the  other  fide,  the  mifery  that  after  death  attends 
the  mifpent  prefent  Itfe,  over-balanceth  all  the  go&d 
that  this  life  can  yield,  both  in  its  degree  and  duration  y 
and  therefore  with  the  pre-apprehenfion  of  it^  it  fours 
and  allays  all  the  good  that  is  in  the  greatefl:  happinefe 
of  this  life.  4.  Faith  doth  affure  every  believing  foul 
that  as  fure  as  he  now  liveth,  and  enjoyeth  that  worldly 
f^Kcity  it  hath,  fo  furely,  if  he,  in  belief  and  obedlettc^ 
to  the  will  of  God,  revealed  in  and  through  Chrift^ 
Jhall  ufe  his  ftevvardfhip  thereof  foberly,  faithfully  alid 
obediently,  he  fhall  enjoy  that  everlafting  happinefs 
^hat  thus  outweighed  the  bcft  temporal  felicity  :  and 
on  the  other  fide,  if  he  (hall  ufe  his  profperous  condi- 
tion v^nly,  proudly,  infolently,  unfaithfully,  intempe* 
tetely,  this  fhort  felicity  that  he  hath  here,  Ihall  be  at- 
tended with  an  endlefs  and  exceflive  mifery  unto  all 
eternity.  And  now  thus  upon  thefe  accounts  and 
methods,  faith  overcometh  this  world  of  external  prof- 
perity.  The  corruption  in  the  heart,  and  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  evil  one,  and  of  evil  men,  would  prefently 
Improve  this  condition  to  make  the  man  proud,  info;? 
lent,' intemperate,  luxurious,  fecure,  trufting  in  uncer^ 
tain  riches,  forgetful  of  God  and  of  religion  :  but  by 
the  means  before-mentioned,  faith  conquers  the  worWl 
herein,  difappoints  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  the 
fubtilty  of  the  devil,  the  temptation  of  evil  men,  and 
brings  the  man  into  a  low  efteem  of  his  own  external 
happinefs  ;  keeps  him  in  a  high  and  juft  valuation  of 
heaven ;  keeps  him  temperate,  fober,  watchful,  hum* 
hie,  faithful,  juft  ;  makes  him  mindful  of  his  account^ 
and  ftudious  and  induftrious  for  the  attaining  and  fet 
curing  of  an  everlafting  ftate  of  happinefs,  and  thaft 
when  death  ihall  render  all  his  wealth,  and  honom*. 
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and  applaufe,  and  fuccefleis,  and  glory^,  to  be  poor, 
empty,  infipid  things,  yet  he  may  have  and  enjoy  a 
fixed,  permanent,  everlafting  ftate  of  bleffednefs  and 
glory  with  the  ever  glorious  God,  the  bleffed  Re- 
deemer, the  holy  angels,  and  the  fpirit  of  juft  men 
oiade  perfect. 
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HUMILITY  : 
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ITS  OPPOSITE  VICES,  BENEFITS,  AND  MEANS  TO 

ACQUIRE  IT. 


PROV,  III.  34.    JAM.  IV.  6.    1  PET.  V.  5. 

GOI>  RESISTETH    THE    PROUD,   AND    GIVETH     GRACf 

TO  THE  HUMBLE. 

XRiDE  and  Humility  are  two  oppofite  habits  or  di^x* 
fitions  of  the  mind  :  and  therefore  the  difcuflion  and 
examination  of  the  latter,  will  of  itfelf  give  us  a  ££» 
covery  of  the  former ;  and  the  difcovery  of  the  bei»* 
fit  and  advantage  of  the  virtue  of  Humility,  will  giW 
us  alfo  an  account  of  the  mifchiefs  and  inconvenieofiff 
of  pride,  that  is,  its  oppofite  vice. 

In  the  examination  of  the  true  nature  of  Humi&yf 
we  muft  take  notice  that  there  are  two  extremes^  afld 
between  thefe  the  virtue  of  Humility  is  placed. 

The  two  extremes  are  in  the  excefs,  which  ispHdiy 
and  in  the  defeft,  bafenefs  of  mind. 

Pride  arifeth  from  an  over-valuation  of  a  man's  0$ 
or  a  want  of  a  due  fenfe  of  his  dependency  upott 
Almighty  God.  And  though  all  pride  be  an  extreflic 
foolifh  diftemper  of  the  mind,  yet  fome  kind  of  pridff 
is  far  more  unreafonable  and  vain  than  other :  nameifi 
that  kind  of  pride  that  arifeth  from  fuch  objeds  tW 
are  lefs  valuable  in  themfelves,  or  lefs  his  own  tb*> 
grows  proud  of  them. 

It  is  a  foolifh  thing  for  a  man  to  be  proud  of  the  ff^ 

do^metii 
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lients  of  his  mind :  as  wit,  memory,  judgment, 
lence,  policy,  learning ;  nay,  of  a  man's  goodnelsi 
le,  juftice,  temperance,  integrity :  for  though  thefe 
aoft  a  man's  own,  yet  he  hath  them  by  the  bounty 
goodnefs  of  that  God,  to  whom  he  owes  his  being  ; 
at  bajl  thou  which  thou  haft  not  received  ?    Thefe 
matters  indeed  to  ftir  up  the  gratitude  to  the  giver 
them,  but  not  fufficient  grounds  to    make  thee  . 
ad.     Again,  though  the  tilings  themfelves  be  ex- 
ent,  and  more  thine  own  than  any  other  outward 
g,  yet  thou  art  but  a  temporary  owner  of  them  ;  a. 
ent  fever,  or  a  fit  of  palfy,  or  apoplexy,  may  rob 
J  of  all  thefe  endowmentSj  and  thou  mayeft  poC- 
j  over  live  thy  wit,  thy  parts,  thy  learning ;  and  if 
J  efcapeft  thefe  concuffion^,  yet  if  thou  live  to  old 
!  a  thing  that  naturally  all  men  defire,  that  wiH 
te,  if  not  wholly  antiquate,  thy  wit,  learning,  parts ; 
it  is  a  foolifh  thing  for  a  man  to  be  proud  of  that 
ch  he  is  not  fure  to  keep  while  he  lives,  and  muft 
at  laft  in  a  great  meafure  when  he  dies,  even  by 
bn  of  that  very  pride  which  accompanies  them 
e.      Again,  that  very  pride,  which   accompanies 
fe  excellent  parts  and  habits,  is  the  very  thing  that 
ler  fpoils,  or  very  much  debafeth,  and  difparageth 
na  both  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man ;  it  is  like  the 
d  fly  in  the  confeftion,  the  worm  at  the  bottom 
the  gourd,  that  taints    and  withers  thefe   excel- 
des,  and  renders  them  either  contemptible  or  at 
3:  much  lefs  valuable.     The  more  a  man  values 
ifelf  for  thofe  things,  the  lefs  he  is  valued  by  others,; 
I  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one  that  this  foolifh  vain!  hu- 
iir  of  pride   mingles    fome  odd,  fanciful,  ridicu- 
8,  or  unfavory  ingredient  in  the  adions  or  deport- 
ats  of  fuch  men,  though   of  eminent  parts  and 
lities  ;  fo  that  they  rec*eive  more  reproach  or  cen- 
e  by  their  pride,  than  they  receive  applaufe  by  their 
ts :  for  as  God  refifts  the  proud,  fo  doth  mankind 
0 ;  and  their  very  pride  give  their,  adveriaries  ad- 

3toge.  .   . 
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And  as  pride  of  parts,  and  hsiiits  ot  ttie  TtunA^  h  'i 
IbolUh  thing ;  fo  pride  6{  to'dUy  endowments  k  yet 
tnore  foolifh  and  vain ;  becaufe  it  is  raifed  upon?  a 
thing  of  a  bafer  allay  than  the  former ;  futh  as  ar^ 
beauty,  ftature^  ftrength,  agility }  for  though  thefe  are 
€t  man^s  own,  yet  they  are  things  that  are  not  only 
fubjeft  to  more  cafualries  than  the  former,  but  thejr 
ere  but  of  an  inferior  nature. 

Again  j  yet  more  vain  and  foolifli  is  that  pride  thkf 
is  raifed  upon  things  that  are  either  purely  adtenti* 
tious  or  foreign,  or  in  the  mere  power  of  odier  nien^ 
as  pride  of  wealth,  of  honoUr,  of  q)plaufB,  df  ftlc- 
ce&s  in  adions,  of  titles,  gay  clothes^  many  atten- 
dants, great  equipage,  precedency,  and  fuch  utde  ac* 
ceffions  :  and  yet  it  is  admirable  to  obfenre  the  vanity 
of  the  generality  of  mankind,  in  this  refpeS; :  there 
is  fcarce  a  man  to  be  found  abroad  in  the  world,  whd 
hadi  not  fome  elation  of  mind,  upon  the  account  o^ 
tbefe  and  the  like  petty,  vain^  inconfidersyble  advan- 
tages ;  in  all  profeHions,  as  well  eccleiiailical  -as  (t^ 
cular ;  in  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  from  the 
courtier  to  the  page  and  footboy  ;  in  all  ages,  as  well 
old  as  young,  almoft  every  peffon  hath  fome  hd>by- 
horfe  or  other  wherein  he  prides  himfelf  . 

And  this  humour  df  pride  doth  rarely  <:o&tain  itiielf 
within  the  breaft  of  that  perfon  wherein  it  lodgethj 
(though  it  went  no  farther  it  is  foolifh  enough)  but 
4>reads  itfelf  into  numerous  branches ;  fuch  as  are 
contempt  ahd  fcom  of  others  j  contention  and  anfaoO' 
fity  again!):  thofe  that  in  any  degree  ciofs  thlM; 
ambition^  envy,  againit  any  that  are  above  ^dknj 
vain-glory  and  oftentation,  huntmg  after  appbttfil} 
defire  and  delight  in  flattery  and  adulation  of  than  i 
impatience  of  controul,  or  contradiddon^  or  difap|MMt-' 
ment  of  what  they  effed  ;  detraftion  from  the  Iv^ditk 
or  value  of  othersf*  .         ^ 

And,  befides  the  difturbance  that  it  makes  abrwd^ofc 
Is  and  intolerable  difeqfe  of  the  foul  that  is^potflbitv 
therewith)  renders  his  life  miferable,  and  pulss 
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the  potrfer  of  erfery  man  to  be  nis  tbnnentor :  If  a  poor 
ttian,  a  Morde'cai^  deny  but  his.  cap  or  his  knee,  it 
makes  Haman  ftarkfick  and  half  mad  ^  All  his  ho- 
nour and  glory,  and  favour,  went  for  nothins,  fo  long 
^JMordecaiht  in  the  gate,  and  did  hini  no  revefehde; 
Any  fmall  negleO:  or  affront,  any  crofs  in  expedhition, 
^y  little  inconfiderable  difappointment  in  what  he  fets 
his  mind  upon,  diforders  him  even  to  di(lra£tion. 

The  other  extreme  is,  bafenefs  and  Jordidnefi  ofmind^ 
tehich  though  it  carries  the  Ihadow  of  Humility,  yet  i^ 
is  indeed  quite  another  thing.  And  though  fometmies, 
as  in  pride,  fo  in  this  of  bafenefs  of  mind,  the  com- 
plexion and  temperament  may  have  an  influence,  yet  it 
is  moft  commonly  upon  another  account;  namely, 
when  a  man  is  forlornly  given  over  to  the  love  of  wealth 
dr  honour,  or  of  bodily  pleafures  or  lufts,  this  doth 
make  him  proftitute  himfelf  to  any  bafe  fordid  means^ 
or  compliances,  to  compafs  and  attain  thofe  ends : 
There  is  nothing  fo  bafe  or  unworthy,  that  fuch  a  mail 
will  not  undertake  or  do,  to  the  attainment  of  what  h^ 
Aus  defigns.;  fuch  are  the  bafe  flattery  of  men  in 
power,  ugly  compliance  with  their  humours,  though 
ttioft  nauieous  and  unfavory ;  creeping  and  cringings 
even  almoil  to  adoration  of  them;  making  pitiful 
addrefles  to  their  meaneft  dependants,  even  as  low  as 
pages  and  footboys,  performing  the  moft  unwarrantable 
OmceiB  for  .them ;  and  many  times  an  external  difeuife^ 
a  fll^pe'  of  lowlinefs  and  humility  in  gefture,  mape, 
habits  and  deportment,  till  they  can  attain  their  ends  j 
like  the  monk,  that  was  always  looking  upon  the  earth 
m  ^  fhape  of  humility,  till  he  was  chofen  abbot,  and 
Aen  changed  his  figure,  and  being  queftione^  ioi  his 
Aidddn  chiange  by  one  of  his  convent,  anfwered,  in  hiS 
form^  pbfture  he  was  only  looking  for  the  keys  of  the 
aBbiey,  but  now  he  had  found  them  he  needea  not  the 
fOYlmer  pofture. 

And  this  bafenefs  of  mind  is  niariy  times  aSfo  the 

'  Esth.  V.  13. 
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eflfeft  of  the  fear  of  men,  which  many  times  works  fb 
much  updn  the  mind,  that  it  carries  men  to  bafe  and 
miworthy  compliances. 

But  true  Humility  is  a  virtue  and  temper  oi  mind  of. 
another  nature,  and  arifing  from  better  principles.  It 
is  a  lowly  frame  and  habit  of  fpirit  arifing  from  the  due 
fenfe  of  the  glorious  excellency  of  the  Almighty  God^ 
and  our  own  frailty  and  infirmities,  and  our  infinite  de- 
pendence upon  his  bounty,  goodnefs,  mercy,  whereby 
we  are  under  a  conftant,  firm  and  found  conviftion, 
that  all  that  is  in  us,  or  that  is  enjoyed,  or  can  be  ex- 
pefted  by  us,  is  from  the  free  undeferved  liberality  of 
that  glorious  God, 

So  that  although,  poflibly,  the  help  of  complexion, 
and  conftitution,  and  education,  may  be  contributory 
to  the  more  eafy  acqueft  ^  and  exercife  of  this  virtue, 
yet  it  is  in  itfelf  the  effeft  of  a  mind  truly  and  foundly. 
principled.  *  The  fpirit  of  a  found  mind  ^Z  And' 
this  Humility  of  the  mind  is  not  barely  in  the  external 
habit  or  counterfeited  deportment ;  many  times  a 
cynical,  intollerable  pride  is  cloathed  with  the  mantle^ 
of  humility  :  but  principally  it  is  rooted  in  the  very 
mind  itfelf,  and  for  the  moIi  evidencetb  its  being  there, 
by  thefe  enfuing  particulars* 

1 .  A  moft  awful  and  fincere  reverence  of  the  great 
and  glorious  God ;  an  habitual  proftration  of  our  fouls 
always  before  him,  as  the  great  and  glorious  Sovereign^ 
of  heaven  and  earth,  in  whofe  prefence  we  always  are, 
and  to  whom  we  owe  an  infinite  fubje£Uon  and  de- 
pendence. 

2.  A  moft  high  and  conftant  gratitude  and  thanir 
fulnefs  of  heart  and  foul  to  him,  for  all  the  good  We( 
have  in  us,  or  that  is  or  can  be  enjoyed  by  us ; .  re- 
cognizing  him,  as  the  giver  of  our  being,  of  pi^^. 
faculties,  pur  abilities,  and  ftrength  of  mind  anil 
body,  our  wealth,  our  honoi;r,  our  comforts,'  our 
hopes  and  expedkations}  that  he  is  not  only  the  giver 

'  acquisition.  =  2  Tim.  i.  7. 
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of  diem,  but  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  them,  and  may 
irefume  them  when  he  plesdeth, 

3.  And  confequently  upon  this,  that  we  owe  to  that 
eat  and -Sovereign  Lord  a  due  employment  of  all^ihzt 

ehath  thus  given  us,  to  his  glory  and /cilice;  and 
that  we  xnuft  therefore  be  accountable  for  dieni,  to 
him  who  is  our  great  Lord,  Proprietor,  aid  Mafter. 

4.  A  conftant  vigilance  and  attention  of  ntind  upon 
all  our  thoughts,  words  and  aftibns ;  but  d^ecfiaJW 
left  we  forget  that  habitude  of  mind  that  we  thus  ovrt 
to  Almighty  God,  and  left  pride,  arrogancy.  Vanity*,^ 
vain-glory  fteal  in  upon  us ;  checking  and  plucking 
up  the  firft  ebullitions  and  rifings,  the  firft  buds  and 
motions  thereof. 

5.  Which  is  but  the  cottfequence  of  the  former,  a 
Joier  opinion  concerning  ourfehes^  znd  all  we  do,  and 
fey }  not  thinking  of  ourfelves  above  what  we  ought 
to  think :  and  fmce  felf-love  fo  naturally  adheres  to 
us,  to  be  very  jealous  of  ourfelves ;  efpecially  in  thof0 
a&ions  that  are  good,  or  that  meet  with  fome  applaufe 
in  the  world ;  left  we  either  value  them  too  high,  ot 
overvalue  ourfelves  by  reafon  of  them ;  or  left  we  are 
fliort  in  giving  to  Almighty  God  that  ^honour  that  is 
due  to  him,  and  to  him  only,  for  them. 

t  6.  A  diligent,  and  impartial,  and  frequent  confider^ 
atioH  and  examination,  and  animadverjion  of  and  up» 
on  our  defeSls  and  failings ;  for  thefe,  and  thefe  only 
iare  truly  and  properly  our  own.  There  are  a  fort  of 
artificial  pidtures,  that  if  a  man  look  upon  them  coiei 
way,  they  reprefent  fome  beautiful  comely  perfon ;  bW 
if  we  look  upon  them  another  way,  they  reprefeirf 
fome  deformed  or  mifhapen  monfter ;  our  own  parfi* 
ality  to  ourfelves  prompts  us  to  look  upon  the  picture 
of  our  lives  and  adlions,  in  mat  pofition  or  poftute  tfiat 
renders  nothing  but  beautiful  and  virtuoils ; '  arid^Hifll 
have  feldom  the  patience  to  look  upon  it,  in  that  pAfP 
don  that  may  render  our  deformities  and  vices :  aitf^ 
thereupon  we  give  ourfelves  the  denomination  accbrct? 
ingly  of  good  and  virtuous^  and  either  do  not  obferve, 
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or  do  not  confider  our  own  failings  and  defefte.   If  wi 
did  a$  well  confider  our  fins  which  we  coamut,  as 
duties  which  we  perform :  and  if  in  the  confiderati( 
of  our  duties,  we  did  but  confider  how  much  more 
our  duties,  we  omit  than  we  perform ;  and  in  the  dui 
ties  we  perform,  if  we  did  confider  how  much  dead- 
ness,  formality,  hypocrify,  vain-glory,  felf-feeking,  andE 
other  unhandfome  ingredients   were  mingled   with, 
them ;  and  ihould  lay  our  fins,  our  omifrions,  our  de<^ 
fe£b  in  one  fcale,  and  that  which  were  really  and  trub 
duty  and  good,  and  worthy  in  another  fcale,  the  be^ 
of  mankind  would  foon  find  that  which  was  truly  good^  ^ 

in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  were  a  pitiful,  flendoc 

fcantlet,  and  would  be  infinitely  outweighed  by  his  fiais« 
omiilions  and  defeats ;  and  the  due  compaxifon  and 
profpe£t  of  this,  would  quickly  give  him  a  le^lure 
humility ;  the  good  we  do,  wouldf  indeed  make 
thankful,  but  the  good  we  omit,  the  evil  we  commit, 
and  the  deficiencies  of  our  dudes,  would  make  us  hum? 
ble. 

?•  Charitable  (Opinions  of  the  perfons  of  others,  as 
far  as  poilibly  may  be.  It  is  true,  that  neither  religion, 
nor  charity,  commands,  or  allows  any  man  to  fay  or 
think  that  that  which  is  in  itfelf  a  fin,  is  not  fo ;  as  that 
drunkennefs,  or  whoredom,  or  pride,  or  vain-glory, 
are  not  fins ;  the  law  of  God,  and  the  law  of  nature 
tell  us  they  are  fins.  But  an  humble  man  fenfible  of 
his  own  fins  and  failings,  will  not  prefently  be  over 
cenforious  of  perfons,  or  pronounce  them  reprobateSs 
or  men  wholly  deilitute  of  the  hope  of  falvadon ;  but 
ipU  pity  their  failings  and  backfUdings ;  but  yet  not 
exterminate  them  from  heaven :  And  therein  there 
^  muft  be  duly  confidered  the  differ mce  between  a  privaii 
ferftm  and  a  futlic  peirjon^  whether  miniiter  or  maKif-* 
ttaie ;  the  former,  namel]!^  a  private  perfon,  humihty 
'fMift  teach  him  compaifion,  charitablenefs,  gentlene^; 
but  the  latter,  being  intrulled  in  a  public  miniftration 
prdCce,  doth  all trius  vices  agere.  his  perfonal  humi* 

*  traufiact  the  businetii  of  another. 
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lity,  as  a  private  perfon,  muft  teach  him  to  be  charita" 
bte,  but  yet  not  to  be  remifs  or  unfaithful  in  the  exer- 
ofe  of  his  office. 

The  farther  confideration  of  the  principles  and  com- 
panions of  Humility  will  appear  in  the  confideration  of 
-the/r»//i,  and  advantages  and  benefits  of  true  Humility. 
And  thefe  I  Ihall  reduce  to  thefe  three  relations ; 
1*  In  relation  to  Almighty  God ;  2.  In  relation  to  the 
liumble  perfon  himfeif ;    3.  In  relation  to  others.     It 
is  true  that  all  virtues,  if  they  be  true  and  real,  have  a 
connexion  one  with  another ;  they  are  never  fmgle ; 
Ibr  the  fame  principle  that  begettetn  one,  beget teth  all 
the  reft,  and  habituates,  and  influenceth  the  foul  in  all 
its  motions ;  but  efpecially  this   virtue  of  humility, 
"when  it  is  genuine  and  true,  is  ever  accompanied  with 
adl  thofe  excellent  habits  and  graces,  that  perfeft  the 
foul ;  as  the  fear  and  love  of  God ;  obedience  to  him  j 
dependence  on  him ;  beneficence  and  charity  to  man- 
kind, and  the  like.     But  yet  in  the  purfuit  of'^the  fruits 
and  advantages  of  humility,  I  fhall  apply  myfelf  to 
fach  as  do  moft  naturally,  and  with  a  kind  ot  fpecial 
reafon  and  approbation  belong  to,  or  flow  from^  this 
virtue  as  fuch,  and  as  do  efpecially  belong  to  its  nature 
in  a  kind  of  abftraO:  confideration. 

I.  Therefore,  in  relation  to  jilmighiy  Gody  the 
humble  man  hath  in  a  fpecial  manner  thefe  two  great 
advantages.  1 .  He  receives  grace,  or  favour,  or  ho- 
nour from  God.  2.  He  receives  dire£tion,  guidance 
and  counfel  from  God.  Both  which  are  fingularly 
promifed,  apd  by  a  kind  of  fuitablenefs  and  congruity, 
conferred  by  Almighty  God  upon  an  humble  foul. 

Rrft,  favour^  honour ^  ai^d  grace  from  God,  is  a 
fpecial  portion  of  the  humble  man.  The  viife  man 
tells  us  here,  '  He  gives  grace  to  the  humble.'  AhcJ 
although  grace  is  a  comprehenfive  word,  and  incjude^, 
in  itfelf,  not  only  favour  and  acceptance  with  God ; 
but  alfo  thofe  other  acceffions  of  the  gifts  of  his 
bounty  and  goodnefs,  which  come  from  this  great 
pver  of  every  perfeft  gift,  as  wifdom,  peace,  righteouf- 
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tefs,  purity  of  heart,  and  the  like,  which  arc  all  alfo 
the  portion  of  a  truly  humble  man ;  yet  I  think  the  for- 
mer is  that  which  is  fpecially  intended  here ;  namely, 
favour,  honour,  and  acceptance  with  God,  fo  often  ex- 
preffed  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  by  the  phrafe 
of  finding  grace  ii!  the  fight  of  God.  '  Behold 
'  how  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  fight  ^'  *  He  that 
^  bade  thee,  fhall  fay  unto  thee,  friendj  come  thou 

*  up  hither,  then  thou  {halt  have  worfliip  or  grace  in 

*  the  prefence  of  them  that  fit  at  meat  with  thee :  for 

*  he  that  exalteth  himfelf  fhall  be  abafed,  and  he  that 

*  abafeth  himfelf  fliall  be  exalted  2/  So  that  by  grace 
is  principally  intended  favour,  acceptance,  honour  and 
^fl:eem,  with  the  great  and  glorious  God  of  Heaven 
and  earth.  And  certainly  were  there  no  other  reward 
of  humility,  the  acceptance  and  favour  with  the  great 
Sovereign  of  the  world,  it  were  reward  enough.  We 
fee  daily  what  pains  and  charge,  and  expence,  and 
fervitude  men  undergo  to  attain  the  favour  of  a  prince 
or  great  man,  though  he  be  but  a  poor  mortal  worm ; 
and  how  men  pleafe  themfelves,  when  they  have  ob- 
tained fome  little  unprofitable  refpeO:  from  a  great 
man.  But  what  is  that  in  comparifon  of  being  in  grace 
and  favour  with  the  King  of  Kings,  the  Lord  of  Hea* 
ven  ?  efpecialiy,  when  we  confider  that  the  favour  op 
acceptance  of  the  glorious  God  is  not  a  bare  unpro-^ 
fitable  efteem  or  grace,  fuch  as  many  times  the  great 
favourites  of  princes  obtain  from  them  :  But  the  favour 
and  acceptance  of  God  is  always  accompanied  with 
bounty  and  beneficence ;  as  he  is  th<?  fovereign  oceaa 
of  all  good,  fo  we  may  be  fure,  he  will  be  communi- 
cative and  liberal  of  it,  to  fuch  as  he  favours.  He, 
whofe  benignity  is  hourly  extended  to  the  meanefl  of 
his  creatures,  nay,  to  the  very  worft  of  men,  cannot  be. 
parfimonious  or  flrait-handed  to  thofe  whom  he  ac- 
cepts, and  efteems,  and  honours,  So  that  the  hum<i 
ble  man  finds  grace  in  the  fight  of  the  glorious  God, 
and,  as  an  efFefl:  of  that  grace,  the  bountiful  com-^ 

^  Geu.  xi-x.  18.  *  Lukp  xiv.  9,  10,  1 1. 
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munication  of  all  neceflary  good  from  the  munificence, 
'bounty  and  liberality  of  him,  that  thus  favours  him ;  and 
'  this  is  reward  enough  for  the  mod  profound  Humility, 
The  reafon  why  Almighty  God  accepts  thus  an  hum- 
ble perfon,  is  the  very  fame  that  makes  him  refift  the 
jproud,  which  is  this :  The  great  God  made  all  things 
in  the  world  for  two  ends :  viz.  1 .  Thereby  to  com- 
'mimicate  his  own  diffufive  goodnefs  and  beneficencei, 
and .  principally  for  the  glory  of  his  own  greatnefs> 
wifdom,  power,  and  majefty ;    and  although  he  re- 
ceives no  addition  of  happinefs  by  the  return  of  glory 
from  his  creatures,  yet  it  is  a  thing  he  values,  his  glory 
'  he  will  not  give  to  another ;  and  it  is  unbecoming  the 
excellency  of  his  Majefty  to  be  difappointed  in  his 
did.     Glory  is  out  of  its  place  when  it  is  not  returned 
to  the  God  of  glory,  or  in  order  to  him.     It  is  the 
natural,  as  well  as  the  reafonable  tribute  of  all  his 
'  creatures,  and  a  kind  of  proper  refleftion  of  the  bounty 
and  fplendour  of  all  his  works  unto  the  God  that  made 
them.     Now  the  proud  man  ufurps  that  glory  which  is 
due  to  his  Maker,  and  takes  it  to  himfelf;  intercepts 
that  due  and  natural  return  and  refleftion  due  unto 
the  Creator  of  all  things;  takes  that  tribute  that  is  due 
to  God,  and  applies  it  to  himfelf;  puts  glory  out  of 
its  place  and  natural  courfe,  which  it  fliould  hold  to- 
wards the  glorious  God,  as  the  rivers  do  to  the  fea : 
'  And  this  ufurpation,  as  it  is  a  kind  of  rebellion  againft 
'God,  fo  it  inverts  and  diforders  the  true  and  juft  na- 
tural courfe  of  things ;  and  therefore  as  the  proud  man 
herein  walks  contrary  to  God,  fo  God  walks  contrary 
to  him :  '  They  that  honour  me,  I  will  honour ;  they 
that  defpife  me,  fhall  be  lightly  efteemed  ^\     And  as 
this  is  a  moft  reafonable  att  of  divine  juftice,  fo  there 
'  feem  two  things  that  even  upon  an  account  of  natural 
■  congruity  mult  needs  make  the  condition  of  a  proud 
man  unealy  and  unhappy,   in  relation  to  Almighty 
God.     1.  Every  thing  is  beautiful  and   ufeful,  and 
convenient  in  its  proper  place ;  but  when  it  is  out  of 

I  1  Sam.  ii.  30. 
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its  place,  it  becomes  tx'oublefome  and  difprderly,  like  ft 
bone  out  of  joint,  it  caufeth  difcompofiire.  Whci| 
therefore  the  proud  man  arrogates  to  hin:^felf  gloryji 
and  intercepts  its  free  return  to  the  Go4  of  glory  to 
whom  it  belongs,  glory  is  out  of  its  place,  and  difordem 
and  difcompofeth  the  ufurper  of  it,  fq  that  he  grows 
ISck  of  it,  fometimes  to  madnefs,  but  always  to  difi 
temper  and  difcompofure.  2.  The  proud  man  is  fo 
full  of  himfelf,  and  of  the  honour  and  glory  which  he 
ufurps  and  attrafts  to  himfelf,  that  he  is  incapalde  of 
an  acceffion  of  grace  or  favour  from  (Jod:  for  he 
jthinks  he  hath  enough  of  his  own,  and  this  obftruflts 
the  acceffes  and  irradiation  of  the  divine  favour,  grace^ 
and  benedi6tipn.  Jnins  exiftens  frobibet  aliennum  ^  It 
is  the  empty  foul,  empty  I  mean  of  pride,  lelf^coiicdU 
and  vain-glory,  that  is  capable  of  fatisfaflfion  with  the 
^yine  goodnefs. 

But  on  the  contrary,  the  humble  tnan  hath  thefe  tWA 
pppplif  e  advantages.  1 .  He  carries  ]glory  and  honour 
to  nim,  to  whom  it  belongsj  to  its  proper  f  entre  aad 
coimtry,  namely,  to  the  ever  glorious  God,  and  that 
ocean  of  gopdnefs  and  perfeftion  that  refides  in  \^ ; 
And  this  gives  the  man  eafe,  and  quietnefs,  and  com* 
pofure  of  the  mjnd,  for  he  doth  not  intercept  the  tri- 
pute  that  is  due  to  his  Maker,  but  pays  it  over  to  the 
right  owner,  Jf  he  doth  any  good,  noble,  or  becoming 
aoipn,  he  checks  the  firft  motion  pf  pride  aild  oftenta* 
ition  in  himfelf,  and  receives  not  the  applaufe  of  others, 
but  direfts  all  the  praife  and  glory  of  it  to  that  Qo4 
that  hath  done  it  by  him,  or  in  him,  pr  for  him :  *  Not 
f  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name  give  the  glory/  And  this 
gives  him  fmgular  quietnefs,  ferenity  and  evennefs  of 
mind,  becaufe  he  is  not  furcharged  with  that  which 
belongs  not  to  him,  nor  under  thofe  tortures  and  boil- 
ings of  mind,  which  this  tribute  due  to  his  Maker  raif- 
eth  when  ufurped  by  men  to  whom  it  belongs  not. 
Again.  2.  By  this  humility  and  lowljnefs  of  mind,  tJ^ 
foul  is  empty,  not  of  what  it  fhould  have,  but  what  it 

*  That  which  is  within  excludes  what  is  without. 

(hould 
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jflioiild  not  have,  aid  by  that  means  becomes  recqptive 
and  capable  of  bkffing  irom  the  God  of  N^ven, '  Who 
^  filleth  the  hungry  with  good  things,  but  fends  the 
*  rich  empty  away  ^*  And  this  feems  to  hold  a  con- 
gruity  to  tne  very  nature  of  every  intelledual  agent, 
^t  2&S  with  underftanding  and  will.  We  find,  even 
in  the  r^ular  motions  of  our  own  nature,  a  iecret 
averibi^  to  gratify  a  proud  and  haughty  man ;  for  he 
^either  fcoms  or  rejeds  a  kindnefs,  as  beneath  him ;  or 
arrogates  and  owns  it  as  his  own  due,  and  not  a  bounty : 
But  a  perfon  truly  humble,  fenfible  of  a  benefit,  thank- 
ful for  it,  gets  within  us,  invites  beneficence.  And 
furely,  though  the  bleffed  God  be  not  at  all  under  the 
impotency  of  human  pailion^,  yet  he  is  a  God  of  in- 
finite wifdom,  and  placeth  his  beft  benefits,  where 
they  'Will  be  beft  received  and  ufed.  2,  It  feems  to 
hold  congruity  and  proportion  with  the  very  courfe 
jiiid  nature  of  things  natural :  The  divine  bemgnity  is 
fnuch  more  diflFufive  than  the  light,  the  air,  the  moft 
communicable  element  in  the  world,  and  filleth  every 
thing  according  to  its  meafure  and  capacity  of  recep- 
lion ;  is  that  which  communicateth  itfelf  to  vegetables 
in  life  an4  vegetation,  but  not  in  fenfe,  becaufe  not  re- 
ceptive of  it;  to  animals  in  life  and  fenfe,  but 
not  in  reafon  or  underftanding,  becaufe  not  re- 
ceptive  of  it ;  to  men  in  life,  fenfe  and  underftand- 
ing, that  is  common  to  the  whole  fpecies ;  and  if  they 
have  but  room  in  them  for  it,  and  do  not  wilfully 
tjhtnift  it  from  them,  in  grace  alfo,  and  favour,  and 
acceptation  in  the  bettermg  and  improving  of  their 
fimls  ipi  the  influences  of  his  love,  direaion,  and 
guidance  j  and  fuch  a  veflel  is  the  humble  foul,  empty 
pf  pride,  felf-attribution  2,  vain-glory ;  one  that  is  glad 
of  fuch  guefts  as  the  grace,  and  favour,  and  acceptance 
pf  God,  hath  room  for  them  in  his  heart,  and  fo  be- 
comes a  fit  tabernacle  for  the  influence  of  that  God, 
that  revives  the  fpirit  of  the  himible  3. 

And  here  by  the  benignity  and  feivoiur  of  God,  I  do 

*  wtak  influence.         •  lelf-confidence.        •  Isa.  cvii.  15. 

not 
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not  mean  the  heaping  of  temporal  honours  or  wealth 
Upon. men;  thefe'are  but  fmall  inconfiderable  things  ; 
ftich  as  are  common  to  the  proud,  and  many  times  de- 
nied to  the  humble.  But  they  have  a  better  exchange, 
namely,  peace  with  God,  inward  teflimonies  of  his 
favour,  fecfet  indications  of  his  love,  direftions  and 
inftruflions  by  the  fecret  whifpers  and  intimations  of 
his  fpirit,  quietnefs  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  ind  pledges 
of  immortality  and  happinefs,  thofe 


■  Animi  bona,  sanctbsque  recessus 


Mentis,  &  incoctum  generoso  pectus  honcsto  ' . 

And  thefe  are  things  of  a  far  greater  value  than 
external  wealth  and  honour ;  and  as  far  before  them, 
as  the  mind  and  foul  itself  is.  But  of  this  more  in 
the  next. 

2.  The  fecond  great  advantage  of  the  humble  foul 
is,  that  he  fliall  be  fure  of  direction^  and  guidance^  and 
counJeU  from  the  beft  of  couxilellors,  the  glorious  God 
of  wifdom,  'The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment; 
*  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  wav  '^.*  Meeknefs  and 
Humility  are  but  the  fame  thing  under  different  names. 

And  this  guidance  and  direction  of  Almighty  God 
is  of  two  kinds,  in  relation  to  a  double  end.  1 .  Guidance 
and  direftion  in  relation  to  his  everlafting  end,  the  fal- 
vation  and  happinefs  of  the  foul ;  namely,  what  he  is 
to  believe,  and  know,  and  do,  in  order  to  that  greateft 
and  moft  important  end.  And  therefore  it  is  obfervable, 
that  although  the  myftery  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
the  common  inftrument  of  falvation  of  mankind, 
is  the  moft  wife  and  profound  defign  and  myftery,  and 
of  the  greateft  importance  that  ever  the  world  was  ac- 
quainted with ;  yet  the  moft  wife  and  moft  glorious 
God,  did  veil  and  drefs  that  great  and  glorious  myftery 
quite  contrary  to  the  wifdom  and  grandeur  of  the 
world ;  infomuch,  that  to  the  moft  knowing  people 

'  Good  qualities  and  sacred  meditations  of  a  mind  breathing  noble 
and  Louorable  scntimcuts.         "^  Tijal.  xxv.  9. 

of 
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of  the  world,  and  that  were  full  of  their  own  know- 
ledge, the  Jews,  it  became  a  {tumbling  block ;  and  to 
the  Greeks,  the  moft  learned  and  wife  people  in  the 
world,  and  that  were  full  of  the  fenfe  of  their  own 
wifdom  and  learning,   it  was  accounted  foolifhnefs* 

*  After  that,  by  wifdom  the  world  knew  not  God,  it 
•*  pleafed  him  by  the  fooliftmefs  of  preaching',  namely, 
of  the  things  preached,  Chrift  crucified,  *  to  lave  them 

*  that  believe  i.*  And  accordingly,  in  the  primitive 
times  it  fucceeded  accordingly,  the  wife  Rabbies  of  the 
Jews  and  the  learned  philofophers  of  the  Gentiles,  for 
the  moft  part,  derided  or  rejefted  it.  Not  many  wife, 
aiot  many  mighty  entertained  it ;  for  the  wifdom  of 
God  ordered  the  wifdom  and  myftery  of  the  gofpel, 
quite  counter  to  that  wifdom  that  was  in  vogue  in  the 
Word.  And  we  now  fee  the  reafon  why  it  was  fitly 
and  wifely  fo  defigned,  for  it  was  defigned  to  thwart 
and  crofs  and  confound  that  corrupt  wifdom  of  the 
world,  which  had  before  corrupted  it ;  the  world  by 
wifdom  knew  not  God.  But  on  the  contrary,  the 
meek  and  humble  and  lowly  minds,  and  fuch  were 
fome  learned,  as  well  as  unlearned,  thefe  received  the 
gofpel :  *  The  poor  received  the  gofpel  ^ ;'  the  poor 
in  fpirit,  lowly,  meek :  '  He  that  receiveth  not  the 
^  kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child,  fhall  in  no  wife 

*  enter  into  it.'  It  was  fitted,  and  ordered,  and 
modelled  in  fuch  a  drefs,  and  fuch  a  method,  that  it 
was  fuitable  to  the  reception  of  fuch  fouls  j  and  none 
but  fuch  were  receptive  of  it. 

Again,  2.  Humility  difpofeth  the  glorious  God  to 
give,  and  the  humble  mind  to  receive  direftlon  and 
guidance  in  all  the  walk  and  concern  of  this  life.  A 
proud  heart  ordinarily  difdaineth  and  undervalueth 
all  other  wifdom  but  his  own,  and  all  other  counfel 
but  fuch  as  fuits  with  his  own  wifdom :  And  therefore 
the  glorious  God  moft  commonly  crofleth  or  difap* 
pointeth  him,  or  leaves  him  to  the  headinefs  ^  and 

*  Cor.  i,  21.  *  Mark  x.  15.  '  violence. 

mifery 
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mifery  dF  his  own  counfels,  and  to  eat  the  bitt^  fitttt 
of  his  own  raihnefs  and  folly.  For  whatever  the  UiiUl 
men  of  the  world  think,  the  actions  of  men  and  their 
fucceffes  are  under  the  regiment  ^  of  the  divine  will  ^ssA 
providence :  and  it  is  no  wonder  if  he,  that  invifiblj 
governs  the  events  of  the  world,  takes  the  wife  in  thekr 
own  craftinefs,  and  mingles  giddinefs  and  difappcnnt- 
ment  in  their  counfels,  and  breaks  the  thread  of  all 
their  contrivances ;  for  he  hath  a  thoufand  ways  with 
eafe  and  facility  to  do  it.  We  may  every  day  fee  what 
jmall  intervention  quite  fhatters,  and  diforcfers,  an<t 
overturns  the  moft  politic,  fubtle,  fecret,  and  well-lali 
defigns  in  the  world  :  fo  that  in  one  moment  a  jMtifuI^ 
finall  unexpefted  occurrence  wholly  breaks  in  piec^ 
a  defign  of  men  laid  together  with  long  deliberadoo 
and  forecaft ;  with  huge  profpefl:  and  precaution  ciC 
difficulties ;  with  great  referves  and  preparations  agaisft 
all  imaginable  obftacles ;  v^rith  all  the  advantages  of  fe- 
crefy,  power,  combination  of  parties,  connexion  and 
contignation  2  of  fubfidiary  aids ;  and  yet  one  poor  tine 
thought  of  accident  cracks  in  funder,  and  breaks  all  tpj 
(hivers  the  whole  elaborate  machine  ;  fo  that  in  a  mo* 
ment  the  fhivers  thereof  lie  all  Broken  and  disjointed 
like  a  potfherd  daflied  againft  the  wall  \  or  the  wfaol^ 
contrivance  difappears  like  the  fabulous  enchaiMfed 
caflles. 

'  But  on  the  other  fide,  an  humble  man  leans  not-  to* 
his  own  underftanding ;  he  is  fenfible  of  the  deficiaw:y 
of  his  own  power  and  wifdom,  and  trufts  not  in  it;  h$ 
is  alfo  fenfible  of  tlie  all-fufficient  power,  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  Almighty  God,  and  commits  himfelf  to 
him  for  counfel,  guidance  direction  and  ftrength. .  It 
is  natural  for  any  man  or  thing,  that  is  fenfible  of  his 
own  deficiency,  to  feek  out  after  that  which  may  b€  a 
fupport  and  ftrength  to  him,  and  as  Almighty  God  ti 
effentially  good  and  perfect,  fo  he  is  (if  I  may  ufe  thje 
expreflionj  moll  naturally  communicative  of  it,  to  any 
that  feek  unto  him  for  it  in  humility  and  fincerity :  The 
air  doth  not  more  naturally  yield  to  our  attraftion  in 

'  control.        *  Joining  together. 

tef^iraJtion-i 
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Td^niRatkm,  or  infmiiate  irielf  into  thofe  Ipaces  that 
MT^  ii^c^ptive  of  it)  than  the  Divine  aflifttiace,  guidance 
m4  bipneficence  doth  to  the  defire  and  exigencies  and 
tffVSkt^  of  an  humble  foul,  feniible  of  its  own  eniptiaeis 
yi^  4^ci€ncy,  and  imploring  the  dire&ion,.  guidance 
tad  ble0ing  of  the  moil  wife  and  bountiful  God  •  I 
Cfka  call  ntj  own  experience  to  "i^tnefs,  that  even  in  the 
^tfsmal  actions,  occurrences,  and  incidents  of  my 
irhd^  life,  I  was  never  difappointed  of  the  beft  guid* 
lace  and  dire£Uon,  when  in  humility  and  fenfe  of  my 
grwa  deficiency,  and  diffidence  of  my  own  ability  to 
dire^  myfelf,  or  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  of  my 
mb,  I  have  with  humility  and  fmcaity  implored  tbie 
ffcret  diredUon  and  guidance  of  the  Divine  wifdom 
and  providence :  And  I  dare  therein  appeal  to  the  vi^ 
gUaiit  and  ftri£t  obfervation  of  any  man's  experience, 
whether  he  hath  not  found  the  fame  experience,  in  re- 
Jation  to  himfelf,  and  his  own  actions  and  fucceffes,  and 
nHbtether  thole  counfels  and  purpofes  which  have  been 
taken  up  after  an  humble  invocation  of  the  Divine  di^ 
re£Hon  have  not  been  always  moil:  fucceisful  in  the 
ead. 

n.  And  thus  Hunulity  is  of  admirable  ufe,  in  rela» 
$km  to  the  glorious  God  and  the  effluxes®  of  his  bleffing 
^nd  direction :  fo  it  is  of  fmgular  advantage,  in  rela^ 
tioQ  fo  the  humble  man  himfelf^  as  may  appear  in  thefe 
cnfuing  confi  derations. 

1.  Humility  keeps  the  foul  in  great  evennejs  and 
tranqtiillity :  The  truth  is,  that  the  ftorms  and  tempefts 
tod  diforders  of  the  foul  do  not  fo  much  (if  at  all)  arife 
from  the  things  without  us,  as  from  the  paffions  and 
iiftempers  of  the  foul  itfelf,  efpecially  that  of  pride  and 
haughtinefs,  wliich,  as  the  wife  man  says  ^^  is  the  mother 
cf  contention,  and  that  within  the  very  foul  itfelf,  as 
Wthout;  it  is  that  vh-ch  blows  up  the  paffions  of 
a»ger,  and  revenge,  and  envy  and  hatred^  and  impa^ 

*  Fid,  Antonin.  lib.  y.  sect  45.  Haitd  minus  vis  InUlledtixnliqut 
^rcHfufHsa  est,  4r  oimii  qui  tvah*:rt  potest  se  inmerit^  (jHom  contfHmtis 
iic4u^  Qm»i  spif'Hr^  volenti,        '^  communications.       ^  Pov.  xtii.  10» 

tience. 
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dence,  and  ambition,  and  vain-glory ;  anci  frdm  hefiei 
it  is,  that  die  pai&ons  do  rage,  and  fwelt,  and  roll  ofoti 
upon  another,  like  the  fea  troubled  with  a  {EorA: 
What  is  it,  that  upon  any  difgrace,  or  difrepute,  or'a& 
front,  put  upon  a  man,  makes  him  vex  himfelf,  ev^i  to 
death,  that  he  hath  not  leifure  fcarce  for  one  quiet  or 
compofed  thought?  What  is  h  that  makes  him  jealdue 
of  another  man's  advancement ;  that  makes  him  hate 
and  envy  another  that  hath  attained  greater  dignity 
than  himfelf ;  that  makes  his  thoughts  and  endeavours 
reftlefs,  till  he  get  to  be  greater  or  richer  than  others  jf 
and  yet  when  he  hath  attained,  not  refting  in  it,  but  ftill 
afpiring  higher,  that  fills  him  with  fears,  and  tortur- 
ing cares,  left  he  fhould  either  mifs  what  he  aims  at^ 
or  lofe  what  he  hath  attained  ;  that  fills  him  with  r^* 
venge  againfl  all  thofe  that  oppofe  him,  or  (land  in  his 
way,  with  impatience  under  any  crofs  or  difappoint-^ 
ment,  many  times  almoft  to  the  extremity  of  madnefe 
and  frenzy;  that  makes  him  unquiet  and  difcon* 
tented  with  his  prefent  condition,  and  raifeth  a  thou^^ 
land  fuch  diforders  and  difcompofiu-es  in  the  minds  of 
men  ?  All  thefe  are  moft  plainly  refolvable  into  this 
curfed  diftemper  of  pride  and  haughtinefs  of  mind,  as 
might  mofl  evidently  be  made  out  to  any  that  will  but 
trace  back  thefe  diforders  unto  their  root  and  original ; 
and  certainly,  therefore,  the  flate  of  fuch  a  man's  mind 
n\uft  needs  be  marvellous,  diforderly  and  unhappy.    ■ 

But  Humility  cures  this  difeafe,  this  fever  of.  the 
miftd ;  keeps  the  paflions  cool  and  calm,  and  quiet, 
and  low,  keeps  them  under  hourly  difcipline,  and 
throws  cold  water  upon  them.  Have  I  received  an  af- 
front, a  difgrace  with  great  men,  contempt  from  my 
^ual  or  inferior,  reproach  and  fcandal,  difappointment 
in  my  expeftation  of  fome  external  advantage  ?  Am  I 
like  to  be  turned  out  of  office,  to  be  made  poor,  or  the 
like  ?  I  have  two  confiderations,  that  keep  me  fUU  lA 
an  equal  temper,  and  that  filence  all  thofe  paffions 
which  prefently  in  a  proud  man  would  be  all  on  fir^ 
and  in  a  hurly  burly.     1 .  *  I  know  that  thofe  things 

*  come 
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*  come  not  without  the  divine  commiffion,  or  at  leaft 
'  permiifion ;  and  fhall  I  not  quietly  fubmit  to  the  will 

*  of  my  great  Sovereign  Lord,  to  whom  I  owe  myfelf, 

*  and  whofe  will  I  pray  daily  may  be  done  ?*  It  was 
a^  admirable  inftance  of  this  humility  in  David,  when^. 
to  add  to  his  prefent  fad  condition,  Shimei  curfed  him 
fo  bitterly,  and  although  he  had  power  and  opportimity 
left  him  to  revenge  it,  yet  he  forebade  it,  for  it  may  be 
the  Lord  had  bid  Shimei  to  curie  David  ^  Again,  2. 
^  What  am  I,  that  I  muft  not  be  croffed,  or  reproached, 

*  or  contemned,  or  difappointed  ?  Alas,  a  poor  weak, 

*  iinful  man,  I  cannot  be  made  lower  in  the  efteem  of 

*  the  world,  than  I  am  in  my  own.     If  the  world  re- 

*  proach  me,  fpoil  me  of  what  I  have :  If  I  am  poor  or 

*  fcomed,  it  is  but  what  I  deferve,  and  lefs  than  I  de- 

*  ferve  for  my  fins  at  the  hand  of  God :  Though  per- 

*  chance  I  am  flandered,  or  falfely  accufed  by  them,  yet 

*  I  know  ill  enough  of  myfelf  to  make  me  bear  patiently 

*  e\^en  a  falfe  accufation ;  and  they  cannot  make  me 

*  more  low  and  vile,  in  the  efteem  of  others,  than  I  am 

*  in  my  own/  And  thus  humility  breaks  and  quenches 
the  paffions,  and  keeps  the  mind  fedate  and  undifturbed 
imder  all  external  occurrences.  But  to  defcend  to  par- 
ticulars more  diftinctly. 

2.  Humility  gives  conUntation  in  any  condition  orjia^- 
iion.  And  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  an  humble  mind  is 
never  above  that  ftation  or  condition  of  life  that  thje 
Divine  Providence  orders,  but  rather  under  or  below 
It,  or  at  the  raoft  holds  pace  with  it.  When  the  mind 
runs  beyond  the  condition  of  a  man,  it  is  like  a  fpend- 
thrift,  that  lives  beyond  his  eftate ;  and  therefore  be- 
comes neceffarily  poor,  and  never  enjoys  what  he  hath, 
becaufe  it  bufies  itfelf  evermore  in  an  anxious  purfuit 
of  what  it  hath  not :  And  that  mind,  that  in  relation  to 
the  things  of  the  world,  runs  beyond  its  ftation,  can 
never  be  contented  nor  quiet ;  and  though  he  attain 
this  vear  what  he  anxioufly  purfued  the  laft  year,  yet 
ftill  nis  mind  will  be  nmning  farther  ftill,  and  keep  be- 

*  2  Sam.  vi.  10. 

fore 
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fore  his  acqucfts,  as  the  fore- wheel  of  the  coach  xffll 
ftill  run  before  the  binder  wheel.  But  an  humble  man 
is  ever  contented  with  what  the  Divine  Providence,  and 
honeft  induftry  allots  him,  and  enjoys  it  comfbrtstbly^ 
and  thankfully,  and  can  fit  down  with  a  narrow  for- 
tune, with  this  contenting  contemplation,  ^  That  which 

*  I  have  is  given  by  the  bountiful  God,  of  liberali^, 
^  not  of  debt ;  if  I  had  lefs,  it  were  more  than  I  could 

*  deferve :  for  I  can  with  Jacob  fay,  Out  of  the  fenfe  of 
^  my  own  unworthinefs,  I  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all 
^  his  mercies.     Blefled  therefore  be  his  name/ 

S.  Humility  gives  always  patience  under  all  adverfitjf 
of  what  kind  foever  it  be ;  and  this  is  always  an  eflFe^ 
and  companion  of  true  Humility  upon  thefe  ^uing  con- 
fiderations.  1 .  The  greatefi:  caufe  of  impatience  is  not 
ib  much  from  the  prelTure  and  force  or  any  external 
crofs  or  calamity,  as  from  the  great  difturbance  and  re- 
hidance  of  the  mind  of  him  that  fuffers  it ;  and  this  is 
it  that  raifeth  up  the  waves  and  billows  within :  the 
crofs  or  calamity  it  may  be  is  rough,  and  beyond  the 
power  of  him  that  fuffers  it  to  extricate  or  control ; 
and  on  the  other  fide,  when  it  meets  with  a  mind  a$ 
tumultuous  and  contumacious  as  the  calamity  or  ctc&^ 
it  raifeth  a  ftorm,  as  when  the  wind  and  tide  are  con- 
trary, or  like  the  ftate  of  Paul's  voyage  in  the  Adri- 
atic Sea,  where  two  feas  meet  i,  which  oftentimes  en- 
dangers the  vefTeh  He  that  violently  and  impetuoufly 
contends  againfl  a  calamity,  is  like  one  bound  with  a 
yoke  or  bond,  his  ftruggUng  like  a  T.ild  bull  in  a  net, 
galls  him  more  than  the  yoke  itfelf  otherwife  would  do ; 
and  a  proud  and  haughty  fpirit,  commonly  mifcalled 
courage,  contributes  more  to  his  own  uneafinefs  thian 
his  crofs  doth :  But  an  humble,  lowly  mind,  is  natu- 
turally  more  able  to  bear  his  crofs  with  more  patience^ 
becaufe  it  is  evident  that  the  foftnefs,  humility,  and 
quietnefs,  and  calmnefs  of  his  mind,  breaks  the  rorcef  of 
the  calamity,  and  renders  it  more  eafy  by  fubmifSonttf 
it.     2.  Again,  every  truly  humble  man  looks  upon 
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theworft  condition  that  he  is  under,  to  be  lefe  than  he 
.'deferves.  As  long  as  a  man  lives  in  the  world,  there 
li^jio  condition  fo  troublefome,  and  painful,  and  uneafy, 
-but  it  'may  be  worfe ;  and  an  humble  man  always  thinks 
.that  that  condition  or  circumftance  of  his  lire,  which 
may  be  worfe,  is  not  the  worft  that  he  deferves.  It 
"may  be  I  am  poor,  but  yet  I  am  well  efteemed,  I  de- 
ferve  both  poverty  and  difefteem ;  it  may  be  I  am  poor, 
and  under  a  cloud  alfo  of  ignominy  and  reproach,  yet  I 
have  my  health  of  body,  and  compofednefs  and  fteadi- 
nefs  of  mind,  and  this  is  more  than  I  deferve  j  it  may 
"  be  I  am,  with  Joiy  under  a  confluence,  and  complica- 
tion of  calamities,  lofs  of  eftate,  of  children  and  rela- 
tions, cenfured  by  my  very  friends  as  an  hypocrite,  and 
,  one  imder  the  difpleafure  of  Almighty  God,  my  body 
macerated  with  difeafes ;  yet  I  have  life,  and  where 
there  is  life  there  is  hope :  '  Wherefore  doth  the  living 
^  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punifliment  of  his  fins  ^r' 
The  living  man  hath  no  caufe  to  complain,  becaufe 
although  he  fuflfer  the  lofs  of  all  other  things,  yet  his  own 
life  is  Ipared  and  given  him  for  a  prey.  The  humble 
man  is  patient  therefore  under  his  fuflferings  of  any  kind, 
becaufe  he  carries  with  him  the  due  fenfe  of  his  own 
unworthinefs  and  demerit,  and  upon  a  judicious  account 
looks  upon  his  meaneft,  loweft,  worft  condition,  as 
better  than  he  deferves  at  the  hand  of  God.  3.  The 
humble  man  is  patient  under  all  conditions,  becaufe  he 
always  bears  a  mind  entirely  fubjeft  and  fubmitting  to 
the  will  of  the  great  Sovereign  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  whom  he  knows  to  be  the  Sovereign  Lord  of 
all  his  creatures ;  to  be  the  great  difpenfer  or  permit- 
ter  and  reftor  of  all  the  events  in  the  world  ;  to  be  the 
moft  wife,  juft,  and  gracious  God ;  and  therefore  he 
doth  not  only  fubmit  to  his  will,  as  an  aft  of  neceffity 
which  he  cannot  controul,  or  as  an  ad  of  duty  in  obe-* 
dience  to  his  Sovereign,  but  as  an  a£t  of  choice  and 
prudence,  becaufe  the  will  of  his  Maker  is  wafer  than 
his  own,  and  more  eligible  than  his  own ;  and  there- 
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jFore  he  makes  the  will  of  his  Maker  his  own  choice, 
and  upon  the  account  of  true  judgment  concludes  tteft 
whatfoever  the  mod  powerful  and  hrefiftible,  dieiflfe 
wife  and  prudent,  the  moft  juft  and  merciful  will  df 
God  appoints  for  him,  is  not  only  fit  for  him  to  fubmit 
unto,  but  alfo  to  choofe,  and  as  well  cheerfully. and 
"thankfully,  as  patiently  and  quietly  to  follow  and  eleft ; 
and  therefore  fince  he  well  knows  that  all  the  fuccefies 
of  his  life  are  under  the  regiment,  government,  'and 
providence  of  the  moft  glorious,  fovereign,  wife,  and 
merciful  God,  even  thofe  that  feem  in  themfelves  moft 
troublefbme,  uneafy,  and  grievous,  he  patiently  and 
cheerfully  comports  with  the  Divine  Will  in  the  toler* 
'ation  of  them,  and  waits  upcm  his  all-fufEciency  and 
goodnefs  in  his  due  time,  either  to  remove  them^  or  ' 
to  fupport  him  under  them. 

4.  Humility  gives  great  moderation  and  fobriety  ^md 
vigilancy  in  the  fulleft  enjoyments  of  temporal  felicity 
of  any  kind  whatfoever.  There  is  a  ftrange  witchcraft: 
m  frofperity  to  rob  a  man  of  innocence:  How  many 
in  the  world  have  I  in  my  time  feen,  that  under  the 
greateft  preflTures  of  erodes  and  calamities,  of  poverty 
and  reproach,  have  kept  their  confciences  feir  and 
clean,  their  innocence,  integrity,  piety  and  goodnels 
within  them,  and  about  them,  that  yet  by  the  warm 
beams  and  funfliine  of  external  profperity  have  caft  oflf 
their  innocence,  as  the  traveller  did  his  cloak  in  the 
fable,  made  fhipwreck  of  their  confciences,  and  became 
.as  great  oppreflbrs,  as  diforderly  and  debauched  livers, 
as  proud  and  infolent,  and  perfedl  worldlings,  as  if  they 
had  never  heard  of  a  heaven  or  hell,  of  a  God  or  Re- 
deemer, or  of  a  judgment  to  come  ?  True  humility  is  a 
great  guard  upon  the  foul  of  a  man  againft  thefe 
rocks  and  hazards.  An  humble  man  looks  upon 
all  his  plenty  and  profperity,  not  as  his  own,  or 
the  reward  of  his  defert,  but  as  the  depojitum  ^  of 
the  great  mafter  of  the  femily  of  heaven  and  earth, 
talents  entrufted  to  him  as  a  fteward,  and  an  ac- 
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CMipmm  to^m^oy  f6f  tils  ittafter^^  ufe,  fervice,  ziki 
hWQ^f^  Hdt  £^  hk  owA  grandeur  or  pleafure;  he 
OMfidel^  $e  ftldre  be  hath^  the  greater  k  his  accen^^ 
and  the  greater  his  charge,  and  in  it  finds  1M>  matter  to 
n&^sin^e  hi&  th^iighl  concer^g  hhhfetf^  or  to  make 
bka  ^roudy  but  to  itiak^  hhi^  the  more  (Refill  ho"^  he 
^tapiibifs  it.     i^d  hk  his^ihtf  is  not  dfaniniflied  by  hia 
j^imtfj'  but  father  iilc^iesifed  ^  and  thi^  keepe  hkn  fober 
miAmodiem^  ^  the  life  of  what  ike  hath ;  for  he  \66hi 
ixpcm.  ^  ke  hath,a$>  tiicM^e  of  hie  6^^y  hiaSi  hi^  ofiaflers,  t6 
Wh^iiiihe  i&aGcount^t>lle ;  iM  as  it  makes  hhft  fober  airtai 
fiiodeyatie  i^i^  the  ufe  of  what  he  hath,  fo  ii  makes  hhiD 
flo^mis  to  employ  it  (o  the  honour  of  his  mafter,  antf 
^hlul  ia  that  employment.     Agaki,  as  he  looks  UpoDf 
thef  ^1^^  of  this^  \^rkl,  as  depofited  hi  his  haiids  foi^ 
fli^  actount  of  his  Lord,  fo  he  looks  upon  them  asdsinw 
g^^Wd-terftptaticriftstod'^cdvei  hiin- of  his  innocence  amd? 
krtegrity ;  and  both  diefe  make  him  ever  more  flridfly* 
t^'ailf  over  himielf,- left  the  prefent  gaynefs  smd  glory, 
a^  opportunities  of  profperity  get  ground  upon  hisr 
mindv  Cj»  his  virtufe,  efpeeially  upon  his  Humility :  Fot 
Worldly  grandeur  fecretly  fteals  away  that  virtue,  or  im-' 
paiiss  it,  fooiier  thaii'  any  ot^er.     Pride  is  a  kind  of 
§ai/iti»My  or  rather  a  devil,  that  ordinarily  haunts  and^ 
wjuts  upon  worldly  greattiefs  and  profperity;  andthere- 
fQ»&  he  k^s  a  ftria  guard  over  hi^  heart,  and  watqhes^ 
Httntowly  the  firft  blooming  or  bloflbming  of  worldly- 
flMndediiefe,    felf-dependance,  tnifting  in    uncertain' 
aches,  making  them  his  hope  or  Ms  confidence,  but 
ei]piedally  upon  fwellihgs  of  vain-glory,  pride,  felf-ap-- 
pbrnfiB,  and  thofe  other  vermin  that  commonly  breed  in- 
die fouU  by  the  warm  influences  of  profperity  j  and  he 
ncsrerfuflfers  thefe  unclean  birds  to  rooft  or  reft  in  his" 
femli  checkaand  reje^s  the  very  firft  notions  of  them^ 
andcruftles  thefe  viperous  eggs  in  the  very  firft  appear-* 
auce:  And  to  prevent  the  very  firft  opportunities  of 
tfaeir  produifcion,  he  watcheth  himfelf  upon  all  occafi-- 
onsr^;  feriou^y  reSeds  upon  the  danger  he  ij^  ia;  care«' 
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fully  tries  every  emergent  thought,  Avord,  and  a^iofif 
whether  it  hath  any  fecret  tindure  of  pride  or  vanity ; 
and  if  he  find  th^  lead  riiing  of  them^  he  fuppreffeth^Md 
ftifles  them. 

,  5.  Humility  is  an  excellent  remedy  againft  the  paf- 
fion.of  fear,  even  of  the  word  of  evils,  death  idelf^  and 
pauch  more  againft  the  fear  of  reproaches,  lofles,  and 
all  external  calamities  whatfoeyer  ;  gives  patience  un- 
der an  incumbent  evil,  doth  naturally,  and  by  a  kind  of 
peceffary  confequence,  arm  a  man  againft  the  fear  of  an 
knminent  or  impendent  evil ;  and  upon  the  very  fame 
groUnds  and  reafons,  and  therefore  they  need  not  be 
again  repeated.  Commonly  furprife  and  unexpefted- 
\  nefs  of  any  evil,  renders  the  fear  more  terrible  ;  becaufe 

**  it  takes  a  man  upon  the  fudden,  and  before  he  can  com- 

pofe  himfelf,  or  rally  thofe  fuccours  of  hope  and  reafon 
to  fupport  him  againft  it ;  it  is  like  a  fudden  difeafe, 
that  furprifeth  the  body  that  laboureth  under  ill  hu- 
mours, before  it  can  allay  or  moderate  them  by  prepa- 
rative helps  or  cathartics,  whereby  a  fudden  combuftion 
arifeth  j  .and  many  times  rfiore  danger  arifeth  from  the 
difcompofure  of  the  humours,  than  from  the  malignity 
of  the  difeafe  itfelf.  But  humility  keeps  the  mind  in  a 
fober  well  prepared  temper ;  keeps  the  paflions  under 
difcipline,  and  is  always  in  a  readinefs  to  receive  the 
fhock  of  a  danger  or  evil,  imminent  or  impendent, 
without  any  great  diforder  or  aftoniftiment :  An  hum- 
Ijle  man  hath  no  fuch  great  value  for  himfelf,  as  to  think 
he  is  to  be  exempt  from  calamities ;  and  therefore  is 
not  much  ftartled  at  the  apprpaching  of  them :  He 
reckons  he  hath  portion  enough  in  this  world,  if  he  can 
keep  his  innocence,  the  peace  of  his  confcience,  and 
quietnefs  within  i  as  for  matters  of  the  world,  as  he 
makes  not  their  enjoyment  the  objed  of  his  hope,  fo  he 
makes  not  their  Ipfs  any  great  motive  of  his  fear ;  God's 
will  be  done,  is  the  language  of  his  foul  in  relation  to 
them.  Is  he  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  his  eftate,  of 
his  friends  and  relations,  of  his  honour  and  efteem,  and 
hath  he  the  news  of  his  death,  either  from  without  by 
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Tiolences  or  perfecution,  or  frdm  within  by  the  iote^ 
iinners  of  it,  licknefs  or  old  age?  yet  he  is  by  nd 
neans  tormented  with  fear  by  thde  meffengers. 

1 .  The  evennefs  of  his  own  mind  fumifheth  him 
jfith  the  opportunity  and  ufe  of  his  reafon  to  check  his 
'ear,  as  a  vain,  fooUfli,  and  unferviceable  paffion,  that 
nay  torment  him,  and  by  prefent  anticipation  make  his 
3r^nt  condition  worfe,  and  more  troublefome,  but  not 
:ure  the  danger. 

2.  The  fenfe  of  his  fubordination  to  the  Divine  Power 
md  pleafure,  quiets  his  mind  with  this  thought :  '  My 

•  Msdker  wants  not  power  to  refcue  me  from  the  danger, 

•  if  he  pleafe ;  but  if  he  be  not  pleafed,  it  is  my  wifdom 

•  and  my  duty  to  fubmit  to  his  good  pleafure ;  it  is  the 
•Lord  that  doth  inflift  or  permit  his  will  be  done.' 

S.  Upon  the  approach  of  fuch  dangers  or  evils  he 
retires  into  himfelf ;  '  What  am  I,  that  I  (hould  think  to 
^  be  exempt  from  thefe  imminent  evils  ?  What  title 
^  have  I  to  any  the  leaft  good  I  enjoy  ?  Is  it  not  the 
^  meer  bounty  of  my  Maker  ?  If  the  dangers  I  forefee 
'  leave  me  any  thing,  if  they  leave  me  life,  they  leave 
^  me  more  than  I  deferve ;  if  they  be  fuch  as  menace 
^  the  lofs  of  that  alfo,  yet  they  cannot  take  away  my 

•  innocence,  my  integrity,  my  peace  with  God  and  with 

•  myfelf ;  and  it  is  an  admirable  bounty  that  the  God 

•  of  heaven  hath  preferved  that  to  me,  and  accepts  this 

•  little  poor  fmall  good  that  he  finds,  or  rather  makes 
^  in  me,  fo  as  to  reward  it  with  his  favour  and  accepta- 
'  tion,  and  peace  with  him.' 

*  Good  God !  when  I  look  upon  that  which  I  call  my 
^  innocence,  what  a  fpotted  piece  is  it,  that  I  am  even 

•  afliamed  to  call  it  innocence  ?  when  I  look  upon  my 
'  integrity,  what  a  deal  of  fecret  hypocrify  hangs  about 
'  it,  that  it  deferves  not  the  name  of  integrity,  and  yet 

that  lit^^le  ftnall  particle  of  what  I  call  innocence  and 
integrity,  which  is  truly  fuch,  it  is  his  gift  to  me  that  is 
pleafed  to  own  and  reward  it  as  mine  with  peace  and 
favourable  acceptance  ;  and  as  long  as  he  is  pleafed 
thus  to  continue  to  me  what  indeed  is  his,  suid  thus  to 
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*  accept  It  as  if  ft  were  my  own,  vvhat  reafon  have  ,1  ft> 
f  fear  thje  lofe  of  all  things  elfe,  even^  lif(?  itfeUi  finc«l 

*  ftill  I  enjoy  much  more  th^n  I  defenre,  and  which  ik> 
^  xnan  or  devil,  no  calainity  or  danger,  no  not  d^th  it- 
f  felf  can  deprive  me  of?  and  thus  far  of  the  advaiv^ 
^  tages  of  Humility  in  relation  to  a  m^'s  felf/ 

III.  The  advantage  of  Humility  in  relation  tp  efker^  ib 
f)f  two  kinds :  1 .  The  adyaiitage  the  humble  man  doth 
to  others :  2.  The  advantage  which  the  humb)ii$  m^n 
receives  from  others  upon  the  accpunt  of  his  hupiiUty. 

1 .  As  to  the  former  of  thefe,  we  may  eafily  judg^ 
what  good  an  humble  man  brings  to  mankind,  by  con-* 
iidering  the  evil  that  pride  or  a  proiid  man  bringeth 
thereunto.  If  a  man  duly  confiders  moft  of  the  mif  * 
chiefs  that  happen  to  mankind,  and  follow  them  to 
their  original,  he  fhall  find,  that  the  mod  of  thejn  owe 
their  original  to  this  root.  Let  a  man  but  look  abrp^ 
in  the  world,  he  fhall  find  a  fort  of  evil  fpirits  or  furi^ 
in  if,  that  fill  it  with  infinite  diforders  and  mifery  \  fpi? 
inftance,  atheifm,  hatred,  ilrife,  contention,  ware,  dif- 
paraging  powers,  herefies,  envy,  ambition,  fedition,  op- 
preifion,  perfecution,  detradion,  flandering,  cruelty, 
contempt,  uncharitablenefs,  cenforioufnefs,  £^nd  ^  thou- 
fand  more  fuch  devilifli  furies,  that  fill  the  world  wi(h 
blood,  and  confufion,  and  diforder.  And  now  let  ua 
but  trace  thofe,  or  any  of  thoje,  to  their  original,  we 
fliall  find  that  for  the  moft  part  pride  is  that  J^andora^s 
bco?,  out  of  which  they  fpring  and  iffue.  Let  us  tid^e 
an  eftimate  of  fome  of  them :  Atheijm^  that  cuts  in  fon- 
der all  the  bonds  of  religion,  government,  and  fqqiety, 
whence  comes  it  ?  but  by  the  pride  of  mens'  hearts, 
that  cannot  endure  to  have  a  Sovereign  Lord  aboye 
them,  but  that  they  may  be  felf-dependent ;  op  the 
pride  of  mens'  wits  that  out  of  fcom  of  any  thing  th^y 
think  vulgar,  and  to  magnify  themfelves,  dare  att^jQS 
the  moft  fovereign  truth  in  the  world,  the  bejng  or  pro- 
vidence of  God.  So  for  contention^  firifey  dijobediene^ 
to  parents,  rebellion  againft  governors,  they  all.  fpring 
moft  ordinarily  from  the  fame  root  of  pride :  ^  By  pride 
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*  cometb  contention  k*  Men  th^tt  cannot  endure  to  be 
controuled,  either  by  laws  or  governors,  by  parents  or 
fuperiors,  but  think  their  own  will  and  lufts  muft  b^ 
the  uncontroulable  rule  of  all  their  aftions.  So  again 
for  wars^  there  is  rarely  any  war  between  princes  or 
ftates,  but  either  of  both  fides,  or  at  lead  of  one  fide, 
pride  and  defire  of  domination  is  the  true  root  an4 
caufe  of  it,  though  it  be  gilded  over  oftentimes  with 
other  pretences ;  again,  for  the  mo(l  part,  the  dijfutes 
among  perfons  of  learning,  or  preteiuiing  to  it,  arife 
from  the  luft  of  pride  contending  for  a  foyereignty  in 
wit,  or  learning,  impatient  of  contradiftion,  eager  an4 
implacable,  contefting  for  reputation,  vifl:ory,  and  the 
maintaining  of  what  they  have  once  afTerted,  and  fcom- 
jng  the  leaft  retraction  2.  So  that  many  times,  upon 
petty,  inconfiderable,  unufeful,  inevident  ^  trifles,  men 
are  as  hotly  engaged,  as  if  heaven  were  at  flake  uppn 
it.  And  from  hence  many  times  come  herefies  \  when 
men  pretending  to  greatnefs  of  wit  and  learning,  but  in 
truth  of  haughty  and  ungovernable  fpirits,  either  upon 
the  fcore  of  vain-glory  and  reputation,  or  upon  fome 
conceived  affront  or  negleft  from  the  orthodox,  fet  up 
for  themfelves,  draws  parties  to  them,  and  begin  a 
fcheme  of  religion  of  their  own  devifmg,  Fi'om  the 
fame  root  comes  envy^  ambition^  deirailion  from  others, 
becaufe  they  think  all  preferment  due  to  their  own 
worth,  and  that  any  good  that  happens  to  others,  is  a 
kind  of  derogation  from  themfelves ;  afpiring  thoughts, 
and  parties  endeavouring  to  crufh  and  ruin  all  that 
ftand  in  their  way  to  that  mark  of  grandeur  that  they 
aim  at.  And  the  like  inftances  might  be  given  almofl 
of  all  thofe  turbulent  lulls  and  pafiions  amongfl  men 
that  break  out  to  the  common  difturbance  of  mankind 
and  all  human  focieties. 

And  therefore  certainly,  whatever  virtue,  or  tem- 
per, or  habit  (or  whatfoever  elfe  we  fhall  call  it)  there 
is  that  cures  this  mad,  and  unruly,  and  exorbitant 
luft  of  pride  araongft  men,  muft  needs  be  one  of  the 

*  Prov.  xiii.  10.         '^  retractation.        *  doubtful. 
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mod  benevolent,  ard  ufefiil,  and  advantageous  things 
to  mankind  and  human  fociety ;  and  this  is  that  ex- 
cellent virtue  of  Humility  and  lowlinefs  of  mind. 

If  this  virtue  did  obtain  among  all  men,  it  were  not 
poffible  that  thofe  bluftering  ftorms,  that  difquiet  and 
diforder  mankind,  would  be  found  in  the  world  ;  but 
inftead  thereof  peace  and  love,  mutual  offices  of  kind- 
nefs  and  charity,  fweetnefs  of  converfation,  every  one 
giving  preference  to  another,  rather  than  invading  him, 
his  reputation  or  intereft,  beneficent  to  all. 

But  it  is  true,  that  there  is  Iktle  hope  that  all  man- 
kind will  arrive  to  fuch  a  temper  ;  and  this  indeed  is 
that  which  makes  the  only  confiderable  objedtion 
againft  it,  which  may  be  thus  improved : 

*  You  commend  Humility,  as  the  great  and  fove- 
reign  antidote  againft  pride,  the  common  difturber 
of  mankind  ;  and  certainly,  what  you  fay  is  demon- 
ftratively  true,  if  all  the  world  could  be  perfuaded  to 
it ;  but  this  never  was,  nor  never  can  be  expefted  5 
as  there  are  wolves  and  lions,  and  bears,  and  foxes 
among  brutes,  as  well  as  fheep  and  other  innocent 
brutes  ;  and  as  there  are  kites,  vultures,  and  hawk$ 
among  birds,  as  well  as  doves,  and  other  innocent 
birds  ;  fo  among  men  there  [ever  have  been]  and 
ever  will  be  men  of  pride  and  haughtinefs,  of  am- 
bition and  vain-glory,  of  favage,  and  cruel,  and  domi- 
neering fpirits  :  and  therefore  unlefs  all  could  be  per- 
fuaded to  be  meek  and  humble,  it  were  as  good  and 
better  that  none  fhould  be  fuch  upon  thefe  two  ac- 
counts :  viz.  Firft,  That  as  long  as  the  moft  of  man- 
kind are  guilty  of  this  paflion  of  pride,  nay,  as  if  it 
were  but  an  equal,  nay,  a  lefs  number  in  proportion 
to  thofe  that  are  humble  and  meek,  the  world  would 
ftill  be  as  tumultuous  as  ever.  A  violent  wind  com- 
ing out  of  one  coaft,  would  make  the  fea  as  trouble- 
fome  as  if  it  came  out  of  many.  Again,  fecondly, 
Thofe  that  were  meek  and  humble  would  be  ex- 
pofed  as  a  common  prey  to  all  the  reft,  and  their 
condition  would  be  fo  much  the  worfe  in  the  world,  ^ 

*by 
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•^  by  their  humiKty  and  meeknefs.  '  Their  cafe  in  die 
^  world  would  be  like  a  fair  gamefter  that  plays  feirly^ 
^  meeting  with  a  foul  or  a  cheating  gamefter,  he  were 

*  fure  to  go  by  the  lofs.     Therefore  fince  pride,  the 

*  mother  of  violence,  will  be  ufed  in  the  world  by  fome, 

*  and  it  may  be  the  greateft  part  of  mankind,  it  is  bet- 
^  ter  to  be  of  the  fame  make,  to  deal  with  them  at 

*  their  own  weapon,  to  be  as  proud,  and  confequently 

*  as  violent,  as  the  reft  of  mankind,  (for  it  is  a  part  of 

*  the  game  of  the  world)  and  then  a  man  may  have 

*  fomewhat,  otherwife  his  Humility    makes  his  cafe 

*  worfe.'     Veterem  ferendo   injur iam  invitas  novam  \ 

*  Where  the  country  is  full  of  wolves  and  tygers,  it  is 

*  better  to  be  a  wolf  or  a  tyger  as  well  as  they,  than  be 

*  a  Iheep,  and  expofed  to  their  violence/ 

I'anfwer  to  this  objeftion. 

1 .  As  to  the  former  part,  that  though  it  be  true, 
that  it  can  never  be  expefted  that  all  the  world  fhould 
be  pefuaded  to  be  humblfe,  no  more  than  it  can  be  ex- 
pected that  all  fhould  be  perfuaded  to  be  virtuous,  juft, 
or  honeft ;  but  yet  if  there  were  fome,  though  the 
leffer  part  of  mankind,  truly  humble  and  lowly,  it 
would  make  very  much  to  the  abating  of  thofe  evils 
that   arife  by  the    pride  and  haughtinefs   of  men. 

1.  Becaufe  the  more  humble  men  there  are  in  the 
World,  it  neceffarily  follows  there  are  the  fewer  proud 
tnen,  and  confequently  fewer  common  difturbers  of 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  mankind  and  human  fociety. 

2.  When  the  conteft  comes  by  the  proud  man  againft 
the  proud  man ;  indeed  there  is  the  fame  tumult  be- 
tween them,  as  if  there  were  none  humble ;  but  when 
the  conteft  is  by  the  proud  man  againft  the  humble 
man,  the  ftrife  is  quickly  at  an  end.  It  is  a  true  pro- 
verb, *  It  is  the  fecond  blow  makes  the  fray.'  The 
humble  man  gives  way  to  the  wrath  and  infolence  of 
the  proud  man,  and  thereby  ends  the  quarrel ;  for 

*  Yielding  pacifieth  wrath  2/  faith  the  wife  man.  And 

'  By  putting  up  with  an  old  affront,  you  encourage  men  to  offer i^ 
new  one.        ^  Eccles.  x.  4. 

I  have 
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I  hare  very  oftea  obfiarveJ,  that  the  qmetnefis  of  fpirit 
and  humility  oS:  a  man  attacked  by  a  proud  raajt  bath 
fubdued  and  conquered  his  pride  and  animofity  to  a 
wonder,  and  made  him  tame,  that  by  oppoiitioa  would 
have  been  furious  and    implacable.  '  A  feft  tongue 
V  breaketh  the  bone  *.*     Sojtt  wortls  break  the  boncs^ 
and  a  fword  is  fooner  broken  by  a  blow  upoo  a 
cuftrion  or  pillow  that  yieldeth,  than  upon  a  bar  of 
iron  that  refifts.     But  if  it  fhould  fall  .  out,,  that  tibe 
proud  man's  violence  is  not  broken  by  the  g^ntlenefs 
and  facility  of  the  hmnble  man,  whereby  he  fuffer^ia 
his  own  particular  ;  yet  there  be  two  advantages  that 
hereby  happen  to  the  public :  viz,  1 .  That  the  con- 
tention is  foon  at  an  end ;  the  proud  man  hath  got 
the  day,  and  the  parties  are  quiet.     2.  It  gains  a  fe- 
crct  compaflion  from  the  beholders  to  the  injured  bum- 
ble man,  and  a  general  refentment  and  deteftatioa  of 
the  injury  committed  to  the  humble  man  that  receiver 
the  injury  with  fo  much  humility,  and  bears  it  withfo 
much  patience  ;  and  thereby  pride  and  oppreflion  be* 
come  the  common  objefts  of  the  general  deteftation: 
And  the  generality  of  mankind  thereupon  look  upon 
them  as  beafts  of  prey,  with  hatred  and  abhorrence,  and 
endeavour  means  to  fecure  themfelves  againft  it.  3.  A 
third  advantage  is  this,  That  though  oftentimes  hum- 
ble and  good  men  are  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  tb« 
proud,  violent,  and  infolent,  yet  they  are  a  kind  of 
ferment  or  kven  in  the  places  where  they  live,  and  by 
the  fecret  influence  of  their  virtues,  the  commendable- 
nefs  of  their  converfation,  and  the  fecret  intereft  tlwt 
virtue  hath  in  the  foul,  not  only  of  good,  but  even  of 
the  worft  of  men,  it  doth  work  upon  mankind,  affif^' 
lates  them  in  fome  meafure  to  itfelf,  and  makes. other* 
good  and  humble,  by  a  kind  of  fecret  magnetifm  that 
that  virtue  hath  upon  the  minds  of  men ;  and  the  vaoX^ 
fuch  are  in  number  in  the  world,  the  more  effeSiw 
and  operative  their  example  and  influence  will  be  Up^ 
on  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe. 

*   Po\  .  AXV.  15. 
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'2.  As  to  the  fecond,  namely,  the  damage  and  de- 
triment that  the  humble  man  receives  in  the  world, 
upon  the  very  account  of  his  Humility ;  I  anfwer,  firft, 
iat  detriment  is  abundantly  recompenfed  with  the 
juiet  and  tranquillity,  and  evennefs  and  compofednefs 
►f  his  own  mind  :  As  a  man  polfefleth  his  own  foul  by 
patience,  fo  he  doth  by  Humility,  namely,  the  compos 
dnefs,  right  temper,  and  due  ftate  of  his  own  mind, 
irhich  no  proud,  or  violent,  or  impatient  man  doth  or 
an*  But,  fecondly,  it  is  moft  certain,  that  though 
a  humble  man  may  upon  the  very  fcore  of  his  Humi- 
tty  and  medknefs,  receive  a  brufh  in  the  world ;  yet 
t  the  long  run  he  gains  advantage  thereby,  even  in 
his  prefent  life.  When  I  firft  read  the  faying  of  our 
Javiour,  '  Bleffed  are  the  meek,  for  they  fhall  inherit 

the  earth  ^^  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  mere  paradoac,  if 
;ppUed  to  the  comforts  of  this  life;  and  therefore 
bought  it  muft  be  merely,  and  only  intended  of  that 
lew  heaven  and  new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  rigkteouf* 
tefs  ^.  But  upon  deeper  confideration  I  found  it,  in  a 
greater  meafure,  true  alfo  of  the  former.  For,  1 .  It 
$  moft  certain,  that  no  proud  man  is  truly  loved  by 
my  but  himfelf ;  but,  fo  far  as  relates  to  his  pride, 
5very  man  hates  him.  One  proud  man  perfectly  hates 
uiouier,  and  looks  upon  him  as  his  enemy  ;  and  thofe 
very  aftions  of  pride  that  his  own  felf-Iove  make  him 
Sipprove,  or»  at  leaft,  allow  in  himfelf,  he  fcorns,  de- 
tides,  and  abhors  in  another.  And  though  an  humble 
man  hath  a  common  love  to  every  man,  though  proud, 
or  otherwife  vitious,  as  being  one  of  mankind,^  yet  in 
relation  to  his  pride  he  loves  him  not,  nor  approves. 
That  very  confideration  therefore,  that  renders  a  proud 
man  hated,  or  not  loved,  renders  an  humble  man 
loved  or  approved,  yea,  and  by  the  very  proud  man 
himfelf;  for  he  looks  upon  him  as  no  obftacle  or  im- 
pediment to  the  attaining  of  his  ends,  and  one  that  is 
injurious  to  none,  beneficent  to  all,  gentle,  and  one  that 
ilands  not  in  his  way,  giving  all  due  refpeft,  honour, 

]  Matth.  V.        «  2  Pet.  iii.  13. 
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and  deference  fuitable  to  his  place  and  dignity  j  he 
wifheth  all  the  world  were  fuch  as  he,  except  himfelf^ 
and  therefore  he  refpefts  and  tenders  him ;  yea,  and 
we  fhall  by  daily  experience  fee  in  the  world,  that  if 
one  proud  man  injure  or  opprefs  an  humble  man,  it  ^ 
a  thoufand  to  one,  another  * iikes  his  patronage,  dei 
fence,  and  vindication,  and  very  oftentimes  is  a  means 
of  his  proteftion  and  deliverance.     2.  But  farther.  It 
is  a  certain  and  experienced  truth,  that  virtue  and 
goodnefs,  efpecially  that  of  Humility,  hath  a  fecret 
party  and  intereft  even  in  the  worft  of  men ;  and  men  fe* 
cretly  love,  or  at  leaft  approve  it  in  another,  though 
they  praftife  it  not  themfelves ;  for  virtue,  goodndfs, 
and  Humility  hath  a  fecret  congruity  to  the  true  and 
genuine  frame  of  the  human  nature ;  and  though  men's 
lufts  and  paffions  may  in  a  great  meafure  obfcure  the 
confonancy  to  it,  they  can  never  extinguifli  it,  but  the 
mind  and  confcience  will  give  a  fecret  fuffrage  to  it, 
wherever  it  finds  it.    S.  It  is  a  thing  obfervable,  that 
though  the  generality  of  mankind  abound  with  pride, 
intemperance,  injuftice,  and  almoft  all  kinds  of  vitious 
difpofitions,  yea,  though  the  beft  of  men  are  not  with- 
out the  irruptions  of  fome  of  thefe  diftempers,  and 
though  it  muft  needs  be,  that  where  there  is  the 
greateft  number,  there  is  the  greateft  external  force, 
either  to  make  fuch  laws  as  they  pleafe,  or  to  make 
fuch  governors  as  may  be  fuitable  to  their  difpofition  ; 
yet  it  is  rare  and  a  very  prodigy  to  find  any  nation  to 
make  laws  in  favour  of  pride,  ambition,  intemperance, 
luxury,  oppreflion,  violence,  injuftice,  &c.  or  to  choofe 
fuch  magiftrates  or  governors   (where  it  is  in  their 
choice)  as  are  apparently  inclinable  to  thofe  vices ;  but 
in  their  choice  of  laws  they  choofe  fuch  as  may  rather 
fupprefs  thofe  vices,  and  maintain   and  encourage  fo- "' 
briety,   humility,    meeknefs,  beneficence,   as   things 
moft  convenient  to  human  fociety ;  and  in  their  choice 
of  governors,  they  rather  commit  the  truft  erf  them- 
felves, and  their  eltates  and  properties,  to  thofe  hand^ 
that  they  find  fober,  temperate,  humble,  juft,  than 

thoie 
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thofethat  are  loofe,  in  temperate, -proud,  ambitious-^ 
high-Tninded,  infolent,  &c.  which  is  not  only  an  indi- 
cation, but  even  a  demonftration,  that  although  -merits 
paffions  and  iufts  may  tranfport  themfelves  into  tihofip 
vices,  yet  their  judgments  and  principles  are  againf^ 
them :  And  by  this  means  it  comes  commonly  to  pafe* 
that  though  an  humble  or  a  virtuous  man  may  meet 
with  juftles  and  rubs  from  the  proud  and  infolent ;  yet 
at  the  long,  run  he  comes  off  with  advantage,  becauf^ 
he  hath  the  greateft  proteftion  and  countenance  ijot 
only  from  the  great  Sovereign  of  heaven  and  earth,  but 
alfo  of  human  laws  and  governors,  which 'next  under 
God,  is  the  greateft  protedion  that  can  be  imagined  in 
:  -  this  world,  which  very  commonly  makes  good,  even 
I  llld  literam  ^,  the  iaying  of  our  Saviour,  '  The  meek 
I  *  fhall  inherit  the  earth  :*  -  and  the  faying  of  the  wif^ 
'    man,     ^  Before  honour  is  Humility  ^ }'  and   *  Better 

*  it  is  to  be  of  an  humble  fpirit  with  the  lowly,  than  to 

*  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  proud  3/    '  By  Humility  and 

*  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  are  riches,  and  honour,  and  life  4.' 
Thefe  and  the  like  fentences,as  they  proceeded  from  the 
wifeft'  of  mere  men,  fo  they  were  not  fpoken  at  a 
venture,  but  upon  found  deliberation,  judgment,  and 

•  experience,  and  from  the  true  nature  and  circum- 
ftances  of  things. 

And  now  the  true  confideration  and  digeftion  of 
what  hath  been  faid,  as  it  affords  excellent  and  efiedlual 
motives  to  the  following  of  this  virtue  of  Humility,  fo 
they  contain  excellent /W(?^;/ J  to  attain  it ;  becaufe  they 
may  put  men  upon  due  confideration,  and  defcending 
into  themfelves ;  the  want  of  which  is  the  only  or 
principal  caufe  of  pride :  for  fo  piuch  of  pride  as  any 
Uian  hath,  fo  much  of  folly,  inadvertence,  and  inpon- 
(ideratenefs  he  hath;  and  true  Humility  on  theother 
Cdej  is  a  kind  of  neceffary  refult  of  wife  and-deliberate 
and  attentive  confideration,  . 
,  ;Yet  fome  things  I  (hall  add  as  means  naturally  and 

»  litei  ally.      *  Prov.  xviii.   12.      ^  Prov.  xvi,  19.    *  Prov.  xxii.  4. 
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immediately  conducing  to  the  ingeHeratingJ  and  mi4 
proving  this  virtue  in  the  mind  of  men^ 

1 .  Gonfider,  that  whatfoever  good  thou  haft,  which 
may  occafion  elation  of  mind,  is  but  what  thou  hafl 
received  from  the  free  bounty  and  goodnefe  of  tftjr 
Mak^;  What  haft  thou,  which  thou  haft  not  r^ 
ceived  ? 

2;  Confider,  That  the  good  that  thou  haft  io  re- 
ceived, thou  haft  not  received  as  an  abfolute  proprie- 
torj  but  only  as  a  fteward  to  improve  to  the  I^ord'i 
ufe ;  and  the  more  thou  haft  of  any  fuch  good,  the 
greater  is  thy  account ;  whether  it  be  of  wit,  of  wiC 
dom,  of  learning,  of  honour,  of  power,  of  wealth.  If 
thou  art  a  receiver,  a  treafurer,  a  bailiff,  a  fteward 
of  another  man,  and  perchance  upon  that  account  hair 
a  great  treafure  of  wealth  or  money  in  thy  hands, 
thou  haft  indeed  great  occafion  of  care  and  vigilstnce, 
and  fidelity,  and  circumfpeftion,  to  huft)and  well  and 
.  faithfully,  and  to  keep  thy  accounts  fair  and  even ; 
but  no  caufe  to  make  thee  proud.  It  is  indeed  thy 
burden  rather  than  benefit  or  advantage ;  '  to  whom 
*  much  is  given,  of  him  much  fliall  be  required.*  Be 
humble  therefore,  thou  wilt  perform  thy  truft  the 
better ;  for  thou  art  but  an  accomptant,  a  fteward, 
the  depofitee  of  what  thou  haft  received. 

S.  Confider,  What  it  is  thou  prideft  thyfelf  in,  axjd 
examine  well  the  nature  of  the  things  themfehres,  how 
little  and  inconfiderable  they  are,  or,  at  leaft,  how  un- 
certain and  unftable  they  are.  Every  age,  every  com- 
plexion, every  condition  and  circumftance  of  lif^  costih 
monly  afford  to  inconfiderate  fouls  fome  little  temp^- 
tion  to  pride  and  vanity,  which  yet,  if  men  did  weB 
weigh  and  confider,  they  would  appear  to  be  but  little 

Arii .      bubbles,  that  would  quickly  break  and  vaniih. 

^  Thou  haft  fine  gay  cloaths^  and  this  makes  childrat 

and  young  men  and  women  proud,  even  to  admura- 
tion :  But  thou  art  not  half  fo  fine  and  gay  as  the 

*  implanting. 

peacock. 
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^cock,  oftridge,  or  parrot;  nor  Is  Ay  Bravery ^  fo 
much  tWne  -own,  as  theirs  is ;  but  it  is  borrowed  iroxix 
fhe  filk-worm,  the  golden  mines,  the  induftry  of  the 
embroiderer,  weaver,  taylor,  and  it  is  no  part  of  thyfelf. 
And  haft  thou  the  patience  to  fiifFer  thyfelf  to  be 
tfMifed  into  this  childift,  pitiful,  foolifh  pride  ?  * 

Thou  haft,  it  may  be,  wealthy  ftore  of  money;  but 
fiow  much  of  it  is  of  ufe  to  thee  ?  That  which  thou 
fpendeft,  is  gone ;  that  which  thou  keepeft,  is  as  in- 
■fignificant  as  fo  much  dirt  or  day ;  only  thy  c^ 
ttbout  it  makes  thy  Kfe  the  more  uneafy :  befides,  the 
more  thou  haft,  the  more  thou  art  the  mark  of  other 
metfs  rapine,  envy,  and^.fpoil.  It  is  a  thoufand  to  one 
.  jthou  carrieft  not  thy  wealth  to  thy  grave  ;  or  if  thou 
*flo'ft,  thou  canft  not  carry  it  farther,  but  leave  it,  it 
TOiay  be,  to  a  fool  or  a  prodigal.  And  why  art  thou 
•proud  of  that  which  is  of  no  great  ufe  to  thee  while 
thou  haft  it  ?  and  commonly  the  lafter  thou  thinkeft 
to  hold  it,  the  fooner  it  is  loft,  like  him  that  gripes, 
chalice  fand  in  his  fift. 

Thou  haft  honour^  efteem  ;  thou  art  deceived,  thou 
haft  it  not,  he  hath  it  that  gives  it  thee,  and  which  he 
may  detain  from  thee  at  pleafure.  The  refpeft,  and 
honour,  and  efteem  thou  haft,  depends  upon  the  plea- 
fure of  him  that  gives  it.  Again,  how  brittle  and 
Ifeeble  a  thing  is  honour,  efteem  and  reputation  ?  A 
falfe,  calumny  well  and  confidently  broached,  is  able 
many  times  to  give  it  an  irrecoverable  Ihock.  The 
-difpleafure  of  the  prince,  or  a  greater  man  than  thy- 
#ff,  makes  thy  fun  fet  in  a  cloud ;  and  a  popular  jea- 
ISufy,  imputation,  or  mifreprefentation,  in  the  mo- 
ment daftieth  the  applaufe,  glory,  honour,  and  efteem 
thart:  a  man  hath  been  building  up  tw^ity  or  thirty 
years.  And  how  vain  a  thing  is  it  to  be  proud  of  the 
breath,  either  of  a  prince  or  people,  which  is  theirs  to 
recal  every  moment  ?  But  fuppofe  it  were  as  fixed  and 
ftable  a  reputation  and  honour,  as  a  rock  of  marble  or 
adamant,  and  that  it  were  the  beft  kind  of  honour 

^  spiejidor. 
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imaginable,  namely,  the  xefult  of  thy  virtue  and  merit ; 
jet  ftill  it  is  but  a  fliadow,  a  reflexion  of  that  virtue  or 
.worth,  which  if  thou  art  proud  of,  thou  embafeft  and 
degraded  into  vanity  and  oftentation  ;  and  canft  thou 
.thmk  rt  reafonable  to.be  proud  of  the  fliadow,  where 
thou  oughteft  not  to  be  proud  of  that  worth  that 
caufeth  it  ? 

Ag^n^  thou  haft  power,  art  in  great  place  and 
.authority  ;  but  thou  art  miftaken  in  this,  the  power 
thou  hafl  is  not  inherent  in  thyfelf :  One  of  the 
jcaeaneft  of  thofe,  whom  it  may  be  thou  oppreffeft,  is 
.inherently,  as  powerful  as  thee,  and  could,  it  may  be, 
.over-match  thee  in  ftrength,.  wit  or  policy  ;  but  the 
power  thou  haft  is  (next  under  the  difpenfadon  of  the 
Divine  Providence)  from  thofe  men  that,  either  by  their 
promifes,  faith,  or  voluntary  alfiflance,  have  invefted 
thee  with  this  power.  This  power  is  nothing  inherent 
in  thee ;  but  it  depends  upon  the  fidelity  or  alfiftance 
of  others,  which  if  they  either  by  perfidioufnefs  to 
^thee,  or  refiftance  againft  thee,  or  withdrawing  their 
aiSftance  from  thee,  ftiallcall  again  home  to  themfelves, 
thou  art  like  Sampfon  having  loft  his  locks,  '  thy 
*  ftrength  will  go  from  thee,  and  thou  wilt  become 
*.weak,  and  be  like  another  man  ^\  And  how  have 
'  the  hiftories  of  all  ages,  and  our  own  experience, 
fhown  us  by  very  frequent  examples,  men  unex- 
.pededly^  and  upon  many  moments  and  occurrences 
feemingly  moft  fmall  and  inconfiderable,  been  tumbled 
m  a  moment  from  the  moft  eminent  and  high  degree 
of  power  into  a  moft  defpifed  and  defpicable  cML 
dition  ?  Power  hath  very  oftentimes,  like '  Jona^ 
gourd,  been  externally  fair  and  flourifhing,  when 
at  the  fame  time  there  lies  a  worm  at  the  root  of  it 
unfeen,  but  in  a  moment  gnaws  afunder  the  roots 
and  fibres  of  it,  and  it  withers ;  and  for  the  moft. 
part,  the  more  extenfive  and  immenfe  human  power 
grows,  the  fooner  it  falls  to  pieces,  not  only  by 
the  Divine   Providence  checking   and  dejefling  it, 

^  Judg.  xvi.  17. 

but 
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but  by  a  Iciud  of  natural  refult  from  its  own   exor- 
bitance   and    excefs;    for    the    greater    it    is,   the 
more  difRcult  it  is  to  manage  \  it  grows  lop-heavy, 
arid  the  bafib   grows  too   narro^v  and  ^^^eak   for  its 
own    burden.     BcfiJes  it  \^  the   coi-uion  mark  of 
envy     and  difcontent,     which    watcheth    feduloufly 
all    occafions    to    unhorfe  it,     and  oftentimes   pre- 
vails.    When  power  proves  too  grievous  and  over- 
burdenfome,   it  loofeth  the  end  for  which  ^  it  is  con- 
ferred,   and  makes  people  defperate  and    impatient. 
Entia   nolunt    male    gubernari-.     If    it  be   managed 
with  prudence  and  moderation,  it  is  the  greateft  bene- 
fit  to  human   fociety  :  but  it  is  the  burden  of  him 
that  hath  it  if  it  be  managed   tyranically   and  ex- 
orbitantly :    it    fills    the    mafter    full  of  fears,   the 
people   full  of  rage,  and  feldom  proves  long  lived. 
And  what  reafon  hafl  thou  to  be  proud  of  what  is 
moft  certainly  thy  burden,  or  thy  danger,  or  both  ? 
Again,  thou  hTiiiJirength^  or  beauty ^  or  agility  cfbody. 
Indeed  this  thou   haft  more  reafon  to  call  thy  own, 
than  any  of  the  former  :  but  yet  thou  haft  no  caufe  to 
pride  thyfelf  in  it ;   thou  canft  not  hold  it  long  at  beft, 
for   age    will  decay  that  ftrength,  and   wither  that 
beauty,  and  death  will  certainly  put  a  period  to   it ; 
but  yet    probably  this  ftrength  or  beauty  is  not  fo 
long  lived  as  thyfelf,  no  nor  as  thy  youth  ;  a  difeafe, 
it  may  be,  is  this  very  moment  growing  upon  thee, 
that  will  fuddenly  pull  down  thy  ftrength  and   rafe? 
thy  beauty,  and  turn  them  both  into  rottennefs  and 
loathfomenefs :    Nay,    let    any  obferve  it  that  will, 
that   ftrength,  and  that  beauty  that  raifeth  pride  in 
the  heart,  is  of  all  other   fhorteft  lived,  even  upon 
the  account  of  that  very  pride  :  for  the  oilentation 
and  vain-glory  of  ftrength   puts    it    forth  into    def- 
perate and  dangerous  undertakings,    to  the  ruin  of 
ithe   owner ;    and  the  pride  of  beauty    renders   the 
•  Owner  thereof  fond  of  the  praife  of  it,  and   to  ex- 


*  Subjects  are  impatient  of  oppression,      *  destroy. 
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pofe  It  to  the  view  of  others,  whereby  it  becomesi  a 
temptation  to  luft  and  intemperance,  both  to  the 
owner  of  it,  and  others,  and  in  a  little  while  be- 
comes at  once  its  own  ruin  and  fhame. 

But  it  may  be  thou  haft  wit  and  judgment ^  a 
quick  and  ready  underftanding,  and  haft  improved 
them  by  great  ftudy  and  obfervation,  in  great  and 
profound  learning.  This,  I  confeis,  is  much  more 
thy  own,  than  any  of  the  former  endowments  ; 
but  moft  certainly,  if  thou  art  proud  of  any  of  thefei 
thou  art  not  yet  arrived  to  the  higheft  improvement  of 
underftanding,  namely,  wifdom;  folly  and  madnefs  may 
be  confiftent  with  a  witty,  nay,  a  learned,  man,  but  not 
with  a  truly  wife  man.  And  this  thy  pride  of  tH^e.en-» 
dowments  or  acquefts,  ftill  pronounceth ,  and  pro- 
claimeth  thee  a  fool,  for  all  thy  wit,  and  all  thy  .learn- 
ing. For  confider  with  thy felf,  1  •  That  thy  wit  Bjad 
learning  are  but  pitiful  narrow  things,  in  refpeQ:  of  the 
amplitude  of  the  things  that  are  to  be  known.  Maxima 
fars  ecrum  qua  Jcimus^  ejl  minima  pars  eorum  qua 
nefcimus^ .  Take  the  moft  learned  obfervant  philofopher 
that  ever  was  in  the  world,  he  never  yet  was  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  thofe  things  that  are  obvious 
to  ordinary  obfervation,  and  near  to  him  j  never  was 
the  man  yet  in  the  world  that  could  give  an  accurate 
account  of  the  nature  of  a  fly,  or  a  worm  in  its  full 
comprehenfion,  no  not  of  a  fpire  of  grafs ;  much  lefs  of 
himfelf  and  his  nobler  faculties ;  much  lefs  yet  of  thofe 
glorious  bodies  that  every  day  and  night  objeft  ^  them** 
felves  out  to  our  view.  What  a  deal  of  uncertainty, 
inevidence,  and  contradiction  do  we  find  in  the  de-. 
termination  of  the  choiceft  wits  and  men  of  greateft 
learning,  even  in  things  that  are  obvious  and  objected 
in  their  outfide,  to  all  their  fenfes  ?  So  that  the  greateft 
knowledge  that  men  attain  to  in  the  things  of  nature, 
is  little  elfe  but  a  fpecious  piece  pf  ignorance  dreflfed 
up  with  fine  words,  formal  methods,  precarious  fup- 

*  The  greatest  part  of  that  which  we  know  is  the  smallest  part  of  that 
which  we  know  not.  *  ofier. 
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'  pofitJcms,  and  competent  confid^ce.  Confider,  f.  HW 
brittle  and  unliable  a  thing  thy  wits,  thy  parts,  thy 
learning  is.  Though  old  age  m^yretaift  fome  brokeil 
moments  of  thy  wit  and  leamiiig  thou  once  hadit,  yet 
the  floridnefs  and  vigour  of  it  muft  then  decay  and 
gradually  wither,  till  very  old  age  make  thee  a  child 
again,  if  thou  live  to  it :  but  befides  that,  a  fever  or  SI 
palfy  and  an  apoplexy  may  greatly  impair,  if  not  wholly 
deface  and  obliterate  thy  learning,  deprive  thee  of  thy 
memory,  of  thy  wit  and  underftanding :  never  be 
proud  of  fuch  a  privilege  or  endowment,  which  is 
under  the  mercy  of  a  difeafe,  nay  of  a  diftemper  in  thy 
blood,  an  aduft  humour,  an  hypocondriacal  vapour,  ^ 
<afual  fume  of  a  mineral,  or  a  fall,  whether  thou  (halt 
hold  it  or  lofe  it.  S.  But  yet  farther,  mark  it  whilfe 
thou  wilt,  (and  it  may  be  thou  wilt  fooner  perceiv6  it 
in  toother  than  in  thyfelf)  wit  and  learning  in  any  mktt, 
never  in  any  cafe  receives  more  foils,  more  diladvan^ 
tage,  more  blemifhes,  more  impairs  i,  than  by  prid^: 
He  that  is  proud  of  his  own  knowledge,  is  commonly 
at  his  non  ultra  %  and  rarely  acquires  more,  fcoms  in^* 
ftniftion,  and  ftops  the  further  advance  of  his  faculties^ 
knowledge  or  learning,  and  undervalues,  and  therefore 
negkfts,  what  he  might  learn  from  others.  Again, 
pride  cafts  unfeemlinefs,  indecency,  and  many  tnned 
even  a  ridiculoufnefs  upon  the  greateft  parts  and  learn* 
ing :  It  is  like  the  dead  fly  in  the  apothecary's  confec* 
tion,  that  makes  the  whole  unfavory.  How  commoh 
and  rife  is  this  unhappy  cenfure,  that  attends  the  cdih* 
mendation  of  fuch  a  man's  wit  and  learning  j  *  In- 

*  deed  he  is  a  pretty  man,  a  good  fcholar,  of  iiiie 

*  parts,  good  underftanding,  but  he  knows  it  too  well ; 

*  his  pride,  felf-conceitednefs,  oftentation,  vain-glory, 

*  fpoils  it  all,  and  renders  the  man  imder  the  juft  re^ 
^  pute  of  a  fool,  and  ridiculous,  notwithftanding  all 

*  his  clerkfhip^  and  learning.'  But  yet  further,  pride, 
by  a  kind  of  phyfical  and  natural  confequence,  Very 
oftentimes  robs  men  even  of  that  wit  and  learning 

'  injuries,     "  arrived  at  tbe  height  of  his  knoMrledge.      '  scholarship. 
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.-wherein  they  pride  themfelves,  by  carfying  up  Into 

.the  brain  thofe  exalted,  hot,  choleric  humours  anid 

.fumes,  that  break  the  ftaple  and  right  temper  and 

texture  of  the  brain.     More  learned  men  grow  mad 

.and  brain  fick  with  the  pride  of  that  learning  they 

think  they  have  attained,  than  in  the  purfuit  and  ac- 

queft  of  it.     Therefore  beware  of  pride,  of  thy  wit, 

•  learning,  or  knowledge,  if  thou  intend  to  keep  it,  or 

to  keep  the  juft  efteem  or  reputation  of  it.     Ou  the 

.other  fide,  Humility  and  lowlinefs  of  mind  is  the  belt 

temper  to  improve  thy  faculties,  to  add  a  grace  to  thy 

■learning,  and  to  keep  thee  mailer  of  it :  It  cools  and 

qualifies  thy  fpirits,  blood  and  humours,  and  renders 

thee  fit  to  retain  what  thou  haft  attained,  and  to  ac- 

.  quire  more. 

4.  In  all  thy  refleftion  upon  thyfelf,  and  what  thou 
haft,  riiver  compare  thy/elf  with  thoje  that  are  bel$w  thee 
in  what  is  worthy  or  eminent^  but  with  thofe  that  are  above 
thyjelf.  For  inftance,  in  point  of  learning  or  know-' 
ledge,  thy  partiality  and  indulgence  to  thyfelf  will 
.be  apt  to  put  thee  upon  comparing  thyfelf  with  thofe 
that  are  ignorant,  or  not  more  learned  than  thy- 
felf, as  we  fee  ordinarily  ideots  or  fools,  or  men 
of  weak  intelleftuals,  delight  to  converfe  with  thofe 
they  find  or  think  more  foolifli  than  themfelves ;  and 
not  with  thofe  that  are  wifer,  that  they  may  pleafe 
themfelves  with  a  thought  that  they  are  the  wifeft  in 
the  company :  but  compare  thyfelf  with  thofe  that 
are  more  learned  or  wife  than  thyfelf,  and  then  thou 
wilt  fee  matter  to  keep  thee  humble.  If  thou  thinkeft 
thou  art  a  pretty  proficient  in  philofophy,  compare 
thyfelf  with  Ariitotle,  with  Plato^  Averroes,  Themiftiusi 
or  Alexander  Aphrodifaeus,  or  any  great  luminaries 
Jn  philofophy.  If  thou  thinkeft  thou  art  a  pretty  pro- 
ficientin  fchool-learning^compare  thyfelf  with  Aquinas, 
Scotus,  Suarez :  If  thou  thinkeft  thou  excelleft  in 
the  mathematics,  compare  thyfelf  with  Euclid,  Archi* 
mides,  Tycho,  &c.  and  then  thou  wilt  find -thyfelf  to 
be  li|ce  a  little  candle  to  a  ftar.     The  moft  of  the 

learning 


Of  Humility  i  "■  165- 

learning  that  this  age  glories  of,  is  but  an  extract:  or  - 
colleftion  ■  of  what  we  find  in  thofe  men  of  greater  . 
parts ;  only  we  think  we  have  done  great  matters  if 
we  digeft  it  into  fome  other  method,  and  prick  in  here 
and  there  a  fmall  pittance  of  our  own,  or  quarrel  at 
fomething  that  the  ancients  delivered  in  fome  odd  par-  ■ 
ticulars.     And  yet,  even  in  this  eflay,  fclf-love  plays 
fuch  a  part,  that  unlefs  there  be  a  great  excefs  and  ad- 
niirable  advantage  of  others  that  are  above  us  in  any ' 
learning  or  knowledge,  we  are  ready  to  exalt  ourfelves  ■ 
above  our  ftandard,  and  feemMn  our  own  eyes  to  be- 
at leaft  equal  to  thofe  that  exceed  us,  or-  by  envy  and  • 
detraction    to   bring  down    others   below   ourlelves',"' 
efpecially  if  we  hit  upon  fome  little  caprichio  i,  that  we  ■ 
think  they  faw  not. 

5.  And  laftly,  confider  the  great  example  of  our  Lord' 
and  Mafter  Jefus  Chrifl,  who  was  the  only  Son  of  the  ■ 
glorious  God,  full  of  wifdom,  knowledge,  power,  hoH^ 
nefs,  goodnefs   and   truth,  and   notwithftanding    all' 
this,  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  of  no  reputation,  ■ 
and  took  upon   him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  emptied 
himfelf,  and  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  bbedieiit  to 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs-.     Chrifl  Jefus 
brought  with  him  from  heaven  the  doftrine  of  holi- ' 
nefs  and  righteoufnefs,  and  in  all  his  fermons  there  is 
not  any  one   virtue  that  he  commendeth  and'  com- 
mandeth  more  than  Humility -and  lowlinefs  of  mind, 
nor  any  one  vice  that  he  fets  himfelf  more  againrt  than 
pride  and  haughtinefs  of  mind.    In  his  beatitudes^,  po-  - 
verty  of  fpirit  hath  the  firft  promife.  and  meeknefs  * 
or  Humility  the  third  4.     He  checks  and  difparageth  ' 
the  pride  of  the  Pharifees,  commands  hisf  difciples  to 
run   quiet  counter  to  their  method  ;    '  He  that   will ' 
*  be  great  among  you  fhall  be  your  fervant  ^.^    ^  *^^-in,  • 
when  the  bubble  of  ambition  rofe  againit  the  difciples, 
who  ihould  be  greateft,  he  checks  their  pride  and  ambi- * 
tion  with  the  pattern  and  commendation  of  a  little' 

'  fancy  or  whim.  ^  Phil.  ii.  .5,  <>,  7,  8.  ^  Mirth    i  i.  Sn  ' 

*  Matth.  x.xiii.  G.  7*  ^ JMatth.  wiii.  i,  Luke  ix.'Markix   34. 
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cbUd;  anda^hedius  taught  he  lived.  One  of  the; 
great  ends  of  the  miflion  of  Chrifl  into  the  worldj  . 
was,  that  he  ihould  not  only  be  a  preacher  of  virtvte> 
goc>dne£s^  and  piety,  but  alfo  an  example  of  it :  And 
i£  WB  lodt  through  the  whole  life  of  Chrift,  there  is 
IXpt  one  virtue  that  he  did  more  lignally  exercife,  or  by 
his  example  more  exprefely  commend  to  the  imitation 
of  Chriitians,  than  Humility.  I  do  not  remember  that  he 
faith  in  any  place,  learn  of  me  to  do  miracles,  for  I  aip 
njughty  in  power;  no,  nor  yet  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  holy, 
£09: 1  am  obedient  to  the  law  of  God,  for  I  am  liberal ; 
though  in  all  thefe  he  was  exhibited  as  an  excellent 
example  of  holinefs, obedience, and  charity,  and  muft  be 
the  pattern  of  our  imitation ;  But  as  if  Humility  and  low-* 
linefs  of  mind  were  the  great  mafter-piece  of  his  ex-  , 
ample,  he  calls  out,  even  when  he  was  in  one  of  tfee 
h^heft  extafies  of  fpirit,  that  we  find,  until  his  paffion, 
*  ^  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am   meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 

*  and  ye  fhall  find  reft  xmto  your  fouls  ^'    And  in  that 
(ignal  advice  given  by  the  Apoftle, '  Let  the  fam^  mind 

*  be  in  you,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  whom  be^ 

*  Jaxg  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be 
^  ,equ|J  with  God :  35ut  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation, 

*  .and  took  upon  him  the  fonn  of  a  fervant,  and  was 
^  ,made  in  the  likenefs  of  man ;  and  being  found  in  the 

*  jistihipn  of  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became 

*  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs  2/ 

'  But,  bleffed  Saviour !  was  there  nothing  clfe  for  us 
44  kam  of  jhee,  but  thy  meeknefs  and  Humility  ?  was 
:t]^3re  not  fomething  elfe  wherein  we  were  to  bear  nx  ' 
iQind  thy  image,  and  write  after  thy  excellent  copy? 
D^ras  there  not  thy  holinefs,  purity,  obedience,  patience, 
truft  in  God,  and  a}I  that  conftellation  of  virtuQS  that 
appeared  in  thy  doftrine  and  life  ? 

Surely  yes,  he  was  exhibited  both  as  a  prophet  to 
teach,  and  an  example  to  be  imitated  in  all  th^e  alfoi  ' 
hut  m  his  Humility,  if  we  may  fay  =  with  reverence,  he- 
fore  all.. 

»  Matth.  xi,  25,  29,  «  Pl^il.  ii.- 6. 

!•  Becaufe 


Of  HufHilily.  m 

'  - 1':  Becaufe  the  mftance  and  example  of  his  Hamflftf 
was  the  moft  fignal  and  wonderful  of  all  the  reft  of  his 
admirable  virtues ;  that  the  eternal  Son  of  the  eternal 
God  fliould  condefcend  fo  low,  as  to  become  a  maAy^ 
bom  of  a  woman,  and  live  upon  earth  fuch  a  defpif€d 
life,  and  Me  fuch  an  accurfed  death,  is  an  inftance  of 
Humility,  not  only  beyond  all  example,  but  an  inftance 
that  isimpoflible  in  nature  to  be  paralleled. 

2.  Becaufe  pride  and  vain-glory  is  fo  unhappily  ri- 
veted in  the  corrupt  nature  of  man,  and  it  is  fo  hard^ 
thing  to  bring  him  to  be  humble  and  lowly,  notwith* 
{landing  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  it,  that  it 
did  not  only  ftand  in  need  of  the  moft  explicit  dodrine 
of  Chrift  to  teach  and  commend  it,  the  moft  un« 
paralleled  example  of  Chrift  to  win  men  over  to  it, 
but  alfo  the  moft  plain  and  direft,  and  explicit  appli- 
tation  of  that  example,  by  that  remarkable  and  fpedal 
invitation  of  our  I-.ord  to  it,  *  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am 
'  meek  and  lowly/     And  again  by  his  Apoftle,  '  Let 

*  the  fame  mind  be  in  you  which  was  in  Chrift  Jefus,*  &c. 

3.  Becaufe,  without  Humility  to  prepare  and  mel- 
low the  hearts  of  men,  it  could  not  be  morally  poflible 
for  them  to  receive  the  faith  of  Chrift.  It  was  pride 
that  made  the  doftrine  of  Chrift  only  to  be  to  the 
Js'u^s  a  ftumbling  block,  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs,  but 
to  them  that  are  called,  viz.  that  obey  that  call  of 
Chrift  :     '  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 

*  heavy  laden,  &c  '.'  '  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and 
^  lowly  in  heart,  it  is  Chrift,  the  power  of  God,  and  the 

*  wifdom  of  God  2,' 

4.  Becaufe,  without  Humility,  all  the  reft  of  thofe 
excellent  virtues,  that  were  taught  in  the  doftrine, 
and  exhibited  in  the  example  of  Chrift,  had  been  but 
unacceptable.  A  vifible  holinefs,  yet  accompanied  with 
pride  and  oftentation,  is  but  a  difguife  of  holinefs,  and 
that  accurfed  hypocrify  that  our  Saviour  condemned  in 
the  Pharifees  and  others  ^.  Obedience  to  the  law  of 
God,  good  works,  fafting,  prayer,  yet  if  done  with 

*  Matth.  xi.  28.        *  1.  Cor.  i.  23,  24.        » Matlh.  vi.  I6. 
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pride,  often  tat  ion,  and  vain-glory,  are  dead  and  unac- 
ceptable ^  Charity,  alms,  and  beneficence,  if  done 
with  pride  and  oftentation,  and  to  receive  glory  of 
men,  lofeth  its  worth  and  reward  ^.  So  that  Humility 
and  lowlinefs  of  mind  is  the  fuhfiratum  and  groimd- 
work,  the  neceffary  ingredient  into  all  acceptable 
duties  towards  God  or  men. 

'  Matth.  xxiii.  5,  »  Matth.  vi.  12. 
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JACOB'S   VOW: 


OR  THE 


MPBESTY   AND   REASONABLENESS   OF 

JACOB'S  DESIRE. 


GEN.  XXVIII.  20. 

AND  JACOB    VOWED.  A  VOW,  SATING,    IF    GOD  WILL 

BE  WITH    ME,     AND    WILL    KEEP    ME   IN   THE    WAY 

THAT   I   GO,    AND   WILL    GIVE   ME  BREAD  TO  EAT, 

-  AND     RAIMENT     TO     PUT     ON,     SO     THAT     I     COME 

.  AGAIN  TO  MY  FATHERS    HOUSE    IN   PEACE,    THEN 

SHALL  THE  LORD  BE  MY  GOD,  &C. 

#  ■  ^ 

X  HE  only  thing  that  I  intend  to*  confider  upon  this 
place  of  holy  Scripture,  is  the  modejiy  and  reafonable- 
mjs  of  Jacob's  Defire.  He  doth  not  defire  greatnefe 
of  wealth,  or  honour,  or  power,  or  fplenddr,  or  great 
equipage  in  this  world  ;  but  all  that  he  defires  in  re- 
ference to  this  world,  is,  1.  That  the  comfortable 
prefence  and  the  fenle  of  the  favour  and  love  of  God 
Ihould  be  with  him  :  If  Godzvill  be  with  me.  2.  Thai  the 
proteftion  of  the  Divine  Providence  may  be  continually 
over  him;  and'  ivHl  keep  me  in  the  way  thiit  I  go: 
3.  That  he  would  fupply  hinl,  not  with  curiofities  or 
delicates,  but  with  neceflkries ;  -<?;/^  will  give  me  bread 
to  eat  and  raiment  to  put  on. 

And  the  truth  is,  this  (hould  be  the  rule  and  tfieafure 
of  every  good  man,  in  reference  to  this  life,  and  the  en- 
joyments  of  it,  and  the  defires  of  them,  until  he  come 
to  his  Father's  houfe  in  peace;  that  houfe  whereih  there 
are  many  manfions,  that  the  great  Father,  of  whom  all 

the 
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the  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,  hath  provided 
for  fuch  as  fear,  and  love,  and  obey  him. 

Indeed  the  /u'^  /irw^;^  of  thefe,  though  they  be  no 
more  than  what  the  bountiful  God  free^  affords  to  all 
that  truly  love  him,  and  depend  upon  him,  are  of  a 
ftrange  and  vafl  extent,  Firft,  the  comfortable  pre* 
fence  of  God  fupplies  abundantly  all  that  can  be  de.- 
fired  by  us,  and  abundantly  countervails  whatfoevcr 
elfe  we  feem  to  want ;  it  is  better  than  life  itfelf. 
And  when  the  antients  would  exprefs  all  that  feemcd 
beneficial  or  profperous  in  this  life,  they  had  no  fuller 
and  comprehenfive  expreflion  of  it  than  that  God  was 
with  him ;  as  of  Jcfepb :     '  And  when  his  matter  faw 

*  that  the  Lord  wasS^tli  him,  and  that  the  Lord  made 
'  all  that  he  did  to  nrofper  ^'  T  he  wifdom  and  courage 
TLTi^ixxQi^^s'oV David  is  refblved  into  this  one  thiiig,' 
The  Lord  wc^s  w\fh  hm  ^*  . 

But  (jertainly,  ,ttbugh  t^e  divine  prefence  ibould 
not  manifeft  itfelf  in  external  fucceffes  and  advantage.% 
the  very  fenfe  of.  the  favour  and  comfortable  prefente 
of  God  carries  with  it  an  abundant  fupply  of  all  other 
deficiencies^.    The  light  of  the  countenance  of  AU. 
roighty  God  is  the  mpft  fupereminent  good,  and  oc-  f 
c^fions  more  true  joy  and  contentment,  than  the  r^ ; 
dundanc^  of  all  external  advantages.     Secondly,  the  ► 
Divine  Protection  and  Providence  is  the  moil  fiu^and 
fafe  protedion,  ^nd  fupplies   the  want  of  all  other. 
The  munition  of  rocks  is  thy  defence  ;  and  all  other 
defences  apd  refuges  without  this,  are  weak,  impotent, 
and  failing  defences.    '  Except  the  Lord  watch  the 

*  <:ity,  the  watchman  watcheth  but  in  vain.' 

iTiat  therefore  which  I  (hall  fix  upon  is  the  laft  of 
his  thvee  defires :  '  If  he  Ihall  give  me  bread  to  eat  and  j 
'  raiment  to  put  on.'  .    \ 

-  The  <iefires  of  a  good  man,  in  relation  to  the  things 
of  this  fife,  ought  not  to  be  lavifh  and  extravagant ;  not> 
to  be  of  things  of  grandeur,  or  delicacy,  or  excef3 : . 
but  tft  be  tenmnated  in  things  of  neceffity  for  his  pcew 

»Gcn.x."«U.3.     •  iS^m.xviii.  14. 28*  2Saoi, v.-IjO.     ' Psal. iv. 0.  7*" 

fent 


f 
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fent^fubfiftence,  convenient  food  and  raiment.  If  AU 
mighty  God  give  more  than  this,  it  is  matter  of  the 
greater  gratitude,  as  it  was  to  Jacob :  ^  I  am  not  wor- ; 

*  thy  of  the  leaft  of  all  thy  mercies,  &c,  for  with  my 

*  ftaff,  I  paffed  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  I  am  become 

*  two  bands'.*  But  if  he  gives  no  more,  we  have 
epough  for  our  contcntation.  Almighty  God,  who  is 
never  worfe  than  his  word,  but  moft  commonly  better, 
hath  not  given  us  any  promife  of  more,  neither  hath  he 
givai  us  commiflion  to  expeft  or  alk  for  more.  If  he 
gjves  more  than  neceflary,  he  exalts  his  bounty  and 
bjeneficence  :  and  yet,  if  he  gives  no  more,  it  is  bounty 
that  he  gives  fo  much ;  and  is  matter  both  of  our  con- 
tentation  and  gratitude. 

.  Thus  the  wife  man  Jgur^  made  his  requeft :  *  Give 

*  ,^^e  neither  poverty  nor  riches,  feed  me  with  food  con- 

*  venient  for  me  2/  This  our  Lord  teacheth  us  to  afk, 
in  his  excellent  form  of  prayer,  '  Give  us  this  day  our  . 

*  daily  bread  ;*  and  this  is  that  which  the  apoftle  pre- 
fcrR>es,  for  the  rule  of  our  contentation :  '  And  hav- 
'  ing  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith  content^.* 

Aiid  truly,  if  it  pleafeth  God  to  allow  us  a  fufficiency, 
and  competency,  for  the  neceflity  of  our  nature,  we 
hfive  very  great  reafon  to  be  contented  with  it,  not 
ojoly  as  it  is  a  duty  enjoined  unto  us,  but  upon  moil 
e>(ident  convidion  of  found  reafon,  both  in  regard  unto 
Almighty  God,  in  regard  of  ourfelves,  and  in  regard 
of  others.     I  fhall  mingle  thefe  reafons  together. 

.  1.  It  becomes  us  to  be  contented  ,.becaufewi/?//^TO^ 
w  bavCy  we  have  from  the  free  allowance  and  goodnejs  of 
Ggd\  He  owes  us  nothing ;  but  what  we  have,  we  have 
ftpni  free  gift  and  bounty.  If  a  man  demands  a  debt 
of  another,  we  think  it  juft  he  fhould  be  paid  what  he 
demands ;  but  if  a  man  receives  an  alms  from  another, 
we  think  it  reafonable  that  he  fliould  be  content  with 
what  the  other  gives,  without  prefcribing  to  the  mea-  ' 
fiire  of  his  bounty.  But  the  cafe  is  far  ftronger  here  j 
we  are  under  an  obligation  of  duty  to  be  charitable  to 

'.Gen.  xxxii,.  jp.        ^  Piov/xx.s,  b.        ^  1  Tim.  vi.  8. 
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others  wants  by  virtue  of  a  Divine  command ;  but 
Almighty  God  L?  under  no  other  huv  of  conferring 
benefits,  but  of  his  own  bounty,  eoodnofs  and  will. 

2.  It  becomes  us  to  be  content,  bccaufe  our  menfure 
and  dole  is  given  unto  us,  as  by  him  that  is  abiokite 
Lord  of  his  own  bounty,  fo  by  him  that  is  the  I'Mfl 
difpenfer  of  his  own  benefits :  He  knows,  far  better 
than  we.  ourfelves,  what  proportion  is  fitted  for  us : 
He  hath  given  us  enough  for  our  neceflity,  and  we  are 
defirous  to  have  fomewhat  more  ;  the  wife  God  knowSj 
it-  may  be,  that  more  would  do  us  harm,  would  undo 
us  ;  would  make  us  luxurious,  proud,  infolent,  donii- 
neering,  forgetful  of  God  :  The  great  Lord  and  Maf- 
ter  of  the  great  faniiiy  of  the  world,  knows  who  are, 
and  who  are  not  able  to  bear  redundancy :  And  there- 
fore  if  I  have  food  convetiicnt  for  me,  I  have  reafonto 
be  content,  becaufe  I  have  reafon  to  believe  the  great 
and  wife  God  knows  what  proportion  beft  fits  me ;  it 
may  be,  if  I  had  more,  I  were  ruined. 
■  3.  We  mult  know  that  Vv  e  are  but  ftewards  of  the 
very  external  bieiTing  of  tins  life,  and  at  the  great  audita 
we  muft  give  an  account  of  our  lievv-ardfliip,  and  thofe 
accbunt-^^  Avill  be  ftridly  nerufed  by  the  great  Lord  of 
all  the  fcunily  in  heaven  and  earth.     Now  if  our  ex- 
ternal  benefits  be  but  proportionable  to  our  neceflities 
and  necelfary  ufe,  our   account   is  eafily  and  fafely  ' 
made  :  Imp-  ;;;/j,  I  have  received  fo  much  of  thy  ex- 
ternal  bleilings   as  were  necefiary  for   my  food   and 
cloathlng,  and  for  the  feeding  ^nd  cloathing  of  my  fa- 
mily :  l^ut  on  the  other  fide,  v/here  there  is  fuperfluity 
:inj  redundance  given  over  and  above  o^:r  necelfary 
fupport,  our  account  is  more  diilicult.     IVhere  much  is 
^hen,  r:uch  *il'/11  he  required.    There  will  be  an  account 
required,  how  the  redundant  overplus  was  employed ; 
how  much  in  chanty,  how  much  in  other  good  works  ;■ 
i?!ul  God  knows  that  too,  too  often  very  pitiful  accountJ^'' 
are  made  of  that  furplulage  and  redundancy  of  a  libe- 
r:!i  eflate  ;  which  will  be  lb  far  from   abating  the  ac-- 
count,  tts  it  will  enhance  it :  Itera,  fo  nmch  m  excefs, 

debauchery 
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debauchery  and  riot ;  fo  much  m  CoRIy  apparel,  fo 
much  in  magnificence  and  vain  fhews,  and  the  like. 

4.  Our  natures  may  be  well  enough  fupplied  with 
little ;  natura  paucis  content  a  ^  \  aiid  whatlbever  is  re- 
dundant, moil  commonly  turns  to  the  damage  and  de- 
triment of  our  nature,  unlefs  it  meet  with  a  very  wife 
proprietor :  For  the  excefs  in  the  abufe  of  fuperfluities 
in  eating  and  drinking,  and  gratifying  our  appetites, 
.or  the  excefs  of  care  and  pains  in  getting,  or  keeping, 
or  difpofing  fuperfluities  and  redundance,  commonly 
.doth  more  harm,  even  to  our  natural  complexions  and  . 
conflitution,  than  a  mediocrity  proportionable  to  the 
neceffiries  of  nature. 

5.  IVhatJoever  Is  more  than  enough  for  our  natural 
fupport,  and  the  neceifary  fupply  of  our  families,  and  fo 
employed,  is  in  truths  vain^  ^iff^l^J^^  unjerviceable  \  and 
fuch.a  man  is  rich  but  in  fancy  and  notion,  and  not  ia 
truth  and  reality  :  For  the  ufe  of  externals  is  to  (ap- 
ply our  natural  neceffities ;  if  I  have  a  million  of  mo- 
ney, and  yet  an  hundred  pounds  are  fufficient,-  and  as 
much  as  I  fhall  ufe  to  bring  me  to  my  grave,  the  reft 
is  vain  and  needlefs  to  me,  and  doth  me  no  good :  It 
is  indeed  my  burthen,  and  my  care,  and  my  trouble.; 
but  it  is  of  no  more  ufe  to  me  in  my  cheft,  than  if  it 
were  in  the  centre  of  the  earth.  It  is  true,  I  have 
thereby  a  happy  opportunity  if  I  have  a  large  and  wife 
heart  to  difpoi'e  of  it  for  the  glory  and  fervice  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  mankind,  in  works  of  piety,  charity, 
and  humanity :  but  if  I  keep  it  in  my  cheit,  it  is  an 
injpertinent  trouble,  neither  ufeful  for  myfelf,  becaufe 
I  need  it  not,  I  have  enough  without  it ;  nor  as  I  order 
it,  is  it  ufeful  for  others,  no  more  than  if  it  were  an 
hundred  fathoms  under  <xi*oiind. 

6.  A  ft  ate  cf  mediocriiy^  or  fupplies  proportiohatis  to 
niy  neceility,  is  inrjiitely  7Hcrs  J'afe  to  me^  even  in  re- 
fpept  of  myfelf,  than  an  eftate  of  glory,  wealth,  power, 
and  abundance.  An  eftate  of  mediocrity  and  com-, 
ijienfuratenefs  to  our  exigence  and  neceility,  is  '  the 

*  nature  is  coiiteut  with  a  little. 

;  ■  .  freefl: 


174  The  Mod^fiy  and  Reafinabknefs 

freeft  of  any  condition  in  the  world  froni  perturbatioM 
and  temptations.  A  ftate  and  condition  of  want,  and 
too  narrow  for  our  neceffities,  is  an  eftate  fubjeft  to 
fome  troubles  and  temptations.  But  of  all  conditions 
in  the  world,  a  redundant  and  over-plentiful  coiididofi 
is  moft  fubjedt  to  the  moft'  dangerous  and  pernicious 
temptations  in  the  world :  as  namely,  forgetfiilnefs  cf 
God,  felf-dependance,  pride,  infolence,  oppreffion,  in* 
juftice,  unquietnefs  of  mind,  excefs,  luxury,  intempe- 
rance, contempt  of  others :  and  I  have  very  ofteA 
known  thofe  perfons  that  have  carried  themfelves  ftea*- 
dily  and  commendably  in  a  condition  of  mediocrity^ 
nay,  have  been  able  to  bear  with  viftory  the  fhocks  of 
thofe  temptations  that  arife  from  want  and  poverty, 
yet  when  in  the  late  times  they  were  advanced  to 
Wealth,  power,  and  command,  were  loft,  and  could  not 
bear  the  temptations  that  attended  grandeur,  wealth 
and  power ;  and  the  fun  of  wealth  and  profperity 
quickly  difrobed  them  of  that  mantle  of  innocence^ 
piety,  and  virtue,  that  they  kept  about  them  againft 
the  ftorms  and  aiTauIts  of  wants  and  neceilities.  So 
that  cettSiiiily  it 'requires  a  greater  vigilance,  attenti6n^ 
flidiiftry  and  refolution ^  to  oppofe  and  conquer  the 
temptairioner  of  grandeur,  wealth  and  power,  than  the 
temptaitions  of  want,  neceflity  and  poverty  i  SomiJ 
patience  and  Humility  will  do  much  to  fubdue  the 
latter ;  but  he  that  will  acquit  himfelf  from  the  temp* 
tations  of  the  fonrier,  had  need  of  great  wifdom,  mo* 
deration,  fobriety,  and  a  low  efteem  of  the  world,  and 
efpecially  a  great  and  praftical  exercife  of  the  feaf.tof 
God,  faith  in  his  promifes,  and  a  fixed  hope  and  prdf* 
p0£b  of  the  promifes  of  immortality  and  glory,  where-' 
by  they  may  overcome  the  flattering  and  deceiving 
world.. 

7.  A  ftate  of  externals  proportionate  to  our  neceP 
fities  is  a  far  more  Jerene  andjafe  eftate  in  reference  t& 
others^  than  an  eftate  of  external  grandeur,  and 
Wealth,  and  power:  And  the  reafoils  are,  firfl,  be^ 
caufe  the  formei:  hath  nothing  that  others  do  covet  or 

defirej 
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defire ;  but  the  latter  hath  gotten  die  golden  ball,  tlftkt 
the  generality  of  mankind  are  fond  to  have,  and  are 
reftleis  till  they  have  gotten  it,  which  makes  the  man*^ 
eftate  unquiet  and  unlafe,  becaufe  he  hath  many  com- 
petitors for  what  he  enjoys,  which  are  continually  en* 
deavouring  to  trip  up  his  heels  :  juft  as  we  fee  when 
a  bfa-d  hath  gotten  a  booty  or  prey,  all,  other  birds  of 
prey  are  following  and  catching  after  it^  and  ever  mo* 
lefting  him .  that  hath  it,  ^.  Becaufe  he  that  enjoys 
much,  eitherojF  honour  or  wealth,  or  power,  is  the  pb- 
)eck  of  the  envy  of  other  men,  which  is  a  bufy,  reftlefs, 
pemicioua  humour,  and  ever  picking  quarrels  and  find- 
ing faults,  and  ftudying  and  endeavouring  the  ruin  of 
its  objefl: :  Whereas  a  ftate  of  mediocrity,  is  a  ftate  of 
quietnefs,  and  free  from  the  aflaults  and  ihafcs  of  his: 
pefHIent  companions. 

%.  We  fee  that  all  worldly  matters  are  by  a  kind  of 
inbred  and  connatural  nQc^i^ity  fubjeSt  to  mutations  and. 
changes.  When  grandeur,  honour,  and  wealth  are  at 
their  highefl:  pitchy  like  the  fun  in  the  meridian,  it  ftay» 
not  long  there,  but  hath  its  declination.  Now  the 
chsmges  that  are  incident  to  greatnefs  and  wealth,  are 
always  for  the  word  :  they  moft  commonly  take  jheit 
wings  and  fly  away,  when  they  feem  to  be  in  their 
higheft  pitch  of  plenty  and  glory :  And  this  creates  in- 
a  man  very  great  attaciety  and  reftlefs  fear,  left  he 
fhould  loii^  what  he  hath ^  and  infinite  ftrugglings  and 
^'ftings  to  keep  it  when  it  is  going ;  and  extreme  dif* 
appointment,  vexation  and  forrow  when  it  is  gone., 
On  the  other  fide  a  ftate  of  mediocrity  may  have  its. 
changes  too  ;  and  as  it  is  feldom  for  the  wcwrfe,  fo  it  is 
moft  ordinarily  for  the  better  ;  whereby  the  man  hath 
great  peace  and  tranquillity.  We  need  not  have  a, 
better  inftance  of  both  thefe  conditions  than  in  Jacoh^^ 
the  perfon  in  the  text^^  while  he  was  in  a  ftate  of 
mediocrity,  and  rather  indeed,  in  a  ftrait,  than  -  in  an; 
ample  condition  \  when  he  had  nothing  but  his  ftaff, 
and  his  fupplies  of  bread  to  eat,  and  clothes  to  put  on, 
he  was  in  a  ftate  of  great  tranquillity  \  and  that  change- 

which 
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"Which  b^fel  that  condition,  was  a  change  not  fof  fhtf 
worfe,  but  for  the  better,  at  lead  in  relation  to  externals 
his  fupplies  increafed  :  bur  as  foon  avS  he  once  arrived 
at  great  weahh  under  his  uncle  Laban^  though  it  is 
true  the  Divine  Providence  kept  him  from  a  total  lofs 
of  i^5  yet  he  foon  found  that  profperous  condition  fiill 
of  thorns  and  difficulties  :  1 .  His  uncle  and  his  fons 
began  to  en\y  his  wealth,  and  he  began  to  be  in 
great  fears  and  jealoufies  left  he  fhould  be  deprived  of 
all.  2.  Then  to  avoid  that  fear,  he  flies,  and  his  uncle 
purfues  him,  and  then  he  was  under  a  new  fear  of  lofe 
of  all  he  had.  3.  When  thai  fe2r  was  over,  then  he 
fears  that  the  rumour  of  his  wealth,  and  the  former 
difpleafure  of  his  brother  Efau  might  make  him  and 
all  his  wealth  a  prey  to  his  brother,  and  certainly, 
had  not  the  immediate  providence  of  Almighty  God 
ftrangely  interpofed,  he  had  not  only  felt  the  difficulties 
and  unquietnels  of  his  great  wealthy  condition  (which 
were  profitable  for  his  inftruftion)  but  he  had  fuffered 
a  total  deprivation  of  it,  either  by  Laban  or  Efau^  or 
at  leaft  by  the  neighbouring  Shechemites^  exafperated 
by  the  treachery  and  cruelty  of  his  two  fons  Simeon  and 
Levi. 

Upon  thefe  and  many  more  confiderations,  it  is 
mod  evident,  that  a  ftate  of  mediocrity  in  externals  is 
to  be  preferred  before  an  eftate  of  much  wealth, 
honour,  or  grandeur;  that  of  the  two  extremes, 
poverty  on  the  one  fide,  or  \ery  great  wealth  and  glory 
on  the  other;  the  latter  is  in  truth  more  dangerous  and 
difficult  than  the  former;  but  that  of  ^^«rV  prayer,  a 
ftate  of  medipcrity,  neither  poverty  nor  riches,  but 
food  convenient  for  a  man^s  condition,  is  the  moft 
defirable  ftate  in  this  hfe,  and  that  which  avoids  the 
difficulty  of  both  extremes. 

I  would  willingly  from  thefe  confiderations,  therefore, 
learn  to  attain  fuch  a  temper  and  difpofiticn  of  Joul^  as 
might  be  Jafe  and  ujeftilfor  me  in  relation  to  all  thefe 
three  conditions  of  life^  whichfoever  of  them  the  Di- 
vine Providence  flaould  fend  unto  me. 

1.  In 
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1.  In  reference  to  a  ftate  of  mediocrity^  or  fueh  a 
ftate  of  externals,  as  might  -be  fuitable  to  the  exigence 

.and  nature  of  my  condition  in  this  life;  I  fhould  make 
fuch  a  ftate  my  choice,  and  not  my  trouble :  I  fhould 
with  all  thankfulnefs  acknowledge  both  the  goodnefs 
and  wifdom  of  Almighty  God,  in  giving  me  fo  com-  • 
petent,  and  fo  fafe  a  condition;  that  hath  by  his 
providence  delivered  me  from  the  difiiculdes,  and 
inconveniences,  and  dangers,  and  temptations  of  both 
extremes,  namely,  great  want,  and  great  wealth :  and 
I  fliall  bear  my  lot,  not  only  with  great  patience 
and  quietnels,  but  with  great  contentation  and  thank- 
fulnefs. 

2.  In  reference  to  an  efinte  cf  IVant  or  hdigence : 
If  it*  fhould  pleafe  the  Divine  Providence  to  appoint 
that  condition  to  me,  I  fhould  neverthelefs  comfort  and 
fupport  myfelf  with  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe :    I. 
Though  my  condition  be  narrow  and  necelTitous,  yet 
it  is  that  which  the  great  wife  Lord  of  the  great  family 
of  the  world  hath  appointed  to  me ;  I  will  therefore 
bear  it  with  patience  and  refignadon.     2.  Though   it 
be  an  eftate  of  indigence  and  narrownefs,  yet  it  is  fuch 
as  affords  me  and  my  family  life  and  fubfiflence,  though 
not  without  much  pains  and  difficulty ;  it  might  have 
been  worfe,  and  it  may  pleafe  God  to  make  it  better, 
when  he  feeth  fit ;    I  will  therefore  bear  it  with  con- 
tentednefs,  as  well  as  patience.     3.  Thougli  my  ftate 
be  very  narrow  and  pinching,  yet  it  is  poUible  much 
^lore  fafe  than  an  eftate  of  grandeur  and  affluence : 
my   account   is   the   lefs ;     my    temptations  not  fo 
dangerous ;    my    cares   fewer ;    my    lefTons  of  de- 
pendance   upon  God,    of  humility  and  lowlinefs  of 
mind,  of  temperance  and  fobriety,  of  contempt  of  the 
world,  of  valuation  of  eternity  and  provifion  for  it,  are 
better  learn    in  this  extreme  than  in  the    other;    I 
fliall  therefore  endeavour  to  improve  the  importunities, 
even  of  this  hard  condition,  and  bear  it  not  only  with 
-contentednefs  but  thankfulnefs. 

3.  In  reference  to  an  ejlafe  of  Redundance  and  af- 
TOL.  I.  N  fluence 
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fluence  of  externals,  an  eftate  of  wealth  and  plenty,*  oi 
honour  and  grandeur,  of  power  and  authority  and  pre-^ 
eminence;  I  will  confider,  1.  That  this  is  an  eftate 
foil  of  temptations,  and  temptations  of  the  greateft  fize 
and  the  moft  dangerous  nature;  as,  pride  and  infolence,- 
forgetfulnefs  of  God,  luxury,  intemperance,  carnal  con- 
fidence and  fecurity,  contempt  of  others,  and  infinite 
more ;  and  if  any  of  thefe  get  the  advantage,  they 
will  do  me  more  mifchief,  than  all  my  wealth  will  do 
me  good.  2.  Therefore  I  will  learn  and  exercife 
very  great  vigilance  and  attention,  that  I  be  not 
cheated  into  thefe  temptations.  3.  I  will  take  a  true 
eftimate  of  the  world  and  of  all  thefe  goodly  appear- 
ances that  I  am  attended  with  from  it ;  and  I  will  not 
take  my  meafure  and  eftimate  of  them  by  common 
opinion  of  the  world,  or  by  their  fplendid  putfide,  but 
I  will  look  more  ftriftly  into  them,  and  find  whether 
they  are  not  uncertain,  deceiving  things ;  what  fta- 
bility  there  is  in  them ;  what  good  they  will  do  me 
after  death  ;  what  quietnefs  and  tranquillity  of  mind 
they  will  give  me,  or  rather  take  from  me  ;  whether 
they  have  in  themfelves  any  real  influence  to  make  me 
better'or  wifer.  4.  Upon  thefe  confiderations,  if  I  find, 
as  find  I  fliall,  that  they  have  not  that  real  worth  in 
them  that  the  vain  world  imagines,  I  will  not  fet  my 
heart  upon  them,  nor  lay  any  confidence  upon  them, 
nor  lay  out  much  of  my  love  unto  them,  nor  any  great 
efteem  for  them.  5.  I  will  fet  my  heart  to  a  true  and 
ferious  confideration  of  thofe  durable  riches,  and 
glory  and  honour  that  our  dear  Lord  hath  provided  for 
us  in  the  life  to  come,  and  that  eternal  weight  of  glorv 
will  infinitely  outweigh  all  the  wealth  and  honour,  and 
glory  that  I  do  or  can  enjoy  in  this  world.  6,  And 
upon  this  confideration  alfo  I  will  reftify  my  judg- 
ment concerning  this  world,  and  the  greateft  glory  of 
it,  and  thereby  habituate  myfelf  to  a  low  efteem  of  the 
wealth  I  have,  or  can  have,  and  fet  up  my  hopes  and 
treafure  in  more  noble  and  durable  enjoyments.  7.  I 
will  confider  I  am  but  a  fteward  when  all  is  done, 
and  the  greater  my  wealth  and  honour  is,  the  greater 
my  accoxmts  muft  be,  and  the  more  difficult  to  keep 
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lem  fair.  8.  That  in  as  much  as  I  am  but  a  fteward, 
will  be  very  careful  that  my  management  of  my 
uft  may  be  fuch  as  will  bear  my  Lord's  fcrutiny  ;  I 
ill  not  employ  my  ftock  of  wealth  or  honour  to  the 
[(honour  of  my  Lord,  in  riot  or  excefs,  in  vanity  or 
jpreffion  ;  but  will  do  as  much  good  with  it  as  I  can, 
:cording  to  the  trull  committed  to  me,  that  I  may  give 
juft  and  fair  and  comfortable  account  of  my  ftewardfhip 
hen  my  Lord  and  Matter  calls  for  it.  9.  That  in  as 
uch  as  thofe  very  externals  are  in  themfelves  bleffings 
well  employed,  though  not  the  bleffings  of  the  greateft 
lagnitude ;  I  will  with  all  humility  and  thankfulnefs 
rknowledge  the  Divine  bounty  to  me,  in  trufting  me 
ith  abundance,  and  will  employ  it  to  his  honour. 


Seneca  Thy  est.  jtct.  2. 


STET  quirumque  volet  potens 
Aulte  culmine  InirirO : 
Me  dulcis  saturet  quies; 
Ol'SCUTo  positiis  loco, 
Z-eni  perfniar  otio  • 
Nullis  nota  Quiritilus 
>JEtas  per  taciturn  fhiat. 


Sic  cum  transierijit  met 
Nu'.lo  ciivi  strepitu  dies, 
Plebeius  moriar  sene.v. 
llli  mors  gravis  incubat^ 
Qui  notus  lumis  omnibu^, 
Jgnotus  moritar  sibi. 


LET  him  that  will  afcend  the  tott'ring  feat 
Of  courtly  grandeur,  and  become  as  c:reat 
As  are  his  mounting  wifhes  ;  as  for  tne, 
Let  fweet  repofc,  and  reft  my  portion  be  J 
Give  me  fome  mean  obfcure  recefa  ;  a  fphefe 
Oat  of  the  road  of  bufinefs,  or  the  fear 
Of  falling  lower,  where  I  fweetly  may 
Myfelf,  and  dear  retirement  ftill  enjoy  : 
Let  not  my  life,  or  name,  be  known  unto 
The  Grandees  of  the  times,  loft  to  and  frd 
By  cenfures  or  applaufe  ;  but  let  my  age 
Slide  gently  by,  not  overthwart  the  ftage 
Of  public  aftion  ;  unheard,  unfeen, 
And  unconcern'd,  as  if  I  ne'er  had  been. 
And  thus  while  I  (hall  pafs  my  filent  days 
In  (hady  privacy,  free  from  the  noife 
And  buftles  of  the  World,  then  fliall  I 
A  good  old  innocent  plebeian  die. 
Death  is  a  mere  furprife,  a  very  fnare. 
To  him  that  makes  it  his  life's  greateft  care 
To  be  a  public  pageant,  known  to  all, 
But  unacquainted  with  himfelf  doth  fa\\« 
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AND  THE  JVfOXrV^ES  TO  IT,  BOTrt   MORAL 

AND   DIVINE, 


PHIL.  IV.  U, 

rOR  I  HAVK  LEAUIfKD  IN  WHATSOKVPR  STATU  I  AM 
THEBIiWITil   TO  Bfi  CONTEMT, 

J.  MERE  are  fhrfe  excellent  rhtues  which  e!|)etially 
Teferto  our  condition  in  this  life,  and  much  conduce  to 
our  fafe  and  coiixfortable  paffage  through  it. 

!•  Equuiity  cf  MiJ^d^  or  Equanimity. 

5.  Ca.ienicdnejs. 

1 .  Equality  cf  Mind^  or  Equarimity^  is  thkt  Virtue 
which  refers  both  to  profperity  and  adverfity,  whereby 
in  all  conditions  of  that  Idnd  we  carry  an  even  and  equd 
temper,  neither  over  much  lifted  up  by  profperity,  nor 
over  much  depreficd  in  adverfity. 

2.  Pet  tern  €  properly  refers  to  caufes,  difeppoint^ 
ment,  afflictions,  and  adverfity,  whereby  we  carry  a. 
quitt  and  fubmiffive  mind,  without  murmuring,  paf- 
fion,  or  difccm.pofure  of  fpirit,  in  all  affliQions,  whether 
ficknefe,  lofs  of  friends,  poverty,  reproach,  difgrace,  or 
the  like. 

3.  Cohfent^ticf?^  "which  differs  from  equality  of  mind, 
becaufethat  refpcfts  as  well  profperity  as  adverfity,  this 
only  adverfity  j  and  in  fome  rdpefts  differs  alfo  from 

*  Contentment. 

patience 
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patience  (though  this  always  accompanies  it).  K  la 
the  extent  of  the  otj  £t,  for  patience  refpocts  all  Icinds 
cfaffiidion  ;  conieiitednefe.  in  propriety  of  fpecch,  re- 
lpe£ts  principally  the  afiliftion  of  want  or  poveny^  !>•  In 
the  a(3:  itielf,  fjr  patienc3^  in  prcrpriety  of  fpsech,  itn.- 
plies  only  z  quiet  compofed  toliradon  of  the  evils 
ofadverfity;  but  contentednefs  imports  fomewhat  more^ 
namely,  not  only  a  qoietnefs  of  ramd,  but  a  kind,  of 
ehe^rfol  free  fubmiffion  to  our.prefent  conditionf  of 
adva^fity,  a  ready  compliance  with  the  Divine  Pra- 
vidence.  and,  in  efF^ft,  a  choice  of  that  ftate  where- 
in  the  Divine  difpenlation  placeth  us^  as  well  as  in  bear- 

ipgit.  .  ,  . 

Thde,  though  they  may  in  ftridlnefs  give  a  difiinc-' 
tion  between  patience  and  contentation,  yet  we  muft 
obferve  that  contentation  is  never  without  patience, 
though  it  be  fcmetbing  more :  and  that  in  the  common 
acc2ptation  and  latitude  of  the  word,  Contentation  doth 
not  only  extend  to  the  condition  or  affliftion  of  poverty, 
but  even  to  all  other  outward  afiiiclions  reached  to  us 
Dy  the  inflifting  or  pemitting  hand  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence :  and  in  this  large  acceptation  I  fiiall  here  ap» 
ply  and  ufe  it. 

Content,  therefore,  in  its  large  acceptation,  is  not  only 
a  quiet  and  padent,  but  alfo  a  free  and  cheerful  clofirg 
with  the  eflate  and  condidon  of  life,  which  the  Divine 
difp  nfation  fhall  allot  unto  us,  whether  mean  or  poor, 
or  laborious  and  painful,  or  obfcure,  or  necefiitous-^  or 
lickly,  or  unhealthy,  or  withcur  friends,  or  vriih  fofs  or 
abfence  of  friends,  or  any  other  ftate  that  f2ems  unw 
grateful  to  our  natures  or  dHpofitions.  For  we  need  - 
not  apply  this  virtue  to  a  fiate  of  high  profpcrity  in  all 
things,  wherein,  (though  men  are  not  ordinarily  con- 
tented) yet  they  have  but  fmall  temptations  to  dif^ 
content  from  th^  Ihite  itfelf  wherein  they  arefo* 
•  1  his  leifon  of  contentation  was  iearnt  by  tb^-Apofile, 
which  imports  thefe  things :  I  /I  hat  it  i^  a  l^t-ou  that 
is  poffible  to  be  larned,  for  the  Apoftle  had  kani.d  it. 
2.  That  it  is  a  kflbn  that  requires  fomahing  of  in-- 

N  3  duilry 
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duftry  and  pains  to  acquire  it,  for  he  learned  it  before 
he  attained  it.  3.  That  it  is  a  leffon  that  deferves  the 
learning,  for  he  fpeaks  of  it  as  of  a  thing  of  moment 
and  great  ufe,  well  worth  the  pains  he  took  to  attain  it. 
And  the.  truth  is,  it  is  of  fo  great  importance  to  be 
learnt,  that  without  it  we  want  the  comfort  of  our 
lives ;  and  with  it  all  conditions  of  life  are  not  only  to- 
lerable, but  comfortable.  And  hence  it  is,  that  this 
excellent  Apoftle  doth  very  often  inculcate  and  prefs, 
and  commend  this  leffon  in  many  of  his .  epiftles.  - 
'  Godlinefs  with  contentment-  is  great  gain  ^*     '  Let 

*  your  converfadon  be  without  covetoufnefs,  aind  be 

*  content  with  fuch  things  as  ye  have;  for  hehathfaid,: 

*  I  will  not  leave  thee   nor  forfake  thee  2/     Again, 

*  And  having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therevidth' 

*  content  3.' 

I  fhall  therefore  fet  down  thofe  reafons  that  may  per- 
fuade  and  encourage  us  to  contentation  with  our  con- 
dition, and  likewife  to  patience  under  it  j  for  patience 
and  contentation  cannot  be  well  fevered.  And  the 
reafons  are  of  two  forts  ;  1.  Moral.  2.  Divine  and 
Evangelical.  Neither  fhall  I  decline  the  ufe  of  moral 
reafons,  confidering  how  far,  by  help  of  thefe,  many 
Heathens  (that  had  not  the  true  knowledge  of  God 
revealed  in  his  Word  and  Son)  advanced  in  the  prac- 
tice of  thefe  virtues.  The  Moral  Reafons  therefore  are 
thefe : 

1 .  Very  many  of  the  external  evils  we  fuffer  are 
of  our  own  choice  and  procurement^  tlie  fruits  of  our  own 
follies  and  inadvertence,  and  averfenefs  to  good  counfeL 
And  why  fhould  we  be  difcontented,  or  impatient  under 
thofe  evils  which  we  ourfelves  have  chofen,  or  repine 
becaufe  thefe  trees  bear  their  natural  fruit  ? 

2.  The  greatefl  part  of  evils  we  fuffer  are  of  that 
nature  and  kind,  that  are  not  in  our  power  either  to  pre- 
vent or  help  ; ,  Some  come  from  the  very  condition  of 
cur  nature,  as  ficknefs,  death  of  friends  ;  and  of  abfo* 
lute  neceffity,  the  more  relations  any  man  hath,  the 

'  I  Tim.  vi.  6.  • « lleb.  xiii.  5.  ^  1  Tim.  vi.  8. 
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more  evils  of  this  kind  he  may  fuflFer :  And  can  we 
reafonably  expeft  that  the  very  nature  of  things  ihould 
be  changed  to  pleafe  our  humours  ?  Again,  fome  come 
from  the  hands  of  men,  that,  may  be,  are  more  powerful, 
more  fubtle  and  malicious :  Why  fhould  we  difcon- 
tent  ourfelves,  or  be  impatient,  becaufe  others  are  too  . 
ftrong  for  us  ?  Others  again  come  by  occurrences  na- 
tural (though  difpofed  by  the  hand  of  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence) as  loffes  by  ftorms  and  tempefts,  by  unfeafon- 
able  weather,  by  intemperatenefs  of  the  air  or  meteors : 
Can  we  reafonably  expecl  that  the  Great  God  of  hea* 
ven  and  earth  (hould  alter  his  fettled  laws  of  nature 
for  the  convenience  of  every  fuch  little  worm  as  you 
or  I  am  ?  It  may  be  that  ftorm  or  intemperate  feafon, 
that  may  do  you  or  me  fome  prejudice,  may  do  others 
as  many  and  as  good,  or  it  may  be  more  and  better,  a 
benefit;  that  wind  that  ftrikes  my  fhip  againft  the 
rock,  may  fetch  off  two  or  more  from  the  fands.  Let 
us  be  content  therefore  to  fuffer  Almighty  God  to 
govern  the  world  according  to  his  wifdom,  and  not  our 
will,  though  it  may  be  a  particular  detriment  to  you  or 
to  me ;  or  if  we  repine  againft  it,  we  muft  not  think 
thereby  to  obtain  our  own  wills. 

3.  The  texture  and  frame  of  the  world  is  fuch,  that 
it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  if  Tome  be  rich  and 
powerful,  or  great,  or  honourable,  others  muft  be  poor, 
and  fubjeft,  and  ignoble.  If  all  were  equally  powerful, 
there  would  be  no  power  nor  government,  becaufeall 
would  be  equal:  if  all  were  equally  rich,  it  would  be 
but  only  nominally,  indeed  none  would  be  rich,  but 
all  would  be  poor,  there  could  be  no  artificers,  no  la- 
bourers, no  fervants.  Since  therefore  it  is  of  neccfBty, 
in  the  order  of  the  world,  that  fome  muft  be  poor,  or 
lefs  rich  or  powerful  than  others,  why  fliould  I  be  fo 
unreafonable,  or  unjuft,  to  defire  that  lot  of  poverty 
of  lownefs  of  condition  (hould  be  another's  and  not 
mine?  Or  why  fhould  not  I  be  contented  to  be  of  the 
lower  fort  of  men,  fince  the  order  of  thq  world  requires) 
that  fuch  fome  muft  be  ? 
-       .  N  4  4.  t.et 
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4.  Let  any  man  obferve  while  he  will,  he  ftall  find 
that  whatfoever  of  worldly  advantage^  any  man  doth 
mofl  plentifully  enjoy,  and  moft  men  moft  greedily 
defire,  of  neceffity  he  muft  thereby  have  more  cro£e$ 
and  wore  affiicHons.  A  man  defires  many  children^ 
friends,  relations ;  the  more  he  hath  of  thefe,  the  more 
mortal  dying  comforts  he  hath  ;  the  more  he  hath  that 
muft  be  fick,  and  fuffer  affliftion  and  die  ;  and  every 
one  of  thefe  afiliftions  or  loffes  in  a  man*s  relations 
are  fo  many  renewed  aflliflnons  and  crofles,  and  trou- 
bles to  himfelf.  A  man  defircs  wealtii,  and  hath  it } 
the  more  cares  and  fears  he  hath  ;  and  the  more  he 
hathi  the  more  he  hath  to  lofe,  and  of  neceflity  he 
muft  have  mere  lofies  the  more  he  hath  ;  as  he  that 
hath  a  ihoufand  fheep,  muft  in  probability  lofe  more 
in  a  year  than  he  that  hath  but  forty :  And  befides, 
wealth  is  ihe  common  mark  that  every  man  ftioots  at^ 
and  every  man  will  be  pulling  fomewhat  from  him  that 
hath  much,  becaufe  every  man  thinl^s  he  hath  enough 
for  others  as  well  as  hin.felf.  A  m?n  defires  honour^ 
power,  grandeur,  and  he  hath  it :  but  every  man  envies 
him  and  is  ready  to  unhorfe  him  ;  iuid  a  imall  negleft^ 
reproach  or  misfortune  fits  cloilr  to  juch  a  man,  than 
to  a  meaner  man  ;  and  tiie  more  of  honour  or  power 
he  hath,  the  more  of  fuch  breaches  he  fiiall  be  lure  to 
meet  with.  A  man  defires  long  life,  and  accordingly 
enjoys  it ;  but  in  the  trad  of  long  life,  a  man  is  fure 
to  meet  with  more  ficknefs,  more  crofles,  more  lofs  of 
friends  and  relations,  and  over-lives  the  greateft  part  of 
his  external  comforts,  and  in  old  age  becomes  his  own. 
burthen. 

5.  If  a  man  defires  much  wealth  or  power,  and  enw 
joys  it,  yet  it  is  certain  fo  much  the  more  hereof  he 
hath,  fo  n^uch  the  lefs  others  have  ;  for  he  hath  that 
which  might  oiherwife  be  divided  among  many: 
Why  therefore  ftiould  a  man  defire  it,  or  difcontent 
himfelf,  if  he  have  it  not,  fince  what  he  thus  enjoys  is 
with  another*s  detriment  and  lofs,  who  would  have  a 
ftiare  in  it,  if  he  had  it  not  alone  ?  And  why  fhould  I 
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*ovet  that,  or  be  difcontented  if  I  have  It  not,  fince  if  I 
lave  it,  I  fhall  procure  the  like  difcontent  in  others. 

6.  It  is  certain  in  the  courfe  of  the  worlds  there  are 
md  muft  be  a  greater  nimiber  of  crojfes  and  troubles^  and 
if^eater  moment  than  there  are  ot  external  comforts  ; 
lay,  there  is  fcarce  any  comfort  that  any  man  hath,  but 
[ike  Jonab^s  gourd,  it  hath  a  worm  growing  at  the  root, 
of  it,  which  doth  not  only  wither  the  comfort  Jtfelf,  but 
moft  times  creates  cfreatcr  i^roubleand  foiTow.  than  the 
comfort  it'elf  hath  ^ood  if  entirely  enjoyed.  A  man 
hath  marsy  children,  it  may  be  they  are  all  very  good 
and  hopeful,  yet  they  are  mortal,  and  if  they  die,  the 
death  of  fuch  a  child  is  fo  much  the  more  gri'^vous,  by 
how^  much  the  more  good  and  towardly  he  was.  But 
if  any  of  them  prove  vicious,  fooliih,  and  naught,  by 
how  much  a  ch.ild  is  nearer  than  a  ftranger,  by  fo  mijch 
the  more  his  vices  give  trouble,  forrow,  and  care  to  his 
parent :  So  that  in  aU  worldly  things,  the  ftock  of  trou- 
ble is  greater  three  to  one,  than  that  of  comforts  j  fo 
true  is  that  of  Jol\  a  man  is  born  to  troubles  as  thefparks 
fly  upward.  Why  therefore  (hould  a  man  fmk  into 
difcontent,  becaufe  the  world  doth  hixtfoliium  cbtinere  ', 
and  follow  its  own  natural  complexion  and  (late  ? 

7.  We  are  gLiurally  greatly  miftaken  in  the  nature  cf 
%ood  and  cvil^  aiul  have  not  the  true  meafures  of  it. 
That  is  truly  relativ^»ly  good  which  makes  a  man  the 
better,  and  that  tmly  evil  in  its  relative  nature,  which 
nakes  a  man  the  worfe.  If  profperity  and  fucceis 
make  me  thankful,  watchful,  charitable,  bL^ncficcnt ; 
then  is  profperity  good  to  me,  for  it  makes  me  better  ; 
but  if  it  make  me  proud,  haughty,  infolent,  domineer- 
ing, vain-glorious,  it  is  evil  to  me.  If  adveriuy  make 
me  clamorous,  murmuring,  envious,  fpiteful,  injuri- 
ous, then  it  is  evil  to  wvt  ;  but  if  it  makes  me  humble, 
fober,  pativjnt,  then  it  is  good  to  me.  And  let  any 
man  impartially  take  the  meafure  of  the  ver)"  fame 
man,  or  divers  men  in  each  condition,  he  Ihall  find  ten 
to  one  receive  more  mifchief  b^f^^^^rofperity  than  by  ad-* 

'  pursue  its  wonted  c6\irse. 
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verfity.  Why  fliould  I  then  not  content  myfelf  -with 
that  condition  which  is  more  fafe  to  me,  and  makes  me 
the  better  man,  though  not  the  richer  or  greater  ? 

8»  Which  is  but  a  farther  explication  of  what  is  faid 
next  before*  It  is  certain,  that  a  good  man  is  like 
the  elixir^  it  turns  iron  into  gold,  and  makes  the  ipoll 
four  condition  of  life  not  only  tolerable,  but  ufeful  and 
convenient.  If  I  be  fuch,  I  mould  and  frame  my  worft 
condition  into  a  condition  of  comfort  and  contentment 
by  my  patience  and  Contentation.  Why  fhould  I  then 
be  difcontented  with  my  condition,  fmce  by  the  grace 
of  God  I  am  able  to  make  it  what  I  pleafe  ?  If  I  can 
content  myfelf  with  the  good  temper  and  difpofition 
uf  my  own  heart  and  foul,  I  have  no  reafon  to  be  dif- 
contented with  my  condition ;  for  if  I  find  it  not  good, 
I  can  make  it  fuch  by  the  equality,  patience,  and  tern* 
per  of  my  own  mind :  And  that  the  mind  is  the  prin- 
cipal matter  in  Contentation  or  difcontent,  we  need  no 
other  inftance  than  that  of  Ahab  and  Haman ;  the  one  a 
great  king,  the  other  a  great  favourite  of  a  mighty  mo- 
narch, full  of  wealth  and  honour ;  yet  a  covetous  mind 
in. the  one  and  a  proud  mind  in  the  other,  made  the 
former  fick  for  a  little  fpot  of  ground,  and  the  latter 
grew  to  fo  high  a  degree  of  difcontent  for  want  of  the 
knee  of  a  poor  Jew,  that  it  withered  all  his  enjoy- 
ments ^ 

9.  Difcontent  and  impatience  gall  a  thoufand  times 
more  than  the  crofs  or  affii^iion  do.  We  owe  more 
of  the  evil  croffes,  troubles,  and  afHiSions,  to  the  un- 
quiet, reftlefs,  impatient  diftemper  of  our  mind,  than 
to  them.  We  are  like  men  in  a  fever,  that  infinitely 
increafe  their  heat  by  their  tofling  and  tumbling,  more 
than  if  they  lay  (till,  and  then  they  complain  of  the 
imeafinefs  of  their  bed :  Like  the  prophet's  wild  bull 
in  a  net,  we  entangle  and  tire  ourfclves  worfe  with  our 
ftruggling,  than  if  we  were  more  patient  and  flill ;  or 
like  the  fhip,  it  is  not  broken  by  the  rock,  but  by  it$ 
x)wn  violent  motion  aga^nft  it;  why  then  fliould  I  difcon- 

*  1  Kiug.  xxi.  5.    llest.  v.  13. 

tent. 


Of  Content ailon^  187 

tent,  and  difquiet  myfelf  with  my  condition,  when  I 
make  it  and  myfelf  thereby  worfe  and  more  uneafy  ? 

10.  As  my  difcontentednefs  and  unquietncfs  ren- 
ders my  condition  the  more  uneafy,  fo  they  no  way  am* 
duce  to  my  rejcue  from  it :  For  fince  I  cannot  be  fo 
brutifli  as  to  think  that  the  occurrences  which  befal 
men  are  without  a  divine  conduft,  fo  it  is  certain,  that 
all  his  difpenfations  are  wife  and  direfted  to  a  wife  end, 
and  even  afflidUons  themfelves  have  ji^eir  errand  and 
bufinefs  to  make  men  more  humSbtfej  watchful,  and 
confiderate.  If  I  correfl:  my  child  for  his  fault,  and 
he  continue  ftill  more  ftubborn,  I  fhall  correft  him 
longer,  till  he  return  to  his  fubmiffivenefs  and  duty. 
Why  then  fliould  I  difcontent  myfelf,  and  be  impatient 
under  my  alHidion,  when  it  is  not  only  vain  and  fruit- 
Jefs  thereby  to  expeft  deliverance,  but  in  all  probatiU 
lity  the  likeliefl  way  to  keep  me  ftill  under  it  ? 

1 1.  As  thus,  my  condition  is  not  amended,  but  made 
the  worfe,  more  fevere,  and  lafting  by  my  impatience 
and  difcpntent,  io 'patience  and  Contentation  will  give 
me  thefe  great  adv images :  1 . In  all  probability  they  will 
ihorten  my  affliaion^becaufe  they  have  obtained  their  ef- 
fect andendjandthemeflage  theybring  isduly  anfwered. 
2.  But  howfoever  it  will  make  it  infinitely  more  eafy, 
the  lefs  I  ftruggle  under  it.  3.  And,  which  is  the  bell 
of  all,  they  give  me  the  poffeffion  of  my  own  foul,  inter- 
nal peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  a  kind  and  cotfifort* 
able  ferenity  of  fpirit :  I  remain  mafter  of  my  paffionSt 
of  my  intelleftuals,  of  myfelf,  and  am  not  tranfported 
into  another  thing,  than  what  becomes  a  reafonable 
man  :  though  there  be  ftorms  and  tempefts  and  rolling 
feas  without  me,  yet  all  is  calm  and  quiet  within.  Con- 
tentation and  patience  render  my  outward  condition 
of  little  concernment  to  me,  fo  long  as  they  give  me  the 
opportunity  to  poffefs  and  enjoy  myfelf,  my  virtue  and 
goodnefs,  and  the  atteftation  of  a  good  confcience. 

12.  Though  I  want  fomewhat  that  others  have, 
yet  it  is  ten  to  one,  that  /  have  Jomeiuhat  that  many  as 
good,  if  not  better  want.     It  may  be  I  want  wealth, 
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yet  I  have  health  ;  it  may  be  I  want  health,  y^t  I  fiaw 
children  that  others  want.  I  will  leani  contentment 
by  confjdering  others  wants  and  my  enjoyments,  and 
not  i^arn  difcontent  from  o;heis  enjoyments  and  my 
own  wants* 

'1  hefe  be  the  moral  confiderations,  and  tvxxVf  they  be 
©f  great  weight,  moment^  and  ul'e  ;  and,  as  I  faid,  car^ 
lied  the  heathen  a  great  v.  ay  in  the  vinucs  of  Ccmten^r 
tation  and  patic^ice :  But  yet  they  oftentimes  failed, 
and  were  too  weaij?  to  compofe  the  miiid  under  a  (lonrt 
of  croffes,  loffcs,  and  afflictions ;  and  therefore  Al- 
mighty God  hath  furniflied  us  with  a  more  excellent 
uray,  which  lets  me  into  the  fecond  confideration, 
namely,  the  Divine  and  Evangelical  lelps  to  patience 
and  Con  ten  tation  :  1  heir  number  will  not  be  fa  many 
9S  the  former,  but  their  weight  and  efficacy  greater^ 
and  they  are  fuch  as  thefe : 

I*  The  worft  I  here  fufFer  is  le/s  than  ldefdrve\  and 
the  lead  that  I  enjoy  is  more  than  I  can  in  juftice  ex*r 
pefl:,  it  is  the  gift  and  bounty  of  God  :  I  have  thercr 
fore  rcafon  to  be  content  and  thankful  for  the  leaft 
mercy  ;  and  to  be  patient  and  qui^t  under  my  greateft 
evil. 

2.  There  is  no  afllidion,  crofs,  or  condition  of  life, 
but  is  reached  cut  to  us  //  om  the  hand  cr  permijicn  cf 
the  mcji  glcricits  Soi-erci^n  of  all  the  world,  to  whom 
we  owe  an  ii.finite  fubjedtion,  becaufe  we  have  our  ber- 
ing  from  him  :  and  therefore  it  is  but  jufl:  and  reafott-. 
able  for  us  to  content  ourfelvcs  with  what  he  is  pleafed 
thus  to  inflift :  And  the  greateft  crofs  or  affliction  of 
this  life,  is  not  anfwerablc  to  liis  bounty  and  ggodiiefe 
in  giving  us  a  being. 

3.  He  is  not  only  the  abfohite  Sovereign  of  us,  and 
all  the  world,  but  he  is  the  ii\o\xJHji  and  ii  ije  Governor 
of  it,  and  all  men,  and  all  the  dii'penfations  of  his  go- 
vernment are  direft^^d  to  moft  juft,  wife,  and  excellent 
ends :  And  therefore  we  have  all  imaginable  i:eafon; 
not  only  patiently  to  fubniit,  but  cheerfully  and  co»-« 
tentedly  to  bear  any  condition  that  he  difpenlltb,  and 
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^iTi  aniinpTicit  faith,  to  refign  our  wills  to  his,  as  b^- 
ing  affured  it  is  infinitely  more  wife  and  jufl  than  ours,  s 
Somerimes  they  are  the  afts  of  his  juftice  to  punifli  us 
for  fome  pad  offence,  bat  always  the  afts  of  his  wifdom 
<feither  to  try  us,  or  reclaim  us  to  prevent  us  from  worf6 
eyils;  or  to  amend  us,  to  make  us  more  humble^ 
Watchful,  dutiful,  circumfpeft ;  to  draw  us  off  frora 
fx)0  much  refling  on  the  world ;  to  make  us  bethink 
ourf elves  o!:'  our  duty,  and  returning  to  him  by  re- 
pentance, faith  and  obedience, 

4.  He  is  liot  only  a  wife  and  jail  governor,  but  a 
mcji  merciful  <ind  tender  Falhjr ;  and  one  that  out  of 
very  ^^thfulnefs,  love  and  goodneft,  correfts  us,  as  a 
father  doth  his  fon  he  entirely  loveth :  and  upon  this 
account  he  may  reft  affured,  1 .  That  he  never  afflifts, 
or  fends,  or  permits  any  crofs  to  fall  upon  us  but  it  is 
for  our  everlading,  and  many  times  for  our  temporal 
good :  2.  That  no  crofs  or  alBitlion  fliall  lie  longer  or 
heavier  upon  us,  than  is  conducible  to  our  good: 
S.  That  he  doth  and  will  always  fend  along  his  ftaff 
with  his  rod,  his  grace  with  his  affliftion,  to  tutor'  and 
inftruct  us,  to  fupport  and  comfort  us  ;  and  if  we  find 
not  this  fupport  in  our  greateft  affliftion  it  is  not  be- 
caufe  it  is  wanting  to  us,  but  becaufe  we  are  wanting  ta 
it,  to  lay  hold  upon  it,  and  improve  it. 

5.  For  our  farther  affarance  of  his  love  to  us,  and 
care  of  us.  we  have  the  word  of  the  great  Monarch  of 
the  World,  the  Mighty,  Faithful,  and  All-fufficient 
God.     ^  I  will  not  leave  thee,  norforfake  thee  ^' 

6-  He  hath  given  us  the  greateft  pledge  of  his  love 
and  goodnefs,  that  the  moft  doubting  or  craving 
heart  in  the  world  could  ever  defire  ;  his  Son  to  be  our 
facrifice :  and  how  ftiall  he  not  with  him  give  us  all 
things  needful,  ufeful  and  beneficial  ^  ? 

This  Son  of  his  he  made  the  Captain  of  our  Salva- 
tion, and  yet  he  made  him  a  man  of  forrows,  and  ac- 
quainted with  griefs,  and  made  perfeQ:  by  fuffer- 
ings  *.     And  this  Son  of  God  did  bear,  not  only  with 

*  Ileb.  xiii.  5.     '  Rgm.  viii.  32.     '  Isa.  lili.  S.     *  Heb.  ii.  9.  10. 
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patience,  but  with  refignation  and    Contentation  ojf 
mind  -:    '  Not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt  ^ :'    *  I  have 

*  a  baptifm  to  be  baptized  withal,   and  how  am  I 

*  ftraitencd  till  it  be  accomplifhed  2  ?'  And  when  all  was 
done,  Jefus^  that  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  an- 
gels, for  the  fuftering  of  death,  was  crowned  with 
glory   and  honour ;  '  That  he  by  the  grace   of  God 

*  fliould  tafte  death  for  every  man.  For  it  became  him, 

*  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things, 

*  in  bringing  many  fons  to  glory,  to  make  the  Captain 

*  of  their  Salvation,  perfcft  through  fufferings  3/ and- 
this  was  done,  (befides  that  expiatory  facrifice  thereby 
made  for  us)  for  thefe  admirable  ends.  1 .  That  we^ 
might  fee  before  us  the  ordmary  method  of  the  Divine- 
difpenfation,  his  own  Eternal  Son,  that  knew  no  fin, 
yet  was  made  a  man  of  forrow :  and  then,  why  fhould 
we,  poor  finful  men,  expe£t  to  be  exempted  and  privi- 
leged more  than  the  Eternal  Son,  in  whom  God  from 
Heaven,  proclaimed  himfelf  well  pleafed  ?  2.  That  we 
might  have  an  example  before  us :  He  that  is  made  the 
Captain  of  our  Salvation,  was  likewife  to  be  the  com- 
mon pattern  and  image,  whereunto  all  his  difciples  and 
followers  are  to  be  conformed,  both  paflively  and 
aftively :  he  was  exhibited  as  the  firft-born  among 
many  brethren  ;  the  common  image,  according  to 
which  all  his  difciples  and  followers  Ihould  be  con- 
formed-^^  As  he  was  made  perfeft  by  fufFerings,  fo 
muft  we ;  and  as  he  through  a  vale  of  fufFerings  paffed 
into  glory,  fo  muft  we  ;  that  if  we  fufter  with  him,  we 
may  be  glorified  with  him :  He  was  exhibited  as  the 
common  ftandard  and  pattern  of  a  Chriftian's  condition, 
in  the  loweft  eftate  that  can  befal  him  in  this  life :  and 
furely  we  hiive  reafon  to  be  contented  to  be  conformed, 
and  fubjcd  to  the  condition  of  the  Captain  of  our 
Salvation.  3.  That  as  he  was  thus  exhibited  as  a  paffive 
example  of  our  conformity,  fo  he  became  an  attive  ex- 
ample for  our  imitation ;  full  of  quietnefs,  compofed- 
nefs,  fubmiilion  patience,  and  Contentation,  to  give 

*  Mat.  xxvi.  ao.    *  Luke  ^ii.  *o.     "  lUb.  ii.  9.     *  Rom.  viiL  t9« 

US 
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us  an  example  *,  and  to  imprint  upon  \is  the  fametani. 

per  and  frame  of  mind  2,  that  whUft  we  behold  his  ex- 

^unple,  we  may,  by  a  fecret  fympathy,  be ,  transformed 

as  it  were,  into  the  fame  mould  and  image.  4.  That  we 

f;  might  have  this  great  pledge  and  affurance,  that  he  who 

once  lived  in  this  world,  and  had  experience  of  the 

difficulties  and  troubles  of  it,  and  is  now  tranflated  to 

the  right  hand  of  the  glorious  majefty  of  God,  and 

liadi  the  profped  of  all  our  wants,  and  needs,  and  for- 

•  rows,  and  troubles,  and  fufferings,  and  of  the  degrees 

of  llrength  we  have  to  bear  it,  and  hath  the  plenitude 

ofpowertofupport,  to ftrengthen and  deliver  us ;  Ilay 

trlisi  we  may  be  affured  that  he  is  a  merciful  and  faith- 

fill  High-prieft,  fenfible  and  compafTionate  of  our  con- 

-dition ;    *  For  in  that  he  himfelf  hath  fuffered  being 

*  tempted,    he  is    able    to   fuccour  them    that  are 

*  tempted^/ 

Thus  it  hath  pleafed  the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God, 
'(whoknows  our  frame,  and  coniiders  that  we  are  but 
duft)  to  ufe  as  much  indulgence  and  compliance  as  is 
F>oflible  for  a  moft  tender  father  to  his  weak  and  fro- 
Ward  children ;  that  fince  he  knows  afflidion  and  crofles 
^re  as  neceflary  for  us  as  the  very  beft  of  all  our  blef- 
fings,  yet  he  gives  us  all  the  helps  and  fupplies  that  are 
■  toiaginable,  with  the  greateft  fuitablenefs  to  our  nature 
to  make  them  eafy,  fupportable,  and  profitable  ;  and  to 
oear  us  up  to  bear  them  with  the  greateft  patience  and 
Contentation.     We  cannot  be  without  them,  for  then 

*  ^e  are  very  apt  to  grow  proud  and  fecure,  fclf-con- 
<^eited,  infolent,  to  fet  up  our  reft,  and  be  building  of 
^bemacles  here,  to  dread  and  fear  death  beyond  all 
n\eafure  and  order,  and  to  be  utterly  unprovided  for  it, 
^o  be  defirous  to  take  our  portion  in  this  life,  and  to 
^^^>ake  our  heaven  on  this  fide  death  ;  as  the  two  tribes 
defired  their  lot  on  this  fide  Jordan^  bccaufe  tlioy 
*^Ound  it  convenient'^.  And  though  we  cannot  well  be 
J^ithout  them,  yet  we  ftand  in  need  of  daily  helps  to 
"ear  them  patiently,  contentedly  and  profitably ;  and 

^  Pet.  ii.  21.  «  Phil.  ii.  6.  =^  rieb.  ii  IS.         *Num,  3.3. 

we 
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we  are  accordingly,  by  the  Divine  goodnefs,  fiirniffied 
with  helps  fuitable  to  our  condition  and  frame. 

As  all  the  affliciions5'croires,  and  troubles  in  this 
life  are  managed  by  the  wife  providence  and  govern- 
ment of  the  moit  wife  and  merdfiil  God,  and  have 
their  voice,  errand,  and  meiTagefrom  him  to  us,  (bear 
the  rod^  and  him  that  hath  appointed  it)  fo  he  hath 
given  us  the  ineftimable  Jewel  of  his  word  to  expound 
and  unriddle  what  he  means  by  them,  and  to  inftrufl: 
us  how  to  carry  ourfijlves  under  them ;  how  to  im- 
prove them  all  for  our  fpiritual  and  everlafting  good  ; 
how  With  patience  and  cheerfulnefs  to  undergo  them ; 
how  to  be  drawii  the  nearer  to  God  by  them.  And  to 
this  end  he  hath  given  us  mod  divine  and  wife  counfeh 
touching  them  ;  great  aflTurance  of  his  love,  goodnefs, 
and  the  light  of  his  countenance  to  carry  and  conduft 
us  with  comfort  and  depemlance  upon  him  in  them,  and 
hath  given  us  admirable  examples^  which  are  ibmany 
commentaries  and  expofitions  upd^:  them,  and  fb  (hew 
us  vvrhat  he  means  and  intends  in  them  and  by  them : 
As  the  examples  of  the  Jewijlj  church  and  people ; 
the  examples  of  his  beft  faints  and  fervants,  and  their 
fufierings  and  the  rvalons  of  them,  and  their  deportment 
under  them,  and  wherein  they  failed,  and  wherein  they 
benefited  by  them :  as  Abraham^  Job^  Mojes^  Davidy 
Hezekiah^  Jojiah^  and  all  the  apoftles  and  primitive 
ChriiHans  ;  In  whom  wemav  with  preat  clearnefs  and 
fatisiuction  obferve  how  much  advantage  they  got  by 
their  afflidlions  ;  what  lolTcs  they  were  at  by  their  pee- 
vifhnefs,  frowardnefs  and  difcontent  with  their  affiled 
conditions  :  wh:it  comfort,  fatisfaftion,  and  benefit  they 
attained  by  their  patience,  quietnefs,  equality  of  mind, 
voluntaiy  fubmiiiion  to  the  Divine  Providence,  ^nd 
Contentation  with  their  eftates^  though  never  fo  trouble- 
fomo  and  uneafy. 

But  above  all,  the  bountiful  God  hath  brought  l^e 
and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gofpel :  he  hath' 
givt'U  us  the  cleareTt  conviftion  imaginable  that  this 
world,  and  our  life  in  it,  is  not  our  principal  end  and 

fcope. 
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fcope,  but  the  place  of  our  pilgrimage,  at  beft  our 
inn,  not  our  home ;  our  place  of  trial  and  preparation 
for  a  better  ftate  :  He  hath  fhewed  us  that  it  is  but  our 
paffage,  and  fuch  a  paflage  as  muft  and  fhall  be  accom- 
panied with  affliOions,  and  it  may  be  with  perfecution 
by  evil  men,  evil  angels,  evil  occurrences  ;  that  it  is  the 
place  of  our  warfare ;  a  troublefome  and  tumultuous 
ftormy  fea,  through  which  we  muft  pafs  before  we 
come  to  our  haven  :  that  our  country,  oGr  home, 
our  place  of  reft  and  happinefs,  lies  on  the  other  fide  of 
death,  where  there  fhall  be  no  forrow,  nor  trouble,  nor 
fears,  nor  dangers,  nor  afBiftions,  nor  tears,  but  a  place 
of  eternal  and  unchangeable  comfort,  fulnefs  of  moft 
pure  and  uninterrupted  pleafures,  and  that  for  ever- 
more ;  that  through  many  tribulations  and  affliftions 
we  muft  enter  into  that  kingdom,  as  his  ancient  people 
entered  into  their  Canaan  through  a  red  fea,  a  tirefome 
and  barren  wildemefs,  fiery  ferpents,  wants,  enemies, 
and  uninterruptt  x  dangers  and  difficulties :  that  '  our 

*  light  affliftions,  which  are  here  but  for  a  moment, 

*  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 

*  of  glory  1.*  Our  affliftions  and  inconveniencies  in  this 
world,  1.  Are  light  in  comparifon  of  that  exceeding, 
far  more  exceeding  weight  of  glory  :  2.  As  they  are 
but  light,  fo  being  compared  with  that  eternal  weight 
of  glory,  they  are  but  for  a  moment :  The  longeft 
life  we  here  live  is  not  ordinarily  above  threelbore  and 
ten  years,  and  though  the  more  troublefome  and  uneafy 
that  life  is,  the  longer  it  feems,  yet  compared  with  the 
infinite  abyfs  of  eternity,  it  is  but  a  moment,  yea  lefs 
than  a  moment,  if  lefs  can  be,  yet  fuch  is  the  longeft 
ftay  in  this  life  if  compared  with  eternity. 

And  the  gracious  God  hath  prefented  this  greateft 
and  moft  important  truth  to  us,  with  the  greateft 
evidence  and  ajfurance  that  the  moft  defponding  and 
fufpicious  foul  can  defire.  1 .  He  hath  given  his  own 
word  of  truth  to  affure  us  of  it.  2.  He  hath  given 
his  own  fon  to  feal  it  unto  us,  by  the  moft  powerful 

]  2  Cor.  iv.   17. 
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and  convincing  evidence  imaginable ;  by  his  miifion 
from  heaven  on  purpofe  to  tell  us  it ;  by  his  miracles  ; 
by  atteftations  from  heaven ;  by  the  laying  down  his 
own  life  in  vritnefs  of  it ;  by  his  refurredlion  and  afcen- 
fioii ;  by  the  miraculous  miffion  of  his  holy  fpirit  vifibly 
and  audibly.  Again,  3.  He  hath  confirmed  it  to  us, 
by  the  dodrine  and  miracles  of  his  apoftles,  by  their 
death  and  martyrdom,  as  a  v^tncfe  of  the  truth  they 
taught ;  by  the  numerous  converts  and  primitive  chrif- 
tians,  and  godly  martyrs,  who  all  lived  and  died  in 
this  faith,  and  for  it ;  who  made  it  their  choice  rather 
to  fuffer  affliftions  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to 
enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  a  fealbn,  declaring  plainly 
that  they  fought  a  better  city  and  country,  that  is,  a 
heavenly '  ;  and  this  country,  and  this  city  they  had 
in  their  eye,  even  while  they  lived  in  this  troublefome 
world  :  And  this  profpefl:,  this  hope  and  expeftation, 
rendered  this  lower  world  of  no  great  value  to  them ; 
the  pleafures  thereof  they  efteemed  but  low  and  little, 
and  the  troubles  and  uneafinefs  thereof  they  did  un- 
dergo patiently,  cheerfully,  and  contentedly ;  for  they 
looked  beyond  them,  and  placed  their  hopes,  their 
treafure,  their  comfort,  above  them.  And  even  whilft 
they  were  in  this  life,  yet  they  did  by  their  faith  and 
hope  anticipate  their  own  happinefs,  and  enjoyed  by 
faith,  even  before  thev  aftually  poffeffed  it  by  fruition  ; 
for  '  Faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for^,'  and 
makes  thofe  things  prefent,  by  the  firmnefs  of  a  found 
perfuafion,  which  are  in  themfelves  future  and  to  come. 
And  this  is  that  which  will  have  the  fame  effeft  with 
us,  if  we  live  and  believe  as  they  did,  and  be  but  firmly 
and  foundly  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  thus 
admirably  confirmed  unto  us  :     *  This  is  the  victory 

*  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith  3.'     *  The 

*  juft  fliall  live  by  faith 4.'  We  live  by  faith,  and  not 
by  fight ;  and  excellent  is  that  paffage  to  this  pur- 
pofe :     '  For  which  caufe  we  faint  not,  but  though 

'  Hcb.  xi.  15,  «5.        «  Heb.  xi.        '  Hcb.  x,  38.        'a  Cor.  v.  7- 

*  our 
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^  our  outward  man  perifli,  yet  our  inward  man  is  re-^ 

*  newed  day  by  day.     For  our  light  affliftion,  which  is 

*  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 

*  ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.     While  we  look 

*  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen,  but  at  the  things 

*  which  are  not  feen  ;  for  the  things  which  are  feen  are 

*  temporal,  but  the  things   which  are  not  feen,  are 

*  eternal '/ 

And  therefore,  if  we  do  but  ferioufly  believe  the 
truth  of  the  Gofpel,  the  truth  of  the  life  to  come,  the 
beft  external  things  of  this  world  will  feem  but  of  fmall 
moment  to  take  up  the  choiceft  of  our  defires  or  hopes, 
and  the  worft  things  this  world  can  inffifl:  will  appear 
too  light  to  provoke  us  to  impatience  or  difcontent. 
He  that  hath  but  heaven  and  everlafting  glory  in  pro- 
fpeft,  and  a  firm  expectation,  will  have  a  mind  full  of 
Contentation  in  the  midft  of  the  loweft  and  darkeft 
condition  here  on  earth.  Impatience  and  difcontent 
never  can  (lay  lon^  with  us,  if  we  awake  our  minds, 
and  fummon  up  our  faith  and  hope  in  that  life  and 
happinefs  to  come*  Sudden  paffions  of  impatience  and 
difcontent,  may,  like  clouds,  arife  and  trouble  us  for 
a  while,  but  this  faith,  and  this  hope  rooted  in  the 
heart,  if  ftirred  up,  will,  like  the  fun,  fcatter  and  dif- " 
pel  them,  and  caufe  the  light  of  patience,  Contentation, 
and  comfort,  to  fhine  through  them. 

And  as  we  have  this  hope  of  immortality  and  bleffed- 
nefs  fet  before  us,  fo  the  means  and  way  to  attain  it  is 
eafy  and  open  to  all ;  no  perfon  is  excluded  from  it, 
that  wilfully  excludes  not  himfelf.  '  Ho  every  one 
'  that  thirflieth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  h^th 

*  no  money;  come  ye,  buy  ?ind  eat  without  money  and 

*  without  price  2.'     <  Whofoever  will,  let  him  take  of 

*  the  waters  of  life  freely  3.'     «  Come  unto  me  all  ye 

*  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
'  reft  4.*  The  way  to  everlafting  happinefs,  and  confe- 
quently  to  Contentation  here,  is  laid  open  to  all.  It 
was  the  great  reafon  why  God  made  mankind,  to  com- 

*  SCor.i  y.  i6,  17,  18.    « Is4.  li.  1.     'Rev.  xxU.  17.  *  Matth.  xi.  28. 
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municate  everlafting  happinefs  to  them ;  and  when  they 
wilfully  threw  away  that  happinefs,  it  was  the  end  why 
he  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  to  reftore  mankind  unto 
it.  And  as  the  \yay  is  open  to  all,  fo  it  is  eafy  to  all ; 
his  yoke  is  eafy  and  his  burden  light.  The  terms  of 
attaining  happinefs,  if  fmcerely  endeavoured,  are  eafy 
to  be  performed,  by  virtue  of  that  grace  that  Almighty 
God  affords  to  all  men,  that  do  not  wilfully  rejeft  it : 
namely,  to  believe  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  fo  admi- 
rably confirmed  ;  and  fmcerely  to  endeavour  to  obey 
the  precepts  thereof,  which  are  both  juft  and  reafon- 
able,  highly  conducing  to  our  Contentation  in  this  life, 
and  confummating  our  happinefs  in  the  life  to  come  : 
and  for  our  encouragement  in  this  obedience,  we  are  fure 
to  have,  if  we  defire  it,  the  fpecial  grace  of  the  bleffed 
Spirit  to  affift  us,  and  a  merciful  Father  to  accept  of  our 
fmcerity,  and  a  gracious  Saviour  to  pardon  our  failings 
and  deficiencies.  So  that  the  w'^y  to  attain  Contenta- 
tion in  this  life,  and  happinefs  in  the  life  to  come,  as  it 
is  plain  and  certain,  fo  it  is  open  and  free,  none  is  ex- 
cluded from  it,  but  it  is  free  and  opeh  to  all  that  are 
but  willing  to  ufe  thefe  means  to  attain  it. 

And  I  fhall  wind  up  all  this  long  difcourfe  touching 
Contentation  with  this  plain  and  ordinary  inftance.  I 
have  before  faid  that  our  home,  our  country,  is  heaven 
and  everlafting  happinefs,  where  there  are  no  forrows, 
nor  fears,  nor  troubles ;  that  this  world  is  the  place  of 
our  travel,  and  pilgrimage,  and  at  the  beft  our  inn. 
Now  when  I  am  in  my  journey,  I  meet  with  feveral 
inconveniencies ;  it  may  be  the  way  is  bad  and  foul, 
the  v/eather  tempeftuous  and  ftormy  ;  it  may  be  I 
meet  with  fome  rough  companions,  that  either  turn 
nae  out  of  my  way,  or  all  dafh  and  dirt  me  in  it,  yet  I 
content  myfelf,  for  all  will  be  mended  when  I  come 
home :  But  if  I  chance  to  lodge  at  my  inn,  there  it 
may  be  I  meet  with  bad  entertainment,  the  inn  is  full 
of  guefts,  and  I  am  thruft  into  an  inconvenient  lodging, 
or  ill  diet ;  yet  I  content  myfelf,  and  confider  it  is  no 
other  than  what  I  have  reafon  to  expefl:  j  it  is  but  ac- 
cording 
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coriding  to  the  common  condition  of  things  in  that 
place  ;  neither  am  I  folicitous  to  furnifh  my  lodgings 
with  better  accommodations,  for  I  mufl:  not  expeft  to 
make  long  (lay  there,  it  is  but  my  inn,  my  place  of  re- 
pofe  for  a  night,  and  not  my  home  ;  and  therefore  I 
content  myfelf  with  it  as  I  find  it,  all  will  be  amended 
when  I  come  home.  In  the  fame  manner  it  is  with 
this  world  ;  perchance  I  meet  with  an  ill  and  uncom- 
fortable paflage  through  it  ;  I  have  a  fickly  body,  a 
narrow  eftate,  meet  with  affronts  and  difgraces,  lofe 
my  friends,  companions  and  Velations ;  my  beft  enter- 
tainment in  it  is  but  troublefome  and  uneafy ;  but  yet 
I  do  content  myfelf ;  I  confid^r  it  is  but  my  pilgrimage, 
my  paffage,  my  inn  ;  it  is  hot  my  country,  nor  the 
place  of  my  reft :  This  kittd;  of  ufage  or  condition  is 
but  according  to  the  law  and  cuftom  of  the  place,  it 
will  be  amended  when  I  come  home,  for  in  my  Father's 
houfe  there  are  manfions,  many  manfions  inftead  of 
my  inn,  and  my  Saviour  himfelf  hath  not  difdained  to 
be  my  harbinger  ;  he  is  gone  thither  before  me,  and 
gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  me*,  I  will  therefoi*e  quiet 
land  content  myfelf  with  the  inconveniencies  of  my 
ihort  journey,  for  my  accommodations  will  be  ad- 
mirable when  I  come  to  my  home,  that  heavenly 
Jerujalem^  which  is  the  place  of  my  reft  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

But  yet  we  muft  withal  remember,  that 'though 
heaven  is  our  home,  the  place  of  our  reft  and  happinefs, 
yet  this  world  is  a  place  for  our  duty  and  employment, 
and  we  mull  ufe  all  hoaeft  and  lawful  means  to  pre- 
ferve  our  lives  and  our  comforts  by  ourhoneft  care 
and  diligence.  As  it  is  our  duty  to  wait  the  time  till 
bur  Lord  and  Mafter  callsy  fo  it  is  part  of  our  talk  in 
this  world  given  us  by  the  great  Mafter  of  the  family 
of  heaven  and  earth,  to  be  employed  foi*  ^he  temporal 
good  of  ourfelves  and  others.  It  is' indeed  our  prin- 
cipal bufinefs  to  fit  ourfelves  for  our  everlafting  home, 
and  to  think  of  it ;  but  it  is  a  part  of  out  diitj'  ahd  adt  • 
of  obedience,  while  we  are  here,  to  employ  durfelves 

o  3  with 
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with  honefty  and  diligence  in  our  temporal  employ*^ 
inents :  Though  we  are  not  to  fet  our  hearts  upon  th^ 
conveniencies  of  this  life,  yet  we  are  not  to  rejeft  them^ 
but  to  ufe  them  thankfully  and  foberly ;  for  they  are 
bleiGngs  that  deferve  ourgratitude,  though  they  ought 
not  entirely  to  take  up  our  hearts.  Again,  though 
croffes  and  afHiftions  muft  be  the  exercife  of  our 
patience,  we  muft  not  wilfully  choofe  them,  nor  run 
into  them.  Let  God  be  ftill  the  Mafter  of  his  own 
difpenfation,  for  he  is  wife,  and  knows  what  is  fit  for 
us,  when  we  know  not  what  is  fo  fit  for  ourfelves. 
When  he  fends  them,  or  permits  them,  our  duty  is 
patience  and  Contentation,  but  commonly  our  own 
choice  is  headftrong  and  foolifh. 

It  was  the  error  of  many  new  converts  to  chriftianity^ 

that  they  thought,   that  when  heaven  and  heavenly* 

mindedaefs  was  preffed,  that  prefently  they  muft  caft 

oflF  all  care  of  the  world,  defert  their  callings,  an4 

bufily  and  unneceflarily  thruft  themfelves  into  dangers^ 

that  fo  they  might  be  quit  of  all  worldly  care  and  bu* 

finefs,  and  of  life  itfelf.     This  the  Apoftles  frequently 

remove,  and  fhew  the  error  of  it,  and  that  juftly ;  for 

the  truth  of  it  is,  our  continuance  in  this  life,  and  in 

our  honeft  employments  and  callings,  our  thankful  ufe 

of  external  bleffings  here,  and  our  honeft  endeavours 

jbr  them,  the  endeavour  to  do  good  in  our  places,  fo 

long  as  we  continue  in  them ;    our  prudent  prevention 

of  external  evils,  are  part  of  that  obedience  we  owe  to 

our  Maker,  and  part  of  that  exercife  or  talk  that  is 

giyen  us  by  him  to  perform  in  this  life';  and  our  chea:- 

ml,  faithfiil,  diligent,  converfation  herein,  is  fo  far  from 

being  incompatible  to  Chriftianity,  that  it  is  part  of  our 

Chnftian  duty,  and  of  that  fervice  we  owe  to  our 

Maker ;    and  it  is  indeed  the  exercife  of  our  patience^ 

and  the  evidence  of  a  contented  mind :  For  whofoever 

grows  fo  weary  of  the  world,  that  prefently,  with  fro- 

ward  Jonah  he  wifheth  to  die,  or  throws  off  all,  it  is  a 

fign  of  want  of  that  Contentation  that  is  here  com- 

xnended :  becaufe  true  Contentation  confifts  in  a  cheeir-; 

ful 
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ful  and  ready  compliance  with  the  will  of  God,  and  not 
m  a  froward  preference  of  our  own  will  or  choice.  It  was 
part  of  our  Saviour's  excellent  prayer,  for  his  difciples, 
*  I|pray  notthat  thou  fliouldfttake  them^out  of  the  world, 
'  but  that  thou  ihouldft  keep  them  from  the  eviP.' 

The  bufmefs  therefore  of  thefe  papers  is  to  let  you 
fee  what  are  the  helps  to  attain  patience  and  Contenta- 
tion  in  this  world,  that  our  paffage  through  it  may  be 
fefe  and  comfortable,  and  agreeable  to  the  will  of 
God,  aiid  to  remedy  that  impatience  and  difcontent 
which  is  ordinarily  found  among  men ;  to  teach  men 
how  to  amend  their  lives,  inftead  of  being  weary  of 
them ;  and  to  make  the  worft  conditions  in  the  worlcj 
tafy  and  comfortable,  by  making  the  mind  quiet, 
patient,  and  thankful.  For  'tis  the  difcontented  and 
impatient  mind  that  truly  makes  the  world  much  more 
uneafy  than  it  is  in  itfelf. 

^  John  xvii.  15. 
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OF 

AFFLICTIONS; 

THE  BEST  PREPARATION  FOR  THEM, 
AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THEM, 

AND  OP 

OUR  DELIVERY  OUT  OF  THEM. 


JOB  V.  6,  7. 

ALTUOVGH    AFFLICTION    COMETH     NOT    FORTH    OF 
,   THE  DUST,  NEITHER  DOTH  TROUBLE  SPRING  OUT 
OF  THE  GROUND: 

YET  MAN  IS  BORN    UNTO  TROUBLE^    AS    THE  SPARKS 
FLY  UPWARD. 

Job's  friends,  though  in  the  particular  cafe  of  Job 
they  were  miftakeii,  yet  they  were  certainly  very  wife, 
godly,  and  obferving  men ;  and  many  of  their  fen- 
tences  were  full  of  excellent  and  ufeful  truths,  and 
particularly  this  fpeech  of  Elipbaz^  which  importeth 
thefe  two  ufeful  propofitions : 

1.  That  the  general  flat  e  of  Man  in  this  World^  is  a 
Jlaie  of  trouble  and  AffliSiion  ;  and  it  is  fo  common  to 
him,  fo  incident  to  all  degrees  and  conditions  of 
mankind,  that  it  feems  almoft  as  univerfal,  as  that 
natural  propenfion  in  the  fparks  to  fly  upwards ;  no 
perfon  of  whatfoever  age,  fex,  condition,  degree, 
quality,  profefTion,  but  hath  a  part  of  this  common 
ftate  of  mankind ;  and  although  fome  feem  to  have  a 
greater  portion  of  it  than  others,  fome  feem  to  have 
greater  and  longer  vicifTitudes  and  intermiflions  and 
allays  thereof  than  others,  yet  none  are  totally  exempt 
from  it ;  yea,  it  is  rare  to  find  any  man,  that  hath  had 
the  ordinary  extent  of  the  age  of  man,  but  his 
troubles,  crofles,  calamities,  affliftions,  have  over- 
weighed  and  exceeded  the  meafure  of  his  comforts  and 
contentments  in  this  life.  2.  That 


.Of  Jfflimons.  201 

2.  That  yet  tho/e  j^ffliffions  and  troubles  do  neither 
grow  up  by  a  certain  regular  and  conftant  courfe  of 
nature,  as  plants  and  vegetables  do  out  of  the  ground ; 
neither  are  they  mere  accidental  and  cafual,  but  they 
are/ent^  dfpofed^  direifedy  and  managed  by  the  conduft 
and  guidance  of  the  moft  wife  Providence  of  Almighty 
God:    and  this  he  proveth  in  the  fequel  of  the  chapter. 
And   as  in  all  things  in  nature,   the  moft  wife  God 
doth  nothing  at  random,  or   at   a  venture,   fo  in  this 
part  of  his  providential  difpenfation  towards  mankind, 
he  doth  exercife  the  fame,  with  excellent  wifdom,  and 
for  excellent  ends ;  even  for  the  very  good  and  advan- 
tage of  mankind  in  general,  and  particularly  of  thofe 
very  perfons  that  feem  moft  to  fuffer  and  be  afflifted 
by  them ;  fometimes  to  punifh,  fometimes  to  correQ:, 
fometimes  to  prevent,  fometimes  to  heal,  fometimes 
to  prepare,  fometimes  to  humble,   always  to  inftruft, 
and  teach,  and  better  the  children  of  men. 

And  indeed,  if  there  were  no  pther  end  but  thefe 
,  that  follow,  this/eejning  fharp  J^r evidence  of  Almighty 
God  wo\i\d  he  highly  jt^ifed:  namely,  firft,  To  keep 
men  humble  and  difciplinable.  Man  is  a  proud,  vain 
creature ;  and  were  that  humour  conftantly  fed  with 
profperity  and  fuccefs,  it  would  ftrangely  puff  up  this 
vain  humour:  Affliftions  and  troubles  are  the  ex- 
cellent and  neceflary  corredives  of  it,  and  prick  this 
iwelling  impoftumation  of  pride  and  haughtinefs, 
which  would  otherwife  render  men  intolerable  in 
themfelves  and  one  to  another.  Secondly,  To  bring 
mankind  to  recognife  Almighty  God,  to  feek  unto 
him,  to  depend  upon  him  ;  this  is  the  moft  natural 
and  fpecial  effeft  of  Affliftions,  *  In  their  Affliftions 
•they  will  feek  me  early M'  '^The  rough  and  ftubbom 
tnariners  in  a  rtorm,  will  cry  every  one  to  his  God  -• 
Thirdly,  To  tutor  and  difcipline  the  children  of  men 
ih  this  great  leffon,  that  their  happinefs  lies  not  in 
this  world,  but  ill  a  better ;  and  by  this  means,  even  by 
the  croffes  and  vexations  and  troubles  of  this  world, 

'  Hos.v.  15.      -      '  "» Jonah  i/ 

"  '  '  and 
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and  by  thefe  phin  and  fenfible  dociuments,  to  carry 
mankind  up  to  the  end  of  their  beings.  God  knows 
thofe  few  and  little  comforts  of  this  life,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  troubles  and  croffes  with  which  they  are  in- 
terlarded, are  apt  to  keep  the  hearts,  even  of  good  men^ 
in  too  great  love  of  this  world.  What  would  become 
of  us,  if  our  whole  lives  here  fhould  be  altogether 
profperous  and  contenting,  without  the  intermixture 
of  croffes  and  Affliftions  ?  But  of  thefe  things  more 
hereafter. 

Now  fince  the  ftate  of  mankind  in  this  world  is  for 
the  moft  part  thus  cloudy  and  ftormy,  and  that  ordi- 
narily we  can  expeft  it  to  be  no  otherwife,  there  are 
thefe  confiderations  which  become  every  wife  and  good 
mind  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  : 

1 .  What  preparation  is  fit  to  be  made  by  every  man 
before  they  come. 

2.  How  they  are  to  be  received,  and  entertained,  arid 
improved,  when  they  come,  and  while  they  are  in- 
cumbent. 

S.  What  is  the  befl  and  fafeft  temper  of  mind  when  any 
of  them  are  removed. 

1.  Touching  the  firft  of  thefe,  namely,  preparation 
before  they  come  ;  and  the  befl  preparatives  feem  to 
be  thefe : 

1.  A  right  and  found  convi£tion,  and  conjidcration 
of  this  moft  certain  experimental  truth ;  namely,  That 
no  man  whatfoever,  how  good,  juft,  pious,  wife  foever, 
can  by  any  means  expeft  to  be  exempt  from  than, 
but  muft  be  more  or  lefs  fubjeit  to  Afflidion,  of  one 
kind  or  other,  at  one  time  or  another,  in  one  meafure 
or  another ;  for  man  is  certainly  bom  to  trouble,  as 
the  fparks  fly  upward.  And  this  certain  truth  will 
be  evident,  if  we  conlider  the  fever al  kinds  of  AflfliOion 
that  are  common  to  mankind :  And  herein  I  {hall 
forbear  the  inftances  which  concern  our  childhood  an4 
youth  as  fuch,  which  yet  notwithftanding  are  fubje^ 
to  AfHiOions,  that  though  they  feem  not  fuch  to  men  of 

riper 
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riper  years,  yet  are  as  real  and  pungent,  and  deeply 
and  fenfibly  grievous  to  them,  as  thofe  that  feem  of 
greater  moment  to  men  of  riper  years :  But  I  fliall  apr 
ply  myfelf  to  thofe  inftances  which  are  more  evident, 
aoud  of  which  thofe  that  have  the  exercife  of  their  rea- 
fan  may  be  more  capable. 

«  Afiliftions  feem  to  be  of  two  kinds :  1 .  Such  as  are 
common  calamities,  befalling  a  nation,  city,  or  fociety, 
of  men :  2.  Or  more  perfonal,  that  concern  a  man  in 
his  particular* 

1.  Touching  the  fonner  of  thefe,  namely,  common 
€alamUieSy  fuch  as  wai^,  devaftations,  famines,  peiH- 
lences,  fpreading  contagions,  epidemical  difeafes,  great 
ccmflagr^ons :  experience  tells  us,  and  daily  lets  us 
fee,  that  they  involve  in  their  extent  the  generality  of 
metij  good  2Xid,  bad^]\&  and  unjuit,  pious  and.prophane ; 
and  although  the  gracious  God  is  fometimes  pleafedj 
for  ends  beft  known  to  himfelf,  ftrangely  to  preferve 
and  refeue,  as  it  were,  fome  out  of  a  common  calamity, 
yet  it  is  that  which  I  do  not  know  how  any  man  can 
promife  himfelf,  though  otherwife  never  fo  pious  and 
juft,  becaufe  I  find  not  that  any  where  under  the  Evan- 
gelical difpenfation  God  Almighty  hath  promifed  to 
any  perfon  any   fuch  immunity ;    and  common  ex- 
perience (hews  us,  that  good  and  bad  are  ofjtentimes 
involved  in  the  effeds  and  exti-emities  of  the  fame  com- 
mon calamity.  And  indeed  it  would  be  little  lefs  thaft 
a  miracle,  and  fomewhat  above  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
the  Ahnighty's  regiment  of  things,  to  give  particular 
exception  in  fuch  cafes.     If  a  man  receive  any  fuch 
biefling  from  God,  he  is  bound  eminently  to  acknow- 
ledge it  as  a  fignal,  if  not  miraculous  intervention  of 
the  Divine  Mei-cy,  but  it  is  not  that  which  a  man  can 
reafonably  exped  ;  becaufe,  although  upon  great  and 
momentous  occafions  Almighty  God  is  pleafed  not  only 
to  give  out  miracles,  but  even  to  promife  them  ajfo, 
a^,ia  the  juftifying  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  in^th.e 
firft  publication  thereof,  yet  it  is  not  equal  for  any  par- 
ticular perfon  to  fuppofe,  that*  for  the  prefervation  of  a 

particular 
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particular  intereft  or  concernment,  God  Almighty 
fliould  be,  as  it  were,  engaged  to  put  forth  a  miracle, 
or  little  lefs  than  a  miracle ;  and  the  reaf:  ns  hereof  are^ 
'  1.  Becaufe  under  the  Evangelical  Dipenfation^  the 
rewards  of  goodnefs,  piety,  and  obedience,  are  of  another 
kind,  and  of  greater  moment,  namely,  eternal  happi- 
nefs,  and  not  exemption  from  temporal  calamities.  If 
Almighty  God  grant  fuch  an  exemption,  it  is  of 
bounty  and  abundance,  not  of  promife.  It  is  true,  un- 
derN  the  Old  Covenant  with  the  people  of  Ifrael^  thefr 
promifes  were  in  a  great  meafure  of  temporal  benefits, 
and  the  adminift ration  of  that  church,  as  it  was  in  a  great 
meafure  typical,  fo  the  Divine  Adminiftratioin  bVer  them 
was  very  ufually  miraculous,  both  in  their  bleflings,  pre- 
fervations,  and  exemptions:  And  there  was  fpecialre^oli 
for  it ;  for  they  were  to  be  a  monument  to  all  mankind, 
and  alfo  to  future  ages,  of  a  fpecial  and  fignal  Divine 
regiment ;  and  confequently  the  obedient  might,  upon 
the  account  of  the  Divine  promife,  expefl:  blefiings  and 
deliverances,  even  in  public  calamities,  that  might 
befall  the  people  in  general :  But  we  have  no  warrant 
to  carry  over  thofe  proniifes  of  temporal  benefits  and 
exemptions  to  the  obedience  under  the  Gofpel,  which 
as  it  is  founded  upon  another  covenant,  fo  it  is  fur- 
nifhed  with  better  promifes. 

2.  Becaufe,  the  beji  of  men  in  this  life,  havejins  and 
fallings  enough  to  juftify  the  juftice  of  Almighty  God, 
in  expofing  them  to  temporal  calamities ;  and  yet  his 
mercy,  goodnefs,  and  bounty,  is  abundantly  magnified 
in  reserving  a  reward  in  heaven  far  beyond  the  merit 
of  their  beft  obedience  and  dutifulnefs ;  fo  that  though 
they  are  expofed  to  temporal  calamities,  Almighty  God 
ftill  remains  not  only  a  true  and  faithful,  but  ^  liberal 
and  bountiful  Lord  unto  them  in  their  everlafting- 
rewards  ^  What  are  light  Affliftions,  and  but  for  a 
moment,  in  comparifon  to  an  eternal  weight  of  glory '? 
And  the  latter  is  the  reward  of  their  obedience  under 

*2Cor.  iv.  17.    Rom.  viii.  18. 

the 
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the  Gofpel,  while  the  former  may  be  poffibly  the 
pimifhment,  or  at  leaft  correftion,  for  their  fins. 

And  therefore,  although  at  the  interceffion  of 
Abraham^  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  grant  a  relaxation 
of  the  deftruftion  of  Sodom^  for  the  fake  of  ten  righte- 
ousj  it  was  an  adt  of  his  bounty ;  and  fo  it  was  when  he 
delivered  Lot  and  his  family  :  yet  he  had  not  been 
unjuft  if  he  had  fwept  them  away  in  that  commoa 
temporal  calamity,  becaufe  poffibly  the  fins  of  Lot 
himfelf  might  have  been  fuch  as  might  have  acquitted  • 
the  juftice  of  God  in  fo  doing ;  for  the  higheft  tem- 
poral calamity  is  not  difproportionate  to  any  one  fin. 
And  although  he  were  pleafed  in  mercy  to  fpare  Lot 
and  his  two  daughters,  yet  neither  was  he  wholly  ex- 
empted from  that  great  calamity  :  for  his  houfe,  goods, 
and  the  reft  of  his  family,  perilhed  in  that  terrible  con- 
flagration. 

And  upon  this  confideration,  we  have  juft  caufe  to 
hlame  twojorts  ofprjons ;  namely,  1.  The  rafh  cenfure 
of  fome  inconfiderate  perfons,  that  are  too  ready  to 
cenfure  all  fuch  as  fall  under  a  common  calamity, 
whether  of  fire,  fword,  or  peftilence,  as  if  fo  be  they 
were  therefore  greater  finners  than  thofe  that  efcape  : 
the  error  reproved  by  our  Saviour  in  the  inftance  of  the 
Galileans,  and  thofe  upon  whom  the  tower  of  Siloam 
fell  ^ .  The  miftaken  apprehenfion  of  men  concerning 
themfelves.  that  upon  an  opinion  of  their  own  righte- 
oufnefs  or  defert,  think  themfelves  exempted  from  the 
ftroke  of  common  calamities,  or  are  ready  to  accufe 
the  Divine  Juftice,  if  they  are  not  delivered  from  them. 
If  they  truly  confider  the  juft  demerit  of  any  fin,  and 
their  own  fins  and  failings,  they  would  both  acknow- 
ledge the  juftice  andgoodnefs  of  God,  if  he  referve  an 
eternal  reward  of  their  obedience,  though  he  expofe 
them  to  the  worft  of  temporal  evils. 

2.  Concermng  per/onal  evils ^  they  are  of  feveral  kinds. 
1.  Such  as  befall  the  body.  2.  Such  as  befall  the  eftate. 
S.  Such  as  befall  the  name.  4.  Such  as  a  man's  friends 
or  relations. 

*  Luke  xiii,   1,  Q.    Jol>n  Lx.  %  3. 
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1 .  Touching  the  firft  of  thefe  evils,  namely,  that 
befal  the  body^  they  are  of  two  kinds  :  I.  Some  that 
are  not  fo  epidemical  or  miiverfal  upon  all  men  j  fuch 
are  cafuaWes  or  accidental  hurts,  difeafes  fpringing  from 
the  particular  complexion  or  temperament  of  peribiis ; 
fuch  as  are  hereditary  difeafes,  difeafes  incident  to  certain 
ages,  infe6Hous  difeafes  arifing  from  contagion,  putre- 
faftion,  ill  difpofition  of  the  air  or  waters.  2.  Some 
difeafes  are  incident  unto  every  man  in  the  world.  IF 
a  man  lives  to  a  great  old  age,  his  very  age  is  a  difeafe, 
and  the  decay  of  natural  heat  and  moifture  doth  lA 
time  bring  the  oldeft  man  to  his  end ;  but  if  he  live 
not  to  the  attainment  of  old  age,  moft  certainly  as  he 
meets  with  death  in  the  conclufion,  fo  he  meets  with 
fome  difeafe  or  other  that  makes  way  for  his  diflblution. 
So  that  upon  the  whole  account,  though  this  or  that 
man  may  not  meet  vAth  this  or  that  particular  difeafe, 
cafualty  or  diftemper,  that  it  may  be  attacks  another, 
yet  as  lure  as  he  is  mortal,  fo  fure  fhall  fome  difeafe, 
diftemper,  cafualty,  or  weaknefs,  meet  with  him,  that 
fhall  bring  him  to  the  duft  of  death.  That  perfon 
therefore  that  is  fubjeO:  to  the  univerfal  edifl:  and  law 
of  death,  is,  and  muft  be,  fubjeft  fooner  or  later  to 
thofe  difeafes,  fickneffes,  cafualties  or  weakneffes  that 
muft  ufher  in  his  death  and  diffolution.  And  although 
one  man  may  efcape  a  chronical  difeafe,  another  an 
acutedifeafe;  one  man  may  efcape  a  contagion,  another  a 
confumption ;  one  man  may  efcape  this  difeafe  or  cafual- 
ty, another  that,  yet  moft  certain  it  is,  that  every  man 
fhall  meet  with  fome  difeafe,  diftemper,  or  cafualty,  that 
fhall  be  fufficient  to  diffolve  his  compofition,  and  put  a 
period  to  his  life. 

2.  Concerning  AfHiftions  that  particularly  concern 
a  man  in  his  eftate.  It  is  very  true  that  fome  are  more 
afBidled  in  this  kind  than  others.  The  more  wealth 
any  man  hath,  the  more  obnoxious  to  loffes ;  and  the 
more  any  man  loves  wealth,  the  deeper  the  affliftions 
of  this  nature  wounds  him  :  And  this  is  generally  true 
in  all  worldly  matters  whatfoever ;  the  more  a  man's 

heart 
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b^art  is  fet  upon  it,  the  deeper  and  the  more  bitter  the 
trofs  or  afflidtion  is  therein.  But  though  Affliftions  in 
this  kind  pinch  fome  clofer  than  others,  yet  there  are 
very  few  that  totally  efcape  in  this  kind.  The  poor 
man  reckons  it  his  afflidion  that  he  wants  wealth ; 
and  the  rich  man  is  not  without  his  affliftion  either  in 
the  lofs  of  it,  or  the  fear  of  fuch  loffes,  which  create  as 
real  a  trouble  as  the  lofs  itfelf :  Fire  and  fliipwreck, 
envy  and  oppreffion,  falfe  accufations,  robbers,  a  pro- 
digal heir,  or  a  falfe  friend,  thoufands  of  fuch  like 
avenues  there  are  to  a  rich  man's  treafure ;  and  either 
they  do  aftually  attach  it,  and  then  they  caufe  forrow, 
or  they  do  continually  menace  it,  and  fo  they  caufe 
fear.  Nay,  fometimes  a  rich  man  hath  as  great  an 
affliftion  in  his  Hbt  knowing  where  or  how  to  difpofe 
of  his  wealthy  as  he  that  wants  it. 

4.  Touching  Affliftion  in  the  name.  Moft  cer- 
t2unly  of  all  things  in  the  world,  a  good  name  is 
moft  eafily  expofed  to  the  injury  of  any  perfon ;  a 
falfe  accufation  or  falfe  report,  an  adtion  or  word  mif- 
interpreted.  A  man  hath  no  fecurity  of  his  wealth 
againft  invafions  of  others ;  but  he  hath  much  lefs 
Security  touching  his  name,  becaufe  it  is  in  keeping 
H  others,  more  than  of  the  man  himfelf ;  and  it  is  vi- 
"ble  to  every  man's  experience,  that  he  that  hath  the 
Sreateft  name  is  moft  expofed  to  the  envy,  and  therefore 
^o  the  detradion  and  calumnies  of  others  ;  and  he  that 
values  his  name  and  reputation  moft,  is  eafieft  blafted 
and  deeper  wounded  by  a  calumny,  though  really  falfe, 
than  he  that  hath  little  reputation,  or  that  efteems  it 
lightly. 

4.  Touching  friends.  There  are  two  things  that  in- 
iuce  the  lofs  of  friends  :  1 .  That  which  feems  cafual, 
jret  very  common,  whereby  either  friends  become 
enemies,  or  at  leaft  grow  into  neglect  ;  which  is  fome- 
times done  by  mifreprefentations,  falfe  reports,  by  pre- 
valence of  fadtions,  by  difference  in  matters  of  intereft, 
by  the  declination  of  a  man's  condition.  2.  That  which 
is  certain }  death  takes  away  a  man's  friends  and  rela^ 
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tions  from  him,  or  him  from  them ;  the  more  friends 
and  relations  any  man  hath,  the  more  loffes  of  theni,  or 
in  them,  he  fhall  neceflarily  have  upon  this  account ; 
becaufe  eve;ry  one  of  them  is  fubjed  to  all  thofe  cafual-» 
ties  that  any  of  them  is  fubjefl:  to,  whether  in  eflate^ 
name,  body,  or  death,  and  confequently,  the  more 
friends  and  relations,  the  more  crofles  and  calamities  j 
for  all  the  croffes  and  loffes  that  befal  any  of  my 
friends  are  communicated  by  me,  and  in  a  manner 
made  mine  :  and  the  greater  my  number  of  friends 
and  relations  are,  the  more  loffes  of  them  and  in  them 
I  am  fubjeft  to  ;  for  every  one  of  them  is  fubjedt  to 
the  fame  calamities  with  myfelf,  which  come  in  effeft 
mine  by  participation.  So  that  the  more  friends  and 
relations  I  have,  and  the  dearer  and  nearer  they  are* 
the  more  croffes  I  have,  by  participating  theirs  :  and 
every  bitter  arrow  that  wounds  any  of  them,  glanceth 
upon  me,  and  makes  my  wounds  the  more,  by  how 
much  the  more  friends  and  relations  I  have ;  and 
makes  them  the  deeper,  by  how  much  the  nearer  and 
dearer  thofe  friends  or  relations  are  to  me.  It  is  true, 
that  in  a  multitude  of  good  and  dear  friends  and  rela- 
tions there  is  a  communication  of  more  comforts ;  but 
lince  generally  the  fcene  of  every  man's  life  is  friUer 
of  croffes  than  comforts,  troubles  and  Afflictions  of 
many  friends  or  relations  out-balance  and  over-weigh 
thofe  comforts. 

And  thefe  croffes  and  Afflidions  in  body,  eftate, 
name,  and  friends,  though  poffibly  they  may  not  all 
come  together,  or  in  their  perfedion  at  one  time,  upon 
any  one  man ;  yet  as  no  man  is  exempt  from  any  of 
them  at  any  time  by  any  fpecial  privilege,  fo  fome- 
times  they  have  fallen  in  together  in  their  perfefHon, 
even  upon  fome  of  the  beft  men  that  we  read  o£  Wit- 
nefs  that  great  and  fignal  example  of  Job^  who  at  one 
time  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  his  children,  of  all  his  fer- 
vants,  of  all  his  goods,  of  all  his  great  and  honour- 
able efteem  among  men,  of  his  health ;  and  belides 
all  this,  lay  under  fevere  Aifliftions  in  his  mind,  and 
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imder  the  imputation  of  an  hypocrite  with  his  bell  and 
judicious  friends. 

Upon  all  this  that  hath  been  faid,  a  man  may,  and 
upon  evident  reafon  and  experience,  ought  to  con* 
elude,  ^rhat  even  the  moft  fincere  piety  and  integrity  of 
heart  and  life  cannot  give  aiy  man  an  exemption  or  pri^ 
vikge  front  Affli^ions  of  fome,  or  indeed  of  any  kind. 

And  this  confideration  alone  isfufficient^  1 ,  To  filence 
ami  quiet  that  murmuring  and  unquiet,  and  proud 
•diftemper  that  often  arifeth  in  the  minds  of  good  men 
themfelves ;  that  are  ready  to  think  themfelves  much 
injiu'ed  if  they  fall  under  the  calamities  incident  to 
mankind  :  A^hereas  the  juft  and  wife  God  never  gave 
any  promife  or  privilege,  or  exemption  from  external 
calamities  and  troubles  to  thofe  whom  yet  he  owns  as 
his  children.  2.  This  confideration  it  fufEcient  to 
quiet  the  mind  of  perfons  thus  afflifted  againft  the 
common  temptation,  which  is  apt  to  arife  upon  this  oc- 
iraflon,  as  if  they  were  hated  or  forfaken  of  God,  be- 
caufe  forely  afflided :  VV  hereas  moft  certainly  the  fa- 
vour or  love  of  God  is  not  to  be  meafured  iimply  by 
externals ;  but  rather  the  gofpel  teach'dth  us  a  quite 
contrary  leflbn,  namely,  that  God  is  plcafed  to  chaften 
thofe  whom  he  loveth  beft^.  This  confi delation  is 
fufEcient  to  check  that  cenforious  humour,  that  is  in 
many,  who,  like  the  barbarians,  prefently  conclude  that 
perfon  or  place  to  be  more  fniful  than  others,  becaufe 
th^y  fuflfer  more,  it  may  be,  than  others  ^.  This  was 
the  uncharitable,  and  indeed  unreafonable  error  of 
Joh^s  friends  of  old ,  and  of  many  at  this  time,  in  re- 
ference both  to  pubUc  and  perfonal  vifitations. 

2.  The  fecond  good  preparative  againft  AfHiftion  is 
a  frequent  praftical  fuppojiticn^  w^herewith  we  are  to 
entertain  ourfelves,  even  in  the  time  of  our  greateft 
profperity,  that  the  cafe  may^  and  probably  zvill  be 
altered  with  us ;  and  fo  caft  ourfelves  as  it  were  into 
the  mould  of  an  afflifted  condition.  For  inftance,  I 
am  now  in.  health  ;  what  if  I  were  now  to  enter  into 
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the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  into  fbine  acuti^^  Ot 
painful,  or  defperate  difeafe  ;  how  am  I  fitted  with  pttb- 
tierice,  refignation  of  myfeif  into  the  hand  of  tSod, 
contempt  of  the  world?  for  fuch  an  eftate  as  thi$ 
1  muft  come  to  fooner  or  later ;  how  (hall  I  bear  or 
carry  myfeif  in  it,  or  under  it,  were  it  now  upon  me? 
1  have  how  a  plentiful  eftate,  external  affluence ;  >;irliat, 
if  at  this  moment  I  were  bereft  of  all,  either  by -fire 
or  depredation,  how  were  my  mind  fitted  widi  hmtit 
lity  and  patience  to  fubmit  to  a  poor,  ftrait,  wantmg 
condition  ?  I  have  now  a  good  hu(band,  wife,  chiklrdii^ 
many  friends  that  efteem  me,  and  are  faithful  to  «ic  $ 
What  if  God  (hould  in  a  moment  deprive  me  of  att 
thefe  ?  what  if  my  deareft  friends  Ihould  become  toy 
bittereft  enemies,  how  fhcnild  I  bear  myfeif  under  thefe 
changes  ?  I  have  a  great  name  and  efteem  in  the  w^rbl-; 
what  if  in  a  moment,  a  black  cloud  of  infamy  and  fcoifii 
and  reproach  was  drawn  over  it,  and  that  I  fhould  be- 
come a  fcom  and  reproach  with  Job  ^  among  children 
of  fools  ?  yea,  children  of  bafe  men  viler  than  the 
earth.  How  were  I  fitted  with  humility  and  evenftefe 
of  mind  to  comport  with  fuch  a  condition,  till  it  pleat 
eth  God  by  his  providence  and  manifeftation  of  my 
innocence,  if  he  think  fit,  to  fcatter  this  black  cloud  ctf 
calumny  and  reproach,  or  if  not,  yet  quietly  under  it 
to  enjoy  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience  and  my 
own  integrity  ?  Thefe  and  the  like  anticipations  of 
troubled  and  afflifted  conditions,  would  habituate  attd 
fit  our  minds  to  bear  them,  fumifh  us  with  fuitable 
•  tempers  for  them ;  render  them  eafy  to  us  when  they 
come ;  and  keep  our  fouls  in  a  due  ftate  of  moderatidli 
and  watchfiilnefs  before  they  come:  As  the  good 
martyr,  Bibtey^  before  his  martyrdom,  by  often  puttitag 
his  finger  into  the  candle,  made  the  flames,  which  be 
was  after  to  endure,  more  familiar  and  tolerable. 

3.  The  third  preparative  againft  Afffiftion  and  cala- 
mitous feafons,  is  to  reafon  ourfelves  off  from  over^fm^ 
^'love  and  Valuation  of  the  worlds  arid  the  beft  thiags  it 

*  Job  XXX.  8. 
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fff&fd^.  '  PMqfophy  hath  made  fome  ihort  eflay  in  this 
l>iii>aefs  J  but  the  doftrine  of  the  go/pel  hath  given  us 
ffu*  more  qioble  and  effectual  topicks  and  arguments, 
jthan  jmy  pWlofophy  ever  did  or  can :  1  •  By  giving  us 
5t  plain  a|id  clear  eftimate  and  valuation  of  this  world^ 
jaijd  ^11  that  feems  moll  valuable  in  it ;  but  this  is  nojc 
irtl  j  .i?^t,  2,  By  fhewing  us  jJainly  and  clearly  a  more 
jifalu^ble,  certain  and  durable  eftate  after  death,  and  a 
lyf^y  of  attaining  it,  with  much  more  eafe  and  contenta^ 
4J¥>n,  tjian  we  can  attain  the  moft  fplendid  temporals  of 
jS^v^  i^rorld.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  weight  and  ftrefs 
flf  4ftiQiQiis  and  croffes  lies  not  fo  much  in  the  things 
jljepjfeiyes,  which  we  fuffer  in  them  or  by  them,  as  in 
jtl^t ,  oyer-vjaluatioii  that  we  put  upon  thofe  conve- 
fijpices  wjiich  AffliiSlions  or  croffes  deprive  us  of. 
When  news  was  brought  to  that  noble  Roman  of  the 
4^Ll^  of  Jiis  fon,  it  was  a  great  pitch  of  patience  that 
py&i  fi^t  moral  confideration  wrought  in  him,  Novi  me 
^fWiffe.  mQTtalem  ^ ;  though  perchance,  it  was  not  with- 
o\it  ^  mi?ctjare  of  ftoical  vain-glory.  We  fet  too  great 
a.y?^lMe  upon  our  health,  our  wealth,  our  reputation ; 
W34  ^'^  makes  us  unable  to  bear,  with  that  evennefs 
.ipn4  Gonjijentednefs  of  mind,  the  lofs  of  them,  by  fick- 
pL^f§,  povqrty,  reproach*  We  fet  too  great  a  rate  up- 
i>9  Ojiiir  ^en^poral  life  here,  becaufe  we  fet  too  great  ^ 
^^  jupon  this  world,  to  the  enjoyment  whereof  this 
^e  here  is  accommodated  and  proportioned ;  and  that 
(^ak^s  us  ^ear  death,  not  only  as  the  ruin  of  nature, 
J^ut  as  that  which  puts  a  period  to  all  our  comforts : 
3vhereas  had  we  l^ut  faith  enough  to  believe  the  evan- 
gelical truth,  touching  our  future  happinefs,  it  would 
pjake  us  not  defire  death,  becaufe  we  might  in  the  time 
of  this  life  fecure  \ii^to  ourfelves  that  great  and  one 
jdiing  neceffary ;  and  it  would  make  us  not  to  fear 
<l€;ath,  becaufe  we  fee  a  greater  fruition  to  be  enjoyed 
-^er  it,  than  all  the  glory  of  this  prefent  world  can 
yidd. 

4.  The  next  preparative  againft  AfflidUons  is  to  keep 

*  1  koow  that  I  am  the  father  of  a  mortal. 
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piety ^  inJiocence^  and  a  good  covjcier.ce^  before  it  comes* 
As  fin  IS  the  fling  of  death,  fo  it  is  the  fting  of  Afflic- 
tion ;  and  that  which  indeed  gives  the  greateft  bitter- 
nefs  and  ftrength  unto  AfHiftion :  and  the  reafon  is 
this,  becaufe  it  weakens  and  difables  that  part  in  man, 
which  muft  bear  and  fupport  it.  This  is  that  which 
the  wife  man  obferves,  *  The  fpirit  of  a  man  will  fut 
^  tain  his  infirmities :  but  a  wounded  fpirit  who  can 
*  bear  i  ?'  which  is  no  more  than  this :  It  is  the  mind 
and  fpirit  of  man  rightly  principled,  that  doth  bear 
an4  carry  a  man  through  thofe  difficulties  and  Afflic* 
tions  and  infirmities,  under  which  he  is ;  but  if  that  fpi- 
rit or  mind,  which  fhould  carry  and  bear  thofe  evils, 
be  hurt  or  wounded,  or  faint  or  infirm,  what  is  there 
left  in  a  man  to  bear  that  which  indeed  (fliould  be) 
our  fupport  ?  Innocence  and  a  good  confcience  keeps 
the  mind  and  fpirit  of  a  man  in  courage  and  confi- 
dence :  and  indeed  it  hath  an  influence  and  fuflfrage, 
and  atteftation  and  fupport  from  the  God  of  heaven, 
to  whom  a  good  confcience  can  with  an  humble  confi- 
dence appeal,  as  Hezekiah  did  under  a  great  Afflic*^ 
tion  ^ ;  and  this  accefs  to  Almighty  God  doth  give  new 
fupplies,  fuccours  and  fl:rength  to  the  foul,  to  bear  it 
up  under  very  great  and  preffing  AfHidions.  But  or 
the  other  fide,  fin  doth  difable  the  foul  to  bear  Af- 
fliftion  till  it  be  thoroughly  repented  of.  1.  Becaufe 
it  doth  in  a  great  meafure  emafculate  and  weaken  the 
fpirit  of  a  man,  makes  it  poor,  cowardly,  and  unable  to 
bear  itfelf  up  under  the  preflure  of  Afflictions.  2.  It 
doth  in  a  great  meafure  obftruft  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween God  and  the  foul,  and  that  influence  that  might 
and  would  otherwife  be  derived  to  the  fpirit  or  n[und  of 
a  man  by  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh. 

Therefore  the  befl:  preparative  againft  Aflfliftion  is, 
71?  have  the  foul  as  clear  as  may  beirova  the  guilt  of  fin: 
1 .  By  an  innocent  and  watchful  life  in  the  time  of  our 
profperity  before  Affliftion  attacks  us,  2.  Or  at  leaft, 
by  a  fpeedy^  ftncere  and  hearty  repentance  for  fin  com- 

*  Prov.  xviii.  14.    Isa.  xxxviii. 
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mitted ;  and  this  repentance  to  be  fpeedy,  before  Ajffic- 
tion  come :  for  although  it  is  true  that  many  times 
Afiliftion  is  the  meffenger  of  God  to  awaken  a  fmner 
to  repentance,  and  that  repentance  is  accepted  by  the 
merciful  God,  yet  that  repentance  is  moft  kindly  and 
eafy,  and  renders  Affliftions  lefs  difficult  and  trouble- 
fome,  which  prevents  AfHiftion,  and  perforins  one  great 
end  and  ufe  of  Afflidion,  before  it  comes.  He  that 
Jiath  a  foul  cleanfed  by  faith  and  repentance  from  the 
guilt  of  fin,  before  the  feverity  of  Afflidtion  comes  up- 
on him,  hath  but  one  work  to  do,  namely,  to  fit  him- 
felf  with  patience  to  undergo  the  fhock  of  AiSliflion : 
but  he  that  defers  his  repentance,  till  driven  to  it  by 
Aifliftion,  his  work  is  more  difficult,  becaufe  it  is  dou- 
ble, namely,  to  begin  his  repentance,  and  to  bear  his 
Alflidion. 

And  becaufe  in  many  things  we  offend  all,  and  the 
beft  have  their  failings  and  fins  of  daily  incurfions,  a 
daily  reviftng  and  examining  of  our  own  failings  ^  and  re- 
newing of  our  repentance  for  our  daily  faults,  is  of  fin- 
gular  ufe  to  render  Afflidions  eafy,  becaufe  repentance 
cleanfeth  the  foul,  and  renders  a  man  in  God's  accept- 
ation as  if  he  had  not  offended. 

5.  The  next  preparative  agalnft  Affliftiqn  is  to  gain 
an  bumble  mind.  When  Affliftion  meets  with  a  proud 
heart,  full  of  opinion  of  its  own  worth  and  goodnefs, 
there  arifeth  more  trouble,  and  tumult,  and  diforder, 
and  difcompofure  in  the  conteft  of  fuch  a  heart  againft 
the  Affliftion,  than  poffibly  can  arife  from  the  Afflidion 
itfelf ;  and  the  flruggling  of  that  diftemper  of  pride 
with  the  Afflidion  galls  and  entangles  the  mind  more 
than  the  fevered  Afflittion,  and  renders  a  man  very  un- 
fit for  it,  and  unable  to  bear  it.  The  prophet  defcribes 
it,  her  fons  at  the  head  of  every  ftreet  were  like  a  wild 
bull  in  a  net  ^  But  on  the  other  fide,  an  humble,  • 
lowly  mind,  is  calm  and  patient,  and  falls  with  eafe  up- 
on an  afilifted  condition ;  for  the  truth  is,  the  great 
evil  of  fuffering  is  not  fo  much  in  the  thing  a  man 

*  Isa.  XV.  20. 
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fuflfers,  as  in  the  mind  jlnd  temper  of  fpirit  of  thfe  mini 
that  meets  with  it ;  an  humble  mind  is  a  mind  rightly 
prepared  with  the  greateft  facility  to  receive  the  mock 
of  any  Affliction,  for  fuch  a  mind  is  already  as  low  as 
Affliftion  can  ordinarily  fet  it. 

And  certainly,  if  any  man  confider  aright,  he  hath 
many  important  caujes  to  keep  bis  mind  always  humble : 
1.  In  refped:  of  Almighty  God,  the  great  and  glorious 
King  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  whom  if  a  man  co&tem- 

Elate,  he  will  put  his  mouth  in  the  duft,  ackndwledge 
imfelf  to  be  but  a  poor  worm,  and  therefore  unworthy 
to  difpute  the  divine  difpenfations,  providences  or  per* 
millions.  2,  In  refpeft  of  himfelf.  He  that  confiderJ 
aright  himfelf,  his  fins  and  failings  and  corruptions^ 
will  have  caufe  enough  to  humble  himfelf,  and  reckoii 
that  he  is  juftly  obnoxious  to  the  fevered  croffes  and 
Afflidtions.     '  Why  doth  the  living  man  complain  ?  a 

*  man  for  the  punilhment  of  his  fins  ^  ?'  It  is  m^tcf 
enough,  that  the  Afflidion  extends  not  yet  fo  far  as  his 
life ;  a  living  man  to  complain  carries  a  reprehenfion  in 
itfelf  of  the  complaint. 

6.  Another  moft  fingular  preparation  againft  Af- 
fliftion,  is  a  fteady  refolved  rejignation  ef  a  marCsJeJf 
,  to  the.  will  and  good  pleajure  of  Almighty  God^  and  that 
upon  grounds  of  the  greateft  reafon  imaginable.  For^ 
1.  It  is  k  moft  fovereign  will ;  for  his  will  muft  be  don6 
whether  we  will  or  not :  therefore  it  is  the  higheft 
piece  of  folly  imaginable  to  conteft  with  him,  that 
will  not,  cannot,  may  not  be  controlled.  It  is  true  we 
have  commiffion  to  pray  to  him,  to  deliver  us  From 
evil,  but  when  we  have  fo  done,  we  muft  withal  defirc 
that  His  will  may  be  done ;  this  pattern  the  Son  of 
God  hath  given  us  :  '  Father^  if  it  be  poffible,.let  this 

*  cup  pafs  from  me ;  yet  not  my  will  but  thy  will  be 
-'done-.'     Willingly  therefore  fubniit  to   that   will 

which,  whether  thou  wilt  or  no,  thou  muft,  thou  flialt 
endure ;  for  his  will  is  the  moft  fovereign  will,  the  will 
of   the  abfolute    Monarch  of   Heaven  and   Earths 

*  Lam.  iii.  39.  •  Mattli.  xxvi.  39. 

2.  As 
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As  it  18  the  moft  fovereign  will,  fo  it  is  the  mod 
(e  will ;  what  he  wills  he  wills  not  fimply^r^  imp^'* 

*,  but  his  will  is  founded  upon  and  direded  by  a 
>ft  infinite  wifdom :  and  iince  thou  canft  not,  upon 
Y  tolerable  account,  judge  thy  will  wifer  than  his,  it 
:omes  thee  to  refolve  thy  poor,  narrow,  inconfiderate 
11,  into  the  will  of  the  moft  wife  God,  3.  As  it  is  a 
)ft  wife  will,  fo  the  will  of  God  is  moft  certainly  the 
)ft  beneficent  and  beft  will.  What  reafon  haft  thou 
fufped  the  beneficence  of  his  will,  whofe  will  alone 
«re  thee  thy  being,  that  he  might  communicate  his 
odnefs  to  that  being  of  thine,  which  he  freely  gave 
*e  ?  It  is  true  it  may  be  thou  do  ft  not  fee  the  reafon, 
;  end,  the  ufe  of  his  difpenfations,  yet  be  content 
ill  an  implicit  fubmiffion,  to  refign  thyfelf  up  to  his 
pofal,  and  reft  aiTured  it  fhall  be  beft  for  thee>  though 
>u  yet  canft  not  underftand  what  it  means.  If  he 
th  given  thee  an  heart  to  refign  up  thy  will  imto  his, 

confident  he  will  never  miflead  thee,  nor  give  thee 
life  to  repent  of  trufting  him.     It  was  a  noble  pitch 

a  Heathen's  mind,  namely,  EpiSietus^  Enchirid. 
3.  78.  In  quovis  incepto  hdec  optanda  funt ;  Due  me,  6 
piter^  &f  tufatum^  eo  quofum  a  vobis  deftinatus ;  fe- 
ar enim  alacriter :  quod  ft  nolueroy  &  improbus  ero  &f 
uar  nihilomvius.  Which  may  be  thus  better  £;/§•• 
W:  '  In  every  enterprise  this  ought  to  be  our 
»rayer ;  Guide  me,  O  God,  and  thou  Divine  Provi^ 
lence  according  to  thine  own  appointment ;  I  wili 
vith  cheerftilnefs  follow :  which  if  I  fhall  decline  to 
k),  I  (hall  be  an  undutiful  man,  and  yet  fhall  never- 
helefs  follow  thy  appointment,  whether  I  will  or  not.' 
It  Chriftians  have  learned  a  reafon  of  a  nobler  de- 
int,  namely,  *  That  all  things  fhall  work  together 
or  good ;  to  thofe  that  love  God  ^*  And  certainly 
5re  can  be  no  greater  evidence  [oi  thy  love  to  him j 
m  to  make  the  will  of  Grod  the  guide,  rule,  and  mea^ 
•e  of  thine  own. 

^  by  virtue  of  hU  authprity.        *  Rom.  \i|i.  28. 

P  4  7.  I  fhall 
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7. 1  fliall  conclude  with  that  great  preparative,  which 
is  indeed  thie  completion  of  all  that  is  before  faid^  and 
in  a  few  words  includes  all,  labor  to  get  thy  feaa  with, 
God^  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  :  when  this  is  once 
attained,  thou  art  fet  above  the  love  of  the  world,  and 
the  fear  of  AfBiftions,  becaufe  thou  haft  the  affurance 
of  a  greater  treafure  than  this  world  can  give,  or  take 
away ;  a  '  kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved  *  j'  a  hope 
and  moft  affured  expeftation  that  is  above  the  region  of 
Afflidions,  and  that  renders  the  greateft  and  foreft  Af- 
fliftions,  as  they  are,  namely,  light  and  momentary  : 
and  yet  becaufe  thou  art,  notwithftanding  this  glorious 
expeftation,  yet  in  this  lower  region,  and  fubjeflt  to  paf- 
(ions  and  perturbations,  and  fears,  the  merciful  God 
hath  engaged  his  promife  to  fupport  thee  here  under 
them  ;  to  better  and  improve  thee  by  them  ;  to  carry 
thee  through  them  by  his  all-fufficient  grace  and  mer- 
cy ;  the  (Irokes  thou  receiveft  are  either  managed  and 
direfted,  or  at  leaft  governed  and  ordered  by  him  that 
is  thy  Father,  and  that  in  very  love  and  faithfulnefs 
doth  corred  thee  ^ ;  that  hath  a  heart  of  compaffion  and 
love  to  thee,  even  when  he  feems  in  his  providences  to 
frown  upon  thee,  that  whilft  thou  artunder  them,  will 
make  them  work  together  for  thy  good,  and  that  will 
never  take  from  thee  thofe  everlafting  mercies  which 
are  thy  portion ;  that  hath^  all  thy  Afilidions,  croffes, 
•troubles,  whatever  they  are  or  may  be,  under  the  infal- 
Jible  conduft  of  his  own  wifdom  and  power ;  and  that 
as  on  the  one  fide  he  will  never  fuffer  thee  to  be  af- 
flifted  beyond  what  he  gives  thee  grace  to  bear  and  im* 
prove  ^,  fo  on  the  other  hand  will  fo  manage,  order 
and  govern  thy  light  Affliftions,  which  are  here  but  for 
a  moment,  that  in  the  end,  they  fliall  be  a  means  to 
bring  thee  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory  ^.  If  therefore  thou  wouldeft  be  foundly  armed 
againft  AfBiflions,  and  prepared  with  eafe  and  comfort 
to  bear  them,  this  one  thing  neceffary  is  fufficient  to  r^- 

*  Heb.  xii.  28.        «  Psal.  cix.  75.    '  1  Cor.  x.  13.      -*  2  Cor.  iv.  17. 
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der  tface  fuch,  and  to  fit  thee  alfo  with  thofe  advan- 
>us  helps  beforementioned,  which  will  neceffarily 

low  upon  this  attainment. 

II.  Secondly,  I  come  to  the  fecond  general,  namely, 
Hwt)  Affit£Hons  incumbent  ^  upon  us  are  to  be  received^ 
mtertained^  dnd  im>ro'Oed  ;  and  this  will  be  in  a  great 
tneafure  fupplied  by  what  hath  been  before  faid  ; 
For  a  mind  fo  prepared  and  habituated,  will  be  fuf- 
Bciently  qualified  to  receive  and  entertain  thcin  as  be- 
:omes  a  good  man  and  a  good  Chriftian.  Neverthelefa 
bmething  I  Ihall  fubjoin  in  order  to  the  bearing  and  im- 
proving of  Affliftions  while  they  are  incumbent  upon 
IS  ;  and  they  are  thefe  : 

f  •  It  becomes  a  man  under  Afflidtions,  in  the  firfl: 
)lace,  to  have  a  very  diligent,  frequent,  attentive  and 
Hght  confideration  concerning  Almighty  God^  that  he  is 
i  God  of  infinite  wifdom,  power,  juftice,  mercy,  and 
joodnefs :  that  he  hates  not  any  thing  that  he  hath 
xiade,  but  hath  a  great  love  and  beneficence  to  all  his 
creatures ;  that  he  defigns  their  good  and  benefit,  even 
in  thofe  difpenfations  that  feem  moft  Iharp  and  fevere ; 
that  if  he  had  not  a  good  will  to  his  creatures,  he 
would  never  have  done  fo  much  for  them  as  he  hath 
done:  that  whilft  he  exercifeth  difcipline  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  it  is  evident  they  are  under  his  care  : 
that  oftentimes  there  is  a  greater  feverity  of  the  Divine 
difpleafure,  in  his  leaving  mankind  to  themfelves,  than 
in'  exercifing  them  with  Afiliftions;  and  that  he 
equally  difcovers  the  love  and  care  of  a  leather  in  his 
corredions,  as  well  as  in  his  more  pleafing  admi* 
xuftrations. 

'2.  And  farther,  that  Affli£iions  rife  not  out  of  the 
duft,  but  arejent  and  managed  by  the  wife  difpofition 
and  regiment  of  Almighty  God  \  it  is  his  providence 
that  fends  them,  that  meafures  out  their  kind,  weight, 
continuance ;  and  that  they  are  always  as  commiffion- 
ated  by  him,  fo  under  the  conduft  of  his  power,  wit 
dora  and  goodnefs,  and  never  exceed  the  line  and 
limits  of  his  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefe  j  if  he  bids 

*  imp^ndiog  over  ui • 
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diem  go,  they  go ;  if  he  bids  them  return,  they  »- 
turn ;  ^i  he  commands  the  moft  tumukuous  fiorms  of 
AfHiftions,  peace,  be  ftill !  there  will  be  a  calm.  Aft 
Biankind  is  never  out  of  the  reach  of  his  power  to 
afflift  and  correft,  fo  it  is  never  out  of  the  reach  of  his 
power  to  relieve  and  recover. 

S.  ITiat  as  no  man  hath  an  exemption  from  Afilic* 
tions,  fo  it  is  moft  evident  that  even  the  heft  of  mm  ar^ 
vipted  with  them,  and  it  is  but  need  they  Jhouldy  for 
where  one  man  is  the  worfe  by  Afflidions,  a  thoufand 
are  the  worfe  for  want  of  them,  and  as  many  the  bet- 
ter by  them ;  and  the  wife  and  gracious  God  tha( 
knows  our  frame,  better  than  we  ourfelves,  doth  for  the 
moft  part  in  very  faithfulnefs  afHift  us.  The  egreffes'  of 
the  Divine  counfels  have  ever  in  them  a  complication 
of  excellent  ends,  even  in  Alfliftions  themfelves :  They 
are  afts  of  juftice  oftentimes  to  punifti,  and  of  mercy 
to  prevent  diftempers  and  to  heal  them ;  and  this  i$ 
that  lot  which  our  bleffed  Lord  bequeathed  unto  his 
own  people,  *  In  the  world  ye  Ihall  have  tribulation  */ 
So  that  a  good  man  may  have  as  great  caufe  to  fut 
peft  his  own  integrity  in  the  abfence  of  them,  as  in  the 
fuffering  under  them. 

4.  That  all  the  Divine  difpenfations  of  comforts, 
or  croffes  are  fo  far  beneficial  or  hurtful  as  they  are  re^ 
teived  and  ufed ;  comforts,  if  they  make  us  thankful, 
fober,  faithftil,  they  become  bleffings ;  if  they  make 
us  proud,  infolent,  fecure,  forgetful,  they  become 
judgments :  Affliftions,  if  they  are  received  with  hix- 
mihty,  patience,  repentance,  and  turning  to  God,  they 
are  bleffings ;  if  they  are  received  with  murmuriogi 
impatience,  incorrigiblenefe,  they  become  judgments, 
and  a  fore-runner  of  greater  feverity. 

5.  The  confequences  of  all  thefe  confiderations  do 
evWently  lead  us  into  thefe  duties^  whenever  we  arsfe- 
under  the  freffnre  of  AffltSlion. 

1 .  To  receive  it  with  all  humility,  as  reached  -otit 
imto  us  from  the  hand,  or  penniffion  at  leaft  of  At 

>  Communications  or  dispensations.  *  John  xvi.  SS, 

mighty 
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mi^ty  God.  There  were  a  fort  of  philofopners  that 
thought  it  a  virtue  to  put  on  a  refolved  contempt 
of  all  crofles  and  AffliAions ;  not  to  be  moved  at  all 
with  them,  but  to  bear  them  with  a  flout  apathy : 
This  is  not  that  temper  that  becomes  a  Chriftian ;  it  i» 
lU  one,  as  if  a  child  fhould  refolve  to  receive  the  cor* 
regions  [of  his  father]  with  a  ftubbom  refolution  not 
to  care  for  them,  or  to  be  affefted  with  them ;  fuch  a 
ihibbonmefs  under  Affli£tion  renders  it  unufeful  to  its 
tad,  and  commonly  provokes  the  great  Lord  and 
Father  of  Spirits  totally  to  rejeft  fuch  a  mind,  or  to 
ibafter  it  with  (harper  and  feverer  and  multiplied  Af- 
fli&ions  till  it  yield,  and  till  that  uncircumcifed  heart 
be  humbled^  and  accept  of  the  punifhment  of  its  ini« 
quity  1. 

2.  To  receive  it  with  patience  and  fubjedion  of 
mind ;  and  without  either  contefting  with  Almighty 
God,  charging  his  Providence  with  error  or  injuftice, 
or  fwelling  and  ftorming  againft  the  AffliOion,  or  the 
Divine  difpenfation  that  fends  it ;  this  hath  two  fingu* 
lar  benefits ;  firft,  it  renders  the  Affliftion  itfelf  more 
eafy  and  tolerable ;  fecondly,  it  is  one  of  the  readieft 
ways  to  Ihorten  or  abate  it :  For  as  yielding  and  hum- 
l?le  fubmiffion  to  the  hand  of  God,  fo  patience  and 
fubmiilion  of  will  to  the  Divine  difpenfation,  are  two 
of  the  great  ends  and  bufinefs  of  Affliftion,  which 
when  attained  by  it,  it  hath  performed  a  great  part  of 
its  errand  for  which  it  was  fent, 

S.  To  return  unto  God^  that  afflideth  or  permitteth 
tt :  Afflidion  miffeth  its  end  and  ufe  when  it  drives  a 
maa  from  his  God,  either  to  evil  or  unlawful  means^ 
or  to  fliift  and  hide  himfelf,  or  keep  at  a  diftance  froai 
him :  and  as  it  loofeth  its  end,  fo  it  is  contrary  to  its 
natural  efFed,  at  leaft  where  it  meets  with  a  nature  of 
any  underftaiiding  or  ingenuity.  *  In  their  Affii^Hon 
'  ibey  willjeek  me  early  -.'  God  Almighty  fends  Afflic- 
tions  like  melfengers  to  call  home  wandering  fouls ;  and 
if  a  man  will  fhift  away,  get  farther  oflF,  and  eftrange 

*  Lev.  xxvi.  41.  *  Hos.  v.  15. 
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himfelf  more  from  him  that  ftrikes  him,  he  will  either 
fend  more  importunate  meffengers,  Afflidlions  of  a 
greater  magnitude  to  call  and  fetch  him,  as  want  and 
famine  did  the  young  Prodigal  in  the  Gofpel ;  or, 
which  is  far  worfe,  let  him  go  without  farther  feeking 
him :  Whereas  the  man  that  by  Affliftion,  as  it  were 
at  the  firft  call,  comes  home  to  God,  or  gets  nearer  to 
him,  for  the  moft  part  prevents  feverer  monitors,  and 
renders  his  fuffering  more  fhort,  or  at  leaft  more  eafy 
by  drawing  near  to  God,  the  fountain  of  peace  and 
deliverance. 

And  if  the  Afflidion  befals  fuch  a  man  that  hath 
not  eftranged  himfelf  from  Almighty  God,  nor  de- 
parted from  him  in  any  greater  offences  or  back-flid<* 
ings,  yet  Affliftion  is  not  without  its  end  or  ufe,  even 
to  fuch  a  man.  Thou  haft  walked  clofely  in  the  duties 
towards  God,  haft  depended  upon  him,  approved  thy* 
felf  in  his  fight ;  yet  is  it  not  poffible  that  thy  faith, 
induftry,  obedience,  dependance  may  be  more  con- 
ftant,  more  firm  ?  If  it  may  be,  as  fure  it  may 
be,  then  though  Affliftion  lolicit  not  thy  return  to  him 
from  whom  thou  haft  not  departed,  yet  it  folicits  thy 
improvement. 

4.  To  fray  unto  God:  And  this  the  moft  natural 
effe£t  of  AfHiftion,  efpecially  if  it  be  fevere  and  eipi* 
nent.  In  the  ftorm  the  failors  call  every  one  upon 
his  God  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  in  fuch  a  feafon, 
a  man's  own  fliifts,  the  help  and  advice  and  afliftance 
of  friends,  and  other  human  confidence,  appear  too 
weak  and  ineffectual ;  and  therefore  the  man  is  driven 
to  that  which  indeed  is  the  unum  magnum  ^ ;  namely, 
invocation  of  Almighty  God,  for  help,  fupport,  and 
comfort.  It  is  therefore  a  fign  of  a  defperate  mind 
that  will  not  come  unto  God  in  prayer,  at  leaft  when 
Afiliftions  grind  him.  And  although  a  man  be  not  of 
the  number  of  thofe  that  reftrain  prayer  before  God^  , 
yet  Afiliftions  naturally  will  make  the  prayer  of  fuch 

*  The  only  refuge. 
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a  man  more  eameft,  fervent,  conftant ;  It  fets  an  edgei 
and  addsiife  to  the  prayers  of  a  praying  man. 

5.  To  depend  and  truji  upon  God  both  for  fupport 
under,  and  feafonable  deliverance  from  AfHiftions. 
Keep  thy  recumbence  upon  his  goodnefs  and  mercy^ 
even  under  the  blacked  night  of  Affliftions :  *  ThougK 

*  he  kill  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him  ^'  And  with 
Davidy  '  Even  in  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death 

*  to  reft  upon  his  rod  and  his  ftaff  ^  •/  And  though  it 
becomes  the  beft  of  men  to  have  a  yielding  and  a  foft 
fpirit  under  the  afflifting  hand  of  God,  yet  be  careful 
to  bear  up  thyfelf  under  the  power  and  goodnefs  of 
"God  from  fainting  and  defpondence, 

6.  To  be  thankful  unto  G^d*  under  Affliftion,  and  that 
upon  very  great  and  important  motives.  1.  Thankful 
Aat  they  are  no  worfe  or  greater :  Thou  haft  loffes, 
but  yet  haft  thou  loft  all  at  once  ?  Job  did ;  or  if  thou 
baft  loft  all  externals,  yet  haft  thou  not  fomething  thou 
valueft  more  than  all,  namely,  innocence,  peace  with 
God,  and  thy  own  confcience?  2.  Thankful  that 
God  Almighty  rather  choofeth  to  afflift  thee,  than  to 
forfake  thee.  As  long  as  Almighty  God  is  pleafed  to 
afflift  thee,  it  is  plain  thou  art  under  his  difcipline,  his 
care  ;  no  man's  condition  is  defperate  fo  long  as  the 
phyfician  continues  his  adminiftration  ;  nor  is  any  man 
wholly  forfaken  of  God,  nor  paft  his  care,  fo  long  as  he 
is  under  A  ffliftion  :  for  it  is  a  medicine  that  without 
thy  own  default  will  either  recover  or  better  thee^ 
6.  Thankful  that  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  difcover 
fo  much  of  his  mind,  and  defign  and  affeftions  towards 
mankind  in  his  word,  as  to  aflure  us  that  the  meafure 
irf  his  love  towards,  or  difpleafure  againft  the  children 
of  men,  is  not  to  be  taken  by  external  prdfperity  or 
idverfity,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  bear  up  our  fouls 
under  the  preffures  of  Affliflions,  affures  us  that  they 
kre  the  effefts  for  the  moft  part  of  his  fatherly '  l6ve  and 
care,  rather  than  of  his  heavy  difpleafure ;  that  they  may 
itMfeed  fometimes  be  fymptomi  of  his  anger,  but  iiot 

-■  .  '  *  Job  xiii.   15.  ^   *  Psal.  xxiii.  4. 
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of  his  hatred  j  they  may  be  for  correftioAS,  but  not  for 
confufion  :  he  may  correft  thofe,  whom  yet  he  accounts 
his  chiidr^Hv  ajxd  refolves  to  fave. 

7.  To  put  us  upon  a  due  fearch  and  exatnination  <f 
our  hearts  and  ways.  Certainly  there  is  not  the  belt 
man  Irring,  but  upon  a  ftrict  and  impartial  fearch  of 
himfetf  may  find  fuel  for  Afflidion  ;  demerit  enougk 
tp  deferve  it ;  fomewhat  amifs,  that  requires  amexi^- 
ment ;  fome  corruptions  growing  into  exorbitaacy ) 
fome  errors  that  fiand  in  need  of  phyfic  to  cleanfip 
them ;  ibme  budding  diforders  that  ftand  in  need  qi% 
inedicine  to  prevent  them.  It  is  the  great  buiiaeis  of 
Afflidtion  ;  the  great  meflage  that  it.  brings  from  Pwi  t9 
loan,  is  to  fearch  out  and  fee  what  is  amifs,  what  is 
flfi*e£Uve ;  and  to  ranfack  our  fouls  and  hearts  a&4 
lives,  and  fearch  whether  there  be  not  fomething  pffi^ 
live  to  God, 

8.  1  o  put  a  man  io  a  double  duty  upon  this  fciarc^j 
namely,  if  upon  an  impartial  fcrutiny,  thou  fiQ4  th^ 
cc«ifcience  clear  from  great  and  wafting  fins,  hmn^j 
blefe  God  for  his  grace,  that  hath  preferved  thee  firom 
the  great  tranfgreflicm  ;  but  yet  humble  thyfelf  for  tfcy 
/ins  of  daily  incurfion,  for  thy  fins  of  omiffion,  for  thy 
coldnefs  in  thy  devotions,  for  thy  want  of  vigilajic^ 
over  thy  paffions,  for  thy  negleft  of  opportunities  of" 
doing  good.  As  thou  haft  matter  of  thankfuhaefe,  fer 
escaping  thofe  greater  and  wafting  fins,  which  otjiec^ 
commit;  yet  thou  haft  matter  of  humiliation  and  tit^ 
pentance  for  thofe  fins  that  are  of  a  leffer  magnitude 
whereunto  thy  daily  inadvertence  and  human  fr^jl^ 
render  thee  liable,  and  to  fet  a  ftrider  watch  upon  ttj* 
felf  even  in  reference  to  thefe.  Again,  on  the  owkfi 
fide,  if  upon  fearch,  thou  find  thyfelf  guilty  of  aM 
greater  fin,  which  hath  not  been  repented  of,  thy  i^ 
flidion  brings  likewife  a  double  mejfage  unto  thoey 
Firft,  a' meflage  of  humiliation  and  repentance  for  thj 
great  tranJjgreffion  ;  and  turning  to  God  with  a  perfeS 
refolution  of  amendment :  and  a  meflage  of  gratitud? 
and  thankfulnefs  to  God,  that  hath  fent  this  meflenger 

of 
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of  Affliflion  tb  awaken  thee  to  repentance  and  amend- 
ment ;  and  hath  given  thee  an  affurance  of  pardon  and 
forgivenefs  upon  thy  repentance  and  amendment^ 
through  the  all-fnfficient  facrifice  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
{|o  that  whatfoever  perfon  AflSiftion  meets  with, 
it  brings  with  it  a  ufeful  and  profitable  meffage  from 
4leliven :  If  it  meet  with  a  perfon  under  the  guilt  of 
fbifie  great  unrepented  fm,  it  brings  him  an  emmd 
fef  humiliation,  repentance,  amendment,  and  thank- 
falliefs :  if  it  meet  with  a  good  man,  fuch  a  man  as 
eyoij  who  h^  the  witnefs  of  God  in  himfelf,  that  he 
%m8  a  perfeft  and  an  upright  man,  yet  it  brings  him  alfo 
tl  meffage  of  the  like  nature,  a  meffage  of  gratitude  to 
^at'God,  that  hath  preferved  him  from  the  great 
*Fffllifgreffion ;  a  meffage  of  humiliation  and  repentance 
lor  hfe  often  failings  and  offences  ;  a  meflage  of  advice 
-to  plitoceed  with  greater  vigilance,  and  to  a  farther  de- 
^fe  of  Ghriftian"  perfection  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 

9,  To  wean  a  Man  from  the  love  of  the  Worlds  zsA  to 
\2arry  up  the  thoughts  and  hopes  and  defires  to  that 
xauntry  whereunto  we  are  appointed.  If  all  things 
nvent  well  even  with  good  men  in  this  life,  they  wouM 
4>e  building  tabernacles  here,  and  fet  up  their  reft  and 
■feopes  on  this  fide  Jordan^  as  the  Rubenites  did  in  the 
'CGfimtry  of  Bajhan^  when  they  found  it  rich  and 
frmtful.  God  Almighty  therefore  in  mercy  makes 
•this  world  unpleafing  to  good  men  by  Alflidion,  that 
•rfiey  may  fet  the  lefs  value  upon  it,  and  fix  their  hopes 
"and  defires  and  endeavours  for  that  city  which  is  above. 

This  is  the  voice  of  the  rod  and  of  him  that  hath  ap- 
^^nted  it,  which  every  wife  man  ought  to  hear  and 
•aitfwer  with  all-  obedience  and  fubmiffion,  and  thank- 
^kiefs:  And  when  Affliaion  hath  wrought  this  effect,  its 
bufinefs  is  in  a  great  meafure  ended  ;  and  for  the  moft 
-part  it  is  thereupon  eafed  or  removed. 

Above  all  the  Temptatious  that  befall  good  Men  in 

''Aj^iElionst  this  commonly  is  that  which  doth  moft 

.  greatly  prevail,  and  doth  them  the  moft  hurt^  namely, 

when  upon  a  diligent  fearch  they  find  their  confciences 

clear 
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clear  from  any  great  offences,  they  are  too  apt  to  rtiig* 
nify  their  own  integrity,  to  expoftulate  the  reafonable* 
nefs  and  juftice  of  the  divine  dealing  with  them,  to 
complain  of  hard  ufage  from  him.  This  was  Job^s 
fault,  and  is  too  apt  to  be  the  fault  of  good  men,  though 
neither  equal  to  him  in  their  perfedions  or  Affifljons ; 
which  coiu^fe  neverthelefs  is,  1.  Very  unjuft  and.  uOp 
reafonable,  for  the  beft  of  men  have  fins  enough;  to 
juftify  the  juftice  of  God  in  his  fevereft  dealing  with 
them,  and  corruptions  enough  to  grow  into  greact^ 
enormities,  which  although  they  perchance  fee  not, 
yet  the  all-knowing  God  fees,  and  in  mercy  and  wiA 
wifdom  prevents,  by  the  corrofives  and  cathartics  rf 
Affliftions  ;  infomuch  that  even  that  good  man,  when 
Almighty  God  opened  his  ear  to  difcipline,  faw  and 
acknowledged,  and  therefore  abhorred  himfelf  in  duft 
and  afhes.  2.  As  it  is  extremely  unjuft,  fo  it  is  ax* 
tremely  foolifh  and  vain ;  For  as  it  is  not  the  way  to 
remove  the  Affliftion,  fo  when  God  is  pleafed  to  re- 
move  it  in  mercy  and  compaffion,  it  makes  a  man  juflJf 
aftiamed,  upon  his  deliverance,  of  that  folly  and  pet- 
tiflinefs  that  he  fliewed  under  his  AflBliaion  againi^^ 
Almighty  God,  who  even  then  had  thoughts  c£ 
mercy  and  deliverance  for  him.  And  this  very  con- 
fideration  had  been  enough  to  have  made  Job's  did' 
liverance  yet  full  of  trouble  and  fhame  for  his  froward- 
nefs  in  his  Affliction,  unlefs  the  gracious  God,  in  ^ 
ftrange  condefcenfion  of  goodnefs  and  gentlenefs,  had 
prevented  it,  by  giving  fo  great  a  fuffrage  unto  his  in- 
tegrity, and  covering  the  errors  and  paflionate  excur- 
(ions  of  his  Afflidtion,  as  a  father  doth  the  errors  and 
follies  of  his  child,  by  an  indulgent  commendation  : 

•  Ye  have  not  fpoken  of  me  the  thing  that  is  right,'  as 

*  my  fervant  Job^' 

And  thus  far  for  the  carriage  that  becomes  us  to  ha^ 
\mder  Affliftion,  and  our  due  improvement  of  it,  to 
the  ends  for  which  Almighty  God  fends  it ;  by  whi(;h 
Almighty  God  receives  the  honour  of  his  fovereignty, 

*  Job  xlii.  7. 
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bis jiifti(ie»  hisgoodnefe,  his  ^dom,  his  truth;  and 
man  receives  the  ben^t  of  prevention  from  fin,  dei^ 
Bverance  out  of  it,  improvement  of  his  graces^  per* 
fefitihg  of  his  foul,  and  advancement  of  his  glory, 
duroogh  the  mercy  of  God,  and  his  bleiling  upon  tlus 
bitter  cup,  the  cup  of  Afflidion. 
/iIIL  I  come  to  the  third  general  canfideratimy 
namdy,  that  temper  and  difpofition  of  mind  that  bc^ 
comes  us  to  have  upon  and  after  deliver ame  from 

:  •  li  Upon  our  deliva-ance  from  Afflifitbns,  we  ought 
bi  a  (pecial  and  folemn  manner  to  return  our  humble 
ind  hearty  thanks  to  Almighty  God ;  to  acknoixrledge 
Imii  to  be  the  author  of  it ;    to  return  unto  him  our 
faamble  and  iorious  praifes,  that  he  hath  been  pleafed  to 
uXwer  our  prayer,  and  hath  given  us  a  plain  teftimony 
tiiat  he  hath  a  regard  to  us :  this  is  the  tribute  that  he 
caqieds  moft  juftly  from  us.     As  he  in  a  fpecial  man- 
neCy  requires  our  prayers  unto  him,   when  we  are 
imder  A£9i£tion,  i:y  he.  requires  that  we  ihould  take 
tKJtice  of  the  returns  of  oin:  prayers,  and  to  pay  him  the 
tribute  of  praife  upon  our  deliverance :  '  Call  upon  me 
^  in  the  day  of  trouble  and  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou 
^fluk  glorify  me  i.'  The  truth  i8,when  we  are  under 
extremities,   we  are  eafily  perfuaded  to  call  to  God 
fi)r  deliverance;  the  very  natural  preflure  of  Afflidiomi 
4nves  us  to  him,    we  Know  not  whither  elfe  to  fly» 
But  as  foon  as  the  rod  is  gone,  we  are  dtdl  and  back« 
ivard  in  returning  glory  to  God ;  and  we  are  moft  apt 
Co  take  notice  of  the  means  that  immediately  went  be« 
fore  ;  If  we  or  any  of  our  rdbtions  are  delivered  from 
(icknefs,  we  have  it  prefently  upon  our  tongues'  ends^ 
that  we  had  a  carefril  or  fkilful  phyfidan,   a  ftrong 
Dcmftitution,  favourable  weather,  fome  lucky  accident 
:bat  happened  unto  us ;  and  the  like  we  are  apt  to  do 
iq)On  other  deliverances,  and  rarely,  or  at  Uaft^  not 
nth  that  fincerity,  acknowledge  the  mercy  of  God, 
Btti  the  hand  of  God  to  be  that  which  t#esd  xat 

»ftia.i.  15. 
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up.     It  is  tme,  means  are  not  ta  be  negleded  ;  it  is  a 
prefumption  and  tempting  of  God  \  but  it  is  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  that  gives  us  means ;    and  the  blef- 
ling  of  God  that  makes  them  fuccefsful,   that  fonie^ 
times  bleffeth  poor  and  weak  anid  unlikely  means  td 
produce  defired  eflFefts  ;  fometimes  maketh  thofe  very 
things  we  call  accidents,  that  feem  to  import  the  very 
•deftruftion  of  a  man,  to  be  the  means  of  his  recoveryi 
and  fometimes  brings  about  the  vifible  means.     Wc^ 
are  no  lefs  to  acknowledge  his  goodnefs  and  influence, 
when  we  feem  to  be  delivered   by   means,    than  if 
we  were  delivered  by  miracle.     It  is  true,  we  are  apt 
to  faften  our  thoughts  and  reafons  upon  means,  be^ 
caufe  we  fee  them  :  but  if  our  eyes  could  be  fo  opened 
as  the  prophet's  fervant's  were,  when  he  faw  the  chariots 
of  fire  in  the  mountain,  we  fhould  fee  another  kind  of 
regiment  and  government,  and  ordering  and  difpofing 
of  things,  than  now  we  fee.    Many,  if  not  moft,  of 
thofe  fignal  deliverances,  that  a  man  or  a  nation  hath, 
are  wrought  not  fo  much  by  the  efficacy  of  means,  as 
by  a  fecret  invifible  hand  of  Providential  Government, 
which  we  fee  not.    If  therefore  thou  art  delivered  from 
any  great  diftrefs  of  any  kind,  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
thou  canft  not  attribute  it  to  means,  or  poflibly  above 
or  beyond  means,  the  hand  of  thy  Deliverer  is  more 
ftgnal  and  confpicuous ;  glorify  his  mercy  and  good- 
nefs:   and  if   thou  dofl  obtain  thy    deliverance  by 
means,  yet  flill  glorify  his  mercy  and  goodnefs ;  fbt 
it  is  his  providence  that  fends  means,  his  power  and 
goodnefs  that  blefleth  it  to  its  defired  fuccefs :    the  ef- 
ficiency and  energy  of  the  principal  caufe  is  that  which 
gives  efficacy  to  the  means,  and  makes  it  effedual. 

2.  Endeavour  to  exprefs  thy  thankfulnefs  by  a  fin- 
cere  and  faithful  obedience  to  the  will  of  that  God,  that 
hath  thus  delivered  thee.  A  true  and  hearty  thank- 
fulnefs of  mind  uiU  not  content  itfelf  with  bare  vecbal 
praifes  and  acknowledgments  ;  but  will  fludy  and  en- 
deavour to  find  out,  and  do  all  that  may  be  well- 
pleafmg  and  delightful  and  acceptable  to  his  great  be- 
nefactor: 
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nefaflor :  and  wherever  the  heart  is  truly  aflfefted  with 
the  fenfe  of  the  favour,  goodnefs  and  love  of  God,  and 
that  the  deliverance  it  hath  had,  is  from  his  hand,  it 
ndll  think  nothing  too  much  to  be  done,  that  may  be 
ijirell  pleafing  to  him.     Great  acclamations  and  verbal 
praifes  and  acknowledgments  without  an  honeft  and 
lincere  endeavour  to  pleafe  and  obey  him,  are  but  a 
piece  of  mockery  and  hypocritical  compliment :  and  a 
mere  firuftration  and  difappointment  of  Almighty  God, 
in  the  end  and  defign  of  his  mercy  to  us  ;  which  is, 
to  make  us  really  better,  more  dutirul,  more  capable, of 
gX*eater  and  everlafting  mercies :  to  make  usbetter  exam- 
ples to  others,  who  may  thereby  be  invited  to  follow  us 
in  piety  and  goodnefs.    A  man  that  hath  received  great 
and  fignal  mercies  and  deliverances,  becomes  a  great 
and  efficacious  example,  and  of  much  good,  or  much 
evil,    according  as  he  carries  himfelf  after  eminent 
mercies  received  :    If  he  become  more  pious,  virtuous, 
juft,  fober,  than  before,   he  becomes  a  forcible  mo- 
tive and  encouragement  to  others  to  be  like  him; 
again,  if  he  either  remain  or  degenerate  into  impiety, 
vanity,  or  vice  j    he  difcourageth  goodnefs,  and  be- 
comes a  great  temptation  to  others  to  be  like  him. 

3.  Take  heed  left  after  great  deliverance,  thy  heart 
be  lifted  up  into  prefumption  upon  God,  pride  and 
Vain-glory,  and  a  conceit  of  thy  own  goodnefs  and 
worth.  This  is  the  common  temptation  that  grows 
upon  much  mercy  received,  and  therefore  the  wife 
lawgiver  did  very  frequently  caution  the  people  of 
Ifrael  againft  this  :  ^  Speak  not  in  thy  heart  after  the 
*  Lord  thy  God  hath  caft  them  out,  faying,  For  my 
^  righteoufnefs  the  Lord  hath  brought  me  to  pofTefs 
'  this  landi,'  &c.  Let  thy  Affliaions  find  thee  hum- 
ble,  and  let  thy  Affliftions  make  thee  more  humble ; 
but  let  thy  deliverance  yet  increafe  thy  humility ;  the 
more  mercy  God  Ihews  thee,  the  more  humble  ever 
let  thy  heart  be,  upon  a  double  account.  1.  Thy  de- 
liverances do  or  Ihould  make  thee    know   Almighty 

»  Deut.  ix.  4. 
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Crod  the  more ;  and  the  more  thou  knowett  hini,^  the 
more  humble  it  fliould  make  thee :   *  I  have  heard  dF 

*  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eyes 
^  have  feen  thee ;  wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf  in  duft  ahd 

•  aflies^'  2*  Thou  haft  need  to  double  thy  guards  (& 
humility,  becaufe  upon  great  deliverance  thou  niuft 
lexpefk  that  the  temptation  and  affaults  of  pride  and 
Tain-glory  will  be  molt  bufy  with  thee :  and  if  in  all  thy 
preparations  for  Afiliftions  thou  haft  ftudied  humilitjr  j 
if  under  all  thy  Afilifbions  thou  haft  improved  thy 
humility ;  yet  if  now,  upon  thy  deliverance,  thou  an 
loft  in  pride  and  vain-glory,  thou  haft  loft  all  the 
'benefit  both  of  thy  preparations,  and  of  thy  Aj91i£tions^ 
and  of  thy  deliverance  alfo :  thou  art  like  an  unhappy 
fliip  that  hath  endured  the  fea,  and  borne  the 
^orm,  and  yet  finks  when  ftie  is  come  into  the  harbour* 

4.  And  upon  the  fame  account  be  vijlant  and  wdtch^ 
ful.  It  is  true,  thou  haft  weathered  a  great  ftorm,  out 
of  which  by  the  mercy  of  God  thou  art  delivered  \ 
but  ftill  be  upon  thy  guard,  thou  knoweft  not  how  foon 
thou  flialt  meet  with  another ;  take  heed  it  furprife 
thee  not  unprovided.  Though  thou  haft  endured,  it 
.  may  be>  a  long  and  dark  ftorm  of  ^AfHidion,  and  God 
hath  mercifully  delivered  thee;  yet  thou  haft  no 
promife  from  Almighty  God  that  thou  {halt  meet  with 
no  more.  Thefe  three  coffjideratiom  fliould  keep  thee 
watchful  and  vigilant,  notwithftanding  great  deliverance 
'£xx>m  great  Affliftions,  1.  Thou  art  thereby  better 
fitted  and  prepared  to  receive  it ;  if  it  come  it  uiall  not 
furprife  thee  unawares,  nor  find  thee  fleeping.  2*  Moft 
certainly  if  any  thing  be  a  more  likely  means  to 
preferve  thee  under  fo  great  AiHiftion,  k  is  a  pre- 
pared, watchful,  vigilant  mind :  for,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak^ 
Afflidions  have  no  great  bufinefs  with  fuch  a  man; 
for  he  is  already  in  that  pofture  and  frame  of  heart,  that 
AiHiflion  is  ordinarly  fent  to  give  a  man,  S.  There  is 
liothing  more  likely  to  prociwe  Afflidion  than  fecurity 
and  unpreparedneis  of  mind :  And  that,  firft,  in  re* 

*  Job  xlu.  6. 
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peO:  ^f  the  goodnefs,  mercy,  and  juftic!^  qf  Cod,  v^ 
hqqgh  ^th  moil  unblameabb  juit^ev  yet  mth  Angli- 
an mfsrcy,  is  very  likely  tp  feud  AfHi£i^  to  aw^ij^ 
liixi  andr  ame^d  hiixii  and,  to  recal  him  £rom  that  ten- 
ancy toapollafy^  that  %curity  is  apx  to  bring  upon  biii|« 
iecondly>  m  refpcd  of  the  malice  and  vigilancy  of  the 
rjDeat  leaemy  of  mankind ;  who,  a$  he  never  wants 
na^ce,  fo  he  often  gets  a  permiiHon  to  worry  a  man 
irhom  he  hath  under  this  diladvantage  of  unprepared* 
lieia^  and  fecurity. 

.  S*  Be  careful  to  keep  as  great  AfflifUons,  fo  alfo 
'teat  deliverances,  in  memory.  Moft  men  upon  tli^e 
3Feih  receipt  of  mercy  and  deliverance  have  a  quick  anpl 
ively  apprehenfion  of  it ;  and  accordingly  their  a^ 
Ee£tions  of  thankfulnefs,  and  practices  and  purpofes  c|^ 
dbedience  are  lively  and  diligent ;  but  in  procefs  of 
dme,  and  as  the  man  is  further  diftant  from  his  deli- 
verance, fo  the  memory  of  it  doth  gradually,  and  pof- 
fibly  fuddenly,  vanifli  and  decay :  and  as  the  remem- 
brance of  the  deliverance  decays  and  grows  weaker 
and  weaker,  fo  do  thefe  affedions  or  difpofilions  of 
the  foul  that  are  before-mentioned :  The  thankfulnefs 
grows  faint,  and  fo  doth  the  obedience,  and  fo  doth 
the  humility,  and  fo  doth  the  watchfulnefs :  and  as  the 
'wal:er  that  hath  been  heated,  being  removed  from  the 
fire,  grows  by  degrees  colder  and  colder,  till  at  laft  it 
comes  to  its  old  coldnefs  that  it  firft  had ;  fo  in  a  lit- 
tle time  the  Afflidion  is  forgot,  and  the  deliverance  is 
forgot,  and  the  man  is  grown  into  the  very  fame  ftate, 
as  if  he  never  had  felt  either,  and  poffibly  worfe.  There- 
fore keep  deliverances  and  AfHiftions  too,  frefh  in  thy 
memory  ;  call  thyfelf  frequently  to  account  for  them ; 
ufe  fome  expedient  that  may  frequently  remind  thee 
of  them  with  all  their  circumftances  ;  fet  them  down 
in  writing ;  mention  them  often ;  recoiled:  them  often; 
and  recoiled  what  thoughts,  purpofes,  temper  of  mind 
and  fpirit  was  then  upon  thee,  when  thy  Afilidions 
were  upon  thee,  or  thy  deliverances  frefhiy  given  to 
thect     Caft  with  thyfelf  how  if  thefe  were  now  as  frefh 
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to  thee  as  they  were  then,  with  what  motions  or  d£^^ 
pofitions  of  foul  thou  (houldefl  receive  them ;  and 
ion  thyfelf  into  the  fame  temper  and  habitude  of  than) 
fulnefs,  as  then  thou  hadft.     By  this  keeping  th^R 
memory  of  thefe  Afflifdons  and  thefe  deliverances  frefltra 
under  all   its   circumftances,    thou  wilt  with  them  ^ 
and  in  the  fame  degree  as  thy  remembrance  is  of  them, 
revive  and  excite,  and  preferve  and  keep  alive,  ant 
quick  and  aftive,  the  fame  gratitude,  the  fame  hurniKtjr-a 
the  fame  obedience,  the  fame  vigilance  that  thews 
Affliftions  or  thefe  deliverances    wrought   in  thee, 
when  they  were  frefli  with  thee  or  upon  thee,  -■  The    W 
vigorous  perpetuating  of  the  remembrance  of  them    Ij 
will  be  an  effeftual  means  to  perpetuate  the  due.frpjf 
of  them  in  their  life,  vigour,  and  intention, 


AGOC^^ 
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A  GOOD    METHOD 


TO  ENTERTAIN' 


UNSTABLE  AND  TROUBLESOME  TIMES,; 


X  HE  firft  expedient  is  to  expeSl  them  before  they  come  i 
The  very  ftate  of  the  world  is  uncertain  and  unftable, 
ajid  for  the  mod  part  ftormy  and  troublefome  i  if  there 
be  fpme  intervals  of  tranquillity  and  fedatenefs,  they 
are  commonly  attended  with  longer  periods  of  un- 
quietnefs  and  trouble ;  and   the  greateft  impreffion^ 
are  then  made  by  them,  when  they  furprife  us,  and 
come  unexpefted.     When  the  mind  is  prepared  for 
them  by  a  kind  of  anticipation,  it  abates  the  edge,  and 
keennefs  and  fliarpnefs  of  them.  By  this  means  a  man, 
in  a  great  meafure,  knows  the  worft  of  them  before  he 
feels  them,  which  renders  the  very  incumbence  ^  of 
them  not  fo  fmart  and  troublefome  to  fenfe,  as  other- 
wife  they  would  be.     This  pre-apprehenfion  and  an- 
ticipation of  troubles  and  difficulties  is  the  mother  of 
freniehticn^  where  it  is  poffible ;  and  where  it  is  not, 
yet  it  is  the  mother  of  fatience  and  refolution  when 
they  come.     Bilney^  the  Martyr,  was  wont,  before  he 
fuffered,  to  put  his  finger  in  the  candle,  to  habituate 
himfelf  toapatient  undergoing  of  his  future  martyrdom  j 
ty  this  means,  he  in  a  great  meafure  knew  the  worit 
of  it,  and  armed  himfelf  with  refolution  and  patiencQ 
to  bear  it.     Men  are  apt  to  feed  their  fancies  with  th^ 
anticipation  of  what  they  hope  for  and  ^ifh  in  thi§ 
ivorld,  and  to  poffefs  it  in  imagination  before  they  at- 

*  To  bear  with.  *  weight. 
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tain  it  in  fruition  ;  and  this  makes  men  vain :  but  if 
they  would  have  the  patience  fometimes  to  anticipate 
what  they  have  juft  caufe  to  fear,  and  to  put  them- 
felves  under  a  pre-apprehenfion  of  it,  in  relation  to 
croffes  and  troubles,  it  would  make  them  ui/ey  and 
teach  them  a  leffon  of  patience  and  moderation,  be- 
fore they  have  occafion  to  ufe  it ;  fo  that  they  need 
not  then  begin  to  learn  it,  when  the  prefent  and  in- 
cumbent preflure  renders  the  leffon  more  difficultr 
This  was  the  method  our  bleffed  Lord  took  with  his 
Difciples,  frequently  to  tell  them  before-hand  what 
they  muft  exped  in  the  world  i,  and  in  divers  other 
places,  telling  them,  they  muft  expeft  in  this  world  the 
worft  of  temporal  evils,  that  they  might  thereby  be 
prepared  to  entertain  them  with  refolution.  ana  pa- 
tience, and  might  habituate  their  minds  for  tfaeii*  re- 
cq>tion. 

2.  The  fecond  expedient  is,  that  we  ufe  all  diligence 
to  gain  Juch  a  treajure  as  lies  above  the  reach  of  the 
ftorms  of  this  world ;  a  kingdom  that  cannot  be  ihaken; 
namely,  our  peace  with  God  in  Chrift,  the  pardon  of 
our  fins,  and  a  well-groimded  hope  and  affurance  of 
eternal  life.  Thefe  be  things  that  lie  out  of  gun-ihot, 
and  will  render  the  greateft  troubles  that  can  befel 
this  lower  world,  or  us  in  it,  not  only  tolerable,  bitt 
imall  and  inconfiderable,  when  in  the  midft  of  all  the 
concuffions  of  this  world,  in  the  midfl  of  loffes  of  goods 
or  eftate,  in  the  midfl  of  ftorms  and  confufions,  and 
difafters,  and  calamities^  a  man  can  have  fuch  deep  and 
fettled  confiderations  as  thefe :    *  Though  I  can  fee 

*  nothing  but  confufions,  and  little  hopes  ofthdr  amerid- 

*  ment,  yet  I  have  that  which  is  out  of  the  reach  of  all 
^  thefe }  that  which  is  infinitely  more  valuable  to  me, 

*  than  all  the  beft  the  world  can  give  ;  that  which  I 

*  can  pleafe  and  comfort  myfelf  in,  notwitbftanding  all 

*  thefe  worldly  diftraftions  and  fears ;    namely,  the  ' 

*  affurance  of  my  peace  with  the  great  God  of  Heaven 

>  Matth.  X. 

^and 


utffisble  dnd  trtmblijome  Times.  SSS 

« and  Earth.  The  worft  that  I  can  fuflfer  by  tbefe  <U£» 
^  compofures,  and  the  moft  I  can  fear  from  them,  is  but 

*  death  ;  and  that  will  not  only  put  a  .period  to  th» 
^  things  I  fuflfer,  or  can  fear  in  this  life,  but  will  let  me 

*  into  the  aftual  poflTefTion  of  my  hopes,  even  fuch  a 

*  ftate  of  glory  and  happinefs  as  can  never  be  ended  nor 
^  fliaken/  Such  a  hope,  and  fuch  an  aifurance  as  that 
will  keep  the  foul  above  water,  and  in  a  ilate  of  peaca 
and  tranquillity  in  all  the  tempefts  and  fhipwrccks 
that  can  befall  either  this  inferior  world,  or  any  perfioii 
mit* 

S.  The  third  expedient  is  this,  that  a  man  ie  rejolved* 
fy  conftant  t$  keep  a  good  confcience^  both  before  the  ap# 
proach  of  troubles,  and  under  them.  It  is  moil: 
certainly  true,  that  the  very  fting  and  venom  of  ail 
crofles  and  troubles,  is  fin,  and  a  confcioufhefs  of  the 
guilt  of  it.  This  is  that  which  gives  troubles  and 
crofles,  and  calamities  their  vigour,  force,  and  iharpneis; 
it  18  the  elixir;  the  very  life  of  them,  when  a  man  ihall  be 
under  extreme  outward  calamities,  lofs  of  goods,  lofs  of 
liberty,  lofs  of  country,  all  outward  hopes  failing,  and 
ftill  greater  billows,  and  waves  and  ftorms,  and  fears  in 
profpedt,  and  within  an  angry,  unquiet,  avenging 
conldence,  then  indeed  troubles  have  their  perfection 
€)i  malignity.  But  if  a  man  in  the  micift  of  all  thefe 
black  and  ftormy  appearances,  hath  a  confcience  full  of 
peace,  and  integrity,  and  comfortable  atteftation,  this 
gives  a  calm  in  the  midA  of  all  thefe  (Icrms ;  and  the 
Teafon  is  apparent,  for  it  is  not  the  tempeftuouliiefs  or 
tranquillity  of  externals,  that  creates  the  trouble  or  the 
quietnefs  of  the  man,  but  it  is  the  mind,  and  that  ftate 
of  compofure  or  difcompofure  that  the  mind  is  put 
into  occafionally  from  them :  -and  fince  there  is  nodung 
in  the  world  that  conduceth  more  to  the  compofure  and 
tranquillity  of  the  mind,  than  the  ferenity  and  deamefe 
of  the  confcience,  keep  but  that  lafe  and  imtsdnted,  thie 
jnind  will  enjoy  a  calm  and  tranquillity  in  the  midft  of 
all  the  ftorms  of  the  world  t  and  although  the  waves 

beat. 
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beat,  and  the  fea  works,  and  the  winds  blow,  that 
Blind  that  hath  a  quiet  and  clear  confcience  withia^ 
iwll  be  as  ftable  and  as .  fafe  from  perturbation,  as  * 
rock  in  the  midft  of  a  tempeftuous  fea,  and  will  be  a 
Gojhen  to  and  within  itfelf,  when  the  reft  of  the  world 
without,  and  round  about  a  man,  is  like  an  Egypt  for 
plagues  and  darknefs.  If  therefore,  either  before  the 
accefs  or  irruption  of  troubles,  or  under  their  preffure, 
any  thing  or  perfon  in  the  world  folicit  thee  to.  eafe  or; 
deliver  thyfelf  by  a  breach  or  wound  of  thy  confcience, 
know  .they  are  about  to  cheat  thee  of  thy  beft  fecqrity. 
under  God,  againft  the  power  and  malignity  of  trou- 
bles ;  they  are  about  to  clip  off  that  lock,  wherein  next 
under  God  thy  ftrength  lieth.  "Whatever  therefoife 
thou  doft  hazard  or  lofe,  keep  the  integrity  of  thy 
confcience  both  before  the  accefs  of  troubles,  and 
under  them.  It  is  a  jewel  that  will  make  thee  rich 
in  the  midft  of  poverty ;  a  fun  that  will  give  thee 
light  in  the  midft  of  darknefs  ;  a  fortrefs  that  will 
keep  thee  fafe  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  that  is 
never  to  be  taken,  unlefs  thou  thyfelf  betray  it,,  and 
dehver  it  up. 

4.  The  next  expedient  is  this ;  namely,  an  ajfuranc^  . 
that  the  Divine  wijdomy  fewer  and  providence^  doth  difn 
pofe^  govern^  and  order  all  the  things  in  the  world,  even 
thofe  that  feem  moft  confufed,  irregular,  tumultuoi&i 
and  contumacious.  This,  as  it  is  a  moft  certain  truths 
fo  it  is  a  moft  excellent  expedient  to  compofe  and  fettle 
the  mind,  efpecially  of  fuch  a  man  who  truly  loves  and 
fears  this  great  Gcid,  even  under  the  blackeft  and  nM)ft 
difnial  troubles  and  confufions ;  for  it  muft  moft  ne* 
ceflarily  give  a  found,  prefent,  and  praftical  argument 
of  patience  and  contentation  :  for  even  thefe blackdif- 
penfations  are  under  the  government  and  management 
of  the  moft  wife  and  powerful  God.  Why  Ihould  I, 
that  am  a  foolifh  vaui  creature,  that  fcarce  fee  to  any 
diftance  before  me,  take  upon  me  to  cenfure  thefe 
difpenfations,  to  ftruggle  impadently  with  them,  to  dit. 

quiet 
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quiet  and  torment  myfelf  with  vexation  at  them  ?  Let 
-God  alone  to  goVem  and  order  the  world  as  he  thinks 
fit :  as  his  power  is  infinite^  and  cannot  be  refitted,  fo 
is  his  wifdom  infinite,  and  knows  beft  what  is  to  be 
done,  and  when,  and  how.  2.  As  it  gives  a  found  ar- 
gument of  patience  and  contentednefs,  fo  it  gives  a 
tlear  inference  of  refignation  ofourfelves  up  unto  him, 
tod  to  his  vidll  and  dilpofal,  upon  the  account  of  his 
goodnefs.  It  is  the  mere  bounty  and  goodnefs  of  God 
that  firft  gave  being  to  all  things,  and  preferves  all 
things  in  their  being  ;  that  gives  all  thofe  accommoda* 
tions  and  conveniencies  that  accompany  their  being  ; 
why  fhould  I  therefore  diftruft  his  goodnefs  ?  As  he 
hatJi  power  to  do  what  he  pleafeth,  wifdom  to  direft  and 

,  difpof^  that  power,  fo  he  hath  infinite  goodnefs  that 
accompanies  that  power  and  that  wifdom.  As  I  can- 
hot  put  my  will  into  the  hands  of  greater  wifdom,  fo  I 
cannot  put  my  will  into  the  hands  of  greater  goodnefe. 
His  beneficence  to  his  creatures  is  greater  than  it  is  pof- 
iible  for  the  creatures  to  have  to  themfelves,  I  will  not 
only  therefore  patiently  fubmit  to  his  power  and  will^ 
which  I  can  by  no '  means  refift,  but  cheerfully  refign 
iip  myfelf  to  the  difpofal  of  his  will,  which  is  infinitely 
beft,  and  therefore  a  better  rule  for  my  difpofal  than 

*  ttiy  own  will. 

.5.  The  next  expedient  is  faith  and  recumbence  ^  upon 
ihife  promijes  of  his,  which  all  wife  and  good  men  do, 
and  mutt  value  above  the  beft  inheritance  in  this  world  j 
namely,  that  he  will  not  leave  nor  forfake  thofe  that 
fear  and  love  him  2/  'How  much  more  fhall  your 
^  heavenly  Father  give  good  things  to  them  that  aflc 

*  him^  ?'  «  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  de- 
*Hvered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fhall  he  not  with  him 

*  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ^  ?*  *  All  things  fhall 
^  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  loveGod^.'  Upon 
the  affurance  of  thefe  Divine  promifes,  my  heart  may 
quiet  itfelf  in  the  midft  of  all  the  moft  dark  and  tu- 

'  reliance.         *  Heb.  xiii.  5.         '  Matth.  vi.  30.  Mattli.  vii.  1 1. 
^  Rom.  viii.  Si.  *  Rom.  viii.  «8.j 
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multuous  concuffictis  in  the  world.  Is  it  beil  for  »]« t0 
be  delivered  out  of  them,  or  to  be  preferved  in  or  tn- 
der  them  ?  I  am  under  tte  providence  and  goyeni- 
wjent  of  my  heavenly  Father,  who  hath  faid.  He  wil| 
not  leave  me,  nor  forfake  me ;  who  takes  more  care  of 
mty  and  bears  more  love  to  me  than  I  can  bear  to  my 
inoft  dutiful  child ;  that  can  in  a  moment  refcue  m^ 
from  the  calamity,  or  infallibly  fecure  me  under  it  j 
tiiat  fee$  and  knows  every  moment  of  my  condition^ 
and  a  thoufand  expedients  tq  preferve  or  relieve  me» 
On  the  other  fide,  do  I  fall  in  the  fame  common  caUr 
inity,  and  fmk  under  it,  without  any  deliverance  from  it^ 
or  prefervation  under  it  f  His  will  he  dope^  I  am  fur€ 
h  is  for  my  good  ;  nay,  it  is  not  poilible  it  fhould  be 
otherwife :  For  my  very  death,  the  worft  of  worldly 
evils,  will  be  but  the  tranfmifTion  of  me  into  a  ftateof 
bleffednefs,  reft  and  immortality ;    for,  *  Bleifed  are 

*  they  that  die  in  the  Lord,  they  reft  from  their  labours* 

*  and  their  works  follow  them  ^' 

6.  The  next  expedient  is  prayer.  The  glorious 
God  of  Heaven  hath  given  us  a  free  and  open  acceff 
to  his  throne,  there  to  fue  out  by  prayer,  thofe  blef- 
fings  and  mercies  which  he  hath  promifed.  It  is  not 
only  a  duty  that  we  owe  in  recognition  of  the  JJivine 
fovereignty  ;  a  privilege  of  greater  value  than  if  we 
.were  made  lords  of  the  whole  earth  \  bur  a  means  to 
attain  thofe  mercies,  that  the  Divine  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  knows  to  be  fitteft  for  us  ;  by  thefe  means  we  may 
be  fure  to  have  deliverance  or  prefervation,  if  ufeful  or 
iit  for  us ;  or  if  not,  yet  thofe  favours  and  condefcen^ 
lions  from  Almighty  God,  that  are  better  than  deli* 
verance  itfelf;  namely,  patience  and  contentedneft 
with  the  Divine  good  pleafure;  refignation  of  our 
wills  to  him ;  great  peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind  | 
evidences  and  communications  of  his  love  and  fiaivour 
to  us ;  fupport  under  our  weakneffes  and  defpond^* 
des ;  and  many  times  Almighty  God,  in  thefe  wilder-p 
neffes  of  diftraftions  and  confiifions,  and  ftorms,  and 

»  Rjev.  xiv.  13. 

calamities* 
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calamides,  whether  public  or  private,  gives  out,  as  a 
return  to  hearty  and  faithful  prayer,  fuch  revelations 
of  his  goodnefs,  and  irradiations  of  h^  £avour  and  love, 
that  a  man  would  not  exchange  for  all  the  external 
liappinefe  that  this  world  can  afibrd,  and  recompen«> 
jCeth  the  lo&  and  troubles  in  relation  to  externals,  widi 
a  far  greater  meafure  of  the  manifeftations  of  his  &• 
vour,  than  ever  a  man  did  recdve  in  his  greateft  con^ 
iiuence  of  external  advantages.  Yea,  and  poffibly ,  the 
time  of  external  ftorms  and  troubles  is  far  more,  fes^ 
fonaUe  for  fuch  retxims  of  faithful  and  humble  prayei^ 
than  the  times  of  external  affluence  and  benefits ;  and 
the  devotion  of  the  foul  by  fuch  troubles  raifed  to  z 

greater  height,  and  accompanied  by  more  grace,  and 
umility,  and  fervency^  than  is  ordinari^  Ibtindia^ 
condition  of  external  peace,  plenty,  and  ferenity* 
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PEACE  way-ward  Soul  1  let  not  thofe  various  Sorm», 
Which  hourly  fill  the  world  with  freih  alarms. 
Invade  thy  peace ;  nor  difcompofe  that  refty 
Which  thou  may'ft  keep  untouched  within  thy  brcaft. 
Amidft  thofe  whirlwinds,  if  thou  keep  but  free 
The  intercourfe  betwixt  thy  God  and  thee  ; 
Thy  region  lies  above  thefe  dorms ;  and  know, 
Thy  thoughts  are  earthly,  and  they  creep  too  low. 
If  thefe  can  reach  thee,  or  accefs  can  find, 
To  bring  or  raife  like  tempefts  in  thy  mind. 
But  yet  in  thefe  diforders  fomething  liejf, 
Thatls  worth  thy  notice,  out  of  which  the  wife 

May 
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May  trace  and  find  that  juft  and  powerful  Hand, 
That  fecretly,  but  furely  doth  command 
And  manage  ihefe  diftempers  with  that  (kill. 
That  while  they  feem  to  crofs,  they  a6l  his  wilL 
Obfcrve  that  filver  thread,  that  ftecrs  and  bendi 
The  worft  of  all  diforders,  to  fuch  ends. 
That  fpeak  his  jufticc,  goodnefs,  providence, 
Who  clofely  guides  it  by  his  influence. 
And  though  thefe  ftorms  are  loud,  yet  liften  well, 
There  is  another  melTage  that  they  tell : 
This  world  is  not  thy  country  5  ^tis  thy  way ; 
Too  much  contentment  would  invite  thy  flay 
Too  long  upon  thy  journey ;  make  it  ftrange. 
Unwelcome  news,  to  think  upon  a  change : 
Whereas  this  rugged  entertainment  fends 
Thy  thoughts  before  thee  to  thy  journey's  end  j 
Chides  thy  defires  homewards  5  tells  thee  plain. 
To  think  of  refting  here  it  is  but  vain  ; 
Makes  thee  to  fet  an  equal  eflimate 
On  this  uncertain  world,  and  ajufl:  rate 
On  that  to  come ;  it  bids  thee  wait  and  flay. 
Until  thy  Matter  calls,  and  then  with  joy 
To  entertain  it.    Such  a  change  as  this. 
Renders  thy  lofs,  thy  gain  j  improves  thy  blif». 


OP 
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THE  REDEMPTION  OF  TIME 


HOW,  AND  WHY  IT  IS  TO  BE  REDEEMED. 


1  WOULD  confider  thefe  particulars :  1.  What  that 
Time  is  which  we  are  to  redeem.  2.  What  it  is  to  re- 
deem that  Time.  S.  How  that  Time  is  to  be  redeemed. 
4.  Why  that  Time  is  thus  to  be  redeemed. 

The  firft  of  thefe.  What  that  Time  is,  that  is  to 
be  redeemed.  The  philofophers  trouble  themfelves 
much  what  Time  is,  and  leave  it  very  difficult ;  but 
we  fliall  not  need  to  trouble  ourfelves  with  that  enquiry- 
The  Time  that  is  here  meant,  feems  to  be  under  thig 
double  relation :  Firft,  in  relation  to  fome  apt  feafon 
for  any  thing  to  be  done ;  and  then  it  is  properly 
<:alled  opportunity,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  co- 
incidence of  fome  circumftances  accommodated  to  fome 
a^on  fuitable  to  it :  as  the  Time  for  the  hufband- 
man  to  reap  his  com,  is  when  the  corn  is  ripe,  and 
the  weather  feafonable ;  it  is  Time  for  the  fmith  to 
forge  iron  when  it  is  hot,  and  therefore  malleable.  And 
fo  in  matters  moral ;  it  is  a  Time  to  {how  mercy  when 
an  objeQ:  of  mifery  occurs,  aiid  a  pov/cr  to  give  relief. 
This,  as  I  take  it,  is  that  which  the  Greeks  call  juxif^g^ 
or  opportunity.  Secondly,  in  relation  to  that  conti- 
nuance of  the  duration  of  the  reafonable  creature  in 
life,  in  this  world,  or  the  Time  of  our  life. 

II.  To  redeem  Time,  therefore,  is  in  relation  to 
both  thefe  ;  viz.  1 .  In  relation  to  feafons  and  oppor- 
tunities ;  the  redemption  of  Time  in  this  refpefl:  is, 
1.  Diligently  to  watch  and  obferve  all  fitting  feafons 
and  opportunities  of  doijig  all  the  good  we  may,  whe- 
ther 
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ther  in  relation  to  Almighty  God,  his  fervice  and  glory ; 
ia  relation  to  others,  in  all  ads  of  charity  and  juftice; 
in  relation  to  ourfelves,  in  improvements  of  know- 
ledge, piety y  and  virtue.     2    Induftrioufly  to  lay  hold 
of  all  thefe  opportunities,  and  not  to  let  them  flip,  but 
to  apply  fuitable  aftions  to  fuitable  opportunities  whea 
they  occur,     2.  In  relation  to  the  Times  of  our  lives ; 
and  fo  we  are  faid  to  redeem  our  Time.     1.  When  we 
conftantly  employ  our  Time,  and  leave  as  few  vacuities 
and  in^ejiitia  ^  in  it  without  employing  it.     The  oppo- 
fite  to  this  is  idlenefs,  or  doing  notliing.     2*  Wheii 
We  employ  our  Time  conftantly  in  doing  fomediing 
that  is  anfwerable  to  the  value  and  ufefulnefs  of  our 
Time.     The  oppofites  to  this  are,  firft,  the  finful  em- 
ployment of  our  Time,  which  is  indeed  worfe  than 
idlenefe :  Or,  fecondly,  the  vain,  and  impertinent,  and 
unprofitable  employment  of  our  Time,  as  Domitian  did 
in  the  killing  of  flies.     3.  When  we  employ  our  lune^ 
not  only  in  things  profitable,  but  in  fuch  things  as  are 
of  greateft  ufe  and  importance ;  and  therefore  fuc& 
employments  as  are  of  greateft  importance  and  jcoop 
cernment  ought  to  take  up  the  greateft  and  moft  cott 
fiderable  part  of  our  Time  ;  oAerwife  we  are  impni»» 
dent  and  irrational  in  the  improvement  or  redemptiom 
ofeurTime.     And  therefore  this  redeeming  of  our 
Time  is  ordinarily  called  hufoanding  of  our  Time,  m 
refemblance  of  the  huft^andman's  proceeding  wkh  Ms 
ground.     If  the  hufbandman  doth  not  at  ail  tiU  aaA 
low  his  groimd,  but  is  idle;  or  if  he  takes  mucH 
pains  in  tilling  of  his  ground,  and  fows  nothing  but 
cockle  and  darnel,  or  fuch  hurtful  feeds  ;  or  if  he  lewis 
not  that  which  is  hurtful,  but  fows  light  or  unprofitahkr 
com ;  or  fows  that  ground  with  a  more  ignoble  and 
unufeful  grain,  which  would  with  more  reafon  and  ad- 
vantage be  employed  to  a  more  noble  grain,  that  would 
yield  more  profit ;   or  if  he  fows  a  fuitable  grain,  but 
^ferves  not  his  feafon  proper  for  it,  that  man  is  an  ill 
tuiflwid  of  his  ground :     And  he  that  with  the -like 

*  intervals. 

negligence 
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negligence  or  impiTEdence  hufbands  his  Tiine,  is  an  ill 
hufband  of  his  Time,  and  doth  not  rcxi'eem  it  as  he  is^ 
here  directed.     But  of  this  more  in  the  tm^'kU 

ni^  How  Time  is   to  be  redeemed.     ITie  parti- 
cular  methods  of  hufbanding  of  'lime  mider  both 
the  former  relations,  viz*  in  relation  to  opportunity, 
and  in  relation  to  our  Time  of  life^^  fhall  be  pro^ 
mifcuoufly  fet  down.      Now  the  anions  of  oicr  litres 
may    be   diftinguifhed   into    feveral   kincfe^    and   in 
relation  to  thofe  feveral  acUons,   will    the   employ* 
inents  of  our  Times  be  diveriified.     I .  lliere  are  ac* 
tions  natural  -y  fuch  as  are  eating,  drinking,  fleep,  mo- 
tion, reft.     2.  Aftions  civil ;  as  provifioii  for  families^ 
bearing  of  public  offices  in  times  of  peace  or  war ;  mo- 
derate recreations  and  divertifements  ;  employments  in 
civil  vocations,  as  agriculture,  mechanical  trades,  liberal 
profeiSons.  3.  Aftions  moral ;  \vhether  refatiiig  to  our- 
felves,  as  fobriety,   temperance,  moderation,  (which 
though  they  are  rather  habits  than  a6lions,  ajid  the  ac- 
tions of  them  rather  confift  in  negatives  than  pofitives, 
yet  I  ftile  them  aftions)  or  relating  to  others,  as  afts  of 
juftice,  charity,  compaffion,   liberality.     4    Or  laftly, 
adtions  reltgicus^  relating  to  Almighty  God  ;  as  invoca- 
tion, thankfgiving,  inquiring  into  his  works,  will,  obe- 
dience to  his  law  and  commands,  obferving  thefolemn 
feafons  of  his  worihip  and  fervice,  and  which  muft  go 
through  and  give  a  tincture  to  all  the  reft  ;  a  habit  of 
fear  of  him,  love  to  him,  humility  and  integrity  of  heart 
and  foul  before  him ;   and  in  fome,  a  h?43it  of  religion 
towards  God  in  his  Son  Jcfus  Chrift,  which  is  the  mag-- 
num  oportet^  the  one  thing  necejfary^  and  over-weighs  all 
the  reft  upon  this  account :  1.  In  refpeft  of  the  excel- 
lency and  fovereignty  of  the  object,  Almighty  God,  to 
'Wfhom  we  owe  our  being,  and  the  ftrength  and  flower 
of  our  fouls.    2.  In  refpeQ:  of  the  noblenefs  of  the  end 
thereby,  and  therein  to  be  attained  ;  for  whereas  all 
the  reft  ferve  only  to  the  meridian  of  this  life,  the  latter 
hath  a  profpect  to  an  eternal  life.     3.  In  refpeft  of  the 
VOL,  I.  R  noblenel's 
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i^oblenefs  of  the  habit  itfelf,  which  hath  an  univerfal  in^ 
fljience  over  all  the  reft  of  the  before-mentioned  rel^i- 
rions,  and  advanceth  and  improvetb,  and  ennobleth 
them.  It  would  be  too  long  to  profecqte  the  methods 
of  yedeenwjig  the  Time  in  the  particular  relation  to  all 
thefe  ^6Hons  in  this  (heet  of  paper,  therefore  in  this  pur.- 
fuit  of  the  manner  of  redeeming  the  Time,  I  fhall  fet 
down  onjy  thefe  generals.  * 

1  •  We  are  to  negleSl  no  cpportunity  that  occurs  to  do 
good ;  but  1 .  To  watch  all  opportunities  that  offer 
themfelves  in  order  thereunto,  2,  To  feek  for  them^ 
if  they  offer  not  themfelveg.  3.  To  ufe  tkem,  and  not 
to  let  them  flip, 

2.  In  the  coincidence  of  opportunities  of  feveral 
kinds,  and  fuiting  to  feveral  aftions,  to  give  thofe  the 
prelaiion  ^  that  correfpond  to  the  moft  worthy  aftions  ; 
and  in  the  coincidence  of  opportunities  for  adions  of 
equal  moment,  to  prefer  fuch  as  are  moft  rare,  and 
probably  of  unlikelihood  to  occur  ag^iin,  before  thofe 
that  are  under  a  probability  of  frequent  occurrence, 

S.  We  are  to  be  very  careful  to  leave  no  baulks  or  in^ 
terfperfions-  of  idlenefs  in  our  lives.  Thofe  inen  that  have 
moft  employment,  and  of  the  moft  conftant  nature, 
cannot  choofe  but  have  certain  inter flitia  between  the 
varieties  of  bufinefs,  which  may  be  fitted  with  employ- 
ments fuitable  to  their  length  or  qualities ;  and  it  be- 
comes a  good  hufband  of  his  Time,  to  have  fome  de- 
iignations  and  deftinations  of  bufineffes  that  may  be 
fuitableto  thenature,  quality,  feafons,  '^vAmorcc'^  of  thofe 
vacant  interjiitia.  An  induftrious  hufbandman,  tradeiP- 
man,  fcholar,  will  never  want  bufmefs  fitted  for  occa- 
fional  vacancies  ^xAhorcefubfecivcv^.  Gellius*  NoStes 
Atticte  have  left  us  an  experiment  of  it.  And  a  Chrif- 
tian,  even  as  fuch,  hath  ready  employment  for  occa- 
(ional  interftices,  reading,  praying ;  the  crumbs  and 
fragments  of  Time  would  be  fumifhed  with  their  fuit- 
able employments ;  *tis  precious,  and  therefore  let  none 
of  it  be  loft, 

^  prcfcrcijce.     •  *  scatterings.       ^  occasions.      *  leisure  hours. 

4.  Much 
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4* ,  Much  Time  might  be  faved  and  redeemed:  in  re^ 
trenching  the  unneceffary  expences  thereof  in  our  ordinary 
fleep,  attiring  and  dreffing  ourfelves,  and  the  length  of 
our  meals,  as  breakfafts,  dinners,  fuppers;  which  efpe- 
cially  in  this  latter  age,  and  among  people  of  the  bet- 
ter fort,  are  protrafted  to  an  immoderate  and  excefl&ve 
length.  There  is  little  lefs  than  ten  or  twelve  hour^ 
every  day  fpent  in  thefe  refeftions  ^  and  their  appenden* 
cies,  which  might  be  fairly  reduced  to  much  lefs. 

5.  Take  heed  of  entertaining  vain  thoughts,  wmch 
are  a  very  great  confutnption  of  Time,  and  are  very  in* 
cident  to  ^  melancholy  and  fanciful  perfons,  whoni  I 
have  known  to  fit  the  greateft  part  of  feveral  days  in 
projeOing  what  they  would  do  if  they  had  fuch  eftates. 
Honours  or  places,  and  fuch  kind  of  unprofitable.  an4 
vain  meditations  ;  which  humour  is  much  improved  ill 
them  that  lie  long  in  bed  in  a  morning,  j 

6.  Beware  of  too  much  recreation.  Some  bodily  ex- 
ercife  is  neceflary,  for  fedentary  men  efpecially ;  but  let 
it  not  be  too  frequent,  nor  too  long.  Gaming,  taverns, 
land  plays,  as  they  are  pernicious,  and  corrupt  youth ; 
fo  if  they  had  no  other  fault,,  yet  they  are  juftly  to  be 
declined  in  refpeO:  of  their  exccffive  expence  of  time;^ 
and  habituating  men  to  idlenefs  and  vain  thoughts,  and 
difturbing  paffions  and  fymptoms  when  they  are  pad, 
as  well  as  while  they  are  ufed.  Let  no  recreatipns  of 
any  long  continuance  be  ufed  in  the  morning,  for  they 
hazard  the  lofs  or  difcompofure  of  the  whole  day 
i^er. 

?•  Fi/its  made  or  received,  are  for  the  nioft part  aa 
intolerable  coiifumption  of  time,  unlefs  prudently  or- 
dered ;  and  they  are  for  the  moil  part  fpent  in  yain  and 
impertinent  difcourfes.  Ir  Let  thein  not  be  ufediu 
the  morning,  2.  If  the  vifitsbe  made  to,  orby  per* 
ions  of  impertinence,  let  tl^gm  be  fhort,.  a^d  at  fuch 
times  as  may  be  bed  fparec^  from  what  is  more  ufeful  of 
neceflarv,  viz.  at  meals,  or  prefently  after.  3;  l^utif 
the  perions  to  be  vifited,  are  men  of  wifd9m,  lewwg 

'  jefreshments.  «  top  much  indulged  b^,      -   ,      .  i 
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or  eminelite  of  parts,  the  vifitsmay  be  longer,  but  yet 
fo  as  the  time  may  be  profitably  fpent  in  ufeful  difr 
coiirfe,  which  tiarries  with  it  as  well  profit  arid  advan- 
tagie  as  civility  arid  refpeft, 

8/  Be  obftitiately  conflant  to  your  devotitns  at  cer^ 
taliri  fet  times,  arid  be  fure  to  fpend  the  hordes  day  en- 
tirely in  thofe' religious  duties  proper  for  it;  and  let 
"hothlng'but  art  inevitable  neceffity  divert  you  from  it. 
For,  !•  It  is  the  beft  and  moft  profitable  fpeiit  time ; 
it  is  in  order  to  the  great  end  of  your  being  in  this 
world.  2.  It  is  in  order  to  your  evetlafling  happiriefs ; 
in  'c6mparifon  of  which,  ^11  other  bufineffes  of  this  Bfe 
&re  idle  and  vain  ;  it  is  that  which  will  give  yoii  the 
greaieft  comfort  in  your  Kf^,  in  your  ficknefs^  in  your 
dieath;  and  he  is  a  fool  that  provides  not  for  that  which 
*will  moft  certainly  comel  3.  It  is  the  moft  reafonable 
tribute  imaginable  unto  that  God,  that  lends  you  your 
Titrfe,  and  you  are  bound  to  pay  it  under  all  the  obli-r 
gatibns  of  duty  and  gratitude :  And,  4.  It  is  that 
which  will  fandify  and  pVofper  all  the  refl  of  your 
•Time,  and  your  fecular  employments,  I  am  nbt  apt 
to  be  fuperftitious,  but  thife  1  have  certainly  and  itifalli- 
•bly  found  to  be  true,  that  by  my  deportment  in  my 
duty  towards  God  in  the  times  devoted  to  his  fervicej^ 
efpecially  on  the  Lord's  Day,  I  could  make  a  certain 
conjeftiire  of  my  fuccefs  in  my  fecular  occafion^  the 
teft  of  the  week  after :  If  I  were  loofe  and  negligent 
in  thef<yrmer,  the  latter  rtever  fucceeded  well  \  if  flriQ:^ 
and  confcientious,  and  watchful  in  the  former,  Iwte 
ftcctfsfiiriihd  profperous  in  the  latter  ^  ' 
'  9.  Beinduftrious  arid-faithful  in  your  calling.'  The 
rffertSful  God  hath  not  only  indulged  imto'us  a  far 
^greater  portion  of  Time  for  our  ordinary  occafions, 
thSn  he  hath  referved  to  hinlfelf,  but  alfo  jenjoins 
&bd  requ#es  our  induflry'drid  diligence  in  it.'  And  re- 
tlieihber  that  you  obfervig  that  induftry  arid  di%ence, 
noli  ■  only  as  dvil  means'  to  'Acquire  a  competency  for 
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"yourfdf  and  your  family,  but  alfo  as  an  ad;  of  obedi- 
ence to  his  command  and  ordinance ;  by  means  where- 
of, you  make  it  not  only  an  ad  of  civil  conyerfation, 
but  of  obedience  to  Almighty  God,  and  fo  it  becomes 
in  a  manner  fpiritualized  into  an  ad  of  r^eligion. 

1 0.  Whatever  you  do,  be  very  careful  to  retain  in 
your  he^xi^i  habit  of  religion^  that  may  be  alv^rays  about 
you,  and  keep  your  heart  and  your  life  always  as  in 
his  prefence,  and  tending  towards  him.  This  will  be 
continually  with  you,  and  put  itfelf  into  ads,  evenlil- 
though  you  are  not  in  a  foleran  pofture^  of  religious 
worfhip,  and  will  lend  you  multitudes  of  religious 
applications  to  Almighty  God,  upon  all  occafions  and 
interventions,  which  will  not  at  all  hinder  you  in  any 
meafure  in  your  fecular  occafions,  but  better  an4  fur?- 
ther  you :  It  wiH  make  you  faithful'  in  your  callings 
even  upon  the  account  of  an  adual  refledion  of  your 
mind  upon  the  prefence  and  command  of  the  God 
you  fear  and  love :  It  will  make  you  adually  thapkful 
for  al!  fuccefles  and  fupplies  ;  temperate  and  fober  la 
all  your  natural  adions ;  juft  and  faithful  in  all  your 
dealings  ;  patient  and  contented  in  all  your  difappoint- 
ments  and  croffes;  and  adually  confider  and  intend 
his  honour  in  all  you  do  y  and  will  give  a  tindure  of 
religion  and  devotion  upon  all  your  fecular  employ- 
ments, and  turn  thofe  very  adions,  which  are  materia 
ally  civil  or  natural,  into  the  very  true  and  formal  na- 
ture of  religion,  and  make  your  whole  life  to  be  au 
unintermitted  life  of  religion  and  duty  to  God.  For 
this  habit  of  piety  in  your  foul,  will  not  only  not  lie 
fleeping  and  inadive,  but  almoft  in  every  hour  of  the 
day  will  put  forth  adual  exertings  of  itfelf  in  applica- 
tions of  fhort  occafional  prayers,  thankfgivings,  de^ 
pendence,  refort  unto  that  God  that  is  always,  neat 
you,  and  lodgeth  in  a  manner  in  your  heart  by  his  fear, 
and  love,  and  habitual  religion  towards  him.  And  by 
this  means  you  do  effedually,  and  in .  the  beft  and 
readiell  manner  imaginable,  doubly  redeem  your  Time. 
1.  In  the  lawful  exercile  of  thofe  natural  and  civil 
concerns  which   are  not   only  pepmittedt  but   in  a 
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^reat  mcafuie  enjoined  by  Almighty  God.  2.  At  the 
lame  time  exercifing  afts  of  religious  duties,  obfervance 
and  veneration  unto  Almighty  God,  by  perpetuated, 
or  at  leaft  frequently  reiterated,  though  fliort  afts 
of  devotion  to  him.  And  this  is  the  great  art  of 
Chriftian  chymiftry,  to  convert  thofe  ads  that  are 
materially  natural  or  civil,  into  ads  truly  and  formally 
religious;  whereby  the  whole  courfe  of  this  life  is 
both  truly  and  interpretatively  a  fervice  to  Almighty 
God,  and  an  uninterrupted  ftate  of  religion,  which  is 
the  beft  and  nobleft,  and  moft  univerfal  redemption  of 
Time. 

1 1.  Be  very  careful  to  prefer  thofe  aElions  of  your 
life  that  moft  concern  y on ;  be  fure  to  do  them  chiefly, 
to  do  them  moft.     Let  thofe  things,  that  are  of  lefs 
moment,  give  place  to  thofe  things  that  are  of  greateft 
moment.     Every  man  of  the  moft  ordinary  prudence, 
having  many  things  to  do,  will  be  fure  to  be  doing  of 
that  firft  and  chiefeft  which  moft  concerns  him,  and 
which  being  omitted,  and  poffibly  wholly  difappointed, 
might  occafion  his  moft  irreparable  lofs.     We  havcj  it 
is  true,  many  things  to  be  done  in  this  life,  ars  longa^ 
vita  brevis  ^ ;  and  we  have  feafons  and  opportunities 
for  them ;  but  of  thefe  many  things,  fome  are  barely 
conveniencies  for  this  life ;  fome,  though  they  feem 
more  neceflary,  yet  ftill  they  rife  no  higher,  nor  look 
farther,  nor  ferve  longer,  but  only   for  the   meri- 
dian of  this  life,  and  are  of  no  poffible  ufe  in  the 
next  moment  after  death.     The  pleafures,  the  profits, 
the  honours,  the  moft  florid  accommodations  of  great 
human  learning,  ftately  houfes  and  palaces,  goodly 
pofleifions,  greateft  honours,  higheft  reputation,  deepeft 
policy,  rfiey  are  fitted  only  to  this  life ;  when  death 
comes,  they  are  infignificaiit  pitiful  things,  and  ferve 
for  nothing  at  all  the  very  next  moment  after  death ; 
nay  the  dueafes  and  pains,  and  languifliings  that  are 
the  praiudia  ^  of  death,  render  them  perfedly  vain^  if 
not  vexatious  and  torturing.     But  there  are  certain 
buiinefles  that  are  not  only  excellently  ufeful  in  this 

'«rt  is  I<^g|  life  is  short.        ^  harbingers. 
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life,  btit  fuch  as  abide  by  us  in  ficknefs,  in  death ;  nay 
*go  aloilg  with  us  with  fingular  comfort  into  the  next 
fife,  and  never  leave  Us,  but  Hate  us  in  an  eternal  ftate 
of  reft  and  happmefs,  fuch  sis  may  be  with  niuch  eale 
acquired  in  the  times  of  health  jUid  life,  but  Very 
difficult  to  be  attained  in  the  time   of  ficknefs,  and 
the  hour  of  death,   but  never  to  be  forgotten  af- 
ter death,   fuch   as   are  of  that  neceffity,    that  in 
comparifon  of  them,  all  other  things  are  impertinent 
and   vain,  if  not  defperately  noxious   and   hurtful. 
There  is  rio  neceffity  for  me  to  be  rich,  and  to  be 
great  in  the  world ;  to  have  fUch  a  title  of  honour, 
fuch  a  place  of  dignity  or  profit ;  to  leaVe  fuch  an  in- 
heritance or  titular  dignity  to  my  fon  ;  or  to  have  (o 
many  thoufand  pounds  in  my  inventory,  when  I  die. 
But  there  are  certain  matters  of  abfolute  neceffity  to 
•  me,  fuch  as  if  I  am  without,  I  am  undone  and  loft, 
and  yet  fuch  as  if  not  attained  here  in  this  life,  can  ne- 
ver be  attained  :  and  therefore,  as  it  concerns  me  in 
the  higheft  degree  to  attain  them,  fo  it  concerns  me 
in  the  higheft  degree  to  attain  them  in  this  life,  and  to 
take  all  opportunities  imaginable  in  order  thereunto, 
and  to  redeem  every  minute  of  Time  for  that  purpofe, 
left  I  fhould  be  for  ever  difappointed ;  and  not  be 
like  the  foolifh  virgins,  to  be  getting  of  oil  when  the 
door  is  ready  to  be  fhut ;  and  with  the  truant-fcholar, 
to  trifle  away  my   time   allotted  me   for  my  lefTon, 
and  then  to  begin  to  learn  it  when  nly  mafter  calls 
for  me  to  repeat  it ;  and  thofe  bufinefles  are  fuch  as 
thefe :  The  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  him  cru- 
cified ;  the  attainment  of  faith  in  God  through  him, 
the  acquaintance  of  niyfelf  with  the  will  of  God  ;  the 
comporting  of  myfelf  with  that  will ;  the  exercife  of 
true  and  ferious  repentance  for  fins  paft  ;  the  fteady 
refolution  of  obedience   to  his  will  for  the  Time  to 
come ;  the  attaining  of  the  pardon  of  my  fins,  and 
peace  with  God  through  Chrift  our.  Lord ;  the  fubdu- 
mg  of  my  lufts  and  dorruptions ;  the  conformation  of 
my  will  and  life  to  the  holy  will  of  God,  and  the  per- 

R  4  fed 


248  Qf  the  Redemftim  of  Timin 

feO:  pattern  of  holinels,  Chrifl:  Jefus ;  the  woitiag  out 
my  faivation  with  fear  and  trembling ;  the  giving  all 
difigence  to  make  my  calGng  and  ekQion  fure ;  the 
fitting  and  purging  of  myfelf  to  be  a  veflel  of  glc«y 
and  immortality,  and  fitted  for  the  ufe  of  my  great 
Lord  and  Mailer;  the  calling  myfelf  into  fuch  a 
frame  and  pofture  of  mind  and  Ufe,  that  I  may  be 
fitted  and  ready  to  die,  and  give  up  my  account  to  my 
Lord  with  peace  and  cheerfulnefs,  and  comfort ;  fo 
that  if  1  (hould,  eithei*  by  the  hand  of  fome  difeafe  or 
<:afualty,  or  other  providence,  receive  this  folemn  mef- 
fage.  Set  thy  hcufe  in  order ^  for  thou  Jh alt  die^  I  might 
receive  it  with  as  much  readinefs,  willingnefs  and 
cheerfiilnefs,  as  a  faithful  and  diligent  fervant  \aoiild 
recdive  this  command  from  his  mafter ;  Tm  mufi  take 
Jucb  n  journey  for  me  tc-morrow.  Thefe,  and  fuch  like 
bufmeffesas  thefe,  bcfides  the  conftant  tenor  ofajuft^ 
virtuous,  and  pious  life,  are  the  moft  inport^nt  bufi- 
nelfes  of  a  Chriftian.  Fir  ft.  Such  as  are  of  abfolute 
neceffity  to  him,  he  may  not,  he  cannot  bp  without 
them.  Secondly,  Such  as  cannot  be  done  elfewhere 
than  in  his  life-  This  world  is  the  great  laboratory 
for  perfeding  of  fouls  for  the  next ;  if  they  are  not 
done  here,  they  ceafe  to  be  done  forever ;  death  (huts 
the  door,  and  eyerlaftingly  feals  us  up  in  that  flia]te  it 
finds  us.  Tliirdly,  And  every  feafon  of  this  life  is 
not  at  leaft  fo  fuitable  for  it :  ficknels  and  pain,  and 
wearifome  and  frowardold  age  have  bufinefs  enough 
of  themfel ves  to  entertain  us ;  and  any  man  that  hath 
had  experience  of  either,  will  find  he  hath  enough 
to  do  to  bear  them,  or  to  ftruggle  with  them.  An4, 
fourthly,  We  know  not  whether  the  grace  and  oppor- 
tunities that  God  hath  lent  us,  and  we  have  negle£ked 
in  our  lives,  ihall  ever  be  afforded  again  to  us  in  the 
times  of  our  ficknefles,  or  upon  our  death-beds,  but  a 
little  portion  of  time  in  our  lives  and  healths  are  fiir- 
nilhed  with  thoufands  of  invitations  and  golden  oppor- 
tunities for  thefe  great  works.     Let  us  therefore  re- 
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deem  thofe  portions  of  Time  that  our  life  andhealtk 
lend  us,  for  this  great  and  one  thing  neceffary. 

And  now,  if  a  man  Ihall  take  a  furvey  of  the  com- 
mon courfe,  even  of  the  Chriftian  world,  we  fhall  find 
the  generality  of  mankind  the  verieft  children,  fools, 
and  madmen,  that  ever  nature  yielded.     The  very 
folly  of  children  in  fpending  their  time  in  rattles,  and 
hebby-horfes,  is  more  excufable   than  theirs,  whofc 
reaibn  and  experience  Qiould  better  inflruft  them, 
There  is  not  any  man  fo  fenfelefs,  but  he  knows  he 
muft  die,  and  he  knows  not  how  foon  he  (hall  hear  of 
that  fad  fummons;  and  if  he  were  fo  brutifli  as  not  to, 
think  of  it,  or  believe  it,  yet  the  weekly  bills  of  mor- 
tality give  him  daily  inftances  of  it :  and  yet  if  we  do 
but  obferve  the  world  of  men,  they  do  for  the  moft 
part  wholly  trifle  away  their  time  in  doing  that  whicji 
is  evil ;  or  in  doing  nothing  ^  or  in  doing  nothing  to 
any  purpofe,  or  becoming  a  reafonable  nature.     One 
man  trifles  away  his  time  in  feafling  and  jollity ;  aur 
other    in  gaming  or  vain  and  unnecefiary  recreatipns 
in  hunting,  hawking,   bowling,   and  other  wafte;ful 
ex}>ences  of  time ;  another  in  fine  clothes,  po^vderings, 
and  painting  and  drefllng ;    another  in  hunting  aft^ 
honours  and  preferments,  or  heaping  up  of  wealth  and 
riches,  and  lading  himfelf  with  thick  clay ;    another 
in  trivial  fpeculations,   poffibly   touching  fqipae  criti- 
cifra  or  grammatical   nicety;      and    all  thefe'    men 
wonderfully   pride  themfelves  as  the  only  wife  meajj 
look  big  and  goodly,  and  when  they  come  to  die, 
all   thefe  prove  either  vexations  and   torture$  of  ^ 
tnifpent  time ;  or  at  lead,  by  the  very  appearance  of 
ficknefe  and  death,  are  rendered  poor,  empty,  infipid, 
and  infignificant  things,  and  then  the  miniiler  is  lent 
for,  and  facraments,  and  nothing  but  penitence  and 
complaints  of  the  vanity  of  the  world,  the  unhappy 
€xpences  of  Time,  and   all  the   wealth  and  honour 
would  be  prefently  facrificed  for  the  redemption  of 
thofe   mifpent  hours,  and  days,  and   years  that  can^ 
not  be  recalled,  nor  redeemed  by  the  price  of  a  world. 

But 
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But  the  great  mifery  of  mankind  is  this,  they  cannot^ 
nor  will  not,  in  the  times  of  health,  anticipate  the 
confideration  of  death  and  judgment  to  come ;  nor 
put  on  any  apprehenfions  or  thoughts,  that  the  Time 
will  come  when  things  will  be  otherwife  with  them 
than  now  it  is  :  or  that  they  will  be  driven  into  an- 
other kind  of  eftimate  of  things  than  now  they  havef, 
and  this  their  way  is  their  folly.  Man  being  in  honour, 
in  health,  in  life,  underftandeth  not,  but  becomes  like 
the  beaftsthat  perifh  ^ 

4.  I  come  to  the  reafons  why  we  ought  thus  to  re- 
deem our  Time,  which  may  be  thefe : 

1.  Our  Time  is  a  Talent  put  into  our  hands  by  the 
great  Lord  of  the  whole  family  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  fuch  whereof  we  are  to  give  an  account  when  our 
Matter  calls ;  and  it  will  be  a  lamentable  account, 
when  it  fhall  confift  only  of  fuch  Items  as  thefe  :  Itentj 
So  much  of  it  fpent  in  plays,  and  taverns,  and  gam- 
ing. Item^  So  much  of  it  fpent  in  fleeping,  eating, 
drinking.  Item^  So  much  jfpent  in  recreations  and 
paftimes.  Item,  So  much  fpent  in  getting  wealth  and 
honour,  &c.  and  there  remains  fo  much  which  was 
fpent  in  doing  nothing. 

■  2.  Our  Time  is  an  univ erf al  talent,  that  every  man  that 
lives  to  the  age  of  difcretion,  hath.  Every  man  hath  not 
a  talent  of  learning,  or  of  wealth,  or  honour,  or  fub- 
tilty  of  wit  to  account  for  ;  but  every  man  that  lives  to 
the  age  of  difcretion,  hath  Time  to  account  for. 

3.  Every  man  hath  not  only  a  talent  of  lime,  but 
every  man  hath  a  talent  of  opportunity,  to  improve  his 
talent  in  fome  meafure,  put  into  his  hand.  The  very 
works  and  light  of  nature,  the  very  principles  of  na- 
tural religion,  are  lodged  in  the  hearts  of  all  men ; 
which  by  the  help  of  his  natural  reafon,  he  might 
exercife  to  fome  afts  of  fervice',  duty  and  religion  to- 
wards God.     But  the  Chriftian  hath  much  more. 

4.  The  redemption  and  improvement  of  our  Time 

is  the  next  and  immediate  end  why  it  is  given,  or  lent 

*  Psal.  xlix.  12. 
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us,  and  why  we  are  placed  in  this  life  j  and  the  waft- 
ing d  our  Time  is  a  difappointment  of  this  very  end 
of  our  being  ;  for  thereby  we  confequently  difappoint 
God  of  his  glory,  and  ourfelves  of  our  happinefs. 

5.  Upon  the  management  and  difpofal  of  our  Time 
depends  the  everlafiing  concernment  of  our  Souls.  Ex 
hc€  memento  pendet  JSternitas^.  If  it  be  redeemed, 
improved,  and  employed  as  it  ought  to  be,  we  (hall  in 
the  next  moment  after  death,  enter  into  an  immutable^ 
eternal,  and  perfect  ftate  of  glory  ;  if  it  be  either  fin- 
ftilly  or  idly  fpent,  we  fall  into  to  everlafting,  irre- 
coverable, and  unchangeable  ftate  of  mifery* 

6.  The  bufmefs  we  have  to  do  in  this  life,  in  order 
to  the  cleanfmg  of  our  fouls,  and  fitting  them  for 
glory,  is  a  great  and  important  bufinefsj  and  the  Time 
we  have  to  live  hath  two  moft  dangerous  qualities  in 
reference  to  that  bufinefs.  1 .  It  is  fhort :  our  longeft 
period  is  not  above  eighty  years,  and  few  there  be  that 
arrive  to  that  age,  2.  It  is  very  c^fual  and  uncertain ; 
there  be  infinite  accidents,  difeafes,  and  diftempers 
that  cut  us  off  fuddenly  ;  as  acute  difeafes,  fuch  as 
fcarce  give  us  any  warning ;  and  confidering  how 
many  ftrings  as  it  were,  there  are  to  hold  us  up,  and 
how  fmall  and  inconfiderable  they  are,  and  how  eafily 
broken,  and  the  breach  or  diforder  of  any  of  the  leaft 
of  them  may  be  an  inlet  to  death,  it  is  a  kind  of  mira- 
cle that  we  live  a  month.  Again,  there  be  many  dif- 
eafes that  render  us  in  a  manner  dead  while  we  live, 
as  apoplexies,  palfies,  phrenfies,  ftone,  gout,  which 
render  our  Time  either  grievous,  or  very  unufeful  to  us. 

7.  Time  once  loft,  is  loft  for  ever ;  it  is  never 
to  be  recovered ;  all  the  wealth  of  both  the  Indies  will 
not  redeem  nor  recal  the  laft  hour  I  fpent ;  it  ceafeth 
for  ever. 

8.  As  our  Time  is  ftiort,  fo  there  be  rnany  things 
that  corrode  and  wafie  that  fbort  Time:  fo  that  there 
remains  but  little  that  is  ferviceable  to  our  beft  employ- 
ment.     Let   us  take  but  out   of  our  longeft  lives, 

'  On  this  circumstance  depends  the  eternal  salvation  gf  souls. 

the 
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the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  childhood  and  youth,  the 
impotency  and  morofity  of  our  old  age,  the  Times  foir 
eating,  drinking,  fleeping,  though  with  moderation ; 
the  1  imes  of  ficknefs  and  indifpofednefs  of  health  ;  the 
Times  of  cares,  journeys,  and  travel ;  the  Times  for  ne- 
ceffary  recreations,  interview  of  friends  and  relations, 
and  a  thoufand  fuch  expences  of  Time,  the  refidue  will 
be  but  a  fmall  pittance  for  our  bufmefs  of  greateft  mo- 
ment, the  bufinefs  I  mean,  of  fitting  our  fouls  for 
glory  ;  and,  if  that  be  mifpent,  or  idly  fpent,  we  have 
loft  our  trealure,  and  the  very  flower  and  jewel  of  our 
Time. 

9,  Let  us  but  remember,  that  when  we  fhall  come  to 
die^  and  our  fouls  fit  as  it  were  hovering  upon  our  lips, 
re^dy  to  take  their  flight,  at  how  great  a  rate  we  would 
then;b^  willing  to  purchafe  fome  of  thofe  hours  we 
once  trifled  away,  but  we  cannot. 

1 0.  Remember  that  this  is  the  very  elixir ,  the  very 
hell  of  hell  to  the  damned  fpirits,  that  they  had  once  a 
Time,  wherein  they  flight,  upon  eafy  terms,  have  pro- 
cured everlafling  reft  and  glory ;  but  they  foolifhly.and 
vainly  mifpent  that  Time  and  feafon,  which  is  now  not 
be  recovered. 
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jL  HE  Great  Lord  of  the  World  hath  placed  the  chif- 
dren  of  men  in  this  earth  as  his  Stewards  ;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  parable  in  Matth.  x^v.  he  delivers  to  every 
i)enon  his  talents^  or  (lock  of  advantages  or  opportuni- 
ties :  to  fome  he  commits  more,  to  fome  lefs,  to  all 
fome. 

This  flock  is  committed  to  everj  perfon  under  a 
irujt^  or  charge,  to  employ  the  fame  in  ways,  and  to 
feids,  and  in  proportion  fuitable  to  the  talents  thus  com- 
mitted to  them,  and  to  the  nieafure  knd  quality  of  them. 

The  ends  of  this  deputing  of  the  children  of  men  to 
this  kind  of  employment  of  their  talents  sire  divers : 
!•  That  they  may  be  kept  in  continual  aftion  and  mo- 
tion fuitablie  to  the  condition  of  reafonablc  creatures, 
as  almoft  every  thing  elfe  in  the  world  is  continued  in 
motion  fuitable  to  its  own  ntitiire,  which  is  thefubjed: 
of  the  wife  man*s  difcourfe  :  *  AH  things  are  fiill  of 
Mabbur  ^Z  2.  That  in  tha'tregular  motion  they  may  at- 
tain ends  of  advantage  to  themfelves ;  for  all  things 
are  fo  ordered  by  the  moft  wife  God,  that  every  being 
hath  its  own  proportionable  perfeftion  and  happinefs, 
infeparably  annexed  to  that  way  and  work  which  his 
pl^vidence  hath  ddftined  it  unto,  S.  That  in  that  due 
and  regular  employment,'  each  man  might  be  in  fome 
meafure  ferviceable  and  advantageous  to  another. 
4;  That  although  the  gi'eat  Lord  of  this  family  can 
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receive  no  advantage  by  the  fervice  of  his  creatures,  be- 
caufe  he  is  perfefl:  and  all-fufEcient  in  himfelf ;  yet  he 
receives  glory  and  praife  by  it,  and  a  complacency  in 
beholding  a  conformity  in  the  creature,  to  his  own 
moft  perfeft  will. 

To  the  due  execution  of  this  truft  committed  to  the 
children  of  men,  and  for  their  encouragement  in  it, 
he  bath  annexed  a  reward  by  his  promife,  and  the 
free  appointment  of  his  own  good  pleafure ;  this  re- 
ward therefore  is  not  meritorioufly  due  to  the  employ- 
ment of  the  talent ;  for  as  the  talent  is  the  Lord's,  fo 
is  the  ftr^ngth  and  ability  whereby  it  is  employed ;  but 
by  his  own  good  pleafure  and  free  promife,  therewaftl 
is  knit  to  the  work.  In  this  cafe  therefore  the  reward 
is  not  demandable,  fo  much  upon  the  account  of  the  dU 
vine  juftice,  as  upon  the  account  of  the  divine  truth  and 
fidelity.  On  the  other  fide,  to  the  male-adminiftration  of 
this  truft,  there  is  annexed  a  retribution  of  punifhment; 
and  this  moft  naturally  and  meritorioufly,  for  the  law  of 
common  juftice  and  reafon  doth  moft  juftly  fubjeft  tlie 
creature,  that  depends  in  his  being  upon  his  Creator,  tQ 
the  law  and  will  of  that  Creator,  and  therefore  having  res 
ceived  a  talent  from  his  Lord,  and,  together  with  his  be- 
ing, an  ability  to  employ  it  according  to  the  will  of  his 
Lord,  a  non-employment,  or  mif-employment  thereof 
doth  moft  juftly  oblige  him  to  guilt  and  puniftiment, 
as  the  natural  and  juft  confequent  of  his  demerit. 

Of  the  Perjons  that  do  receive  thefe  talents,  fomc 
do  employ  them  well^  though  in  various  degrees  5  fome 
to  more  advantage,  fome  to  lefs  ;  and  although  the 
beft  hufl^ands  come  fliort  of  what  they  ftiould  do,  and 
at  beft  are  in  this  refpeft  unprofitable  fervants;  yet  if 
there  be  a  faithful,  confcientious  and  fiucere  endeavour 
to  employ  that  talent  to  their  matter's  honour,  they 
are  accounted  good  ftewardsy  and  the  merits  of  Chrift 
fupply  by  fafth  that  wherein  they  come  ftiort. 

On  the  other  fide,  fome  perfons  are  unfaithful  fle^^ 
wards  of  their  talents,  and  thefe  are  of  three  kinds  :  L 
Such  as  wholly  mifemploy  their  talents,  turning  them 

to 
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» tKe  difhonour  and  differvice  of  their.  Lord,  which 
bsj  fhould  have  employed  to  his  fervice  ;  and  thefe 
lave  a  double  account  to  make,  viz.  of  their  talents 
ind  of  their  mifemploy ment.  2.  Such  as  do  not  at  all  em« 
>loy  thdr  talent ;  but  as  they  do  no  harm,  fo  they  do  no 
;ood  with  it ;  thefe  are  negligent Jervants^  and  have  the 
ingle,  but  full  account  of  their  talents  to  make.  3. 
5uch  as  do  make  fome  ufe  of  their  talents^  but  do  not 
produce  an  increafe  propordonable  to  their  ftock: 
md  fo  though  they  are  not  debtors  for  their  whole 
talents^  yet  are  in  arrear  and  grown  behind  hand ;  and 
To  upon  the  foot  of  their  account  are  found  debtors  to 
their  Lord,  which  without  faith  in  Chrift,  and  his  me- 
rits coming  in  to  make  up  the  fum,  will  be  enough  to 
caft  them  in  prifon,  and  there  keep  them  to  etermty. 

And  according  to  thefe  varieties  of  degrees,  of  good 
or  bad  adminiftration,  are  the  degrees  of  reward  or  pU' 
mjhme^it.  He  that  hath  adminiftered  his  truft  well, 
fo  that  there  is  a  great  accefs  of  his  improvement, 
hath  the  greater  accefs  of  glory;  and  he  that 
hath  lefs  furplufage  upon  his  account,  fhall  have  the 
iefs  degree  of  glory ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  he  that  hath 
many  talents,  and  made  no  improvement,  his  debt  and 
puniftiment  fliall  be  the  greater  :  He  that  hath  fewer  ta- 
lents, his  non-improvement  leaves  him  a  debtor  in  a  lefe 
fum,  and  confequently  fubjefl:  to  a  lefs  punifhment. 

The  great  Day  of  Account  will  be  the  great  day  of  judg- 
ment when  the  Lord  of  the  families  of  the  whole  earth 
will  call  every  man  to  his  account  of  his  ftewardflup  here 
on  earth.  Wherein  we  may  with  reverence,  and  for 
the  better  faftening  it  upon  our  affeftions,  fuppofe 
the  Lord  thus  to  be  fpealung  to  all,  and  every  parti- 
cular perfons  of  the  world. 

The  Charge. 

'  Come  ye  children  of  men,    as  I  have  formerly 

*  made  you  ftewards  of  my  bleflings  upon  earth,  and 

*  committed  to  every  one  of  you  that  come  to  the  ufe 

*  of  your  underftandlng,  feveral  talents  to  employ  and 

*  improve 
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•'  fttiprote  to  the  hcaionr  anid  fervke  of  me  yoirr  LozdB 

*  ai^d  Mafter,  fo  now  I  come  to  caU  you  to  reader  am 

*  account  of  your  ftewardlhip ;  and  becaufe  yoit  firall 

*  fee  the  particular  iharge  of  yo«r  feveral  receipts^ 
"  whereunto  you  may  give  your  anftvers^  behold  here- 

*  is  a  fchedule   of  the  particulars  with  which  Lwill 

*  charge  you.     Give  in  your  particular  anfwer  howr 

*  you  have  employed  And  improved  them,  and  fee  yoik^ 

*  do  it  truly  ;  for  know,  I  have  ^  control  and  checic 
*■  Upon  you  ;  a  control  within  you,  your  own  cosi'*- 
^  fciences,  and  a  control  without  you,  my  book  of  re* 

*  membrance,     whereirt  all  your  receipts,    difburfe-^ 

*  itients  and  employments  are  r^giftered* 

1*  *  I  have  given  iitito  you  all  yoxxrjettfes^  and  prin- 

*  cipally  thofe  two  great  fenfesof  difcipluie,  your  Jighi 

*  and  your  hearivg. 

*  If  em.  I  have  given  unto  you  all,  und^rJianding2xA 

*  reajon  to  be  a  guide  of  your  actions,  and  to  fome  of 

*  you  more  eminent  degrees  thereof. 

.  ^  Item.  I  have  given  you  all  memory ^tl  treafury  cf 

*  things  part,  heard  and  obferved. 

*  Item.  I  have  given  you  a  covfcience  to  direft  you  and 

*  to  check  you  in  your  mifcarriages,  and  to  encourage 

*  you  in  well-doing  ;  and  I  have  fumiflied  that  confei- 

*  cnce  of  yours  with  light  and  principles  of  truth  and 
^  praftice,  conformable  to  my  will. 

"''  *  Item.  I  have  laid  open  to  all  your  view  the  wdrks 
^  ef  my  fozver  and  frcOidence^   the   heavens  and  the 

*  earth,  the  confpicuous  adminiftratioii  of  my  wildom 

*  arid  power  in  them. 

*  Item..  I  have  delivered  over  to  your  view,  my  more 
^  Jpecitil  frovidencts  over  the  children  of  men,  thfe  dif- 

*  penfation  of  rewards  and  punifliments,  according  to 

*  eminent  defeats  or  demerits. 

'  Item.  I  have  given  you  the  advantage  of  Jpeechy 

*  whereby  to  communicate  your  minds  one  to  another, 

*  and  to  inftruft  and  advantage  one  another  by  the  hetp 
f  thereof. 

*  Item.  I  have  given  you  time  of  life  in  this  world,  to 

*  fome 
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fome  longer,  to  fome  fhorter,  to  all  a  time  of  life,  a 
feafon  wherein  you  might  exercife  thofe  other  talents 
I  have  intrufted  you  withal. 

'  Item,  I  have  delivered  over  unto  you  the  rule  and 
dominion  over  my  creatures^  allowing  you  the  ufe  of 
them  for  your  food,  raiment,  and .  other  conve- 
niencies. 

*  Item.  Befides  thefe  common  talents,  I  have  in- 
trufted you  withal,  I  have  delivered  over  to  you,  and 
to  you,  &c.  divers  Jpecial  and  eminent  talents  above 
others,  viz.  af  the  mind^  or  fuch  as  concern  you,  as 
intelleftual  creatures. 

1 .  '  Great  learning  and  knowledge  in  the  works  of 
nature,  arts  andjciencesy  gredX  prudence  andwijdom  in 

the  condufl:  of  affairs,  [elocution^'\  excellent  edu- 
cation. 

2.  '  Of  the  hdy,  a  firm  and   ^^<^//;&y  conftitution, 
ftrength^  beauty^  and  comelinejs. 

3.  '  Of  externals.  Great  affluence  of  ivealth  and 
riches^  eminence  ofplace^  and  power  and  honour^  great 
reputation  and  efteem  in  the  world ;  gYe^Xjuccefs  in 
enterprifes  and  undertakings,  public  and  private :  re- 
lations oeconomical. 

4.  '  Of  things  of  amixt  nature.  Chriftian  and  liberal 
education ;  counfel  and  advice  of  faithful  and  judicious 

friends  ;  good  laws  in  the  place  and  country  where 
you  live,  the  written  word  of  God  acquainting  you 
with  my  will,  and  the  way  to  eternal  fife ;  the  word 
preached  by  able  and  powerful  minijiers  thereof;  the 
Sacraments y  both  for  your  initiation  and  confirmation ; 
fpecidl  ?ind  pov:eYfu\  motions  and  impulfes  of  my  Spirit 
upon  your  confciences,  diffuading  from  fin,  and  en- 
couraging in  and  to  holinefs  ;  Jpecial  providences  ab- 
ftrafling  and  diverting  you  from  the  commiflion  of 
things  contrary  to  my  will,  diflioriourable  to  my  name^ 
and  hurtful  to  yourfelves ;  chajiijemmts  and  corrections 
eminently  and  plainly  inflifted  for  fin  committed  by 
yourfelves  and  others,  fo  that  the  guilt  was  legible  in 
the  puniftiment ;  eminent  blejftngs  upon  the.ways  of  holi- 
VDI-.  I.  s  '  nefs 
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*  tads  zqA  virtue,  even  to  the  view  of  the  world :  Etni- 

*  nssat  refiitution  and  deliverances  upon  repentance  9fid 

*  amendment  of  life  ;  moft  clear  and  fenfible  experiences 

*  c£  my  love,  favour,  and  iiftening  to  your  prayers,  to 
^  encourage  you  to  a  dependance  upon  me ;  lingular 

*  oppcrtunities  put  into  your  hands,  of  inflru^ing  die 

*  ignorant,  delivering   the  oppreffed,   promoting  my 
^  honour. 

*  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  many  talents  which  I  have 

*  committed  to  you,  though  in  differing  degrees :  Give 

*  up  your  accounts,  you  children  of  men,  how  yoa 

*  have  employed  them/ 


THE  ACCOUNT  OF 


THE   GOOD   STEWARD, 


X^ORD,  before  I  enter  into  account  with  thy  Majefty, 
I  muft  confefs,  that  if  thou  fliouldft  enter  into  judg^ 
jnent  with  me,  and  demand  that  account  which  in  jirf* 
tice  thou  mayeft  require  of  me,  I  fhould  be  found  thy 
debtor :  I  confefs  I  have  not  improved  my  talents  ac- 
cording to  that  meafure  of  ability  that  thou  haft  lent 
me :  I  therefore  moft  humbly  offer  unto  thee  the  re^ 
dundant  merit  of  thy  own  Son  to  fupply  my  defefts, 
^d  to  make  good  what  is  wanting  in  my  account ;  yet 
according  to  thy  command,  I  do  humbly  render  nq 
difcharge  of  the  truth  thou  haft  committed  to  me,  a$ 
followeth : 

1.   IN   GENERAL. 

As  to  all  the  blejfings  and  talents  wherewith  thou  hall 

intrufted  me. 

I  have 
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I  have  looked  up  to  thee  with  a  thankful  heart,  as 
he  only  author  and  giver  of  them. 

I  have  looked  upon  myfelf  as  unworthy  of  them. 

I  have  looked  upon  them  as  committed  to  my  truft 
tnd  ftewardfhip,  to  manage  them  for  the  ends  that 
hey  were  given,  the  honour  of  my  Lord  and  Matter, 

I  have  therefore  been  watchful  and  fober  in  the  ufe 
ind  exercife  of  them,  left  I  fliould  be  unfaithful  in 
Jiem. 

If  I  have  at  any  time,  through  weaknefs  or  inadver- 
Bnce,  or  temptation,  mifemployed  any  of  them,  I  have 
been  reftlefs,  till  I  have  in  fome  meafure  redtified  my 
nifcarriage  by  repentance  and  amendment. 

2.    IN   PARTICULAR. 

Cc«icerning  my  Senjes^  aad  the  ufe  of  them : 

I  have  made  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes^  that  they 
Biould  not  rove  after  vanity,  or  forbidden  objefts ;  I 
have  employed  them  in  beholding  thy  works  of  wonder 
and  wifdom. 

I  have  bufied  them  in  reading  thofe  books  and  writ- 
ings, that  may  inftrud  me  in  the  great  concernments 
of  eternal  life. 

I  have  ftopt  my  ears  againft  finful  and  unprofitable 
difcourfe,  and  againft  flandering,  and  lying,  and  flat- 
tering tongues. 

I  have  exercifed  them  in  liftening  to  thofe  thingg 
that  might  increafe  my  faith,  knowledge  and  piety. 

I  have  kept  them  open  to  the  cry  of  the  poor  and  op- 
prefled,  to  relieve  them.  The  reft  of  the  employments 
of  thefe  and  my  other  Jenjes^  have  been  for  my  necef- 
fary  prefervation,  and  the  honeft  exercife  of  an  honeft 
calling  and  converfation. 

As  to  the  REASON  and  understanding  thou  hafi 

given  me. 

I  have  been  careful  to  govern  my  fenfes  and  fenfuaji 
appetite  by  my  reafon,  ajid  to  govern  my  reafon  by  thy 
word* 

s  2  I  have 
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I  have  endeavoured  to  ufe  and  employ  it,  but  not 
lean  or  depend  upon  it  j  I  make  it  my  afliftant,  but 
not  my  idol. 

I  have  been  careful  to  wind  up  my  reafon  and  un- 
derftanding  to  the  higheft  key  in  the  fearching  out  of 
truths,  but  efpecially  thofe  that  are  of  the  greateft  con- 
cernment in  matters  of  faith.  I  have  made  my  under- 
ftanding  to  be  laborious  and  induftrious,  but  ftill  kept 
under  yoke  and  rule  of  thy  word,  left  it  fhould  go  ex- 
travagant and  petulant. 

I  have  looked  upon  my  underftanding  and  reafon,  as 
a  ray  of  thy  Divine  light ;  and  therefore  I  have  ufed  it 
for  thee,  and  have  counted  it  a,  moft  high  facrilege,  in- 
gratitude and  rebellion,  to  employ  it  againft  thee,  thy 
honour  or  fervice. 

I  have  endeavoured  principally  to  fumifh  it  with  that 
knowledge,  which  will  be  of  ufe  in  the  other  world : 
this  hath  been  my  bufmefs,  other  ftudies  or  acquefts  of 
other  knowledge,  have  been  either  for  the  neceflary 
ufe  of  this  life,  or  harnilefs  divertifements  or  recreations. 
in  the  exercife  of  my  reafon ;  as  on  the  one  fide,  I  have 
avoided  idlenefs,  fupinenefs,  or  negleft ;  fo  on  the  other 
fide,  I  have  not  employed  it  in  vain,  curious,  unpro- 
fitable, forbidden  enquiries ;  I  have  ftudied  to  ufe  it 
with  fobriety,  moderation,  humility  and  thankfulnefs ; 
and  as  I  have  been  careful  to  employ  it,  fo  I  have 
be*en  as  careful  not  to  mifemploy  it.  I  looked  upon  it 
as  thy  talent,  and  therefore  gave  unto  thee  the  glory, 
jthe  ufe  and  fervice  of  it. 

4i.  Am  to  the  memory  thou  haft  lent  me. 

On  the  contemplation  of  that  ftrange  and  wonderful 
faculty,  that  diftinftly,  and  notwithllanding  the  inter- 
vention o(  thoufands  of  objeflts,  retains  their  images  and 
reprefentations,  with  all  their  circumftances  and  con- 
fequents,  I  have  admired  the  wonderful  wifdom,  power, 
and  perfeflion  of  the  Lord. 

1  have  endeavoured  principally  to  treafure  up  in  it 
thofe  thmgs  that  may  be  moft  of  ufe  for  the  life  to 

come, 
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come^  and  moft  conducible  to  the  attaining  of  it :  thy 
merciePj commands,  direftions,  promifes;  my  own  vows, 
refolutions,  experiences,  failings  ;  to  keep  me  conftant 
in  my  duty,  dependant  upon  thy  goodnefe,  humble  and 
-penitent. 

Some  things  I  have  ftudied  to  forget ;  injuries,  vain 
and  hurtful  difcouyfes,  and  fuch  things  as  either  would 
make  me  the  worfe  by  remembering  them,  or  take  up 
too  much  room  in  my  memory,  which  might  be  em- 
pl6yed  and  ftored  with  better  furniture. 

The  reft  of  the  employment  of  my  memory  hath 
been  to  aflift  me  in  the  ordinary  and  neccffiuy  con- 
verfation  with  others,  the  ways  of  my  calling,  the  per- 
forming of  my  promifes  and  undertakings,  the  prefer- 
vation  of  good  and  lawful  learning,  that  thereby  I  might 
do  fervice  to  thy  Name,  ferve  my  generation,  and  im- 
prove myfelf  in  knowledge,  wildom  and  underftand- 
ing. 

5.  As  touching  my  conscience,  and  tie  light  thou 

haft  given  me  in  it. 

1 .  It  hath  been  my  care  to  improve  that  natural 
light,  and  to  furnifli  it  with  the  befl  principles  I  could. 
Before  I  had  the  knowledge  of  thy  Word,  1  got  as  much 
furniture  as  I  could  from  the  writings  of  the  beft  moral- 
ifts,  and  the  examples  of  th<?  beft  men ;  after  I  had 
the  light  of  thy  Word,  I  furniftied  it  with  thofe  moft 
pure  and  unerring  principles  that  I  found  in  it. 

2,  I  have  been  very  dili<>:ent  to  keep  my  confcience 
clean  j  to  encourage  it  in  the  vicegerency  that  thou  haft 
given  it  over  my  foul  and  adings ;  I  have  kept  it  in 
the  throne  and  greateft  reverence  and  authority  in  my 
heart. 

3*  In  actions  to  be  done  or  omitted  :  I  have  always 
adyifed  with  it,  and  taken  its  advice,  I  have  neither 
ftifled,  nor  forced,  nor  bribed  it ;  but  gave  it  a  free  li- 
berty to  advife  and  fpeak  out,  apd  a  free  fubjeftion  of 
my  will,  purpofes,  and  adions  to  it. 

4.  If,  through  inadvertency  of  mind,  or  importunity 
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of  temptations,  or  precipitancy  of  occafion,  or  neceffity 
of  the  times,  I  have  at  any  time  done  amifs,  I  have  not 
taken  her  up  fliort,  or  (lopped  her  mouth,  or  my  own 
attention  to  her  chiding  and  reproof ;  but  I  have  with 
much  fubmifTion  of  mind,  borne  her  chaftifement,  and 
improved  it  to  an  humbling  of  myfelf  before  thee  for 
my  failings  :  for  I  looked  upon  her  as  afting  by  thy 
authority,  for  thy  fervice,  and  to  thy  glory ;  and  I  duru: 
not  difcourage,  difcountenance,  or  difobey  her. 

5.  When  fhe  was  pleafed,  and  gave  me  good  words, 
I  was  glad ;  for  I  efteemed  her  as  a  glafs  that  repre- 
fented  to  my  foul  the  favour  and  difpleafure  of  God 
himfelf,  and  how  he  flood  affefted  towards  me. 

6.  I  have  more  trembled  under  the  fear  of  a  feared 
or  difcouraged  confcience,  than  under  the  fear  of  a 
fliarp  or  fcrupulous  confcience,  becaufe  I  always 
counted  the  latter,  though  more  troublefome,  yet  more 
fafe. 

•  7.  I  have  been  very  jealous  either  of  wounding  or 
grieving,  or  difcouraging,  or  deading  my  confcience. 
I  have  therefore  chofen  rather  to  forbear  that  which 
feemed  but  indifferent,  lefl  there  fhould  be  fomewhat 
in  it  that  might  be  unlawful ;  and  would  rather  gratify 
my  confcience,  with  being  too  fcrupulous,  than  dif- 
pleafe,  difquiet,  or  flat  it  by  being  too  venturous : 
I  have  ftill  chofen  rather  to  forbear  what  might  be 
probably  lawful,  than  to  do  that  which  might  be  pof- 
fibly  unlawful ;  becaufe  I  could  not  err  in  the  former, 
I  might  in  the  latter*  If  things  were  difputable  whe- 
ther they  might  be  done,  I  rather  chofe  to  forbear, 
becaufe  the  lawfulnefs  of  my  forbearance  was  unquef- 
tionable. 

8.  As  I  have  been  careful  to  advife  impartially  with ' 
my  confcience,  before  my  aftions,  fo  left  either  through 
inadvertence,  precipitancy,  incogitancy,  or  fudden 
emergencies,  I  had  committed  any  thing  amifs,  either 
in  the  nature  or  manner  of  the  action,  I  commonly, 
every  night,  brought  my  aftions  of  the  day  pafl,  be- 
fore the  judicatory  of  my  confcience,  and  left  her  to  a 

free 
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free  and  impartial  cenfure  of  them ;  and  what  ffie  fen* 
fenced  well  done,  I  with  humility  returned  the  praife 
thereof  to  thy  Name  ;  what  fhe  feQtenced  done  amife, 
I  did  hmiibly  fue  imto  thee  for  pardon,  and  for  grace 
to  prevent  me  from  the  Kke  mifcarriages.  By  tlu^ 
means  I  kept  my  confcience  aflive,  renewed  atid  pte^ 
fcrved  my  peace  with  thee,  and  learned  vi^lance  seed 
caution  for  the  time  to  come. 

.    6.  As  touching  thy  great  works  <2^  creation  and 

PROVIDENCE. 

1 .  I  have  not  looked  upon  thy  works  incoofiderately 
and  commonly,  and  paffed  them  over  as  commoa  and 
ordinary  things,  as  men  ufually  do  upon  things  of  com- 

'  mon  and  ordinary  occurrence ;  but  I  have  fearcbed 
into  them  as  things  of  great  eminence  and  wonder,  and 
have  efteemed  it  a  great  part  of  my  duty,  that  the  wife 
God  of  nature  requires  of  the  children  of  men,  who 
therefore  expofed  thefe  his  great  works  to  our  view, 
and  gave  us  eyes  to  behold,  and  reafon  in  fome  mea- 
fure  to  Qbferve  and  underftand  them  ;  and  therefore  I 
have  ftriftly  obferved  the  frame  of  the  world,  the 
motion,  order,  and  Divine  economy  of  them ;  I 
have  fearched  into  their  qualities,  caufes,  and  opera- 
tions, and  have  discovered  as  great,  if  not  greater^ 
matter  of  admiration  therein,  than  in  the  external 
beauty  and  profpeft,  that  at  the  firfl:  view  they  pre- 
fented  to  my  fenfe. 

2.  And  this  difquifition  and  obfervation,  did  not  reft: 
only  in  the  bare  perufal  of  the  works  themfelves,  or 
their  immediate  natural  caufes,  upon  which  they  de* 
pended  :  but  1  traced  their  being,  dependance,  and 
government  unto  thee,  the  Firfl  Caufe,  and  by  this 
profecution  and  tracing  of  things  to  their  original,  I 
was  led  up  to  a  mofl  demonftrative  conviftion,  That 
there  is  a  God  that  is  the  firfl  caufe  of  their  being, 
and  motion.  And  in  the  contemplation  of  the  admi- 
rable vaflnefs  of  the  works  mine  eyes  behold,  their 
fingular  beauty  and  order,  the  ^mirable  uictulnefs,^ 
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convenience,  and  adaptation  of  one  thing  to  another  ; 
the  conftancy,  regularity,  and  order  of  the  motion  of 
the  heavens  and  heavenly  bodies  ;  the  mutual  fubfer- 
viency  of  one  thing  to  another,  the  order  and  ufefiil 
pofition  of  the  elements,  the  fertility  of  the  earth,  the 
variety  of  beauty,  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  creatures,,  their 
admirable  inftinds,  the  wonderful  fabric  of  the  body  of 
man,  the  admirablenefs  and  ufefulnefs  of  his  faculties 
animal,  and  the  Angular  adaptation  of  the  organs  to  thofe 
faculties,  theftrong  powers  of  thereafonable  foul.  In  the 
contemplation  of  thefe,  and  fuch  as  thefe  varieties,  I  did, 
to  the  everlafting  filencing  of  the  atheifm  that  my  o\vn 
coiTuptions  were  apt  to  nourifh,  conclude.  That  there 
is  but  one  God,  that  he  is  mofl  powerful,  moft  wife, 
knowing  all  things,  governing  all  things,  fupporting 
all  things.  Upon  thefe  conviftions,  I  was  ftrengthened 
in  the  belief  of  thy  Holy  Word,  which  had  fo  great  a 
congruity  with  thele  truths,  that  the  ftridl  and  due  con- 
templation of  thy  creatures  did  fo  demonftratively 
evince. 

3.  And  upon  thefe  conviftions,  I  did  learn  the  more 
to  honour,  reverence,  and  admire  Thee,  and  to  wor- 
fhip,  ferve,  and  obey  Thee,  to  depend  and  reft  upon 
Thee,  to  walk  humbly  and  fincerely,  and  awfully  be- 
fore Thee,  as  being  prefent  with  me,  and  beholding 
me ;  to  love  and  adore  Thee  as  the  fountain  of  all 
being  and  good.  When  I  looked  upon  the  glory  and 
ufefulnefs  of  the  fun,  I  admired  the  God  that  made  it, 
chalked  out  its  motions  for  it,  placed  it  in  that  due 
diftance  from  the  earth,  for  its  ufe  and  conveniency. 
When  I  looked  upon  the  ftars,  thofe  huge  and  won- 
derful balls  of  light,  placed  in  that  immenfe  diftaiice 
from  the  inferior  bodies,  and  one  from  another,  their 
multitude  and  motion,  I  admired  the  wifdom  and  power 
of  that  God,  whofe  hand  fpans  the  Heavens,  and  hath 
fixed  every  thing  in  its  place.  Nay,  when  I  looked 
upon  the  poor  little  herbs  that  arife  out  of  the  earth,  the 
loweft  of  vegetables,  and  confidered  the  i'ecret  fparkof 
lire  that  is  in  it,  that  attrads,  increafeth,  groweth,  ferai- 
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lateth,  preferves  itfelf,  and  its  kinds;  the  various^ 
irtues  that  are  in  them  for  the  food,  medicine  and  de- 
ight  of  more  perfect  creatures,  my  mind  was  carried 
ip  to  the  admiration  and  adoration,  and  praife  of  that 
jrod,  whofe  wifdom,  power,  and  influence,  and  go- 
remment  is  feen  in  thefe  little  fmall  footlleps  of  his 
joodnefs  ;  fo  that  take  all  the  wifeft,  ableft,  moft  pow- 
jrful  and  knowing  men  under  heaven,  they  cannot 
^qual  that  power  and  wifdom  of  thine,  that  is  feen  in  a 
>lade  of  grafs ;  nor  fo  much  as  trace  out,  or  clearly  or 
iiftinftly  decypher,  the  great  varieties  in  the  produdion, 
jrowth,  and  procefs  of  its  fhort,  yet  wonderful  conti- 
nuance ;  infomuch  that  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  that 
ive  converfe  withal,  but  yielded  me  infcriptions  of  the 
power  and  wifdom  of  their  Maker  written  upon  them. 

4.  In  the  contemplation  of  thy  great  works  of  the 
Heavens,  thofe  goodly,  beautiful,  and  numerous  bodies, 
fo  full  of  glory  and  light,  I  ever  reflcfted  upon  myfelf 
with  David's  meditation.  Lord  what  is  man  that  thou 
art  mindful  of  him^  or  thefon  of  many  that  thou  regardefi 
him  I  It  is  true,  man  in  himfclf  confidered,  is  a  crea- 
ture full  of  wonder,  but  compared  with  thefe  goodly 
creatures,  he  is  but  an  inconfiderable  thing.  I  learnt 
by  thy  creatures  to  be  humble,  and  adore  thy  conde- 
fcenfion,  that  ^rt  pleafed  from  Heaven,  the  dwelling 
place  of  thy  jMajcity  and  Glory,  to  take  care  of  fuch  a 
worm  as  man^  fiiiful  man. 

5.  In  the  contemplation  of  thy  power  and  wifdom 
in  creating  and  governing  the  world,  I  have  learned 
fubmillion  to  thy  will,  as  b^iing  the  will  of  the  fame 
mort  v>dfe  God,  that  by  his  wifdom  hath  created  and 
governs  ciU  things,  and  therefore  his  will,  a  moft  wife^ 
perfeft  will.  I  have  learned  to  depend  upon  tliy  pro- 
vidence, v;ho  though  I  am  but  a  worm,  in  comparifoa 
of  thy  heavenly  works,  yet  I  am  an  excellent  and  emi- 
nent creature,  in  comparifon  of  the  ravens  and  the  grafs 
of  the  fiv-'ids  ;  yet  thofe  he  feeds,  and  thefe  he  cloths, 
and  fliall  he  not  much  more  clothe  and  feed  me  ?  Thus 
1  hiive  in  fonie  meafurc  improved  the  talents  of  thy 

works. 
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works,  thereby  to  find  and  trace  out  thy  Majefty,  Ay 
power,  wifdom,  and  greatnefs,  and  my  own  duty. 

•7.  Touching  thy  more  special  providences  toward 

the  CHILDREN   of  MEN. 

1.  As  by  the  works  of  nature,  I  have  learned  what 
thou  art,  and  fomething  of  my  duty  thereupon  to  thee ; 
fo  by  thy  providence  towards  the  children  of  men,  I 
have  in  fome  meafure  learned  the  fame,  and  a  farther 
leffon  ;  viz.  What  thy  will  is ;  for  thou  haft  not  left 
thy felf  without  a  witnefs  thereof  to  a  mere  natural  man, 
©bferving  thy  providence  towards  the  children  of  men. 
I  have  obferved  fome  men  of  eminent  juftice  and  up* 
lightnefs  of  life,  purity  and  fanftimony,  temperance 
and  fobriety,  mercy  and  gentlenefs,  patience  and  for- 
bearance, bounty  and  liberality ;  and  I  have  obferved 
them  to  be  very  happy  men,  and  bleffed  in  what  was 
moft  defired  by  them.  It  may  be  they  were  rich  and 
great ;  but  if  they  were  not,  it  was  becaufe  riches  and 
greatnefs  was  not  the  thing  they  moft  valued,  perchance 
it  might  have  been  a  burden  to  them  to  be  fuch  ;  but 
I  have  always  obferved  them  to  be  happy  in  what  they 
moft  defired  and  valued ;  they  had  ferenity  and  quiet- 
nefs  of  mind  :  if  they  were  not  rich,  yet  they  were  vi- 
fibly  happy  in  their  contentednefs ;  and  if  they  were 
not  great,  yet  they  were  apparently  honourable  in  the 
efteem  and  value  of  others  ;  nay,  if  they  were  under 
external  loffes,  croiTes,  reproaches,  yet  in  the  midft 
thereof,  it  was  moft  apparent  to  all  men  they  enjoyed 
that  which  they  more  valued,  a  moft  compofed,  cheer- 
ful, patient,  contented  foul ;  and  this  hath  been  appa- 
rently as  vifible  to  all  fpedators,  as  if  they  had  enjoyed 
a  full  confluence  of  external  happinefs,  and  very  many 
times,  unlefs  upon  eminent  and  vifible  reafons,  before 
the  end  of  their  days,  they  had  fignal  returns  of  eter- 
nal enjoyments.  I  have  obferved  men  of  notorious 
and  wicked  lives,  traitors,  murderers,  oppreflors,  adul- 
terers, covenant-breakers,  and  other  villanies,  fecured 
by  eminent  power,  policy,  or  fecrecy  \  yet  by  wonder- 
ful 
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fill  providence  that  power  broken,  that  policy  difap- 
pointed,  that  fecrecy  difcovered,  and  eminent  judg- 
ments anfwerable  to  their  eminent  demerits,  have  over- 
taken them.  I  have  feen  and  obferved  both  in  myfelf 
and  others,  our  fins  and  offences  fo  fuitably,  and  pro- 
portionably  anfwered  with  punifhments,  that  though 
they  feem  to  be  produced  by  ftrange  and  mofl: 
cafual  conjeftures,  yet  fo  exaftly  conformable  to  the 
nature,  quality,  and  degree  of  the  offence,  that  they 
carried  in  them  the  very  effigies  of  the  fins,  and 
made  it  legible  in  the  punifliment,^^  tile  mmms^fic  ora 
gerebat  ^  And  from  thefe  obfervations  I  found  that 
thofe  fins  were  difpleafing  to  thee ;  that  thou  wert  moft 
wife  to  difcover,  and  moft  juft  and  powerful  to  punifli 
them ;  and  did  thereupon  conclude.  Verily  there  is  a 
reward  for  the  righteous ;  verily  he  is  a  God  thai 
judgeth  in  the  earth. 

8.  Concerning  my  speech. 

I  have  always  been  careful  that  I  offend  not  vAtik 
my  tongue.  My  words  have  been  few,  unlefs  neceffity 
or  thy  honour  required  more  fpeech  than  ordinary. 
My  words  have  been  true,  reprefenting  things  as  they 
were ;  and  fincere,  bearing  conformity  to  my  heart 
and  mind.  My  words  have  been  feafonable,  fuitable 
to  the  occafion,  and  feafoned  with  grace  and  ufefulnefs. 

I  have  efteemed  my  words,  though  tranfient  and 
paffmg  away,  yet  treafured  up  in  thy  remembrance  ; 
for  by  my  words,  I  fhall  be  judified,  by  my  words 
condemned ;  and  therefore  I  have  reflefted  often  upon 
my  words  ;  and  when  I  have  found  any  thing,  through 
inadvertency  or  paffion,  hath  paffed  from  me,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  reform  it,  and  humbled  myfelf  before 
thee  for  it. 

I  have  efteemed  it  the  moft  natural  and  excellent 
ufe  of  my  tongue,  to  fet  forth  thy  glory,  goodnefs, 
power,  wifdom  and  truth  ;  to  inftrufl:  others  as  I  had 
opportunity  in  the  knowledge  of  thee,  in  their  duty  to 

^  Thus  he  exhibited  himself  in  his  form  and  couutenance. 
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•  theie,  to  themfelves,  and  others ;  to  reprove  vice  and 
fin  ;  to  encourage  virtue  and  good  living  ;  to  convince 
errors ;  to  maintain  the  truth ;  to  call  upon  thy  Name, 
and  by  vocal  prayers  to  fanQify  my  tongue,  and  to 
fix  my  thoughts  to  the  duty  about  which  I  was  to 
perfuade  to  peace,  and  charity,  and  good  works ;  and  in 
thefe  employments  I  endeavoured  to  wind  up  my 
tongue  to  the  higheft  degree  of  elocution  that  I  was  ca- 
pable of. 

I  have  often  contemplated  thy  wonderful  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  to  the  children  of  men,  in  giving  them 
not  only  reafon  and  underftanding,  but  that  admirable 
faculty  of  fpeech,  whereby  one  man  might  communi- 
cate his  mind,  and  thoughts,  and  wants,  and  defires, 
and  counfels,  and  afTiftance,  to  others ;  the  great  en- 
gine of  upholding  of  mutual  fociety,  and  without 
which  our  reafon  and  underftanding  were  imprifoned 
within  ourfelves,  and  confufipn  would  enfue,  as  once 
it  did  at  the  confufion  of  tongues,  by  the  moft  wife 
providence  for  moft  excellent  ends. 

In  fum,  I  havQ^looked  upon  this,  amongft  the  many 
other  conveniencies  I  enjoy,  as  a  treafure  committed 
to  my  truft  for  my  Mafter's  ufe.  I  have  accordingly 
employed  it  confcionably,  feemly ,  and  humbly ,  as  thy 
gift,  not  my  own  acqueft. 

9.  Touching  my  time  of  life. 

~  Firft,  I  have  duly  confidered  what  it  is,  and  for  what, 
end  thou  gaveft  it  me  ;  that  it  is  but  a  ftiort  time, 
and  the  minutes  that  are  paffed,  and  the  opportunities 
in  them,  are  irrevocably  and  irrecoverably  loft  ;  that 
all  the  wealth  of  the  world  cannot  redeem  it ;  that  the 
time  that  is-  before  me,  is  uncertain :  when  I  look  upon 
an  hour-glafs,  or  the  fliadow  of  a  dial,  I  can  guefs  that 
here  is  half  an  hour,  or  a  quarter,  or  more,  or  lefs  to 
come,  but  I  cannot  guefs  what  proportion  of  time 
remains  in  the  hour-glafs  of  my  life  ;  only  I  know  it  is 
fhort,  but  I  know  not  how  fliort  it  is,  whether  a  year, 
or  a  week,  or  a  day,  or  an  hou**^   and  yet  upon  this 

little 
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little  uncertain  portion  of  time,  and  the  due  ufe  of  it, 
depends  my  everlafting  happinefs  or  mifery.  It  is  my 
feed-time,  and  if  I  fow  not  my  feed  here,  it  is  too  late 
to  think  of  that  hufbandry  after  death ;  and  if  I  fow 
and  fow  not  good  feed,  my  crop  will  be  thereafter,  in 
that  other  world  that  immediately  expefts  upon  the 
iffue  of  this ;  and  I  have  a  thoufand  diverfions  that  rob 
me  of  much  of  this  little  portion  of  time,  and  yields 
me  no  account  in  order  to  my  great  concernment, 
when  I  caft  out  from  the  account  of  my  time  theun- 
profitableriefs  of  my  childhood  and  youth,  the  hours 
ipent  in  fleeping,  eating,  drinking,  recreations,  travels, 
and  other  things  that  carry  no  fin  in  them,  there  re- 
msdns  but  a  fmall  portion  of  a  fliort  life  for  concern- 
jnehts  of  everlafting  importance ;  a  great  bufinefs  to  be 
done^  great  difficulties  and  impediments  in  the  doing 
of  it,  and  but  a  little  portion  of  time,  of  a  ftiort  and 
uncertain  life,  to  do  it  in ;  and  yet  this  life  of  mine  was 
by  Thee  given,  not  to.  be  trifled  and  fquandered  away, 
Other  in  fin  or  idlenefs  ;  not  to  gain  riches,  honour, 
or  reputation ;  for  when  ficknefs  comes  thefe  will  ap- 
pear infipid  and  vain  things ;  and  when  death  comes, 
they  will  be  merely  ufelefs :  but  it  was  for  a  higher  end, 
viz.  a  time  to  trade  for  the  moft  valuable  jewel  of 
eternal  happinefs ;  a  time  to  fow  fuch  feed  as  might 
yield  a  crop  of  bleffednefs  in  the  next  world  ;  a  time 
to  fecure  a  title  to  an  everlafting  inheritance  ;  fuch  a 
time,  as  if  once  loft,  the' opportunity  is  loft  for  ever ; 
loft  irrecoverably  ;  for  the  night  cometh  wherein  no 
man  can  work;  *  For  there  is  no  work,  nor  device, 
^  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom  in  the  grave  whither 
^  thou  goeft  ^* 

And  upon  this  confideration  of  the  great  end  of  my 
life,  the  great  importance  of  the  bufinefs  that  is  to  be 
doae  in  it ;  the  brevity,  smd  great  uncertainty  of  this 
life,  and  the  utter  impoffibility  after  death  to  redeem 
the  negleft  of  the  ppper  and  important  bufinefs  ef 
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my  life,  I  have  endeavoured  to  hufband  this  fhoit, 
certain,  important  talent  as  well  as  I  can. 

1 .  By  a  careful  avoiding  offtnful  employments ^  whkll 
2t  once  do  wafte  this  precious  talent,  and  contra^^ 
ferther  debt  upon  me,  renders  me  in  arrears  for  the 
time  mifpent,  and  the  guilt  contraded. 

2.  By  avoiding  idlenejs^  burning  out  my  candle  ta 
sso  purpofe. 

3.  By  avoiding  untie cejfary  confumption  of  time^  by 
long  feaftings,  excefiive  fleep,  impertinent  vifits,  i&^ 
ing  of  interludes,  unneceflary  recreations,  curious  and 
impertinent  ftudies  and  enquiries,  that,  when  attained^ 
ferve  to  no  purpofe. 

4.  By  applying,  direfting  and  ordering  even  myftu^ 
dies  of  hum  n  learnings  hiftories,  natural  or  moral  jJbiU 
lofophy,  mathematics,  languages,  laws,  to  an  end  be* 
yond  themfelves ;  viz.  thereby  to  enable  me  to  under-* 
ftand,  and  obferve  thy  excellent  wifdom  and  power,  to 
maintain  and  uphold  thy  caufe  againft  Atheifm,  Idola-* 
try,  and  errors ;  to  fit  me  for  ferving  of  thee  and  my 
country,  in  the  ftation  wherein  I  live. 

5.  By  exercifmg  myfelf  in  the  very  bufinefs  of  wy 
callings  as  an  aft  of  duty  and  obedience  to  thee,  a^ng 
in  it  thofe  virtues  of  Chriftianity  that  might  be  honour^ 
able  to  thy  name,  of  good  example  to  others,  of  im* 
provement  of  grace  unto  myfelf ;  ufing  in  it  diligence 
without  anxiety ;  dependance  upon  thee  without  pre# 
fumption;  contentednefs,  patience,  thankfulnefs,  ho* 
nefty,  juftice,  uprightnefs,  plain-deaUng,  liberality;  and 
by  this  means  tranflated  my  fecular  employmait  into 
an  exercife  of  Chriftian  duty,  ferving  thee  while  I  ferv- 
ed  myfelf,  and  converting  that  very  employment  and 
the  time  fpent  therein,  to  the  ufe,  honour,  and  advan- 
tage of  my  Lord  and  Mafter,  the  good  example  of 
others,  and  the  increafe  of  my  fpiritual  advantage,  as 
well  as  my  temporal. 

6.  By  religioufly  obferving  thofe  times  that  have 
beeny^/  apart  to  religious  duties^  efpecially  the  hordes 
Day^  not  mingling  with  it  fecular  thoughts  or  employ- 
ments. 
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:8ient$,  but  with  much  attention,  ftrid:ne&  and  care,  lay* 
3ag  hold  upon  thofe  times  and  opportunities,  and  cu^ 
fiilly  applying  them  fingly  to  the  proper  bufmelk  of 
the  times. 

7.  By  dedicating  and  fetting  apart  fome  portion  oi 
my  time  to  prayer  and  reading  of  thy  word,  which  [ 
have  conftantly  and  peremptorily  obferved,  whatever 
occalions  interpofed,  or  importunity  perfuaded  the  con^ 
trary. 

8-  By  making  the  magnum  oportety  the  great  and  one 
thing  neceffary,  the  choice  and  principal  buftnejs  of  my 
Mfi^  and  the  great  defign  of  it ;  and  efteeming  that 
time  fpent  moft  naturally,  profitably,  and  fuitably,  that 
was  fpent  in  order  to  it ;  obferving  thy  great  works  £& 
wifdom  and  power ;  contemplating  upon  thy  goodnefs 
and  excellency  ;  hearing  and  reading  thy  word ;  call- 
i^g  upon  thy  Name  ;  crucifying  my  corruptions ;  ex- 
erc^fing  thy  graces ;  humbling  myfelf  for  my  fins ;  re- 
turning tharis  for  thy  mercies ;  fl:udying  the  myftery 
of  God  manifeft  in  the  flefh ;  ftriving  to  bring  myfelf 
conformable  to  my  Pattern,  and  to  have  him  formed 
in  my  heart,  and  his  life  in  mine  ;  crucifying  myfelf 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  me ;  fitting  myfelf  for 
death,  judgment  and  eternity.  Thefe,  and  the  like 
employments  I  eflieemed  the  flower,  the  glory,  the  beft 
cf  my  fpent-time,  becaufe  they  will  be  carried  over 
with  advantage  into  the  life  to  come ;  and  therefore 
this  I  reckoned  my  bufinefs,  and  accordingly  I  made 
it :  other  matters,  that  only  ferved  for  the  meridian  of 
this  life,  I  ufed  either  barely  for  neceflity  of  my  prefent 
fubfiftence,  or  as  a  divertifement,  and  fparingly,  or  in 
order  to  thofe  great  ends,  Thofe  were  the  bufinefs, 
thefe  only  the  parerga  i  of  my  life* 

JO.  Toiuhing  thy  creatures,  and  the  ufe  of  them ^  and 

the  dominion  over  them. 

I  have  efteemed  them  as  thine  in  propriety  :  thou 
liaft  committed  unto  me  the  ufe,  and  a  fubordinate  do- 

*  recreations. 
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minion  over  them  ;  yet  I  ever  efteemed  myfelf  an  lac— - 
cjomptant  to  Thee  for  them,  and  therefore  I  have  re- 
ceived them  with  '  thankfulnefs  urito  Thee,  the  great: 
Lord  both  of  them  and  me:  When  the  earth  yielded, 
me  a  good  crop  of  corn  or  other  fruits ;  when  fkxrks 
igicreafed ;  when  my  honeft  labours  brought  me'  in  a. 
plentiful  or  convenient  fupply,  I  looked  up  to  thee  as  the 
giver ;  to  thy  providence  and  bleflings,  as  the  original 
of  all  my  increafe ;  I  did  not  facrifice  to  my  own  net, 
or  induftry,  or  prudence,  but  I  received  all,  as  the 
'gracious  and  bountiful  returns  of  thy  liberal  hand :  I 
looked  upon  every  grain  of  corn  that  I  fowed,  as  buried 
and  loft,  unlefs  thy  power  quickened  and  revived  it ; 
I  efteemed  the  beft  produftion  would  have  been  But 
ftalk  and  ftraw,  unlefs  thou  hadft  increafed  it :  I  ef- 
teemed my  own  hand  and  induftry  but  impotent,  unlefs 
ihou  hadft  blefled  it ;  for  it  is  thy  blefling  that  inaketh 
rich,  and  it  is  thou  that  givcft  power  to  get  wealth  K^ 
'    2.  I  efteemed  it  my  duty  to  make  a  return  of  this 
my  acknowledgement,  by  giving  the  tribute  of  my  m- 
creafe  in  the  maintenance  of  thy  minifters,  and  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor ;  and  I  efteemed  the  pradice  enjoined 
lothy  ancient  people,  of  giving  the  tenth  of  their  in- 
creafe, a  fufEcient  not  only  warrant,  but  inftruftion  to 
Bie  under  the  gofpel,  to  do  the  like. 

3.  I  have  not  only  looked  upon  thy  bleflings  and 
bounty,  in  lending  me  thine  own  creatures  for  my  ufe ; 
but  I  have  fought  unto  Thee,  for  a  bleffing  upon  them 
in  my  ufe  of  them.  I  did  very  well  obferve,  'that 
there  is  by  my  fin  a  curfe  in  the  very  creatures  that  I 
teccjive,  unlefs  thy  bleffing  fetch  it  out ;  an  emptinefi 
in  them,  unlefs  thy  goodnefs  fill  therri :  though  thou 
Ihouldft  give  me  quails  and  manna  from  heaven,  yiet 
without  thy  blefling  upon  them,  they  would  become 
rottennefs  and  putrefaction  to  me ;  and  therefore  I 
ever  begged  thy  bleffing  upon  thy  bleffings,  as.  well 
as  the  bleffings  themfclves,  and  attributed  the  good  I 
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Foimd,  orwas  to  expe£l  in  them,  to  the  fame  hand 
that  gave  them. 

4.  I  received  and  iifed  thy  creatures  as  committed  to 
me  under  a  triift,  and  as  a  iteward  and  accomptant  for 
them ;    and   therefore  I  was    always  careful  to  ufe 
thiem  according  to  thofe  limits,  and  in  order  for  thofe 
ends,  for  which  thou  didil  commit  them  to  me :  1 .  AVith 
temperance  and  moderation ;  I  did  not  ufe  thy  crea- 
tures to  luxury  and  excefs,  to  make  provlfion  for  my 
liifts,  with  vain  glory  or  oftentation,  but  for  the  con- 
venient fupport  of  the  exig^^ncies   of  my   nature  and 
trondition';  and  if  at'any  time  thy  goodnefs  did  indulge 
me  an  ufe  of  them  for  delight,  as  w^ll  as   noeeffity,  I 
did  it  but  rarely  and  watchfully.     I   looked  not  upon 
the  wine,  when  it  gave  its  colour  in  the  cup,  nor  gave 
myfelf  over,  either  to  excefs  or  curibfity  in  meats  or 
drinks ;  ■  I  checked  myfelf  therein,  as  being  in  thy  pre- 
lence,  and  ftill  remembered  I  had  thy  creatures  under 
an  accompt ;  and  was  ever  careful  to  avoid  excefs  or 
intemperance,  becaufe  every  exceilive  cup  or  nieal  was 
in  danger  to  leave  me  fomewhat  in  fuper  ^  and  arrear 
to  my  Lord.    2.  With  mercy  and   compafiion  to  the 
creatures  themfelves,  which  thou  haft  put  under   my 
power  and  difpofal,  when  I  coiifidered  the  admirable 
pbwers  of  life  and  fenfe,  which  I  faw   in   the  birds 
and  beafts,  and  that  all  the  men  in  the  world  could 
not  give  the  like  being  to  any  thing,  nor  reftore  that 
life  and  fenfe  which  is  once  taken  from  them ;  when  I 
confidered  how  innocently  and  harmlefsly  the  fowls 
and  thefifli,  and  the  fheeo  and  oxen  take  their  food, 
that  thou  the  Lord  of  all  haft  given  them,  I  have  been 
apt  to  think  that  furely  thou  didft  intend  a  more  inno- 
cetd  kind  of  food  to  man,  than  fuch  as  muft  be  taken 
with  fuch  detriment  to  thofe  living  parts  of  thy  crea- 
tion ;  and  although   thy  wonderful  goodnefs  hath  fo 
miich  indulged  to  mankind,  as  to  give  up  the  lives  of 
thefe  creatures  for  the  food  of  man  by  thy  exprefa 
commiffion,  yet  I  ftill  do,  and  ever  did  think  that 

•  *  excess. 
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there  was  Tijufiice  dui  from  man,  even  to  tjoeje  Jthjihii 
€reatures^  that  he  ftiould  take  them  iparingly,  for  ne^ 
ceffity,  and  not  for  delight ;  or  if  for  deKght,  yet  iiot 
for  luxury.  I  have  been  apt  to  think,  that  if  there 
were  any  more  liberal  ufe  of  creatures  for  delight  and 
variety,  it  ftiould  be  of  fruits,  or  fiifeh  other  delicacies 
as  might  be  had  without  the  Ibfs  of  life  j  but  however 
it  be,  this  very  confideration  hath  made  me  very  fpar- 
ing  and  careful,  not  vainly  or  fuperfluoufly,  or  unne^ 
ceffarily,  or  prodigally  to  take  away  the  life  of  thy 
creatures  jfbr  feafting  and  excefs.  And  the  very  fam^ 
confideration  hath  always  gone  along  with  me,  in  ri^ 
ferenci  to  the  labours  of  thy  creaturesi  I  have  ever* 
thought  that  there  was  a  certain  degree  of  juftice  du6i 
from  man  to  the  creatures,  as  from  man  to  man,  and 
that  an  exceflive,  immoderate,  unfeafonable'  iife  of  the 
creature's  labour,  is  an  injuftice  for  whieh  Be  muft  ac* 
count;  to  deny  domeftic  creatures  their  Convenient 
food ;  to  exad  that  labour  from  them,  that  tbev  are 
not  able  to  perform ;  to  ufe  extremity  or  crtteity  to* 
wards  them,  is  a  breach  of  that  truft  under  which  thtf 
dominion  of  the  creatures  was  committed  tcr  us,  and  a 
breach  of  that  juftice  that  is  due  from  men  to  th^m  i 
And  therefore  I  have  always  efteemed  it  as  a  part  of 
Jny  duty,  and  it  hath  been  always  my  ptadlice  to  be 
taerciful  to  beafts  ^  And  upon  the  faine  aecouat  I 
have  ever  efteemed  it  st  breach  of  truft,  and  have  ac^ 
cordingly  declined  iny  crueky  to  any  of  thy  creatftres^ 
and  as  much  as  I  might,  prevented  it  in  others^  as  a  ty«« 
i^nny,  inconfiftent  with  the  truft  and  ftewardSiip  that 
thou  haft  committed  to  me.  I  have  abhorred  thofe 
fpotts  that  eonfift  in  the  torturing  of  the  creatures  i 
and  if  either  noxious  creatures  mttft  be  defljroyed,  or 
creatures  for  food  muft  be  taken,  it  hath  been  my  prac<« 
tice  to  do  it  in  that  manner^  that  may  be  with  the  leaffc 
torture  or  cruelty  to  the  creature ;  and  I  have  ftill 
thought  it  an  unlawful  thing  to  deftroy  thofe  creatures 
for  recreation  iake^  that  either  were  not  hwrtfiil  whea 
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Ittiey  Kved,  or  are  not  profitable  when  they  are  killed  ; 
fef  er  remembering,  that  thou  haft  given  us  a  dominioa 
over  thy  creatures ;  yet  it  is  under  a  law  of  juftice, 
pnidence,  and  moderation,  otherwife  we  fliould  be- 
tome  tyrants,  not  lords,  over  thy  creatures:  And 
therefore  thofe  things  of  this  nature,  that  others  have 
praftifed  as  recreations,  I  haVe  avoided  as  fins. 

jis  to  thofe  Habits  of  Mind,  and  knowledge  that  I 
have  bad  or  acquired ;  and  namely, 

li;  JMy  LEARNING  ^NATURAL  CAUSES  ^»^EFFICT», 

and  of  ARTS  and  sciEtiCES. 

I  have  riot  efteetned  them  the  chiefeft  or  beft  fur- 
biture  of  my  mind,  but  have  accounted  them  but 
idroTs  iri  comparifon  of  the  knowledge  of  thee  and  thy 
Chrift,  and  him  criicified*  In  the  acquiring  of  them 
t  have  always  obferved  this  care :  1  •  That  I  might 
not  too  prodigally  beftow  my  time  upon  them,  to  the 
prejudice  of  that  time  and  pains  for  the  acquiring  of 
Inore  excellent  knowledge,  and  the  greater  concern- 
ments of  my  everlafting  happinefs. 

2.  I  carried  along  with  me  in  all  my  ftudies  of  this 
biature,  this  great  defign  of  improving  them,  and  the 
knowledge  acquired  by  them,  to  the  honour  of  thy 
name,  and  the  greater  difcovery  of  thy  wifdom, 
power  and  truth,  and  fo  tranflated  my  fecular  learn- 
ing into  an  improvement  of  divine  knowledge ;  and. 
had  I  not  had,  and  praflifed  that  defign  in  my  ac- 
quefls  of  human  learning,  I  had  concluded  my  time 
mifpent ;  becaufe  I  ever  thought  it  unworthy  of  a 
man  that  had  an  everlafting  foul,  to  fumifh  it  only 
ivith  fuch  learning,  as  either  would  die  with  his  body, 
and  fo  become  unufefiil  for  his  everlafting  ftate,  or 
that  in  the  next  moment  after  death,  would  be  at- 
tained without  labour  or  toil  in  this  life ;  yet  this  ad- 
vantage I  made  and  found  in  my  applicadon  to  fe- 
cular ftudies. 

1*  It  enlarged  and  habituated  my  nund  fcnr  toon 
uleful  inquiries. 
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; '  2.  It  carried  me  up,  in  st  great  meafiufe^  to  th^  - 
found  and  grounded    knowledge  of  tnee,  tha  firft 
caufe  of  all  things. 

S.  It  kept  me  from  idlenefs  and  ruft.  • 

4.  It  kept  my  thoughts,  and  life  oftentimes,  from 
temptations  to  worfe  employments. 

My  learning  and  knowledge  did  not  heighten  my 
opinion  of  myfelf,  parts  or  abilities  ;  but  the.  more  I 
knew,  the  more  humble  I  was^  ^ .       ...     \ 

1 .  I  found  it  was  thy  ftrength  and  bleffing  that  enr 
hbled  me  to  it ;  that  gave  me  under  Handing  and  tett- 
larged  it.  I  did  look  upOn  it  as  a  talent  lent  me^  not 
truly  acquired  by  me.  "   ^ 

2.  The  more  I  knew,  the  more  I  knew  ^y  o^xn-ig* 
hOrance.     I  found   myfelf  convinced,  that  there  \i^aa 
an  ignorance  in  what  I  thought  I  knew ;  my  know-, 
ledge  was  but  imperfeft,  and  defeftive ;  and  I  found 
an  infinite  latitude  of  things  which  I  knew  hot';  the 
farther  I  waded   into  knowledge,  the  deeper  ftill  I 
found  it,  and  it  was  with  me,  juft  as  it  is  with  a  child 
that  thinks,  that  if  he  could  but  come  to  fuch  a  fields 
he  fliould  be  able  to  touch  the   hemifphere    of  the 
heavens  ;  but  when  he  comes   thither,  he  finds  it  as 
fer  off  as  it  was  before.     Thus,  while  my  mind  pur- 
fued  knowledge,  I  found  the  objed  ftill -as  far  be- 
fore me  as  it  was,  if  not  much  farther,  and  could  no 
fnore  attsin  the  full  and  exaft  knowledge  of  any  one 
fubjeft,  than  the  hinder  wheel  of  a  chariot  can  over- 
take the  former,  though  I  knew  much  of  what  others 
were  ignorant,  yet  ftill  I  found  there  was  much  more, 
whereof  I  was  ignorant,  than  what  I  knew,  eveA  in 
the  compafs  of  a  moft  confined  and   inconfiderable 
fiibjefl:.     And  as  my  very  knowledge  ^  taught  -me  hu- 
mility in  the  fenfe  of  my  own  ignorance,  fo  it  taught" 
me  that  my  underftanding  was  of  finite  and  limited' 
pk>wer,  that  takes  in  things  by  little  and  little,  andf 
gradually.     2,  That  thy  wifdom  is  unfearchable  andt 
f  aft  finding;  <Jut. .   S-  That  thy  works,  which  arefcut 
finite  in  themfelves,  and  neceffarily  ftiort  o£  that  in^ 
:".   .'.,  -  '  finite 
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liute  wiiSlom  by  which  they  are  contrived,  are  yet  fa 
wKmdcrful,  that  as  the  wife  man  faith,  *  No  man  can 

*  find  out  the  work  that  thou  makeft  from  the  be- 

*  ginning  to  the  end  ^'  If  a  man  would  fpend  his 
whole  life  in  the  ftudy  of  a  poor  fly,  there  would  be 
fuch  a  confluence  of  fo  many  wonderful  and  difficult 
exhibits  2  in  it,  that  it  would  flill  leave  much  more 
ondifcovered  than  the  mofl  Angular  wit  ever  yet  at-.^ 
tained. 

3,  It  taught  me  alfo,  with  the  wife  man,  to  writa 
vanity  and  vexation  upon  all  my  fecular  knowledge 
and  learning  ^.  That  little  that  J  know,  was  not  at- 
tained without  much  labour,  nor  yet  free  from  much 
uncertainty ;  and  the  great  reftduum  ^  which  I  knew 
not,  rendered  that  I  knew  poor  and  inconfiderable ; 
and  therefore, 

4.  I  did  moft  evidently  conclude,  that  the  happi-^ 
nefe   and  perfeftion   of  my  intelleftual  power,  waa 
not  to   be  found  in  this  kind  of  knowledge ;  in  a 
knowledge  thus  fenfibly  mingled  with  ignorance  in 
the  things  it  feems  to  know ;  mingled  with  a  diflatis- 
fadtion  in  r^fpeO:  of  the  things  I  know  not ;  mingled 
with  a  difficulty  in  attaining,  and  reflleflStiefs  when  at- 
tained :  The  more  I  knew,  the  more  I  knew  that  I 
knew  not;  and  the  more  I  knew,  the  more  impatient 
my  mind  was  to  know  what  it  knew  not ;  my  knowv 
ledge  did  rather  enlarge  my  defire  of  knowing  than* 
iatisfy  it ;  and  the  mpft  intemperate  fenfual  appetite 
under  heaven,  was  more  capable  of  fatisfacbion   by- 
what  it  enjoyed,  than  my  intelleftual  appetite  or  de-' 
fire  was,  or  could  be  fatisfiexi  with  the  things  I  knew  y 
but  the   enlarging  of  my  underftanding  with  know- 
ledge, did  but  enlarge  and  amplify  the  defire  and  ap- 
petite I  had  to  know ;  fo  that  what  Jcb's  return  was 
upon  his  inquifition  after  wifdom  :   *  The  depth  faith, 
^  It  is  not  in  me ;  and  the  fea  faith.  It  is  not  in  me^  j' 

*  Ecclei.  iii.  1 1.    *  discoveries.     *  Eccle?.  i.  14.     *  remainder. 
^  Job  xicviii.  14.  -  .  - 
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the  fame  account  all  my  feveral  boxes  or  kinds  ^ 
Juiowledge  gave  me,  when  I  enquired  for  fadsfaftioa 
in  them  :  my  abftrafl:  and  choice  fpeculations  in  the 
meiaphyftcks  were  of  that  abftraft  and  <:omprefaeiifive$ 
inature,  that  when  I  had  perufed  great  volumes  of  it^ 
and  intended  ^  my  mind  clofe  to  it,  yet  it  was  fo  vossti 
jcurial,  that  I  cduld  hardly  hpid  it ;  and  yet  fo  ex- 
^(ive  and  endlefs,  that  the  more  I  read  or  thought 
4Df  it,  the  more  I  might.  Natural philofcfhy  (thou^ 
k  were  more  tradable,  becaufe,  holding  a  gre?iter  vi- 
finity  to  fenfe  and  experiment,  yet)  I  found  full  of 
uncertainty,  much  of  it  grounded  upon  imaginary 
j&ipppfitions,  impoffible  to  be  experimepted,  the  lat- 
ter philofophers  cenfuring  the  former,  and  departing 
from  them,  and  the  lateft  defpifing  'and  reje^ing 
both  i  the  fyibjefl:  as  vaft  as  the  vifible  or  tai^ibk 
tmiverfe,  and  yet  every  individual  fo  complicated,  that 
if  all  the  reft  were  omitted,  any  one  had  nipre  lines 
concentried  in  it,  than  were  poflible  for  any  one  age 
jo  fift  to  the  bottom  5  yet  any  one  Joft,  or  not  exi 
adly  fcanned,  leaves  all  the  reft  unciertain  an^  ccm« 
jedural :  the  very  difquifition  concerning  any  one  pfurt 
of  the  brain,  the  eye,  the  nerves,  the  bloo^,  hath  per-r 
plexed  the  moft  exad  fcrutators.  Tbofe  more  drjr^ 
yet  more  cjemopftrable  conclufibns  in  the  mathematics\ 
yet  they  are  endlefs  and  perplexed :  The  propprtioii 
cf  lines  to  lin^s,  of  fuperficies  to  fuperficies^  bodies  tdi 
bodies,  numbers  to,  numbers,  nay,  to  leave  the  wbole 
latitude  of  the  fubjefl:, '  fee  what  long,  and  intricate, 
^d  uhfatisfaftoiry  pains  men  have  taken  about  fb|iie 
tpne  particular  fubjeft,  the  quadrature  bf  the  cirdeli 
conical,  oval,  and  fpiral  lines  ;  and  yet  if  it  could  be! 
attained  in  the  perfedion  of  it,  thefe  three  un^iapia^ 
lieiTes  attend  it.  ^    ^    ■    ..-' 

1.  That  it  IS  but  of  little  ufe ;  it  is  only  knpwni. 
tliat  it  may  be  known  :  That  which  is  of  ordinary  ufe 
either  in  archite^ure,  meafuring  of  bodies,  and  fuper^ 
jjl^^,  mechanics,  bufmefs  of  accQun:t$,  and  the  like,^ 
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If  fooR  attained,  and  by  ordinary  capacities ;  the  reft 
are  but  curious  impertinents,  in  refped  of  ufe  and  ap# 
plication* 

2*  That  they  ferve  only  for  the  meridian  of  this 
life,  and  of  corporal  converfe  ;  a  feparated  foul,  or  ^ 
fpiritualized  body,  will  not  be  concerned  in  the  ufe 
and  employment  of  them. 

S.  But  admit  they  fliould,  yet  doqbtlefs  a  greater 
meafure  of  fuch  knowledge  will  be  attained  in  one 
jhour  after  our  diffolutipn,  than  the  toilfome  expence 
pf  an  age  in  this  life  woi^Jd  produce.  And  the  like 
;piay  be  faid  for  afironmical  difquijitidns.  What  a 
deal  to  do  there  is  touching  the  motion  or  confiftency 
of  the  fun  or  earth ;  the  quality  and  habitablenefs  of 
iKe  moon  ;  the  matter,  quantity,  and  diftance  of  the 
Itars;  the  feveral  pofitions,  continuity,  contiguity, 
and  motions  of  the  heavens ;  the  various  influences  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  in  their  oppofitions,  cojijundtions, 
afyeds.  When  once  the  immortal  foul  hath  flowa 
liux>ugh  the  (lories  of  the  heavens,  in  one  moment 
all  thefe  will  be  known  diftindtly?  clearly,  and  evi- 
dently, which  here  are  nothing  but  conjeflures  and 
opinions,  gained  by  Iqiig  reading  or  obfervation. 

Upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  I  concluded  that  my 
intellectual  power,  and  the  exercife  of  it  in  this  life, 
was  given  me  for  a  more  fure  and  certain,  ufeful,  ad* 
yantageous,  f^itable  and  becoming  objeft,  eyen  *  To 
?  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift, 
"^  whom  thou  haft  fent  1/  A  knowledge  that  is  ufe- 
fill  for  the  acquiring  of  happinefs  here  and  hereafter  ^ 
|i  knowledge  of  a  fvibjeft,  though  infinitely  compre- 
henfive,  yet  but  one ;  a  knowledge,  that  though  it 
tljfl  move  farther,  yet  it  fatisfies  in  what  ia  acquired, 
and  doth  not  difquiet  in  attaining  more  ;  a  knowledge 
that  is  of  fuch  ufe  in  the  world  that  is  to  come,  as  it 
is  here ;  a  knowledge,  that  the  more  it  is  improved 
Ui  this  life,  the  more  it  is  improved  in  that  which  is 
to  come  i  every  grain  of  it  here  is  enlarged  to  a  vaft 

*  John  xvii.  5, 
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proportion  hereafter;  a  knowledge  that  is  acquired^ 

even  with  a  confent,  a  defire  to  know,  hiecaufe  thy 
gbodnefs  pleafeth  to  fill  fuch  a  defire,  to  inftru^ 
from  thyfelf,  and  there  is  none  teacheth  like  thee, 

12.  Concernivg  n\JUA^  vv^viyziiic'E^  and  underjianding 
in  affairs^  (-.nd  dexterity  in  the  managing  of  them.    ' 

I  have  been  always  careful  to  mingle  juftice  and 
honefty  with  my  prudence ;  and  have  always  efleemed 
prudence,  afted  by  injuftice  and  falfity,  the  arranteft 
and  moft  devilifli  pradice  in  the  w^orld ;  becauie  it 
proftitutes  thy  gift  to  the  fervice  of  helL  and  mingles 
^  beam  of  thy  Divine  excellence  with  an  extraSion  o|" 
the  devirs  furnifhing,  making  a  man  fo  much  the 
worfe  by  how  much  he  is  wifer  than  others.  I  al* 
ways  thought  that  wifdom,  which  in  a  tradefman  and 
in  a  politician  was  mingled  with  deceit,  falfity,  and 
injuftice,  deferved  the  fame  name :  only  the  latter  is 
fo  much  the  worfe,  becaufe  it  was  of  the  more  public 
and  general  concernment ;  yet,  becaufe  I  have  often 
obferved  great  employments,  efpecially  in  public  afr 
fairs,  are  fometimes  under  great  temptations  of  ming- 
ling too  much  craft  with  prudence,  and  then  to  niifr 
cal  it,  policy ;  I  have,  as  much  as  may  be,  avoided 
fuch  temptations  :  and  if  I  have  met  with  them,  I  have 
refolvedly  rejefted  them.  . 

I  have  always  oblerved,  that  honefty  and  plaiUr 
dealing  in  tranfaftions,  as  well  public  as  private,  is 
the  beft  and  foundeft  prudence  and  policy,  and  comr 
jnonly  at  the  long-run  oveir-matcheth  craft  and  ia\^ 
tilty;  for  the  deceived  and  deceiver  are  thine,  and 
thou  art  privy  to  the  fubtilty  of  the  one,  and  thp 
fimplicity  of  the  other ;  and  as  thou,  the  great  mor 
derator  and  obferver  of  men,  doft  difpenfe  fuccefs  and 
difappointments  accordingly. 

As  human  prudence  is  abufed,  if  mingled  with 
falfity  and  deceit,  though  the  end  be  ever  fo  good; 
fo  it  is  much  more  embafed,  if  direfted  to  a  bad  end, 

».        .      .  ;  ■  ■  ■ 
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to  the  di&bnour  of  thy  name,  the  oppreffion  of  thy 
people,  the  corrupting  of  thy  worftiip  or  truth,  or  to 
execute  any  injuftice  towards  any  perfon.  It  hath 
been  my  care^  as  not  to  err  in  the  manner,  fo  neither 
jn  the  end  of  the  exercifing  of  thy  providence.  I 
have  ever  efteemed  thy  prudence  then  beft  employed^ 
when  it  was  exercifed  in  the  prefervation  and  fup- 
port  of  thy  truth,  in  the  upholding  of  thy  faithftil 
minifters,  in  countermining,  difcovering,  and  difap- 
pointing  the  defigns  of  evil  and  treacherous  men, 
in  delivering  the  opprelTed,  in  righting  the  injured,  in 
prevention  of  wars  and  difcords,  in  preferving  the 
public  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  people  where  I 
live,  in  the  faithful  advifmg  of  my  prince,  and  in  all 
thofe  offices  incumbent  upoi^  me  by  thy  providence, 
under  every  relation.  .  /> 

When  my  end  was  moftc  unqueftionably  good,  I 
ever  then  took  mod  heedjtbat  the  means  were  fuitable 
and  juftifiable.  1.  Bec2^ufe)the  better  the  end  was, 
.the  more  eafily  we  are  rc^ened  into  the  ufe  of  ill 
means  to  effett  it ;  we^iggf  too  apt  to  difpenfe  with 
ourfelves  in  the  pradj^  ^f  what  is  amifs,  in  order  to 
the  accomplilhing  of -an  end  that  is  good ;  we  are  apt, 
while  with  great  intention '  of  mind  we  gaze  upon  the 
end,  not  to  care  what  courfe  we  take,  fo  as  we  attain 
it ;  and  are  apt  to  think  that  God  will  difpenfe  with, 
or  at  leaft  overlook  the  mifcarriage  in  our  attempts, 
if  the  end  be  good.  2.  Becaufe  many  times,  if  hot 
moll  times,  thy  name  and  honour  do  more  fuffer  by 
attempting  a  good  end  by  bad  means,  than  by  at- 
tempting both  a  bad  end,  and  alio  by  bad  means  ;  for 
bad  ends  are  fuitable  to  bad  means ;  they  are.  alike ; 
and  it  doth  not  immediately, .  as  fvich,  concern  thy 
honour;  but  every  thing  that  is  good,  hath  fome- 
what  of  thee  in  it ;  thy  name,  and  thy  nature,  and 
thy  honour,  is  vnritten  upon  it,  and  the  blemifh  that 
is  call  upon  it,  is  in  fome  meafure  call  upon  thee*; 
^d  the  evil  and  fcandal,  and  infamy,  and  uglinefe 
jthat  is  ii;L  the  means^  is  call  upon  the  end,  and  doth 
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difparage  and  blemilh  it,  and  confequently  It  difiid^ 
Hours  thee.  To  rob  for  burnt-offerings,  and  to  lye 
for  God,  is  a  greater  differvice  to  thy  majefty,  thaA 
to  rob  for  rapine,  or  to  lye  for  advantage. 

Whenfoever  my  prudence  was  fuccefsful,  duly  td 
attain  a  good  end,  I  ever  give  thy  Name  the  glory, 
and  that  in  fincerity.  I  have  known  fome  men  (and 
if  a  man  will  obferve  his  own  heart,  he  will  find  it 
there  alfo,  milefs  it  be  ftriftly  denied)  that  will  give 
God  the  glory  of  the  fuccefs  of  a  good  enterprize, 
but  yet  with  a  kind  of  fecret  invitation  of  fomewhat 
of  praife  for  themfelves,  their  prudence,  conduft, 
and  wifdom  ;  and  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  it,  and  fe* 
cretly  angry  and  difcontented  if  they  mifs  it;  and 
niany  times  give  God  th%  glory,  with  a  kind  of  often- 
tadon  and  vain-glory  in  doing  fo ;  but  I  have  giveft 
Thee  the  glory  of  it  upon  the  account  of  my  very 
judgment,  that  it  is  due^^and  due  only  to  Thee.  I  do 
know  that  that  prudendcj  that  I  have,  comes  from 
Thee )  and  I  do  know  tlflsflPit  is  thy  providential  order- 
ing of  occurrence^  that  Stakes  prudential  delibera- 
tions fuccefsful,  and  more  fe  '^ue  unto  thy  ordering, 
^pofmg,  fitting,  timing,  direCKng  of  all  in  feeming 
cafualties,  than  there  is  to  that  human  counfel  by 
:whiich  it  is  afted,  or  feems  to  be  afted;  the  leaft 
whereof,  if  not  marfhalled  by  thy  hand,  would  have 
Shattered  and  broken  the  counfel  to  a  thoufand  pieces : 
Thou  giveft  the  advice  by  thy  wifdom,  and  fecondefk 
it  by  thy  providence ;  thou  dealeft  by  us  as  we  do  by 
•<nir  children,  when  wie  fet  them  to  lift  up  a  heavy 
ftaff,  or  a  weighty  and  we  lift  with  them ;  and  we 
^gain  are  too  like  thofe  children  that  think  we  ndova 
the  weight,  when  we  move  not  a  grain  of  it. 

13.  Concerning  the  gift  of  elocutions 

I    have  ever  ufed  that  gift  with  humility;   not 

thereby  feeking  applaufe  to  myfelf,  or  owning  it ;  be- 

Caufe  pride  and  ottentation  in  this  gift  would  be  fe- 

.cret  idolatry  ^o  myfelf,  and  facrilege  to  Thee,  robbing 
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bkee  of  thy  glory,  and  therefore  fignally  vindicated  in 
tlie  example  of  Herod  ^ 

2.  fFifh  truth ;  I  never  ufed  the  advantage  of  my 
locution^  either  to  maintain  a  falfehood,  or  to  abufe  cre^ 
lulity  into  a  foolifti  opinion  or  perfuafion. 

S,  Pf^itb  integrity ;  I  never  ufed  the  advantage  of 
ioquence  or  rhetoric  to  deceive  people,  or  to  cozen 
hem  into  any  thing  IV^y  heart  always  vftnt  along 
;idth  my  tongue ;  and  if  I  ufed  intention  ^  of  fpeech 
ipon  any  occalion,  it  was  upon  an  intention  ^  of  con- 
/idion  in  myfelf,  of  the  truth,  necefSty,  ufeful- 
aefs-,  and  fitnefs  of  what  I  was  fo  perfiladed  :  if  my 
judgment  was  doubtful  or  ujicertain,  fo  was  my 
fpeech.  I  never  ufed  elocution  or  fpecious  arguments 
to  invite  any  to  that  whifh  in  my  own  judgment  I 
^pubted,  or  doubted  whether  it  were  fit  or  feafonable, 
all  circumftances  confidered.  I  never  ufed  my  elo- 
cution to  give  credit  to  an  ill  caufe;  tojuftify  that 
ivhich  deleryed  blame ;  to  juftify  the  wicked,  of  to 
condenm  the  righteous ;  to  make  any  thing  appear 
pore  fpecious  or  enormous  than  it  deferved.  I  never 
thought  my  profeflion  fliould  either  neceflitate  a  man 
to  ufe  his  eloquence  by  extenuations,  or  aggravations, 
to  make  any  thing  worfe  or  better  than  it  deferves, 
pir  could  juftify  a  man  in  it :  to  proftitute  my  elocu- 
tion or  rhetoric  in  fuch  a  way,  {  ever  held  to  be  moft 
bafely  mercenary,  and  that  it  was  below  the  worth  of 
a  man,  much  more  of  a  Chriftian,  fo  to  do.  When 
the  cafe  was  good,  and  fully  fo  appes^red  to  me,  I 
thought  then  was  that  feafon,  that  the  ufe  of  that 
ability  was  my  duty,  and  that  it  was  given  me  for 
fuch  a  time  as  that,  and  I  fpared  not  the  beft  of  my 
ability  in  fuch  a  feafon  ;  and  in4eed  elocution  or  rhe- 
toric is  a  dead  and  infipid  piece,  unlefs  it  come  from, 
and  with  a  heart  full  of  the  fenfe  and  convidion  pf 
what  the  tongue  expreffeth,  and  then,  and  not  till 
^hen,  elocution  hath  its  life  and  energy.  I  efteemed 
Ibefe  cafes  beft:  defefrving  my  elocijtion  j  aiid  in  thefe 

I  AcU  xiL  '  carnestncst. 
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I  -was  warm  and  earneft  ;  the  fetting  forth  of  thy 
glory;  the  afferting  of  thy  Truth  ;  the  deteftion  and- 
conviftion  of  errors ;  the  clearing  of  the  innocent ; 
the  aggravating  of  fins,  oppreffions  and  deceits:  and- 
though  I  was  careful  that  I  did  not  exceed  the  bounds^ 
of  truth,  or  due  moderation,  yet  I  ever  thought  that 
thefe  were  the  feafon^  for  which  that  talent  was  given  • 
me,  and  accordingly  I  employed  it. 

14:.  Toucbi' g  my  liODY  and  BODILY  endowments  cf 

HEAL  I  H,  STRENGTH  ^2^  BEAUTY, 

J,  In  general :  I  looked  upon  my  Body  but  as  an. 
lAflrument,  the  zehiculum  ammce  i,  and  not  fo  much 
given  for  its  own  fake,  as  to  be  an  engine  for  the  ex* 
§rcifeof  my  foul,  and  a  cottage,  wherein  it  might  in-; 
habit  and  perfeft  itfelf ;  and  upon  that  reafon  I  was 
very  careful  to  keep  it  ufeful  for  tha,t  end ;  and  that  ast 
oa  the  one  fide,  by  over-much  feverity  or  tyranny  over 
it,  I  might  not  tire  it ;  fo  on  the  other  fide,  by  over-f 
much  pampering  or  pleafmg  it,  might  not  make  it  un-5 
ruly  and  mafterlefs,  though  I  held  the  Jatter  far  more, 
dangerous :  For, 

2.  I  confidcred  and  found  that  my  body  was  the 
harbour  of  the  moft  dangerous  temptations,  and  the 
receptacle  of  the  moft  dangerous  enemies  to  my  fpul* 
The  greateft,  and  moft  intimate,  and  moft  afliduous 
temptations,  for  the  moft  part  made  their  applications 
to  my  body,  and  held  correfpondence  with  the  lufts. 
jnd  inclinations  df  my  flefn  and  blood ;  the  wine, 
when  it  gave  its  colour  Jn  the  cup,  and  the  pleafant- 
nefs  of  it,  variety  and  curiofity  of  meats,  beautiful  and 
^eftily  allurements,  coftly  and  exceiTive  apparel,  pre-: 
cedence  and  honour,  wealth  and  power,  the  purveyor 
of  all  provifions  convenient  for  the  fufficing  of  fle&ly 
'defires,  opportunities  of  revenging,  fenfe  of  injuries,- 
cafe,  idlenefs  and  delicacy  ;  thefe  and  a  thoufand  more 
made  their  applications  and  addreffes  to  my  fenfual  and 
corporal  appetite  ;  the  motions  of  my  blood,  the  con-i 

*  vcliicle  of  the  soul. 
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ftitutibn  01*  complexion  of  my  body,  the  lufts  and  de- 
tires  of  my  flefhj  or  rather  this  luft  reached  and  hunted: 
ifter  them,  whereby  my  body,  which  was  given  to  be 
Inftrumental  and  fubfervient  unto  my  foul,  was  ready 
Rill  to  cstft  off  the  yoke,  and  fet  up  for  itfelf,  and  pro- 
ftitute  that  noble  part  to  be  a  fervant,  a  bawd  unto  it, 
and  bring  her  to  that  fervitude  and  vaffalage,  that  all  her 
wit,  (kill,  aftivity,   and  power,  was  wholly  taken  up 
in  contriving  and  making  provifions  for  the  flefh.    I  • 
found  that  the  fenfual  and  beaftly  part,  was  ready  ftill' 
to  thruft  the  heavenly  and  intelleftual  part  out  of  her 
throne,  and  to  ufurp  it,  and  to  invert  the  very  order ' 
of  nature  itfelf ;    fo  that  both  the  parts  of  my  com-' 
pofition  were  difordered,  and  out  of  their  place,  and' 
Idft  their  ufe.  My  body,  which  was  given  to  ferve  and 
obey,  became  the  emprefs,  and  commanded  and  cor-, 
itipted  my  foul,   embafed  and  enflaved  it  to  luft  and 
diforder;  and  my  foul,  which  was  given  to  rule,  became. 
"but  the  niinifter  and  flave  of  my,  body,  and  was  tainted 
and  emafculated  by  the  empire  and  dominion  of  my. 
body,  and   the  lufts  and  ftcams  of  concupifcence  that  • 
did  arife  from  it ;  and  I  confidered  that  if  the  bufinefs 
tiras  thus  carried,  my  happinel's  was  only  in  this  life. 
When  ficknefs,  or  difeafes,  or  death  fliould  feize  upon . 
ipy  body,  I  had  an  immortal  foul,  that  had  loft  her, 
tijne  wholly  in  this  world ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  was; 
embafed  and  putrified  by  thefe  noifome  lufts  ;  ?Lnd  that 
t-he  very  contagion  of  my  body  was  incorporated  and 
diifufed  through  my  foul,  and  could  carry  nodiing  with 
her  but  immortality  and  difappointment,  and  defile- . 
'  ment,  and  confequently  could  expect,  to  all  eteriyty, 
nothing  but  vexation  and  diffatisfaclion,  and  everlafting 
confufion.     Upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  I  refolved- 
and  pradifed  feverity  over  this  unruly  beaft,  brought, 
my  body  into  fubjeftion,  refufed  to  gratify  her  intem- 
perate defires,  denied  them,  kept  them  in  awe  and  under 
difcipline  ;  and  becaufe  I  found  that   my  flefhly  lufts: 
grew  petuhut,  imperious  and  unruly,  by  variety^  cu-- 
iiofity  and  plenty  of  meats,  drinks^  and  ^  hy  *  egje  and; 
%     '  idlenefe. 
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idlenefs,  I  fubdiicd  them  by  moderate  diet  and  temped 
tence,  by  hard  labour  and  diligence,  till  I  had  reduced 
my  body  to  that  ftate  and  order  that  became  it,  that  it 
might  be  in  fubjeSion,  and  not  in  dominion ;  might 
ferve  and  not  rule*  I  denied  fatisfadion  to  an  intem- 
perate appetite,  a  wanton  eye,  a  vain  wifh,  a  worldly 
defire.  My  table  was  fparing  to  myfelf,  my  cloaths 
plain,  my  retinue  and  attendance  but  neceffary.  I 
chafed  away  my  luft,  with  the  contemplations  of  the 
prefence  of  God,  the  end  of  Chrift*s  fufFerings,  the' 
certainty,  yet  uncertainty  of  death ;  the  ftate  after 
death ;  and  mingled  all  my  enjoyments  and  defire^ 
with  thefe  ferious  and  cleanling  confiderations  ;  and  t 
peremptorily  refufed  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  an  im- 
portunate, inordinate,  fenfual  appetite;  and  did  refo» 
lutely  let  them  know,  they  fhould  not,  might  not  €X«^ 
ped  any  better  dealing  from  me,  and  my  pradicef  wa»^ 
accordingly. 

3.  I  found  by  evident  experience,  that  it  is  the  great- 
fell  (ifficulty  that  can  be,  for  a  man  in  a  good  condition: 
to  give  himfelf  leave  to  think  it  may  be  otherwife. 
There  is  a  vanity  that  accompanies  Healthy  that  we  can 
fcarce  perfua  ie  ourfelves  that  we  fliall  ever  be  fick  »' 
die:  We  cannot  put  on  another  eftimate  of  our  conditiOii 
than  we  do  at  prefent  enjoy,  efpeciaity  if  it  bepleafia^ 
and  delightful.  To  wean  myfelf  from  this  impotency 
of  minci,  although  it  hath  pleafeJ  thee  to  give  me  a 
ftrong  and  healthy  conftitution,  yet  1  often  put  my- 
felf into  the  imagination  and  fuppofidon  of  ficfcnefi^ 
thoughts  of  my  mortality,  abftrafted  myfelf  froni  my 

Erefent  condition  of  life  and  health,  and  pre-2(ppre- 
ended  ficknefs,  difeafes,  old  age,  infirmity  and  death ; 
and  by  this  means  broke  and  fcattered  my  confidence' 
of  long  life,  continued  health,  and  took  up  thoughts 
becoming  a  fick,  infirm,  or  dying  man :  confidered 
how  my  accounts  ftood,  if  God  fhould  pleafe  to  call 
me  away,  how  I  could  alienate  my  mind  from  thet 
world ;  what  patience  I  had  to  bear  pain  stod  wedc- 
aefs,  and  ficknefs,   in  my  moft  entire  and  firmeft 
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[lealth.  It  was  m^  care  fo  to  order  my  life  and  a£Kons, 
as  if  the  next  hour  might  defpoil  me  of  my  life  and 
health  too ;  I  did  not,  durft  not  allow  rayfelf  in  any 
confiderate  pradice  of  any  known  fm,  in  pirocrafti- 
oatioti  of  my  repentance,  in  a  toleration  of  paffions, 
upon  a  fuppofition  of  a  continuance  of  life,  or  of  an 
uufhaken  health  ;  but  ftill  caft  with  myfelf,  would  I 
do  thus,  were  the  firmnefs  of  my  health,  or  the  thread 
of  my  life  to  be  broken  off  the  next  hour ;  my  firm  ajid 
ftrong  conftitution  made  me  neither .  proud  nor  pre- 
fumptuous,  but  the  frequent  interpofitions  of  the 
djoughts  of  my  change  kept  me  humble  and  watchful. 
.  4.  In  reference  to  my  health,  I  always  avoided  thefe 
two  extremes.  I  never  made  it  my  idol,  I  declined 
not  the  due  employment  of  my  body  in  the  works  of 
charity  or  neceflity,  or  my  ordinary  calling,  out  of  a 
Vaift  fear  of  injuring  my  health;  for  I  reckoned  my 
health  given  me  in  order  to  thefe  employments ;  and 
38  he  is  over  curious  that  will  not  put  on  his  cloaths 
Fc^*  fear  of  wearing  them  out,  or  ufe  his  ax  in  his  pro* 
per  employment,  for  fear  of  hurting  it ;  fo  he  gives 
but  an  ill  account  of  a  healthy  body,  that  durft  not 
employ  it  in  an  employment  proper  tor  him,  for  fear 
Off  hurting  his  health.  2.  I  was  never  vainly  prodigal 
9f  it,  but  careful  in  a  due  manner  to  preferve  it ;  I  would 
decline  places  of  infeftion,  if  I  had  no  necel&ry  calling 
that  brought  me  to  them ;  unneceffary  joumies,  ex- 
pofing  my  body  gratis  to  unneceflary  dangers,  efpe* 
daily  intemperance  in  eating  and  drinking. 

,5.  lefteemed  Strength  2inA  Beauty y  and  comelinefe 
off  body  thy  bleffing,  an  invitation  to  thankfuhiefs ; 
I  efteemed  it  to  carry  with  it  a  fecret  admonition  to  bear 
a. proportionable  mind  and  life,  to  a  comely  or  beautiful 
body ;  and  I  looked  upon  a  beautiful  countenance,  as 
a  juft  reprehenfion  of  a  deformed  or  ugly  life  or  dif- 
^fition ;  but  I  never  found  in  it  matter  of  pride  or 
?ain-glory.  l.  Becaufe  it  is  thy  gift,  and  not  my  own 
Kquifition.  3.  Becaufe  a  fmall  matter  quite  fpoils  it ;  .a 
GlU»  oradifeafe  fpoils  the  greateft  Arength;   ahu. 
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mour  in  the  face,  a  rheum  in  the  eye,  a  palfy,  or  tJi6 
•fmall-p ox,  ruins  the  greateft  beauty ;  or  if  none  of 
thefe  happen,  yet  either  old  age,  or  death,  turns  all  in- 
to weakhefs,  deformity,  or  rottennefs.  I  learn  there- 
fore in  the  enjoyments  of  thefe  bleffings.,  to  enjoy  them 
with  humility  and  thankfulnefs ;  in  the  lofs  of'  them, 
to  lofe  them  with  patience  and  contentcdnefs  ;  for  t 
-acknowledge. thy  hand  both  in  the  gift  and  in*thi 
•lofs.  I  looked  upon  them  as  flowers  of  the  fprmg, 
•pleafing  to  the  eye,  but  of  Ihort  continuance ;  the 
•cafualty  of  an  unruly  wind,  an  unfeafonable  froft,  a 
•worm  or  fly  might  intercept  their  natural'  courfe'  of 
"continuance  ;  but  they  that  efcaped  bed,  an  autumn 
.or  winter  will  infallibly  overtake  and  deftroy  theih. 

15.  Concerning  my  wealth  and  temporal  fubftftence. 

1.  I  efteemed  thefe  acquifitions  rather  the  effeSs 
of  thy  providence  and  bleffing,  than  of  my  power  or 
induftry  ;  for  if  inftrumentally  my  induftry  acquired 
them,  yet  that  very  induftry  is  thy  gift  ;  it  is  thou  that 
giveft  me  power  to  get  wealth.  Again,  2.  Though 
my  induftry  and  dexterity  to  get  wealth,  were  never 
fo  great,  yet  a  fmall  interpofidon  either  of  thy  provi- 
dence or  permiffion  might  foon  difappoint  and  fruftrate 
.all  that  dexterity  or  induftry  :  a  thief,  or  a  ftorm,  or  a 
fire,  or  a  leak,  or  the  difcompofure  of  the  times,  or  a 
•prodigal  wife  or*  fon,  or  an  unfaithful  fervant,  or  A 
•long  fickneis,  or  a  misfortune  in  others  whom  I  truft» 
or  a  flaw  in  a  title,  or  a  word  mifinterpreted,  or  a 
thoufand  other  emergencies  may  in  a  little  fpace  ruin 
the  produft  of  many  years  labour  and  care.  .  When 
I  have  looked  upon  a  fpider  framing  his  web  with  a 
great  deal  of  curiofity  and  care,  and  after  his  induftry 
of  many  days,  the  maid  with  the  broom,  at  one  brufli^ 
fpoils  all ;  or  when  1  have  feen  a  republic  of  pifmites 
with  great  circumfpedlion  choofmg  the  feat  of  theit 
rcfidence,  and  every  one  carrying  his  egg  and  provi- 
sions to  their  common  ftore-houfe,  and  the  boy  with 
a  ftick  ftirring  it  all  abroad,  or  a  hen  or  partridge  fcafr 
.       :  teriag 
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tenng  it  all  afunder,  fo  that  in  a  little  moment,  all  the 
labour  of  thofe  poor  innocent  creatures  is  difappointed  j 
k  hath  often  put  me  in  mind,  how  eafily  and  fuddenly 
the  colleftion  of  many  years  may  be  diffipated ;  and 
the  experience  of  thefe  latter  times  give  fad  and  plen- 
tiful inftances  of  it.  3.  But  if  none  of  all  thefe  vifii 
ble  emergencies  happen,  yet  it  is  mod  plain,  thai 
without  thy  fecret  bleffing  upon  honeft  and  coiii- 
meadable  induftry,  it  proves  unfuccefsful  to  that  end. 
I  have  known,  in  my  own  obfervations,  oftentimes  two 
men  ^uailly  induftrious,  fober,  watchful  of  opportuni^ 
ties,  fpaifag,  yet  one  gets  up  in  the  world,  the  othei* 
goes  backwards  ;  and  neither  they  nor  I  could  poflibly 
attribute  it  to  any  other  caufe  but  this,  thou  didft 
btefs  the  labour  of  the  one,  and  blow  upon  the  labour 
of  the  other.  And  upon  all  thefe  confiderations  1 
learned  in  the  midft  of  all  my  affluence,  not  to  facri- 
lice  to  my  ovn\  net,  nor  to  fay  in  my  heart.  My 
might,  and  the  power  of  my  hands  have  gotten  vnt 
this  wealth  ;  but  I  did  remember  the  Lord  my  God, 
for  it  is  he  that  gave  me  power  to  get  wealth  ^' 

2. 'I  did  not  meafure  thy  favour. to  me,  or  the 
^oodnefs  or  fafety  of  my  o^x^n  condition  by  my  wealth 
and  plenty ;  for  I  found  that  thofe  externals  were 
either  indifferently  difpenfed  to  the  good  and  bad,  or 
if  there  were  any  odds,  the  advantage  of  externals 
feemed  to  be  to  thofe,  whofe  portion  we  might  pro- 
bably conjefture  was  only  in  this  life.  My  wealth 
and  plenty  therefore  rather  made  me  the  more  jealous 
of  my  condition,  than  fecure  in  it :  It  made  me  fearch' 
and  examine  my  condition  the  more  ftriftly  and  care-^ 
fully,  and  when  upon  the  refult,  I  found  my  fincerity 
aiid  uprightnefs  of  heart,  though  I  with  all  thankful- 
nefs  acknowledge  thy  goodnefs  in  giving  me  exter- 
nals, yet  I  often  begged  of  Thee  that  my  portion  might* 
not  be  in  this  life  only  ;  that  as  thou  gaveft  me  wealth, 
fo  thou  wouldft  give  and  increafe  thy  grace  in  my 
heart,  that  though  I  could  wifh  the  continuance  of 
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any  external  advantages  as  an  opportunity  to'do  fhc 
rtiore  good,  yet  if  it  were  inconfiftent  with  my  ever- 
lafting  intereft,  my  great  expeftation  in  the  life  to 
come.  I  fliould  choofe  to  be  without  the  former,  rather 
than  lofe  the  latter ;  and  I  made  it  my  choice  rather  to 
be  poor  here,  and  rich  in  the  life  to  come,  than  to  be 
rich  here,  and  loft  in  the  life  to  come. 

3.  And  upon  the  fame  confideration,  I  judged  my- 
felf  never  the  better  man,  nor  the  better  Chriftian, 
for  having  much  of  thefe  worldly  advantages.  I  looked 
upon  them  as  external  and  adventitious  advantages, 
that  had  no  ingredience  at  all  into  my  foul,  unlefs 
poiTibly  for  the  worfe.  I  found  a  man  might  be  rich^ 
or  honourable,  in  refpeft  of  his  birth  or  place,  and 
yet  a  fool,  a  glutton,  luxurious,  vain,  imperious,  co- 
vetous, proud,  and  in  all  probability  the  more  ob- 
noxious to  thefe  diftempers  by  his  wealth  or  great- 
nefe :  on  the  other  fide,  a  man  might  be  poor,  and 
wife,  and  learned,  fober,  humble ;  and  poffibly  his 
poverty  might,  in  reference  to  thefe  virtuous  habits, 
be  an  advantage.  My  riches  and  honour  therefore 
never  made  me  fet  one  grain  of  value  the  more  upon 
myfelf,  than  if  I  had  been  without  them.  I  efteemed 
it  as  an  inftrument,  that  being  put  into  a  wife,  pru- 
dent, faithful,  and  liberal  hand,  might  be  of  ufe  ;  but 
gave  no  more  value  to  that  inherent  worth  of  the 
Ulan,  than  the  ax  or  the  faw  gives  skill  to  the  car- 
penter. 

4.  I  efteemed  all  the  wealth  and  honour  that  I  had, 
but  intrufted  to  me  by  the  Great  Mafter  of  the  World ; 
a  talent  which  thou  committedft  to  me  as  thy  Steward, 
and  upon  account ;  and  this  confideration  caufed 
me  to  judge  and  efteem  of  my  wealth,  and  difpenfe. 
the  same,  quite  in  another  way  than  is  ordinarily 
idone. 

I.  I  did  not  efteem  myfelf  the  richer  at  all  for  my 
multitude  of  riches ;  I  efteemed  no  more  given  me. 
than  what  was  in  a  reafonable  manner  proportionable 
to  my  necefiities,  to  my  charge  and  dependance,  and 
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U)  the  ftation  I  had  in  the  world ;  all  the  reft  I  looked 
upon,  as  none  of  mine,  but  my  Mafter*s ;  it  was  rather 
pay  burthen  than  my  poffeffion ;  the  more  I  had»  the 
BQ^ore  was  my  care,  and  the  greater,  the  charge  that  I 
bad  under  my  hands,  and  the  more  was  my  folici-* 
tude  to  be  a  faithful  Steward  of  it,  to  the  honour  and 
yfe  of  my  Matter;  but  my  part  was  the  leaft  that 
Vas  in  it :  indeed  I  rejoiced  in  this,  that  my  Mailer 
efte;emed  me  wife  and  faithful,  committing  th.e  difpen- 
$ttion  thereof  to  my  truft ;  but  I  thought  it  no  more 
mine,  than  the  lord's  baily,  or  the  merchant's  cafh- 
keeper,  tlnfiks  his  mafter*s  rents  or  money  his, 

2.  And  therefore  thought  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
my  truft  to  confume  or  embezzle  that  wealth  in  excef- 
five  fuperfluities  of  meat,  drink,  or  apparel,  or  in  ad- 
vancing myfelf  or  my  pofterity  to  a  maffy  or  huge 
acqueft. 

3.  But  1  fupplied.  that  overplus  in  fupport  of  the 
miniftry,  in  relief  of  the  poor,  in  redemption  of  cap-* 
fives,  in  placing  children  to  fchool  and  apprentice,  in 
fetting  the  poor  on  work ;  and,  with  fubmiffion  to  thy 
wifdom,  I  thought  that  this  latter  was  an  equal,  if 
xjot  a  greater  charity,  than  the  encouragement  of  idle 
or  diflblute  perfons  by  liberal  fupplies  :  becaafe  it  kept 
them  in  their  way  that  wifdom  and  providence  hath 
defigned  for  the  children  of  men. 

4.  And  in  thofe  employments  of  men  in  their  la- 
bours I  ftill  held  this  courfe  :  1 .  To  allow  them  com* 
petent  wages.  2.  That  the  greateft  expence  Ihould 
be  rather  in  the  labour  than  in  the  materials.  3.  That 
the  nature  of  the  work  Ihould  be  fuch  as  might  bring 
in  a  return  of  profit,  rather  than  of  curiofity:  Be- 
caufe  the  proceed  might  be  a  ftock  for  farther  chanty 
or  public  advantage.  But  rather  than  the  poor  fiiould 
want  employment  and  fubfiftence,  I  thought  it  allow- 
able to  employ  them  in  fuch  labours  as  might  yield 
them  a  lawful  profit,  though  it  yielded  me  only  a 
lawful  contentment ;  as  in  building,  planting,  and  the 
like  honeft,  though  not  altogether  profitable  employ- 
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m^ts ;  in  all  which  my  principal  defigft  t^  the  flifr- 
pqrt  of  others,  and  my  own  contentment  was  only  a 
concomitant  of  it ;  and  I  thoitght  fuch  an  unprofitabte^ 
Contentment  lawfully  acquired,  when  it  was  attairtetf 
!$y  the  honeft  labour  and  convenient  profit  of  thofe* 
tnat  i  employed.  5.  And  by  this  confideratiori,  I  Ictot 
my  heart  from  making  my  wealth,  either  my  toim* 
dence  or  my  treafures ;  I  kept  a  loofe  afieftion  W-* 
wards  it ;  ir  I  had  it,  I  efteemed  it  as  thy  cDspofiincMi 
jtti  increafe  of  my  account  and  care ;  if  I  loft  it  witih- 
out  my  own  folly  and  feult>  I  looked  \xpon  that'  lofr 
as  a  difcharge  of  fo  much  of  my  accounts  and  chafge  j* 
I*  had  the  lefs  to  anfwer  for. 

5.  I  efteemed  my  wealth,  1.  As  uncertain  to  con- 
tinue with  me ;  for  it  hath  its  wmgs,  arid  might  take^ 
its  flight,  when  I  little  thought  of  it.  2.  As  tifrttf 
which  I  muft  leave  when  I  die.  .  3.  As  not  ufefiil  aftar 
death  for  any  purpofe  whatfoever  unto  me.  4.  As 
that  which  makes  me  obnoxious  to  envy  and  nrpxne^' 
while  I  live.  5.  As  unufeful  at  all,  but  when  it  iff 
going  away,  viz  in  the  expence  of  it  i.  6.  As  a  gfeat 
temptation  to  pride,  vanity,  infolence  and  hixtriy; 
And  upon  all  thefe,  and  many  more  confideratioxis',  f 
ever  thought  it  too  low  to  fet  my  heart  upon  it j  •  and? 
too  weak  to  place  my  confidence  in  it.  When  rfraxJ 
it,  therefore,  I  received  it  thankfully,  ufed  it  foberfy* 
and  faithfully  ;  when  I  loft  it,  I  loft  it  patiently  aiid. 
contentedly. 

2.  Inafmuch  as  rify  wealth,  in  ffecie^  muft  be  left 
when  I  die,  and  I  could  not  poflibly  carry  that  lug^ 
gage  into  the  other  world,  and  if  I  could,  it  would 
not  be  of  ufe  there,  I  endeavoured  fo  to  order  and: 
huft)and  it,^  that  I  might  receive  it,  though  not  in 
kind,  yet  by  way  of  exchange  after  death  ^ ;  and  be.  ' 
caufe  I  found  in  thy  word,  *  That  he  that  giveth  W 

*  the  poor,   lendeth  to  the  Lord  ^,'  and,  *  He  that 

*  giveth  to  a  prophet  but  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  •  thef 

>  in  the  spending  of  it.  '  LuL  xii.  33.  Matth.  vi.  20. 1  Tim.  vi.  18»  19*' 
f  Pfov.  xix.  17*         '     ' 
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*,iianie  of  a  prophet,  fliould  receive  a  prophet's  i:e- 

/  wrard^  j*   J   have  taken  that  courfe  fo  to  difpofe 

thi^  unrighteous  mammon  here,  that  I  might  make 

'  the  God  of  Heaven  my  debtor,  not  by  merit,  but  bv 

.prAmifc ;  and  fo  I  have  made  over  that  great;  wealtn 

that  thou  didft  fend  me,  unto  the  other  world ;  and 

))l^flred  be  thy  condefcenfion  to  thy  creatures,   that 

.  when  thou  makeft  us  thy  debtors  and  accountants  ia 

<this  world,  by  thy  talent  of  all  kinds  that  thou  de- 

Hvjereft  us,  thou  art  pleafed,  upon  the  performance 

.  of  our  -duty  in  that  truft,  to  make  thyfelf  a  debtor 

.to    thy  creature,    by   a    prpmife    of  an  everlafting 

reward. 

16.  Touching  my  eminence  ^  place  or  power  in  ibis 

worlds  this  is  my  account. 

1 .  I  never  fought  or  defired  it,  and  that  upon  thefe 
reafons :  1 .  Becaufe  I  eafily  faw  that  it  was  rather  a 
burthen  than  a  privilege ;  it  made  my  charge,  and 
my  accounts  the  greater,  my  contentment  and  reft 
the  lefs ;  I  found  enough  in  it  to  make  me  decline  It 
in  refpefl:  of  myfelf,  but  not  any  thing  that  could  in- 
vite me  to  feek  or  defire  it.  2.  That  external  glory 
and  fplendor  that  attended  it,  I  efteemed  as  vain  ana 
frivolous  in  itfelf,  a  bait  to  allure  vain  and  inconfider- 
ate  perfons  to  affefl:  and  delight  2,  not  valuable  enough 
to  invite  a  confiderate  judgment  to  defire  or  under- 
take it.  I  efteemed  them  as  the  gilt  that  covers  a 
bitter  pill,  and  I  looked  through  this  drefs  and  out- 
■  fide,  and  eafily  faw  that  it  covered  a  ftate  obnoxious 
to  danger,  folicitude,  care,  trouble,  envy,  difcontent, 
unquietnefs,  temptation  and  vexation.  I  efteemed  it 
a  condition  which,  if  there  were  any  diftemper  abroad, 
they  would  infallibly  be  hunting  and  pufhing  at  it ; 
and  if  it  found  any  corruptions  within,  either  of  pride, 
vain-glory,  infolence,  vindi£Uvenefs,  or  the  like,  it 
would  be  fure  to  draw  them  out  and  fet  them  to  work j 
which  if  they  prevailed,  it  made  my  power  and  great*. 

*  Matth.  X.  41.  *  to  desire  and  delight  in. 
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nefs  not  only  niy  burthen,  but  my  fin;  and  if  they 
prevailed  not,  yet  it  required  a  moft  watchful,  affidu- 
ous,  and  fevere  vigilant  Uboiir  and  induftry  to  fup- 
prefs  them. 

2.  When  I  undertook  any  place  of  power  or  eifti- 
nence,  firft  I  looked  to  my  call  thereunto,  to  be  fuch 
as  I  might  difcern  to  be  thy  call,  not  my  own  ambition. 
2.  That  the  place  were  fuch  as  might  be  anfwered  by 
fuitable  abilities  in  fome  meafure  to  perform.  3.  That 
liiy  end  in  it  might  not  be  the  fatisfa£kion  of  any  pride, 
ambition  or  vanity  in  myfelf,  but  to  ferve  thy  provi^ 
dence  and  my  generation  honeftly  and  faithfully.  In 
all  which,  my  undertaking  was  not  jui  aft  of  my  choice^ 
but  of  my  duty. 

S.  In  the  holding  or  cxerciftng  of  thefe  places,  I 
kept  my  heart  humble,  I  valued  not  myfelf  one  ru(h 
the  more  for  it ;  1 .  Becaufe  I  eafily  found  that  that 
bafe  affe£don  of  pride,  which  commonly  is  the  fly  that 
haunts  fuch  employments,  would  render  me  difhonbw- 
able  to  thy  Majefty,  and  diiferviceable  in  the  employ- 
ment. 2.  Becaule  I  eafily  faw  great  places  were 
ilippery  places,  the  mark  of  envy.  It  was  therefore 
always  my  care  fo  to  behave  myfelf  in  it ;  as  I  might 
be  in  a  capacity  to  leave  it ;  and  fo  to  leave  it, 
as  that  when  I  had  left  it,  I  might  have  no  fears 
and  blemifhes  flick  upon  me.  I  carried  therefore  the 
fame  evennefs  of  temper  in  holding  it,  as  might  be- 
^  come  me  if  I  were  without  it.  3. 1  found  enough  in  great 
..employments,  to  make  me  fenfible  of  the  danger, 
troubles,  and  cares  of  it ;  enough  to  make  me 
humble,  but  not  enough  to  make  me  proud  and 
j    haughty. 

4.  I  never  made  ufe  of  my  power  or  greatnefs  ta 
ler  e  piy  own  turns,  either  to  heap  up  riches,  or  to 
opprefs  my  neighbour,  or  to  revenge  injuries,  or  to 
uphold  or  bolfter  out  injuflice;  for  though  others 
^  thought  me  great,  I  knew  myfelf  to  be  flill  the  fame, 
and  in  all  things,  befide§  the  due  execution  of  my  place, 
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my  deportment  was  juft  the  fame,  as  if  I  had  been  no 
fuch  man ;  for  firft,  I  knew  that  I  was  but  thy  fteward 
and  minifter,  and  placed  there  to  ferve  thee  and  thofe 
ends  which  thou  propofedft  in  my  preferment,  and 
not  to  ferve  myfelf,  much  lefs  my  paffions  or  corrup- 
tions.  And  further,  I  very  well  and  pradlically  knew, 
that  place,  and  honour,  and  preferment,  are  things 
extrinfical,  and  have  no  ingredience  ^  into  the  man  : 
his  value  and  eftimate  before,  and  under,  and  after 
his  greatnefs,  is  ftill  the  fame  in  itfelf,  as  the  coun- 
ter mat  now  ftands  for  a  penny,  anon  for  fix  pence, 
anon  for  twelve  pence,  is  ftill  the  fame  counter,  though 
its  place  and  extrinfical  denomination  be  changed. 

5.  I  improved  the  opportunity  of  my  place,  emi- 
nence, and  greatnefs  to  ferve  thee  and  my  country  in 
it,  with  all  vigilance,  diligence,  and  fidelity ;  I  protedt-* 
ed,  countenanced,  and  encouraged  thy  worfliip,  name, 
day,  people ;  I  did  faithfully  execute  juftice  according 
to  that  ftation  I  had,  I  refcuedthe  oppreffed  from  the 
cruelty,  malice,  and  infolence  of  their  oppreffors ;  I 
cleared  the  innocent  from  unjuft  calumnies  and  re- 
proaches ;  I  was  inftrumental  to  place  thofe  in  offices, 
places,  and  employments  of  truft  and  confequence,  that 
were  honeft  and  faithful ;  I  removed  thofe  that  were 
difhoneft,  irreligious,  falfo,  or  unjuft ;  I  did  difcounte- 
nance,  and  as  they  juftly  fell  under  the  verge  of  the 
law,  I  punifhed  profane,  turbulent,  atheiftical,  licenri- 
ous  perfons.  My  greatnefs  was  a  fhelter  to  virtue  and 
goodnefs,  and  a  terror  to  vice  and  irreligion ;  I  inter- 
pofed  to  cool  the  ferocity  and  violence  of  others  againft 
good  men,  upon  miftake  or  flight  and  inconfiderable 
differences :  in  fum,  I  fo  ufed  my  place  and  greatnefs, 
and  fo  carried  myfelf  in  all  things,  as  if  all  the  while  T 
had  feen  Thee,  the  great  Mafter  of  all  the  femili^s  in 
heaven  and  earth  ftanding  by  me.  I  often  c6Ydrulted 
my  inftruftions,  by  Thy  written  Word,  and  the  impar- 
tial cuifwers  of  my  confcience,  and  I  ftridly  purfued  it  \ 
and  when  1  found  myfelf  at  any  rime  at  a  lofs,  by  rea- 

'  form  na  essentialiDgredient  in  the  compoiitiou  of  (he  man, 
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jfon  of  the  difficulty  and  perplexity  of  emergencies,  I 
did  in  an  efpecial  manner  apply  myfelf  unto  Thee  for 
advice  and  direction. 

17.  Touching  my  reputation  ^«i  credit. 

.  1 . 1  never  aflfefted  the  reputation  of  being  rich,  great^ 
crslfty,  politic  ;.  but  I  efteemed  much  a  deferved  repu- 
tation of  juiiice,  honefty,  integrity,  virtue,  and  piety, 

2.  I  never  thought  that  reputation  was  the  thing 
primarily  to  be  looked  after  in  the  exercife  of  virtue  ) 
for  that  were  to  afFefl:  the  fubftance  for  the  fake  of 
the  fliadow,  which  had  been  a  kind  of  levity  and  im- 
potence of  mind :  but  I  looked  at  virtue,  and  th^ 
worth  of  it,  as  that  which  was  the  firft  defirable,  and 
reputation  as  a  handfomc  and  ufeful  acceffion  to  it- 

3.  The  reputation  ofjuftice  and  honefty  I  was  al- 
ways cai'eful  to  keep  untainted,  upon  thef(^  grounds  i 
1 .  Becaufe  a  blemifli  in  my  reputation  would  be  dif- 
honourable  to  Thee,  2.  It  would  be  an  abufe  of  sjt 
talent  which  Thou  hadft  committed  to  me.  S.  \% 
would  be  a  weakning  of  an  inftrumcnt  which  Thou 
hadft  put  into  my  hands,  upon  the  ftrength  whereof 
much  good  might  be  done  by  me, 

.4.  I  found  both  in  myfelf  and  others,  a  good  reputa- 
tion had  thefe  two  great  advantages  in  it ;  1 .  In  refpe£t 
of  the  party  that  had  it,  it  was  a  handfome  incentive  t# 
virtue,  and  did  ftrengthen  the  vigilance  and  care  of 
them  that  had  it  to  preferve  it.  There  is  a  certain  ho- 
jieft  worth  and  delight  in  it,  that  adds  fomewhat  to  the 
care  and  jealoufy  of  good  minds  not  raftily  to  lofe  it. 
The  value  and  worth  of  virtue,  though  it  far  exceedg 
the  value  of  that  reputation  that  arifeth  from  it,  yet 
it  i?  more  Platonic  and  fpiritual,  and  hath  not  always 
that  impreffion  upon  us,  as  the  fenfe  of  our  reputatioa 
hath ;  and  I  always  looked  upon  it  as  no  fmall  evi- 
dence of  thy  wifdom  in  governing  men,  in  adding  a 
kind  of  external  fplendor  and  glory  to  goodnefs  an4 
virtue,  which  might  be,  and  is  a  means  to  prefervp 
the  Qther^  a^  the  Ihell  or  hufk  to  preferve  a  kemeU 

2.  In 
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S.  In  refpeS:  of  others,  becaufe  it  is  both  an  allure- 
jment  to  the  practice  of  that  virtue  which  attends,  and 
jilfo  gives  a  man  a  fairer  opportunity,  andftrength  to 
exercife  any  worthy  and  good  aftions  for  the  good  of 
others.  A  man  or  a  deferved  reputation,  hath  often- 
times an  opportunity  to  do  that  good  which  another 
wants,  and  may  praftife  it  with  more  fecurity  and 
fuccefs^ 

5.  Thefe  temptations  I  always  found  attending  a  fair 
Tiputation^  and  I  ftill  watched  and  declined  them  as 
pefts  and  cankers.  1 .  Pride  and  vain-glory  ;  I  efteem- 
ed  this  as  that  which  would  fpoil  and  deface,  not  only 
my  foul,  but  even  that  very  reputation  which  I  had 
acquired.  There  is  nothing  fooner  undoes  reputation, 
than  the  pride  and  vain-glory  that  a  man  takes  in  it. 
2.  Idlenefs  and  remiffnefs,  when  a  man  begins  to  think 
that  he  hath  fuch  a  ftock  thereof,  that  he  may  now  fit 
ftill,  and  with  the  rich  man  in  the  Gofpel,  pleafe  him- 
felf  that  he  hath  enough  laid  up  for  many  years,  and 
therefore  he  at  once  Itarves  both  his  goodnefs  and 
reputation.  3.  A  daring  to  adventure  upon  fome  very 
ill  aftion,  upon  a  fecret  and  deceitful  confidence  in 
his  reputation,  thinking  now  he  hath  acquired  fuch  a 
ftock  of  reputation,  that  he  may  with  fecrecy,  and 
fafety,  and  fuccefs,  adventure  upon  any  thing,  in  con- 
fidence that  his  reputation  will  bear  him  out.  4.  A 
man  of  great  reputation  {hall  be  fure,  by-  thofe  in 
power,  to  be  put  upon  aftions  that  may  ferve  turn.: 
This  is  the  devil's  flail ;  for  if  he  carry  it  out  upon  the 
ftrength  of  his  reputation,  the  devil  makes  the  very 
refult  of  virtue  and  worth  the  inftrument  of  injuftice 
and  villany ;  but  if  he  mifcarry,  the  devil  hath  got 
his  end  upon  him,  in  that  he  hath  blafted  him,  and. 
wounded  1  hy  honour,  which  fufters  in  his  difreputation. 
5.  A  great  reputation,  and  the  fenfe  of  it,  and  delight 
in  it,  is  apt  to  put  a  man  upon  any  fiiifts,  though  never 
fo  unhandfome  to  fupport  it.  6.  It  makes  a  man  of- 
tentimes over-timorous  in  doing  that  which  is  good  and 
jijft,  leaft  he  fhould  fuffer  in  his  reputation  with  fome 
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party,  whole  concernment  may  lie  in  it.  7.  It  is  apt  to 
rpake  a  man  impatient  of  any  the  leaft  blemifh  that  may- 
be caufelefsly  ca(l  upon  him,  and  to  fink  under  it.  A 
man  of  great  reputation,  and  (who)  fets  his  heart  upon 
it,  is  defperately  fenfible  of  any  thing  that  may  wound 
it.   Therefore, 

6.  Though  I  have  loved  my  reputation,  and  have 
been  vigilant  not  to  lofe  or  impair  it  by  my  own  de- 
fault or  neglefil ;  yet  I  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  brittle 
thing,  a  thing  that  the  devil  aims  to  hit  in  a  fpecial 
manner,  a  thing  that  is  much  in  the  power  of  a  falfe 
report,  a  miftake,  a  mifapprehenfion  to  wound  and 
hurt ;  notwithftanding  all  my  care,  I  am  at  the  mercy 
of  others,  without  God's  wonderful  over-ruling  pro- 
vidence. And  as  my  reputation  is  the  efteem  that 
others,  have  of  me,  fo  that  efteem  maybe  blemilhed 
without  my  default.  I  have  therefore  always  taken 
this  care,  not  to  fet  my  heart  upon  my  reputation.  I 
will  ufe  all  fidelity  and  honefty,  and  take  care  it  fhall 
not  be  loft  by  any  default  of  mine ;  and  if,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  my  reputation  be  foiled  by  evil  or 
envious  men  or  angels,  I  will  patiently  bear  it,  and 
content  myfelf  with  the  fcrcnity  of  my  own  con- 
fcience :  tiic  murus  aheneus  ejlo  ^ 

?•  When  thy  honour,  or  the  good  of  my  country 
was  concerned,  I  then  thought  it  was  a  feafonable  time 
to  lay  out  my  reputation  for  the  advantage  of  either, 
and  to  a£t  it,  and  by  and  upon  it,  to  the  higheft,  in 
the  ufe  of  all  lawful  means  ;  and  upon  fuch  an  occa- 
fion  the  counfel  of  Mordecaixo  llefter  was  my  encou- 
ragement 2.  Who  knoweth  whether  God  hath  given 
thee  this  reputation  and  efteem  for  fuch  a  time  as 
this? 

*  Let  conscience  be  as  a  wall  of  brass^  *  Hester  S. 
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TOUCHING 


HAPPINESS. 


!•  Any  man  that  compares  the  perfeflion  of  the 
human  nature  with  that  of  the  animal  nature^  will  eafily 
find  a  far  greater  excellence  in  the  fdrmw  than  in  the 
latter  :  For,  1 .  I'he  faculties  of  the  former  are  mpne 
fublime  and  noble.  2.  The  very  external  fabric  of 
the  former  much  more  beautiful  and  fuller  of  majefly 
.than  the  latter.  3.  The  latter  feems  to  be  in  a  very 
great  meafure  ordained  in  fubferviency  to  the  former.; 
fome  for  his  food,  fome  for  clothing,  fome  for  ufe  and 
Xervice,  fome  for  delight.  4.  All  the  inferior  animals 
.  jfeem  to  be  placed  under  the  difcipline,.  regiment,  and 
order  of  mankind  ;  fo  that  he  brings  them  all,  or  the 
moft  of  them,  under  his  order  or  fubjeftion. 

2*  It  is  therefore  juft  and  reafonable  for  us  to  think, 
that  if  the  inferior  animals  have  a  kind  oi  felicity  or 
bappine/s  attending  their  being,  and  fuitable  to  it,  that 
much  more  man,  the  nobler  being,  fliould  not  be  defti- 
.  tute  of  any  Happinefs  attending  his  being,  and  fuitable 
to  it, 

3.  But  rather  confequently,  that  man,  being  the 
.  nobler  creature,  fliould  not  only  have  an  Happinefe  as 

well  as  inferior  animals,  but  he  fliould  have  it  placed  ij\ 
fome  more  noble  and  excellent  rank  and  kind  than  that 
wherein  the  brutes  have  their  Happinefs  placed. 

4.  It  is  plain  that  the  inferior  animals  have  a  Happi*' 
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fiejs  or  felicity  proportionate  to  their  nature  and  fabric  ; 
which  as  they  exceedingly  defire,  fo  they  do  in  a  great 
meafure  enjoy ;  ij^mely^  afenG  bje  good,  anfwcring  their 
fenfible  appetite.  Every  thing  "hath  organs  and  inftni- 
ments  anfwering  to  the  ufe  and  convenience  of  their 
feculties ;  organs  for  their  fenfe  and  local  motion,  and 
for  their  feeding,  for  their  generation  of  their  kind  ; 
every  thing  hath  its  peculiar  injiin£lsy  and  connatural 
artifices  and  energies  for  the  exercilJas  of  their  organs 
and  faculties  for  their  prefervation  and  nourifliment : 
Every  thing  hath  a  fupply  of  external  objects  anfwering 
thofe  faculties,  defires,  and  inftinfts ;  meats  proper 
for  their  nourifliment,  places  proper  for  their  repofe ; 
diflference  of  fexes  in  their  feveral  kinds  anfwering 
their  procreative  appetite  :  and  moft  commonly  lu<£ 
a  proport'on  of  health  and  integrity  of  nature,  as  goes 
along  to  that  period  of  time  allotted  for  their  duration ; 
and  in  default  thereof,  they  ai*e,  for  the  moft  part,  iEur- 
nifbed  with  medicines  naturally  provided  for  them, 
which  they  naturally  know  and  ufe,  fo  that  they  fecm 
to  want  nothing  that  is  neceffary  to  the  complement  of 
a  fenfible  felicity.  "^  . 

It  is  true  they  are  in  a  great  meisSyire /ubjecUd  to  the 
<d9minion  of  mankind^  which  is  ibmetimes  over  feverely 
exercifed ;  but  then  they  have  the  benefit  of  fuppli»5 
-from  them,  prote^ion  under  them,  and  if  they  meet 
not  with  mafters  more  unr^afonable  than  thenifelvet, 
thev  find  moderation  from  them.  They  are  alfo  ex» 
fojed  to  rapine  cni  from  another ^  the  weaker  beafis, 
JMrds  and  nflies,  being  commonly  the  prey  of  the 
greater:  but  yet  they  are  commonly  endued  irilh 
tdmblenefe,  art^cee  or  fliifts  to  avoid  their  adverfaries  i. 
But  be  thefe  what  abatements  of  their  fenfible  happl- 
Tirffs  may  be,  yet  they  h^ye  certain  negative  adnmntages 
that  conduce  very  much  to  their  Happinefs,  or  at  leaft 
remove  very  much  of  what  might  abate  it,  aad  thereby 
render  their  fruition  more  free  and  perfeQ:  and  iminter- 
rupted  J  for  inftance,  they  feem  to  have  no  antidpa- 

^  Vid,  Lactant  dc.  Opific.  Dei.  c.  2« 
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tioQis  or  fear  of  death  as  z\  common  evil  it)cid<fnt  to 
Aieir  nature :  they  haje  no  jmdc^tions  of  dangers 
^\  they  hnuiediatdiy  ptefent  themfelves  unto  them  « 
ifhey  have  no  great  fenfe  of  apprehenfions  of  aitji; 
titiilg;  tfetfer  than-  what  at  prefent  they  erijpy :  theji 
sere  n<i!t  under  the  obKgatioB  of  any  kw^  or  under  th« 
&ttfe  of  any  fuch  things  and  confeqitently  the  ^o^^nf^ 
BisS&  of  \t4iat  they  enjoy,  ncrf-  interrupteA  by  the  ftrokes 
of  confoience  under  a  fenfe  of  deviatioQ  from  duly  oy 
guat. 

5*  It  is  therefore  plairi^  that  if  the  bbtHan  nature  hair<s 
MOr  griBafier  or  beiiter  Happihefs  than  "^^  iaaccommo- 
dtoed  oniy  td  a  fenfible  nature,  they  nanre  no  gresfttit 
Happline&than  the  beafts  hare,  which  is-not  reafeilably 
ta.be*  fupfjbfed  Ux  a  nature  fo  iix  exceeding  them» 
•  6.  Farther  yet ;  if  buraai!t  ttathire  weife  not  unktv 
t<xxpsiatf  of  a  greater  Happinefs  tHan)  what  is-  terbait 
iMdA  m  fenfe^  nlankik^d  w^re  m^acb  more  mk^pgjf  th^ 
tb6  ba£^  ahinjlal ;  and  the  m6re  excellent  the  biun^ 
nattire  fe  abtyte  the  beaftsy  nay^  the  more  excelfent  anjf 
one  individual  of  the  human  kind  were  above  another  ) 
^  more  miferabie  he  were,  and  the  more  intapabl^rof 
belD^in  any  meafure  happy  :  For  the  mdre  wife  anfd 
iii^bcfibus  any  man  weref,  the  more  he  mufl:  needs  be 
fiaifMtvf  ieath^  which  fenfe  would  four  all  the  Happi<» 
flefeof  a  fenfible  good;  the  more  fenfibte  he  muft 
needs- be,  riot  only  of  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of 
fenfible  enjoyments,  but  affo  of  their  poomefsj  euiptii 
fiefs,  infuffici^icy,  diffatisfaftorinefe.  ^  It  is  evident  that 
%  fodl  fets  a  greater  rate  upon  a  fenfible  gQod^  than  a 
man  truly  wife  ;  and  confequently,  the  lool  could  be 
<be  only  man  capable  of  Happinefe :  For  it  is  jnoft 
certatin,  riiat  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  efteon 
that  any  man  hath  of  any  good  he  enjoys,  fuch  is  the 
ft»eafure  of  his  Happinefe  in  that  enjoyment,  fince  the 
Happinefs  is  fomewhat  that  is  intrinfical  to  the  fenfe  or 
mind 'that  enjoys  it.  A  thing  really  good,  can  never 
make  that  man  happy,  who  is  under  a  fenfe  of  evil  or 
inconvenience  by  that  enjoyment,  fo  long  as  h«  is  unv 
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der  that  fenfe.  Since  therefore  it  is  prepofterons^and 
unreafc«iable  to  fuppofe  that  man,  the  beft  of  terreftrial 
treatures,  and  wife  men,  the  beft  of  men,  fhould  be  eac- 
duded  from  at  leaft  an  equal  degree  of  Happinefe  with 
^e  beafts  that  perifli ;  and  fmce  it  muft  needs  be,  that 
a  bare  feniible  good  can  never  communicate  to  a  man 
an  eqiSial  degree  of  Happinefs  with  a  beaft,  nor  to  a  wife 
man  an  equal  degree  of  Happinefs  with  a  fool ;  it  i-e- 
tnains,  there  muft  needs,  in  common  reafon,  be  foitie 
other  fubjefl:  wherein  the  Happinefs  of  a  man,  of  a  wife 
man,  muft  confift,  that  it  is  not  barely  fenfible  good. 

7.  AH  the  good  things  of  this  life^  they  are  but  fen- 
fible goods,  ana  therefore  they  cannot  be  the  true  mat- 
ter of  that  Happinefs  which  we  may  reafonably  think 
belongs  to  the  reafonable  nature  as  fuch ;  the  former 
ttriOil  appear  by  an  induction  of  particulars,  which  I 
fiudl  purfue  in  order,  with  the  particular  inftances-of 
their  infufHciencies  to  make  up  a  true  Happinefs  t6  the 
reafonable  nature,  as  well  as  that  general,  that  they  are 
but  fenfibie  goods,  and  merely  accommodated  to  a  fen- 
fible life  and  nature. 

1 .  Life  itfdfh  not  fuch  a  fufEcient  conftituent  of  Hap- 
pinefs :  And  the  inftance  is  evident,  becaufe  it  is  poiSble 
that  life  itfelf  may  be  miferable :  There  may  be  life 
where  there  is  ficknefs,  pain,  difgrace,  poverty  and  ail 
thofe  external  occurrences  that  may  render  life  grie- 
vous and  burthenfome.  Life  may  indeed  be  thi?  fub- 
jeft  of  Happinefs,  when  it  hath  all  thofe  contributions 
that  concur  to  make  it  fuch  ;  but  life  alone,  and'  as 
fuch,  cannot  be  Happinefs,  becaufe  there  may  be  a 
miferable  life. 

2.  Thoiehona  corporis  or  compofti^  ^  the  goods  of 
*  the  body/  are  not  fuiEcient  to  make  up  a  fuitable 
Happinefs  to  the  reafonable  nature,  as  healthy  flrengtb ; 
for  the  beafts  themfelves  enjoy  this,  and  for  the  moft 
part,  the  brutes  enjoy  a  greater  meafure  of  thefe  than 
mankind;  and  befides  ftill,  there  is  that  which  is  like 
the  worm  at  the  root  of  the  gourd,  that  fpoib  the 
Happinefs  that  muft  arife  from  it ;  viz.  mortsdity  and 

death. 
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death,  which  will  certainly  pull  down  this  tabernacle ; 
and  man  hath  an  unintennitted  pre-apprehenfion  of  it, 
which  fours  the  veiy  enjoyment  itfelf.     And  in  this,' 
as  hath  been  faid,  the  bcafts  that  perifh  have  a  pre- 
eminence over  manlcind  ;  for  though  both  are  mortal, 
yet  the  bead  is  not  under  that  pre-apprehenfion  of  it 
that  man  inceffantly  hath,  whereby  his  fruition  of  that 
Happiiiefs  of  health  is  the  more  fincere ;  and  this  con- 
fideration  muft  run  through  all  thofe  other  contribu- 
tions of  fenfible  goods,  that  hereafter  follow.     And  as 
for  beauty y  the  Happinefs  thereof  as  it  is  but  fading  and 
empty,  lb  the  felicity  thatit  gives,  is  not  to  the  party  that 
hath  it,  but  to  others,   unto  whom  perchance  it  may 
be  a  delightful  and  amiable  fpeftacle,  but  not  to  him 
that  hath  it. 

3.  There  are  a  fecondary  fort  of  bodily  goods, 
namely,  pleafures  of  the  ferjes^  as    delightful   mfeats, 
drinks,  fights,  mufic,  pleafant  odours,  and  other  grati- 
fications of  the  fenfitive  appetite,  or  luft  ;  as  the  lull  of 
the  flefh,  the  luft  of  revenge,  the  luft  of  diefire,  &c. 
Thefe  cannot  make  up  a  comj>etent  Happinefs  to  the 
human  nature,     1 .  They  are  but  fenfible  goods,  com* 
men  to  the  beafts  as  well  as  men.     2.  Though  they 
may  be  competent  to  make  up  the  Happinefs  of  the  fen- 
fible nature,  yet  they  are  not  fuch  to  the  reafonable  na- 
ture ;  becaufe  they  are  ftiU  accompanied  with  a  prefent 
concurring  fenfe  of  mortality,  which  embitters  their 
very  enjoyments,   and  renders   them  infipid,    if  not- 
bitten     S.  The  wifer  the  man  is,  the  lefs  he  values 
them,  and  confcquently,  are  at  bett  a  Happinefs  to 
fools,  and  fuch  as  degenerate  from  the  noblenefs  of 
the  human  nature  into  the  degree  of  beafts,  by.fetting 
an  over- value  upon  them.     Aj^ain,  4.  They  are  tran- 
fient,  and  the  Happinefs  of  them  is  only  before  their 
enjoyment ;  when  they   are  enjoyed  to  fatiety",  they 
loife  their  ufe  and  value-     5.  ihQicplncenict  Jenfin  *, 
efoecially  of  the  fenfual  aj^tlte,  are  not  fur  their  oa^ti 
fakos,  but  in  order  to  fomething  elfe,  vij«.    To  invite* 

* 
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and  excite  the  appetitle,  in  order  to  the  prefervation  (rf 
the  individual,  or  the /pedes  i  and  therefore  cannot  be 
in  themfelves  in  relation  to  a  reafonable  nature  any 
Happinefs,  fince  they  terminate  in  fomething  elfe. 

4.  Thofe  bonafortunce  ^,  as  wealth,  honour,  power, 
cannot  at  all  pretend  to  make  up  a  Happinefs  for  die 
reafonable  nature,  for  though  in  truth  we  do  not  find 
fo  eminently,  in  the  animal  nature,  any  fuch  thing  as 
wealth  or  honour,  but  only  fomewhat  analogical  to  it, 
as  in  ants  and  bees  ;  yet  thefe  are  of  a  far  inferior  na^ 
ture  to  the  bona  corporis^  whether  health  or  pleafure ; 
for  they  are  in  their  true  ufe  only  in  order  to  them.* 
The  primary  corporeal  good  is  health,  and  conferva, 
tion  of  the  individual  in  his  being ;  next  to  that,  and 
indeed  in  order  to  it,  are  the  refrefliments  and  fupports 
by  eating  and  drinking.     fVealtb  Tigsin  is  fubfervient, 
and  in  order  to  that,  viz.  to  have  a  convenient  ftore 
and  provifion  for  the  fupply  of  the  exigencies  of  nature, 
and  preferving  the  individual :    What  is  more  than  ne- 
ceflary  for  that,  is  fuperfluous,  vain,  and  unneceflary. 
Power  again  is  only  defirable  to  fecure  thofe  provifions 
from  rapine  and  invafion.    So  that,  in  truth,  thefe  are 
fo  far  from  making  up  a  Happinefs,  that  they  are  only 
provifional,  and  in  order  to  thofe  goods  of  the  body, 
which  are  before  fliewn  incompetent  to  that  end ;  and 
without  that  refpeft  they  are  vain  and  impertinent 
things.     But  befides  this,  there  are  certain  fpecifical 
defefts  that  accompany  ihefe  goods,  that  render  them- 
utterly  incapable  of  making  up  a  Happinefs  to  man- 
kind.    1.  It  is  impoffible  they  can  be  as  large  as  the^ 
human  nature ;  becaufe  unlefs  there  were  fome  poor^ 
none  could  be  rich  ;  unlefs  fome  were  under,  there - 
could  be  none  in  power ;  if  all  were  equal  in  wealth 
and  power,  there  could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  wealth  or 
power :  And  confequently,  the  fuppofition  of  Happi*^ 
nefs  in  thofe  who  are  rich  or  powerful  would  exclude: 
the  greateft  part  of  mankind  from  any  fhare  in  that 
which  muft  make  up  their  common  Happine£s.     2.  In 

*  goods  of  fortoneu 
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^le  fruition  of  all  wealth,  honour  and'  power,  befides 
tlie  common  fete  of  mortality,  which  embitters  their 
very  enjoyment,  there  is  annexed  a  certain  peculiar 
infelicity  that  renders  them  incapable  of  making  up  a 
Happinefs :  For,  1 .  They  are  the  common  mark  of 
covetouihefsi  envy,  ambition  and  necefEty,  which  mod 
dinarily  render  rich  and  powerful,  and  great  men  lefs 
than  others,  and  ordinarily  they  ftand  tottering 
dangerouily,  and  fubjefl:  to  fall.  2.  There  is  always 
care  and  anxiety  attending  the  poffelTors  of  great 
lionour,^  wealth,  or  power,  which  embitters  the  very 
d^joyment,  and  puts  it  out  of  the  capacity  of  being  a 
£bppineis ;  for  it  is  impoffible  that  great  cares  and 
^eat  fears  can  confift  with  true  Happinefs.  And  thus 
iar  of  fenfible  goods. 

8.  Befides  thefe  fenfible  goods,  there  feem  to  be  two 
ibrts  of  goods  that  mankind  is  peculiarfy  capable  of^ 
^hich  are  not  common  to  the  beafts ;  viz.  Firft,  the 
^od  of  ejleem^  glory  and  reputation^  wherewith  per- 
chance  the  beafts  are  not  aftefted,  though  fome  feem 
to  have  fomething  analogical  to  it :  But  this  cannot  at 
all  make  up  a  Happinefs  to  the  human  nature :  1 .  Be- 
caufe  it  is  not  accommodate  to  all  ufes  and  exigents : 
laudatur  Sff  alget  ^  2.  Becaufe  it  refides  not  in  the 
party,  but  in  thofe  who  give  it ;  a  man  may  have  a 
great  efteem  with  others,  and  a  low  efteem  of  himfelf. 
3.  It  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  brittle  and  unftable 
poffeffion :  Thofe  that  perchance  defervedly  give  it, 
may  undefervedly  refume  it :  A  word  or  aOion  mif- 
takeiD  by  others,  a  falfe  report,  envy,  emulation,  want 
of  fuccefs  in  any  one  aftion  :  The  mifmterpretation  of 
the  fuperior  or  the  vulgar,  may  quite  overturn  the 
greateft,  and  perchance  moft  deferved  reputation,  and 
render  a  man  more  dcfpifed  and  contemptible  than  he 
was  before  eminent  or  efteemed  :  He  that  bottoms  his 
Happinefs  upon  fuch  an  unftable  blaft  inherits  the 
wind. 

9.  But  yet  there  (are)  certain  hona  awma  ^  wliich 

*  It  is  commended  but  void  of  warmth.        '  goods  of  the  soul. 

VOL.  I.  X  are 


dOQ  jbi  Enquiry  touching  Happinefs^ 

are  compatible  to  man,  but  not  to  beafts ;  which  are  of 
two  kinds,  according  to  the  two  great  faculties  in  man^ 
his  underftanding  and  will ;  viz.  Knowledge,  and  m0* 
ral  virtues ;  and  although  thefe  are  excellent  goods^ 
yet  (exclufively  of  true  and  found  religion)  they  can^ 
not  make  up  that  Happinefs,  which  we  may  reaibnablp 
judge  to  be  proper  and  fpecifical  to  the  human  nature  :• 
Firit,  therefore  for  knowledge,  there  are  thefe  inco^pe-iL 
tences  in  it,  in  reference  to  our  Happinefs :  1.  Our 
knowledge  is  very  little  and  narrow  in  refped  of  the 
objeft  of  it :  What  we  know  is  the  leaft  part  q£  what 
we  know  not :  Though  we  daily  converfe  with  things- 
natural,  even  with  the  frame  of  our  own  l^odies,  ^ 
fcarce  know,  the  nature,  or  caufe,  or  motion  of  any 
one  nerve  or  mufcle.  2.  Even  in  thofe  things  we. 
think  we  know,  our  knowledge  is  very  dark  and  un- 
certain ;  and  from  thefe  arifeth :  3.  That  our  increafe  in 
knowledge  is  our  increafe  in  forrow  and  trouble :  troiu 
ble  to  attain  that  little  knowledge  we  have,  and  forrow. 
in  that  we  acquire  no  more:  4.  The  whole  fcheme  of 
knowledge  we  attain  for  the  mod  part,  ferves  only  the 
meridian  of  our  fhort,  unftable,  uncertain  hfe :  And 
what  kind  of  Happinefs  can  that  be,  which,  while  we 
are  attaining,  we  cannot  fecure  to  be  of  any  long  or- 
certain  continuance,  and  vanifheth,  or  proves  utterly 
unufeful  when  we  die  ?  Of  what  ufe  will  then  thc: 
knowledge  of  municipal  laws,  of  hiftory,  of  natural 
philofophy,  of  politics,  of  mathematics,  be  in  the 
next  world,  although  our  fouls  furvive  us  ? 

As  to  the  2.  Namely,  moral  virtues ;  it  is  true,  Arif- 
totle,  1.  Ethicor.  cap.  7.  tells  us.  That  Happinefs,  or* 
bleiSednefs  is  the  exercife  or  operation  of  the  reafona- 
ble  foul,  according  to  the  beft  and  moft  pcrfeft  virtue, 
in  vita  perfeila  *  in  perfeft  life :'  But  he  tells  not 
what  that  vitaperfeSla  is,  nor  where  to  be  found ;  and 
yet  without  it  there  is  no  Happinefs. 

But  even  this  exercife  of  virtue  (though  much  more 
noble  than  the  bare  habit  of  virtue,  which  is  but  in 
order  to  action  or  exercife)  if  confidered  fingly  and 
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nipbrt^'and  abftradively  from  the  r^var^  of  it^^  ia  i^ot 
:0lioUgh  to  conftitute  a  Happinefs  fuitable  to  the  hu^ 
^aa  nature.     1 .  The  a^lions  of  virtue,  for  the  itioft 
p4rt,  rdpeft  the  good  and  benefit  of  otha-s  more  than 
•pf  the  party  that  exercifes  them,  as  j^ftice,  righteouf- 
j©^f$,  charity,  liberality,  fortitude ;  and  principally  (tf 
^nqt  only)  religion,  temperance,  patience  and  contenta- 
laovii  are  thofe  virtues  that  advantage  the  party  himfelf ; 
Jhe  r^ft  moft  refpeft  the  good  of  others.     2*  We  find 
it  too  often  true,  that  moft  good  men  have  the  leaft 
;ftare  of  the.  <iomforts  and  conveniencies  of  this  life, 
hxlX  ii^e  ejcpofed  (many  times  even  upon  the  account  of 
iheir  very  virtues)  to  poverty,  want,  reproach,  negleQ:, 
.£b  thptt  their  very  virtues  are  occafions  oftentimes  of 
/ttch  calamities,  whidh  muft  needs  abate  the  perfection 
of  life,  which  is  a  neceflary  ingredient  into  Happinefs. 
Sy  But  if  their  life  be  tiot  rendered  grievous  upon  the 
9u:Coilnt  of  their  virtues,  yet  they  are  not  thereby  prii- 
vifeged  from  many  calamities,  which  render  their  lives 
.tjQihappy,  and  oftentimes  render  them  incapable  of  the 
;^xerciie  of  thole  virtues   which  muft  take  up  their 
Happinefs :  poverty  difabks  them  from  acts  of  liber- 
ality ;  negleft  and  fcorn  by  great  men  and  governors 
renders  them  incapable  of  ads  of  diftributive  juftice ; 
ficknefs  and  tormenting  bodily  difeafes  many  times  at- 
•tack  them,  and  render  their  lives  miferable,  and  many 
'times  difables  even  their  very  intelieftuals ;  and  to  thefe 
difafters  they  are  at  leaft  equally  liable  with   others  ; 
imd  if  all  thefe  calamities  were  abfent,  yet  there  are  two 
ftates  of  life  which  they  muft  neceflarily  go  through,  if 
they  live,  that  in  a  great  meafure  renders  them  necefla- 
rily  incapable  of  thefe  anions  of  virtue,  namely,  the 
pafficns  and  perturbations  of  youth,  and  the  decays 
and  infirmities  of  old  age.     4.  The  higheft  good  at- 
tainable by  the  exercife  of  virtue  in  the  party  himfelf, 
is,  tranquillity  of  mind ;  and  indeed  it  is  a  noble  and 
excellent  portion ;  but  as  the  cafe  ftands  with  us  in  > 
this  life>  (without  a  farther  profped  to  a  life  to  come,) 
even  iuch  a  tranquillity  of  mind  is  not  perfeftly  attain- 
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ab'eby  us,  and  hath  certain  appendances  to  it,  that 
abate  that  fincerenefs  of  Happinefs  that  is  requirabfe 
in  it,  to  complete  the  Happinefs  of  the  human  nature: 
And  thefe  are  principally  thefe  two :  1 .  The  nelceffity 
that  we  are  imder  (confidering  the  weaknefe  of  our 
nature)  by  our  daily  failings,  errors,  and  fins,  to  tuaflfii 
afide  from  the  perfeft  rule  of  virtue ;  whereby  we  ar^ 
under  a  kind  of  moral  neceflity  of  violating  or  abating 
that  tranquillity  of  mind ;  fo  that  it  feems  in  itfelf  mo}- 
rally  impoflible  either  fully  to  attain,  or  conftantljr 
and  uniformly  to  hold  that  tranquillity  of  mind.  2.  Still 
mortality,  death,  and  the  grave  terminate  this  feKdty, 
if  it  only  refpeft  this  life ;  and  the  fear  and  pre-appreu 
henfion  of  fuch  a  termination,  fours  and  allays  eveii  that 
felicity,  which  tranquillity  of  mind  otherwife  offers : 
This  fear  and  anticipation  of  death  (as  the  Apoftle 
fays  1,  detains  men  captives  all  the  days  of  their  life  j 
and  in  a  great  meafure  breaks  that  tranquillity  of  nlind 
which  is  the  conftituent  of  this  Happinefs.  Again, 
though  virtue,  and  virtuous  aftions  have  had  their  «&- 
pa  2  by  excellent  philofophers,  orators,  poets,  and  we 
are  told  by  them,  that  Si  virtus  oculis  cemeretur^y  it 
would  appear  the  moft  beautiful  thing  in  the  world  ( 
yet  it  hath  had  but  few  followers  in  refped  of  the  rdl 
of  the  world ;  and  poflibly  would  find  a  much  colder 
entertainment,  if  the  recompence  of  reward  were  not 
alfo  propounded  with  it  and  believed  ;  therefore  there 
is,  and  muft  be,  fotnewhat  elfe  befides  bare  platonic 
notions  of  virtue,  and  naked  propofals  of  it,  that  muft 
give  it  a  conqueft  over  the  fatisfa6lion  of  our  lufts  and 
pleafures,  efpecially  in  the  time  of  our  youth  and 
llrength ,  and  before  old  age  overtake  us. 

And  hence  it  is,  that  in  all  ages  wife  rulers  and  go- 
vernors have  annexed  fenfible  rewards  and  honours, 
and  fuch  things  as  have  a  lively  and  quick  relifh  with 
them  into  the  exercife  of  virtue.  , 

#      And  hence  it  is,  that  the  moft  wife  God  himfelf 
hath  not  propounded  virtue  and  goodnefs  to  the  chil- 

*  rieb.  H.        •  eulogiumt,        *  if  virtue  could  be  seen. 
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3ren  of  men  fingly  as  its  own  and  only  reward,  but 
tiath  alfo  promifed,  and  really  and  eflfeftually  provided 
1.  recompence  of  reward  for  it,  that  Happinefs  which  I 
have  been  all  this  while  in  queft  after,  and  bath  made 
wrtue  and  goodnefs  the  way,  the  method  to  attain  that 
Happinefs,  which  is  in  truth  the  end  of  it. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  I  therefore  conclude,  That 
the  Happinefs  of  mankind,  is  not  to  be  found  in  this 
life,  but  it  is  a  flower  that  grows  in  the  garden  of  Eter- 
nity, and  to  be  expefted  only  in  its  full  complement 
and  fruition  in  that  life  which  is.  to  fucceed  after  our 
bodily  diffolution :  That  although  peace  of  confcience, 
tranquillity  of  mind,  and  the  fenfe  of  the  favour  of  God, 
that  we  enjoy  in  this  life,  like  the  bunches  of  grapes 
brought  by  the  fpies  from  Canaan^  are  the  prelibations  ^ 
and  anticipations  of  our  Happinefs ;  yet  the  comple-    ^  * 
xnent  ^  of  our  Happinefs  confifts  in  the  beatifical  vifioh 
of  the  ever  blefTed  God  to  all  eternity ;  where  there 
is  a  vita  f  erf eSla^  a  perfedk  life,  free  from  pain,  from  for. 
row,  from  cares,  from  fears,  vita  perfeSla^  a  perfedt  life 
of  glory  and  immortality,  out  of  the  reach  or  danger 
of  death,  or  the  lofs  of  that  Happinefs  which  we  fhall 
then  enjoy  in  the  prefence  of  the  ever  Glorious  God, 
in  whofe  prefence  is  fullnefs  of  joy,  and  at  whofe  right 
hand  are  pleafures  for  evermore.     Amen. 

'  foretastes.        *  full  «njoyment. 
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WHAT  IT  IS :  AND  THE  MEANS  TO  ATTAIN  IT. 


THESIS  I. 

ft 

THE  CHIEF  END    OF.  MAN  IS  TO  aLORIFY  GODj   AND  _ 
EVERLASTINGLY  TO  ENJOY  HIM. 

When  we  come  to  any  reafonabfe  mcafure  of  un- 
4erftanding,  the  firft  queftion  we  propound  concern- 
ing the  adions  of  ourfelves  or  others,  is  to  enquire 
concerning  the  End,  why  this  or  that  is  done :  And 
the  propounding  of  an  end  to  what  we  do,  is  one 
thing  that  gives  us  reafonable  creatures  a  privilege 
above  the  beads :  And  the  wifer  we  grow,  the  more 
we  enquire  after,  and  propound  to  ourfelves  more  ex- 
cellent ends,  and  of  the  more  concernment. 

The  end  which  moll:  concerns  us  to  enquire  after, 
is  the  end  of  our  being,  why,  or  for  what  end  we 
were  made :  For  as  that  is  the  thing  of  the  greatelt 
moment  to  us,  fo  the  ignorance  or  nnftake  therein  is 
of  the  greateft  danger. 

Now  touching  this  End  of  Man^  we  muft  know, 

1 .  That  in  all  wife  workers  that  aft  by  deliberation 
and  choice,  the  appointment  of  the  End  of  any  work 
belongs  to  him  that  makes  it. 

2.  In  afmuch  therefore  as  mankind  is  in  its  original 
the  workmanfhip  of  God,  therefore  it  belongs  to  him 
to  appoint  the  end  of  his  own  workmanfhip ;  and  of 
izriB  it  mull  be  enquired.    . .  . 

S.  That 
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'  3.  That  inafmuch  as  Grod  is  the  ^^feft  workei',  and 
inafmuch  as  mankind  is  a  piece  of  excellent  workman- 
Blip  ;  it  becomes  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  to  appoint 
Man  to  an  end  of  his  own  defigning,  fo  to  appoint 
liim  to  an  end  anfwerable  to  the  excellency  of  the 
work,  an  end  as  much  above  other  creatures,  as  man 
exceeds  them  in  worth  and  excellency. 

So  that  certainly  man  is  ordained  by  God  to  an  end, 
mdto  an  excellent  end,  beyond  the  condition  of  other 
inferior  creatures ;  for  We  fee  them  all  appointed  for 
the  ufe  dnd  fervice  of  man,  to  feed,  and  clothe,  and 
beaU  and  delight  him. 

What  therefore  is  common  to  the  beafts  as  well  as 
man,  cannot  be  the  end  of  man.  The  beafts  eat,  and 
diink,  and  live,  and  propagate  their  kind  with  as  much 
lelight  and  much  more  contentment  than  mail.  They 
ire  free  from  cares  and  from  fears,  which  man  is  Hot; 
md  though  they  die,  fo  doth  man  alfo  ;  therefore  to 
live,  eat,  and  drink,  and  perpetuate  their  kind,  is  too 
low  an  end  for  man.  And  if  fo,  then  much  more  is  it 
below  him  to  make  wealth,  and  honour,  and  power, 
his  end :  For  they  are  but  in  order  to  his  temporal  life 
lere,  either  to  provide  for  it,  or  to  fecure  it :  And 
befides  that,  they  cannot  anfwer  the  defires  and  con- 
tinuance of  an  immortal  Soul,  which  man  bears  with 
dim :  And  hence  grows  the  weamif^is,  and  vexation, 
md  unquietnefs  and  reftleffnefs  of  rfian,  in  the  midft 
Df  all  wealth  and  honours,  and  pleafqres :  TherdFore 
there  is  fome  other  end,  to  which  man  was  appointed  ; 
Bvhich  is, 

1.  In  reference  to  God,  to  glorify  him :  2.  In  refer- 
aice  to  man,  an  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God. 

I .  To  glorify  God,  two  things  are  conliderable. 

1.  ff^bat  it  is  for  Man  to  glorify  God. 

1 .  There  is  a  glorifying  of  God^  common  to  all  the 
B^orks  of  God,  inaftnuch  as  they  all  bear  in  them  the 
idfible  footfteps  of  the  power,  wifdom,  and  goodneli 
)f  God.  Thus  the  fun  and  hea/ens  glorify  God  ^j  there 
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is  a  glorifying  of  God,  properly  belonging  to  intellec* 
tual  creatures,  angels  and  men, 

1 .  In  his  understanding ;  whereby  he  learns  to  know 
God  in  his  Word,  and  in  his  works,  his  power,  good* 
nefs,  wifdom  and  truth  ;  and  with  his  heart  admires, 
and  OTth  his  tongue  praifeth  him. 

2.  In  his  will ;  whereby  he  fubmits  to  him,  worfhips, 
fears  him,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  obeys  him ; 
whereby  he  acknowledgeth  his  Sovereignty,  and  fubmits 
to  it.  *  He  that  offereth  praife  glorifieth  him ;  and  to 

*  him  that  ordereth  his  converfation  aright  will  I  fliew 

*  the  falvation  of  God  1/  Both  thefe  are  imperfedly 
done  here,  but  fhall  be  perfeSly  done  in  the  life  to 
come. 

2.  Why  the  glorifying  of  God  is  made  the  Chief 
End  of  Man. 

1.  It  is  the  Chief  End  that  God  propofed  in  all  his 
works  of  creation.  *  He  made  all  things  for  himfelf  ^j' 
that  is,  his  own  glory :  In  his  works  of  prefervation 
and  providence,  '  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble, 

*  Iwill  deliver  thee,  and  thou  (halt  glorify  me  3/  In  his 
works  of  redemption,  *  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of 

*  his  grace,  whereby  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  be- 

*  loved  *.'     In  his  works  of  Sanftification,  '  That  man 

*  feeing  your  good  works,  may  glorify  your  Father 
^  which  is  in  Heaven  ^.' 

2.  It  is  but  juft  it  fhould  be  the  Chief  End  of  Man 
to  glorify  God ;  becaufe  it  is  a  moft  reafonable  tribute 
to  pay  to  him  for  all  his  mercies  and  goodnefs :  From 
him  we  receive  our  being,  and  all  the  blefSngs  of  it, 
and  it  is  but  juft  of  God  to  require,  and  for  man  to 
perform,  the  due  acknowledgment  of  the  goodnefs  of 
that  God,  from  whom  he  receives  them,  which  is  his 
glorifying  of  God. 

2.  To  enjoy  God  for  ever. 

1 .  Two  things  are  to  be  explained.  What  it  is  to 
enjoy  God.  2.  Why  this  is  part  of  the  Chief  End  of 
Man. 

»  Psal.  1.  2S.  *  Piol.  xvi.  4.  » Psal.  1.  15.  *  Ephes.  i.  6.  *  Mat.  v.  1 «. 
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1 .  To  enjoy  God  is  either,  1 .  In  this  Jife^  which  is 
o  have  peace  with  God,  affurance  of  reconciliation 
with  him ;  for  then  we  have  peace  with  ourfelves,  con- 
entment  and  quietnefs  of  foul,  accefs  to  him  as  to  our 
ather  for  all  we  want,  and  hope  and  affurance  of  ever- 
aifting  life,  which  will  make  the  comforts  of  our  life 
ife,  and  the  afiii&ions  thereof  eafy,  and  the  end  and  dif- 
qhition  thereof  comfortable.  2.  In  the  life  to  come^ 
he  fulnefs  of  fruition  of  the  knowledge,  goodnefs, 
flory  and  prefence  of  God,  according  to  the  uttermofl 
neafure  and  capacity  of  our  faculties,  which  in  the 
•efurredion  fhall  be  great  and  capacious ;  and  this  is 
ailed  the  beatifical  vifion. 

2.  fFhy  this  is  part  of  the  Chief  End  of  Man ;  be- 
aufe  this  is  the  happinefs  and  bleffednefs  of  man  to  ^n- 
oy  God  ;  nothing  befides  can  make  him  happy  ;  which 
ippears,  1 .  In  all  ether  enjoyments ;  without  the  enjoy- 
nent  of  God,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  vamty  and  empti- 
tefsj  whether  in  pleafures,  or  profits,  or  worldly  ad- 
rantages :  Men  expeft  great  matters  from  them,  but 
ifter  a  little  enjoyment  of  them,  they  are  weary,  and 
find^hemfelves  dilappointed,  and  that  there  is  not  that 
comfort  in  them  that  they  expefted ;  and  then  they 
travel  to  fome  other  worldly  enjoyment,  and  there  they 
find  the  like.  This  therefore  cannot  afford  man  his 
happinefs. 

2.  In  all  other  enjoyments  without  God,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  vexation  and  trouble ;  the  cares,  and  fears, 
and  forrows,  and  difappointments,  that  we  meet  with 
in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  doth  outweigh  all  the  con- 
tentment and  benefit  that  we  receive  in  them  j  and 
therefore  this  cannot  be  our  happinefs. 

S.  All  other  enjoyments  without  God  have  their 
ntd  and  term ;  fometimes  we  over-live  them  ;  the  plea- 
fures and  contentment  of  youth  leave  us  when  we  are 
[)ld :  and  fometimes  we  fee  our  riches,  our  health,  ovir 
earthly  comforts  taken  from  us  i  but  if  not,  yet  when 
we  die  we  leave  them,  and  yet  our  fouls  continue  after 
death,  and  our  bodies  and  fouls  continue  after  our  re* 
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furreflion  for  ever.  The  enjoyments  therefore  of  this 
life  cannot  be  our  happinefs,  but  that  happinefs  which 
continues  as  long  as  we  continue, which  is  the  enjoyment 
of  the  favour,  love,  and  prefence  of  God  for  ever. 

Now  put  bcth  together.  The  glorifjring  of  God,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  him  for  ever,  is  the  happinefe  and 
bleflednefs  of  man,  the  Chief  End  for  which  he  was 
made.  Such  is  the  goodnefs  and  bounty  of  God,  that 
he  doth  not  only  enjoin  man  his  duty  to  glorify  him, 
but  alfo  joins  with  it  man's  happinefs  to  enjoy  him 
for  ^ver.  He  that  obferves  the  former^  fliall  be  fure 
not  to  mifs  of  the  latter :  In  the  fame  path  and  traft 
which  leads  us  to  glorify  God,  which  is  our  duty,  we 
are  fure  to  meet  with  our  enjoyment  of  him,  which  is 
our  everlafting  happinefs  and  bleifednefs :  And  the 
bufinefs  of  the  true  religion  revealed  in  the  Scriptures^  k 
to  lead  us  to  that  duty,  and  to  that  happinefs  which  is 
the  Chief  End  of  Man :  He  that  wants  this,  will  be 
miferable  in  the  midft  of  all  worldly  enjoyments ;  and 
he  that  attains  this,  his  comforts  here  fhall  be  bleffed, 
his  crofTes  fanftified,  and  his  death  a  gate  to  let  him 
into  a  moft  bleffed,  and  glorious  and  everlafting 
Hfe. 

THESIS  11. 

iTHE    SCRIPTURES    OF    BOTH   TESTAMENTS  ARE  THE 
ONLY  PERFECT  RULE  FOR  MAN*S  ATTAINING 

HIS  CHIEF  END. 

This  is  the  end  why  man  was  made,  and  which  he 
6ught  principally  to  attend  and  look  after ;  but  be* 
caufe  to  the  attaining  of  the  end,  it  is  neceifary  that 
the  due  means  of  attaining  thereof  be  known  and 
ufed :  And  becaufe,  as  Almighty  God,  the  Maker  of 
Man,  is  he  that  alone  muft  defign  the  end  of  his  own 
work  ;  fo  likewife  it  belongs  to  him  alone,  to  choofe, 
and  appoint,  and  order,  the  means  belonging  to  that 
end ;  therefore,  as  he  is  not  wanting  to  us  in  appointing  a 
fit  and  bleffed  end  to  mankmd,  fo  neither  is  he  want* 

ing 
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ig  in  defigning  and  difcovering  unto  mankind  the 
leans  for  attaining  to  that  end. 

This  means  is  called  a  Rule^  a  fixed  and  fettled, Di- 
jflion,  teaching  and  fhewing  us,  what  is  to  be  known,. 
nd  what  to  be  done  and  avoided,  in  order  to  that  end* 
(eafls  follow  inftinds  of  nature  in  their  a£Hons :  But 
lan  that  is  endued  with  higher  faculties,  and  ordered 
;>  a  better  end,  is  to  be  direfted  to  that  end  by  a  rule 
iven  by  that  God,  who  hath  appointed  his  end.  This 
uU  therefore  that  muft  guide  man  to  his  great  end  of 
^  creation,  requires  ^  - 

1.  That  it  be  a  rule  given  hy  God  himfelf:  For  as 
le  appoints  the  end  of  mankind,  fo  he  aJone  muft  ap- 
loint  the  means  of  attaining  it ;  and  therefore  the  dif- 
Dorery  thereof  muft  come  irom  him. 

2.  That  it  be  a  certain  rule^  in  refpefl:  of  the  great 
ionfequence  that  depends  upon  it,  man's  everlafting 
3appinefs. 

3.  That  it  be  a  fixed  and  fettled  rule^  for  mankind 
s  apt  to  ftraggle  and  wander,  full  of  vain  imaginations  ; 
trhich,  were  not  the  rule  fixed  and  ftable,  would  cor- 
rupt and  diforder  it. 

4.  A  plain  and  eafy  rule ;  becaufe  it  concerns  all 
nen,  as  well  the  unlearned  and  weak,  as  the  wife  and 
:eamed ;  their  concernment  is  equal ;  and  therefore 
:he  rule,  that  tends  to  that  common  concernment,  is 
5t  to  be  plain  and  familiar. 

Since  it  is  neceflary  therefore  that  there  Ihould  be  a 
•ule,  and  fuch  a  rule ;  we  are  to  confider  whether 
God  hath  offered  fuch  a  rule,  and  what  it  is^  which  is 
iet  down  in  thefe  three  particulars : 

1 .  That  God  hath  given  his  own  word  to  be  this 
rule. 

2.  That  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefia^ 
nent,  are  that  Word  of  God. 

■    3.  That  thofe  Scriptures  are  the  rule,  and  the  only 
•ule,  whereby  man  may  attain  his  Chief  End. 

1.  Ihat  God  hath  given  us  his  own  Word  to  be 
liis  rule.     And  this,  as  before  appears,  was  neceffary, 

that 
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that  the  dlreQion  to  our  Chief  End  ihould  come  frcHq 
God. 

•   2.  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftamenty 
are  the  Word  of  God : 

Hereto  is  to  be  obferved,  1.  What  thofe  Scriptures. 
are.  1.  They  are  the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and! 
New  Tcftament,  excluding  the  books  commonly  called 
Apocrypha.  Thefe  are  written  in  feveral  ages  by  holy, 
men  infpired  by  the  Spirit  of  God^  Some  parts  thereor, 
as  the  Five  Books  of  Mofes,  above  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  years  fmce  \  and  that  of  the  New  Tefiament^. 
above  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  years  fmce.  And 
jllmighty  God^  who  has  had  a  moft  fpecial  care  of  the. 
everlafting  good  of  mankind,  hath,  by  a  wonderful 
providence,  hitherto  preferved  them  uncorrupted,  and 
hath  difperfed  them  over  all  nations  in  their  feveral  lan- 
guages :  that  as  the  common  falvation  concerned  all 
men,  fo  the  means  of  attaining  it  might  be  likewiie 
common  to  all  men. 

2.  Why  the  Divine  Providence  has  ordered  it  to  he 
fut  into  writing.  It  is  true,  in  the  firft  ages  of  the 
world,  till  the  time  of  McJeSy  which  was  near  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  years,  the  Will  of  God  was  not 
put  into  writing,  but  was  delivered  over  by  word  of 
mouth,  from  father  to  fon.  And  this  was  the  direc- 
tion that  men  had  to  know  and  to  obey  God.  1.  Be- 
caufe  in  thofe  ancient  ages  of  the  world,  men  lived 
long  :  For  Adam^  the  firft  man,  lived  above  twenty 
years  after  Mcthujakm^  the  eighth  from  Adam^  was 
bom;  and  A/l?/i^«/i?/<?«?  lived  almol  tan  hundred  years  after 
&em  was  born  ;  and  Sem  lived  above  fixty  years  after 
Jjaac  was  bom.  So  that  in  thefe  three  men,  Adum^ 
Methujalem^  and  Sem^  all  the  truths  of  God  for  above 
two  thoufand  years  were  preferved  and  delivered  over. 
2.  Becaufe  the  feleft  Churches  of  God  were  preferved 
in  families,  and  were  not  national ;  and  fo  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God  kept  in  a  Imaller  compafs. 

»  2  Tim.  iii.  16. 
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But  when,  aftei'  the  ages  of  men  were  fhorter,  and 
xrhen  the  Church  of  God  grew  to  be  national,  as  it  was 
ifter  the  Jews  came  out  of  Eo^ypt^  then  God  himfelf 
rrote  his  law  in  Tables  of  Stone,  and  Mofes  wrote  his 
ive  Books ;  and  then  from  that  time  forward  the  facred 
iiftories  and  Prophecies  under  the  Old  Teftament,  and 
he  Gofpel,  and  other  parts  of  the  New  Tefiament^  was 
committed  to  writing  for  thefe  reafons  principally : 
*'  •!•  That  they  might  be  the  better  preferred  from 
leiiig  loft  or  forgotten. 

' '  2.  That  they  might  be  the  better  :preferved  front 
>^ng  corrupted :  For  that  which  is  delivered  only  by 
ircjrd  of  mouth,  is  many  times  varied  and  changed  ia 
faefecond  or  third  hand.  i 

^  S»  That  it  might  be  the  better  difperfed  and  com* 
nunicated  to  all  matikind.  And  this?- was  done  in  thd 
^IdTeftameni^  by  tranflations  of  it  into  Greeks  about 
iwo  hundred  years  before  Chrift,  and  difperfing  it  into 
I  great  part  of  the  world :  And  after  Chrift's  time^ 
x>th  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  tranflated  into  feve- 
ral  languages,  and  fince  difperfed  over  the  world  i 
w^hich  could  not  have  been  fo  well  done  had  it  not 
3een  at  firft  in  writing. 

Thus  the  wifdom  and  providence  of  God  provides 
For  the  exigence  of  all  times  moft  wifely  and  excel- 
lently :  And  having  preferved  part  of  this  precious 
jewel,  the  Old  Teflament,  for  the  moft  part,  within 
the  common- wealth  of  the  Jews,  till  it  was  broken  about 
the  time  of  Chrift,  by  the  Romans,  hath  now  delivered 
both  to  all  mankind. 

8.  It  is  to  be  enquired,  JVbat  evidence  we  have  i9 
prove  ibcfe  writings  to  be  the  JVord  of  God.  And  omit- 
ting many  others,  we  infift  on  thefe  principally  * : 

1.  In  the  writings  of  men,  efpecially  when  written 
by  feveral  men  at  feveral  times,  their  writings  do  feU 
dom  or  never  agree,  but  differ  and  crofs  one  another. 
And  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  they  are  written  by  feveral 
rhen,  who  are  all  guided  by  feveral  minds  and  judg* 

*  Wkich  the  Autlioi  hath  elsewiiete  n^orC  largely  comider^d, 
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ments.  But  the  Scriptures,  though  written  by  feveral 
men  in  feveral  ages,  many  unacquainted  with  one  ano^. 
ther's  writings,  yet  they  all  confent  and  fpeak  the  fame 
truth ;  which  is  an  evidence  that  it  was  one  and  the 
fame  fpirit  that  did  diftate  them. 

2.  It  is  not  poffibie  for  any  man,  without  revelatioii 
from  God,  to  foretel  things  to  come.  Now  thefe 
holy  vmtings  foretold  things  that  moft  certainly  came  tg 
fafs  in  their  feveral  feafons,  though  many  generations 
after  the  prophecy  written ;  therefore  they  were  written 
by  inlpiration  from  God.  As  for  inftance,  the  Baby^ 
Ionian  captivityi  and  the  deliverance  from  it,  by  Jeremy  \ 
the  Perjian  and  Grecian  monarchy  by  Daniel  \  the 
birth  and  death  of  Chrift,  the  final  deftruftion  6f  3^^- 
rufalem^  and  difpcrfion  of  the  Jews^  the  converfion  o; 
the  Gentiles^  by  J/aiah,  atid  the  reft  of  the  prophets. 

3.  The  matter  contained  in.  thefe  holy  writings,  i 
that  of  the  greateft  importance ;  the  Will  of  God  comj- 
ceming  Man,  the  Difcovery  of  the  Creation  of  the^ 
World  by  God ;  of  Affurance  of  the  Life  to  come  j^ 
of  the  Means  of  Peace  between  God  and  Man.  Thefcr 
are  things  of  the  higheft  concernment  in  the  worlds 
yet  things  which  could  never  be  difcovered  but  by  God 
himfelf  j  and  fuch  as  never  any  writings  of  men  only, 
ever  could  difcover,  or  durft  pretend  unto ;  the  height, 
and  rarity,  and  excellence,  and  weight  of  the  .matter 
of  thefe  books  do  evidence,  that  they  were  the  Reve- 
lations of  God  to  Man,  and  by  his  providence  conunit* 
ted  to  writing,  and  delivered  over  to  mankind,  as  the 
rule  to  attain  their  Chief  End. 

S.  As  the  rule  to  attain  our  Chief  End  muft  come 
from  God ;  and  as  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament  are  the  Word  of  God ;  fo  we  fay, 
that  thefe  Scriptures  are  the  rule  and  the  only  rule  to  at- 
tain our  Chief  End.  Good  books  of  other  men, 
good  education,  good  fermons,  the  determinations  of 
the  church  are  good  helps ;  but  there  is  no  other  rule 
but  this.  It  is  by  this  rule  we  muft  try  other  men's 
books  and  fermons,  yea,  the  very  Church  itfelf.  -Thus 
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Lhe  5^41^^  tried  the  doftrine  of  the  Apoftles  them- 
lelT<es  by  the  Scriptures  which  they  then  had,  and  are 
icwiinended  for  it  ^  And  P^/(?/-  prefers  the  evidence  of 
3Jbe.  Scriptures  before  a  voice  from  Heaven  2.  And 
Chrift  himfelf  appeals  to  the  Scriptures  to  juftify  him- 
fejf  and  his  dodrine  3.  And  if  the  Scriptures  be  the 
aaly  rule, 

!•  Then  not  a  natural  confcience,  efpeciallyas  the. 
©ife  now  (lands  with  mankind  ;  for  that  is  many  times 
eorrupted  and  falfe  principled,  puts  good  for  evil,  and 
evil  for  good :  It  is,  and  may  be,  a  great  help,  guide^ 
and  direftion,  not  a  perfefl:  rule. 

2.  Then  not  the  writings  and  traditions  of  men: 
Crod  that  appoints  the  end  and  means,  muft  be  the  dif- 
coverer  of  the  means  of  our  falvation. 

Then  not  pretended  revelations;  thofe  may  be  men's 
imaginatioiis,  or  the  devil's  delufions ;  to  prevent  and. 
<iifcover  which,  God  hath  fet  up  this  great  and  ftand- 
ing  revelation  of  his  Scriptures. 

4.  Then  not  the  Church,  for  that  may  err ;  and  it 
hath  no  way  to  evidence  itfelf  tut  by  the  Scriptures, 
which  are  its  foundation. 

Thebuiinefs  of  man's  falvation  is  of  that  importance, 
and  the  wilHom  of  God  fo  great,  that  he  will  not  com- 
mit fo  weighty  a  matter  to  fucb  uncertain  rules  as  thefe, 
but  hath  provided  one  of  his  own  making,  the  Holy 
Scriptures. 

TOESIS   III. 

THE  PRINCIPAL  SUBJECT  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES  IS 
WHAT  MAN  IS  TO  BELIEVE  CONCERNING  GOD, 
AND  WHAT  DUTY  GOD  REQUIRES  OF  MAN. 

It  is  the  principal  fubjeft  of  the  Scriptures,  1.  Be- 
caufe  it  is  of  the  greateft  importance  and  concernment. 
*-  Let  us  hear  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter,  fear 
*  God,  and  keep  his  Commandments,  for  this  is  the 
*-  whole  Duty  of  Man  ^.'     Fear  God,  which   cannot 

'  Acts  xvii.  II.    »  8  Pet.  i.  13.  19-    '  John  vi.  Sd*    ''Eccles.  xii.  13. 

be 
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be  without  the  knowledge  of  him  ;  and  keep  his  Com* 
mandments,  which  contains  his  duty  of  obedience  to 
him.  2.  Becaufe  all  the  other  matters  of  the  Scrip* 
tures  have  a  kind  of  dependarice  upon,  and  connexion 
with  this  principal  matter  or  fubjeft. 

But  though  this  be  the  principal  matter  or  fubjed 
of  the  Scriptures,  yet  they  alfo  contain  very  many 
other  matters^  that  do  very  much  concern  us  to  know 
and  believe ;  as  namely,  what  we  are  to  underftand 
concerning  ourfelves ;  the  ftate  of  our  creation  \  the 
fall  of  man ;  the  ftate  wherein  that  fall  hath  put  all 
mankind  ;  the  means  of  our  recovery  ;  the  immortality 
of  the  foul ;  the  refurreftion  ;  the  different  eftate  of 
the  good  and  bad  after  death  ;  the  hiftory  of  the  church 
and  houfliold  of  God,  from  the  creation  of  man,  till 
fome  thirty  years  after  the  refurre£tion  of  Chrift ;  and 
divers  other  and  neceffary  matters  to  be .  known  both 
for  ourdireftion,  inftniftion  and  comfort. 

And  as  the  Scriptures  do  principally  teach  the  know* 
ledge  of  God,  and  our  duty,  as  the  principal  fubjeft; 
lb  they  do  principally  teach  it  above  other  teachings  or 
means,  ft  is  true,  that  the  very  light  of  nature  doth 
teach  us  much  of  what  is  to  be  known  concerning  God^ 
and  our  duty  to  him  :  As  namely,  That  there  is  a 
God,  and  that  there  is  but  one  God ;  that  this  God  is 
the  firft  caufe,  and  alfo  the  preferver  of  all  things  j 
that  he  is  eternal  without  beginning  or  end ;  infinite, 
fpiritual,  without  mixture,  moft  perfed ;  and  therefore 
moft  free-,  moft  powerful,  moft  holy,  moft  wife,  moft 
juft,  moft  bountiful  and  merciful.  And  upon  all  thefe 
grounds,  the  light  of  nature  tcacheth,  that  he  is  to  be  ho- 
noured, to  be  feared,  to  be  worfhipped,  to  be  obeyed. 
This  the  Apoftle  fhews  us.  *  For  the  invifible  things  of 
him '  from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  feen,  be- 

*  ing  underftood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his 
^  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  fo  that  they  are  without 

*  excufe  ^.'    And  this  light  of  nature  gives  this  mani- 
feftation  of  God,  1.  By  the  works  of  creation  and  pro- 

*  Rom.  i.  20. 
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vidence«-  2.  By  the  workings  of  the  confcience.  S*  By; 
ai  tradklonal  dehvery  over  of  fome  truths  from  man  to 
aian^  which  by  the  fludy  and  pains  of  fonie  wife  mei^ 
&nd, lawgivers,  raifed  up  by  the  providence  of  God|[ 
bave  been  perfefted  and  delivered  over  to  others. 

But  the  pre-eminence  of  the  Scriptures  in  their  in- 
Rruftiqn  cf  mankind  in  the  Itnowledge  of  God,  and 
his  Duty  to  God,  appears  partly  in  thefe  con* 
iiderations. 

1«  The  knowledge!  the  Scriptures  give  iri  thefe 
things,  is  more  eafy  to  be  attained  j  becaufe  it  fetsi 
down  thefe  truths  plainly,  that  the  mofl  ordinary  ca«4 
J>acity  may  underftand  :  Whereas  the  knowledge  of 
thefe  things  by  the  light  of  nature,  is  more  difficult, 
requires  much  obfervation,  and  induftry,  and  attention, 
deducihg  and  drawing  down  one  thing  from  another, 
and  fo  arriving  at  their  knowledge  by  much  pains,  and 
ftudy.     . 

2.  The  knowledge  of  thefe  things  delivered  by  thd 
Scripture  is  much  more  full  and  perfeSf  than  that  knbw^ 
ledge  which  can  be  attained  by  the  light  of  riatui^e,  as 
Appears  in  tb<^fe  two  refpefts.  1 .  Tnofe  things  con* 
cerning  God,  that  the  light  of  nature  doth  in  foirle 
meafure  difcover,  are  more  frilly,  completely  and 
clearly  difcovered  by  the  light  of  the  Scriptures^ 
S.  The  Scriptures  do  difcover  thofe  things  concerning 
God,  and  his  works,  and  ourfelves,  that  were  nevef 
difcovered  nor  indeed  difcoverable,  by  the  light  of 
hatiire  ;  which  as  they  are  of  the  grea»ft,importanc6 
to  be  known,  fo  being  difcovered  by  the  Scriptures  they 
do  wonderfully  clear  and  fatisfy  the  defeds  of  the  light 
of  natui-e.  As  for  inftance  in  both  kinds  ;  the  light 
of  nature  difcovers  that  there  is  a  God  J  biit  the  man- 
ner of  his  fubfiflience  in  Three  Perfons,  yet  in  Unity 
of  Effence,  is  only  learned  by  the  Scriptures.  The 
light  of  nature  difcovers,  that  he  is  the  Firft  Caufe  and  . 
Preferver  of  all  things  j  but  the  manner  how  all  things 
Were  produced,  and  when,  is  only  learned  by  th^- 
Scriptures,  The  light  of  nature  tells  us,  that  this 
VOL.  1.  y  God 
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Cr6d  18  to  be  worihlpped  and  obeyed ;   hut  in  Si/i^ 
manner  he  is  to  be  worihipped,  and  the  .pardculars  df 
his  commands  wherein  he  is  to  be  obeyed,  it  difcovers 
not,  or,   at  leaft,  very  darkly :    The  Scripttsre^  only 
(hew  us  clearly  the  manner  of  his  worlhip,  ,and  jthe 
certain  rule  of  our  obedience.     The  light  of  tiatnre 
(hews  us,  that  there  is  a  great  defeftion  and  diforder 
in  our  natures;  but  whence  it  did  arife,  orliow  itis 
to  be  helped,  the  Scriptiu*e  only  teacheth.     The  light 
of  nature  fheWs  us,  that  all  fin  is  an  offence  againfl:  the 
purify,  juflice  and  will  of  God,  and  therefore  deferves 
lis  anger  and'  difpleafure ;  but  how  the  guilt  of  fin  may 
be  done  away,  and  the  favour  of  God  again  procured, 
is  not  within  the  reach  of  the  light  of  nature  to  dif- 
fcover,  but  is  only  learned  from  the  Scriptures..    The 
Kght  of  nature  teacheth,  that  furely  there  is  -a  reward    ' 
for  the  righteous,  and  a  punifliriient  for  the  bbftinate 
finner ;  but  how  it  ihall  be  inflifted,  and  when,  and- 
how  mankind  fhall  be  put  into  a  capacity  of  recdving" 
rewards  and  punifhments  by  Refurreflion  from  the- 
Dead,  the  light  of  nature  difcovers  not,  or  at  leaft  but^ 
(darkly  and  diffidently,  and  confufedly ;  the  light  of 
the.  Scriptures  only  difcovers  all  plainly,  clearly,  and 
evidently.  *  Thefe  and  divers  other  truths  are  difcoyered 
in  the  Scriptures,  which  the  light  of  nature,  either  not 
.at  all,  or  if  at  all,  yet  but  darkly  pointed  at. 

3.  The  light  of  nature  is  very  uncertain,  and  eafily 
corrupted  eithpr  by  lufts  or  weaknefs,  or  variety  of  ima- 
ginations. And  from  hence  grew  all  the  falfe  gods, 
life  worfhips,  idolatries,  and  fuperftitions  among 
the  heathen,  that  were  only  led  by  the  light  of  nature, 
changing  the  truth  of  God  into  a  fie,  and  changing  the 
glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like 
to  a  corruptible  man  i.  But  the  light  of  the  Scriptures 
IS  an  unchangeable  J  Jlable^  fixed  lights  not  adulterated, 
.'npr  to  be  corrupted ;  but  though  men's  imaginations 
.andfancies  be  as  unftable  as  the  waters,  and  thereby 
corrupt  and  pervert  themfelves,  yet  the  light  of  the 

*  Rwn.  i.  23. 23. 
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^Bajphiras  c<^tiiiue  arm  and  ibble^  unohaogeable  in 
ihe  fticceffions  of  thoufands  of  generations. 

Now  fbi  things  that  the  Scriptures  thus  prsndpatfy 
itwcb^  are  two,  in  order  to  the  two  great  powers^  or 
jfacul^  6f  man.  I.  In  order  to  hk  underftan&igy 
What  is  to  be  believed,  and  to  be  beliercd  porindpatty 
' touching  God?  2.  I&  order  to  his  will,  or  pra&ical 
fecuky.  What  God  requires  to  be  done? 

*  As  touching  the  former,  What  is  to  be  believed? 
'Believing,  and'knonoledge,  and  vpinion,  dijffir  in  this : 

'■'■'  l^  Knowledge  is  that  whereby  we  certainly  know 

*  any  thing  to  be,  or  not  to  be,  by  oiir  fenfes,  or  realbn, 
-or -experience. 

\    2.  Opinion  is  a  doubtfttl  uncertain  perfuafion  of 

.  mind  that  iiny  thing  is,  oris  not;  yet  not  without .  a 

^mirture  of  doubting  or  ditouft. 

'3.  Belief  i^  a  certain  perfuafion  of  Ae  truth  of  any 

Hhing  U][)on  the  credit  and  audiority  of  another.  Noewr 
if  we  be  aflured,  that  whatfoever  tSod  feith,  is  nwfl 
pertainly  true  (as  needs  it  muft  be,  becaufe  Truth  is 
an  effential  attribute  of  God),  and  if  we  be  perfuaded 
furely,  that  thefe  Scriptures  are  the  Word  of  God, 
then  of  neceflity  we  muft  believe  whatfoever  Almighty 
God  in  the  Scriptures  reveals.  And  this  is  belief. 
So  that  the  very  fame  truth  that  may  be  known  by 
reafon  or  obfervation,  may  likewife  be  believed  as  re- 
vealed in  the  Word  of  God.  Though  many  things 
are  to  be  believed,  becaufe  revealed  in  the  Scriptures, 
which  cannot  be  fully  demonftrated  by  reafon.     Thus 

.  though  it  be  partly  evident  to  reafon  that  God  made 
the  world,  and  fo  is  the  obje£t  of  our  knowledge  ;  yet 
the  fame  truth  as  revealed  in  the  Scriptures,  is  to  b6 
believed,  and  fo  is  the  objefl:  of  our  faith.  *  Through 
^  faith  we  underftand  that  the  worlds  were  framed  by 
*  the  Word  of  God  ^  j'  that  is,  we  do  acknowledge  and 
fubfcribe  unto  it  as  true  ;  becaufe  God  in  the  Scrip- 
tures,  which  are  his  Word,  hath  revealed  and  difco- 
vered  it  unto  us. 

*  Hcb.  xi.  3% 
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And  as  touching  things  to  be  done,  the  duty  God 
requires  of  us,  here  is  the  difference  between  the  per^- 
formance  of  duties  by  a  man  believing  the  Scriptures 
and  another  man.  A  believer  doth  a  good  work  (for 
example,  a  work  of  mercy)  and  a  heathen,  or  another 
moral  man,  doth  the  fame  work ;  and  yet^  though  the 
ts^ork  be  for  the  matter  the  lame,  they  very  much 
differ  in  the  value :  The  believer  undemands  by  the 
Word  of  God,  that  it  is  a  duty  enjoined  him  of  God 
to  be  merciful,  as  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven  is  meT"^ 
qfvl\  he  believes  it  to  be  the  command  of  God^  and 
he  doth  it  in  obedience  to  that  command,  and  fo  it  is 
accepted  of  God ;  but  another  man  many  times  dot|i 
it  or  may  do  it  not  upon  the  fame  account,  but  it  may 
be  merely  upon  the  inclination  of  his  natural  temper, 
or  for  vain«glory ;  and  fo  it  is  not  fo  much  an  ad  of 
obedience  to  God  as  love  to  himfelf.  And  therefore 
in  the  former,  it  is  the  obedience  of  faith  ^  in  the  latter 
in  adioQ  of  nature. 
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REMEMBRING  OUR  CREATOR 

m 
THE  DAYS  OF  OUR  YOUTH. 


ECCLES.  xn.  1. 

REMEMBER  KOW  THY  CREATOR  IN  THE  DATS  OF 
THT  YOUTH,  WHILE  THE  EVIL  DAYS  COME  NOT^ 
MOR  THE  YEARS  DRAW  NIGH,  WHEN  THOU  SHALT 
SAY^  I  HAVE  NO  PLEASURE  IN  THEM. 

X  WO  ibmgs  are  principally  commended  to  us  in  this 
text.     1 .  A  Duty  enjoined.  To  remember  our  Creator. 

2.  The  \>rmQV^2\Jeafon  of  that  duty,  the  day^  cf  our 
youth.  Which  feafon  is  recommended  for  this  duty 
by  way  of  preference  above  the  evil  days ;  not  as  tf 
the  remembring  our  Creator  were  unfeafonable  at  any 
time  ;  but  becaufe  the  time  of  our  youth  is  more  fea- 
fonable  than  that  evil  time,  or  thofe  evil  days,  wherein 
we  fhall  lay,  fFe  have  no  pleqfure  in  them. 

I.  The  duty  enjoined,  is  to  remember  our  Creator i 
which  imports  tivo  things  :  1 ,  To  know  our  Creator ; 
for  we  cannot  remember  what  we  have  not  fome  know- 
ledge  of.  2.  To  remember  him,  often  to  call  him  to 
mind. 

1 .  The  former  part  of  this  duty  is  to  knew  our  Qrea* 
tor.  This  is  that  which  aged  David  recommended 
to  his  yoimg  fon  Solomon.  *  And  thou,  Solomon  my 
•  fon,  know  thou  the  God  of  thy  father  ^\    And  we 

^  ChroD.  xxvilt.  Q« 
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have  two  excellent  books^  wherein  the  knowledge  of 
God  is  difcovered  to  us;  the  book  of  bis  works  ^  the 
works  of  his  creation  and  providence ;  and  the  book  of 
his  word^  contained  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Tefiamenty  wherein  he  is  more  fully,  and  expli- 
citly, and  plainly  difcovered  unto  us  :  Thefe  books  we 
are  often  to  read  and  confider.  And  this  is  the  chief 
reafon,  why  underftanding  and  reafon  is  given  unto 
mankind,  and  not  unto  the  beajls  that  ferijh  ;  namely, 
that  we  might  improve  it  to  the  attaining  of  the  know- 
ledge of  Almighty  God,  in  the  due  confideration  of  the 
works  and  word  of  God :  And  hereby  we  learn  his 
eternity,  his  infinitenefs,  his  wifdom,  his  power,  his 
goodnefs,  his  juftice,  his  mercy,  his  all  fufficiency,  his 
fovereignty,  his  providence,  his  will,  his  purpofe  con- 
cefning  mankind,  his  care  of  them,  his  beneficence 
towards  them.  And  the  nature  of  this  knowledge  is  not 
barely  fpeculative,  but  it  is  a  knowledge  that  is  opera- 
tive, that  perfefts  our  nature,  that  conforms  it  to  the 
image  of  that  God  we  thus  know,  that  fets  mankind 
in  its  dUe  date  and  ftation,  keeps  it  in  its  juft  fubor- 
dination  unto  the  God  we  thus  know,  which  is  our 
greateft  perfeftion.  This  knowledge  muft  neceffarily 
make  us  love  him,  becaufe  he  is  good,  merciful,  boun* 
tiful,  beneficent ;  and  therefore  the  wife  man  choofeth 
to  exprefs  him  by  that  title  of  Cre^tor^  from  whom  we 
receive  our  very  being,  and  all  the  good  that  can  ac- 
company it.  This  knowledge  teacheth  us  to  be  thank- 
ful unto  him,  as  our  greateft  benefaftor ;  to  depend 
upon  him,  becaufe  of  his  power  and  goodnefs;  to 
fear  him,  becaufe  cf  his  power  and  juftice ;  to  obey 
him,  becaufe  of  his  power-  juftice,  and  fovereignty ;  to 
walk  before  him  in  fincerity,  becaufe  of  his  power, 
juftice  and  wildom.  In  fum,  the  feveral  attributes  of 
Almighty  God  do  ftrike  upon  the  choiceft  parts,  and 
faculties,  and  aft'eftions,  and  tendencies  of  our  hearts 
and  fouls,  and  do  tune  them  into  that  order  and  har- 
mony that  is  beft  fuitable  to  the  perfefting  of  our  na- 
ture, and  the  placing  of  them  in  a  right  and  juft  pof- 

ture. 
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ture,  bodi  in  relation  to  Almighty  God^  ourfelves  anc^ 
others. 

2.  Xhe  fecond  part  of  our  duty  is,  To  remember  our 
Creator  thus  known ;  which  is  to  have  the  fenfe  an4 
exercife  of  this  knowledge  always  abo\it  us ;  to  fdt 
Almighty  God  always  before  our  eyes,  frequently  to 
think  of  him,  to  make  our  application  to  him :  For 
many  there  are  that  may  have  a  knowledge  of  God, 
but  yet  the  exercife  of  that  knowledge  is  fufpended  j 
fometimes  by  inadvertence  and  inconfideratenefs,  fomq- 
times  by  a  wilful  abdication  of  the  exercife  of  that 
knowledge.  And  thefe  are  fuch  as  forget  God,  thai 
have  not  God  in  all  their  thpughts,  that  fay  to  the  Al- 
mighty, Depart  from  us^  we  defirc  not  the  knowledge  of 
thy  ways. 

The  benefits  of  this  rememhring  our  Creator  are  very 
great:  !•  It  keeps  the  foul  and  life  in  a  conftant,  ana 
true,  and  regular  frame.  As  the  want  of  the  knowledge, 
fo  the  want  of  the  remembrance  of  God,  is  the  caufe 
of  that  diforder  and  irregularity  of  our  minds  and  lives. 
2.  And  confequently,  the  beft  preventive  of  fin,  and 
apoftacy,  and  backfliding  from  God,  and  our  duty  to 
him.  S,  It  keeps  the  mind  and  foul  full  of  conftant 
peace  and  tranquillity ,  becaufe  it  maintains  a  conftant, 
humble  and  comfortable  converfe  of  the  foul,  with 
the  prefence  and  favour  of  God.  4.  It  renders  all 
conditions  of  life  comfortable,  and  full  of  content- 
ment, becaufe  it  keeps  the  foul  in  the  prefence  of 
God,  and  communicates  unto  it  continual  influxes  of 
contentment  and  comfort;  for  what  ca^  difturb  him, 
lyhp  by  the  continual  remembrance  of  his  Creator, 
hath  a  conftant  acquaintance  with  his  power,  gocdnefs 
and  all-fufficiency  ?  5.  Though  no  man  hath  ground 
enough  to  promife  to  himfelf  an  immunity  from  tem- 
poral calamities,  yet  certainly  there  is  no  better  ex- 
pedient in  the  world  to  fecure  a  man  againft  them, 
and  prefer ve  him  from  them  than  this :  for  the  naoft 
part  of  thofe  fharp  afflidions  that  befall  men,  are  but 
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to  make  them  remember  their  Creator  when  they  have 
forgotten  him,  that  he  may  open  their  ears  to  difci. 
pline,  and  awake  them  to  remember  their  Creator^ 
Read  Job  xxxiii.  A  man  that  keeps  about  him  the  re- 
membrance of  his  creator,  prevents,  in  a  great  mea^ 
fure,  the  neceflity  of  that  fevere  difciph'net  6,  In 
ihort,  this  remembrance  of  our  Creator,  is  an  antidote 
againft  the  allurements  of  the  world,  the  temptation  of 
Satan,  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  It  renders  the  beft 
things  the  world  can  afford  inconfiderable,  in  compari- 
fon  of  him  whom  we  remember ;  it  renders  the  worft 
the  world  can  do  but  little  and  contemptible ;  fo  long 
as  we  remember  our  Creator^  it  makes  our  lives  happy, 
our  deaths  eafy,  and  carries  us  to  an  everlafting  en^ 

{'oyment  of  that  Creator  whom  we  have  here  remem- 
)ered. 

The  injunction  of  the  duty  of  rememlring  our  Creut 
tor^  is  the  more  importantly  necejfary^  1 .  In  regard  of 
the  great  confequence  of  the  benefit  we  receive  from 
it,  as  brfore.  2,  In  regard  of  the  great  danger  of 
omitting  it.  The  truth  is,  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
mifcarriages  of  our  lives  are  occafioned  by  the  want  of 
the  remembrance  of  our  Creator ;  then  it  is  that  we 
fail  in  our  duty  when  we  forget  hin.  3.  In  regard  of 
the  many  temptations  this  world  affords  to  make .  us 
forget  our  Creator ;  the  pleafures,  and  profits,  and 
recreations,  and  preferments,  and  noife,  and  bufinefs  of 
this  life,  yea,  piany  of  them  which  are  in  themfelves 
and  in  their  nature  lawful,  are  apt  to  ingrofs  our 
thoughts,  our  time,  our  cares,  and  to  leave  too  little 
room  in  our  memory  for  this  great  duty  that  moft 
deferves  it,  namely,  the  remembrance  of  our  Creator. 
Our  memory  is  a  noble  cabinet,  and  there  cannot  be  a 
more  excellent  jewel  to  lodge  in  (it)  than  our  great 
and  bountiful  Creator ;  yet  for  the  mofl  part  we  fill 
this  noble  cabinet  with  pebbles  and  ftraws,  if  not  vsrith 
dung  and  filth ;  with  either  finful,  or  at  leafl  with  un- 
'  profitable,  impertinent,  trifling  furniture. 

2.  Ihejeajon  for  this  duty,  that  is  here  principally 

com- 
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commended,  is,  the  days  of  our  youth :  And  the  rea^ 
Jons  that  commend  that  feafon  for  this  duty  are  pria» 
cipally  thefe : 

I.  Becaufe  this  is  the  moft  accepted  time.  God 
Almighty  was  pleafed  under  the  old  law  to  intimate 
this,  in  (the)  refervation  to  himfelf  of  the  firft  fruits 
and  the  firft  bom,  and  furely  the  firft  fruits  of  our 
lives,  when  dedicated  to  his  remembrance,  are  beft 
accepted  to  him. 

•  2.  Becaufe  this  feafon  is  commonly  our  turning  fea^ 
Jm  to  good  or  evil.  And  if  in  youth  we  forget  our 
Creator,  it  is  a  very  great  difficulty  to  refume  our  duty : 
commonly  it  requires  either  very  extraordinary  grace, 
or  very  ftrong  afHiftion  to  reclaim  a  man  to  his  duty, 
whofe  youth  hath  been  feafoned  with  ill  principles,  and 
the  forgetfulnefs  of  God. 

3.  Becaufe  the  time  of  youth  is  moft  obnc:sious  to 
forget  God'y  there  is  great  inadvertency  and  inconfider- 

atenefs,  incogitancy,  unftablenefs,  vanity,  love  of  plea- 
fures,  eafmefs  to  be  corrupted,  in  youth ;  and  there-* 
fore  neceflary  in  this  feafon  to  lodge  the  remembrance 
of  our  Creator  in  our  youth,  to  be  an  antidote  againft 
thefe  defefts,  to  eftablifli  and  fix  the  entrance  of  our 
lives  with  this  great  prefervative,  the  remembrance  of 
our  Creator. 

4.  When  Almighty  God  lays  hold  of  our  youth  by 
a  timely  remembrance  of  himfelf,  and  thereby  takes 
the  firft  poffeffion  of  our  fouls,  commonly  it  keeps  its 
ground,  and  feafons  the  whole  courfe  of  our  enfuing 
lives;  it  prevents  and  anticipates  the  devil  and  the 
world.  It  is  true  it  may  poffibly  be,  that  natural  cor- 
ruption and  worldly  temptations  may  fufpend  the  ag- 
ings of  this  principle,  but  it  is  rarely  extinguifhed :  It 
is  like  that  abiding  feed  remaining  in  him,  fpoken  of 
by  John  *,  which  will  recover  him  again. 

5.  The  laft  reafon  is  becaufe  there  are  evil  days  that 
V^ill  certainly  coms^  which  will  render  this  work  of  re- 

^  1  John  iii.  0. 
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membring  our  Creator  difficult  to  be  firft  begun ;  and^ 
therefore  it  is  the  greateft  prudence  imaginable  to  layi 
in  this  ftock  before  they  come,  for  it  will  certainljr, ' 
ftand  us  in  great  ftead  when  they  come.  It  is .  the 
greateft  imprudence  in  the  world  to  defer  that  bufinefs 
which  is  neceffary  to  be  done,  xmto.  fuch  a  time  where- 
in it  is  very  diiEcult  to  be  done :  And  it  is  the  greateft 
prudence  in  the  world  to  do  that  work  which  muft  bcj 
^done  in  fuch  a  feafon  wherein  it  may  be  eafily  an4 
fafely  done.  He  that  lays  in  his  ftore  of  remembrance 
of  his  Creator  before  the  evil  day  come,  will  find  it  of 
the  greateft  ufe  and  fervice  to  him  in  that  evil  day. 

Now  thofe  evil  days  are  many,  and  all  of  them  befall 
fome,  but  fome  of  tliem  will  certainly  befall  all  man« 
kind. 

1.  An  evil  day  of  public  or  private  Calamities.  He 
that  beforehand  hath  laid  in  this  ftock  of  remembring 
his  Creator,  will  be  eafily  able  to  bear  any  calamity 
when  it  comes ;  but  a  man  that  hath  not  done  this  be- 
forehand, will  find  it  a  very  unfeafonable  time  to  begin 
to  fet  about  it,  when  fear,  and  anguifh,  and  perplexity, 
and  ftorms,  and  confiifion  are  roimd  about  him,  and 
take  up  all  his  thoughts. 

2.  The  evil  day  of  Sicknefs  is  an  unfeafonable  time» 
or  at  leaft  a  very  difficult  time  to  begin  fuch  a  bufinef& 
When  ficknefs,  and  pain,  and  diforder,  and  uneafmefs, 
Ihall  render  a  man  impatient  and  full  of  trouble,  and 
his  thoughts  full  of  diforder,  and  difcompofure,  and 
waywardnefs,  then  it  will  be  found  a  difficult  bufineis 
to  begin  the  remembrance  of  our  Creator.  It  is  true, 
no  time  is  utterly  unacceptable  of  God  for  this  work, 
but  furely  it  is  beft  to  begin  before  this  evil  day  come, 
for  then  it  will  be  a  comfort,  and  mitigate  the  pains  and 
difcompofure  of  ficknefs,  when  a  man  can  thus  refieft 
upon  his  life  paft,  as  Hezekiab  did  in  his  ficknefs  ;  i?if- 
member^  O  Lord,  that  I  have  not  failed  to  remember  my 
Creator  in  the  days  of  my  health. 

3.  The  evil  day  of  Old  and  Infirm  Age,  which  is  a 
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difeafe  and  burden  of  itfelf,  and  yet  it  is  ever  accompa- 
^nied  with  our  ficknefTeSypains  and  difeafes,  and  a  natural 
frowardnefs,  and  morolity,  and  difcontentednefs  of 
mind,  and  therefore  not  fo  feafonable  to  begin  the  un- 
dertaking of  this  work  as  the  flourifliing  ybuth.  And 
indeed,  a  man  cannot  reafonably  expeft,  that  the  great 
God,  who  invites  the  remembring  our  Creator  in  the 
days  of  our  youth,  and  hath  been  ungratefully  denied, 
fhould  accept  the  dregs  of  our  age  for  a  facrifice, 
when  we  have  negleded  the  thoughts  of  him  in  our 
ftrong  and  flourifliing  age.  But,  on  the  other  fide,  that 
man  that  hath  fpent  the  time  of  his  youth  and  ftrength 
in  the  remembrance  of  his  Creator,  may  with  comfort 
and  contentment  in  his  old  and  feeble  age,  refleft  upon 
his  pafl:  life  with  Hezekiah,  '  Remember,  O  Lord,  I 

*  pray  Thee,  that  I  have  not  failed  to  remember  1  hec 

*  in  the  days  of  my  youth  and  ftrength,  and  I  pray 

*  Thee  accept  of  the  endeavours  of  my  old  decayed 

*  age,  to  preferve  that  remembrance  of  Thee  which  I 

*  fo  early  began,  and  have  conftantly  continued,  and 
'  pardon   the  defefts  that  the  natural  decays  of  my 

*  ftrength  and  age  have  occafioned  in  that  duty.' 

4.  The  evil  day  of  Death.  When  my  foul  fits 
hovering  upon  my  lips  and  is  ready  to  take  it's  flight, 
when  all  the  world  cannot  give  my  life  any  certain 
truce  for  a  day,  or  for  an  hour,  and  I  am  under  the  coM 
embraces  of  death,  then  to  begin  to  remember  my 
Creator  is  a  difficult  and  unfeafonable  time :  but  when 
I  have  begun  that  bufmefs  early,  and  held  on  the  re- 
membrance of  my  Creator,  it  will  be  a  cordial  even 
againft  death  itfelf,  and  will  cany  my  foul  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  that  God,  which  I  have  thus  remembered  in 
and  from  the  days  of  my  youth  with  triumph  and  re- 
joicing. 

Briefly  therefore: 

1.  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth  ;  becaufe  thou  knoweft  not  whether  thou  flialt 
have  any  other  feafon  to  remember  him  :  death  may 
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overtake  thee,  and  lay  thee  in  the  land  of  forgetfiil- 
nefs :  Thy  fpring  may  be  thy  autumn,  and  thy  early 
bud  may  be  the  only  fruit  that*  mortality  niay  afford 
thee. 

2.  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth ; 
becaufe  it  is  a  time  of  invitation :  negleQ:  not  this  fea- 
fon,  becaufe  thou  knoweft  not  whether  ev^r  thou  fliak 
be  again  invited  to  it. 

S.  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth, 
that  thy  Creator  may  remember  thee  in  the  days  of 
thy  ficknefs  and  old  age,  and  in  the  evil  day. 

4.  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth, 
left  thy  Creator  negleft  thee  in  the  evil  day.  Ne- 
glefted  favours,  efpecially  from  thy  God,may  juftly  pro- 
voke him  never  to  lend  thee  more,  '  Becaufe  I  called, 

*  and  ye  refufed,  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and 

•  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  ^\ 

5.  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youthj^ 
becaufe  it  will  heal  the  evil  of  evil  days  ;  when  they 
come,  it  will  turn  thofe  days  that  are  in  themfelves  evil, 
to  become  days  of  eafe  and  comfort ;  it  will  heal  the 
evil  of  the  day  of  affliftion,  of  ficknefs,  of  old  age, 
and  of  death  itfelf ;  and  make  it  a  pafTage  into  a  better^ 
a  more  abiding  life. 

>  Pjoy.  i.  24,  sa. 
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UNCLEANNESS  OF  THE  HEART, 


AND  HOW  IT  IS  cleansed; 


tSAL.  51.  10. 

CORMUNjDUM  CREA  IN  ME  i)EUSy, 

Xtti9  prayer  imports  or  leads  tis  into  the  conJid€r^im 
rf  ihefe  things :  !•  What  the  condition  of  every  man's 
heart  is  by  nature  i  it  is  a  foul  and  uncleah  heairtw 
2.  Wherein  confifts  this  uilcleanhefs  of  the  heart*  0» 
What  is  the  ground  or  caufe  of  this  uncleannefe  of  dfe 
heart.  4.  Whence  it  is  that  the  condition  of  fhe  heart 
is  changed :  it  is  an  aft  of  divine  omniptot^ce.  '  S^ 
What  is  the  condition  of  a  heart  thus  deanfed,  or 
herein  die  cleannefs  of  the  heart  confifts*  '•  > 

I,  If  the  heart  muft  be  created  anew  before  it  can 
be  a  clean  heart,  certainly,  before  it  is  thus  uew^foml- 
ed,  it  is  an  impure  and  unclean  heart.  And  tins' thsit  Is 
liere  implied,  is  frequently  in  the  Scriptures  direftly 
affirmed :  '  The  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  the 

*  heart  of  man  is  only  evil  continually  ^ :  The  heart  is 
.  *  deceitful  above  all-things,  and   defperately  wicked, 

*  who  can  know  it  s  ?'     '  Out  of  the  heart  proceed 

*  evil  thoughts,  adulteries  gcc^.'  And  indeed  all  the  evib 
that  are  in  the  world,  are  but  evidences  of  the  impurity 
of  the  heart,  that  unclean  fountain  and  original  of 
them. 

II.  Concerning  the  fecond  j  wherein  the  uncleannfjs 
of  the  heart  confifts.  The  heart  is  mdeed  the  crajis^ 
or  coHeftion  of  all  the  powers  of  the  foul  in  the  full 

.  ■  Mak«  me  a  clean  heart,  O  Cod.    ».  Gen.  yi.  S.    '  Jer.  xvii.  9-     . 
^  Mark  Tii.  1?1.  "  •        .    -  ^  * 
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extent  of  it ;  and  therefore  takes  in  not  only  the  will 
and  affeOions,  but  the  underftanding  and  confcience, 
and  accordingly  hath  its  denomination  proper  to  thofe 
fetpral  faculties,  as  a  wife  heart,  a  fooiifh  he^it,  a  be- 
lieving heart,  an  unbelieving  heart,  an  hard  heart,  a 
foft  heart,,  and  the  like.      But  anfwerable    to  ^^ 
propriety  of  the  epithet  clean  or  unclean,  it  princi- 
pally concerns  the  heart  under  the  notion  of  will  or 
defire,  and  the  confe^ueiftts  That  are  thereupon ;  and 
confequently  according  to  the  propriety  of  application, 
a  clean  heart  is  fucK  a  h^art  ^  hath  clean  defires  and 
affefUons  ^  an  unclean  heart  is  that  which  hath  unclean 
and  impure  defires,  a  heart  fiill  ofevil  cdnciipifcence. 
And  becaufe  the  cleanneis  or  unclqannefs  ,of  the  defii^ 
are,  Renominated  from  their  objects  \  and  not  from  die 
^Se£tioQ^  or  defires  fhemfelves^  wtiph    are  diverfi- 
.fied  ^cGordJirg  to  their  obje^ ;  hence  it  is  that  a  heart, 
^d]i^t  fixeth  its  <]eiares  'Uppn  pure  aiod  clean  obje&s,  it 
is  fsdd  \x\  that  ad  to  be  a  clean  heart ;  and  that  which 
fixeth  ks;  defires  upon  uoclean  or  jUnpure  objeds^  h 
•an  .Kuid^jn  heart  in  that  a£t :   T{ierefoxe^  *beiore  we 
can  deteripine  whast  an  unclean  heart  ^^  it  is  nec^fiai^ 
J;q  know,  what  are  unclean  ohjeSts^  ,the  tendency  of  the 
defires,. of  the  hear?  >?^ereuiito,  dptti  denominate  ap 
micleaia 'heart.    Generally,  whatfpeyef  is  a"  thing*  jirb- 
.liibited  ty  the  command  of  Grbd^    carries  in  It  ato 
.  immuhditieSf  *  an  impurity  and  uncleahijiefs  in  it : '   But 
that  is  not  the  uncleahnels  principally  intended :   it  |s 
more  large  aind  fpaciou^  than  the  intent  of  the  tfejft 

*  bears :    but    there  are  certain    lu'fts  and  impure  ^r 
^immoderate  propenfions  jn  our  natures  after  Qeitai;^ 

objefts,  which  come  under  the  name  o^/^J<f^;i;/i^j, 

•  and  tjaofe  are  of  twQ  kinds,  the  lufl:  of  the  lUind;  ajtfd 
theluftof  the  Hefh;  for  fo  they  are  called  and  diftlri- 
-guifhed  by  the  Apoftle.  The  lujis  of  the  mind  are  fucTi 
as  have  their  aftivity  principally  in  the  mind,  though 
they  nuy  have  their  improvements  by  the  crafis  ahd 
conftitution  of  the  body  :  a,s  the  lutt  of  envy,  revenge, 
hatfed,  pride,   vain-glory  j    thfefe  are  more  ,3jpiritual 

iufts  J 
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kifts ;  land  therefore  though  they  are  more  de^lifh, 
yet  they  ate  not  properly  fo  unckan,  as  thofe  we  after 
mention.  The  lujis  of  the  Flejh^  are  fuch  lufts  as  arife 
from  pur  fenfual  appetiteis  after  fenfual  objefts ;  as  th^ 
kift  after  meats,  drink,  and  carnal  pleafures.  And 
allthongh  thefe  objeSs  are  not  in  themfelves  finful,  nor 
corfequently  the  appetites  of  them  unlawful,  (for  they 
irfe^ifrted  in  oiir  nature  by  the  wife  and  pure  God  of 
Mtttfre,  to  nlofl:  necieffary  and  excellence  ends ;  for 
<he  |>r^rvtiti6nofourfelves  and  our  kind)  yet  they  do 
accidentally  becbhie  impurities  and  uncleannefs  to  us, 
wl^eh  inbrdiniatfefy  aifFefted  or  afted.  And  thefe  are 
tbok^UJtclean  bijelfj^  the  defires  whereof  do  denomi* 
hate  zn-wiclean-beart ;  biit  principally  the  latter,  the 
Iafl:»df  carnal  contiupifcence,  called  by  the  fcriptures  Jtt 
an  eminent  manneir,  ^  the  luft  of  the  flefli  i,*  '  fleflily 

*  -lufts,  that  fight  kgainft  the  foul  2/  «  walking  aftet 

*  the  flefli  in  the  lufts  of  uncleannefs  3,*  perchance 
bearing  -Ibme  analogy  to  thofe  legal  uncleannefles  in 
the  -Levirical  law,  efpecially  to  thofe  of  Levit.  xv. 
Even*  the  very  natural  infirmities ;  nay,  thofe  that  are 
fiat :blily  tolerated  but  allowed,  <:arry  in  them  a  kiiid 
bf  impurity  and  uncleannefs.  And  hence  grow  thofe 
riiany  legal  impurities  which  difabled  the  J^wj  from 
cdmihg  into  the  camp  or  tabernacle  till  they  were  pu* 
Hfied,  as  that  of  the  leprofy,  touching  of  dead  bodies^ 
unclean  iflues,  uncleannefs  after  child-birth,  unclean- 
iiefe  of  natural  commixions  4-,  the  uncleannefs  of  j>a- 
ttiral  feceflions  5,  the  waftiings  oi  Aaron  and  his  fons^; 
All  which  are  but  emblems  of  the  impurity  of -the 
heart,  and  of  the  great  care  that  is  to  be  ufed  in  the 
keeping  of  it  clean  :  And  the  reafon  is  morally  and 
iSxcelliently  given,  '  For  the  Lord  thy  God  walketh 
'  in  the  midft  of  the  camp,   to  deliver  thee,  and  to 

*  give  up  thine  enemies  before  thee :    therefore  fliaH 

*  thy  camp  be  holy,  that  he  fee  no  unclean  thing  in 

*  thee,  and  turn  a\vay  from  thee  7/  The  conclufion 

*jolm  ii.  l6.-«P«t.  it  11.  '  aPet.ii.  10  *  Lev.  xv.  18.  Exodus fx.  16., 
*'D«iit.  xxiii.  15,  14.  ^Exod.  xxx.  20,^     ^  Deut.  xxiii.  14. 
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thereof  is,  that  this  carnal  concupifcence,  the  lufl:  o^ 
the  flefh  predominate  in  the  heart,  is  that  which  princi- 
pally and  by  way  of  eminence,  in  refpeft  of  the  fubje& 
matter  of  it,  denominates  an  imclean  heart.  But  in  as 
much  as  this  concupifcence  hath  fi3mewbat  in  it  that 
is  natmnl,  and  confequently  is  not  fimply  of  hfelf  fin  or 
uncleannels  therefore  it  is  requifite  to  give  a  denomina^ 
tion  of  unclcannefs  and  impurity  to  thofe  defires,  that 
there  be  fome  formaUties  requisite  to  the  denomination 
pJF  this  to  be  unclean  and  finful,  which  is,  when  thofe 
defires  are  not  in  fubjedion  to  right  reafon }   for  it 
being  a  proceed  of  the  inferior  fs^culties,  the  fenfual 
jippetite ;  when  the  fame  is  not  in  fvibordination  to  thaC 
empire  which  God  has  given  the  more  heavenly  aad 
poble  powers  of  the  foul,  it  becomes  confufion  and 
inverting  of  the  order  of  nature  ;  and  this  is  princip^y 
dif covered  when  thefe  defires  are,    1 .  Immoderate :  2^ 
Unfcafonable  :  3.  Without  their  proper  end  :  4.  Irrie* 
gular :   5.  Unruly,  and  without  the  bridle  of  reafon.   -: 
IIL  The  caujes  of  this  uncleannefs  of  the  heart  are 
principally  thefe  two  :  1 .  The  impetuoufnefs  and  con^ 
nual  Solicitations  of  the  fenfual  appetite,  which  coBh 
tinually  fends  up  its  foul  exhalations  and  (teems  into 
the  heart,  and  thereby  taints  and  infeds  it.     The  foul 
of  man  is  like  a  kind  of  fire,  which  if  it  be  fed  with  clean 
and  fweet  materials,  it  yields  fweet  and  comfortable 
fumes ;  but  if  it  be  fed  with  impure,  unclean,  and  ftink*' 
ing  oil  and  exhalations,  it  is  tainted  with  them,  and 
makes  unfavoury  thoughts,  which  are  a  kind  of  fiime 
that  rife  from  this^re ;  and  therefore  if  the  diftena- 
per  of  the  body,  or  fenfual  appetite,  fend  up  choleric 
fteems  into  this  facred   fire,  it  yields  nothing   but 
thoughts  of  anger  and  indignation ;  if  it  fends  up  me- 
lancholy and  earthly  fumes,  it  fills  the  foul  with  black 
and  difmal,  and  difcontented  thoughts :  If  it  fend  up> 
as  moft  ordinarily  it  doth,  fenfual  and  flefhly  fteems, 
it  fills  the  heart  with  ftofual  and  wanton  thoughts.  2. 
The  weaknefs  and  defeft  of  the  imperial  part  of  the 

foul^ 
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Ibidf  the  reafon  and  underftanding,  and  this  defed  is 
commonly  upon  thefe  two  occafions.  1  •  The  foul  wants 
a  clear  fenfe  and  judgment,  that  thefe  defires  are  not 
fit  to  be  gratified,  but  to  be  denied,  at  leaft,    when 
they  become  immoderate  or  unfeafonable.     It  is  or- 
dinarily our  infirmity  to  judge  of  things  as  they  are 
at  prefent ;  and  therefore  if  the  prefent  prefents  itfelf 
pleafing  or  difpleafing,  we  accorcfingly  entertain  it,  or 
refufe  it  without  any  due  profpeft  to  the  event  or  ftate 
of  things  at  a  diftance,  either  becaufe  we  know  it  not^ 
or  believe  it  not,  or  regard  it  not.     If  a  man,  being 
-folicited  to   unwarrantable    or    unfeafonable    carnal 
pleafures,  hath  not  a  profpeft  that  the  end  thereof  will 
be  bitternefs ;  or  if  he  have  fuch  a  profpeft,  yet  he  be- 
lieves it  not ;  or  if  he  do,  yet  if  his  judgment  prefers 
the  fatisfeaion  of  a  prefent  luft  before  the  avoiding  of 
an  endlefs  pain,  it  is  no  wonder,  if  he  fubmit  to  the 
folicitation  of  his  fenfual  appetite.     2,  But  if  the  judg- 
ment be  right,  yet  if  the  fuperior  and  more  noble  part 
of  the  foul  have  not  courage  and  refolution  enough  to 
give  law  to  the  inferior,  but  yields,  and  fubmits,  and 
becomes  bafe,  the  fenfual  appetite  gets  the  throne,  and 
captivates  reafon,  and  rules  as  it  pleafeth ;  and  this  is 
commonly  the  condition  of  the  foul  after  a  fall :    For 
the  fenfual  appetite  once  a  viftor,  becomes  imperious, 
and  emafculates^  and  captivates  the  fuperior  faculty  to  a 
continued  fubjeftion.     And  this  is  the  reafon  why, 
"when  luft  of  any  kind,  efpecially  that  of  the  flefli,  hav- 
ing gotten  the  maftery,    makes  a  man  endued  with 
reafon  and  underftanding,  yet  infinitely  more  intem- 
perate and  impure  than  the  very  beafts  themfelves, 
"which  have  no  fuch  check  or  advantage  of  reafon : 
For  thofe  noble  faculties  of  phantafy,  and  imagination, 
and  memory,  and  reafon  itfelf,    being  proftituted  to 
luft,  doth  bring  in  all  the  advantages  of  its  own  per- 
fection to  that  fervice,  and  thereby  fins  beyond  the 
extent  of  a  bare  fenfual  creature ;    the  very  reafoa 

'  enervates. 
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itfelf  invents  new  and  prodigious  lufls,  and  provifions  for 
them,  and  fulfillings  of  them ;  the  phantafy  improves 
them ;  the  heart  and  thoughts  feed  upon  them ;  and  fo 
by  that  very  perfection  of  his  nature,  which  was  placed 
in  him  to  command  and  regulate  thefe  lufts  or  defires  of 
the  fenfual  appetite,  become  the  moft  exquifiteandinduf- 
trious  advancer  of  them,  and  makes  a  man  infinitely 
Worfe  than  a  bead  :  For  a  beaft  hath  no  anteced^it  fpe- 
culations  of  his  lull,  no  provifions  for  them,  but  when 
the  opportunity,  and  his  own  natural  propenfic«is  incline 
him  to  them;  when  he  haih  fulfilled  his  luft,  thinks  no 
more  of  it :  but  man,  by  the  advantage  of  his  reafon, 
his  phantafy,  his  memory,  makes  provifions  for  his 
luft  ;  yields  up  his  thoughts  to  fpeculation  of  them ; 
ftudies  ftratagems  and  contrivances  to  fatisfy  them.  So 
that  by  how  much  his  nature  is  the  more  perfeft,  his 
fenfual  lufts  are  the  more  exquifite  and  unfatiable : 
and  by  this  means  his  heart  becomes  unclean,  a  very 
ftew  of  wantonnefs  and  impurity,  a  box  full  of  nothing 
but  ftinking  and  unfavoury  vapours  and  fl:eems,  the 
very  fink  and  receptacle  of  all  the  impure  defires  of 
the  flefh,  where  they  are  cherifhed  and  entertained, 
and  fublimated  into  impurities  more  exquifite,  and 
yet  more  filthy,  than  ever  the  fenfual  appetite  could 
arrive  unto' ;  and  this  is  an  unclean  hearts 

And  upon  thefe  confiderations  a  man  may  eafily  fee 
hov^r  little  ground  there  is  for  to  think  there  fliould  be  a 
communion  between  Almighty  G(xi,  or  his  moft.  holy 
fpirit,  with  a  man  thus  qualified  :   1 .  The  heart,  as  it  is 
the  feat  of  the  defires,  is  the  only  fit  facrifice  to  be  of- 
fered up  to  God;-  as  it  is  the  chamber  of  our  thoughts, 
it  is  the  oiily  iit  room  to  entertain  him  in  ;    as  it  is^ 
tlic  fountain  of  our  aftions,  the  fitteft  par{  to  be  af- 
filled  with  the  fpirit  of  God  ;  it  is  the  only  fit  thing  that 
we  can  <pve  to  God  ;    and  indeed  the  only  thing  in. 
etfeft  that  he  roqiiiivs  of  us.     2.  Again,  that  God  is  a. 
moft  pure  God,    liis  fpirit  a  moft  pure  and  delicate 
fpirit ;  let  auv  man  then  ju-  ige,  whether  fuch  a  nafty,  im- 
pure, unclean  hjan.  is  a  fit'iacrilicc  to  be  offered  to  fuch  ^ 

God« 


and  bow  it  is  CUanfed.  .  S99 

God^  6r  a  fit  receptacle  for  fudh  a  fpirit.  It  theSrefore 
imports  fuch  a  man,  that  hopes  to  have  communion 
with  God,  to  have  his  heart  iii  a  better  temper.  Again, 
it  fe^ns  more  than  probable  to  me,  that  as  a  body  fed 
with  poifonous  and  unwholfome  food,  niuft  needs  by 
fuch  a  diet  contrad  foulnefs  aiid  putrefaciion,  fo  the 
very  foul  of  man,  which  hath  fo  ft  rid:  a  conjunftion 
with,-  and  union  to  the  body,  by  continual  converfa- 
tion  with  and  fubjeftion  to  fuch  uncleanly  and  fleflily 
thoughts,  receives  a  tindure  and  an  embafement  by 
them,  which  if  there  were  no  other  hell,  muft  needs 
make  it  miferable  in  its  feparation,  upon  thefe  two  re- 
fpefts- ;  upon  the  confideration  of  that  uglidiefs  which 
it  hath  contracted  by  thofe  impure  converfations,  and 
which  it  might  have  avoided,  if  it  had  in  the  body 
cxercifed  its  proper  empire  over  them.  2.  By  that  dif- 
appointment  which  it  finds  in  the  ftate  of  feparation 
from  the  fulfilling  and  fatisfying  thofe  fenfual  in- 
clinations, which  it  effedted  here,  and  now  carrieth 
with  it,  but  ftands  utterly  difappointed  of  any  fatis- 
faftion  of  them. 

:  IV.  We  confider  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  a  heart, 
thus  naturally  unclean,  is  cleanjed^  which  in  general  is 
by  a  reftitution  of  the  foul  to  its  proper  and  native  fo- 
vereignty  and  dominion  over  the  fe/ilual  appetite,  and 
thofe  lufts  that  arifc  from  the  conftitution  of  the  body, 
and  the  connexion  of  the  ^  foul  to  it.  And  tliis  refti* 
tution  is  anfwerable  to  the  depravation  or  impotence 
whereby  the  foul  is  fubjefted  and  captivated  under  thofe 
lufts,  which  are  principally  thefe  following- : 

1.  The  firft  ground  of  the  impotency  of  the  foul, 
in  fubduing  of  the  fenfual  appetite,  is  in  the  underftand- 
ing,  which  is  fo  far  weakened  or  darkened  by  natural 
corruption,  that  it  is  ready,  in  point  of  judgment,  to 
prefer  the  prefent  fruition  of  corporal  pleafures,  and 
the  (atisfaftion  of  the  fenfual  appetite,  before  the  de- 
nying of  it ;  for  it  fees  and  finds  a  prefent  content- 
ment in  the  former,  but  fees  not  the  danger. and  in- 
convenience that  will  enfue  upon  it,  nor  the  benefit 
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and  advantage  that  will  enfue  upon  a  due  reftramt  atid 
moderation  of  them ;  it  finds  a  prefent  contentment  and 
{atis&£tion  in  the  one,  but  it  hath  not  the  profp^  €i 
the  other ;  or  if  it  have,  yet  the  conviftion  thereof  is 
fo  weak  and  imperfed,  that  the  pleafures  of  iin  fw  a 
feafon  do  overcome  and  fubdue  it.  For  the  cure  there- 
fore of  this  error  and  impotency  ^  in  the  judgment  there 
ought  to  be,  1 .  A  conviSiion  that  there  is  a  danger  and 
inconvenience  that  will  certainly  attend  the  dominicHi 
of  luft  over  the  foul ;  and  a  benefit  and  advantage 
that  will  attend  the  viftory  of  the  foul  over  thde 
hifts. 

2.  And  becaufe  there  may  be  an  inconvenience  in 
the  former,  and  a  benefit  in  the  latter,  but  yet  not 
fuch  as  may  with  confiderable  advantage  preponde* 
rate  the  contentment  *  of  lufl,  [[which  is  prefent  and 
fenfible]  there  ought  to  be  a  conviftion  of  fuch  an 
inconvenience  in  the  former,  and  fuch  a  benefit  in  the 
latter,  as  may  mofl  evidently  and  clearly  preponderate 
the  contentment  and  advantage  of  the  fatisfying  of  a 
luft. 

3.  And  becaufe,  though  thefe  inconveniencies  and 
benefits  be  never  fo  great,  yet  if  there  be  but  a  faint, 
and  weak  and  imperfeft  conviftion  of  it,  it  will  work 
but  a  weak  refiftance  againft  the  invafions  and  rebel- 
lions of  luft,  and  a  fenfible  prefent  enjoyment  of  what 
delights  will  eafily  preponderate  the  weak  and  faint, 
and  imperfeO:  conviftions,  or  fufpicions  rather  of  what 
is  future :  It  is  neceffary  that  fuch  conviftions  fhould 
h^  founds  deep^  and  Jirong ;  or  otherwife  they  will  be 
but  fluggifh  and  languifhing  opponents  againft  the 
rhetoric  of  lufts,  that  yield  a  prefent  delight  of  advan* 
tage. 

4.  And  becaufe  though  the  convidtions  are  never  fo 
ftrong,  yet  if  they  be  not  accompanied  with  conftancy, 
vigilancy,  and  fupplemental  excitations,  as  the  oppor- 
tunity requires,  the  conftant  and  perpetual  importu- 
nity of  luft  may  happen  upon  a  time  of  intenniffion, 

^  weak  influence.  '  over  the  gratification. 
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and  ffaux  am  advantage  againft  a  foul  habitually  thua 
convmced ;  it  is  further  neceffary  that  there  be  zfre^, 
quen^j  camfiant  aSting  of  that  conviilion  upon  the  foul^ 
or  otherwife  it  may  be  entangled  by  the  af^duous  im* 
portunities  of  his  lufts. 

Thefe  things  being  thus  premifed,  it  is  neceflary  to 
fee  what  kind  of  means  it  muft  be  that  mufl:  work  fuch 
a  conviction  of  fuch  weight  and  evidence,  that  may 
reflify  the  judgment  in  reference  to  this  contefl;  with 
the  fenfual  appetite,  and  aduate  fuch  a  convi£tion  to. 
attaui  its  due  effect.     Moral  pbilo/o^hy  contains  in  it 
excellent  precepts  and  reafonings  to  the  fubjefting  of 
the  fenfual  appetite,  to  the  dictate  of  reafon,  and  to  a 
moral  cleanfing  of  the  heart : .  But  it  cannot  attain  its 
end  ;  for  though  it  propounds  inconveniendes  on  the 
one  fide,  and  conveniencies  on  the  other,  yet  they  have 
great  d^eds  that  make  it  ineffedual :    The  things 
which  it  propofeth,    are  in  themfelves    of  unequal 
weight  to  the  pleafure  and  content  of  fatisfying  the 
fenfual  appetite ;    viz.    On  the  one  fide,    fame  and 
glory,  an,d  reputation,  and  ferenity  of  mind ;  on  the 
other  fide,  the  bafenefs  of  luft,  in  comparifon  of  the 
excellency  of  reafon,  that  it  is  a  thing  common  to  us 
with  the  beafts ;  and  fuch  like.  And  therefore,  though 
thefe  be  fine  notions,  and  fuch  as  may  be  weighty 
with  old  men,  whofe  lufts  have  left  them  ;  yet  to  young 
men  they  import  nothing*    And  therefore  the  philofo- 
pher  well  provides  for  it  by  determining,  that  Juvenis 
non  eft  idoneus  auditor  moralis  philojophia  *,  and  confe- 
quently  it  is  a  kind  of  phyfic,  that  may  be  good  for 
diem  that  need  it  not,  but  of  no  ufe  for  them  that 
want  it :    For  the  truth  is,  the  fame  and  the  infamy 
are  not  of   weight  equivalent   to  counterpoife  the 
latisfadion  of  a  luft  in  thofe  that  are  inclinable  to 
them. 

2.  Another  great  defed  in  the  things  propounded 
is  this,  that  is  alfo  common  to  human  laws,  that  though 

'  Lectures  on  moral  philosophy  make  a  feeble  impression  on  the 
minds  of  youth. 
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they  may  be  of  fome  efficacy  to  prevent  the  extertiaJ 
ifl:,  wheti  it  meets  with  infemy  in  the  aftion,  or  repu^ 
tation  in  the  forbearing,  yet  it  doth  inevitably  give  z 
difpenfation  to  fin,  if  committed  with  fecrecy ;  much 
lefs  doth  it  at  all  cleanfe  the  heart  from  the  love  of  luft, 
flte  ddight  in  it,  the  contemplation  of  it.  We  are 
therefore  to  fearch  for  a  higher,  or  more  effe£fual  convic^ 
Hon  than  'this  ;  and  therefore,  1 .  We  muft  fee  whethei* 
fhere  be  any  thing  that  propounds  fomething  that  may 
6verbialahce  the  advantage  of  liift,  or  the  love  of  it  in 
the  heart.  2.  A  means  of  conviftion  of  the  truth  smd 
reality 'of  the  thing  fo  propounded. 

For  the  former,  It  is  apparent  that  the  Sacred  Script 
tures,  and  they  alone,  do  furnifh  us  with  fuch  niate^ 
rials ;  •  prohibiting  not  only  the  ads  of  luft,  but  alfo  thd 
very  motions  and  inclinations  to  it,  the  dcfires  of  tfe^ 
heart  of  it,  the  love  of  the  heart  to  it ;  and  this-  unde^ 
pain  of  thedifpleafureof  God,  Everlafting  Death,  HeH 
IPire  on  the  onefde ;  on  the  other  fide,  in  cafe  of  obe- 
dience to  this  command,  the  Favour  of  God,  Everlaft- 
ing Life,  and  Happinefs :  And  in  order  to  the  difcover- 
ing  whether  our  hearts  walk  in  fincerity,  according 
to  the  command  of  God,  aflures  us  that  God  be- 
holds and  obfervcs  the  motions,  dcfires,  inclinations', 
thoughts  and  purposes  of  our  heart,  and  will  one  day  lay 
them  open,  zvhen  thefecrets  of  all  hearts  fhati  be  re- 
vealed. And  thefe  are  things  that  are  of  fiich  a  rla- 
ture  as  preponderates  all  the  good  that  can  be  in  luft  ; 
fumiflies  the  foul  with  arguments  againft'  it,  as  cairies 
thunder  in  them.  2.  And  that  thefe  may  be  effectu- 
ally afferitcd  to  by  the' foul,  \^ddiout  which  they  im- 
J)ort  nothing  to  the  end  we  fpcak  of,  there  are  thefe 
effedual  means,  which  Almighty  God  affordis  usi 
Firft,  The  word  of  God,  which  does  not  only  contain 
niaterials  and  perfuafions  for  the  cleanfing  of  the  heart, 
but  alfo  a  high  evidence  of  the  truth  and  reality,  and 
benefit  of  thSfe  materials  and  perfuafions.  Itis  a  con- 
vincing and,  a  cleanfing  word :  '  Ye ^are  unclean  through 
*  the  word  which  I  have  fpoken  unto  you  V.  Secondly, 
•    • '  »  John  XV.  3.  A  high 
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A  high  congruity  of  the  word  of  God,  in  relation  to  a 
fature  life  of  rewards  and  punifliments,  unto  tlie  vefy 
lentiinents  of  reafon  and  the  light  of  nature  itfelf ;  the 
fenfe  of  which  life  of  future  rewards  and  punilhments^ 
carries  with  it  not  only  a  convidion  of  the  great  advan- 
tage of  a  clean  heart  above  an  unclean  heart,  but  alfo 
a  very  efFedual  motive  to  the  cleanfing  of  the  hearty 
greater  and  more  vigorous  than  all  the  arguments  of 
the  beft  philofopher5.  Thirdly,  The  powerful  Spirit 
e/Gcd  works  up  in  the  foul  an  affent  unto  them  ;  and 
diat  of  fuch  a  ftrength  as  is  no  lefs  convincing  than 
fcience  itfelf,  which  is  Faith :  And  therefore  Faith 
thus  "wrought,  purifies  the  heart  as  well  as  the  life. 
3.  And  for  a  conftant  and  unintermitted  application 
and  reminding  us  of  thefe  truths,  God  is  pleafed  to 
affift  us  with  the  continual  affifting  Grace  of  his  Spirit, 
afting  in  and  by  the  confcience,  which  is  in  a  great 
meafure  cleanfed,  quickened,  and  aftuated,  which 
watcheth  us  and  our  very  thoughts,  and  chides  them, 
reminding  us  of  thefe  great  truths  which  we  have  re- 
ceived ;  and  thereby  aftuating  and  afting  our  faith  of 
thefe  truths,  as  often  as  the  occafion  offers  itfelf. 

5.  And  by  this  means,  1 .  The  intelleflual  power  of 
the  foul  is  reftored  in  a  great  meafure  to  its  primitive 
dominion,  or  at  leafl  is  qualified  ai'ight  in  order  to  the 
exercifing  of  it. 

2.  The  Will,  wherein  indeed  the  empire  of  the  fpul 
is  principally  feated,  is  likewife  rellored  to  its  domina- 
tion and  rule. 

1.  Partly  by  thefe  impreffions,  which  are  as  before 
received  by  the  U.  derftanding  and  the  pratlical  deter- 
mination thereof:  For  it  is  clearly  prefented  now  to 
her,  that  it  is  the  greater  good  to  deny  luft  both  in  the 
practice  and  love  of  it,  than  to  entertain  it ;  and  confe- 
quently  the  will  moves  towards  the  greater  good, 
according  to  its  proper  and  natural  inclination. 
2.  There  is  yet  a  furdier  effect  wrought  upon  the  vfill, 
viz.  The  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrilt,  the  end  of  his 
death,  to  redeem  us  fr6m  thefe  luits,  whereby,  even 
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by  an  obligation  of  gratitude,  it  takes  up  refolutioxift: 
of  obeying  him.  This  truth,  though  it  be  firft  re- 
ceived in  the  underftanding,  and  entertained  by  faiths 
yet  it  doth  immediately  work  upon  the  will  and  aflfec- 
tions  ;  viz.  An  averfion  to  that  luft  that  crucified  her 
Saviour,  and  which  the  fame  Saviour,  upon  the  endear-* 
ment  of  his  own  blood,  begs  us  to  crucify.  3,  There  ki 
yet  a  further  work  upon  the  will  by  the  fecret  and  pow-i 
erfiil  working  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  ftrengthening,  and 
perfuading,  and  reftoring  it  to  its  liberty  and  juft  fove^. 
leignty  over  the  fenfual  appetite. 
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THE  Great  Creator  gave  to  brutes  the  lighl 
Of  fenfe  and  natural  indind;  that  might 
Condu£l  them  in  a  fenfu^il  life ;  by  this 
They  fleer  their  courfe,  and  very  rarely  mifi 
Their  inftituted  rule,  nor  yet  rejeft 
Its  guidance,  or  its  influence  negle£c. 
But  the  Creator's  great  Beneficence 
Gave  unto  Man,  beiides  the  light  of  Scnfe, 
The  nobler  Light  of  Reafon,  Intelleft, 
And  Confcience  to  govern  and  direft 
His  life  and  adlions,  and  to  keep  at  rights 
The  motions  of  his  fenfual  appetites  : 
But  wretched  Man  unhappily  deferts 
His  Maker's  inftitution,  and  perverts 
The  end  of  all  his  bounty,  proflitutes 
His  Reafon  unto  Luft,  and  fo  pollutes 
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Hit  noble  Soul,  bis  Reafon,  and  his  Wit : 
And  Intelledl,  that  in  the  throne  (hould  fit^ 
Muft  lackey  '  after  Luft,  and  fo  fulfil 
The  bafe  commands  and  pleafure  of  her  will : 
And  thus  the  human  nature's  great  advance 
Becomes  its  greater  ruin,  doth  enhance 
Ft§  guilt,  while  Judgment,  Reafon,  Wit, 
Improve  thofe  very  fins  it  doth  commit. 
Dear  Lord,  thy  Mercy  furely  muft  o'erflow. 
That  pardons  fins,  which  from  thy  Boimty  grow, 

'  attend  servilely. 
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1 .  It  is  a  moft  unprcfitable  and  foolijh  thing :  The 
content  that  is  in  it,  is  but  imaginary,  and  dies  in  the 
compafs  of  a  thought ;  the  expeftation  of  it  is  nothing 
but  difappointment,  and  the  fruition  of  it  perifheth  in 
a  moment. 

2.  It  is  the  infallible  feed  of  Jhame  and  mijchiefy 
which,  without  it  be  intercepted  by  repentance,  and  the 
mercy  of  God,  doth  as  naturally  and  infallibly  grow 
from  it,  as  hemlock  and  henbane  do  from  their  proper 
feeds :  And  though  the  nature  of  fome  fins  is  more 
fpeedy  and  vifible  in  producing  that  fruit ;  yet  more 
certainly,  fooner  or  later,  every  fin  yields  his  crop> 
even  in  this  life.  The  beft  fruit  it  yields  is  forrow 
and  repentance,  which  though  it  be  good  in  comparifon 
of  their  fruit  enfuing,  if  omitted,  yet  certainly  it  is  not 
without  much  trouble  and  difcompofure  of  mind  ;  and 
the  bittemefs  even  of  repentance  itfelf,  infinitely  over- 
balances the  contentment  that  the  fin  did  yield. 

3.  Sin  doth  not  only  produce  an  ungrateful  fruit, 
but  there  is  alfo  a  certain  fpite  and  malignity  in  the 
fruit  it  yields,  carrying  in  it  the  very  picture,  refem- 

blance  and  memorial  of  the  fin  for  the  moft  part,  which 
(iogs  a  man  in  the  punifliment  of  it,  with  the  very  re- 
petition of  the  guilt,  a  lex  talionis  '. 

4.  It  foifoni  and  envenoms  all  conditions.  If  a 
man  be  in  profperity,  it  either  makes  it  an  occafion  of 

'  lawof  rctaliatioiu 
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new  fins  to  cover  or  fecure  them  that  are  pafli;  or  it 
fours  and  infefls  the  very  ftate  itfelf  with  fad  pre-ap- 
Drchenfions  of  the  fruit  due  to  his  fin  ;  or  haunts  hini 
n  his  jollity,  like  as  I  have  feen  an  importunate  credi*- 
:or,  a  young  gallant,  which  blafts  all  his  comfort  and 
pontentment.  If  a  man  be  in  adverfity,  it  adds  afflic- 
tion to  affliction.  The  befl:  companion  of  afflictions  is  a 
clear  conlcience :  but  when  a  man  hath  outward  trou- 
bles, and  a  mifgiving  guilty  foul,  it  makes  his  afflicr 
lion  black  and  defperate. 

5.  It  difcompofes  and  dijorders^  and  unqualifies  man 
for  any  good  duty  either  to  God  or  man  :  I  pray,  but  I 
bring  along  with  me  a  fenfe  of  fin,  that  makes  me  un- 
grateful to  myfclf,  and  how  can  I  expect  to  be  acceptable 
to  God,  the  j^ure  and  holy  God,  who  hates  nothing  but 
jGn  ?  I  beg  bleffings,  but  how  can  I  expe£t  to  receive 
ableffing  from  him,  whom  I  but  lately  prefumptuoufly 
offended  ?  If  my  fon  or  fervant  hath  offended  me,  and 
comes  to  afk  a  benefit  of  me,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  fancy 
prefumption ;  and  can  I  expeO:  to  have  a  better  enter- 
tainment from  my  Maker,  than  I  think  fit  to  allow  my 
fellow-creature?  The  truth  ivS,  there  is  no  petition 
comes  feafonably  from  a  man  under  the  guilt  of  fin,  but 
pardon,  forgivencfs  and  mercy. 
.-  If  I  do  a  good  work,  the  fin,  that  I  fl:and  guilty  of, 
,iTlakes  the  comfort  I  takt-  in  it,  or  in  other  commenda- 
tions of  it,  infipi.l  and  empty  :  my  heart  tells  me  there 
is  a  fin  in  my  confcience,  that  makes  me  alhamed  to 
own  the  good  that  is  in  the  adlion. 

11^  I  fee  a  fault  in  another,  that  my  place  or  condi- 
tion requires  me  to  reprove,  the  fenfe  of  my  own  guilt 
makes  me  cither  backwaixl  to  reprove,  or  condemn 
myfelf;  while  I  am  reproving  another,  with  fuch 
thoughts  as  tliefe  :  *  I  am  reproving  a  fin  in  another, 
'  where  I  ftand  as  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God  as  theper- 

*  fon  reprehended :  if  he  knew  my  fin,   how  juftly 

*  might  he  throw  my  reprehenfion  into  my  own  face ; 

*  and  if  he  knew  it  not,  yet  the  God  of  heaven,  before 

*  whom  I    fl:and,  and  .the   confcience  which   I  bear 
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*  within  me,  makes  my  reprehenfion  of  another,  a 

*  condemnation  of  myfelf/  If  I  go  about  any  aftion 
of  my  life,  though  never  fo  honeli:,  juft,  and  lawful, 
yet  my  mifgiviiig  thoughts  make  me  either  ina£live  in 
It,  or  fill  me  \yith  pre-apprehenfions  of  mifchief  or 
difappointment  in  it ;  how  can  I  expeft  a  bleffing 
fix)m  God,  whom  I  have  offended  in  any  bufinefs  I 
undertake  ?  I  carry  along  with  me,  in  all  I  do,  the  curfe 
that  the  Lord  threatened.     *  The  Lord  fball  fend  upon 

*  thee  curfing,  vexation  and  rebuke  in  all  that  thou 

*  fetteft  thy   hands  unto  1/     And,  '  Thou   fhalt  not 

*  profper  in  thy  ways  ^/     And,  '  So  that  thou  (halt  be 

*  mad  for  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  which  thou  fhalt  fee  ^/ 
And,  '  In  the  morning  thou  fhalt  fay,  would  God  it 

*  were  evening ;  and  at  the  evening  thou  fhalt  fay, 

*  would  God  it  were  morning,  for  the  fear  of  thine 

*  heart  wherein  thou  fhalt  fear,  and  for  the  fight  of 

*  thine  eyes  which  thou  flialt  fee*/ 

And  certainly  all  this  grows  from  the  incongnuty 
and  diflbnancy  that  is  between  fm  and  the  true  ti^bi  coth 
Jlitutkn  of  the  nature  of  man^  that  is  thereby  made 
unufeful  for  his  proper  operations  j  jufl  as  a  fore,  or  a 
bone  out  of  joint  difables  the  proper  ferviceablenefs  of 
a  limb ;  or,  as  a  noxious  humour  diforders  the  ftomach, 
liver  or  fpleen,  in  its  proper  ofEce ;  or,  as  a  difeafe,  or 
ill  difpofition  of  the  body,  makes  it  unferviceable  to  its 
proper  aSions  ;  fo  do  the  fins,  and  defilements,  and 
guilt,  the  refult  of  it  upon  the  foul,  difable  it  in  its 
works  and  offices :  and  this  is  the  evidence  of  it  j  every 
thing  is  then  in  its  right  conftitution,  when  it  is  in  thai 
ftate  that  the  wife  God  of  nature  ordered  it ;  and  fo 
far  as  it  declines  from  that  pofition  or  flate,  fo  far  forth 
it  lofeth  its  ufefulnefs  and  proper  happinefs  j  and  there- 
fore it  is  confequently  evident,  that  every  thing  thsft 
■  lofeth  its  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs,  is  out  of  that  con- 
flitution  that  God  Almighty  meant  for  it;  and  there- 
fore, inafmuch  as  apparently  all  fin  doth  intro^luce  this 
diforder  and  irregularity,  it  is  plain  that  mankind  there- 

*  Diiut.  xxviii.  so.        ^  Deut.  xxviii.  SQ.         ^  Deut.  xxviii.  34.  • 
*  Ucut.  xxviii'  C/. 
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by  is  in  another  condition  than  God  at  firft  made  him, 
and  intended  he  fhould  be  in. 

Hence  therefore  it  is  apparent,  that  all  Jin  is  again/1 
nature  J  and  a  violation  and  breach  even  of  the  law  and  < 
order  of  nature ;  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  ftation, 
courfe  and  frame,  that  God,  with  moft  admirable  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs,  framed  for  man.  Man  ftands  in 
a  double  fubcrdination :  1 .  A  fubordination  within  him- 
felf,  viz.  Of  the  faculties  inferior  to  the  fuperior :  and 
2.  A  fubordination  to  fomething  without  himfelf, 
viz.  To  the  will  of  his  Creator,  which  though  it  feems 
extrinfical,  yet,  in  truth,  it  is  eflential  and  neceffary. 

The  internal  fubordination  is  of  the  inferior  parts 
and  faculties  to  the  fuperior ;  viz.  The  fenfual  appatite 
and  paffions  to  reafon  and  to  judgment.  God  hath 
committed  the  body  of  man,  and  thofe  faculties  that 
^re  fubfervient  to  it.,  unto  the  government  of  the 
light  of  judgment  and  underftanding  that  he  hath 
put  into  the  foul :  and  becaufe,  as  it  is  moft  juft  that 
the  foul  and  its  fuperior  faculties  (hould  be  fubordinate 
to  the  will  and  diredion  of  God,  fo  the  foul  ftands  in 
need  of  that  direction,  in  order  to  the  government  of 
his  little  province  committed  to  him ;  and  therefore, 
as  it  happens  in  government,  when  the  people  break 
die  fubordination  to  the  intermediate  magiftrate,  or 
the  intermediate  magiftrates  break  the  fubordination  to 
die  fupreme,  prefently  there  enfues  diforder,  and  mif- 
chief,  and  confufion  :  fo  when  the  body,  or  thofe  facul- 
ties that  are  exercifed  in  order  to  it,  as  the  natural 
lufts  and  inclinations  of  the  body,  or  thofe  that  refult 
much  from  it,  as  the  paffions  prevail  upon  the  judg- 
ment or  reafon,  either  by  their  violence  or  want  of  due 
vigilance  and  feverity  in  th^  foul  in  its  adminiftration ; 
or  if  the  reafon  and  judgment  do  negledt  or  crofs  the 
commands  of  God,  or  make  not  ufe  of  the  Divine 
direftions  to  affift  and  guide  her  in  her  adminiftration, 
this  is  fm,  and  prefently  brings  confufion,'  and  diforder^ 
and  difcompofure  in  the  whole  man,  and  makes  it 
unferviceable  for  the  ends  to  which  it  was  ordained. 

OF 
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1.  God  Almighty  hath  fubftituted  the  foul  of  man  as 
his  deputy  or  vicegerent  in  that  province  which  is  com- 
mitted to  him,  and  expefts  an  account  from  the  foul 
at  his  return,  or  fooner,  how  he  hath  managed  that 
province  or  petty  dominion  committed  to  him. 

2.  The  province^  or  territory  committed  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  foul,  are  his  body,  and  thofe  affec- 
tions and  inclinations  incident  to  it ;  and  the  place, 
condition,  relation,  abilities  and  opportunities  put  into 
his  hand  by  Providence  and  divine  difpenfation,  toge- 
ther with  that  body  in  this  world. 

3.  The  end  of  this  Juhfiitution  of  the  foul  in  this  pro- 
vince is,  Firft,  the  improvement  of  the  revenue  of  this 
principle,  viz.  The  glory  of  his  name.  Secondly, 
the  improvement  of  the  perfeftion  and  advantage  of 
the  foul,  the  perfefting  of  the  foul  thereby  in  a  con- 
formity to  his  Mafter's  will,  and  fitting  of  itfelf,  and 
the  body  wth  it,  for  a  more  noble  and  divine  conditioa 
and  employment. 

4.  The  breach  of  that  trufl  committed  to  the  foul, 
confifts  either  in  the  want  of  that  due  improvement  <rf. 
the  province  committed  to  the  foul's  vicegerency,  ao» « 
cording  to  the  advantages  that  it  hath  ;  (which  is  the 
cafe  of  the  unprofitable  fervaut,  that  did  not  mifem- 
ploy  his  talent,  but  did  not  improve  it  to  his  mafter's 
advantage : )    or,  which  is  worfe,  mi/government  and 
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^ifemployment  of  the  province  committed  to  its  chaSrge, 
.to  the  cUfadvantage  of  the  fovereign  and  itfelf. 
i  .  5-  The  mijgovernme  t  of  our  province  confijls  prin^ 
cipally  in  one  of  thefe  particulars :  viz.  Either  in  the 
original  and  primary  defection  of  the  foul  itfelf  in  its 
-commands  and  proceedings,  whereby  it  ftudieth,  prac- 
tifeth  and  commands  originally  and  primarily  againft 
-its  principle ;  and  this  is  devililh  ;  or,  fecondly,  in  the 
nvant  of  ex\rcife  in  a  due  fuperintendency  over  its  pro- 
vince, whereby  the  fubjecls  which  fliould  be  under  its 
:rule  and  fuperintendency,   are  not   kept  in  their  diie 
fubjection   neither  to  the  vicegerent  nor  to  the  fove- 
reign ;  but  rebel,  and  by  their  rebellion  either  wholly 
call  off  their  vicegerent  and  fovereign  together,  or  by 
degrees  draw  over  the  vicegerent  or  deputy  to  their 
•ddfedion. 

.  6.  The  great  engines  of  this  def^tHcn  are  the  corrupt 

.inclinaticns  of  the  fenfual  appetite,  lufts  and  paffions  of 

,the  body,  and  efpccially  thofe  which  are  the  great  fa- 

•  vourites,   and  mod  powerful  in  refpeft  of  their  con- 

.  gruity  to  the  natural  inclinations  and  temper,  or  rather 

.  diftemper  of  the  body  ;  or  thofe  temptations  which  the 

world  oflfers,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  moft  incident  to 

the  place,  ftation,  relation  or  condition  wherein  we 

ftand  in  the  world,  llie  former  come  under  the  name 

of  the  luft  of  the  flefh ;  the  latter   under  the  name 

:  of  the  lufts  of  the  eye,  and  pride  of  life. 

7.  Thofe  lufts  and  temptations  are  the  inftruraents 
in  the  hand  of  Satan,  either  by  folicitation  to  corrupt, 
or  by  power  to  oppofe  the  vicegerency  of  the  foul  un- 
der God,  and  to  bring  it  over,  by  allurements  or  force, 

.  to  a  defeftion  from  him,  and  \\\  both  ways  fight  againll 
the  fovereignty  of  God,  and  confequently  his  glory, 
and  againft  the  perfection  of  the  foul,  and  conlequent- 

;  iy.  its  happuiefs. 

8.  Thofe  liijis  are  of  greateji  power  that  have  the 
greateft  dearnefs  to  the  body,  either  in  refped  of  age, 
complexion,  inclination,  coiidition  or  ilation;  and 
therefore   of  greateft  danger  to  the  foul,   and  fight 

againft 
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againft  it  with  greateft  advantage :  In  a  young  man,  dr-' 
a  ftrong  fanguine  complexion,  luxury,  wantonnefs  ani 
iincleannefs  are  mod  ordinarily  moft  prevalent ;  in 
old  or  melancholy  man,  covetoufiiefs ;  in  a  middle-age& 
or  choleric  man,  anger,  ambition,  violence ;  in  a  rid^ 
or  powerful  man,  oppreffion,  difdain,  pride ;  in  a  poor 
man,  difcontent,  rapine.     And  there  is  fcarce  any  mjui 
but  hath  fome  beloved  luft  or  fin,  that  he  will  be  con- 
tent to  fell  all  the  reft  of  his  lufts  for  the  enjoyment  of 
that :  tempt  him  to  a  luft  not  fuitable  to  his  complex- 
ion, age  or  condition,  he  will  eafily  rejeft  it ;  but  if  it 
be  a  luft  fuitable  to  his  age,  complexion  or  condition, 
he  will  hardly,  or  with  difficulty  enough  refufe  it. 

9.  As  every  luft  fuitable  to  our  age,  complexion  or 
condition,  is  of  greateft  power,  and  confequently  of 
greateft  danger ;  fo  every  fuch  luft  once  entertained  in 
praftice,  becomes  of  greater  ftrength,  and  confequendy 
of  greater  dagger  than  before  ;  and  this  upon  a  doubfe 
reafon :  Firft,  Becaufe  the  f©ul  is  made  the  weaker, 
and  more  emafculated  by  the  reception  and  entertain-* 
ment  of  a  luft :  then  //  is  like  amijfa  fudicitia  i,  which 
is  the  likelier  to  make  a  proftitute.  Senfe  of  reputation 
is  a  great  matter  to  keep  innocence,  but  a  loft  reputa- 
tion makes  way  for  a  further  degree  of  guilt.  Again, 
the  foul,  by  admittance  and  entertainment  of  luft,  gains, 
a  kind  of  mtimacy  and  deamefs  with  the  luft,  and  ad- 
mits it  with  lefs  difficulty  a  fecond  time,  becaufe  it  is 
now  become  an  acquaintance.  And,  laftly,  every  lin 
caufeth  a  withdrawing  of  Divine  affiftance  from  the 
foul,  and  an  eftranging  of  the  foul  from  it,  a  kind  of 
fliameful  abfenting  of  the  foul  from  God  j  and  fo  as 
it  lofeth  its  flrength,  it  lofeth  its  confidence  of  addrefs  - 
for  it ;  which  every  man's  experience  will  tell  him- 
Secondly ;  On  the  part  of  luft,  it  is  made  more  bohL. 
and  confident  and  adventuring,  than  it  was  before  it 
was  entertained  :  it  was  then  more  modeft  and  bafliful^ 
becaufe  it  knew  not  how  it  ihould  be  entertained  j  but 
now  it  grows  confident  and  imperious. 

>  lost  chastity. 
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'.  10.  When  luft  hath  gotten  the  vidoiy  in  the  foul. 
It  either  makes  the  foul,  which  is  God's  vicegerent,  his 
Vaflkl,  or  his  prifoner ;  either  the  foul  becomes  fervant 
and  vaffal  to  fin,  or  at  the  beft  it  is  led  away  captive  by 
it:  and  in  both  cafes,  God  is  dethroned,  the  foul 
embafed,  and  lufl  gets  the  empire  and  dominion  j  and 
the  foul  hath  either  broken  his  truft  with  God,  or  not 
performed  it  as  it  fhould ;  the  province  committed  to 
his  management  loft,  the  government  abufed,  the 
fbvereign  mjured,  and  the  vicegerent  is  either  become 
a  rebel,  or  at  beft  a  prifoner,  by  his  own  default. 

1 1.  The  means  of  prevention  of  this  inverfion  of  the 
order  fettled  by  the  great  Sovereign,  is,  Firft,  that  the 
deputy  take  due  notice  of  his  inflruSlions ;  for  he  is  not 
placed  in  that  province  without  his  rules  of  govera- 
xnent  which  his  Sovereign  hath  delivered  him.  Second* 
ly,  that  he  be  very  vigilant  over  the  fecret  confedera- 
cies, motions,  and  rifmgs  of  luft  againft  thofe  inftruc-* 
tions ;  for  luft  is  bufy,  troublefome  and  aftive,  and  ftu- 
dies  and  watcheth  all  opportunities  of  defedlion.  Third* 
ly,  that  he  keep  his  authority  with  rejolution  and  cou^ 
rage  \  for  luft,  if  it  be  worthy  the  name  of  a  fubjedt,  it  is 
a  petulant  and  faucy,  ])ut  yet  a  flavifh  bafe-minded  fub- 
jefl:  J  a  little  countenance  will  pake  it  infolent,  and  a 
fevere  hand  over  it  will  make  it  fervile ;  and  efpecially, 
that  this  feverity  be  held  over  thofe  lufts  that  have  or 
pretend  to  the  greateft  intereft  in  the  age,  complexion, 
difpofition,  quality,  ftation,  or  condition  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  for  as  they  have  the  greateft  opportunities  to 
do  mifchief,  fo  they  will  fooneft  grow  infolent. 

12*  Though  a  flight  and  gentle  iuperintendency 
over  luft  will  teach  it  to  command,  yet  under  a  fevere 
and  rigid  government  the  moft  it  will  adventure  upon 
will  be  to  alk  admiflion  ;  and  upon  fuch  addrefles  the 
duty  of  this  deputy  is  to  be  fo  far  from  giving  admiffion 
to  it,  that  it  ought  not  to  complement,  or  treat,  or  hold 
conference  or  debate  with  it,  but  flatly  deny  it :  As  a 
fevere  deportment  of  the  foul  muft  keep  luft  from 
commanding,  fo  it  muft  check  and  difcountenance  it 

VOL. -I.  2  a  in 


i54  Of  Self  Denial. 

ill  afking ;  the  holding  of  conference  and  debate,  atod 
rj&afoning  with  any  luft,  is  but  a  preparatory  to  its  ad» 
itiiflion,  and  gives  but  the  more  confidence,  boldnefs, 
importunity,  and  hope  of  fuccefs  to  it.  Eve's  feafon- 
ing  with  the  ferpent  was  the  firft  breach  of  her  inno* 
cehcy  :  Luft  muft  not  be  mannerly  treated  withal,  but 
flatly  denied.  This  is  that  great  doftrine  of  Self-Dt* 
li/^  which  the  New  Teftament  fo  folemnly  enjoins: 
Fdl"  though,  in  truth,  our  liifts  are  not  ourfelves,  yet 
thofe  that  grow  out  of  our  natural  conftitution  or  con- 
dition af 5  ne:Jct  t6  ourfelves,  and  by  miftake  we  are  apt 
to  efteem  th^m,  our  eyes,  our  hands,  ourfelves. 

13.  This  kind  of  dealing  with  lufts  and  temptations, 
will  in  a  little  time  difacquaint  the  foul  with  them,  ahd 
make  the  foul  and  them  ft  rangers  one  to  another.  If. 
is  eafily  feeh  that  thofe  things  which  a  man  ufeth  him- 
felf  unto,  fo  that  they  feem  to  become  another  nature^ 
yet  fome  defuetude  from  them*  do  evidence  to  him,  that 
they,  arje  not  fo  neceffary  and  infeparable  as  he  oncri 
thought  them :  /fpcrain  nolis,  Sff  wfuavem  virtutum. 
vlatn  nimia  facit  vilicrum  ccnjuetudo^  quceji  in  partefi 
dhercim  transferatiir^  invenietur  (ftcut  Jcriptnra  dicit) 
JemitajuftUice  lenis.  S.  Hier.  Ep.  14.^ — A  man  that  hath 
accuftomed  himfelf  to  vain  fwearing,  fo  that  he  caft 
fcarce  fpeak  a  fentence  without  an  oath,  and  when  he 
is  told  of  it,  profefleth  he  cannot  help  it ;  yet  let  him 
refolvedly  break  the  cuftom  of  it,  he  will  not  find  that 
he  miffeth  that  unhappy  rhetoric  in  his  difcourfe :  The 
like  is  eafily  feen  in  drinking,  gaming,  wantonnefs,  and 
thofe  other  fins  that  are  precious  and  dear  to  a  man  ih 
his  cuftom  and  ufe  of  them ;  by  a  little  refolute  dif- 
ufe  of  them,  he  will  foon  find  he  doth  not  mifs  them ; 
he  can  eafily  fpare  them,  and  be  without  them :  Nay, 
he  finds  as  great  an  inconvenience  and  burdenfome- 
nefe  to  reaflume  them,  as  before  to  leave  them.     And 

}  cesfation  from  beiDS[  accustomed  to  them. 

•  A  familiarity  With  yk*  renders  the  road  of  virtue  rugged  and  un- 
pleasant, whereas  if  vTe  habituate  ourselves  to  the  practiiSe  of  virtac^ 
the  path  of  righteousness  will  be  found  (as  the  SdipUire  expresses) 
smooth  and  easy. 
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befides  the  reafons  before  given,  there  k  thi3  mor^ 
in  it,  that  the  value  and  contentmerif  that  is  taken  in 
them,  is  by  the  great  expeftation  and  contentment 
that  the  mind  feeks  in  the  pre-apprehenfions  and  image 
that  the  mind  makes  to  itfelf  of  thpm ;  for  the  con- 
tenttnent  of  the  things  themfelves  barely  confidered, 
and  in  themfelves,  is  but  flat  and  empty;    but  the 
imagination  drefleth  them  up  beyond  themfelves,  b6th . 
hi  tneir  pre-apprehenfions  and  fruition :    And  fo  the 
value  and  contentment  of  them  is  due  more  to  the 
fancy  and  falfe  icfea  of  the  mind,  than  to  the  things 
themfelves ;  and,  therefore,  if  once  the  mind  can  be 
efttanged  from  convetfrng  with  the  thought  and  ima- 
gination of  them,  they  will  foon  lofe  their  eftimate  and 
dejight ;  becaufe  they  are  feparated  and  kept  afundey 
from  that  which  gilds  and  drefleth  them  into  that  de- 
lightful and  amiable  flfiape  which  cozens  and  deceived 
men  into  their  aflings  of  them.    Now  this  fevere  hand 
againft  them,  denying  their  accefs,  refufing  converfe 
with  them,  doth  prevent  the  mind  from  fafhioning  of 
imaginations  of  them,  and  drefling  up  thofe  imagina- 
tions of  them  in  pleafmg  and  delightful  reprefenta- 
tions,  and  then  in  a  little  while  they  are  quite  laid 
afide,  and  not  mifled,  nor  thought  of;  and  their  owp 
natural  worth,  without  that  fecret  brooding  of  the 
mind  upon  them,  doth  not,  with  any  fl:rength,  folicit  or 
fubdue  the  mind  to  the  atfliligs  or  them.     We  are  in 
this  kind  like  children,  who  have  gotten  fome  toys  into 
their  hands,  that  it  may  be,  may  be  hurtful,  and  they^ 
mightily  prize  ibrin,  and  fet  a  great  rate  Upon  them:  But 
let  them  be  taken  away,  in  a  little  while  they  will  not 
mils  them,  but  be  as  meny  and  contented  ?is  when 
they  bad  them,  *  . 

14.  The  fill  cejs  of  this  uncourteous  dealing  with  our 
lulls  and  temptations,  will  much  countervail  the  un- 
pleafingnefs  of  the  duty.  A  man  is  tempted  to  a  fin, 
he-  holds  conference  with  it,  and  is  enticed  to  treat  with 
it*  and  to  think  of  it,  and  it  pleafeth  him ;  but  it  is  a 
thoufand  to  one  if  it  ftay  there ;  but  unlefs  fome  great 

2  A  2  diverfion 
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diverfion  by  the  grace  of  God^  or  fome  external  re* 
itraint  by  fhame  or  puniihment,  prevent  him,  he  com** 
mits  the  fin ;  and  fo  lufl,  when  it  hath  conceived,  will 
bring  forth  fin ;  and  fin,  when  finifhed,  will  bring 
forth  fhame  and  death;  or,  at  the  beft,  fhame  ana 
forrow.  How  will  a  man  reckon  with  himfelf;  *What 
am  I  the  better  for  that  contentment  that  I  took  in 
this  fin  ?  the  contentment  is  paft,  and  that  which  it 
hath  left  me,  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  mifgiving  con* 
fcience,  a  fenfe  of  a  difpleafed  God,  afhamed  to  bring 
my  mind  in  his  prefence ;  a  pre-apprehenfion  of  fome 
mifchief  or  inconvenience  to  follow  me ;  a  defpon- 
dency  of  mind  to  draw  near  to  God  imder  it ;  and 
either  a  great  deal  of  forrow  and  vexation,  or  afflic- 
tion mider  it ;  or,  which  is  the  ufual  gratification  of 
Satan  after  fin  committed,  to  put  away  the  remem^ 
brance  of  a  fin  paft,  with  the  committing  of  another, 
till  at  laft  the  guilt  grows  to  fuch  a  moles  i,  that  a  man 
is  delperately  given  over  to  all  kind  of  villainy  ;  and, 
as  his  fins  increafe,  his  guilt  and  fhame  increafeth. 
On  the  other  fide,  I  have  denied  my  lufl,  or  my  temp- 
tation, and  it  is  gone :  Firfl,  I  am  as  well  without  it, 
as  if  I  had  committed  it ;  for  it  may  be  the  fin  had 
been  paft,  and  the  contentment  that  I  took  in  it,  and 
I  had  been  as  well  without  it ;  but,  befide  all  this,  I 
.  have  no  guilt  cleaving  to  my  foul,  no  fting  in  my 
confcience,  no  defpondent  nor  mifgiving  mind,  no  in- 
terruption of  my  peace  with  God  or  myfelf ;  I  enjoy 
my  innocence,  my  peace,  my  accefs  to  God,  with 
comfort:  Nay,  more  than  all  this,  I  have  a  fecret 
atteftation  of  the  fpirit  of  God  in  my  confcience,  that 
I  have  obeyed  him,  and  have  pleafed  him,  and  have 
rejefted  the  enemy  of  his  glory  and  my  happinefs : 
I  have  a  fecret  advance  of  my  intereft  and  confidence 
in  him,.^and  dependance  upon  him,  and  favour  with 
him,  and  liberty  and  accefs  to  him,  which  doth  in* 
finitely  more  than  countervail  the  fatisfaction  of  an 
impure  and  unprofitable  and  vexing  luft,  which 

*  magnitude. 

*  leaves 
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*  leaves  no  fpotfteps  behind  it  but  (hame,  and  forrow* 

•  and  guilt.' 

15.  As  refolution  and  feverity  to  a  man's  felf,  is 
one  of  the  beft  remedies  againft  the  flattery  and  deceit 
of  lufl,  fo  there  are  certain  expedients  that  ^re/ubfer^ 
vient  to  that  refolution :  as  namely,  Firft,  Avoiding  of 
idlenefs ;  for  the  foul  in  the  body  is  like  a  flame,  that,' 
as  it  were,  feeds  upon  that  oily  fubftance  of  the  body, 
which,  according  to  the  various  qualifications  or  tem- 
per of  the  body,  gives  it  a  tinfture  fomewhat  like  it- 
felf;  and,  unlefs  the  foul  be  kept  in  afb'on,  it  will' 
dwell  too  much  upon  that  tinfture  that  it  received 
from  it,  and  be  too  intent  and  pleafed,  or  at  leafl:  too 
much  tainted,  and  tranfported,  and  delighted,  with  thofe 
fuliginous  ^  foul  vapors  that  arife  from  the  flefli  and 
natural  conftitution.     Keep  it,  therefore,  bufied  about 
fomewhat  that  is  fitted  for  it,  that  it  miay  divert  that 
intention  ^  and  complacency  in  thofe  fumes  that  the 
inferior  part  of  the  foul  is  apt  to  take  in  them ;  and 
fo  to  be  tempted,  tranfported,  or  abufed  by  them., 
Secondly,  A  frequent  and  conftant  conjideration  of  the 
prefence  of  God  and  bis  holy  angels  3,  who  are  fpeftators 
of  conftancy  to  God  and  his  party,  and  delighted  in. 
it;   or  of  thy  apoftacy,  brutiflmefs,  and  bafenefs  of 
mind,  and  grieved  at  it,     '  If  a  good  man  were  but 
acquainted  with  all  my  aftions  and  morions  of  my 
mind,  upon  the  advance  of  luft  and  temptations,  it 
would  make  me  aihamed  to  offend  in  his  fight :  But 
much  more  if  a  pure  and  glorious  Angel  did  in  my^ 
view  attend,  obferve,  and  b,ehold  me ;  but  when  the, 
eternal  God  doth  behold  me,  who  hath  given  me. 
this  command  to  deny  my  luft,  and  hath  told  me  the 
danger  of  yielding  to.  them,  that  they  bring  forth 
fi[n,  and  death,  and  hell,  and  offers  his  grace  to  aflift 
me,  promifeth  reward  to  my  obedience  and  con- 
ftancy ;  how  ftiall  I  then  dare  to  offend  with  fo  much 
prefumption  ?'     Thirdly,  A  frequent  confideration  of 
Chrift's  fatisfaftion,  fufferings,  and  interceflion.  Thefe 

*  looty.    *  vehciDence  of  desire.    '  Luke  xv.  7,  10.    1  Cor.  iv.  9. 

2  A  3  lufts 


358  Of.  Self  Denial 

lufts  that  now  foUcit  me  to  their  obfervance,  were 
thofe  that  crucified  my  Saviour ;  it  tvas  the  end  of  his 
paffion  to  redeem  me,  not  only  from  the  guilt,  but 
from  the  fubjeftion  to  them.  It  is  he  that  behold^, 
me  i  how  fhaJl  I  trample  his  blood  under  foot  ?  If  I 
proftitute  myfelf  unto  them,  how  fliall  I  defpife,  and, 
as  much  as  in  me  lies,  difappoint  him  in  the  very  end 
of  his  incarnation?  How  fhall  I  fliame  his  gofpel  be- 
fore men,  and,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  put  him  to 
ihame  in  the  prefence  of  the  Father,  and  all  the  holy- 
Angels,  when  they  fliall  be  witneffes  of  my  preferring 
a  bafe  luft  before  him  ?  How  can  I  expeO:  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  my  Saviour  for  me  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  who  beholds  me  thus  unworthily  to  ferve  a  luft, 
though  to  my  damnation^  rather  than  obey  my  Re- 
deemer to  my  falvation?  Fourthly,  Frequent  confix 
derations  of  death  and  judgment.  *  A  bafe  luft  folicits 
me  to  obey  it ;  (hall  I  accept  or  deny  it  ?  It  may  be 
this  may  be  the  laft  aftion  of  my  life,  and  poffibly 
death,  that  might  have  been  refpited,  if  I  ftiall  deny 
my  luft,  may  be  my  next  event  if  I  obey  it :  And  a$ 
death  finds  me,  fo  will  judgment  find  me.  Would 
I  be  content  that  fuch  an  aft  as  this  fliould  be  the 
Amen  of  my  life,  and  it  may  be,  feal  me  up  in  eter- 
nal rejection  ?  Would  I  be  content  that  my  foful 
fhould  be  prefently  carried  into  the  prefence  of  God, 
under  the  laft  ad  of  my  life,  to  his  di(honour  ?  Or, 
on  the  other  fide,  if  I  deny  this  bafe  importunate 
meffenger  of  hell,  and  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  ftrike 
me  prefently  after  with  ficknefs  or  death,  would  it 
not  be  a  more  comfortable  entrance  into  that  black 
valley  with, a  clear  confciepce  and  an  innocent  heart,* 
that  could  \yith  comfort  fay,  as  once  Hezekiah  did 
^  iippn  the  Uke  occafion.  Remember,  O  Lord,  I  be-* 
^feech  thee,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  in  truths 
*  and  with  a  peTfed:  hearth'  Fifthly,  A  duje  confidera^ 
tion  of  the  i£ue  of  thoje  folicitations  of  lufi.  If  alfented 
linto,  the  end  of  it  is  death ;  it  will  be  bittemefs  ii) 

*  Isaiab  xxxviji.  3. 
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the  end ;  it  cannot,  with  all  its  pleafures,  countervail 
that  bittemefs  that  will  mod  certainly  attend  it ;  nor 
can  it  give  any  fecurity  againft  it.  Suppofe  thou  art 
folicited  to  a  thought  or  aQ:  of  injuftice,  impurity,  or 
intemperance,  if  thou  wih  nqp^s  be  tai^^ng  vs^th  the 
temptation,  a{k  ir,  ^  Whether  it  be  not  a  fin  againft 

*  that  God,  in  whofe  hands  thy  foul  is  ?  and  if  it  be, 

*  whether  his  anger  and  difpleafure  be  not  a  neceflary 

*  confequence  of  that  fm  ?  and  if  it  be,  may  not  he 

*  infli£^  thq  ifiues  of  that  wrath  of  his^  ^h^  and  in 

*  what  measure  he  pleafeth  ?  and  if  he  may,  what  fe» 

*  curity  can  this  temptation  give  againft  it  ?  hath  it  an 

*  arm  of  omnipotence  to  fecure  me  againft  the  power 

*  of  him  that  is  omnipotent  ?  and  if  h^  caiyiot,  what 

*  cpmpeiifation  jor  amends  cap  it  mate  -n^e,  to  coun- 
**  tervajf  the  damage  of  his  wrath,  or  the  very  danger 
'f  .of  it  ?     Can  the  pleafure  or  coyitentmei^t  of  the  fin 

*  do  it  ?  alas]  the  pleafure  will  pafs  away  in,  jt  niaV 
Y'be,  a  life,  ^  d?iy,  a  moment ;  but  the  guilt  md  tor- 
'*  ment  continues  to  eteiTiity.* 
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MOTIVES  TO  WATCHFULNESS, 


IN  REFERENCE  TO 


THE  GOOD  AND  EVIL  ANGELS. 


.  As  we  fee  flarUs  in  a  nurfery^  when  .they  come  to  a 
due  growth,  are  tranfplanted  into  orchards  j  and  thofe 
that  are  unufeful,  are  pulled  up  and  cad  into  the  fire ; 
or,  as  we  fee  boys  in  a  free-Jcbool^  fuch  as  are  undifd* 
plinable,  are,  after  fome  years  of  probation,  fent  away 
to  mechanical  employments ;  and  thofe  that  are  inge« 
iiious  and  diligent  are  tranfplanted  to  the  univerfiries : 
So  among  the  children  of  men  in  this  lifd  thofe  that  are 
vicious  and  incorrigible,  are  by  death  rooted  out  and 
caft  into  a  fuitable  condition ;  and  thofe  that  are  vet 
fels  fit  for  the  mafters  ufe,  towardly  plants,  are  by 
death  tranfplanted  into  another  region,  a  garden  of 
happinefs  and  comfort.  And  poffibly,  by  continuance 
of  time,  they  received  improvement  and  perfeftion 
here :  So  in  that  other  region  they  add  to  their  de- 
grees of  perfcftion,  and  are  promoted  to  further  ac- 
ceffions,  and  degrees,  and  ftations  of  happinefs  and 
glory,  till  they  come  to  the  ftate  of/pirits  ofjuji  men 
made  perfe^. 

Could  we  fee  the  invifible  regiment  of  the  worlds  by 
the  fubordinate  government  of  good  and  evil  angelsy  as 
once  Elijha's  fer\'ant  faw  the  fiery  chariots  and  horfer 
men  in  the  mount,  it  would  give  us  another  kind  of 
reprefentadon  of  things,  than  now  they  appear  to  us. 
We  have  juft  reafon  to  believe  that  there  are  infinite 
numbin  offprits  of  both  kinds ^  that  have  their  paSings— 

to 
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to  and  fro,  and  negotiations,  as  wdl  among  themfelves, 
as  among  the  children  of  men ;  and  as  ravens,  kites, 
and  other  kind  of  unclean  birds,  hamit  carrion,  and 
as  vermine  haunt  after  putrefaftion,  and  are  bufy  aboilt 
it ;  or  as  diforderly,  debauched  companions  smd  ruf- 
fians, ever  haunt  out,  and  hang  upon  a  diflbliite  and 
foolifli  heir,  till  they  have  fucked  out  all  his  fubftance 
and  wealth  \  fo  the  impure  ajid  corruped  angels  haunt 
and  flock  about  a  man  given  over  to  vice,  till  they  have 
\eholly  corrupted  and  putrified  his  foul ;  and  thofe 
good  men  whom  they  cannot  win  over  to  them,  they 
purfue  with  as  much  malice  and  envy  as  they  can  pof- 
libly ;  and  although  they  cannot  come  within  theni, 
•yet  as  far  as  they  can,  they  raife  up  external  mifchiefs 
againft  them,  watch  opportunities  to  enfnare  or  blemifc 
them,  though  the  vigilancy  of  a  better  guard,  and  their 
own  prudence  and  circumfpeftion,  do  for  the  moft 
part  difappoint  and  prevent  them.  Befides  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  great  God,  there  be  fome  ccnjideratkn 
even  in  reference  to  thofe  good  and  evil  angels^  to  make 
good  men  very  vcatchful^  that  they  fall  not  into  the  pre- 
iumptuous  or  foul  fins. 

1 .  It  cannot  choofe  but  be  grief  to  the  good  angels y 
to  be  prefcnt,  and  fpedators  of  the  enormities  of  thofe, 
for  whofe  prefervation  they  are  employed  ^ . 

2.  It  mull  in  all  probability  work  in  them  a  naufeouf- 
jiefs,  and  retiring  themfelves  from  fuch  offenders,  at 
leaft  till  they  have  renewed,  and  waflied  themfelves 
by  repentance,  and  made  their  peace  with  God  in 
Chrift :  For  there  is  no  greater  antipathy  than  be- 
tween thefe  pure  and  chafte  fpirits,  and  any  fm  or 
foulnefs. 

3.  It  cannot  choofe  but  be  a  moft  grateful  fpeftacle 
to  thefe  envious  and  malignant  evil  J  fir  its  ^  who  upon 
the  difcovery  of  fuch  a  fall  of  a  good  man,  call  their 
impure  company  together,  and  make  paftime  about 
fuch  an  objeft,  as  boys  do  about  a  drunken  man,  and 
upbraid  the  facred  and  pure  angels, '  Look  here  is  your 

*  Luke  XV.  10.    Matth.  xiii*  10. 
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*  pious  man,  your  profeflbr :  come  fee  in  wjiat  a  <:oa- 

•  dilion  he  is,  and  what  he  is  about.* 

4.  It  lays  open  fuch  a  man  to  the  power  and  malice 
,  of  thofe  envious  fpirits  ;  they  have  gotten  liira  within 
their  territories  and  dominions ;  and  unlcfs  God  in 
great  mercy  reft i*ain  them,  render  a  good  man  obnox- 
ious to  their  mifchief.  And  as  the  .contagion  and  nd- 
fomenefs  of  fin  drives  away  the  pure  and  holy  fpirits; 
To  it  attracts  and  draws  together  thofe  impure  and 
malignant  fpirits,  as  the  fmell  of  carrion  doth  birds 
and  beafts  of  prey.  It  concerns  us  therefore  to  be 
very  vigilant  againft  all  fin ;  and  if  through  inad- 
vertence, infirmity,  and  temptation,  we  fall  into  it» 
to  be  diligent  to  mal^e  our  peace,  and  wafli  ourleWcs 
as  we  can,  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  and  water  of  re- 
pentance. 
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PHIL.  4.  5. 

1.ET  YOUR  MODERATION  BE  KNOWN  UNTO  ALL  MEN. 

jMode  RATION  is  that  grace  of  virtue  wherd^y  a  Man 
governs  his  fenfual  appetite,  his  Paffions  and  Affeftions^ 
his  Words  and  Adions,  from  all  excels  and  exor- 
bitancy. 

//  Refers,  1.  To  the  Senfual  Appetite:  2.  To  the 
Paffions  of  the  Mind  :  3.  To  Speech  and  Words : 
4.  To  the  Aftions  of  our  Life. 

1.  Moderation  in  the /en/ual  appetite:  Anlji:his  is 
properly  temperance,  which  is  a  prudent  reli^'  nt  of 
our  appetite  from  all  excefs  in  eating,  drinkkig,  and 
thofe  other  inclinations  that  gratify  our  fenfes.  ■ 

And  certainly  this  becomes  us  not  only  as  Chriftians, 
but  as  reafonable  creatures ;  for  the  fenfual  appetite, 
and  thofe  inclinations  that  tend  to  the  gratificatic»i  of 
our  external  fenfes,  are  in  a  great  meafure  the  ixxxue  in 
men  and  brutes,  and  they  are  in  their  due  order  and 
ufe  good  ajnd  convenient  for  both :  we  cannot  live 
without  them.  But  Almighty  God  hath  given  tA 
mankind  a  higher  and  a  nobler  nature ;  namely,  nn^ 
derftanding  and  reafon,  which  in  the  right  pofture  and 
oonftitution  of  the  human  nature  is  to -govern,  guidcj^ 
moderate,  and  order  that  inferior  feculty  that  i«  cxHiif- 
mon  to  the  brvites,  as  well  as  to.  man*    And  that  man 
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that  keeps  not  this  regiment  and  fuperintendancy  oi\M 
nobler  faculties,  degrades  himfelf  into  the  condition  of 
a  brute,  ajid  indeed  iiito  fomewhat  worfe,  for  even  the 
inftinds  of  brutes  do  for  the  moft  part  regulate  their 
fenfual  appetite  from  excefs  and  immoderation.  But 
becaufe  this  belongs  to  that  diflinft  virtue  of  tem- 
perance, I  forbear  further  inftances  therein, 

2.  Moderation  of  our  Tafficns  and  Affections :  And 
thefe  are  here  principally  intended ;  niamely.  Love, 
Hatred  or  Anger,  Joy,  Grief,  tIope,'Fear,  and  thofe 
other  mixt  or  derivative  paflions,  that  arife  in  Man 
upon  the  prefentment  of  their  feveral  objefts. 

And  although  the  fajfions  of  the  mind^  confidered 
fimply  in  themfelves,  are  a  fart  of  our  nature^  and  not 
evil ;  but  when  duly  regulated  and  ordered,  are  of 
excellent  ufe  to  us ;  yet  if  they  become  once  unruly, 
jnifplaced,  or  over-a£ted,  they  occalion  the  greateft 
trouble  in  the  world  both  to  the  perfons  themfelves  in 
whom  they  are,  and  to  others  i.  We  may  eafily  trace 
almoft  all  the  fins  and  enormities,  and  diitempers,  and 
troubles,*and  diforders  that  we  obferve  in  ourfelves  or 
others,,  to  the  immoderation  and  diforder  of  the 
paflions. 

.  And  therefore  the  due  moderation  of  them  is  of 
^eat  ^rfnfequence,  both  for  the  attaining  of  true  tran- 
quillity of  mind,  of  great  regularity  in  all  we  do  or 
fay,  and  to  the  common  peace,  order  and  benefit  of 
mankind. 

The  moderation  therefore  of  all  our  paflions  confifis 
principally  in  thefe  two  things :  1 .  That  they  be  not 
mifplaced  or  fet  upon  wrong  objefts,  as  to  love  that 
•which  we  fliould  not  love,  but  poflibly  hate-,  or  to  hat^ 
that  wliich  we  fhould  love  ;  and  fo  for  the  reft.  2.  Tlidt 
being  rightly  placed  in  refpeO:  of  their  objeds,  yet  that 
they  be  not  intended  or  acted  beyond  that  degree  that 
may  be  juftly  allowed  to  thofe  objedts  :  And  this  i8 
propei'ly  immoderation;  the  foraier  is  merely  mH* 
prifion  ^,  error,  enormity,,  folly. 

i-  .    ^  Jam.  iv.  1.  *mutaJte. 

And 
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And  therefore  when  ^e  fpeak  of  moderation  of  our 
»ffions,  it  is  intended  in  relation  of  thofe  things,  about 
>r  upon  which  our  pafEons  may  be  lawfully  ufed  or 
ixercifed,  fo  that  they  be  kept  within  their  juft  bounds 
uid  meafures. 

And  fmce  dl  the  objects  of  our  paffions  are  either 
bmething  that  is  good ;  or  fo  thought ;  as  the  objedte 
?f  our  love,  joy,  hope,  or  fomething  that  is  evil,  or  fo 
jfteemed  ;  as  the  obje£ts  of  our  hatred,  or  anger,  for* 
row,  fear ;  the  true  meafure  of  thefe  affections  or  paf- 
Gions  is  to  be  made  according  to  the  true  meafure  of 
that  good,  or  that  evil  that  is  the  prefent  objeft  of  my 
paffion.  If  the  good  or  evil  be  great,  it  deferves  a 
greater  intention  ^  of  that  paffion  or  affection  that  is 
employed  about  them  ;  if  it  be  but  little,  the  meafure 
af  my  paffion  or  affeftion  ought  not  to  exceed  it  j  if  it 
doth,  it  becomes  immoderate. 

And  hence  it  is  that  the  fame  paffion  or  affedion 
may  be,  and  indeed  ought  to  be  varioufly  afted  or  in- 
tended^ about  objefts  of  the  fame  nature,  yet  under/ 
different  degrees  of  good  and  evil :  I  may  at  the  fame 
dme  have  different  objefts  of  my  love,  different  forts 
or  kinds  of  good,  and  of  different  allays,  fome  more, 
fonie  lefs  good,  and  my  love  may  be  extended  to  them 
all  at  the  fame  time ;  but  the  degrees  of  my  love  are  di-^ 
verfified  according  to  the  diverfity  of  the  degrees  of 
good  that  each  objeQ;  hath,    all  circumftances,  ad-' 
junCIs  and  coafequences  being  confidered.  '  The  like 
may  be  faid  touching  evils,  that  are  the  objefts  of  my 
[latred,  anger,  forrow,  or  fear. 

The  moderation  therefore  of  affedion  requires  thefe 
things  principally  i  \.  A  right  judgment  or  ejiimate  of 
things  good  or  evil,  according  to  their  true  natures  or 
degrees  ;  for  without  this  we  (hall  not  only  miftake  in 
the  degrees  of  good  or  evil,  but  even  in  their  very  na- 
tures :  We  fliall  not  only  take  the  leffer  good  or  evil 
for  the  greater,  or  the  greater  for  the  lefs ;  but  we  ijiall 
be  apt  to  miftake  the  things  themfelyes,  and.  call  evil 

*  *  stronger  exercise.  '  exerted. 
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good,  and  good  evil.     Now  it  is  certain,  that  accor<!ing 
to  the  judgment  that  we  have  touching  things  good,  or 
evil,  and  their  values  and  degrees,  accordingly  are  our 
pailions,  and  their  extents  and  tranfports  meafured  but* 
If  I  judge  or  elteem  that  to  be  truly  good,  which  in- 
deed is  not,  I  deliver  over  to  it  my  affeftion  of  love, 
joy  or  hope  :  and  if  I  judge  that  to  be  a  great  and  im- 
portant good,  which  is  but  fmall  or  inconfiderable  j  yet 
according  to  the  meafure  or  proportion  of  fuch  efti- 
mate,  I  meafure  out  the  degree  of  my  love,  joy,  or  de- 
light in  fuch  good.  A  child  will  fet  as  great  a  rate,  ancf 
COTfequently  allow  as  great  a  meafure  of  his  love  or  de^ 
light  to  a  rattle,  as  a  boy  doth  to  his  top  and  fcourge,  or 
as  a  man  doth  to  a  diamond  ;  all  arifmg  from  the  va- 
riety of  their  judgment,  or  eftimate  or  the  value  of  the 
thing.     And  the  like  may  be  faid  of  e\als,  and  their 
fcveral  degrees,  with  relation  to  the  paffions  of  hatred, 
forrow,  or  fear.     2.  The  feccmd  thing  required  to  mo- 
deration, is  a  prudent^  Jhaid  deliberGtionj  before  the 
paffion  be  put  into  motion,  that  fo  the  judgment  be* 
confulted  touching  the  nature   of  the  objeft;    firft, 
whether  it  be  good  or  evil ;  and  then  what  degree  of 
good  or  evil  it  hath :  for  be  the  judgment  never  fo 
good,  yet  if  paffion  run  before  it,  and  be  precipitate 
upon  the  firft  and  fudden  apprehenfion  of  the  thing 
propofed,  or  objefted>  and  fo  antevert  *  the  ufe  of  de- 
liberation, and  the  ripening  of  the  judgment,  there  muft 
necei&rily,  or  at  leaft  ordinarily  follow  either  miftake . 
or  diforder,  or  immoderation  in  the  paflion,  of  what' 
kind  foever  ;  and  then  the  mind  is  difturbed,  and  put  • 
into  diforder  fuddenly ;  ^lis  difficult  then  to  make  a 
right  judgment,  or  at  leaft  it  comes  too  late,  and  mahy 
times  after  the  mil'chief  is  done  by  the  hufty  and  preti* 
pitate  paffion,  either  without  or  at  leait  withhi  the  iiiihdjj 
thus  tranfported  with  paffion  ot  an}'  kind. 

And  therefore  the  general  ride  for  moderation  of  all 
kind  of  paffions,  is  refolutely  to  prefcribe  to  a  mau'* 
felf  this  law ;    that  before  he  any  way  gives  leave  to ' 

*  outstrip, 

his 


Of  the  Moder^ion  of  tBt  j^eSiom.  367 

hfe  paifion,  he  ^rill  paufe  and  confider  awhile,  touching 
tile  objefl:  prefented,  what  it  is,  whether  good  or  evil ; 
and  if  either,  then  what  degree  or  value  it  bears.  And. 
when  once  a  man  hath  thus  peremptorily  refolved  to 
giv«  himfelf  this  law,  and  hath  a  little  while  inured  him-* 
felf  to  the  practice  of  it,  he  will  find  it  eafy  and  familiar. 

This  will  better  appear  in  the  feveral  inftances  of  the 
fever al  affeSlions  or  paflions  of  the  mind  ;  principally  ia 
thofe  of  love  and  hatred,  or  anger,  joy  and  forrow, 
hfype  and  fear. 

1 .  The  affeSfion  of  love^  is  the  principal  and  govern, 
ning  afFeftion  of  the  mind,  and  the  root  of  all  other  paf- 
iions :  For  whatfbever  I  love,  renders  that  hateful  and 
difpleaiing,  which  either  prevents  me  from  it,  or  de- 
prives me  of  it ;  and  fo  occafions  the  pailions  of  hatred 
or  anger :  Whatfoever  I  love,  makes  me  joyful  or  de- 
lighted in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  or  forrowful  in  the  lofe 
or  deprivation  of  it ;  and  fo  produceth  joy  and  forrow : 
Whatfoever  I  love,  I  hope  for,  if  abfent,  or  I  fear  the 
!ofe  or  deprivation  of  it ;  and  fo  produceth  hope  and 
fear. 

The  ohjeS  of  tliis  affe(Stion  is  fomething  that  is  good, 
or  fo  apprehended :  The  greater  that  good  is,  the- 
^eater  is  the  love  of  it :  Therefore  the  chiefeft  good 
draws  out  the  chiefeft  love  ;  and  an  infinite  good  and 
liilnieAfurable  and  boundlefs  love  :  And  fince  Almigbij 
God  is  the  chiefeft  and  infinite  good,  there  cannot  be 
any  immoderation  or  excefs  of  love  to  hira :  And 
therefore  this  moderation  of  our  affeftion  of  love,  hath 
nX)  place  in  relation  to  my  love  of  God,  for  \  cannoC 
love  him  too  much.  But  this  moderation  of  this  affec- 
ttoa  principally  refpefts  tbi  good  things  of  this  world  j  as 
Wealth,  Honour,  Power,  Reputation,  Relations, 
Friends,  Health  of  Body,  Pleafures,  and  External 
Contentments,  Recreations,  Good  Cloaths,  Equipage 
aftd  State,  and  fuch  like. 

*  Thefe  good  thmgs  of  this  life,  have  in  themfelvea  a 

jaft  meafure  of  good,  and  therefore,  according  to  th# 
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meafure  of  good  that  is  in  them;  they  referve  a  pnJ- 
portionable  meafure  of  our  love ;  for  external  bleffing9 
are  really  bleflings. 

I  'And  among  the  feveral  good  things  of  this  world^ 
there  are  feveral  ranks  and  degrees  of  good  ;  fome  are 
good,  foih  t  are  better ;  and  accordingly  the  propor- 
tion or  meafure  of  love  that  I  lend  to  them,  is  to  be 
moderated  and  diflributed,  and  expreffed,  according 
to  the  different  degrees  and  ranks  of  good  that  we  find 
in  them,  or  the  relation  they  bear  to  me  \  for  inftancC) 
I  may  love  wealth,  but  fince  wealth  is  but  a  ufeful  in- 
ftrument  direfted  to  other  ends  as  to  fupport  my  life, 
my  health,  my  relations,  I  am  to  love  it  lefs  than  thefe, 
becaufe  thefe  are  more  valuable,  and  my  wealth  isj  only 
defirable  or  good  to  thefe  ends  and  fubordinate  ufes. 

Moderation  of  affeftion  of  love  in  relation  to  externals^ 
confifts  therefore  principally  in  thefe  things. 

1.  That  we  have  2,juft  ejiimate  of  the  good  that  is  in 
the  thing  that  we  fet  our  love  upon,  and  that  we  do  not  — 
over-value  them,  or  expeft  that  good  to  be  in  them  x\\ztrz 
really  is  not  ;  we  muft  look  upon  them  as  they  are  ;  il^ 

may  be  they  are  fuch  as  have  not  a  perfeft  fincere  good 

in  them,  but  a  mixture  of  evil ;  or  fuch  as  have  not 
flable  or  permanent  good  in  them,  but  are  mutabl 
or  mortal,  or  fuch  as  have  a  good  in  them  proportion- 
ate only  to  our  prefent  condition;    and   when  our" 
condition  is  altered,  the  good  that  is  in  them  vaniflw 
eth  :  And  if  they  be  fuch,  wc  muft  efteem  them  asfuch^ 
and  love  them  as  fuch ;  and  for  the  moft  part  are  all 
worldly  things,  health,  wealth,  friends,  relations,  nay 
our  very  lives. 

•  2.  That  we  look  upon  all  the  good  that  is  in  the 
world,  as  derived  from  the  gcodnefs  of  God^  and  infi- 
iMtely  below  that  good  that  is  in  him  ;  and  therefore 
all  our  love  to  them  niuil  be  fubordinate  to  that  love 
that  we  owe  to  God,  and  muft  be  controled  by  it,  and 
in  all  competitions  muit  give  place  unto  it.  Suppofe 
I  have  great  wealth  and  many  relations,^  I  may,  nay  in 

reafon 


Of  the  Moderation  of  the  AffelHons.  S69 

jreafon  I  ou^ght  to  bear  fome  love  to  them  \  but  I  mixli: 
remember  it  is  but  a  derivative  and  a  fubordinate  good, 
and  therefore  I  muft  love  them  with  this  referye  and 
qualification,  that  if  God  pleafe  to  call  for  them,  I 
muft  quietly  part  with  them  \  for  as  I  have  them 
under  that  condition,  fo  the  love  I  owe  to  God,  the 
fupreme  good,  engageth  me  to  fubmit  to  his  will,  and 
to  obey  it ;  for  if  I  love  him  beft,  I  muft  be  pleafed 
with  what  his  will  is  pleafed ;  for  I  judge  him  the  beft 
jgpod,  and  therefore  his  will  the  beft  will ;  and  the  good 
pi^afure  of  his  will  muft  be  the  rule  of  my  fubjedign, 
Otherwiie  his  love  hath  not  the  pre-eminence. 

3.  That  we  make  a  right,  a  due  comfarijon  between 
^ood  things  of  fever  al  kinds  y  and  give  that  the  preference 
in  pur  love,  which  upon  a  due  judgment  ought  to  he 
preferred  j  and  this  concerns  and  principally  difcoverg 
itfelf  in  the  competition  of  feveral  good  things,  and  qf 
pur  affi?£lions  to  them.  The  merchant  loves  his  gopds 
veil,  but  in  a  ftorm,  to  £ave  his  life,  is  content  to  throw 
his  goods  over-board.  And  the  exercife  ojF  wii5iom  in 
this  kind,  principally  confifts  in  the  due  weighing  th[e 
feveral  values  of  good  things  of  feyeral  natures,  anji 
raging  of  them  in  their  feveral  ranks  j '  and  alfo  ia  the 
diligent  confideration  of  the  feveral  circumftances  that 
accompany  feveral  things  :  for  many  times  fome  good 
thi^gs  that  are  in  themfelves  preferable  before  Qtheins, 
receive  an  abatement  and  allay  by  circumftance? ; 
and  others  lefs  preferable,  receive  an  advance  by 
the  circumftances  that  attend  them.  1.  Therefore 
touching  the  different  ranks  of  things  tbemfelves,  in 
matters  of  my  own  private  concernment.  I  am  \o 
prefer  my  foul,  and  the  good  thereof,  before  all  iny 
external  advantages ;  for  what  Jhall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  bis  foul  ?  I  am  to  prefer  the  gppd  of  my 
hfealth,  beforet  he  good  of  my  wealth.  Again^  in  things 
relating  to  myfelf  and  others,  I  am  to  prefer  the  fafejy 
of  the  ft  ate  wherein  I  live,  before  my  wealth,  yea  and 
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before  my  own  fafety  ;  becaufe  I  am  fure  when  the 
whole  is  in  danger,  I  muft  needs  be  in  danger,  and 
many  more  ;  I  am  to  prefer  a  great  good  that  may  ac- 
crue to  many,  before  a  fmaller  good,  nay  poffibly  an 
equal  good  that  may  accrue  to  myfelf ;  nay,  I  am  to 
prefer  an  apparent  greater  good  to  any  perfon  than  a 
fmall  and  inconfiderable  good  to  myfelf.  But  above  all,  I 
am  to  prefer  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  before  "my 
own  honour,  reputation,  eftate,  contentment,  or  lire 
itfelf ;  becaufe  he  is  the  greateft  good,  and  moft  to  be 
loved,  and  tlie  love  to  his  honour  is  but  the  refult  of  my 
love  to  him.  Again,  in  things  relating  to  others,  I  am 
to  prefer  a  greater  good  that  may  accrue  to  one,  before  a 
fmaller  good  to  another ;  the  good  of  our  neighbour's 
foul  before  the  good  of  another's  eftate,  where  the  one, 
but  not  both,  are  juftly  in  my  power  ;  I  may  prefer  an 
equal  good  to  a  relation,  before  an  equal  good  to  a 
ftranger,  where  the  concernment  or  condition  of  both 
are  equal ;  becaufe  I  have  juft  reafon  to  love  a  relation 
before  a  ftranger.  Again,  2.  As  there  are  different 
ranks  of  good,  fo  different  circumjlances  make  one  good 
preferable  before  another.  If  I  fee  two  men  in  danger, 
and  I  can  relieve  but  one  of  them,  both  being  equal  to 
me,  I  am  to  prefer  the  relief  of  him  whofc  danger  is 
greater  and  more  imminent,  before  the  relief  of  him 
whofe  danger  is  lefs  or  more  remote  ;  and  herein  pru- 
dence and  integrity  of  heart  muft  be  the  direftor  of  my 
love,  and  of  the  emanations  of  it,  always  provided  that 
nothing  unjuft  or  diflioneft  be  mingled  with  what  I  do. 

4*  That  as  among  goods  of  different  fizesordegri 
I  am  to  prefer  the  bell ;  fo  among  good  things  that 
leaft  feem  equal,  I  do  prefer  the  mqft  lofting  and  dura*^ 
ble ;  for  laftingnefs  and  durablenefs  is  a  fpecial  part  o0 
the  goodnefs  of  any  thing  ;  nay  oftentimes  a  good^ 
that  in  its  prefent  degree  or  extent  is  greater ;  yet  if  i — 
Ibie  lefs  durable,  is  not  fo  valuable  as  a  lefs  but  mor^ 
lafling  good  j  as  the  greater  wealth,  that  muft  be  fpen— 
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in  a  year,  is  truly  lefs  valuable  than  a  fmaller  ponion 
tbat  hfts  two  years. 
.  5»  That  we  objerve  that  general  rule^  before  given, 
namely.  That  we  never  give  our  aSedion  of  love  leave 
to-  run  out  alone,  without  judgment  aiKl  confideration 
going  before  it,  and  going  along  with. it:  That  we 
ftiffer  not  our  paflions  to  deal  out  their  ^own  meafur£S> 
but  our  judgment  and  deliberation.;.!  hat  we  always 
keep  this  afFeftion  efpecially  under  difcipline.  .and 
government,  and  fufFer  it  not  to  run  .away,  from  us,i  as 
an. unruly  bead  \\dthout  a  chain  ;  for  it  is  certain,,  tho 
due  gotvErnmcnt  of  this  affeftion  governs  all  the  reft ..  ^ 
And  now  if  we  look  abroad  into  the.  world,  lOr 
indeed  but  ftriftly  and  impartially  obferve  ourfelves, 
we  fhall  eafily  obferve  a  marvellous  v/ant  of  modera- 
tion of  this  affedion.  For  not  to  mention  the  mif- 
placing  of  this  afFefcion  upon  what  we  fhould  really 
hate,  we  may  fee  a  great  irregularity  in  the  meafure 
and  order  of  exerting  this  affeftion  about  things,  that 
we  may  in  their  meafure  and  kind  love :  we  talk 
indeed,  of  loving  God  above  all,  and  of  the  great  value 
we  fet  upon  our  fouls  and  everlafting  life,  and  of  felf- 
denial,  and  againft  the  loving  of  the  world,  and  how 
vain  and  contemptible  a  thing  the  world  is  ;  but  for  the 
moft  part  they  are  but  words  and  fpeculations  ;  when 
we  come  to  praftice  and  life,  there  appears  nothing, 
or  very  little  that  anfwers  thefe  notions  and  fpecula- 
tions ;  little  of  that  moderation  that  thofe  notions  im- 
port. We  love  the  world,  the  wealth,  the  honours, 
the  pleafuresy  the  profits  of  it,  with  all  our  fouls ; 
we  make  it  our  principal  bufinefs  to  attain  and  enjoy 
it ;  we  account  it  our  greatefl  calamity  when  we  are 
croffed  or  difappointed  in  it.  One  man  lets  his 
whole  heart  upon  his  greatnefs,  another  upon  his 
wealth,  another  upon  his  pleafure  and  recreations,  ano- 
ther upon  his  preferment,  another  upon  the  favour  of 
great  men,  another  upon  the  applaufe  of  his  learning  or 
eloquence,  another  upon  the  beauty  of  a  miftrefs  or  fer* 
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vant :  nay,  fo  dilldifh  we  many  times  are,  that  we  are  eOr 
amoured  oil  very  toys,  as  fine  clothes,  handibme  furni- 
ture, a  fine  houfe,  fplendid  entertainments,  a  fine  head 
of  hair,  or  mad  antic  poflures,  or  compliments,  affeded 
words,  geftures  or  phjrafes,  apifli  imitation,  plays  and 
gaming,  new  fafhions ;  that  many  there  are  that  mak^ 
wch  feathers  as  thefe  the  principal  objeft  of  their  love; 
the  bufinefs  and  fhidy  of  their  lives,  and  are  as  much 
concemed  in  their  difappointment  herein,  as  if  they 
irere  undone.  Thefe  are  prepoflerous,  and  wspt  mor 
deration  in  their  afFedion,  becaufe  they  have  no  true 
judgment  or  eftimate  of  things  according  to  their 
true  values,  ' 
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THE  VANITY  AND  VEXATION 


THAI*   ARIIBTH   FBUdBI 


WORLDLY  HOPE  and  EXPECTATION, 


It  is  vety  evident  to  every  man's  experi^ce,  that 
iope  and  expeifation  of  Good^  is  the  great  wheei,  ^ 
itithet  weight,  that  moves  rakn  to  all  adions  and  uni- 
dertakings.  The  ploughman  ploughs  jn  hope  %  and 
th^  merchant  adventures  m  hope ;  and  the  fchcdar 
iludies  in  hope ;  and  the  foldier  fights  in  hope ;  and 
ib  for  all  human  adliions.  And  thus  it  muft  needs  be ; 
for  in  hope  or  expeftation  there  are  thefe  ingredients  : 

1  •  Some  end  that  a  man  hath  in  profp^,  whick 
carries  a  complacency  and  fuitablenefs  to  the  nund ; 
as  to  be  rich,  or  powelful,  or  learned,  or  applauded. 
Thefe  are  the  ordinaty  ends  of  ordinary  men ;  btit 
there  are  ends  of  a  nobler  condition,  as  to  be  everlaft- 
ingly  happy,  &c.  But  of  thefe  nobler  and  higher  ends 
I  do  not  How  fpeak. 

2,  That  end  is  alfo  reprefented  as  an  end  poffibk  and 
attainable. 

S.  That  there  be  alfo  a  means  propofed  prokabfy  con- 
ducing to  the  attaming  of  that  end  i  and  the  hope  or 
expectation  of  that  end  is  ttie  fpirit  of  life  that  jputs  a 
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man  upon  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  that  means,  thus 
conducible  to  it :  for  the  mofl  part  the  complacency 
that  is  taken  in  the  exercife  of  the  means  to  the 
attaining  of  the  end  propofed,  is  at  all  times  equal,  and 
mod  times  exceeds  the  complacency  that  is  taken  in 
enjoyment  of  tha  end  when  attained,  for  the  reafon 
hereafter  given :  for  the  end  is  prcfent  in  expedtation 
in  the  moft  ample  and  comprehenfive  image  or  idea 
thereof  that  can  be  :  and  tliis  is  that  which  quickens 
and  drives  on  aSion  with  intcnfivenefs  proportionable 
tb  that  meafure  of  worth  and  value  that  the  foul  puts 
upon  the  end  thus  profpected  U  And  therefore  he 
that  hath  a  great  and  high  expcftation  and  value  of 
the  end  propounded,  afts  with  vigour  and  induftry ; 
he  that  fetsbut  a  low  price  or  valuation  upon  the  end, 
as  a  bufinefs  but  little  preponderating  the  trouble  and 
induftry  to  attain  it,  is  cold  in  his  profecution  of  it : 
but  if  the  labour  and  induftry  that  is  required  in  the 
ufe  of  that  means,  appear  to  equal  the  good  that  is 
attained  in  the  end,  the  whole  aftion  is  for  the  moft 
•deferted ;  as  he  that  fets  a  great  value  upon  wealth  or 
Jhtonour,  fpares  no  pains  to  attain  it,  fo  he  that  fets  but 
low  value  upon  it,  is  flat  and  lazy  in  his  profecution  of 
it ;  and  he  that  looks  upon  it  as  not  countervailing 
the  pains  in  acquiring  it,  fits  ftill,  and  is  idle  in  it. 

For  the  moft  part,  the  good  things  of  this  world  arc 
prefented  to  men  in  expedation,  not  only  in  their  beft 
drefs^  but  in  an  elevated  value  above  what  is,  in  truth, 
in  them ;  and  this  is  therefore  fo  upon  a  double  reajotu 

1.  The  wife  Providence  of  God  permitting  it,  and 
.that  :for  this  excellent  end,  to  keep  men  in  adion  and 
•in  motion ;  which  is  of  Angular  ufe  for  mankind :  for 
if  the  things  exciting  the  ordinary  aftions  of  life  did  ap- 
pear with  no  greater  an  elevation  than  poflibly  they  do 
really  and  intrinfically  bear,  the  moft  part  of  mankind 
would  fit  ftill  and  do  nothing.  This  very  fallacy,  that 
men  put  upon  themfelves  in  over-expe£Ung,  is  a  fpur 
to  adion  and  motion,  which  in  moft  men  would  be 

*  kept  in  view. 
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wholly  intermitted,  unlefs  the  very  worldly  concerns 
did  fet  them  in  aftiGn,  as  the  ends  ftand  thus  repfe- 
fented  to  their  expeftation. 

2.  Mankind  being  endued  with  a  fancy  or  imagina- 
tion, that  hath  not  only  a  power  of  feparating  the  good 
of  every  thing  from  the  evil  that  may  poffibly  accom- 
pany what  it  expefts,  but  alfo  of  fluffing  and  filling  the  • 
good  with  great  imaginary  advances,  it  doth  (to  pleafe  , 
and  gratify  itfelf )  exercife  both  thefe  delightful  de-. 
ceits.     If  it  finds  any  good  in  what  it  expefls,  it  doth 
upon  choice  thrufl  away  and  remove  all  that  evil  that 
is  really  annexed  to  it,  that  fo  it  may  not  be  vexed  with 
the  pre-apprehenfions  of  it :  and   it  multiplies,  and 
augments,  and  advanceth  and  magnifieth  that  good 
that  it  hath  left,  that  fo  he  may  with  the  greater  delight 
expeft  what  he,  by  this  phantafy,  hath  wrought  him-/ 
felf  up  to  a  belief  that  he  fhall  enjoy. 

The  mijery  and  unhappinejs  thai  falls  upon  mankind^  ' 
from  this  advance  of  the  Hope  and  Exp  e  Slat  ion  of  Worldly 
JEndsy  is  obfervable  in  one  of  thefe  events  thereof : 

1 .  It  may  be  there  is  an  utter  frujlration  of  the  whoje 
thing  defigned  and  aimed  at,  and  fo  his  expeftation  is 
like  the  dream  of  the  hungry  man  in  the  prophet,  that 
dreamed  he  had  eaten,  and  he  awakes  and  behold  he  is 
a  himgry  i. 

2.  If  he  attain  the  endive  expefled,  be  it  wealth  or' 
honour,  or  pleafure,  or  the  like  j  yet  many  times  there 
doth  attend  itfomejignal  mif chief  or  evilxhax  he  had  not 
before  the  patience  to  think  of,  that  doth  render  the 
whole  enjoyment  to  be  utterly  a  thing  mifchievous,  and 
worfe  than  a  difappointment^  And  indeed  the  things 
•f  the  world  are  generally  of  fuch  a  confiftency,  that 
a  very  little  evil  joined  to  it,  will  four  and  make  it  un- 
lavory:  A  want  of  a  little  fpot  of  ground  for  a  gar- 
den, will  make  the  fruitions  of  a  kingdom  but  infipid, 
to  Ahab ;  and  a  want  of  Mordecai's  knee,  will  difrelifh 
all  the  honour  of  the  great  courtier  Haman.  The  truth' 
is,  the  mind  is  that  which  makes  any  thing  uneafy  j 

*  Isaiah  xxix.  8. 
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and  it  fells  out  that  a  fmall  crofs  or  trouble  td  a  trattd^ 
cfpecially  filled  with  expeftation  of  a  full  and  ertthie 
happinefs,  will  be  as  troublefome  as  a  fmall  thorn  in  a 
great  man's  foot. 

S.  But  yet  further,  fuppofe  we,  that  the  thing  prd- 
je&ed  is  attained  without  any  mixture  of  mifchief  at- 
tending it ;  yet  here  is  an  infeparable  unhappinefs  that 
doth  attend  the  moft  perfefl:  enjoyment  of  the  beft 
worldly  advantage  projefted  and  expedted  ;  it  is  always 
le/s  than  it  was  expeSfed.  The  expeftation  flattered  it- 
felf  with  much  more  than  what  it  finds,  and  a  ttian 
doth  infallibly  find  that  his  mind  and  phantaly  had 
drefled  up  arid  adorned  the  image  and  phantafm  of 
^hat  was  projefted,  much  finer  and  goodlier  than  he 
finds  it,  wheji  he  attains  it.  A  man  projeding  bappi- 
liefs  in  honour,  wealth,  friends,  applaufe,  pleasures,  ot 
any  other  earthly  thing,  is  much  like  a  builder,  that 
hath  much  more  content  in  his  contrivances  arid  ex- 
peftation  of  the  beauty,  comelinefs,  ufefulnefs,  cotitetit- 
ment,  and  other  complacency  of  his  building,  fhSlI 
when  it  is  firiifhed ;  and  when  he  hath  done  all,  riay, 
though  exquifitely  fuitable  to  his  mind,  yet  his  con- 
tentirient  vaniflieth  in  the  fruition,  and  the  content- 
merit,  as  it  falls  fhort  of  the  expeftation,  fo  for  the 
moft  part  it  dies  and  vaniflieth  with  the  enjoyment. 

Take  therefore  this  counfel :  Firfl:,  in  all  thy  defigns 
of  temporal  advaritagies,  hep  thy  exfe£laiion  and  hopej 
tbw^  clog  them  with  fufpicions,  and  abatements,  aiid 
^lays;  otherwife  thy  expefltations  will  cheat  ui^Q^ 
arid  riot  only  fo,  but  render  that  good  that  thou  ihalt 
atttain  (ieven  upon  honeff  defigns)  infipid  and  flat, 
beciaufe  lefs  than  what  thou  expedleft :  whereas  a  low 
cxpieftation  gives  a  relifli  to  a  low  enjoyment.  Se- 
coridly.  Set  not  thy  heart  upon  an  earneft  profectkidn  of 
femporal  advantages  y  for,  if  they  do  not  yeix  ttiee*  t>y 
djfappbintment,  or  fome  thorn  or  gall  thai  d!oth  adhere 
to  them,'  yet  it  is  ten  to  one  they  will  cheat  tRee  i '  ap- 
piear  riidre  glorious  at  a  dil!ance  and  iii  expeSatiort^ 
than  nearer  hand,  arid  in  fruition.     They  are  trimmed 
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ttietttfrfve^,  are  like  the  apjiles  of  Sodom,  bedutifiil  to 
the  eye,  but  vanifh  into  duft  ii<rhen  touched.  Salomm 
was  certainly  the  wifeft  and  externally  happieft  king 
tfrifcteter  the  world  kneW:  he  hdd  the  gf eateft  ^ppdt- 
ttinity  that  ever  any  man  had,  to  take  A  mil  eftittate  if 
the  world  in  its  choiceft  enjoyments^  by  re^afon  of  W^ 
wealth,  and  peace,  and  power,  and  intereft,  almt^ft  with 
afll  the  princes  and  potentates  that  then  reigned*  Mtf 
Ikd  a  raft  judgment  and  undet-ftanding  of  all  things  Iri 
liattire,  and  could  with  ex<5imfite  flrill  and  reltih,  fdai'dh 
mto,  said  attain  all  that  was  ^xtertially  good  aiiddeffltti- 
ble  in  this  world ;  and  befides  all  this,  he  ttiide  it  hi^ 
chief  bufintfs  to  fearcji  atit  what  Was  thdt  good  tot 
the  Tons  of  men,  nnder  the  fun*:  tod  thi&  he  <iid  ildi- 
ttidr  bruMly,  as  led  thereunto  by  fenfoafity ;  r^t  fii^ 
pferfitially,  or  barely  by  fpeculatiort ;  but  he  ittlideif 
hisbufinefs  not  only  ftriaiy  to  enqtilre  itito  itj  by  feis 
jtieafdn  and  judgment,  but  xlfo  teally  to  exp^rim^t  arid 
trf  the  matter  he  thus  fought  rfter :  and  hiiVhig  ^Ith 
much  induftry  and  ohfervatlon  climbed,  as  it  tc^fefe,  to 
the  top  of  all  worldly  felicity  and  enjoyment,  and  be- 
holding the  reft  of  mankind,  as  well  as  they  were  able, 
reaching  and  clambering,  as  it  were,  towai'ds  this  pre? 
cipice  of  worldly  felicity. 


—  Dum  monte  potitu* 
Spectat  anhelantem  dura  ad  fastigia  turbam. 

From  this  high  mountain  he  befpeaks  mankind  in  his 
critical  Book  of  Ecclefiaftes,  as  it  were,  in  this  manner : 

*  Ye  Children  of  Men,  I  fee  ye  are  full  of  great  ex-. 

*  pedations  of  and  by  worldly  contentment,  and  you 

*  take  much  pains  for  the  acqueft  of  them :  Liften  a 
'  while  what  I  fhall  fay  to  you :  I  have  had  thofe  op- 

*  portunities  of  a  full  difcovery  of  the  beft  that  this 

*  world  can  afford  ;  Wealth,  Honour,  Pleafures  of  all 
'  forts  and  kinds,  and  fuch  opportunities  as  none  of 

*  you  ever  had  or  can  expefl:,  to  make  the  like  difco- 

*  very  j 
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*fVery ;  and  I  have  denied  myfelf  nothing  that  thia 

*  world  can  afford  to  give  me  content,  and  the  moft 

*  exquifite  tafte  and  reUlh  of  them ;  and  I  have  now 

*  arrived    to    the    very  fajligium^  the  very    highefl:. 

*  point    of  this   mountain  of   pleafure  and  worldly. 
'  fruition  ;  and  I  find  myfelf  wholly  deceived  in  what 

*  I  expected :  I  expected  indeed  as  great  contentation 

*  as  you  do,  but  now  I  have  tafted  of  every  difh,  I  find 

*  them  all  to  be  but  Vanity  and  Vexation  of  Spirit,     I. 

*  have  not  been  only  difappointed  in  what  I  expefted 

*  from  them,  but  inflead  thereof  have  reaped  nothing 

*  but  Sorrow,  Anxiety,  Vexation.     You  do  therefore 

*  deceive  yourfelves  in  all  the  pains  you  take,  while  ye 

*  think  from  thefe  worldly  enjoyments,  ye  Ihall  acquire 

*  Happinefs,-  yea,  or  "Contentafion  in  them.    Be  wife 

*  therefore,  and  take  warning  by  me,  the  greateft  Exam- 

*  pie  that  ever  the  World  knew  of  this  kind.  Give  over 
^  thefe  laborious,  bufy  and  vain  purfuits  of  yours ;  and 

*  take  out  but  this  concluding  leflbn  of  mine,  which  I 

*  have  learned  by  infallible  experience.  Fear  Godj  and 

*  keep  his  Commandments ^  for  this  is  the  whole  Duty  of 
'  Man: 
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FOR  HERE  HAVE  WE  NO  CONTINUING  CITY,  BUT 

WE  SEEK  ONE  TO  COME. 

I  HAVE,  in  my  courfe  of  life^  had  as  many  ftations^  and 
places  of  habitation,  as  moft  men.  I  have  been  in  al- 
moft  continual  motion ;  and  although,  of  all  earthly 
things,  I  have  the  moft  defired  reft,  retirednefs,  and  a 
fixed  private  ftation ;  yet  the  various  changes  that  I 
have  feen  and  found,  the  public  employments  that  with- 
out my  feeking,  and  againft  my  inclination  have  been 
put  upon  me,  and  many  other  interventions,  as  well 
private  as  public,  have  made  the  former  part  of  this  text 
true  to  me  in  the  letter,  that  I  have  had  no  continuing 
city,  or  place  of  habitation.  When  I  had  defigned 
ulito  myfelf  a  fettled  manfion  in  one  place,  and  had 
fitted  it  to  my  convenience  and  repofe,  I  have  been 
prefently  conftrained  by  my  neceffary  employments  to 
leave  ic  and  repair  to  another :  and  when  again  I  had 
thoughts  to  find  repofe  there,  and  had  again  fitted  it  to 
my  convenience,  yet  fome  other  necelTary  occurrences 
have  diverted  me  from  it :  and  thus  by  feveral  vicifli- 
tudes,  my  dwellings  have  been  like  fo  many  inns  to  a 
traveller ;  though  of  fome  longer  continuance,  yet  al- 
moft  of  equal  inftability  and  viciffitude.  This  unfet- 
tlednefs  of  ftation,  though  troublefome,  yet  hath  given 
me  a  good  and  pra6fical  moral ;  namely,  that  I  muft 
n6t  expeft  my  reft  in  this  lower  world,  but  muft  make 
it  as  the  place  of  my  journey  and  pilgrimage,  not  of 

my 


380  Of  the  Infiahiliiy  and  ViclJJitude 

my  repofe  and  reft,  but  muft  look  further  for  that  hap» 
pinefs.  And  truly  when  I  confider  that  it  hath  beett 
the  wifdom  of  God  Almighty  to  exercife  thofe  wor- 
thievS  which  he  left  as  patterns  to  the  reft  of  mankifid^ 
with  this  kind  of  difcipline  in  this  world,  I  have  reafon 
not  to  complain  of  it  as  a  difficulty,  or  an  inconve- 
nience ;  but  to  be  thankful  to  him  for  it  as  an  inftruc- 
tion  and  document,  to  put  me  in  remembrance  of  a  bet- 
ter home,  and  to  hicite  me  to  make  a  due  provifion  for 
it,  even  that  everlafling  reft  which  he  hath  provided  for 
them  that  love  him  j  and  by  poUring  me  thus  from  veflel 
to  veflel,  to  keep  me  from  fixing  myfelf  too  much  upon^ 
this  world  below.  But  the  truth  is,  did  we  confider  this 
world  as  becomes  us,  even  as  wife  men,  we  may  eafily 
find,  without  the  help  of  any  fuch  particular  difciplind 
of  this  nature,  that  this  world  below,  neither  was  in- 
tended, nor  indeed  caii  be  a  place  of  reft,  but  only  a 
kind  of  laboratory  to  fit  arid  pi'epare  the  fouls  of  the 
children  of  men  for  a  better  and  more  abiding  ftate ;  a 
ichool  to  exercife  and  train  us  up  into  habits  of  patience 
and  obedience,  till  we  are  fitted  to  another  ftation ;  a 
Bttle  narrow  nurfery,  wherein  we  may  be  dreffed  and 
pruned,  till  tranfplanted  into  a  better  paradife.  The 
continual  troubles,  and  difcompofures,  and  fickneflies^ 
and  weakneifes^  and  calamities  that  attend  our  lives  j 
the  fhortnefs,  and  continued  vexation  occurring  m 
them ;  and  finally,  the  common  examples  of  death  and 
mortality  of  all  ages,  fexes,  conditicms  of  mankind,  are  a 
Jufflcient  inftruftion  to  convince  reafonable  men,  that 
have  the  ferioufnefs  and  patience  to  confider  and  ob- 
ferve,  That  we  have  no  abiding  city  here.  And  on  the 
ether  fide,  if  we  will  give  ourfelves  but  the  leifurd 
to  confider  and  obferve  the  great  wifdom  of  Almighty 
God,  that  orders  every  thing  in  the  world  to  ends  fuit* 
able  and  proportionable ;  the  excellence  of  the  foud 
and  mind  of  man ;  the  great  advances  and  improve* 
ments  his  nature  is  capable  of;  the  admirable  means 
the  merciful  and  wife  God  hath  alForded  unto  man* 
kind>  by  his  works  of  nature  and  providence,  by  his 

word 
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word  and  inftru&ions,  to  enable  him  for  a  nobler  life 
than  this  world  below  can  yield,  will  eafily  confefs 
that  there  is  another  ftate,  another  city  to  come,  which 
becomes  every  good,  and  wife  and  confiderate  man  to 
look  after  and  fit  himfelf  for.  And  yet  let  a  man  look 
upon  the  generality  of  mvankind  with  a  due  and  fevere 
confideration,  they  will  appear  to  be  like  a  company  of 
mad  or  diftempered  people.  The  generality  of  the 
world  make  it  their  whole  bufmefs  to  provide  for  a  reft 
or  happiriefs  in  this  world  ;  to  make  thefe  vain  acquefte 
of  wealth,  and  honour,  and  preferments,  and  pleafures 
of  thi§  world,  their  great,  if  not  only  bufinefs  and  hap- 
pineis ;  and  which  is  yet  a  higher  degree  of  frenzy,  to 
efteem  this  the  only  wifdom,  and  to  efteem  the  careful 
provifion  for  eternity,  the  folly  of  a  few  weak,  melan- 
choly, fanciful  men :  whereas  it  is  in  truth,  and  in  due 
time  it  will  moft  evidently  appear,  that  thofe  men  that 
are  mofl:  fedulous  and  folicitous  touching  the  attaining 
of  their  everlafting  reft,  are  the  only  true  wife  ineri, 
and  lb  Ihall  be  acknowledged  by  thofe  that  now  defpife 
them.     *  We  fools  accounted  his  life  madnefs,  and 

*  his  end  to  be  without  honour.  How  is  he  numbered 
^  among  the  children  of  God,  and  his  lot  is  among  the 

*  Saints  a  !' 

When  I  come  to  my  inn,  I  have  this  confideration 
prefently  occurs  to  me :  if  my  lodging  be  good  and 
Fair,  the  furniture  fplendid,  the  attendance  great,  the 
provifions  good  and  well  ordered ;  yet  I  ftraight  con- 
fider,  this  is  not  the  place  of  my  reft,  I  muft  leave 
it  to-morrow,  and  therefore  I  fet  not  my  heart  upon  it. 
And  again,  if  my  inn  be  but  poor,  my  entertainment 
mean,  my  lodging  decayed,  I  do  not  prefently  fend  for 
painters,  carpenters,  and  mafons,  to  repair  or  beautify 
it ;  but  I  content  myfelf  vdth  it,  and  will  bear  with  the 
inconveniencies,  becaufe  I  confider  it  will  be  but  for  a 
night,  and  to-morrow  I  fhall  be  gone,  and  poffibly 
come  to  my  home,  where  I  (hall  be  better  convenienceci. 
4Ad  although  the  truth  is,  that  this  wprld  is  little  other 

*Wi8d..v.  4, 
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than  our  inn  to  entertain  us  on  our  journey  to  another 
life ;  and  our  ftay  in  it  is  many  times  very  fhort,  yea, 
our  longeft  ftay  here  in  comparifon  of  eternity,  is  in- 
iinitely  more  fhort  than  a  night's  lodging  at  an  ian,  in 
comparifon  to  the  longeft  life  here  ;  yet  it  is  a  wonder- 
ful thing  to  obferve  hsKW  much  we  are  taken  up  with 
the  concerns  of  this  our  inn  ;  what  a  ftir  we  keep  about 
it ;  what  pains  and  coft  we  employ  in  it ;  how  much 
of  our  time  is  laid  out  upon  it,  as  if  it  were  our  only 
home.     If  our  lot  caft  us  upon  a  handfome  lodging 
(as  it  were),  and  in  it  furnifhed  with  wealth,  or  glory, 
or  honour,  how  we  pride  ourfelves  in  it !  how  goodly 
we  look  upon  ourfelves !  how   happy  we  think  our- 
felves !  what  care  we  have  to  make  it  more  rich,  glo* 
jrious  and  fplendid  ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  if  our  lot 
caft  us  upon  the  lower,  meaner  ftation  ;  if  we  are  poor* 
or  fickly,  or  negleded,  or  under  hatches ;  what  a  deal 
of  impatience  and  difcontent,  and  unquietnefs  appears ! 
JNay,  though  our  lodging  and  entertaimnent  in  this 
inn  of  the  world  be  pretty  well,  and  will  ferve  till  we 
take  our  journey  ;  yet  if  it  be  not  fo  fine,  and  fpleadki 
and  rich,  and  comely  as  another's ;  if  our  meat  be 
enough  to  fuffice  nature ;  if  our  clothes  enough   to 
proteft  us  from  cold  ;  if  our  houfe  good  enough  td 
keep  off"  the  ftorms,  and  defend  us  from  injuries,  yet 
if  thefe  be  not  fo  good  as  fuch  a  man's,  or  fuch  a  neigh- 
bour's, not  fo  good  as  my  anceftors  or  relations ;  Lord ! 
what  a  deal  of  unquietnefs,  and  complaining  and  envy^ 
and  impatience,  and  turbulency  of  mind  there  .is.  in 
jnen !  what  defigns,  and  frauds,  and  plots,  and  under- 
minings,  and  undue  means  men  take  to  advance  their 
own  condition,   and  to  deprefs   others,  and  all  this 
while  never  confider  that  which  would  eafily  cure  the 
extravagance,  as  well  of  one  hand,  as  of  the  other ; 
jiamely,  '  This  is  not  my  home,  it  is  but  my  inn  ;  if  it 
'  be  beautiful,  fplendid,  convenient ;  if  my  condition 

*  in  it  be  wealthy,  honourable,  profperous,  I  will  not 
f  fetpiy  heart  upon  it,  nor  think  aay  bettw  of  .myr 

*  felf  for  it ;  nor  fet  up  my  reft  in  it  j  it  is  but  my  inn, 

Mmuft 


of  our  frejent  Condition.  S8S 

f  I  muft  leave  it,  it  may  be  to-morrow.     On  the  other 

*  fide,  if  it  be  but  poor,  weak,  infirm,  ignoble,  low,  I 

*  will  content  myfelf,  it  is  but  my  inn,  it  may  ferve 

*  for  my  paffage.     I  (hall,  it  may  be,. leave  it  to-mor- 

*  row,  and  then  if  I  have  taken  that  due  care  that  be- 
•*  comes  me  in  my  provifion  for  my  eternal  ftate,  I  anl 

*  certain  the  cafe  will  be  mended  with  me ;  however  my 

*  inn  be  poor,  mean,  inconvenient,  troublefome,  it  is  but 

*  for  a  night,  my  home  will  be  better  ;  I  have  learned', 

*  that  I  have  here  no  abiding  city,  but  I  feek  one  to 

*  come/     The  benefits  of  the  confideration  of  this  text 
are  many, 

1 .  It  will  teach  a  man  a  very  low  efteem  of  this  frejent 
worlds  and  never  to  fet  the  heart  upon  it.  IFilt  thou 
Jet  thy  heart  upon  that  which  is  not  ?  It  is  not  an  abid- 
ing city :  Either  like  the  old  feigned  enchanted  caftles, 
it  will  vanifli  and  come  to  little,  while  we  think  we  have 
•feft  hold  of  it,  or  elfe  we  muft  leave  it,  we  know  not 
how  foon.  It  is  full  of  trouble  and  vexation  when  we 
-enjoy  it ;  and  very  unflable  and  uncertain  is  our  ftay 
in  it.  2.  But  let  it  be  as  good  as  it  will,  or  can  be, 
this  text  tells  of  a  city  that  is  better  worth  our  thoughts, 
an  abiding  city,  a  city  that  cannot  be  (haken,  where 
there  are  no  troubles,  no  thorns,  no  cares  no  fears  ; 
but  righteoufnefs  and  everlafting  peace  and  reft. 

2.  Confequently,  it  will  teach  us  to  feek  that  which 
is  mojl  of  value  firfi  and  moji^  and  make  that  our  greateft 
endeavour  which  is  our  greateft  concernment ;  namely, 
to  feek  that  city  that  is  to  come,  peace  with  God  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  the  hope  of  eternal  life.  It  is  true, 
while  we  are  in  this  city  that  continues  not  (this  infe- 
rior world),  God  Almighty  requires  a  due  care  for  ex- 
ternals, and  induftry  in  our  employments,  and  diligence 
in  our  callings  :  It  is  part  of  that  fervice  we  owe  to 
God,  to  our  families,  to  our  relations,  to  ourfelves ;  and 
being  done  in  contemplation  of  his  command,  it  is  an 
act  of  obedience  and  religious  duty  to  him.  But  this 
confideration  will  add  this  benefit  even  unto  our  ordi- 
nary employments  in  our  calling,  it  will  be  fure  to  bring 
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a  W^fliog  upon  It.  '  Seek  firft  the  kingdom  of  Gpd^ 
^  md  the  right eot(frieJs  thereof^  and  alltbeje  things  Jhall  be 
^  added  unto  you*'  It  &aU  be  given  in  as  an  adv^- 
tj^ge  and  ov^r-meafure.  ?.  It  will  add  great  cheerful^ 
n/^s  to  th^  empipym^njte  of  your  c^ljfng,  md  to  thofe 
worldly  (employmemts  that  are  requifite  for  your  fyp- 
poft  and  fubfiftencf?,  when  you  fliall  refign  up  your 
endeavour^  thereia  to  the  good  plegfure  of  Almighty 
Cod.  3.  It  wijl  remove  all  vex^ous  folicitoumfefe 
end  aji^ety  from  you,  when  you  ftiall  have  fuch  qc>ii- 
fideratfpns  &§  thefe ;  *  Almighty  God  (it  ip  true)  hath 

*  placed  men  in  this  world,  as  ia*a  pafl'age  tp  another^ 

*  and  requires  of  me  an  honeft  employment  for  my 
^  Aipport  and  fubfiftence  ;  or  elfe  hath  lent  nae  a  re^* 

*  fonable  liberal  portion,  whereby  I  may  comfortabljf 

*  fubfift  without  much  pains  or  labour ;  I  will  ufe  it 

*  (bberly,  cheerfully,  thankfully :  If  he  blefs  me  with 
^  increafe  or  greater  plenty,  I  will  increafe  my  humi* 

*  Jity,  fobriety  and  thankfulnefs  ;  but  if  it  be  not  his 
'  pleafure  to  blefs  me  with  plenty  and  increafe,  his  will 
^  be  done ;  I  have  enovgh  in  that  I  have  ;  there  is  ano- 

*  ther  more  abiding  city,  wherein  I  (hall  have  fuppliea 
,^  without  want,  or  fears  or  cares.' 

3.  This  confideration  will  give  abundance  of  quiet^ 
nefs,  patience,  tranquillity  of  mind  in  all  conditions. 
Am  I  in  this  world  poor,  or  defpifed,  or  difgraced,  or 
in  ficknefs,  or  pain  ?     Yet  this  text  gives  me  two  great 
fupports  under  it,     1 .  It  will  be  but  fliort ;  this  lower 
world,  the  region  of  thefe  troubles  ^d  ftorms,  is  no 
continuing,   no   abiding   city ;  and  confequently  the- 
troubles  and  ftorms  of  this  inferior  city  are  not  abiding 
or  long,     %  After  tliis  flitting,  perifhing  city  that  thu»^ 
paffeth  away,  this  four  life,  which  is  but  the  region  o;*^ 
death,  there  fucceeds  another  city  that  endureth  for- 
ever ;  a  city  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  hea- 
vens, a  ftate  of  everlafting  bleflednefs,  where  are  nei- 
ther cares,  nor  tears,  nor  fears,  nor  poverty,  nor  for- 
row,  nor  want,  nor  reproach :  I  will  therefore  with  all 
patience,  cheerfuluefe,  and  cpntentednefs,  bear  whatfp- 

ever 
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God  pleafeth  to  exercife  me  'mth2l  in  this  life  i 
3br  I#eU  know  that  niy  light  af&dions,  which  are  but 
br  a.  moment,  fhall  be  attended  with  a  far  more  ex* 
deeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

"^nideicltifiderations  will  feem  but  dry  ^nd  etApi!f^ 
:o  men  that  do  not  deeply  arid  conliderately  weigh 
natters :  Ordinarily  youilg  heads  think  theiti,  at  lealc^ 
iiifeafoiuLble  for  their  youth ;  but  they  muft  know, 
bsit  ficknefs  and  death  will  overtake  the  youiis^efl:  in 
imitf  ina  thac  will  undeceive  people,  and  render  the 
iek  mpeaffmce%  of  this  world,  either  bitter,  or  at  leaft 
ilj^tta,  and  without  zxvf  pleafant  reliih ;  and  theit  the 
iapgt  and  eifpedations  of  this  city  to  come,  trill  be  of 
MM  value  to  us  thaa  the  beft  conveni^icies  and  de- 
i^U  liu$  ichirer  world  can. afford.  Let  lis  therefore  in 
)ur  health  make  it  oiir  bufinefs  to  fecure  pur  mtereft  hi 
if  taid  it  witl  be  dur  comfort  and  benefit  both  ki  Ufc 
Midtftth* 
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CoNTENTEDNEss  and  Patience  differ  in  this^Tha^ -the 
objeft  of  the  former,  is  any  condition,  whether  it  be. 
good,  bad  or  indifferent ;  the  objed  of  the  latter,  is  any  ■ 
prefent  or  incumbent  evil.  But  though  they  differ  jui 
the  latitude  or  extent  of  their  objefl^  yet  they  both  aiife 
from  the  fame  principle^  which,  if  rightly  qualified, 
gives  both. 

The  meafure  and  original  of  all  paffions  is  love ;  and 
the  objed:  of  love,  is  that  virhich  is  really  or  apparently 
good.  If  our  love  be  right,  it  regulates  all  our  paffions  t 
for  difcontent  or  impatience  arifeth  from  the  abfence 
of  fomewhat  that  v^e  love  or  value ;  and  according  to 
the  meafure  of  our  love  to  the  thing  we  want,  fuch  is 
the  meafure  of  our  difcontent  or  impatience  under  the 
want  of  it. 

He  that  Jets  his  love  upon  that,  which  the  more  he  loves  j, 
the  more  he  enjoys^  is  Jure  to  avoid  the  danger  of  dif" 
content  or  impatience ;  becaufe  he  cannot  want  that 
which  he  loves ;  and  though  he  loves  fomething  elfe 
that  may  be  loft,  yet  under  that  lofs  he  is  not  ob- 
noxious to  much  impatience  or  difcontent,  becaufe  he 
is  fure  to  retain  that  which  he  moft  values  and  affefts, 
which  will  anfwer  and  fupply  leffer  wants  with  a  great 
advantage :  the  greateft  bent  and  portion  of  his  love 
is  laid  out  in  what  he  is  fure  to  enjoy,  and  it  is  but 
a  fmall  portion  of  love  that  is  left  for  the  thing  he  is. 
deprived  of,  and  confequently,  his  difcontent  but 
little,  and  cured  with  the  fruition  of  a  more  valuablegood., 

He  that  fets  his  love  upon  the  creature,  or  any  re* 
lijlt  from  it,  as  Honour,  Wealth,^  Reputation,  Power, 

Wife, 
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,Wife,   CIuMren,  Friends,  cacnnot  poffibly  avoid:  dif* 
bolitent  or  impatience ;  for  they  are  mutable,  uncerv 
tain,  linfatisfaarory  goodSj  fubjeft  to  casualties;  and 
according  to  the  meafiire  of  his  love  to  them,  is  the 
JDCveafure  of  his  difcontent  and  impatience  in  the  lofs  oi  ■ 
thera,  or  difappointment  in  them; 
^    He  that  fets  his  love  upon  God,  thie  more  he  loves 
him,  the  '  more  he  enjoys  of  him.     In  other  things, 
■the  greateft  danger  of  difappointmentj    and    ctHife- 
.tjiiently,  of  impatiei^cei,  is  when  he  loveis  them  beff} 
•Dixt  the  more  love  we  bear  to  God,  the  more  love  he 
.jcetiima  to  *  us,   and  communicates  his  goodnefs  the 
Incare' freely  to  us.  •  Therefore  mtc  are  certain  that  we 
-cannot  be  difappointed^  nor  confequentlyi  have  any 
.j^Hnd  of  impatience  or  difcontent  in  that  which  is 
out  wrum  magnum^  the  thing  we  chiefly  value* 
.^•He  that  fets  his  entireft  love  on  God.  yet  hath  a  li- 
berty to  iffue  a  Subordinate  portion  of  love  to  other 
good  things,   as  health,   peace,   opportunities  to  do 
:gdod^  wife^  children,  friends":  "and  in  thefe  he  may 
becrofled   and   difappointed.-^    But  the   -predominant 
lave  of  God  delivers  the  fuul  from  difcontent  and  inrpa^ 
fiencCj  even  under  thefe  loffes.  ' 

1 .  Becaufe  the  foul  is  flill  affured  of  what  it  moft 
Values,  the  love  of  God  returned  to  the  foul,  which  com- 
l^enfates  and  drowns  the  other  lofs,  and  the  difcontent 

-  that  may  arife  upon  it. 

2.  Becaufe  the  heart  is  fatisfied  that  thefe  loffes  come 
from  the  hand  of  him  whom  he  loves,  of  whofe  truth, 

.  trifdora,  love  and  goodnefs  he  hath  affurance,  and 
therefore  will  be  delivered  out  in  meai'ure,  upon  mdft 
juft  grounds,  and  for  moft  excellent  ends.  Ale  fends 
an  inftruftion  along  with  his  rod,  and  the  foul  reads 
love  as  well  in  the  rod  of  God,  as  his  stai?. 

3.  Becaufe  the  love  of  God,  taking  up  the  prin- 
cipal bent  and  ftrength  of  the  foul,  leaves  but  a  gentle 
and  moderate  affection  to  the  things  it  lol'eth,  and  con- 
fequently,  a  gentle  and  eafy  parting  with  them,  or  be- 
ing without  them.     The  great  tumult  and  diforder  that 
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in  midt  in  the  mmi  i^pan'  loSki,  droffes^  or  difeoxmtebSlf 
h  not  fo  ^uch  from  the  intriniieal  vahie  of  the  things 
Miemfelve^  but  Irom  the .  eftiAatfan  that  &put  uptt 
them  t  were  the  love  to  tkem  no  mote  thftn  thiej  ids^ 
fervcy  the  difcontent  ta£  impatiehce  in  the  lois  if^cvii 
be  very  little.  Our  cfiiefeft  k>ve,  %heik  it  is  {^fatced^ 
Upcm  God,  Is  placed  w^re  it  (hould  io^ ;  imd  the  mind 
JB  then  in  its  right  frame  and  tatter,  aEnd  ddfpenfeth  its^ 
knre  to  c2rther  thiatigs  regu^ty  and  imferly,  ted  prapat^ 
tSDnahly  to  their  wordi  i  and  Aerekxy  iiie  difctfKteiiC 
tt  trouble  that  arifeth  upon  their  lofs  dr  ^vffdmi^ 
inent,  is  wrighed  out  according  te  theif  ^e  valua, 
Ifgreeableto  thejuft  meafure  df  realon  and  ymleitte:^ 
But  whet  our  love  is  out  of  its  place,  it  beeomes  in^i' 
moderate  and  diforderty ;  aiod  cimfeqnefnt)^,  the  jdif*^ 
€ontents%tbat  arife  upon  dHa^^xiintmests  in  tht  things 
tre  immoderately  lote^  become  immbdiexate,  6teirbi- 
iant  dilGonientSy  impadsnee,  and  |>ert]irbatioa  <£ 
inind* 

4.  Our  love  to  God  hna^  us  to  a  fee^  ttofignmoti' 
of  our  will  to  his :  For  ire  tberefoie  bve  him^  becanfe^ 
we  conclude  him  moft  wife,  moft  boimtifiiV  vidft  mnr^ 
ciful,  moil  jufl,  moft  perfed!  ^  and  tha^ore  BMft^  of 
ifiteceffit^s  <k>ncKi(ie  that  his  will  is  the  beft  inil^  and  fif 
to  be  the  meafure  amd  ilile  of  odr9>  and  not  oaxA  xif 
ids :  And  inafmudi  as  we  conclnde  t^st  no  hsfa  Qbr  eio& 
befalls  Hs  without  his  Will,  we  do  fikewifis  condMte 
tfaait  it  is  moft  jG^  to  he  bcMe :  And  bdcsoife  ht  never^ 
wills  smy  thing,  biait  iqpon  moR  wife  and  joft  ^reafods^ 
we  concltide,  that  fttrely  thefe  are  fiich  reaibn&  in  this? 
tfi^pen&tion ;  and  we  ftudy  and  fearch^  and  try  ^ais»* 
&ap  we  can  ipeU  out  thoJie  rea/bas  of  hi&' 
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#.  49  bei^  a|;aii^ft  Jmfmdfrafe  Jngsr  are  of  two  k^ds  t 
!•  Pirei4e>iM3  iX)nri<ier^tipi|i  be&MTa  the  occaiioa  |8  dPt 
fared,  to  M>itu|Lte  the  xnjnd  to  gentleneis  ^n^  qujlf tt 
f(f($«  0.  £jt^ienli6  th^t  ferve  to  ^l^y  or  #ir^rt  AAg^? 
ir^0l  th$  0QC%(\Qn  |s  offeree). 

OJf  thf  iirft  fore  ard  ti^efe : 

Tb*  po4fi4er&tiop  of  f«r  twnf^ilitig^^  efpedblly  }4 
IN^fereace  to  A^piighty  God)  and  our  4uty  tp  h^; 
wbicjl  are  much  greater  th^  any  demerits  of  ot{|^ 
l9W9rd3  u$ :  I  {>rpvpke  my  Creator  daily,  ^d  yef  |4er 
^.hi9  pati^iu^e  towards  me»  and  %d  it.  Wi^  what 
fac^  pp  (  e^peS:  gentlmieiiB  from  my  Creator,  if  €¥ary 
iiftaU  provocation  from  my  feilc^iy-rcre^ture  put  me  i^o 
#  jwiifiofi. 

9-  The  confideratioA  of  unreq/oHailf^/s  cf  fhsif  4ifr 
impcr  in  rfIp0Sf  9f^yM\  |t  puts  me  into  a  peftuit^* 
tion,  and  makes  me  unixfeful  for  myfelf  or  othe^ 
whiie  the  diftemper  is  upc^  me  (  It  breaks  an4  dif- 
compofeth  my  thoughts,  and  niake^  me  unfit  fcnr  bllfi* 
Ae^:  It  j#Corders  mv  cot^ilityition  of  body  tiJI  thci 
(iofm  be  oyer :  It  diteove^^  to  ptHe?^  my  impoteary 
af  mind,  and  is  more  perceived  4nd  obferyed  by  othe^y 
than  it  can  be  by  myfelf :  \%  gr^tiifie^  my  adverfary, 
irhen  by  n^y  paffion  I  improve  his  injury-  beyond  the 
valise  C9#  it  f  and  injurts,  and  torment,  ;^d  damnify 
myfejf  m^re  by  my  own  perturbation,  ^han  he  can  by 
(the  mjunf  he  doth :  It  mdeQceth  ii  prevalence  t^  mt 
mut^  inierior  and  fenfual  part,  common  to  me  with 
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the  beafts,  above  my  reafonable  and  more  noble  pait^ 
Sometimes,  indeed,  a  perfonated  anger,  managed  witl^ 
judgment,  is  of  fingular  ufe,  efpecially  in  perfons  in 
authority  ;  but  fuch  an  anger  is  but  a  painted  fire,  and 
without  perturbation :  but  a  paflienate  anger  upon  in- 
juries received,  or  upon  fudden  conceptions  of  them, 
is  always  without  any  end  at  till  of  good,  either  in- 
tended or  efFefted :  nay,  it  is  an  impediment  to  the 
attaining  of  any  good  end,  becaufe  it  blinds  the  judg- 
ment, and  tranfports  meii  into  inconfiderate  geftures^^ 
words,  and  aftions.  i  ... 

6.  Confideration  in  refpeSt  of  others y  even  of  the 

•  very  perfons  provoking.     It  may  be  there  are  inftru- 

•  menty,  permitted  by  God  as  his  "inftruments,  either  tq 
i  corrcft  or  try  me.     Peradventure  God  hath  bidden 

Shimei  curfe  Darid'y  be  not  too  violent  againft  the  m- 
ftrumcnt,  left,  peradventure,  thou  oppofe  therein  the 

•  principal  agent.     Again,  many  men  are  of  fuch  a  piti- 

■  fill  conftitution,  that  their  injuries  arife  from  very  im- 
potence of  mind  in  them :  fhall  I  be  angry  with  them 
becaufe  they  want  that  underftanding  they  fhould 
have  ?  And  yet  it  is  very  ftrange  to  fee  the  weaknefs 
and  folly  of  our  nature  in  this  paffion,  that  it  will 
break  into  a  perturbation  even  with  children,  drunken 
men,  madmen,  bealts,  yea,  very  dumb  things:  wit- 
nels  our  anger  with  cards  and  dice,  when  their  chances 
pleafe  us  not ;  which  fhews  the  unreafonablenefs  an^ 

■  frenzy  of  this  paflion. 

2.  There  be  fome  expedients  againft  it,  even  when 

the  occafion  is  offered. 

•     1.  Carry  always  a  jealoufy  over  thy  paflion,:  and  a. 

.ftrift  watch  upon  it.     Take  up  this  peremptory  refo- 

.  lution  and  pradice,  IwillnotteCingry^  though  an  occa^ 

fton  be  adminiftt  red.     And  let  the  return  of  that  refo- 

lution  be  the  firft  aft  after  the  provocation  given  :  for 

if  a  man  can  tut  bring  himfelf  to  this  pafs,  that  he 
"  take  not  fire  upon  the  firft  offer,  the  paflion  will  cool : 
'  a  man  calls  then  his  re?dbn  about  him,  and  debates 
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"vAAk  himfelf :    Is  there  caufe  IJhauld  be  angry?  or,  is 

^:tkere  any  good  end  attainable  by  it  ?  or^  if  it  be^  what  is 

•ihejuft  medium^  or  Jize^  or  meafure  of  anger ^  proper tim- 

.^>aUe  to  that  end  Y    And  thefe  confiderations  will  break 

*the  firft  onfet  of  pafBon,  and  then  it  feldom  prev^Is : 

•for  it  k  the  firft  wave  that  carries  on  the  perturbation 

to  the  end,  which  if  it  be  broken  at  the  firft,  fgrenity 

of  mind  is  preferved  with  much  contentation  and  fenfe 

of  advantage. 

2.  Take  up  this  refolution,  never  to  give  thyfelf 
leave  to  be  angry,  till  thou  feeft  the  juji  dimenfons  of 
the  prcvQcaiion.  Firft,  learn  whether  there  be  any 
fuch  thing  done  or  no :  for  many  times  we  fhall  find 
that  a  faUe  report,  or  a  milconception  in  the  mind, 
fets  up  the  image  of  an  injury,  and  prefently  the  paf- 
(ion  fwells  upon  it ;  when,  it  may  be,  upon  a  due  ex- 
amination, there  is  no  fuch  thing  at  alU  Secondly, 
admit  there  be  an  injury,  yet  learn  what  the  circum- 
ilances  of  it  are :  for  till  that  be  known,  though  thou 
haft  a  mind  to  be  angry,  thou  knoweft  not  what  pro- 
portion or  meafure  of  anger  to  allow,  till  thou  knoweft: 
the  ineafure  of  the  injury  done ;  it  may  be  it  is  not  fo 
gre<^t,  or  it  may  be  it  was  done  by  miftake  ;  it  may  be 
it  was  done  by  fome  provocation  given  by  thee,  or  at 
leaft  fo  underftood,  and  then  it  is  not  fo  malicious ; 
and  it  may  be  the  man  \s  coming  to  make  thee 
amends,  or  to  alk  thee  pardon.  This  will  give  leifure 
to  thy  reafon,  to  thy  grace,  to  come  in ;  and  will 
break  the  firft  fliock,  which  the  choleric  blood  gives 
to  the  heart,  which  raifeth  the  combuftion ;  and  then 
a  thoufand  to  one  it  comes  to  nothing^  and  either 
dies  prefently,  or  languiftieth  below  the  name  of  a 
paflion. 

3,  In  cafe  oi  provocation  to  anger  by  words ^  confider 
this,  that  there  is  nothing  fo  mugh  gratifies  an  ill 
tongue  as  when  it  finds  an  angry  hearer ;  nor  nothing 
fo  much  difappoints  and  vexeth  it  as  calmnefs  and  un- 
perturbe^nef^.     It  is  the  moft  excjuifite  and  innocent 
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revenge  in  the  world  to  return  gentle  words^  or 
It  all,  to  ill  language.  But,  on  the  other  fide»  tngar 
tnd  perturbation  doth  not  only  produce  what  thy  ad« 
verfiU7  defires,  but  alfo  puts  a  difcompofednefe  and 
impotence  upon  thee,  that  thou  becomell  unable  to 
keep  iilence,  or  to  fpeak  with  that  reafon  and  adr 
vjM^tage  thou  ihouldeft. 
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PREPARATIVE  qgaimt  AFFLICTIONS  j 

WITH 

J^IRECriONS  FOR  OUR  DEPORTME^NT  UNDER  THEM, 

AND  UPON  OUR  DELIVERY  OUT  OF  THEM. 


!•  It  is  the  great  folly  that  ordinarily  poffefleth  men, 
efpecially  in  a  profperous  condition,  that  they  cannot 
Jiippof^  a  change  of  their  eftates :  A  living  man  can 
hardly  think  of  dying ;  a  healthy  man  can  hardly 
Ihink  of  ficknefs;  a  wealthy  man  can  hardly  think 
of  poverty ;  a  man  in  the  applaufe  and  glory  of  the 
world,  can  hardly  think  of  being  under  difgrace  and 
^reproach. 

2.  The  reajons  of  this  difficulty  feem  to  be  thefe : 
]•  The  prefent  condition  is  a  thing  that  falls  under  our 
prefent  fenfe,  and  takes  up  our  whole  confideration : 
things  that  yet  are  not,  are  made  prefent  only  by 
contemplation :  and  that,  as  it  doth  not  fo  ftrongly 
aflFe£t  the  mind,  fo  there  is  a  long  operation  that  muft 
precede  before  it  can  be  brought  home ;  a  man  muft 
eoniider  whether  the  ftate  wherein  he  is  be  change- 
able, and  what  may  change  it,  and  whether  it  may 
change  for  the  worfe,  or  unto  what  degree  of  bad- 
nefe,  and  the  probabilities  or  poffibilities  of  it ;  and  fo 
it  requires  a  long  procefs  of  the  mind,  before  a  man 
can  bring  himfelf  under  a  fuppofition  that  his  condi- 
tion may  change,  and  change  extremely  for  the  worfe, 
S.  When  that  jfuppofition  is  received  or  admitted,  yet 
k  being  but  aotiozial  and  imaginary,  hath  not  the  like 
^''  ftrength 
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ftrength  of  impreflion  upon  the  mind,  as  that  which 
K  prefent  and  fenfible,  and  fo  it  foon  paffeth  away,  and 
hath  not  ftrength  enough  to  hold  out  for  any  time 
upon  the  mind,  to  work  a  due  preparation  and  temper 
ip  the  liimd  for  a  change.  3.  The  prefent  conditJon, 
when  it  is  grateful  to  the  fenfe,  we  are,  for  the  moft 
part,  willing  to  embrace^  and  make  the  moft  of  it ; 
we  have  not  patience  to  give  an  allay  or  abatement  to 
9ur  prefent  fruition,  by  mingling  any  fuch  fad  coe^ 
fiderations  with  it,  as  that  it  may  change.  When  the 
mind  begins  to  put  itfelf  upon  thoughts  of  a  change 
of  a  beloved  condition,  fuch  replies  as  thefe  do  often 
meet  with  it:    ^  What,  fliall  I  be  dying  while  I  live? 

*  be  fick,  when  i  am  well  ?  be  poor,  when  I  am  rich  ? 

*  be  in  difgracj,  when  I  am  in  glory  ?  make  myfelf 
^  miferable,  while  I  am  happy  ?    It  will  be  time  enough 

*  to  take  and  bear  that  lot  when  it  comes,  and  not  td 

*  die,  or  be  in  fickiiers,  poverty,  and  difgrace,  by  an- 

*  tieipatioii :    I  Vv'iH  take  the  benefit  and  fweetnefs  of 

*  my  prefent  happinefs,  and  not  four  or  abate  it  by  thi 

*  pre-apprehenfions  of  a  change ;  if  it  happens,  it  wiH 

*  come  before  it  is  welcome.     I  will  therefore  think. 

*  as  little  of  it  as  I  may  beforehand,  and  not  makfe 

*  that  prefent  by  a  needlefs  contemplation,  which  I. 
'  would  willingly  be  freed  from,  if  it  ftiould  at  all  atf- 

*  tack  me.'  l^hefe  and  fuch  like  confiderations  d<> 
make  men  rather  procraftinate  the  evil  day,  than  put 
themfelves  under  the  fuppofition  of  it.  * 

S.  The  incGnver.iencies  that  arife  to  the  children  of 
men  hy  this  averfenejs  from  thinking  cf  a  ckang  e  oi\ 
profperous  condition  for  a  worfe,  are  very  great :  1.  A 
"mind  that  oftentimes  in  a  profperous  condition  cafteth 
itfell:  in  worfe  by  fuppofition  and  contemplation,  doth 
ordinarily  ufe  his  prelent  condition  warily,  moderately, 
watchfully  ;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  this  incogitancy 
of  a  chano-e  makes  men  preJumptuous  and  confident 
in  their  eibate ;  voluptuous,  imperious,  proud,  immo? 
derate,  vain-glorious,  for  they  want  that  correftioa 
'that  fliould  allay  aiid  dUgipline  it  into  moderation.  If 
i      .     ^  I  am 
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,  1  ui  rich,  or  in  any  other  profperous  condition,  an^ 

i>egin  to  pride  up  myfelf,    and  to  take  vpon^  me ; 

prefently  ^   mind  accuftomed  to  afiume  upon  itfelf, 

})j    pre-"apprehcnfion,    a    contrary    condition,    will 

check  that  pride  and  vanity  with  fuch  a  kind  of  es^^ 

'  poftulation  as  this:    ^  How  unfeemly,  imprudent,  anji 

.  *  vain  is  this  ?     What  if  to-morrow  I  fhould  be  caft 

.  ^  down  from  my  greatnefs,  or  caft  upon  my  bed  of 

^  ficknefs,  or  under  the  cloud  of  difgrace,  or  it  may  be 

^  taken  away  by  death  ?    What  will  then  become  of 

^  this  immoderation  ?    Carry  it  along  with  me  I  can- 

*  not,  for  the  change  of  my  condition  will  not  bear 

*  it ;  and  if,  with  the  change  of  my  condition,  I  do, 
".  *  as  I  muft,  put  ojfF  thefe  follies  that  attend  me  in  this, 
.  ^  that  which  is  now  my  excefs,  my  fin,  will  then  be 

*  ^  my  fhame,  my  forrow,  and  vexation/  2.  As  a  fre- 
quent pre-apprehenfion  of  difadvantageous  changes, 
tutors  the  mind  to  a  right  ufe  of  the  prefent  condi- 

.  tion,  iq  it  adinirably  hts  a  man  with  fuch  a  temper  of 

fpirit   as  becomes  his  changed  condition :    Doth  his 

|}hange  require  patience  to  bear  it  ?  contentednefs  un- 

.  der  it,  prepared  nefs  for  it  ?    He  hath  learned  this  in 

,  the  theory,  and  hath  laid  them  up  ready  to  be  put  in 

.  ufe  if  occafion  call  for  them  :  if  there  be  no  occafion 

to  praftife  them,  they  are  no  burden ;  but  if  there  be, 

he  hath  put  himfelf  to  fchool  to  afliiction  by  preme- 

*  ditation  before  it  comes,  and  is  ready  to  exercile  thofe 
virtues  when  it  comes.  But,  on  the  other  fide,  a  man 
that  being  in  a  condition  of  profperity,  never  puts  him- 
felf under  the  fad  thoughts  of  a  change  of  his  prefent 

'  happinefs,  if  fuch  a  change  befals  him,  he  is  at  his 
wits  end  ;  he  is  furprized  and  overwhelmed  with  it ; 
he  knows  not  how  to  bear  it,  but  falls  into  impatience, 
or  his  very  foul  dies  within  him ;  he  is  taken  before 
he  is  prepared,  and  none  of  thofe  difpofitions,  or  rather 
.  diftempers  of  mind,  that  were  bred  up  upon  his  former 
.  condition,  will  at  all  ferve  the  prefent,  but  to  diftra£i:, 
and  difquiet,  and  perplex  liim,  as  his  former  pride, 
haughtinefs  of  mind,  greatnefs  of  fpirit,  interaperate- 

nefsj 
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nefs,  luxury;  they  are  fo  far  from  behig  at  idt  fi^. 
yiceable  and  ufefiil  to  him,  that  they  aro  afi  fo  n^jotj 
hags  and  furies  to  torment  him ;  and  the  thkig!^ 
galled  patience,  and  contentednefs,  and  faMnnility,  afid 
calmnefs  of  fpirit,  which  are  of  abfolut^  neceifity  for 
his  prefent  change,  he  knows  not  how  to  attam  or 
life.  It  is  a  miferable,  or  at  leaft  a  very  great  impro- 
yidence.  for  a  man  to  be  learning  thofe  virtues,  Wh^ 
the  prefent  neceflity  calls  for  the  ufe  of  thcna  s  it  is 
like  a  thief  who  is  to  learn  to  read,  when  he  is  to  pray 
his  clergy. 

5^  Jt  IS  therefore  a  moft  uftful  arid  mcejjary  courfe 
for  men  in  profperity  to  take  up  their  frequent  c§n$$m^ 
flat  ion  (f  a  change.  Biluey^  when  the  true  profeilioii  of 
the  Goipel  in  this  kingdom  was  under  profecuticn, 
was  ufed  to  put  his  finger  into  the  candle  to  fnuro^ 
himfelf  the  better  to  undergo  martyrdom,  which  |le 
at  length  fuffered,  poflibly  with  niore  refolution  and 
patience,  than  if  he  had  omitted  that  experiment. 
And  furely  this  pradice  of  patience  would  be  wifh 
mpre  eafe,  and  no  lefe  advantage,  if,  jn  the  tj|p«  of 
our  external  happinefs,  we  did  foinetimeg,  ^jifl  pfteUr 
times,  take  up  fiich  ferious  coj^^emplations  as  K\^t^ 
both  in  reference  to  death,  and  othiBr  exCemal  afflif* 
tions :    '  I  am  now  alive  and  ivell^  but  \  cannot  |3Ut 

*  know  that  I  am  mortal  and  muft  die ;  but  my  own 

*  reafon,  and  every  day's  experience,  teji  mQ,  that  lay 

*  time  is  very  imcertain  and  cafual :  a  fmall  di{|;e^pet: 

*  or  diforder  in  jipy  little  vein  or  artery,  a  little  coM, 
<  a  little  meat  ^ndigefted,  may  caft  me  into  a  mfwta|[" 

*  difeafe ;  a  crumb  going  afide,  a  contagious  ^,  the 

*  fall  of  a  ftone  on  me,  or  of  me  upon  a  ftone,  may 

*  fuddenly  take  away  my  life*    There  are  fuch  infiake 
^  cafuahies  that  mav  be  mortal  to  me,  that  it  is  Ho 

*  wonder  that  I  fhould  die,  but  it  is  that  I  live.    Wha^. 
^  if  it  Ihould  pleafe  Cod,  by  any  difeafe  or  accident, 

*  fuddenly  to  call  me  to  account  for  my  (lewardffaipi 

*  are  my  accounts  ready  ?   Is  my  peace  made  ?   Are 
!  my  fifis  pardoned  ?   Is  my  pardon  f<^aled  ?   Is  all  as 

f  re^id)^ 
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^friMy  IS  it  betomet  thdt  hour  ?  if  it  be^  wdi ;  if  crot^ 
*f  it  beoomeit  me  fyeedily  to  fet  thin^  in  order,  efpe-* 
^oolfy  ttty  great  concernment)   for  as  this  tree  of 

*  mine  fells,  fo  k  will  lie  to  all  eternity/  Such  thoughts 
ts  «b^f«9  oftiea  and  feriooily  estx'e&ted^  would  not  haften 
m  tnon^  deatb,  but  would  mtich  amend  im  life :  It 
^Kould  put  and  keep  the  fbiii  in  r^ht  order  and  ten> 
{mw  ^  ;Aganfi5 1  am  nc^w  in  bedth  mdfittngtiy^  free  front 
^  difeafe  and  paifis  ^  if  I  am  not  cut  off  by  an  nrttimely 
^  €kld>  \  muft  exped:  that  difeafe  and  pains  will  lay  hold 
^  of  ikie  \  it  may  be  a  burning  fbver,  or  a  languiflu&j^ 
^  canfuanptioii,  or  fbioe  fuch  difeafe  as  may  make  the 
^  mghts  loi^,  «nd  the  days  troubletbine5  every  place 
^  uneafy-y  all  things  I  eat  or  drink  'kifipid  ;  every  limb 
^  or  Tein^  bone  or  finew^  contr&uting  fome  pain  of 
^  veaknefi^  or  faintnels,  or  angtdfh^  to  the  common 
^^fljock  of  that  difeafe  which  I  mnfl  fufier.  How  soil 
^  I  f umifhed  with  patience  to  bear  it  ?  Can  I  amend 
^  ha  TH^felf  that  frawardndfs^  unqoietnefs^  peevi&nef^^ 
.^  and  Inqsatience,  that  I  behold  in  othc^  in  the  Hke 
^  cafe?'  Believe  it,  (icknefs  is  not  the  fitted  time 
either  to  learn  virtue^  ^or  to  make  oor  peace  with  God  r 
it  id  A  time  df  diftemper  and  diicompafednefs :  Thofe 
m^  be  learned  and  pra£tifed  before  iicknefs  comes, 
kst  it  will  be  tdo  late,  ot  very  difficult,  to  do  it  after. 
^  Agaia,  I  4U7i  now  abomiding  with  wealthy  but 
^IP^ts  matxy  times  tnake  tfaemfelves  win^  and  fly 
^  9^y ;  n  thief  kx  a  robber^  a  plunder  or  a  fequef^ 
^'  tmtion,  ^felfe  information,  or  a  faife  oath^  the  change 

*  of  dmei^  €fc  ^rafualties  of  fbe  ot  war,  oppreffion  from 
**' thoie  above,  <Xt  tumult  from  thofe  beteath,  tne  Chah 

*  de^n  or  the  $abdan^  a  word  or  aftion  mifimdcrftood, 
'^  miiapprehd3ided,  or  miimterpreted,  and  a  thoufand 
'«  tfoadngen^^s  may  take  aWay  all  my  weakh ;  fo  tbsft 
^  i-fnay  ftand  atiU  fee  my  fenrams  deferting  me,  my 
^  chilchren  utterly  unprovided  fot,  my£elf  in  extremity 
^  and  M^xA :    So  that  I,  that  have  relieved  tboofiutds^ 

^^  muft  be  &in  to  gain  bre&d  for  nrjftlf  and  my  little 
^cUidreti,  oither  by  the:  fweat  of 'Oiy  owa  brows  in 

^  ibmie' 
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fome  low  employment,  or  by  the  dharity  of  dtlfei^.^ 
This  niay  be,  and  may  be  fpeedily:  experience  of 
thefe  times  have  made  it  vifibFjr  poffible,  whereiil 
tboufands  thaf  never  dreamed  of  a  change,  have  un^ 
expe6tedly  felt  it^     Can  I  come  down  to  fo  low  ft 
conditicMi  with  quietnefs  aiid  ferenity  of  mind,  with^ 
out  murmuring  againft  Providence,  or  curling,  or 
ftudying  revenge  upon  the  inftruments  of  it  ?   Nay^ 
can  I  entertain  this  change  with  patience  ?  nay,  "with 
cheerfuhiefs  ?  nay,  with  thankfulnefs  to  God^  that 
he  gives  me  my  evil  things  in  this  life  ?     If  he  bft 
pleaied  but  to  blefs  my  affliftions  to  me,  and  to  rei 
ferve  my  portion  of  happinds  for  the  life  to  come*^ 
can  I  ftill  depend  upon  God,  live  upoft  hitn^  and 
blefs  his  liberality,  if  he  allow  me  and  my  poor  chil^ 
dren  a  piece  of  bread  and  a  cup  of  water  ?    Ctn  I 
look  through  the  darkncd's  of  my  prefent  conditioBr, 
and  behold  that  hope  of  eternity  that  is  beyond  It; 
gather  more  comfort  in  that  hope  than  all  the  pre^  _ 
font  difafters  can  give  difcomfort  ?     If  I  can  do  thisi 
my  lofs  will  be  my  gain ;  if  I  cannot,  it  ihould  be 
my  bufinefsj  in  the  time  of  my  profperity,  to  lay  up 
fuch  a  flock  and  treafure  againfl  the  evil  day,  which 
will  be  above  the  malice,  and  power,  and  reacb^ 
of  men  and  devils  to  deprive  me  of.'     *  Again,  I 
am  now  in  honour  and  efteem  in  the  world,  my  place 
makes  me  eminent,  and  if  it  did  not,  yet  my  reputa- 
tion is  fair,  and  clear,  and  great ;  it  may  be  I  can 
without  vanity  or  oflentation,  own  as  much-  efteem 
as  J^^  doth  in  his  xxixth  chapter, '  The  young  men  law 
me  and  hid  themfelves,  and  the  aged  arofe  and  ftood 
up ;  when  the  ear  heard  me,  it  blelfed  ftie ;  and  when 
the  eye  faw  me,  it  gave  witnefs  to  me  :*  But  for  alL 
this  my  condition  may  be  changed  as  his  was,  andr 
my  next  complaint  may  be  with  him,  chap,  xiXr 
'  But  now  they  that  are  younger  than  I  have  ine  ift 
derifion,  whofe  fathers  I  would  have  difdained  to 
have  fet  with  the  dogs  of  my  flock :  ai\jl  now.  I  am 
their   fong,  yea,  I  am  their  by-words.'    I.  may. be 

^  branded . 
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^ibranded  with  the  imputation  of  the  higheft  Crimes} 

*  Aay,  my  very  religion  and  piety  to  Almighty  .God, 

*  and  my  jufticc,  honefly,  and  fidelity,  to  men^  may 

*  be  covered  with  an  imputation  of  the  bafeft  hypo* 

*  .crify  and  diflionefty  under  heaven;  and  though  this. 

*  part  of  my  reputation  hath  been  my  darling,  that  I . 

*  valued  the  higheil  of  any  thing  in.  the  world,  ^d 
*^confcquently  a  blemifli  cad   upon  me  in  this  be-. 
*.half,  would  wound  me  deeper  than  any  worldly  lofs; 
•^yet  a  confequence  of  greater  importance  would  fol- 

*  low  upon  it,  which  I  value  higher  than  my  reputa-* 
*,tion,  viz.  the  honour  of  God,  the  value  and  efteem* 
*. of  religion  would  be  wounded  through  this  wound; 
*.'y€t  if  this  fliould  befall  me,  I  am  in  a  train  and 
*4  temper  of  mind  to  bear  it  as  I  ftiould.     Can  I  be 

*  contented  to  fit  under  reproach  and  infamy  with  pa-» 

*  tience  and  quietnefs  of  mind  ?    Can  I  content  my- 

*  fe|f  with  the  fecret  witnefs  of  my  own  confcience, 

*  attefting  my  innocence,  though  the  imputations  un- 
*,der  which  I  ftt  are  as  black  as  hell?    Can  I  cheer-. 
'  fiilly  make  my  fecret  appeal  to  the  fearcher  of  hearts, . 

*  and  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  ferenity  of  his  counte- 
^  jiance  towards  me  ?    Though  I  am  clothed  with  ca- 

*  lumnits  and  reproaches,  can  I  wait  his  time  for  vin- 

*  dicatiou,  and  content  myfelf,  though  the  world  never- 
*,know  my  innocence,  fo  as  my  God  and  my  confci-. 

*  ence  can  attefl  it?      If  1  have  not  arrived  at  this 
*^. tamper  and  pitch  of  mind,  it  fhould  be  my  labour 

*  to  attain  it ;    for  without  it,  I  fink  under  my  re- 

*  proaches  and  infamies :  •  But  if  I  have  attained  it, 
*ithen,  under  the  moil  dark  and  cloudy  ftorm  of  un*. 

*  deferved  reproach  and  infamy,  I  enjoy  a  Go/hen  with- 

*  ,in  myfelf,  I  have  a  beam  of  light  that  follows  me  in. 

*  the  blackeft  night,  and  I  conquer  my  reproaches  by. 

*  fufFering  them/ 

.  5.  But  though  this  exercife  of  putting  ourfelves* 
iindier  notional  aftliaions,  is  of  fingular  ufe  to  habitu^- 
ate  and  fit  us  for  fuch  a  temper  as  begomes  fuch 
i  change,  yet  tins  is  not  all  j  affiiaions  are  not  only 

notional 
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notional  and  pcffibley  but  there  is  fofhething  more  ia 

them  ;  there  is  a  greater  'probability  of  tbem^  than  ic  ii 

freed  and  exempt  from  thetd :  they  are  not  only  undef 

that  degree  of  things  that  may  be,  but  they  come  near 

to  that  degree  of  things  that  mud  be^  and  that  in  tbefi 

refpeEls :  .        .    .        ,. 

i .  In  refpedt  of  our  Jiri  and  demerits*  Althougn 
afflictions  many  times  are  hot  principally  intended  as' 
punifliments,  but  are  fent  for  higher  fehds^  t)e^  it  & 
moft  certain »  that  they  are  deferved  td  be  ift^cied  is 
punifhments,  and  are  in  their  own  nature  i  rfiiift  fte-' 
ceflary  confequent  of  fin*  They  are  not  expiJ 
fatisfaftory  punifhments,  but  tl>ey  are  moft  a 
fruits  and  effeds  of  fin :  and  worldly  ^rofles  and  ca- 
lamities do  as  naturally  flow  from  precedent  finsi,  aap 
the  crop  doth  from  the  feed  that  is  fown.  Now,  ki. 
5te  much  as  every  day  I  commit  fome  fin  or  other,  it 
is  no  wonder  if  I  reap  the  fruits  of  it  in  affli^on  j  it 
is  a  wonder,  rather,  that  I  meet  iJ^rith  no  more  caki^-^ 
ties  and  crofles  in  this  world ;  and  it  is  a  mercy  if  I 
meet  with  them  only  in  this  world,  and  not  both  m 
this  and  that  which  is  to  come.  V/herefore  doth  a  Uv» 
ing  man  complain^  a  man  for  the  punijhment  of  his  Jinf 
Certainly,  though  there  were  no  devil  or  wicked  meir 
to  inflid  punifhment  upon  me^  as  long  as  I  carry  guUt 
and  fin  about  me,  it  is  no  wonder  if  it  ndfe  flormsf  upoa^ 
me :  and  therefore  I  have  no  caufe  to  hopie  for  ail 
immunity  from  trouble,  fo  long  as  I  haVe  no  ininmilit)f 
from  fin. 

2»  In  refpefi  of  our  ccrruptioft.  We  hiire  feeh  trdtf •^' 
bles  and  afHicUons  under  the  former  confideratibn,j^ 
raiitme  pcsme^ '  imder  the  nature  of  a  punifhment  j'  inf 
this  confideration,  fub  ratme  medicime^  *  in  the  liatui^e 
rf  a  medicine/  The  former  fh'ews  fomewhat  cf  tntf 
divine  juflice  to  inflid  them ;  the  latter  muctf  of  fher 
divine  mercy  to  apply  them.  The  truth  is,-  tOur  na- 
tural corruptions  are  7ery  many,  and  very  greatt ;  and 
for  the  moll  part  they  are  molt  diforderly  and  daniger« 
ous  w^hen  our  condition  is  profperous :    It  is  indeed 

the 
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tlw!  flt^I  of  dur  cori\iptkm$^  pride^  and  vain-glory ,  and 
caimi  GOiiiideQce,'  ^  fecurky^jand  l^icury,  and  in-, 
t»Eiuiefoficei>  wtd  infolence^  rad  arrpg^nce^  and  for- 
gjcliutoelfe  of  God,  aod  d^,  ourfelyes,;  t^n4  of  our  mor- 
taliif;  md  ^f  oar  duty:,,  alid  i  (j^uf^nd- fuch  Hind  o£ 
iFerjoMn;!  ,d{>  gsfow  and  thrivie  up6n  .profperity.  God: 
Alaiighty^^bercfore  ikkds  croiTes,  and :  affli£Hons,  and 
ticoubdfis^  akid  thofe  to  cure,  and  chaf;^  awa^y^  and  flarve 
dhff&oevit  beafts.  .  And  let  any  man  obfejcve  either  in 
hiihi^-dr  ntbers,  we  are  generally  the  woffe  for  prof- 
psiity^'  iaod  gmerally  thebeu^r  under  adverfity,  what-^ 
merj  fiafts:  or  profeffions  we  are  of ;  and  it  is  a  far, 
gce;ter.d]ificdlty  to  maiQage  a  profperous  glorious  C021- 
dition,  than  a  low  or  afflided  condition.  Many  times 
vfaairlibaiireread  in  the  Scnq^tures,  that  aiHidion  is  the 
lot  ctf  the  lighteous,  and  in. the  world  ye  ihall  have.trii 
bttU^lion,^  I  have  boked  upon  it  not  only  as  the  IfTuip  of 
tbeideiril and  wicked  men's  liatred,  but  ^o  as  the.wifj^ 
ifi^iibn&txDn  i3f  Almighty 'God  to  fufferit,  for  it  is  f(^ 
duibr  jfafety  and  benefit.  Afflidtion  doth  m,tio  iiys^  (9 
initcliL'endaoger  a  good  man  to  lofe  bis  innoceocei 
worthy -and  nrtue,  as  profperity,  .wraith,  and  honour 
do  i^  and  tUerefore  I  have  always  thought  thsit  m^ 
1^  fecurBft  from  affli£lions  upon  this  account,  that  nktk 
Vk  ptaSperitj  with  thegreateft  piety,  watchfulnefs,  m^ 
imtx>Jijf  aiKJ  equality  of  ndnd  ;  bepai^e  fu<;h  a  man 
kas^ BLcheck  upon  his  corrupdons, .and  fo  ftands  in 
leii:«»fced'.of  this  phyfic :  he  is  like  a  tom  (hat  in  1)|$ 
hsahb  keeps  a  good  and  orderly  diet,  whereby  in  pror 
bafailit^ir  .he  ilands  in  lefs  need  of  a  corrective  for  pec- 
cant/lmmotirs. 

r  ^S#  As  God,  out  of  his  mercy  to  good  men,  fends 
tflysiny:  times  afflijctions  to  cure  or  allay  their  corruptioaas  j 
fdidiGjdttKi  ir  evil  men  will  be  fure  to  inflift  them  out 
cf  iladred  and  envy  at  their  graces.  Marvel  not  if  the 
vsriMkui^yj^u^  it  bated  me  before  it  hated  you.  And  it 
k^^a.'gresU:  marvel,  if  any  good  man  efcape  afflidion^ 
upon  this  account.  For  if  he  be  fuch  a  one,  as  being 
in  {*x>ipeEtity  iiets  hb  heart  too  mi»ch  upon  it,  then  the 
•   VOL.  L  2  D  devil 


\ 


402  A  Preparathi  ^gainft  Jffliaicnsl 

devil  and  the  World  endeavour  to  deprive  him  *  of  hil? 
comfort,  to  draw  him  to  murniuring  and  difcoAtent^* 
and  udng  of  unlawftil  Means  or  unworthy  con^)liancesi 
to  preferve  that  which  hie  fo  much  loves :  or  if  he  bet 
a  man  that  in  his  profperity  keeps  his  heart  in  a  right' 
frame  and  tempef,  then  the  world  or  the  devil'  being" 
difappointed  in  that  condition,  endeavour  to  fhake  hitti 
with  the  other  extreme,  and  though  in  reference;  to- 
both,  there  is  envy  and  malice  in  the  devil  inflidtihgv 
yet  there  is  mercy  and  wifdom  in  Gpd  pidnmttlftg  it  £^ 
In  reference  to  the  former,  for  the  checkmg  and  cuiing[ 
of  this  growth  of  luft  and  corruption ;  in  refefeehce  to 
the  latter,  for  the  trial  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  'giaces,  a» 
in  the  cafe  of  7(?^.  '  .  -      ;  .^ 

4.  Another  reafon  of  the  neceffity  of  afOiftions  .tor 
good  men  is,  to  carry  their  hearts  upwardij  and  td 
make  them  reach  after  their  eVerlafting  hope,  and  iisll 
k  price  upon  it.  The  good  things  of  this  world,' though 
in  our  judgment  we  fet  not  the  like  efteem  upon  them 
as  upon  heavenly,  yet  they  have  this  advantage^  tiat 
they  are  prefent,  and  therefore  affeft  the  fenfe  and.  the 
ifnind  more  than  things  that  are  better  at  k-diflahce^} 
and  therefore  we  are  apt  to  {et  up  our  reft  here*  .  And 
this  is  the  reafon  that  even  good  men,  though  they 
value  and  prize  grace,  and  the  inward  favour  of  Gqc^ 
yet  they  commonly  love  the  world  a  little  too-  mucb^ 
and  divide  their  affeftions  too  equally  between^ God  and^ 
the  world  ;  and  therefore  ftudy.  and  endeavouir  focfiL^ 
contemperation,  that  they  may  hold  both.    And  ^henc^ 
it  is  that  God,  who  requires  entirely  the  heart,  dti)tim- 
many  times  make  the  world  bitter  to  us  to'  nuike 
weary  of  his  rival,  that  fo  we  may  with  more 
and  integrity  fet  our  hearts  upon  him,  and  upon  .thai^ 
everlafting  hope,  and  long  after  it,  and  fatisfy  our^-* 
felves  vrith  the  expectation  of  it,  and  make  Jt  our.  treas^ 
•fixre,  and  fet  up  our  reft  upon  it,  and  in  it*  Axidihele 
are  fome  of  thofe  many  reafons  that  evidenceiofulhe 
neceffity  of  aftliftions.  -  .   ..ii    ... 

"-    6.  And  now  we  will  come  to  confider  theefe  tJfM 
-    -•'  matiersf 
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knitters :  1 .  Whsit  preparations  we  ffcould  life  before 
afflidions  overtake  Us.  2.  What  (hould  be  out  ex&r* 
bife  under  it.  S.  What  Ihoiild  be  our  frame  of  inind 
in  cafe  of  deliverance  ffom  it* 

■  I.  And  in  the  firft  place,  of  the  ^rft  6f  thefe :  ^^e  haV4 
feen  that  it  is  a  lot  to  be  expefted  in  this  world,  vri 
cannot  upon  any  terms  promife  ourfelves  an  exemptiori 
irom  it ;  nay,  if  we  fhould  efcape  all  ether  temporal 
talamities,  yet  fiCknefs  and  infirmities  of  body  will 
moft  infallibly  overtake  us :  they  are  part  of  that 
blackguard  that  commonly  attends  death  which  is  the 
ilifevitable  lot  of  the  living.  It  concerns  us  all  there^ 
fore  to  be  prepared  for  that,  which  muft  neceflTarily^ 
fooner-  or  later,  be  our  condition  in  feme  kind  or  otherj 
it  may  be  in  many, '-  k  may  be  in  all  kinds. 
^  i.  Therefore  the  firft  expedient  preparatory  td 
fifffi^ons^  is  this:  in  the  time  of  oiir  profperity 
it  muft  be  our  care  to  ^alk  with  as  much  innocenci^ 
^atchfulnejs^  and  circumfpeEtkn  as  can  be ;  for  it  is  a 
tlioft  certain  truth,  that  the  malignity,  and  fting,  and 
venom  of  affliftion  is  not  fo  much  in  the  things  I  fufFer^ 
«^  fei  the  fenfe  of  my  former  guilt  and  fm.  No  man  is 
in  a  better  condition  to  bear  affliftions  than  he  that  hath 
the  dleaneft  confcience ;  for  as  any  diftemper  in  any 
jpart  df  the  body  draws  all  the  mifchievous  and  hurtful 
humours  of  the  body  to  that  part,  fo  it  is  a  moft  fure 
ccMifequent  of  any  manner  of  affliftion ;  it  brings  all 
former  fins  to  remembrance,  and  calls  the  thotighta 
of  them  together  upon  fuch  an  occafion.  When  Jo* 
leph's  brethren  were  under  a  ftrait  in  Egypt,  under  the 
thia^tflings  and  feeming  jealoufies  of  their •  unknown 
jMTOther,  then  comes  in  the  remembrance  of  their  in*- 
jury  to  their  brother,  and  it  is  reprefetited  to  theni 
•with  all  the  aggravations  that  can  be,  *  We  are  vef ily 
^*  guilty  concerning  our  brother,  in  that  we  iiiw  the 

*  anguifh  of  his  foul  when  he  befought  us,  and   we 

*  would  not  hear :  therefore  is  this  diftrefs  come  upoil 
^  }jaK    Confcience,  that  they  had  before  ftifled  and 

•  *  GeB.  xlji.  91« 

w    ....  -  2  D  2  injured 


■X 


404  A  Preparative  agakiji  Jffii^itmu 

injured,  now  takes  her  time  to  be  even 'with  themviuntd 
flies  upon  thetn  when  they  are  in  a  ftrait,  and  •  thai 
0ie  will  be  heard,  though  in  their  profperity  ihe  could 
not.  And  this  return  of  the  remembrance  of  formelr 
fins,  is  the  very  gall  of  affliijlion  ;  and  that  |>rincipally 
upon  thefe  two  reafons  :  1 .  It  is  th^t  which  weaitqias  an4 
impairs  the  ftrength  that  fliould  bear. them ;  for,  for 
the  moil  part  all  internal .  afflidions,.  they  CQUcera  tht 
body,  or  the  outward  man*,  whether  it  be  poverty  or 
reproach  3  or  iicknefs,  or  pain ;  and  if  for  all  this  ^ 
mind  be  but  free,  ftie  will  ht  able  to  bear  Aem  ptettj 
S»eU,  will  fuggeft  reafons  for  patience,  hopes  fot  4€S 
liverance,  and  twenty  allays,  at  leaft,  to  mitigate  th* 
prefent  fuSerings :  but  when  that  mind^  and  reafen^ 
and  judgment,  that  fhould  fupport,  is  likewife  woundedi 
and -vexed,  and  tormented  with  the.fenfe  of{>a(l.fins, 
aitd  the  ftorms  that  are  within  be  as  violent  ai)d  ttorbuf 
i^nt  as  thofe  without,  there  is  nothii^g  to  bear  tip 
againft  the  afHi£iions ;  the  foul  itfelf,  that  ih^^Jid  fup^ 
port  the  outward  man,  wants  fupport  for  itfelf*  S^Jbi 
all  external  troubles,  as  it  is  the  duty,  fo.  it  is  the  nap 
ture  of  man  to  fly  to  God,  and  that  application  foi^ 
fibly  gains  relief  from  it ;  but  howfoever  it  ^bears  upoit 
the  m^n  with  a  convenient  ftrength  againft  them  :  the 
very  liberty  of  recourfe  to  God  gains  a  depetidance^  t 
liope,  a  confidence,  which  fupports  in  a^  .very,  jgreat 
}neafure,  under  the  greateft  troubles :  but  this  return 
of  fins  paft  upon  the  confcience  and  memory,  jf  it  4odl 
not  wholly  deprive,  yet  it  doth  wonderfully  Jnterrupt^ 
difcourage,  and  divert  the  foul  from  this  moft  adtohnbte 
expedient.  When  a  man  fhall  have  fuch  thoughts  as 
ijlaefe :  *  I  am  under  a  very  great  affliftiott  jeitber  ift 
f  my  eft  ate,  friends,  name,  body,  aad  I  knotr  no  'waj 
^  to  extricate  jnyfelf  b^t  ope,  and  that  is  by  q)pIjcaCiQa 
^  to  the  Almighty  and  merciful  God;  and 'if  I  co^l^ 
^  but  do  fo,  I  were  fafe ;  but  alas !  the  memory  <rf  mf 
^  former  Tins,  my  br^ch  of  covienant  with  hun^  my 
^  frequestt  reJepfes  into  fin,  .my  iagratitude  to  him,-  Aey 
^  fall  in  upon  me,  anjil  dare  not,  I  know  not  how, 

^  I  bav^ 
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^  I  have  not  the  face,  the  confidence  to  come  unto, 

*  him ;  and  fo  I  muft  lie  and  fink  under  as  well  my 

*  guilt,  as  my  afilidtion.'  And  although  this  is  a  very, 
£dfe  way  of  argumentation,  and  fuch  as  is  moft  dif-. 
pleating  to  God,  and  derogatory  to  his  high  preroga^. 
tive  of  mercy,  as  well  in  forgiving  as  in  delivering, 
who  hath  given  to  the  mofl  heinous  finner,  and  under 
the  greatell  afilidions,  a  conimifEon  to  afk  his  mercy^^ 
both  to  pardon  and  to  deliver,  and  that  with  a  promile 
of  mercy  j  yet  it  is  moft  certain,  that,  what  by  our. 
own  weaknefs,  and  what  by  the  devil's  fubtilty,  the. 
remembrance  of  our  paft  fins  doth  mofl  ordinarily 
make  our  addreffes  to  God  under  our  afflidions  very 
difficult.  Little  therefore  do  people  confider  in  the 
time  of  their  profperity,  what  a  flock  of  venom  au4 
malignity  they  lay  up  againfl  an  evil  day,  by  a  diiToIute 
9ad  fmful  Hfe.  AfHidion  without  this  moft  accurfed 
contribution,  were  much  more  tolerable.  If  thou 
meanefl  therefore  to  make  thy  afflidtion  eafy,  keep  thy 
confcience  clear  before  it  comes  :  thou  haft  then  the, 
ftrength  of  thy  own  foul  to  fupport  thee,  and  the 
liberty  of  accefs  to  the  moft  mighty  and  gracious  Go4 
to  deliver  thee,  when  thou  canfl,  in  the  fincerity  of  thy 
heart,  with  Hezekiab^  appeal  unto  God,  '  Remember 

*  now,  O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  how  I  have  walked 

*  before  thee  in  truth,  and  with  a  perfeft  heart,  and 

*  have  done  that  which  is  good  in  thy  fight  ^'  I  f  ly  with 
reverence,  keep  God  thy  friend  in  thy  profperity,  and 
thou  mayeft  with  confidence  refort  to  him,  aad  rely 
upon  him  in  adverfity. 

2.  But  alas !  when  we  have  ufed  all  the  care  and 
induftry,  and  watchfulnefs  we  can,  ^^ho  can  fay  he 
hath  made  his  ways  clean  before  God  ?  Our  proipe- 
rity,  and  the  temptations  that  await  us  from  without, 
find  the  corruptions  that  are  within  us,  give  us  often 
falls  that  we  know  of,  and  many  more  that  we  know  ixot 
of :  if  therefore  the  neceffity  of  our  condition  fubjeft  us 
to  affliftions,  and  the  prevalence  of  our  corruptions  fub« 
je£k  us  to  temptations,  what  hope  csu:^  I  have  to  have  \ 

*  Isa'  xxxviii.  3* 
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comfortable  afflidion,  when  I  cannot  hope  to  have  am 
innocent  converfation  ?  Yet  there  is  another  expedient  to 
eafe  and  lighten  affliftions.  If  thou  canft  not  be  innos 
centy  yet  be  finc:re  and  ufrigbt-bearted.  An  honeft 
and  plain  heart,  that  holds  no  confederacy  with  any 
known  fin,  keeps  a  quiet  confcicnce  even  under  afflic- 
tion itfelf.  If  thou  haft  not  a  perfed  life,  yet  be  care- 
ful in  thy  profperity  thou  keep  a  perfeft  heart. 

S.  But  yet  if  thy  heart  hath  proved  deceitful  to  thee, 
and  thou  haft  fallen  into  any  fin,  yet  there  remains  one 
expedient  to  ftop  and  anticipate  the  malignity  of  it  from 
mingling  with  thy  afiliftion :  before  afilidUons  come, 
be  fure  thcu  break  off  tby  Jin  by  repentance.  Every  fiii 
leaves  a  kind  of  poifon  in  the  foul,  and  there  it  many 
times  lies  raked  up  till  an  evil  day  comes,  and  then  it 
begins  to  work  to  fome  purpofe:  found  and  ferious  re- 
pentance fetcheth  out  this  core,  this  neft  of  malignity, 
cleanfeth  this  ulcer  that  fin  hath  gathered.  And  left 
the  maligm'ty  of  fm  fliould  remain  in  thy  foul,  when 
affliftion  overtakes  thee,  be  careful,  1.  That  thy  re- 
pentance be  frequent  and  iterated '^  and  to  that  end  let 
thy  examinaticns  of  thy  heart  and  life  hejiriif  and  daily. 
Poffibly  thou  may  eft  find  a  fin,  upon  thy  review  j  that 
thou  didft  not  before  efpy,  that  may  deferve  a  fpecial 
repentance :  but  if  thou  doft  not,  yet  thy  fins  of  daily 
incurfion  require  a  daily  repentance.  2.  That  thy  re- 
pentance, upon  any  known  fin  committed,  he  fpeedyy 
while  thou  art  in  thy  profperity ;  let  it  not  lie  upon 
thee  till  to-morrow ;  who  can  tell  whether  fome  bitter 
affliaion  may  not  overtake  thee  before  thou  haft  re- 
pented ;  and  then  that  fm  will  reach  out  its  venom  and 
malignity  into  thy  affliftion,  and  make  it  worfe.  There- 
fore intercept  that  accurfed  influence  of  fin,  by  a  fpeedy 
repentance.  Thy  repentance  will  be  the  eafier,  and  thy 
afflidion  the  lighter,  thy  heart  the  ftronger  to  bear  it, 
thy  accefe  unto  heaven  for  deliverance  the  readier^ 
"When  a  man  He^  under  a  fin  till  afflidion  come,  he 
hath  two  great  fuits  to  difpatch  in  the  court  of  Heaven : 
Firfl:,  to  gain  his  pardon.  Secondly,  to  gain  deliver- 
ance 


jl  preparative  agaififi  Jffli&ions.  iOI 

Since  frdm,  or  ftrength  under  affliftion.  Be  careful 
therefore  to  get' the  former  difpatched  in  thy  prof- 
perity ;  thou  haft  the  lefs  to  do  under  thy  amiaion. 
-When  guilt  and  affliftion  come  upon  a  man  together, 
they  add  to  each  other  weight  and  difficulty  of  re- 
moval: but  afflidion  meeting  with  a  confcience  cleanfed 
by  fedth  and  repentance,  is  always  tolerable,  and  for  the 
moft  part  comfortable;  it  lofeth  its  nature,  and  becomes 
another  thing :  it  is  a  prevention  of  fin,  a  corre6Uve 
of  corruptions,  an  exercife  of  grace,  a  conformity  to 
dhrift,  an  aflurance  of  God's  love,  preparative  for 
•heaven,  rather  than  an  afflidtion. 

4.  Above  all  things,  h  very  careful  that  thy  afflic* 
'4ion  be  not  the  juft  froduSlion  of  thy  Jin  or  folly :  for 
in  the  one  cafe  thou  fufiereft  as  an  evil  doer ;  in  the 
Othdr  thou  fuffereft  as  a  fool ;  and  in  neither  thou  canft 
take  any  comfort.  If  thou  fuffereft  without  thy  fault, 
t)r  for  thy  virtue,  piety  and  goodnefs,  thou  needeft 
,  not  be  troubled  for  the  one,  and  thou  mayeft  moft 
juftly  rejoice  in  the  other:  but  to  fuffer  as  an  evil 
idoer,  or  as  a  bufy-body  in  other  men's  matters,  or  for 
ill  language  or  paffionate  words,  or  difturbance  of  the 
civil  power ;  thefe  take  away  both  the  comfort  and  the 
glory  of  thefe  fufferings.  Nay,  though  the  end  intends 
ed  in  thefe  extravagancies  may  poffibly  be  good,  and 
though  the  punifliment  inflicted  exceed  the  due  pro- 
portion, and  fo  have  fomewhat  of  inju  ace  or  extremity 
m  the  infliftion;  yet  fuch  a  kind  of  fuffering  brings 
little  honour  to  God,  little  peace  to  a  man's  felf ,  and 
little  advantage  to  others;  but  rather  the  contrary. 
A  man  that  hath  fms  about  him,  hath  ill  companions, 
and  fuch  as  abate  the  comfort  even  of  an  innocent  fuf- 
fering ;  but  when  a  man  fuffers  for  a  fm,  or  any  un- 
juftifiable  aftion,  his  fufferings  lofe  the  name  of  afflic- 
tions, and  become  formally  and  in  their  own  nature 
puniftments:  and  ifi  fuch  a  kind  of  fuffering,  though 
fometimes  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  God  brings 
good  out  of  it  to  the  party  that  fuffers ;  yet  in  fuch, 
a  man  doth  not  only  undergo  temporal  iofs,  pain  and 
inconvenience,  \>\xt  hath  the  inevitable  profpefl;  of  his     ^ 

2  D  4  fault    jfl 
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fault  and  offence  in  them,  which  makes  the  fi|Seruif 
the  more  bitter  and  diflaftefuL 

5.  Be  careful  to  bring  thyfelf  to  a  right  efiimait  tf 
the  worlds  and  the  good  or  evil  of  it.  Our  over-valua- 
tion of  the  world,  is  that  wtuch  makes  us  exc^  either 
in  the  comfort  we  take  in  the  enjoyments,  or  in  the 
perturbation  that  we  fuffer  in  the  loifes  or  crones  of  k; 
and  commonly  according  to  the  meafure  of  our  lotre 
unto,  or  valuation  of  the  things  of  this  lifeg^  fueji  is  the 
meafure  of  our  grief,  or  forrow,  or  defpondeacy,  w 
anger,  or  vexation^  that  we  entertain  in  our  Icls  or 
difappointment  in  the;n:  for  indeed  all  other  pa^n$ 
and  perturbations  of  the  mind,  are  hut;  the  handmaids 
of  the  pafTions  of  love,  or  love  a&ed  in  a  differefit  ibape 
or  mediod.  If  I  fet  too  high  a  value  upon  my  wealthy 
or  my  health,  or  my  honour,  or  my  relations,:  or  pxj 
credit,  then  my  lofs  or  difappdntment  of  any  of  thesi 
will  produce  an  excels  of  forrow,  or  vexation,  or  de& 
pondency,  or  anger,  or  revenge,  .Therefcpre  let  it  be  thy 
bufmefs  in  the  time  of  thy  quiet  and  profperity,  in  tb^ 
firft  place  to  fettle  thy  judgment  aright^  and  cosier 
quently  thy  affedions  aright,  in  reference  to  eHternaU^ 
Confider  firft  they  are  but  externals:  they  have  no  in* 
gredient  at  all  in  the  man;  a  man  may  be  a  fool,  or  a 
vicious  and  wicked  man,  and  yet  enjoy  thefe  things  in 
a  great  meafure :  and  a  man  may  be  a  wife,  a  jull)  t 
virtuous,  a  pious  man,  a  man  i^  the  favour  of  God,  an4 
yet  be  without  them*  2.  They  are  in  their  own  nature 
very  uncertain  things,  they  aire  fubje£i;  to  a  thoufand 
contingencies ;  nay,  if  they  ftand  fecured  unto  me  wid| 
the  greateft  ftabiiity  that  may  be,  yet  my  body  h  fub- 
jeft  to  many  weakneffes  and  diftempers,  and  a  difeafip 
m  my  body  will  render  all  thefe  things  infipid  and  vaia 
to  me.  What  good  or  content  will  all  my  wealth,  my 
honour,  my  fine  houfes,  my  great  retinue,  my  great 
power  do  me  when  I  am  in  a  burning  fever,  in  a  pain- 
ful confumption,  nay,  under  a  fit  of  the  head-ach,  or 
ftone  ?  For  fo  fiuall  a  diftemper  will  make  me  take  no 
contentment  or   fatisfadtion  at  all,  in  all  or  ^y  of 

tMf«^ 
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fhefe  eiHoymeats';:  the  truth  is,  they  are  but  provifions 
JFor.the  Sefh,  and  m  order  to  the  body;,  and  when  the 
body  is  under  a  didemper  they  become  insignificant, 
uieleis  things.  He  that  is  under  a  (Irong  pain  or  diijeafe, 
£ndi>  as  little  contentment,  though  he  lie  on  a  foft  bed 
ri^Jily  fumilhed,  in  a  chamber  richly  hanged,  in  it  a 
cupboard  furniihed  with  ma0y  plate^  as  if  he  lay  in  a 
cottage.  S.  They  are  but  for  a  time,  death  will  at  lafl: 
overtake  me ;  and  as  all  my  riches,, and  pleafures,  and 
honours,  and  worldly  accommodations,  cannot  pre- 
vent or  buy  it  off,  fo  neither  will  they  be  of  any  couuort 
or  value  to  me  in  that  hour.  Indeed  they  may  make 
death  more  troublefome  and  unwelcome  to  me,  but 
they  cannot  at  all  fecure  me  againfl  it.  The  plain  trudh 
isy  death  doth  imdeceive.  and  open  the  eyes  of  the 
^children  of  men  ;  it  teacheth  us  to  put  the  true  value 
upon  every  thing  as  it  deferves.  *  My  riches  and  ray 
*.  boniQur,  my  pleafures  and  my  profits,  my  gallantry 

*  and  my  policy^  which  I  made  much  reckoning  of  ia 
*.  my  life- time,  when  death  comes  I  fliall  perceive  them 
^  'to  be  but  vanity  at  the  beit,  and  fet  no  efteem  upon 

*  tfaem :    but  piety,  and  prayers,  and  charity,  and  ia- 

*  terefl;  in  God,  and  in  the  merits  of  Chrift,  and  the 

*  promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  that  perchance  in  my  life- 

*  time  I  efteemed  as  dry  and  ufelefs  things,  1  (hall  thea 
*.fee  to  be.  of  greateft  value,  and  accordingly  prize 
^  them :  thefe  I  fhall  carry  with  me  into  the  fucceeding 

*  world ;    but  all  my  worldly  comforts,  when  I  pa& 

*  through  this  ftrait  gate  of  death,  I  fliall  leave  bdiind 
^  me,  as  a  Iiiake  leaves  behind  his  antiquated  Ikin, 
^  .when  he  paffes  through  a  brake,  and  never  make  ufe 

*  of  them,  or  take  comfort  in  them  more^  And  when 
^  I  come  unto  the  other  fide  of  this  dead  lake,  the 

*  fruition  of  all  my  life  paft  will  be  forgotten,  or  at 

*  leaft  remembred   as  a  man  remembers  his  dream 

*  when  he  awakes ;  only  the  good  or  evil  of  my  pad  life 
^  will  ftick  upon  me  unto  all   etemiiy.    Why   then 

*  fliould  I  fet  my  heart  upon  that  which  is  of  fo  fmall 

*  ^  value,   fo  Uttle  ufe,  fo  ihgrt  and  io  uncertain  a 

^  continuance? 
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*  coiitiiiua^ce  ?  they  are  things  which  I  may  lofe  whfle  I 

*  live,  but  I  atn  fure  I  cannot  keep  them  when  Idle;  ancj 

*  if  they  take  their  farewell  foonerjthey  do  but  their  kind^ 
^  and  at  b^ft  do  but  anticipate  their  laft  and  neceflary 

*  v^edi6Hon.  I  refolve  therefore  I  will  not  fet  my  heart 
^uponthem,butcarrvalooleandflaccidaffeaiontowards 

*  them:  and  if  I  lofe  them,  I  will  not  over-much  affliamy 

*  foul  for  the  lofs  of  that,  which  I  had  not  much  reir- 
^  fon  to  value  while  I  had  it.  *  ^ 

And  thus  as  a  man  fhould  tutor  himfelf  to  a  juft  eftt 
mate  of  the  good  things  of  the  world ;  fo  a  man  fhould 
bring  himfelf  to  a  juft  and  due  efteem  of  the  evil  things 
of  the  world ;  fuch  as  ficknefs,  and  pain,  and  impri-. 
fonments,  and  reproach  5and  want,  and  the  like.  There 
are  thefe  two  things  that  do  much  allay  the  feverity  of 
thofe  evils*  1.  They  are  but  corporal,  they  reach  no 
'farther  than  the  body,  the  hufk,  the  outward  ittan, 
"the  cottage  ;  they  canno  tat  all  get  fo  deep  as  the  foul. 
2.  The^  are  but  temporal :  it  is  moft  certain  that  death 
will  cure  and  heal  thefe  evils  ;  and  poflibly  thefe  di- 
ftempers  and  fufferings,  the  lefs  fevere  they  are;,  the 
more  tolerable ;  the  more  fevere,  the  more  in  probability 
they  will  haften  and  advance  the  cure :  as  nothing 
that  hath  an  end  can  make  a  man  truly  happy,  fp  that 
nothing  that  hath  an  end  can  make  a  man  truly  mi- 
ferable ;  becaufe  he  hath  under  his  greateft  mifery  the 
lenitive  of  hope,    and  expeftation  of  a  deliverance. 

6.  But  yet  farther ;  gain  ajfurance  of  thy  peace  xmth 
God  in  Chrift^  and  conjequently  of  thy  future  bappinefs  j 
and  be  frequent  in  the  contemplation  and  improve* 
ment  of  it.     This  is  the  great  engine  of  a  Chnftian, 
a  magiftry  ^,    that  never  was  attained  by  the  moft 
exquifite  philofopher,  nor  is  attainable   but   in  and — 
by  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  who  brought  Life  and  Im — - 
mortality  to  light :  It  is  the  great  expedient  whereby  aB- 
man  attains  a  viftory  over  the  world ;    whereby  h^ 
is  able  to  enjoy  profperity  with  moderation,  and  luider— 
go  afBidion  with  patience.  '  This  is  the  victory  which 

'  master)'. 

*  overcometh 
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•  overcometh  the  world,  even  your  faith  1/  When  % 
inan  under  the  fevereft  affliftions  fliall  have  this  aflur-!? 
^ce,  and  thefe  contemplations — *  It  is  true,  I  am  in 

•  as  low  a  condition  as  the  world  can  caft  me ;  my  tftatt 
^  torn  from  me  by  the  bafeft  of  men,  and  I  and  my 

•  children  expofed  to  extreme  want  and  neceffityy   fo 

*  that  I  am  become  a  little  better  than  a  vagabond  upoii 
f  the  earth  for  the  attaining  of  bread  ;  or  at  beft  am 

*  driven  tothehardeft  and  moft  fordid  employment 

•  that  can  t^  confiftent  with  honefty ,  for  my  fupplies 

*  of  neceflarks  ;    and  if  by  chance  my  own  fweat  or 

•  others  charity  fupply  me  to-day,  I  cannot  imagine 

*  what  fhift  to  make  for  to-morrow ;    and  if  this  were 

*  a  condition  to  which  I  had  been  bom,  or  in  which 
I  had  been  bred,  ufe  might  have  made  it  eafy  and  fa- 
miliar ;  but  it  is  not  fo  ;  I  am  fallen  into  this  low  con- 
dition from  a  plentiful  and  liberal  condition,  wherein 
I  had  my  table  crowned  with  plenty ;  and  as  I  wanted 
not  chanty,  to  employ  my  plenty,  fo  I  wanted  not 
plenty  to  fupply  my  cliarity.  Again,  I  was  in  the 
greateft  reputation  and  efteem  among  men  that  may  be, 
but  now  I  am  fallen  under  the  faddeft,  the  bafeft 
fcom,  and  obliquy,  and  reproach,  and  imputation 
that  can  be,  and  all  this  without  any  caufe :  my 
enemies  triumph  over  me  with  fcorn  and  derifions,  and 
exprobations :  my  former  friends  beftow  upon  me  a 
fcornful  pity,  that  is  more  bitter  than  the  upbraidings 
of  my  enemies :  the  abjefts  and  dregs  of  the  people 
make  me  their  by-word ;  and  the  calumnies  under 
which  I  fufter  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  none  dares 
to  be  my  advocate,  but  the  (ilent  teftimony  of  my 
own  confcience  and  innocence.  Again,  under  au 
thefe  preffures  it  had  been  fome  allay,  if  I  were  but  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  that  I  had  but  the  liberty  to  for- 
fake  the  place  of  my  fuffering,  and  go  to  fome 
more  auipicious  or  tolerable  comer  of  the  world  ; 
but  in  that  I  am  alfo  prevented,  my  liberty  is  taken  from 
me,  and  I  am  penned  up  in  the  narrow,  'dark,  loath-. 

John  v.  4« 
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iacDERy  (Unking  confines  of  a  moil  odioiis  prifon^ 
without  the  benefit  of  light,  or  friends,  or  indeed  of 
any  other  company  than  fuch  as  make  my  impnfon^ 
meat  the  more  intolerable,  chains  and  vermin,  audi 
the  mod  accurfed  malefactors*  Again,  I  fuffer  not 
only  under  a  redraint  of  a  loathfcmie  gaol,  but  I  am 
expofed  to  lingering  torments,  racks,  and  whips^  and 
£aimine,  and  nakednefs,  and  cold,  and  continual 
threats^  and  fad  expeclaticns  of  worfe  to  follow,  if 
worfe  there  may  be«  Again,  diiraal,  and  painful^ 
and  tcMinenting  dijeajes  feize  upon  my  body :  no  part 
of  my  body  free  from  pain,  no  place  affords  me  eafe^ 
no  cordial  gives  me  comfort ;  my  breath  fhort  and 
painful,  and  even  loathfome  unto  myfelf ;  my  eyet 
confumed  and  weary  with  expeftation  of  ajdeliverancej 
my  heart  faint,  and  not  able  to  fupport  its  weak  and 
languifhing  motion;  my  (loniach  gone,  and  not  able  to 
receive  or  digeft  the  mod  pleafant  meat ;  my  exhauiU 
ed,  confumed  body  (landing  in  need  of  fupply,  and  yet 
unable  to  receive  it ,  my  entrails  parcht  and  fcorcht 
with  burning  heat,  which  is  neverthelefs  the  more 
increafed  by  that  which  (hould  allay  it ;  my  limbs^ 
and  joints,  and  arteries  torn  and  racked  with  tor- 
menting convulfions ;  my  fleep  gone,  or  more 
U^ublefome  than  if  I  were  awake  ;  no  pofture,  n» 
place  affording  me  eafe  or  relaxation  ;  in  the  momixJg 
I  wifli  it  were  night,  and  in  the  night  I  long  for  the 
morning  ;  my  eafy  bed  affords  me  no  eafe,  and  I 
defire  to  rife,  and  when  I  am  rifen  I  caimot  bear  itv 
I  mu(t  prefently  lie  down ;  importunately  longing  for 
this  or  that  meat,  and  when  I  have  it,  loathing  the 
very  fight  of  it :  In  fum,  the  whole  mafs  of  my  blood 
corrupted,  and  my  whole  body  a  bag  full  of  putre- 
fadion,^  (link  and  corruption,  loathfome  to  myfelf  and 
others,  a  very  carcafs  bound  to  a  living  foul,  tired  with 
her  burthen,  exquifitcly  fenfible  of  it,  unable  eithar 
to  bear  it,  or  deliver  herfelf  from  it.'  Thefe  be  fom^ 
of  thofe  fad  attendants  that  accompany  this  condition, 
and  it  may  be  all  thofe  calamities  befall  a  man  at  once, 

together 


together  ^th  tti6  lofs  of  friends,  or  near  relations,  M 
Sb  the  otfe  of  Jeh^  and  then  what  remains  to  Aea^ 
pirate  a  man  perfectly  miferable,  if  the  calaxnides  (^ 
ihis  world  can  do  it :  but  if  under  any  or  all  of  thofe 
prefliures,  I  can  upon  found  grc^uul  and  affumnce^  reft 
)ipQ^  my  hopes  of  immortality,  .'thefe  and  a  diou&nd 
9lQm  e$&temal  miferiesl  will-  not  only  be  toleilable  hxHt 
^y.  Wh^  I. -can  upon  fouand  co£ti6tion8  and  expe^ 
tieaces  pra^idly  entertain  anyfeif  with  Aich  tbovghtt 
^  dbsfe;:  ^  It  Ss  true,  I  am .  as  miierable  in  exte^fuiSs 
1  as  thc^  itfi^rld  can  maike  me^ .  but  in  the  midft  of 
t^I-extBrnais,  iofles  and  propierty^  I  bavein  my  rpro^ioS 
laJdii^oin  prejiared  for  nie  that.canaot.ltiseihakeiva 
f  T^eafure  i)i.  heaven  above  die  malice  and  reach:  c^  meit 
IxUnd  devils,  aodf after  a  few  days  f pent  in  n]vypQ6r|al^ 
t^^ipiitnage  t;^tt^«gh  this  worM^  L  fhail  as  furely  poffe&.iit; 
fitsitf:  i]Were,alrc9bdy  actually  iavefted  in.it ;  aniias  tbit 
fiiSuppeiAothaUay  the  fharpnefelbf  my  paflage^  fo  in  my 
^MPmi^m^  happinefsfmy  -prefenii  ivSmin^m\X  v^t 
^kii|r>futuiiexell'more  welcome.;;  that  beaanof  iightaiul 
^cpt(x&rt>thai:  /tfai$.hopier.^dartsmto.inyibuV:j^^^  tm 
^  JUghtevxny  dsurkeft  night  hertf^  iand  walk  along!  wtth 
ft  ne  to  my  Caman^  wbea  hbpe'fiiall  be  fwalfew^jpp 
f  Jn  fiiitpa  aad  frukioh ;'  in  the  midft  of  al|.thei  A^tms^ 
f I  and  c^ipaches,  and  vilifyings  that  the  .wotid  h^ps 
f.iSfDn  me,  I  eitjoy^  the  comfortable  prefen^0>:>9fid 
f'  ;&vour  of 'niy  God  in:  my^  fbnl ,  and  his  f u^a^  ^A»^t^ 
!*<t6ftatiaa,and  acceptance!  of  my  innocence,; whiphi^fc^ 
^  riafifiitely .  more  oven-bail ancejths:^  iro wns  and  flc^tefn^ 
*  of  the  worid^  than  tbu:  favour  of  Ae  gi^eafefl:  .gijacf 
^rfljkith  overweigh  the  reproaches  of  the  bafieft!|>^^fent# 
t  {In  the  tnidft  of  my  dofeitiaod  darkeit  reftraiin^^  l^y^ 
fi  jthat  converfe  which  th^  ftri^ijeft  .guard,  the  ftrohgeft 
f^^barti cannot  exclude:  I  have  the  prefence^  ^s^d  cqiy- 
!^  ver&tiim  of  my  iSawnir  ^Qhcift^iaod  hi^ibleiSed^/^d 
^'fiicred  fpifitv  *  which  doth  cure  a4>d'  heal  the  fxp^lonie^ 
f;  nc&j  aadi :  fupj^y:  the  .retirednefe  of  ifty  clpfeft 
^  reilraints ;  and  this: 'company  rmaj^^^.  n&y,  p}^?V^  a 
^  temple,  wherein  Ican^  wi;h hij^iblefled  apoftle,  with 
V  .  '  ,  '  SL  cheerful 
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a  cheerful  heart,  magnify  my  God ;  my  foul  and 
mind  is  at  liberty,  and  free,  in  defpite  of  gates  of 
brafsi,  and  bars  of  iron*  In  the  midft  of  all  my  pami 
and  ficknefs,  and  the  tedious  declination  of  my  body 
to  its  final  corruption  and  diffolution,  I  can  fatisfy 
myfelf  with  an  cxpeftation  of  my  happy  refurredionj 
when  this  weak  and  frail,  and  dying  body  of  mind 
(hall  be  made  like  imto  the  glorious  body  of  my 
glorified  Saviour,  and  tranflated  into  the  company  of 
Saints  and  Angels ;  where  there  (h^U  be  no  fick&eis^ 
hor  forrowj  nor  pain,  nor  fin,  nor  death  }-  and  I 
ihall  meet  with  thofe  friends  and  relations  of  mine,' 
which  died  before  me  in  the  fame  hope.  I  look  tipoii 
thefe  my  prefent  pains,  and  ficknefs  and  weaknefs; 
as  the  harbingers  of  that  difiblution-  which  ihall  put 
an  end  to  them,  and  begin  my  happinefs  $  and  h^i^ 
upon  I  bear  them  not  only  with  patience,  but  conifoirt; 
^(  the  greater  their  violence  is,  the  fooner  theyv^^ 
'  finiih,  their  bufinefs,  and  rend  away  this  mortal  cor^ 
rupted  carcafs  from  my  immortal  foulj)  and  even^iil 
the'  inftant  of  my  diffolution  can,  by  th^eye  of  my 
faith,  difcem  the  blefled  angels  ready  to  tranfpott  my 
foul,'  cteanfed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  into  the  joyfi 
df  heaven,  and  my  bleffed  Redeemer  ftanding  on  mt 
other -fide,  as  it  were,  of  this  dead  lake,  ready  t<J 
receive  me,  and  lead  me  into  thofe  heavenly  maniioni 
of  reft  and  happinefs  which  he  went  before  to  pre^ 
pare  for  me.'  This  hope  and  affurance,  as  it  make$ 
the  beft  things  of  this  world  in  their  beft  appearance 
amd  drefs  but  light  and  vain,  and  empty  and  nothing; 
(b  it  maizes  the  worft  things  that  the  world  and  mor^ 
tality  can  inflift  or  fuffer,  light  and  eafy.  '^For  thef^ 

*  light  affliftions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  work 

*  for  us,  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
«  glory ;  while  we  look  not  at  the  things  which    ar^ 

*  feen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  feen :   for  the 

*  things  that  are  feen  are  temporal,    but  the  things 

*  which  are  not  feen  are  eternal  i.* 

>aCor.  iv.  n*  18* 
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•  TheTe  l^e  foixie  of  thofe  pl-eparations  that  will'  ad«* 
mirably  fit  and  prepare  u$  to  meet  with  affli£dott8^;'aiiid 
ki  riiem  thefe  two  thmgs  are  to  be  remembered :  i  J  ' 
-  Firft,  That  we  do  not  only  content  ourfehes  withr 
notions  and  bare  fpeculations  of  thefe  things^  but  t^ 
Vfk  xxi?iy  fraSlic'Uy  digeft  them^  inta  our  hearts  and  rdTo^ 
kitions;  for  if  they  be  but  notional  only,  afliiAions; 
when  they  come,  will  eafily  rend  and  defeat  thefe 
notions;  I  have  known  many  liien  that  have  had  ver^ 
«kcellent  notions  of  this  kind,  and  could  difccnrfe  e» 
diHently  of  them ;  nay,  could/  urge  them  very  effefiEo* 
^y  upon  others,  but  when  any  little  crofs  hatth  over# 
tafien  them,  they  have  been  quite  out  of  ail  {]|^tience 
Md'COmforty  and  as  much  to  feek  how  to  eatertaiaxtj 
as  thofe  that  had  never  knowa  any  fuch  niatter  j'-n^i 
«^vk)or  experienced  Chriftian^  that  <tould  not  tatk.  Bait 
fioMmuchy  hack  received  the-lhock-of  aflJiSaohvwki^ 
touch  -  morte  Chriftian4:efolution  than  the  .other: /and 
the  reafou  is,  the  >  former  had  digefted  thefe  hnattenk 
torely  into  notion,  and  the  latter  made  it  p^ia£bicalahd 
ixyrdiaL  When  I  read  Plutarch,  and  Seneca,  and  Tuliy^ 
i'find  excellent  inftancesand  reafonings  to  fupport -the 
imnd  in  affli^Hons,  and  many  times  upon  the  fouild^ 
grounds  that  can  be.  Plutarch  de  animie^  iranquilitate  ^; 
tells  us.  That  he  that  hath  fcamed  the  nature  of  i  the 
ibul^  and  thinks  that  by  death  it  (hall  attain  a  better, 
jor  at  leafl:  not  a  worfe  condition,  hath  a  great  freedom 
£:om  fear  of  death,  and  no  fmall  viaticum  ^  to  attain 
tranquillity  of  mipd  in  bis  lifeJ  :  And  many  fuch  in* 
fiances  are  given  by  the  ftoics,  efpecially  Seneca, 
«nd*  by  Tully.  But  when  the  lattei*  came  to'  ani^x- 
quifite  apprehenfion  of  his  danger  ftom  Anthony i"  hit 
•phihafophical  notions  and  contemplations  were  too  wfeak 
toibeaf.  up' his  mind  againft  thofe  fears;  -and  therefore 
id  ihis  Siicteenth  Epiftle,  lib.  10;  to  Atdcus,  he  writes 
•da.him  to  this  effeil :  *  If  thou  haft  any  thing  to  cism* 
k  &rt  me,  ;gath€r  it  up,  and  write  iitr  i^bt  out  of  learning 

.    .cf  *  or 
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^-'or  books;  (for  I  have  thefe  here  withinei)  Scd  fie* 
^.fchquomodo  imbecHigr  eft  meduina  quam  morbus  :  But 
*  I  know  not  how  it  comes,  to  pafs^the  phytic  is  too. 
^  weak  for  the  difeafe,'  And  My  though  a '  wife  abxd 
experienced  man»  and  bore  up  pretty  well  in  bis  afflio 
lioatis,  yet  his  friend  Elipbaz  tells  him,  and  that  truly^ 
^  Behold  thou  hait  inilru&ed  many,  anU  .  thou  h^ 
^  ftrengthned  the  weak  hands ;  bui  now  it  is  c6me  \i^ 
^  on  theei,  thou  fainteft  ^'  &c.  Men  may  haVe  e^ceUeat 
dbeoiies  to  fupport  in  affli&ion^  and  can  apply  theor.  to 
others  in  that  condition  with  fingular  dexteriity  and^ttd^ 
vantage;  yet  when  the  calc  comes  to  bb  ythdj^  oi^ 
theiri  fpirits  fmk  under  them,  becaufe  thefe  theories 
many  times  float  in  the  underftanding,  but  are  not  dk* 
geft^  deeply  and  pradically  in  the  heart,  < .     .  .  ' . 

Secondly,  Whatever  you  6,0^  gam  tbis  babii  and  tern 
fernf  nmdy  actuate  and  exercife .  your  fluthy  make 
eren  your  reckonings,  get  your  peace  .and  afiurance 
fettled  before  ficknefs  comes ;  for  a  man  in  any  kkdi 
of  fuffering  befides  poflibly  may  learn  them,  becauft 
bis  mind  is,  or  may  be  in  its  intire  ftrength  f  biit  moft 
certainly  iicknefs  is  an  ill  time  to  begin  to  learn  theft 
contemplations,  unlefs  they  are  learned  before  the  difr 
tempers  of  the  body  dilcompofe  the  mind,  and  unfit 
to  begin  to  learn.  It  is  a  time  when  that  wfaidi 
hath  been  before  fitted  and  laid  up  in  ftore  in  the  ibul; 
muft  be  drawn  out  and  exercifed :  but  it  will  be:a 
moft  difficult  bufmefs  then  to  begin  that  kflbn  whidi 
fliould  be  learned  in.  health,  though  pradifed  in  fick^ 
neis* 

^  II.  Thus  much  for  our  preparation  to  meet  AflBiio 
lions*  ,Now  concerning  our  carriage  imder  thenu  > 
Firft,  In  the  beginning  and  firfl  onfet  of  any  a£BUq- 
tion,  be  very  careful  to  keep  the  mind  in  a  due  Umpert 
tall  in  all  your  aids  cf  reafon  and  duty^  to  keep  you  m 
a  right  frame  and  temper  of  moderation ;  for  afflict 
tjon  of  any  kind,  when  it  hath  lain  a  while  upon'  a 
man,  will  probably  bring  him  into  order  y  but  at  the 

*  firft 
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firil  onfet  the  paffions  begin  to  flv  out^  and  play 
freaks,  and  diforder  the  foul,  and  fill  it  to  perturbation* 
Then  immoderate  anger,  or  murmuring,  or  immode- 
iMe  forrow,  or  fear,  ny  out,  and  men  thereby  become 
leh  able  to  bear  for  the  future,  and  many  times  fly. 
out  into  that  immoderation  and  diftemper  at  firft,> 
dther  in  thoughts,  or  words,  or  a£Uons,  that  they 
are  lorry  for  aner,  and  fo  draw  upon  themfelves  a 
double  trouble ;  firft  to  repent  of  their  folly  and  immo- 
deration, and  then  to  fit  themfelves  for  fufferings; 
it  throws  more  grains  of  fin  into  the  fcale  of  afmc* 
tions,  and  makes  it  heavier,  and  many  times  longer, 
than  otlierwife  it  would  be.  And  after  fuch  pertur- 
bation and  exorbitancy  of  paffions  upon  the  firfl  in- 
roads of  affliftion,  a  man  hath  much  ado  to  bring  him* 
felf  into  a  right  and  due  temper.  This  was  Joi's  cafe  ; 
in  the  beginning  of  his  afflidHon  he  flies  out  into  more 
impatience  and  diforder  than  all  the  reft  of  the  time  j 
therefore  beware  and  fee  thou  keep  thy  mind  in  tem- 
per, and  check  perturbation  at  the  firft  onfet ;  call 
together  all  thy  grace,  and  refolutions,  and  reafon,  to 
keep  thy  mind  in  due  temper  at  firft. 

Secondly,  On  the  firft  onfet  of  any  afllidion,  lift  up 
thy  heart  to  God^  defire  bis  ajjifiance  and  grace  to  enable 
chefe  to  carry  a  due  temper  and  frame  of  heart.  This  is 
not  only  thy  duty,  and  expefted  from  thee  by  God,  but 
it  is  a  finguiar  help  to  enable  thee  to  avoid  any  prefent 
diftemper ;  for  it  is  a  means  to  fupply  thee  with  more 
ftrength  from  heaven  to  order  thyfelf  aright.  2.  It 
brings  thy  foul  into  the  prefence  of  God,  before  whom 
it  were  a  fhame  to  bring  any  perturbation ;  the  paf- 
fions and  diftempers  of  our  minds  are  under  an  awe  in 
his  prefence.  8.  It  is  a  diverfion  of  the  prefent  buftle 
and  ftir  that  pafiions  are  apt  to  make ;  and  being>  di* 
yetted  at  firft,  they  do  not  fo  fuddenly,  nor  fo  eafily 
Ml  into  a  diforder.  Commonly  paffions  are  moft  dif- 
orderly  and  impetuous  upon  the  fii*ft  occafion ;  and  if 
they  be  then  interrupted  or  diverted,  the  fuccours  evea 
of  common  i^afon,  m\ich  more  of  grace,  have  oppor* 
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tUnity  to  rally  themfelveS,  ahd  pi^event  *knnlodertf(^ 
perturbation. 

Thirdly,  Make  asfpeedy  an  inquifition  as  thow.canfti 
into  thy  own  ft  ate  ^  and  what  the  caufe  of.  thi^  afflifilioa^ 
may  be :  let  us  fear  ch  and  try  out  ways  is  th^  voice  of 
every  affliftion ;  and  commonly  every  .affiiftion  ppqn 
any  perfon  that  lies  under  any  fin  unrepenfedrof,  stfid, 
not  forfaken,  foon  leads  the  confcience  tq  point:  out-, 
that  fin;  and  indeed  moft  alflidionS  in  fuch  a' cafe, 
carry  upon  them  the  very  infcription  of  the  fin,  and 
bear  fome  analogy  or  proportion  with  if.  Admbe:sek\ 
crmchy,  and  Davids  adultery,  were,  as  it  v^^ere,  writ- 
fen  in  the  punifiiments  they  fuffered,  ^nd  might  eafily 
bring  them  to  their  remembrance?.  If  thou  fuffereft  in 
thy  eftaie^  confider  whether  either  immoderate  worldli- 
nefs,  and  covetoufnefs,  or  confidence,  and  glory,  in 
thy  wealth,  went  not  before :  if  thou  fuffereft  in  thy 
ftame^  confider  whether  thy  reputation  hath  not  been 
thy  idol,  or  whether  thou  haft  not  borne  thyfelf  to<)- 
feigh  upon  thy  reputation ;  and  fo  of  other  crolfes. 

Fourthly,  If  upon  this  inquiry  thou  findeft  fin  writ- 
ten upon  thy  fufferings,  or  in  the  bottom  of  them, 
Jpeedtly  refent  of  that  fin ;  humbfe  thyfelf  in  the  fight 
of  God  for  it,  take  up  a  refolution  againft  it.  This  V9 
the  voice,  the  ilyunftion  that  this  rod  gives  thee,  and. 
here  thy  fpeeia!  duty  is  humiliation. 

Fifthly,  If  upon  fearch  thou  findefl:  thy  heirt  ,aid: 
confdence  clear,  look  upon  this  aifliftion  as  a  diipen- 
fetion  fent  from  God,  and  with  all  humilky^^wiV  /^ 
his  hand}  and  know,  that  the  moft  wife  God  fends  it 
for  moft  wife  ends,  though  thou  feeft  not  any  enor- 
mity in  thyfelf  that  might  deferve  it.  It  may  be  it  i^ 
to  exerdfe  thy  patience,  thy  faith,  thy  dependance  up- 
on him ;  It  may  be  he  difcerns  that  fome  ttaHptatioA  is- 
Kke  to  meet  with  thee,  or  fome  corruption ;  h  p^&w^ 
ing  in  thee,  that  thou  doft  not  perceive ;  ztd  h^  fends 
fliis  meffenger  to  divert  the  one,  and  to  j)reveat  ijie 
Qtfaer:  ftudy  to  improve  this  afllidion  Ijo  that  endj 
^adhere  thy  fpecial  duty  is ^atisnce and  v^gfJance:, 

Sixthly, 
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^.  Sixthly,  But  it  may  be,  upon  this  fearch,  thou  do/l 
.  |ind  the  true  caufe  of  thy  fufferings  is  for  righteouih^s 
fake,  for  keeping  a  good  confcience,  for  the  honour  of 
ihy  Redeemer,  for  adhering  to  the  Truth,  and  that 
this  is  the  caufe  that  ftirs  up  evil  angels  and  evil  men 
againft  thee:    and  then  indeed    thy  fufferings    lofe 
the  name  and  naturo  of  an  afBidHon,  and  become   an 
.  honour,  a  filling  up  of  the  meafure  of  thy  Saviour*s 
fufferings,  a  fuffering  that  hath  not  only  a  bleffing  in 
it,  but  It  is  a  very  bleffmg  itfelf ;  for  '  Bleffed  are  yc^ 
}  if  men  perfecute  you  for  righteoufnefs  fake  ^J  Suffer- 
.  iiig  for  or  under  a  fin  committed,  requires  thy  repen- 
tance and  humiliation,  for  it  is  a  judgment :  fuffering 
.without  any  fm  before -hand  fignally  requiring  it^  jrg- 
quires  thy  patience  and  vigilance,  it  is  an  afflicUoja : 
but  fuffeiing  for  the  teftimony  of  a  cood  confdei^i^^ 
requires  thy  rejoicing,  it  is  a  perfecution :  but  beiifrsure 
thy  heart  deceive  thee  not,  and  make  thee  believe  thbii 
fuffereft  for  a  good  confcience,  when  it  may  be  it  13  for 
t|iy  folly,  or  frowardnefs :  in  this  cafe,  though  they 
that  inflid  punifliment,  may  want  fomewhat   of  xbit 
.  charity  and  moderation  that  is-fit,  yet  thou  haft  reaibn 
to  repent  for  thy  folly,  and  not  to  glory  in  thy  fuff^- 
ing«;  we  are  wonderfully  apt  to  believe  well  of  ourfelves^ 
^uid  flatter  ourfelves,  many  times  into  the  title  of  per- 
fecution, when  it  is  but  the  fruit  of  our  folly  and  incoA-^ 
.iiderate  rafhnefs.  ,       ^  i 

Seventhly,  Receive  and  bear  all  thy  .qffii£lions  wiib 
humility  and  lownejs  of  mind.  For  it  is  a  meffage  feijt  %d 
^ee  from  the  mofl  Wife  and  Sovereign  Lord  of  the 
.  World,  though  it  may  be  by  the  hands  of  a  moft  vuef 
and  unworthy  man.  It  was  an  excellent  temper  in 
^avidiiizty  when  his  difloyal  fubjed  curfed  hina,  r^e- 
iU^ned  the  juft  indignation  of  his  followers :  iJt  bim 
jfUne^  ii  may  be  the  Lord  bath  commanded  bim  to  cuf/e. 
It  may  be  the  inftrument  executes  his  own  malice  an(i 
fpite^  and  it  may  be  thou  canfl  not  find  aiw  fignal 
.#a«fe  :of .  this  aSK^on  even  from^  t|^^  K^d  dt  .j&od ; 

.    '.  /■  *  Matth.  V.  10,  •    ,v 
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yet  be  not  vmdidtive  againfl:  the  inftrument ;  he  doth 
God's  errand,  though  he  vent  his  own  malice :  re- 
ceive God's  meffage,  and  leave  this  revenge  to  him 
that  hath  referved  it  to  himfelf  as  his  own  prerogative  ; 
and,  it  may  be,  he  will  bum  the  rod  when  he  hath 
done  with  it.  Neither  ftorm  at  God's  difpenfation ;  it 
may  be  thou  haft  deferved  it,  though  thou  doft  not  fee 
it ;  or  if  thou  haft  not,  give  leave  to  thy  great  Sove- 
reign to  deal  with  his  creature  as  he  pleafeth,  and  put 
thy  mouth  in  the  duft. 

Eighthly,  Receive  it  thankfully ^  as  well  as  humbly  ; 

know,  that  it  is  fent  from  the  moft  wife  and  merd- 

■  fill  God ;  what  he  doth,  he  doth  upon  moft  excellent 

grounds  and  reafons.     It  may  be  it  is  preventing  phy- 

ttc  againft  a  greater  mifchief;  it  may  be  it  is  for  an 

"iniprovement  of  thy  grace ;  it  may  be  it  is  intended  as 

'  an.  evidence,  that  thou  art  a  fon,  and  not  a  baftard ;  it 

'may  be  it  is  to  wean  thee  from  the  world ;  it  may  be  it 

Is'  to  fit  and  qualify  thee  for  a  greater  bleffing,  and  to 

give  thee  a  capacity  to  receive  and  bear  fuch  a  benefit, 

-which  without  the  preparation  of  an  affliftion  would 

inake  thee  proud ;  it  may  be  it  is  to  make  thee  an  ex- 

'  ample,  a  itrcngthning  to  others  ;  it  may  be  it  is  be- 

*  catife  thy  good  things  are  referved  for  the  better  world, 
"  anli  thererore  thy  evil  things  are  difpenfed  to  thee 

*  here.  If  God  be  thy  Father,  truft  his  wifdom,  becaufe 
.he  is  Gpd ;  and  truft  his  love,  becaufe  he  is  thy  Fa- 
Aet,  and  then  thou  canft  not  doubt  that  any  thing 

'^  thiit  he  fends  deferves  thy  thanks,  though  thou  fedft 
tiot  .wherein  the,  benefit  of  it  lies :  be  contented  herem 
with  an  implicit  faith,  and  be  thankful  to  him  at  all  ad« 
ventures.  A  cup  of  wormwood  would  not  be  reached, 
to  thee  from  fo  wife  and  fo  good  a  Father,  but  that  his 

love  and  thy  benefit  is  mingled  with  the  bitta*  cxip, 
though  thou  canft  not  at  prefent  tafte  the  one  or  the 

;t)ther. 

*  '  Ninthly,  B^ar  it  patiently  and  quietly.  1.  If  it  c6me 
fbrtby*^ns,  thou  ha(l  reafon  to  bear  it  patiently,  for  it  is 
but  the  fruit  of  t|iy  own  plant,  the  crop  of  thine  own 

^  feed. 
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feed.  IVby  doth  the  living  man  complain  ?  a  man  for  the 
funijhment  of  his  Jin  ?  Thou  haft  procured  it  to  thylielf, 
be  contented  to  bear  the  iffue  of  thy  own  way.  2.  Bear 
it  patiently,  for  //  might  jujlly  have  been  worfe^  and 
more  fevere;  thou  wanteft  fomewhat  that  another  en- 
joys; but  haft  not  thou  fomewhat  that  another  wants  ? 
Thou  haft  loft  a  confiderable  part  of  thy  eftate ;  but 
haft  not  thou  fomewhat  left  ?  or,  if  thou  haft  loft  all, 
haft  thou  not  ftill  thy  health  and  thy  limbs,  that  may 
fupply  thy  neceffities  by  honeft  labours?  Thou  haft 
loft  thy  limbs,  or  thy  health;  but  doft  thou  not  enjoy 
thy  fenfes,  and  thy  underftanding,  and  reafon  ?  Thou 
haft  loft  thy  reputation,  honour,  and  efteem  in  the 
world ;  but  haft  thou  not  thy  integrity  and  uprightnels, 
the  witncfs,  and  ferenity,  and  peace  of  thy  own  con- 
fcience  ?  Thou  haft  loft  many  of  thy  near  reladons; 
but  haft  thou  not  fome  left  ?  Thou  art  vifited  with, 
ficknefs  and  pain ;  but  haft  thou  not  feen  fome  that 
have  had  more  acute,  and  lefs  ftrength  to  bear  thiem, 
and  lefs  hopes  to  be  delivered  from  them,  and  lefe 
means  to  fupport  them?  But  fuppofe  thou  haft  loft  all 
thy  wealth,  thy  rqjutation,  thy  health,  thy  friends, 
yet  haft  thou  not  peace  with  God  ?  the  light  of  hfe 
countenance  ?  the  aflUrance  of  his  favour  ?  the  hope 
of  eternal  life  ?  and  wouldft  thou  exchange  this  hope 
for  the  return  of  all  thy  temporal  comforts  and  ad- 
vantages ?  Believe  it,  that  man's  condidon  cannot  be 
exquifitely  miferable,  where  there  is  any  hope,  much 
lefs  where  there  is  fuch  a  hope,  a  hope  that  out-weighs 
whatfoever  the  world  can  afford  or  inflidl;  a  hope 
that  is  fo  much  the  nearer  to  fruition,  by  how  much 
the  greater  thy  eternal  preffures  are:  when  thou 
doft  deferve  the  lofs  of  ail,  thou  haft  reafon  to  be  pa- 
tient if  thou  doft  enjoy  any  thing.  The  interrogation  of 
the  prophet  is  pathedcal :  *  Why  doth  the  living  man 
'  complain  ?  a  man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fin  ?  * 
Where  there  is  life,  there  is  hope ;  and  for  a  finful 
Bian  to  complain  while  he  yet  is  living,  carries  with  it 
<l^!e.conviftion  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  hi$  complaiiit, 

3  E  3  '      beqaufe 
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becaWe  he  enjoys  fomewhat  that  he  yet  defervedtp 
lofe. »  3.  *  Bear  it  patiently,  becaufe  //  is  but  Jlocrt ; 
.th£)ugh  it.  be  never  fo  fharp,  it  may  be  that  the  fame 
6(5d  that  inflifted  or  permitted  it,  is  at  this  inftant  re- 
folving  to  turn  thy  captivity,  to  give  thee  beauty  for 
aOies.  And  what  an  unfeemly  thing  will  thy  impatience 
be?  How  troablefome  will  the  remembrance  of  it  bo 
to  thy  foul  upon  the  change  of  thy  condition?  How 
much  wilt  ^hoa^be  afhamed  at  thy  return,  of  the  inde- 
cency  of  thy":  carriage  under  thy  affliftion?  I  am  per- 
fuaded  there  v^s  nothing  more  foured  Job^s  returning 
profperity ,  j  than  the  remembrance  of  his  former  mur- 
muring Mfdiinpatience  under  the  vifiting  hand  of  God. 
'But  agaihv^  fuppofe  thy  affliftion  wait  upon  thiee  till  thy 
diifolutioh,  yet  it  is  but  a  night,  but  an  hour  of  afilic-- 
tion:'/rhis  mght,and  this  hour  will  end  with  thy  life; 
and 'this  Wife  of  thine  is  but  a  fpan,  and  then  the  day 
will  dawn,  and  the  fun  will  arife,  and  thy  aifliftipn  will 
vanifb,  and  never  return  again.  4.  Bear  it  patiently, 
'Becflufe  thy  patience  will  jhorten  thy  affliSiion.  The  trial 
ifld  improvemeiit  of  thy  patience  is  one  of  the  chief 
^nds  and  bufiaefs  of  thy  afflictions:  it  is  feat  Xo  teach 
Afee  that  leffon,  ahd  the  fooner  thou  learned  it,  thq 
fopner  the  bufmefs  i^  difpatched,  and  the  difdpline 
difmiffed:  thy  impatience  doth  but  protradand  lengthen 
©ut  thy  difcipline*  ^  If  thou  Wouldell  be  difcharged  of 
this  importunate  aitd  troublefome  mefTenger,  fpeedily 
difpalch  his  bufmefs,"  and  he  is  likely  the  fpeedier  to 
leave  thee.  5.  Bear  it  patiently,  Becaufe  thy  patience 
will  make  thy  burden  the  mere  eqfy  and  tolerable.  When 
God  fends  afflictions  to  tame  a  nan,  and  bring  him  to 
a  right  temper,  believe  it,  he  will  not  be  over-matched, 
)ie  will  bring  thee  down;  and,  if  one  affliction  will  not 
do  it,  he  will  add  more,  and  make  thy  bond  ftrongerj 
iand  can,  and  will  yet  vifit  thee  fevenfold  more,  till  htif 
hath  reduced  thee  to  patience  and  humility.  Struggle 
not  with  him,  for  he  will  be  too  hard  for  thee.  If  thou 
bear  the  yoke  patiently,  thou  wilt  bear  it  eafily ;  bui 
if  thou  fling  and  tofs,  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  them 
••    ^^  '  mayert 
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Twayefl:  hamper  thyfelf  worfe,  and  thy  yoke  will  gali 
'thee  the  more ;  but  it  will  neither  break  the  net,  nor 
the  yoke.  Be  contented  therefore,  refign  up  thyfelf  to 
his  will  with  humility,  and  receive  the  chaftifement  of 
"thy  folly  \vith  patience ;  thou  wilt  have  this  double  ad^ 
vantage  by  it.  Firft,  The  great  God  will  then  lay  no 
more  upon  thee,  for  he  hath  attained  his  end  and  our- 
pofe  by  what  he  hath  already  inflicted ;  but  \dll  either 
remove  it  from  ihee,  or  put  his  own  hand  to  help  thee 
to  bear  it.  Secondly,  By  the  quietnefs  and  compofure 
of  thy  mind,  thou  wilt  be  of  greater  llrength  to  bear 
thy  burthen,  and  with  more  eafe  under  it',  for  it  is  a 
mod  certain  truth,  that  the  turbulency,  and'ftorming, 
and  ttruggling  of  the  niind,  is  that  which  jiiakes  afflic- 
tion more  (haip  and  troublefome,  than  the  nature,  or 
^quality,  or  meafure  of  affliftion  itfelf ;  it  is  the  mind 
that  gives  the  vaiue  and  weight  of  external  prdi|>erky 
or  adverfity.  Take  two  men,  the  one  of  a  proud  and 
--great  fpirit,  as  they  call  it ;  the  other  of  a  mild, 
humble,  patient  fpirit,  we  fhall  eafily  fee,  that  difgrace 
or  lofs  fhall  more  affliQ:  and  torture  the  former,  than 
five  times  as  much  of  either  or  both  fliall  trouble  the 
latter.  And  this  is  the  true  reafon  why  acffliftions  at  the 
firft  are  more  troublefome  and  grievous  than  after, 
jthough  they  continue  the  fame.  At  the  firft,  they  meet, 
with  a  mind  unacquainted  with  it,  and  contefting 
againft  it,  as  a  heifer  unaccuftomed  to  theyoke;  biit 
when  by  time  and  coptinuanee  the  mind  is  accuftomed 
to  it^  though  the  yoke  be  the  fame,  yet  it  finds  no  fuch 
feverit)^  and  importablenefs  ^  in  it.  A  patient  heart  gains 
that  habit  quickly,  which  cuftom,  length  of  time,  and 
•  jieteflity,  doth,  with  more  difficulty,  produce  in  ano- 
ther temper.  6.  Bear  it  patiently,  becaufe  thou  haft 
^  example  of  gi  eat  patience ^  under  a  greater  crofs,  in 
^a  tnoft  innocent  perfon :  thy  Sayiour  hath  left  a  copy 
of  his  own  patience  for  thee  to  irnitpite ;  and  thy  affli^;.* 
tion  is  fent  thee,  to  teach  thee  to  write  after  his  copy, 
^d  to  confonn  thee  to  the  Captairn  of  thy  falvafion, 

\  insiipportablencs!?. 
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^  who  wis  made  perfeft  by  fufFering.  Confider  the  difpsl- 
rity  of  the  perfons  :  he  mod  innocent,  without  any  fin 
to  deferve  it ;  thou  a  perfon  laden  with  fin,  that  meri- 
torioufly  deferves  as  much,  if  not  more  than  thou  hafl:  a 
capacity  to  bear :  he  the  Son  of  God,  clothed  with  in- 
nocent flefh ;  thou  a  worm  clothed  with  impurity 
and  fin.  Confider  the  difparity  of  the  fufFerings  :  he 
t,  man  of  forrows,  under  the  perfecution  of  thofe  whom 
he  came  to  fave,  fubieded  to  all  the  fcoms  and  torments 
that  the  wit  of  mofi  exquifite  malice  could  inflid,  and 
above  all  this,  under  the  fenfe  even  of  the  wrath  and 
feeming  defertion  of  his  Father ;  thou,  it  may  be,  haft 
tofl:  fome  efl:ate,  or  reputation,  or  art  in  prifon,  or  ba- 
nilhment,  or  ficknefs,  or  pain ;  but,  under  all  this,  deft 
or  mayefl:  enjoy  that  peace,  and  pardon,  and  favour  of 
God,  that  his  fufferings  purchafed  for  thee  ;  the  ingre- 
dients of  his  cup,  nothing  but  gall  and  vinegar ;  but 
thy  cup,  though  never  fo  feemingly  bitter,  yet  fan£U- 
fied  and  fweetened  by  his  fufferings :  and  yet  under  all 
this,  *  As  a  ftieep  before  his  fhearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  op«n« 

*  ed  not  his  mouth/  Though  his  moft  innocent  human 
nature  ftirunk  at  the  pre-apprehenfions  of  this  bitter 
portion,  yet  with  patience  he  refigned  up  his  will  to  his 
Father,  *  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done/  In  fum,  as 
his  patience  was  meritorious  and  expiatory  for  thy 
fin,  lb  it  was  left  as  a  pattern  and  example  for  thy 
praftice.  Bear  it  patiently,  for  it  is  reached  unto 
f bee  from  the  hands  of  Qod ;  though  it  may  be  by  the 
hands  of  moft  vile  and  accurfed  iuftruments :  and 
this  confideration  is  enough  to  tutor  thee  to  an  invinci- 
ble patience.  1  •  It  is  the  difpenfation  of  God,  who  is 
infinite  in  mercy  andgoodneJs\  and  therefore  it  is  moft  cer- 
tain, it  is  a  meffage  of  mercy,  for  *  he  doth  not  a£U^ 

*  willmgly  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.*  Be  fure 
that,  it  coming  from  the  Fountain  of  Goodnef^  and 
Love,  it  hath  a  blefling  in  it,  though  thou  canft  not  at 
the  prefent  fee  it,  2.  It  comes  from  the  hands  of  the 
fnf^fi  wife  God^  that  doth  all  things  for  moft  excellent 
^nds,  iuid  even  in  thofe  difpenlations  that  are  moft: 

ghfcuro 
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<>bicure  and  rugged,  that  we  cannot  unriddle,  yet 
there  is  always  a  complication  of  mod  fovereign  and 
excellent  defigns  which  fhall  not  be  difappointed.  3.  k 
comes  from  the  hands  of  that,  God,  that  is  under  the 
relation  of  a  moft  tender  Father^  that  hath  the  very  fame 
bowels  of  mercy,  goodnefs,  and  love  to  us,  in  hk 
corredion,  as  in  his  favours.  A  poor  filly  child^ 
when  a  father  correds  him  for  a  fault,  or  takes  that 
from  him  that  will  hurt  him,  or  keeps  him  hard  to 
his  book,  or  other  employment,  or  denies  him 
fomewhat  that  is  noxious  to  him,  thinks  his  father 
deals  hardly  ,.  with  him,  when  in  truth  the  very 
fame  tender  and  fatherly  love,  that  difcovers  itfelf 
in  more  grateful  difpenlations,  is  the  caufe  and 
companion  of  thefe.  The  fame  is  thy  cafe  and 
mine  ;  be  patient  therefore,  it  is  the  hand  of  a  father 
that  afflids  thee  ;  and  that  may  aflure  thee  that  it  is 
for  thy  good,  and  it  fhall  be  in  meafure.  4.  It  comes 
from  that  God,  that  is  thy  abjolute  Lord^  that  hath 
'  that  unlimited  right  over  his  creature,  that  his  only 
will  is  a  fufHcient  rule  of  his  juflice.  Thou  owefl  an  infi- 
nite fubjeftion  to  him,  from  whom  thou  hafl  received 
thy  being  ;  his  fovereignty  over  his  creature  is  even  by 
the  very  right  of  nature,  infinite  and  boundlefs.  Be 
contented  therefore  to  bear  whatfoever  he  inflifts, 
without  the  leafl  difputing  of  the  juflice  or  injuftice  of 
it.  This  was  that  excellent  contemplation  di  old  £//, 
under  the  moft  fevere  denunciations  of  God's  judg- 
ment. //  is  the  Lord^  let  him  do  whatjeemeth  bimgom* 
And  it  was  that  great  lefTon  that  Job^s  afHidions  werp 
fent  to  teach  him,  though  he  could  not  learn  it,  till 
God  himfelf,  as  well  for  our  inftru6Uon  as  his,  taught 
him  out  of  the  whirlwind :  but  then  he  learned  it,  and 
abhorred  himfelf  in  dufl  and  afhes  for  his  former  ig- 
norance and  frowardnefs,  8.  Yet, further,  bear  it  par 
tiently,  for  that  God  that  fent  this  meffenger,  doib 
k  eh  old  andobjerve  how  thou  enter  taineji  it ;  wherein  we 
may  with  all  due  reverence,  fuppofe  theLord  of  Heaven, 
thus  refplving.  '  Yonder  is  fu^h  a  man,  that  ppofefTeth 
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*  to  know,   and  fear,  and  love  me,    and  I  fee  hnft 

*  neverthelefs  fond  of  his  wealth  or  honour,  or  fomft 

*  other  bleffing ;  I  will  give  leave  to  evil  men  or  evil 
angels  (as  once  in  the  cafe  of  my  fen^ant  Job)  to  fpoil 
him  of  wealth,  and  to  caft  him  into  difgrace  ;  and 
I  will  obferve  his  carriage  and  deportment  under 
It ;  and  though  I  know  what  it  will  be,  yet  I 
will  make  it  now  confpicuous  both  to  himfelf  and 
men,  and  angels :  and  if  his  deportment  be  fi<^ 
anfwerable  to  his  profeffion,  if  he  ftorm  againft 
my  providence,  or  ufc  unworthy  means  to  free 
himfelf,  or  will  ccrow  imoatient  and  diforderlv  under 
It,  I  will  make  hh  folly  coni'piciious,  and  fend  more 
and  fliarper  viTitaiions  unto  him,  till  this  fire  of  afflic- 
tion hath  brought  him  to  his  due  temper  of  patience, 
humihty,  fubnuflion  to  my  will,  dopendance  upon 
my  power,  fubjecMon  to  my  fovereignty  :  but  if  oh 
jhe  other  fide  I  fee  him  humble  himfelf  under  my 
hand,  lubmit  to  my  will,  jufiify  me  in  fufFerings, 
patient  under  them,  and  waiting  my  time  to  be 
delivered  from  them,  I  will  exhibit  him  before  men  ajad 
angels  as  a  pattern  of  patience,  and  I  will  make  him  a 

^  fignal  in  his  deliverance,  as  he  is  eminent  in  his  pati*. 

*  ence.*  Suppofe  thou  couldft  hear  fuch  a  deliberation, 
and  fee  and  behold  fuch  fpeftators  of  thy  deportment, 
how  woufdft  thou  endeavour  to  compofe  thyfelf  with  all 

{)atience  and  contentedncfs,  and  quietncfs,  and  rer 
ignation  of  thyfelf  under  the  mo(l  fevere  affliftion'^ 
iGid  how  Uttle  wouldft  thou  dare  in  fuch  a  prefcuce  to 
difcover,  or  fo  much  as  entertain  any  murmuring'  6r 
impatient  thought  ?  Affure  thyfelf,  though  thou  canft 
not  with  a  bodily  eye  behold  this  great  Lord  of  th» 
World  beholding  thee,  while  thou  art  in  this  fcene  of 
laffliftion,  yet  he  beholds  and  obferves  thee,  and  the 
very  motion  of  thy  foul ;  and  the  glorious  angels, 
though  they  cannot  look  into  the  fecret  retirements  of 
thy  thoughts,  yet  they  behold  thy  external  deport- 
ment, and  are  grieved,  if  it  be  unfeemly  and  unfuitable 
to  the  honour  of  their  and  thy  Lord,  and  are  glad  to 

behold 
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behold  a  deportment  fmtable  to  the  ends  and  glory  of 
their  Lord.  And  the  evil  angels,  which  irritate  and 
provoke  thee  to  impatience,  are  pleafed  and  gratified 
!f  they  effefl:  it,  and  alhamed  and  vexed  If  they  arct 
difappointed  in  it.  Believe  it,  in  a  fignal  and  eminent 
degree  of  profperity  or  adverfity,  thou  art  like  a  nia|i 
upon  a  ftage,  a  fpeftacle  expofed  to  the  view  of  God, 
jind  men,  and  angels,  and  devils ;  let  thy  carriage,  there- 
fore, be  fuch,  as  if  thou  didft  as  vifibly  behold  thy 
fpeftators,  as  they  mod  certainly  do  fee  thee. 

Tenthly,  As  thus  thou  art  to  bear  thy  affliftioH 
patiently,  fo  endeavour  to  uje  it  'profitably  j  and,  be* 
Jides  thefe  advices  before-mentioned,  add  to  them 
thefe  enfuing :  1 .  Learn  by  them  to  have  a  juji  ejii^ 
mate  of  the  world.  AffliQion  pulls  off  thofe  fine  gay 
clothes  from  the  world,  by  which,  in  profperity,  it  de- 
ceives us ;  and  render?  it,  as  it  is,  a  vain,  empty,  vex-^ 
ing,  world.  2.  From  that  found  and  juft  eftimate  oiF 
the  world,  difcifUne  thy  affeSlions  to  a  moderate  and  looje 
amplication  to  it.  It  is  true,  affliiSions  do  ordinarily 
embitter  the  world  to  us ;  and  fo,  for  the  prefent,  pur 
affeftions  may  be  dull  towards  it;  but  this  arifing 
merely  from  fenfe,  without  a  found,  praftical,  efta- 
blilhed  judgment,  it  ordinarily  lafts  no  longer  than 
the  affliftions*  laft ;  and,  as  they  wear  away,  and 
yorldly  comforts  begin  to  grow  up  and  increafe, 
jfo  our  love  to  the  world  comes  on,  and  grows  up 
again :  but  when  a  man,  by  the  advantage  of  af-? 
fliftion,  digefts  this  principle  into  his  judgment,  com- 
monly it  abye§,  and  moderates  the  love  of  the  world,, 
notwithftanding  the  return  of  the  comforts  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  world.  3.  Keep  up  thy  heart  in  a  de^ 
fendance  upon  God^s  power  and  all-Jtifficiency  to  deliver 
thee  from  affli^icn^  or  to  fupport  thee  tinder  it  j  anci 
labor,  by  obfervation  and  experience,  to  rivet  thii 
dependance  into  thy  judgment  and  choice.  It  is  moft 
certain,  that  almoft  every  man,  as  long  as  he  can  have 

any  thing  to  lay  hold  of  befides,  will  make  that  his 
dependance ;  the  fick  man  will  depend  upon  his  phy^ 

•  '      •  *  *  fician  J 


i 


42 i  -^  Prepay a^-ive  againfi  JffiiStions. 

fician ;  the  impoverifhed  man  upon  his  friends,  and 
the  like ;  but  when  there  is  nothing  elfe  to  reft  Upon^ 
then  men  will  to  their  prayers,  with  the  mariners  in 
the  florm ;  but  this  being  but  an  ad  of  neceffity,  as 
it  rifeth  upon  neceffity,  fo  it  vanifheth  with  it :  whai 
the  neceffity  is  over,  and  other  dependancies  come  to 
hand,  we  are  apt  to  throw  off  our  dependance  upon 
God.  Labour,  therefore,  for  an  experimental  andju* 
dicious  dependance  upon  God :  fometunes  in  afiuc* 
tions  we  begin  to  attain  it ;  but  the  beft  way  is  to  be- 
gin to  entertain  fuch  a  dependance  before  we  are 
driven  to  it,  and  then  the  neceffity  of  our  afHiflioiis 
will  faften  and  improve  it,  that  it  will  flick  with  us  af- 
ter. 4,  By  thy  affli£iicns  learn  to  value  and  improve 
thy  hope  and  affkrance  of  everlajiing  life :  and,  indeed» 
thy  neceffity  now  doth  in  a  fpecial  manner  drive  thee 
to  it ;  and  it  is  a  great  end  of  God's  fending  afflic- 
tions, that  it  may  drive  ua  off  from  the  clafping  of  thi& 
prefent  world,  and  thereby  carry  us  over  to  the  valua- 
tion of  our  eternal  condition.  Thy  wealth  is  gonCji 
and  thy  honour  and  reputation  is  funk  and  blafted» 
and  thy  friends  have  forfaken  thee,  and  thy  body  is 
mouldering  to  dull  and  rottennefs,  and  thy  foul  fits 
hovering  upon  thy  lips  ready  to  take  her  flight,  and 
all  thy  hold  of  this  prefent  life  is  broken  and  gone,  fa 
that  thou  haft  nothing  now  to  lodge  and  faften  th;^ 
hopes  upon,^  but  the  promifes  of  Everlafting  Life,  thy 
intereft  in  Chrift,  the  hope  of  Everlafting  Life  j  and 
now,  if  ever,  thefe  things  will  be  welcome  ta  tbee». 
God  hath  fcattered  and  broken  all  other  confidences ; 
improve  tliis  mum  magnum^  '  this  one  thing  nece& 
fary,'  that  alone  doth  ftand  by  thee,  when  all  things 
elfe  forfake  thee,  and  will  accompany  thee  in  and 
through  death  itfelf ;  and  fix  in  thy  heart  fuch  a  va? 
lue  i^pon  this  that  hath  been  thy  only  comfort,  wheq 
all  others  forfake  thee,  as  not  to  let  go  the  valu^tioix 
of  it,  though  thy  temporal  profperity  fhoul4  iretunv 
vnto  thee. 

meveAthly,,  JVait  God's  leijure  for  (by  d^/iveraKt 
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jmt  of  affiiSlion^  and  life  no  unlawful  means  to  be  dis- 
Uvered  from  it.  Ufe  no  bafe  nor  unworthy  compli- 
ances with  the  world,  either  by  diflimulation,  or  flat- 
tery, or  violence,  or  falfity,  to  extricate  thyfelf ;  for 
that  will  either  entangle  thee  worfe,  or  at  leaft  add 
guilt  to  thy TufFerings.  And  above  all,  avoid  that  ac- 
curfed  temptation  of  ridding  thyfelf  from  thy  trouble^ 
by  putting  an  end  to  thy  own  life ;  for  thereby  thou  doft 
at  orice  two  great  evils ;  an  evil  of  extreme /^//jr  anU 
madnefs^  to  exchange  a  temporal  inconvenience  by 
runiling  the  hazard  of  an  eternal  mifery ;  for  the  very 
&ite  impatience,  and  perturbation,  and  anxiety  of 
"foul,  that  puts  thee  upon  fuch  an  accurfed  refolution, 
goes  with  thee  into  tihe  other  world  with  a  great  im- 
provement of  itj^and  makes  thy  foul,  in  its  feparation, 
ihfiniteiy  more  vexed  and  tormented  than  it  was  before 
in  the  body ;  and  an  evil  of  rebellion  againft  God^  whd 
bath  fent  thee  thefe  affidHons,  and  hath  made  it  thy 
province,  and  thy  tafk,  and  thy  fervice,  that  he  enjoint 
thee  to  bear  with  patience,  and  to  his  honour^  till  he 
deliver  thee.  Thou  art  juft  like  an  hired  fervant^  who 
art  fet  on  work  by  a  moft  righteous  Lord,  and  thf 
labour  fet  out  to  thee,  and  thy  reward  appomted  in 
the  end  of  thy  day,  and  thou  wilt  run  away  before  the 
day  be  ended,  whereby  thou  doft  not  only  lofe  thy 
wages,  but  art  juftly  obnoxious  to  be  purfued  and-eaft 
into  prifon  for  thy  difobedience  and  rebellion.  iSi ' 
coiitented ;  wait  God's  time  with  prayers  and  patience, 
and  thou  mayeft  be  fure  to  find  his  mercy  rri  mode^* 
rating  thy  affliftions,  his  power  to  fupport  thee  um^er' 
them,  his  goodnef§  in  his  time,  which  is  always  4h8 
beft  time  to  deliver  thee  from  them,  and  his  bounty 
ta  reward  thee  for  thy  patience  and  obedient  bearin^f 
of  them.  ■-''  \ 

Twelfthly,  Take  this  for  a  moft  certain  jK^ipediefflf 
td  be  prevented  from  many  affliftions,  and  to  be  dei 
lifered  from  them :  meddle  as  little  with  the  worlj^ 
dffdtbe  hchour^  places^  and  advantages  of  them,  as'tM^ 
^M^y  and  extricate  thyfelf  from  them  as  litubhj  ^aht 
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as  foon  as  thou  canft.  Although  the  Divine  Wifdod 
and  Providence  governs  the  world  in  a  moft  infallible 
and  unerring  method,  yet  in  the  external  adminiffcra- 
tion  of  It,  it  feems  to  be  full  of  confufion  and  uncer- 
tainty :  when  I  have  feen  a  lottery  with  a  goodly  fiicrw 
of  fine  plate,  and  a  great  many  perfoiis  parting  with 
certain  money  for  an  uncertain  lot,  and  though  poffi- 
bly  one  or  two  may  gain  a  fair  prize,  yet  a  hundrerf 
for  one  drawing  nothing  but  blanks ;  and,  when  tliey 
have  opened  their  papers,  vexing  and  tormenting 
themfelves  with  their  lofs  and  difappointment ;  or, 
xvhen  I  have  fcen  at  Ckrjlm^s  time,  a  few  apples 
thrown  among  a  room  full  of  boys,  and  one  fcram- 
bling,  and  another  catching,  fome  getting  nothing  but 
a  fall,  or  bruife,  or  a  broken  fliin,  or  a  broken  limb) 
and  another  getting  it  may  be  two  or  thrfee,  and  th©fe 
that  mifs  falling  upon  him  that  hath  gotten,  fo  the 
company  fall  together  by  the  ears :  or,  when  I  have 
feen  a  match  at  foot-ball,  one  while  one  getting  the 
ball,  and  then  another  kicking  up  his  heels  and  get- 
ting it  from  him,  and  then  another  doing  the  like  by 
him ;  thefe  give  mc  a  kind  of  refemblance  of  the  wcrU^ 
wherein,  though  by  the  help  of  civil  government,  tha« 
are  certain  rules  put  to  the  game,  yet  they  are  not 
always  kept ;  and  when  they  are,  yet  it  is  not  without 
a  mixture  of  irremediable  deceit  and  violence,  though- 
k  be  of  a  finer  fort. 

If  now  my  child  fliould  run  among  this  company^' 
and  in  the  fcuffle  fhould  receive  a  knock,  or  a  fell,  or 
a  bruife,  or  be  tumbled  in  the  dirt,  and  then  fhould 
come  running  to  me,  and  complain  of  his  ufage,  my 
anfwer  would  be  to  him,  what  made  yo^  there  ?  Vfhai 
made  you  in  fuch  boifterous  and  unruly  company  ?  If 
you  mingle  with  fuch  company,  you  muft  be  contented 
to  fhare  in  the  prejudice,  and  to  take  your  lot ;  it  is  the 
"•play ;  if  you  diflike  with  your  fuccefs,  come  no  mora 
among  them.  And,  indeed,  this  is  in  a  great  meaAtfjS 
the  cafe  of  many  of  the  true  children  of  God  j  they 

£ee  fine  gay  things  in  the  world,  as  wealth,  and  hoo^) 

and 
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vA  place,  and  external  advantages  fcattered  ajnoLong  t^e 
children  of  men,  and  gotten  by  fcrambling  for  theoi, 
and  fometimds  are  apt  to  (latter  themfelves  h^to  the 
purfuit  of  them,  with  a  pretence  that  if  th^y  could 
come  by  their  fliare  of  theip,  -they  would  do  more 
good  with  them  than  thofe  do  that  get  them ;  or,  at 
leaft,  they  think  it  as  lawful,  and  as  fit  for  them  to 
kjave  them  as  others ;  and  thereapon  thruft  themfelves 
^pto  the  crowd,  and  fcramble  for  them,  or  are,  at  leaft, 
^zened  into  an  affectation  of  them  \  and  pofiibiy  they 
^r-e  rolled  and  tumbled  into  the  dirt  in  their  under- 
^j^gs ;  and,  it  may  be,  mife  of  them  when  they  have 
aOl  done.  But  fuppofe  they  gain  them,  and  then  they 
^i^f^  fhey  may  keep  them,  and  yet  keep  their  coofci- 
ei^§,  -^md  integrity,  and  religion  too ;  and  many  times 
in.  tjhaf  endeavour  they  lofe  fomewhat  of  their  integ^i* 
Vi  J?^.  ^hen  God  vifits  them  with  fome  lofs  or  re- 
proach j.  or  J  in  cafe  they  ftand  to  their  integrity,  and 
unlVnf^  part  with  it,  but  will  make  a  fcruple  of  thingiift 
^ai;  QtheriS  down  with,  then  commonly  they  are  ex- 
y^ffd  anjd  pillaged,  and  lofe  all  that  they  have  thus 
l^teu;;  and  the  evil  one,  and  evil  men  tell  them ; 
^^Nay^ -firy  if  you  come  into  our  ground,  if  you  will 
*-^c^  the  world,  pray  be  contented  to  hold  it  upon 
*YPur  ter^ns,  and  as  we  do,  or  elfe  leave  it ;  it  is  part 
*:  of  the  g*tne.*  And  then  the  man  complains  of  his 
affii^oti^  aad  his  hard  ufage  in  the  world,  and, that 
1^  fufievs.for  keeping  a  good  confcience ;  and  if  he 
w<;^ld]ihaTe  done  as  the  reft  of  the  world  do,;  it  had 
l^n.  better  with  him.     '  put,  fir,  what  made  you  in 

*  jlji^t  rCprnpany  ?  What  made  you  to  be.;  tampering 
\,Wt^  •great  places  and  preferments?  Do  not  yoa 
t  kapw,  that  if  you  will  be  dealing  and  trafficking  with 
l^lJilSjkind  of  matters,  you  n^uft  take, them  upon 
^i«$h^  cc«iditions.the  world  doth  ufually.  aj5brd  them  I 

*  JC)p  not  you  know  that  by  meddling  with  them,  you 
I4*ft  jrourfelf  in  a  manner  under  the  world's  com- 
1:jnaiid,  and  put  yourfelf  into  tliat  corp^ocation  ?  And 
w^i   .  *  therefore 
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*  therefore  if  you  are  minded  to  hold  thefe  temporal 

*  advantages,  you  muft  obferve  the  orders  of  your 

*  commander,  and  fo  hazard  your  confcience  and  peace 

*  with  God.     And  if  you  will  not  obferve  the  orders 

*  of  yotn*  commander,  you  muft  be  contented  to  be 

*  fubjed  to  the  difcipline,  and  frowns,  and  fcoms,  and 

*  rejeflions  of  the  world  ;  for  you  cannot  ferve  God 

*  and  Mammon.*  Therefore  if  thou  wouldft  prevent 
or  avoid  very  many  afflidtions,  mingle  as  little  as  is 
poffible  with  the  concerns  of  the  world,  efpecially  in 
great  places ;  and  if,  throufj;h  inadvertency  or  impor* 
tunity,  thou  art  drawn  into  the  fcuffle  and-entanrie- 
ments  of  lAe  world,  get  out  as  foon  as  thou  canft  farely, 
and  fairly,  and  honeftly :  for  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one 
but  firft  or  laft  thou  fhalt  otherwife  hazard  thy  con- 
fcience, or  receive  feme  fcratches  and  worldly  preju- 
dices, which  are,  in  truth,  rather  the  iflues  of  thy  folly 
and  inconfidcrate  adventure,  than  true  affliction. 

But  for  meddling  with  places  of  magijiracy^  bofunir^or 
public  employment,  I  would  not  have  it  thought  tfeat 
it  is  my  intention  that  good  men,  lawfully  called,  ahd 
xiuly  qualified,  Ihould  morofely  or  frowardly  wholly 
rejeft  their  due  call  unto  them.  The  world  cannot  be 
kept  in  order  without  magiftracy :  and  good  men,  if 
otherwife  fitted  for  it,  and  duly  called  unto  it,  are  likely 
to  adminifter  it  beft  for  the  public  good  of  mankind; 
and  it  were  an  unreafonable  thing  for  thcto  t6'  expeft 
the  benefits  of  magiftracy  and  government  fVom  others, 
when  under  fuch  circumftances  they  wilfully  decline 
the  communication  of  the  like  advantage  to  others :  and 
therefore  the  wifeft  kingdoms,  ftates  and  poKtidans 
have  impofed  a  neceffity  upon  menof  honefly  and 
abilities  to  take  upon  them  public  employments  :  Arif* 
toU  Qp  Politicortm,  although  he  condemnsr  ambition  »• 
ter  magiftracy,  [that  men  (hould  be  encouraged  or 
pe?hiitted  to  ftand  or  folicit  for  places]  Nemo  enim  puu 
g-^h-aium  petet^  nift  honoris  fit  affe£latori^  atque  pkraqui 
eiritm  qu<e  homines  injufe  faci^^^^K^  per  ambUtimm& 

avaritimi^ 
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0oafitiam  commUtuntftr  ^ :  y^t  telfe  tto,  OperM  Unim 
&  volentem  &  non  voUktsm  &d  magiftrdtum  ajfutnere^  fi 
dignus  Jit  66  magiftratu  ^.  That  therefore  which  I 
-mean  is,  1 .  That  men  that  love  their  own  peace  and 
tranquillity  fhould  not  feek  gfeat  employ ments*  2. 
That  if  they  are  offered,  they  do,  as  far  as  confifts  with 
modefty  and  duty  to  their  fuperiors  aiid  country,  de-^ 
cline  and  avoid  them.  3.  That  if  upon  fnch  an  account 
they  are  perfuaded  to  midertake  them,  yet  they  be  fure 
that  before  they  undertake  them,  they  have  fuilkidit 
abilities  to  perform  them.  4.  If  by  the  command  of 
the  fovereign  power  they  are  required  to  imdergo 
them,  and  are  able  and  fit  for  the  employnk^nt,  they  do 
not  either  frowardly  or  ungratefully  refufe  them :  for, 
1 .  Herein  they  are  but  paffive ;  it  is  an  ad  of  their 
fubmiflion  and  duty^  not  of  their  choice.  2.  Being 
thus  called  to  it,  if  they  meet  with  any  rubs  in  their  way, 
they  have  no  reafon  to  blame  themfdves  fo  long  as  tMy 
obferve  their  duty  in  the  exercife  thereof:  the  pr&KJe 
that  enjoined  them  to  this  province,  is  to  be  their  fiq^ 
port  in  it.  5.  Readily  and  cheerfully  t6  entertain  ^ 
difmiflion  from  it,  when  it  pleafeth  the  prince  to  call 
them  from  it,  or  when  by  reafon  of  difabling  occJut*- 
rences  they  may  fairly  attain  fuch  difmiffion. 

III.  And  thus  I  have  done  with  fome  of  thofe  princl- 
-pal  confiderations  touching  our  deportment  under  Af* 
fli&ions ;  now  concerning  the  frame  and  temper,  of  a 
foul  under  our  deliverance  from  them. 

1.  Accept  of  thy  deliverance  with  all  tbankfuhte/s 
to  God,  and  humility  in  thyfelf.  Attribute  it  wholly  to 
•his  goodnefs  and  mercy ;  think  not  that  thou  art 
delivered  becaufe  of  thy  worth  or  defert ;  for  any  one 
fin  that  ever  thou  committeft  would  detain  thee  ever- 
Jaftingly  under  the  fevered  alBiSion :  think  not  thy 
affliftion  hath  expiated  thy  demerit,  and  that  thou  oweft 

*  For  no  man  solicits  a  post  Or  office  but  who  aspires  to  honaars  ; 
and  most  acts  of  injustice  are  committed  tlirough  motives  of  ambition 
and  avarice.  vy}" 

"  It  18  the  duty  of  evfi:y,  one  to  take  upon  him  places  of  public  em- 
ployment, whether  it  be  agreeable  to  him  or  not,  if  he  be  worthy  of 
them. 

VOL.  r.  2  F  thy 
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thy  deliverance  to  the  fatisfa£tion  that  is  made  by  thy 
fufiering ;  for  moft  certainly  the  greateft  afilidtion 
under  heaven  cannot  fatisfy  for  the  lead  tranfgrefGon ; 
nothing  but  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  can  counter- 
vail the  weight  of  the  leaft  fm  againft  God :  think  not 
that  thy  deUverance  is  due  to  thy  wit,  friends,  or  in- 
tereft ;  for  though  God  be  pleafed  to  ufe  the  interven- 
tion of  means,  yet  he  adminiftred  that  means,  and  blef- 
fed  that  means,  and  made  it  efFeftual,  or  otherwife  it 
would  have  been  but  a  flat  and  unprofitable  means. 
As  God  fends  affliftions  to  evidence  his  power,  and 
wifdom,  and  fovereignty,  fo  he  fends  deliverance  to 
manifeft  his  goodnefs  and  bounty :  and  the  tribute  that 
he  moft  juftly  expefts  for  the  fame,  is  but  eafy  and  rea- 
fonable ;  *  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I 

*  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  (halt  glorify  me  i.* 

2.  Forget  not  the  time  of  thy  trouble,  and  the  fromijes 
and  engagements  that  thou  didft  then  make.  We  ob- 
ferved  in  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe,  the  difficulty 
of  pre-appreheniion  of  adverfity  before  it  comes ;  and 
truly  it  is  almoft  as  hard  to  think  of  adverfity  when  it 
is  paft ;  we  pleafe  ourfelves  with  what  we  enjoy,  and 
never  refleft  upon  what  is  paft,  unlefs  it  be  to  heighten 
and  advance  our  prefent  enjoyments :  and  if  we  do 

.  chance  to  think  upon  the  ferious  refolutions  we  then 
entertained,  we  look  upon  them  as  the  weak  refults  of 
our  infirmity,  ufeful  indeed  for  that  time,  but  now  anti- 
quated and  grown  unfeafonable, 

3.  Not  only  call  to  mind  thy  promifes,  but  call  them 
to  mind  with  a  refolution  to  ohjerve  and  perform  them  in 
fuch  expoftulations  as  thefe :    '  Alas !  the  time  was 

*  when  I  was  under  great  afflidtions,  it  may  be  of  a 
'  painful  and  defperate  ficknefs,  and  then  I  refolved,  if 
^  God  would  reftore  my  health,  I  would  walk  more 

*  ftriftly  with  him ;  I  would  pray  more  frequently  and 

*  more  conftantly,  and  more  fervently  than  formerly ; 

*  I  would  be  more  diligent  to  make  even  my  accounts 

*  with  him,  to  make  fure  my  calling  and  election,  for 

»Psal.  I.  15. 

^  which 
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which  I  found  the  time  of  my  ficknefs  was  veiy  un- 
feafonable ;  I  would  redeem  my  precious  time,  and 
value  thofe  minutes  of  life,  that  God  ihall  lend  me, 
at  a  dearer  rate  than  formerly  ;  I  would  negled  no 
opportunity  of  doing  good  to  others,  or  improving 
my  everlafting  peace.  How  precious  then  was  one 
hour  of  repofe,  and  quietnefs,  and  freedom  from 
pain  ?  and  how  much  (houkl  I  then  have  valued  it  ? 
and  how  induilrioufly  fhould  I  then  have  improved  it 
in  the  great  concerns  of  my  everlafting  foul.  God 
hath  now  heard  my  prayers,  reftored  my  health, 
put  that  precious  opportunity  into  my  hands  of  per- 
forming my  vows  and  promifes,  which  I  then  made 
in  the  fadnefs  of  my  foul,  and  fhall  I  deal  falfely  in 
my  covenant,  difappointing  my  God  that  hath  deli- 
vered me  ?  No,  I  will  up  and  be  doing ;  I  will  per- 
form all  my  vows  to  him  ;  nay,  the  fenfe  of  the  mer- 
cy and  condefcenfion  of  God  to  my  requefts  ihall 
increafe  my  engagements  before  him :  as  he  hath 
added  mercy  to  me,  fo  I  will  add  new  obligations  to 
myfelf  of  better  obedience,  and  farther  duties  than 
the  fenfe  of  my  mifery  could  fuggeft  unto  me,  or 
draw  from  me.* 

4.  Be  very  watchful  over  thy f elf  and  remember  thy 
Saviour's  counfel,  Go  awciy  and  fin  no  more^  left  a  worje 
thing  befall  thee.     And  in  a  (pecial  manner  recolleft 

Nmd  call  to  mind  thofe  fins  that  did  moft  trouble  and 
difquiet  thee  in  the  time  of  thy  adverfity ;  renew  thy 
repentance  for  them,  and  take  a  fpecial  care  to  avoid 
relapfes  into  them ;  remember  the  mifchiefs  they  then 
did  thee,  and  let  them  know  they  fhall  do  thee  no  more : 
be  moft  fevere  and  ftrid  againft  them. 

5.  Make  a  frequent  ufe  of  thy  deliverance  as  afingular 
frefervative  againft  the  power  of  thy  temptations  and  cor- 
ruptions. Deliverance  carries  in  the  very  apprehen- 
fion  of  it  thefe  two  things :  1 .  A  fuppofidon  of  a  for- 
mer mifery  or  vifitation :  2.  A  prefent  enjoyment  of  a 
freedom  from  that  mifery.  Therefore  it  any  corrup- 
tion or  temptation  unto  fin,  folicit  thee^  improve  this 

2  F  2  confideration 
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cooTideratlon  to  this,  or  the  like  eSed :  ^  I  watf  Ibtely 
under  the  rack,  under  the  rod,  under  extreme  \rant, 
imprifonment,  difgrace,  loffes,  ficknefs,  forrows^  fea]^> 
and  an  imminent  expedation  of  the  worft  of  evUs  ^ 
and  though  thefe  were  fore  and  fharp  afflidions,  yet 
the  fenfe  of  my  former  fms,  and  the  importunate  reft- 
leflhefs  of  that  guilt  that  was  contraded  from  them,- 
were  more  bitter  and  tormenting  than  all  the  reft  of 
tny  fufferings ;  it  was  that  which  was  the  fting  and 
venom  of  all  my  afHi£tions ;  and  it  hath  pleafed  Al- 
mighty God  to  accept  of  my  humiliation,  and  to  re- 
move my  affli£tions,  and  to  give  me  beauty  for  aihes^ 
and  fliall  I  be  fo  very  a  fool  as  by  committing  of  a  new 
fin,  tx)  run  the  hazard  of  another  plunge,  another 
fcourge,  which  in  all  probability  muil  be  much  more 
fevere  than  the  former,  becaufe  it  would  be  the  iffue' 
not  only  of  fin,  but  of  prefumption  ?  a  fin  committed 
againft  the  experience  that  I  have  had  of  the  bitter- 
nefe  of  fin ;  and  with  what  face  or  hope  could  I  ex- 
peft  any  poffibility  of  deliverance  from  a  fecond  ire* 
lapfe  into  mifery,  occafioned  by  fo  defperate.  a  pre- 
fumptuous  relapfe  into  fin.  But  fuppofe  it  were  pot 
fible,  that  notwithftanding  my  yielding  to  this  temp- 
tation, I  might  efcape  the  vengeance,  yet  can  I  be  fo 
fitlfe,  fb  ungrateful  to  that  God  that  hath  delivered 
mt  £rom  my  fufferings  and  from  my  fcars^  as  to  re^ 
compence  his  love,  and  mercy  and  goodnefs,  with  a 
prefumptuous  apoftacy  from  him?  Shall  I  dius  re- 
quite his  mercy,  and  goodnefs^  that  heard  me  in  my 
anguifh  and  fadneis  of  foul,  m  my  extremity  and  mi- 
fery, and  fo  heard  me  that  he  hath  delivered  me  out 
of  all  my  troubles  and  miferies  ?*  Certainly,  if  either 
common  prudence  or  common  ingenuity  be  left  in  a 
man,  the  ftjnfe  of  a  former  calamity,  and  the  fenfe  oi 
fo  great  a  mercy,  will  make  a  man  abhor  the  leaft  fub- 
miffion  to  that  temptation  that  may  at  once  hazard  the 
continuance  of  his  prefent  comfort,  and  cannot  be  en- 
tertained without  the  prefumptuous  rejedion  of  hint 
that  thus  mercifully  fent  deliverance. 

^  Let 
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6.  Let  the  remembrance  of  thy  mifery,  and  thy  pre- 
fent  mercy,  make  thee  moji  jeakufly  and  fcffionatefy 
tareful  to  keep  thy  inter efi^  and  (if  it  be  not  too  bold  a 
word)  thy  friendjhip  with  God.  Renrember  he  was 
thy  fupport  in  thy  affli6Kon,  and  he  was  thy  deliverer 
out  of  thy  afHidion ;  let  gratitude  bind  thee  to  it,  95 
he  was  thy  benefactor ;  and  let  prudence  bind  thee  to 
it,  thou  knoweft  not  how  foon  thou  mayft  have  the 
fame  neceflity  again,  and  where  canft  thou  find  fuch 
a  friend  ?  The  truth  is,  when  we  are  in  extremity,  and 
have  no  whither  elfe  to  fly,  O  then  we  run  to  God, 
and  we  pray  unto  him,  and  promife  him  faff:  but 
when  once  our  turn  is  ferved,  and  we  have  gotten  our 
ends,  and  think  ourfelves  out  of  gun-(hot,  we  are  like 
mariners  after  a  florm,  and  God  hears  no  more  of  us:: 
but  this  is,  as  extreme  ingratitude,  fo  extreme  folly. 
Ob  keep  thy  God  thy  friend !  For  moft  certain  it  is, 
thou  wilt  have  occafion  to  ufe  him  again,  and  thou 
knoweft  not  how  foon  :  keep  thine  intereft  in  him,  ajid 
eftrange  not  thyfelf  from  Jhim  in  thy  recovery,  whom 
thou  canft  not  be  without  in  thy  affliflions. 

7.  As  I  would  have  thee  recoUeft  what  were  the 
things  in  thy  life  paft,  that  moft  troubled  thee  in  thy 
afflidion,  that  fo  thou  mayft  avoid  them  ;  fo  think  what 
things  or  praEtices^  or  expence  of  time^  in  thy  life  paft^ 
was  mofi  acceptable  and  comfortable  to  thee  in  thy  affliC" 
tion,  that  fo  thou  mayft  praftice  them  after  thy  reftitu- 
tion.  Confider,  whether  in  thy  affliflion  thou  didft 
remember  thy  paft  recreations,  thy  merriment,  thy 
feaftings,  thy  lufts,  thy  honours,  thy  greatnefs,  with  any 
comfort  or  contentment ;  or  whether  the  remembrance 
of  the  hours  thou  haft  formerly  fpent  in  prayer,  reading 
the  Scriptures,  hearing  fermons,  relieving  the  poor, 
vifiting  the  fick,  relieving  the  oppreffed,  harbouring 
the  perfecuted  members  of  Chrift,  gave  thee  more  con- 
tentment And  I  dare  appeal  to  any  man's  experience 
under  heaven,  that  when  the  former  fort  of  txanfaftions 
of  our  lives  were  either  extremely  bitter,  or  at  beft 

2  y^  3  very 
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very  infipid,  to  his  remembrance,  yet  the  remembrance 
of  thefe  of  the  latter  fort  were  moft  comfortable  tod 
contenting.  Thou  art  now  recovered,  it  is  true  ;  but 
as  fure  as  thou  fhalt  die,  fo  fure  thou  ihalt  pafs  through 
new  affliftions,  though  it  may  not  be  of  the  fame  kind, 
yet  of  fome  kind.  Let  it  be  thy  care,  after  God  hath 
thus  delivered  thee  from  thy  former  aifliftion,  to  lay 
up  a  (lock  of  good  works  againft  another  evil  day ; 
fuch  cordials  will  lie  warm  at  thy  heart,  even  when  the 
cold  pangs  of  death  itfelf  fhall  be  ready  to  invade  and 
feize  upon  it,  and  the  comfort  of  them  fhall  pafs  into 
the  other  world  with  thee. 

8.  Though  the  portion  of  thy  life,  before  thy  afflic- 
tion, and  under  it,  were  very  well  fpent ;  yet  remember 
that  the  mercy  of  God,  in  thy  deliverance,  doth  call 
upon  thee  for  a  farther  degree  of  goodnejs  andperfeSiion 
than  thou  hadft  before :  it  calls  for  more  humility,  and 
more  thankfulnefs,  and  more  heavenly-mindednefs, 
and  more  charity,  and  more  devotion,  and  more  felf- 
denial,  and  more  fandity,  and  more  jealoufy  for  the 
honour  of  God.  For,  1.  On  God's  part,  thou  hadit 
more  engagements  and  obligations  put  upon  thee  than 
before.  Every  increafe  of  mercy  calls  for  an  increafe 
of  duty.  2.  On  thy  own  part,  thy  experience  are 
greater,  thou  haft  paft  through  the  fchool  of  affliOiions, 
and  that  is  a  feafon  wherein  God  opens  the  ear  to  dif- 
cipline ;  the  rod  hath  a  voice,  and  a  leffon  to  teach ; 
and  thou  haft  paft  through  the  experience  of  God's 
goodnefe,  tendemefs,  and  faithfulnefs  in  thy  delive- 
rance, and  that  tutors  thee  to  more  dependence  up- 
on him,  thankfulnefs  to  him,  and  love  of  him,  and 
thefe  affeftions  carry  out  the  heart  to  duty  and  obe- 
dience. 

9.  Beware  that  after  deliverance  from  afRidtions, 
thou  be  net  fecure.  1  hink  not  with  Agag^  furely  the 
bittemels  of  death  is  paft  ;  that  now  thou  hail  efcaped 
this  brunt,  all  is  fafe,  and  the  danger  paft ;  ftill  be 
watchful,  and  ftand  upon  thy  guard.     1.  Thou  haft 

fins 
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fins  and  corruptions  within  thee,  that  if  thou  art  not 
•  watchful,  may  furprize  thee,  and  raife  new  ftornis. 
2.  Thou  haft  watchful  and  vigilant  enemies  without 
thee,  evil  men,  and  evil  angels  that  envy  thee  the  more, 
becaufe  thou  haft  efcaped.  S.  As  long  as  thou  liveft 
in  the  world,  thy  condition  is  uncertain  and  unftable  in 
externals  ;  and,  though  one  wave  be  paft,  another  may 
follow  ;  and,  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  to  make  thee 
watchful,  yet  be  fure  the  hour  of  ficknefs,  and  the  hour 
of  death  will  overtake  thee,  and  that  is  an  hour  of  afflic- 
tion which  thou  muft  always  prepare  for,  left  it  ta^e 
thee  unawares. 


2  F  4  OF 
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OF 


SUBMISSION,    PRAYER, 


AND 


THANKSGIVING. 


He  that  freely  fubmits  not  to  the  Divine  difpofition 
and  providence,  gains  nothing  by  his  contumacy  ;  for 
fubmit  he  muft,  whether  he  will  or  no. 

But  he  gains  this  lofs  and  difadvantage  thereby,  that 
thofe  providences  that  are  not  according  to  his  defire^ 
gall  him  more  by  the  unquietnefs  and  impatience  of  his 
mind  under  them. 

He  that  with  an  entire  freenefs  of  {o\A  fubmits  to  the 
Divine  Providences ,  gains  thereby  thefe  advantages: 
namely,  1.  That  certainly  fuch  a  refolved  willing  fub- 
miflion,  never  makes  the  providences  the  more  harfli, 
or  fevere.  2.  That  commonly  they  are  even  in  them-, 
felves  more  gentle  and  eafy,  becaufe  the  man  needs 
not  a  feverity  to  bring  him  to  a  right  temper  of  mind ; 
namely,  due  fubjeclion  to  the  Divine  Will.  3.  But 
be  the  providences  never  fo  harfh  and  hard,  they  fit 
more  eafy  upon  a  quiet,  patient,  refigning  foul. 

A  man  never  lofeth  by  prayer ;  for,  if  the  thing  be 
granted^  it  makes  the  bleffing  both  the  fweeter  and  the 
fafer,  being  the  humble  vidoryand  acqueft  of  his  prayer: 
and  it  makes  the  man  the  better,  the  more  thankful ; 
for  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  gift,  and  not  a  chance ;  the 
more  dependent  upon  God,  and  the  readier  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  to  call  upon  him,  who  honoured  the  prayer  of  his 
fervant  with  a  conceffion. 

And 
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And  if  it  be  denied^  yet  he  lofeth  not ;  for,  it  may  be, 
the  thing  he  afketh,  might  have  done  him  harm,  and 
been  his  prejudice.  Again,  though  he  be  not  gratified  in 
the  thing  he  defired,  a  thoufand  to  one  but  he  is  grati- 
fied with  what  was  fitter  or  better.  But  if  not,  yet  the 
man  receives  infallibly  this  benefit  by  being  denied,  that 
he  is  made  the  better,  the  more  humble,  and  patient, 
^d  to  be  content  that  Almighty  God  fliould  be  mafter 
of  his  own  bounty,  and  not  to  be  commanded  by  our 
prayers.  Or,  at  lead,  it  difcovers  unto  him  the  diftem- 
per  of  his  heart ;  if  he  be  not  contented  to  be  denied, 
his  heart  was  proud,  and  his  prayer  hypocritical :  he 
feemed  to  pray,  but  indeed  meant  to  command,  not  to 
pray  for  what  he  defired,  which  makes  him  thus  im- 
patient of  a  denial.  « , 

Senje  of  mijery ^  want  or  danger^  when  we  find  no, 
other  means  of  remedy  or  prevention,  doth  carry  us  to 
prayer^  and  invocation  upon  God.  The  failors  did 
this  in  the  ftorm.  But  commonly,  though  deliverance 
follows  even  upon  our  very  prayers,  we  rarely ^  with 
that  ferioufnefs  and  intention  of  mind,  return  unto  God 
ike  fraife  and  acknowledgment  of  his  goodnefs.  Of 
the  Ten  Lepers  that  were  cleanfed,  we  read  only  of  One 
that  returned  thanks  for  the  benefit ;  and  commonly 
we  either  forget  the  benefit,  and  our  benefador,  when 
our  turn  is  ferved,  and  are  content  to  attribute  our 
deliverance  to  chance,  to  means,  or  to  any  thing,  ra- 
ther than  to  the  goodnefs  of  God.  And  the  reafons 
may  be  thefe :  1 .  The  pride  and  naughtinefs  of  our 
hearts,  that  are  unvrilling  to  own  our  dependance  upon 
God,  when  we  think  we  fland  not  in  need  of  him. 
%  Neceflity  and  fear,  and  the  incumbent  fenfe  of  evil, 
are  more  preffing  and  urgent ;  and,  by  a  kind  of  force, 
oftentimes  drive  us  to  pray,  when  we  cannot  probably 
find  help  elfewhere  ;  tuit  when  the  necefEty,  and  fear, 
and  incumbence  of  evil  is  removed,  it  is  only  a  true 
judgment,  and  the  grateful  temper  of  our  hearts,  that 
do  engage  us  to  xs^^tr  thanks  for  the  mercy  received, 

which 
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which  is  ordinarily  more  flat,  and  lefs  aftive  than  evils 
felt  or  feared.  Natural  neceflity  prompts  a  man  to 
prayer  oftentimes  ;  but  it  is  fmcerity,  and  a  right  tem- 
per of  the  foul  that  prompts  a  man  to  gratitude  and 
thankfulnefs. 

He  that  in  his  neceflity  prays  for  help,  and  obtains 
it,  if  his  prayers  were  the  fruit  barely  of  his  exigence, 
is  feldom  thankful ;  and  if  he  be  not  thankful,  it  is  an 
evidence,  that  his  prayers  did  not  move  from  a  heart 
fincere,  and  truly  principled  ;  with  a  dependance  upon. 
God,  and  a  habit  of  dutifulnefs  to  him.  But  if  he  be 
thankful  for  the  mercy  received,  it  is  an  evidence,  that 
not  only  his  gratitude,  but  his  prayers  fprang  from  the 
fame  principle,  namely,  a  good  and  fmcere  heart,  prin- 
cipled with  the  fame  habit  of  grace,  piety,  dependance 
upon  God,  and  obedience  to  him. 

There  is  an  admirable  economy  of  the  Divine  Good' 
fiefs  and  Wifdom^  to  bring  his  creature  Man  both  to  bis 
Duty  and  bappinefs.  Many  times  he  invites  us  to  come 
to  him  by  perfuafions,  and  monitions,  diidfecret  motions ; 
and  when  we  negleft  that  voice,  he  oftentimes  fends 
upon  us  troubles,  and  aflBiftions,  and  dangers  ;  and  this 
he  doth  by  a  kind  of  moral  force,  to  make  us  fly  to 
him  by  prayer  for  help,  and  relief,  and  deliverance. 

And  it  feldom  mifleth  its  effeft,  if  there  be  but  any 
wifdom,  or  the  common  infliinft  implanted  generally 
in  the  human  nature.  When  we  know  not  which  way 
to  turn,  we  then  fly  to  God,  becaufe  all  other  ways 
are  moft  commonly  obft:ruQ:ed  and  hedged  up,  and 
this  paflTage  only  left  open  to  an  efcape^.  In  their 
affliction  they  wHlfeek  me  early  ^.  Almighty  God  deals 
by  us,  as  a  wife  artift:,  that  hath  a  purpofe  to  turn  a 
ftream  towards  fome  defigned  place,  fl:ops  all  other' 
egrefles  but  that  which  fits  his  defign  ;  or  as  a  father, 
that  is  minded  to  bring  an  extravagant  fon  to  his  duty 
and  dependance,  obfl:rufts  all  fupplies  but  fuch  as  may 
be  had  from  himfelf.     So  oftentimes  God  Almighty 

*  2  Chron.  xx.  12.  *  Hosea  v.  15. 

doth 
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<loth  fo  methodife  his  affliftions,  that  all  ways  oiF  relief 
are  obftrufted,  but  fuch  as  may  lead  a  man  to  him.  It 
IS  true,  many  times  in  fuch  cafes  we  will  be  (hifting  and 
trying  every  avenue  to  get  out  at :  but  when  we  find 
every  paffage  hedged  up  with  thorns,  but  that  only 
which  leads  to  him,  our  ftomachs  come  down,  and  we 
are  glad  to  feek  relief  in  that  way  where  we  find  only 
it  can  be  had.  Like  Jonas* s  manners  in  the  ftorm,  we 
try  all  experiments  and  artifices  to  fave  ourfelves,  throw 
out  our  anchors,  take  down  the  fails,  ply  the  pump, 
throw  over  the  goods  to  lighten  the  veflel,  and  when 
all  will  not  do,  then  wo  begin  to  call  upon  God,  Lord 
fave  us^  we  per'ijh. 

But  yet  the  method  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs  refteth 
not  here,  but  brings  us  a  ftep  forward  :  lie  is  ofteli 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  the  deliverance  we  pray  for, 
to  let  us  fee  that  we  call  not  upon  his  name  in  vain,  and 
to  encourage  us  to  depend  upon  him,  to  draw  near  unto 
him,  to  make  him  our  confidence  as  well  as  our  fear : 
And  though fometimes he  defers  our  deliverance,  yet  he 
doth  it,  partly  to  give  unto  ourfeives  an  experiment  of 
our  own  fincerity  and  patience ;  partly  to  difcipline  and 
tutor  us  to  conftancy  and  patient  waiting  upon  him ; 
partly  to  carry  us  on  to  more  importunity  and  conti- 
nuance in  prayer ;  and  by  this  means  our  fouls  are 
nmade  the  better,  by  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  him 
that  is  the  Fountain  of  Light  and  Goodnefs  ;  for  the 
^repetition  of  prayers  reftifies  the  foul,  brings  it  nearer 
to  God,  lays  more  hold  upon  his  ftrength  and  good- 
nefs, as  the  finking  man  draws  himfelf  nearer  to  the 
fhore  by  the  repeated  laying  hold  upon  that  cord  that 
is  from  thence  thrown  out  to  fave  him. 

Neither  doth  he  reft  here ;  for  the  deliverance  he 
fends,  is  not  barely  lent  to  deliver  us  from  the  afflic- 
tion or  danger,  nor  barely  to  gratify  our  prayers,  but  to 
bring  us  yet  nearer  to  God,  and  to  makeus  aftive  inftru- 
•ments  to  give  glory  to  that  Gcd  that  hath  thus  delivered 
us ;  whereby  at  once  we  are  drawn  nearer  to  the  foun- 
tain 
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tain  of  our  happinefs,  and  Almighty  God  receives  an^ 
attains  the  great  end  of  his  goodnefs,  in  the  aflive 
glory  and  gratitude  that  he  receives  from  his  creature. 
And  this  is  attained, 

1  •  By  a  kind  of  natural  infUnfi:,  ingenuity,  and  im- 
planted tendency,  as  I  may  call  it,  of  a  good  nature  i 
whereby  unlefs  a  man  be  a  fool,  or  hath  put  oflF  the 
common  rudiments  of  humanity,  he  is  carried  out  to 
thankfulnefs,  gratitude,  and  an  endeavour  of  comr 
placency  to  him  that  is  his  benefador  ;  which,  as  it  is 
the  moft  rational  confequence  imaginable,  fo  it  is  a 
principle  fo  rivetted  in  the  very  conftitution  of  hunld-^ 
nity  itfelf,  that  even  without  any  antecedent  ratiocina^ 
tion,  or  rational  difcourfe,  it  doth  prefently,  and  at 
firft  view,  and  antecedently  antevert  any  rational  dif- 
courfe of  the  mind.  We  are  grateful,  and  ftudy  to 
be  complacent  to  him  that  doth  us  good,  without  any 
ufing  of  topics  or  arguments,  by  a  kind  of  natural  in- 
ftinft  or  fympathy. 

2,  By  a  kind  of  ftipulation,  or  bargain  made  by 
Almighty  God  with  his  poor  creature,  to  have  this 
tribute  of  gratitude  and  benevolent  affedion  from  his 
creature,  as  the  tribute  and  return  of  his  goodnefs  and 
beneficence.  '  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble^ 
*  and  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  fhalt  glorify  me  i.* 
And  this  retribution,  as  it  is  moft  admirably  conge- 
nious  ^  and  connatural  to  the  right  conftitution  of  the 
human  nature  ;  fo  it  is  the  molt  reafonable,  and  the 
moft  noble,  and  the  moft  eafy,  and  the  moft  bene- 
ficial retribution  in  the  world  to  him  that  makes  it. 
For  firft,  whereas  the  creature  in  his  prayer  feeks,  and 
in  the  returns  thereof  receives  fomething  from  God  ; 
in  his  gratitude  and  glorification  of  God,  he  performs 
that  which  his  Maker  gracioufly  accepts,  as  a  return 
made  to  him  from  his  creature.  Secondly,  by  this 
means  he  attains  the  two  great  ends  of  his  being ; 
jiamely^  the  glorifying  of  God ^  and  the  improvement  rfbu 

U'sal.  1.  15.  *  coBgeiiial. 
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<mn  felicity ;  for  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  brings  the 
foul  to  a  nearer  approach  to  God,  if  it  be  poffible,  than 
his  very  prayers  do  ;  becaufe  it  is  the  greateft  motion 
of  love  and  beneficence  in  the  foul  unto  God  that  can 
be  ;  and  the  nearer  the  foul  is  moved  unto  God,  the 
nearer  it  is  joined  to  its  life,  its  perfe£kion,  its  happi- ' 
nefs ;  the  more  it  participates  of  the  love,  the  goodnefs, 
the  influence,  the  communication  of  the  Divine  Good- 
neJs. 
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PSAL.  CXVI.  12. 

WHAT  SHALL  I  RENDER  UNTO  THE   LORD  FOR  ALJ^ 

HIS  BENEFITS  TOWARDS  ME. 

JL  HERE  are  two  great  duties  that  we  owe  unto  God^ 
which  are  never  out  of  feafon,  but  fuch  as  we  have 
continual  occafion  and  neceflity  to  ufe  whilft  we  live  ; 
namely.  Prayer  and  Thankfgiving. 

Prayer  is  always  feafonable  in  this  life,  becaufe  we 
ever  ftand  in  need  of  it ;  we  always  want  fomething, 
and  have  always  occafion  to  fear  fomething  ;  although 
we  could  be  fuppofed  in  fuch  a  flate  of  happinefs  in 
this  world,  that  we  could  not  fay  we  wanted  any  things 
yet  we  have  caufe  to  pray  for  the  continuance  of  the 
iiappinefs  we  enjoy,  which  is  not  fo  fixed  and  ftable, 
but  that  it  may  leave  us :     *  I  faid  in  my  profperity, 

*  I  Ihall  never  be  moved :  thou  hideft  thy  face   and 

*  was  troubled.'  We  are  never  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  Divine  Providence,  either  to  relieve  or  affli£t  us ; 
and  therefore  we  are  under  a  continual  neceflity  of 
prayer,  either  to  relieve  and  fupply  us,  at  lead  to  pre- 
ferve  and  uphold  us. 

Thank/giving  is  likewife  always  feafonable,  becaufe 
we  are  never  without  fomething  that  we  receive  from 
the  Divine  Goodnefs,  that  deferves  and  requires  our 
thankfulnefs.    It  may  be  we  want  Wealth  j  yet,  have 

we 
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•we  not  health  ?  If  we  want  both ;  yet,  have  we  not 
Life  ?  If  we  want  Temporal  Bleffings,  yet,  have  We 
not  Eternal  Everlafting  Bleffings?  If  we  have  any 
thing  that  is  comfortable  to,  or  convenient  for  us,  we 
have  it  from  the  Goodnels  and  Bounty  of  God.  And 
though  we  have  not  all  we  would,  yet  we  have  what 
-we  deferve  not,  and  what  we  prize  and  value ;  and 
therefore  while  we  have  any  thing,  we  have  occalion  of 
Thankfgiving  to  our  great  Benefaftor. 

But  yet  it  feems,  though  both  thofe  duties  be  highly 
due  and  neceflary,  yet,  Thankfgiving  hath  a  kind  of 
preference  iijen  above  Prayer  itfelf,  in  thefe  confidera- 
tions  efpecially, 

1.  The  duty  of  Thankfgiving  feems  to  be  a  more 
permanent  duty,  even  than  prayer  itfelf,  and  of  a  greater 
extent  and  durablenefs.  The  bleffed  Angels,  and  the 
Saints  that  are,  or  {hall  be  fettled  and  fixed  in  a  ftkte 
of  full  and  unchangeable  happinefs,  that  enjoy  whati. 
foever  they  can  defire,  and  therefore  have  no  reafon  to 
pray  for  more,  becaufe  they  cannot  enjoy  moi'e  thaii 
they  do ;  yet  have  an  everlafting  occafion  of  Thankf- 
giving for  that  happinefs  they  everlaftingly  enjoy :  and 
as  this  is  their  everlafting  occafion,  fo  it  is,  and  Ihall  bej 
their  everlafting  bufinefs  unto  all  eternity,  to  praife  and 
glorify  God.  And  as  the  beams  of  the  Divine  Good* 
nefe  mall  everlaftingly  ftiine  upon  them,  fo  there  will 
be  an  everlafting  reflection,  as  it  wtre,  of  the  fame 
goodnefs  in  the  neceflary  and  inceflfant  returns  of 
Praife  and  Thankfgiving  to  them. 

2.  The  duty  of  Thankfgiving  feems  to  be  a  duty  of 
more  noble  nature  than  even  prayer  itfelf,  becaufe  it 
onfwers  more  appofitely  and  clofely  the  nobleft  end  in 
the  world  ;  namely,  the  Glory  of  God,  which  certainly 
is  a  more  ultimate  and  noble  end  than  even  the  very 
good  of  the  creature.  It  is  true.  Almighty  God  re- 
ceives no  acceflSion  to  his  happinefs  and  perfeftion  by 
sdl  the  honour  and  praife,  and  Thankfgiving  that  all 
the  creatures  in  the  world  can  pay  him,  yet  the  glory  of 
his  Majefty  is  the  chief  ultimate  end  why  he  made  all 

things. 
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things.    *  Thou  art  worthy  to  receive  glory,  and  hd« 

*  nour,  and  power ;   for  thou  haft  ^created  all  things^ 

*  and  for  thy  pledfure  they  are  and  were  created*.* 
It  is  true,  the  proximate  immediate  reafon  of  the  crea-' 
tion  of  all  things  was,  that  the  redundant  goodnefe  of 
Almighty  God  might  be  communicated  unto  beings 
derived  from  him  by  creation.  But  the  ultimate  and 
more  univerfal  end  was,  that  by  this  communication  of 
the  Divine  Goodnefs  unto  fomething  without  himfelf, 
the  glory,  and  honour,  and  praife  thereof  might  return 
unto  himfelf,  who  only  can  be  the  adequate  end  of 
himfelf,  of  all  he  doth.  Thankfgiving  therefore  and 
praife  anfwers  the  greateft  and  moft  noble  end  in  the 
world  :  If  I  want  and  pray  for  what  I  want,  my  inune^ 
diate  end  therein  is  my  own  good,  and  yet  that  end  is 
too  narrow,  if  I  propound  not  to  myfelf  to  praife  and 
glorify  the  bounty  of  that  God  which  anfwers  my 
prayer. 

d.  Again,  whereas  all  the  irrational  and  inanimate 
creatures  in  the  world  do  paflively  praife  Almighty 
God,  in  that  they  bear  every  one  of  them  the  infcrip- 
tion  of  his  Wifdom,  Goodnefs,  Power ;  the  reafonable 
and  intelledual  natures  of  Men  and  Angels  have  thai 
noble  advance^  that  they  can  and  may  aSlively  andinten* 
tionally  glorify  and  praife  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  it 
18  indeed  the  nobleft  harmony  that  they  can  make, 
when  they  fummon  all  their  underftanding,  will,  affec- 
tions, all  that  is  within  them,  to  praife  that  Grod  to 
whom  they  owe  their  being  and  benefits.  And  the 
Wife  and  Glorious  God  doth  therefore  communicate 
the  fenfible,  experimental,  eminent  influences  of  his 
mercy,  goodnefe  and  bounty  unto  the  reafonable  and 
intelleftual  natures  ef  Men  and  Angels,  that  they 
might  touch  and  ftrike  upon  thofe  noble  ftring»  of  the 
heart,  and  mind,  and  afteftions,  that  they  may  there- 
upon return  the  harmony  of  Thankfgiving  and  Praife 
to  the  great  Lord  of  the  World.  And  furely  the  na* 
nature  of  man,  in  its  true  ftate  and  temper,  is  as  natu* 
rally  and  effeftually  moved  to  the  returning  of  Thankl^ 

»R€v.iv.  11. 
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giving  to  God  for  mercies  received,  as  a  well-tuned 
lute  or  other  inftrument  doth  give  an  harmonious  found 
Upon  the  touches  of  a  fldlful  artift.  And  moft  cer- 
tainly that  nature  is  ftrangely  out  of  tune  and  order, 
that  upon  mercies  received  makes  not  a  fweet  return 
of  Thankfgiving  and  Praife.  This,  therefore,  as  it  is 
the  nobleft,  fo  it  is  the  moft  natural  produSion  of  the 
reafonable  nature,  the  fulleft  of  congruity  to  the  right 
difpofition  of  its  faculties. 

Almighty  God.  fends  upon  the  children  of  men 
benefits,  bleflings,  deliverance,  favours :  and  the  fruit 
that  he  doth  (and  that  moft  juftly)  expeft,  is  a  crop  of 
praife,  glory,  honour  and  thankfgiving ;  Call  upoti 
me  in  the  day  of  trouble ^  and  I  will  deliver  thee^  and  thou 
Jhalt  glorify  me.  And  it  is  a  barren,  degenerate,  ftupid 
heart,  that  yields  not  fuch  fruit  of  fuch  a  femination. 
So  that  Praife  and  Thankfgiving  is  connatural  to  our 
very  faculties,  the  tribute  that  the  rational  nature  natu- 
rally pays  to  the  Divine  Being,  as  his  benefador ;  the 
very  fruit  that  the  Great  Lord  of  the  Harveft  expecJls 
for  all  his  goodnefs  and  mercy. 

4.  The  truth  is,  Thankfgiving  is  the  very  end  of 

prayer :  and  as  the  end  is  more  noble  than  the  means 

-conducible  to  the  end,  fo  therefore  is  the  duty,  the 

bufinefs  of  Thankfgiving  in  itfelf,  though  equally  ne- 

ceffary,  yet  more  noble  than  Prayer  itfelf. 

I  want  fomething  that  I  would  defireAlmighty  God  to 
give  me,  and  I  therefore  pray ;  my  merciful  Lord  grants 
me  niy  defire,  and  gives  me  what  I  pray  for ;  and 
therefore  gives  it,  and  gives  it  upon  my  prayer  to  him, 
that  therefore  his  mercy  and  goodnefs  may  be  more 
evident  unto  me,  and  that  thereupon  I  may  praife, 
and  glorify,  and  give  thanks  unto  him. 

And  if  with  the  nine  Lepers  in  the  Gofpel,  I  receive 
the  benefit  I  alk,  and  do  not  with  the  tenth  give 
glory  to  God  for  the  benefit  I  receive,  I  difappoint  both 
the  giver  for  what  he  defigned  in  the  gift,  and  difap- 
point my  very  prayers  in  that  which  is  their  juft  and 
proper  end. 
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•  -  •  • 

And  hence  it  is,  that  bur  bleffed  Lord  in  that  abfo- 

lute  fortn  of  Pray er  which  he  hath  taught  us,  promifeth 
the  firft  and  greateft  petition  of  the  hallowing  or  glo- 
tifyihg  of  the  name  of  God ;  and  the  firft,  the  great,  the 
y^ghant^  petition,  that  is  to  influence  all  the  reft  that 
follow,  efpecially  thdfe  that  are  for  the  fupplies  of  our 
divn  wants. 

5.  Whereas  in  pi^y^r  We  aflc  that  we  may  receive 
from  God,  Almighty  God  hstth  been  pleafed  to  ho- 
nour and  dighify  our  duty  of  Thahkfgiving  with  fo 
much  condefcidhfion  of  his  Majefty ,  that  he  receives,  or 
at  ieaji  interprets  it  as  a  receipt  from  bis  poor  creature. 
It  is  true,  bur  praifes  add  nothing  to  his  perfe6Hon  and 
feif-fufBciency ;  nay,  biir  Very  Thankfgiving  and'Praife 
is  biit  la  gift  that  hie  giv^s  to  himfelf ;  he  gives  us  a 
being  that  may  be  capable  to  praife  him,  gives  us 
hearts  ind  aflfeftions  that  hiay  be  willing  to  praife  him, 
"gives  lis  grace  that  may  enable  us  to  praife  him,  gives 
Us  benefits  that  may  excite  us  to  praife  him,  gives  us 
'direftibiis  how  to  praife  him,  gives  us  laws,  commands^ 
.promifes,  encouragements  to  praife  him :  So  that  in 
truth  our  very  Thankfgiving  and  Praifes  to  him  are 
but  his  own  work ;  and  yet  fuch  is  his  goodnefs,  that 
he  takes,  and  accepts,  and  rewards  our  Praifes  and 
Thailkfgivings,  as  if  they  were  our  own  aftions.  And 
whereas  in  prayer  we  receive  from  him,  in  Thankf- 
'giving  he  is  pleafed  fo  far  to  honour  this  duty,  as  if  he 
received  foniewhat  from  us,  and  accordingly  accepts 
'aaid  Rewards  it. 

*  reigning. 
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MATTH.  VI.  9. 

AFTER  THIS  MANNER  THEREFORE  PRAY  YE  I   OXJVL 

FATHER,  &C. 

By  the  fin  of  Adam^  and  the  corruption  and  obli- 
quity that  thereupon  entered  into  human  nature,  man- 
kind had  contrafted  a  threefold  mif chief.  1 .  Guilty  that 
needed  an  expiation.  2.  Blindnejs^  that  needed  an 
illumination,  3.  Perverjenefs  and  rebellion^  that  needed 
power  and  viftory  to  fubdue  it.  In  the  fullnefs  of 
time  God.  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  with  healing  for 
all  thefe  difeafes. 

1 .  He  fent  his  Son  to  be  our  facrifice  and  our  friefi. 
And  not  only  fo  in  his  own  perfon,  but  by  derivation 
unto  thofe  that  believe  on  him,  he  hath  imprinted  upon 
them,  and  communicated  unto  them  a  participation  of 
his  own  office,  and  hath  made  them  kings  and  priefts. 

1.  By  making  an  atonement  for  them  with  hisFather, 
whereby  they  are  accepted  :     *  I  fay  not  unto  you,  I 

*  will  pray  the  Father  for  you ;  for  the  Father  himfelf 

*  loveth  you ' ;'  not  to  exclude  the  continuance  and 
efficacy  of  his  interceffion,  but  to  intimate  the  fiilnefs 
of  our  reconciliation,  that  having  made  us  of  his  houfe- 
hold  2,  we  may  have  accefs  to  the  Mafter  and  Father 

*  John  xvi.  26,  27.  •  Ephes.  ii.  19, 
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of  the  family.     '  For  through  him  we  have  accefs 

*  unto  the  Father  ^'  2.  By  fending  his  own  Spirit  to 
inftruft,  and  warm,  and  fit  our  fpirits  to  come  into  the 
prefence ;  ^  For  through  him  we  have  accefs  by  one 
'  fpirit  2/  teaching  what  to  alk,  and  enabling  us  to  afk 
as  we  fhould.     '  For  we  know  not  what  we   Ihould 

*  pray  for  as  we  ought  ^.^ 

2.  As  he  made  him  a  facrifice  for  our  guilt,  fo  he 
fent  him  *  to  be  a  light  for  our  darknefs  -^Z  The  world 
was  all  in  darknefs  and  error  ;  the  moft  exaft  fublimate 
wits  infcribed  their  altar,  to  the  unknown  Gad.  They 
were  ignorant  of  things  to  be  known,  and  of  things  to 
be  done.  The  Son  of  God  that  came  out  of  the  bo- 
fom  of  his  Father,  and  knew  all  his  mind,  received  a 
commiffion  from  him  to  inftruft  mankind  in  the  way 
to  life :     '  I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which 

*  thou  gaveft  me  ^ :'   '  He  whom  God  hath  fent  fpeaketh 

*  the  words  of  God  ^^ :'     '  No  man  knoweth  the  will  of 

*  the  Father,  fave  the  Son,  and  him  to  whom  the  Son 

*  revealeth  it  7/ 

S.  As  he  came  with  light  to  inftrud  us,  fo  he  came 
with  power  to  conquer  in  us.     '  Thy  people  fhall  be  wil- 

*  ling  in  the  day  of  thy  power,'  and  to  conquer  for  us 
Death  and  Hell. 

The  bufmefs  that  we  are  to  confider,  refpefteth  prin- 
cipally the  firft  and  fecond  part  of  his  meditation  ;  viz. 
In  bringing  the  Will  and  Mind  of  God  to  us,  to  teach 
us  what  to  alk,  which  concerns  his  Prophetical  Office : 
And  again,  having  formed  defires  in  us  according  to 
that  Will  of  God,  to  prefent  them  unto  his  Father, 
which  concerns  his  Prieftly  Office. 

*  After  this   manner  pray.     One  of  his   difciples 

*  faid  unto  him,  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray.    And  hefaid, 

*  When  ye  pray,  fay  s,'  &c.    In  general  we  may  learn, 

I .  That  Chrift  doth  not  exclude  other  prayers  j  the 
injunfkion  of  this  excludes  not  all  other  prayers.  Our 
Saviour    himfelf,     and   thofe   that  were  acquainted 

*  Ephes.  ii.  18.        *  Ephes.  ii.  IS.        ^  Rom.  viii.  26.      *  John  i.  5. 

*  John  xvii.  18.     ^  John  iii.  34.       '  Matth.  xi.  27.    **  Luke  xi.  1,  «• 
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with  his  mind  and  praftice,  ufed  variety  of  prayers, 
according  to  the  feveral  occafions,  diflfering  from  this 
form,  and  therefore  the  Apoftle  commands,  '  Praying 
'  always  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication  1/  Prayers 
formed  for  every  occafion.  And  that  fpirit  that 
maketh  interceffion  for  us  with  groans  that  cannot  be 
uttered,  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  form,  not  to 
vary  from  it. 

2.  Though  thou  art  not  reftrained  to  this  form  only, 
yet  in  all  thy  prayers  pray  after  this  manner.  There  is 
ibmewhat  in  this  prayer  that  mufl  be  ingredient  to  all 
thy  prayers. 

1 .  Be  fure  thou  haft  a  commiflion,  a  promife  for  what 
thou  prayeft  ;  defire  thoje  thvgs  that  are  warra^Hahle 
by  the  Will  of  God  revealed  in  his  Word.  Chrift 
was  acquainted  with  the  mind  of  God,  and  gives  us  a 
pattern  to  afk  thofe  things  which  are  warrantable: 
-Afk  for  thy  good,  but  afk  not  for  thy  luft  2. 

2.  Though  the  things  thou  afkeft  be  warrantable 
and  agreeable  to  the  revealed  Will  of  God,  yet  in  the 
particularity  of  thy  defires  refer  thyfelf,  and  fubmit  unto 
the  will  of  God  ;  becaufe  thou  art  not  wife  enough  to 
know  what  is  fit  for  thee  in  particular,  efpecially  in  the 
meafure,  time,  and  manner,  of  the  thing  thou  afkeft. 
The  Son  of  God  hath  taught  us  to  pray  for  the  fulfil- 
ling of  the  Will  of  God  before  the  fupply  of  our  wants  : 
and  in  his  own  prayer  in  the  garden,  '  Neverthelefs  not 
*  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt  '^.'  Whatfoever  thou  defireft, 
yet  confine  not  God.  Thou  fliall  be  fure  thy  prayer 
fliall  not  lofe  its  fruit,  though  the  thing  defired  feem 
not  to  be  granted.  The  cup  did  not  pafs  from  our 
Saviour,  though  he  afked  it,  yet  *  he  wa^  heard  in  that 
'  he  feared^.* 

3.  j\s  much  as  thou  canft,  let  thy  prayer  be  a  rea- 
Jonablejeri  ice^  a  work  of  thy  fpirit  and  underftanding, 

not  only  of  thy  lips  and  tongue  '^ ;  for  thou  haft  to  do 
with  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefli,  that  will  be 

'  Ephes.  vi.  18.  ^  James  iv.  2.  ^  Matth.  xxvi. 

*  Matth.  xxvi.  SQ.     Hob.  v.  7.  '  1  C^'or.  xiv.  15. 
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worftiipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  Pray  with  thy  lips, 
that  thou  mayeft  by  that  means  fix  thy  mind  the  bet- 
ter to  the  work ;  but  let  thy  words  be  the  produftioa 
of  thy  foul.  Let  thy  heart  pray  as  well  as  thy  tongue. 
And  this  was  one  of  the  reafons  of  our  Saviour's  in- 
diting this  prayer  in  this  fhort  and  pithy  form,  to  con- 
demn the  vanity  of  the  Gentiles,  who  had  confidence 
in  their  vain  repetitions  of  words,  without  the  inten- 
tion and  application  of  the  heart  i. 

4.  Here  we  fee  Chrift,  the  Wifdom  of  the  Father, 
delivers  out  a  Form  of  Prayer^  framed  with  a  great  deal 
of  wifdom,  containing  very  much  matter  in  a  few 
words :  learn  that,  though  thou  art  not  to  put  con- 
fidence in  ftudied  devotions,  nor  to  make  thy  prayers 
.  the  work  of  thy  invention  or  wit,  but  of  thy  heart  and 
foul ;  yet  let  the  reverence  and  awe  thou  beared  to 
him  before  whom  thou  comeft  in  thy  prayers,  the  fe- 
rioufnefs  of  the  bufinefs  about  which  thou  goeft,  put 
thee  in  mind  to  prepare  thyjelf  and  thy  foul^  and  to 
turn  it,  by  thefe  confiderations,  to  an  humble  frame  of 
fpirit ;  to  a  forecafting  of  thy  defires ;  to  an  humble 
approach  to  the  prelence  of  God ;  to  all  befeeming 
reverence  both  in  thy  words  and  gefture.  The  heart, 
it  is  true,  fhould  be  in  a  continual  frame  of  prayer, 
and  almoft  every  occurrence  of  our  life  requires  a  lift- 
ing up  of  the  heart  to  God  in  prayer,  or  in  thankf- 
giving,  which  cannot  be  fo  ordered  with  preparation ; 
but  folemn  prayer,  though  in  private,  requires  a  juft 
preparation  of  the  heart,  and  a  performance  of  it  with 
the  whole  contribution  of  the  whole  foul,  and  ftrength, 
and  underftanding,  and  affeftion. 

3.  Though  thou  art  not  bound  to  ufe  no  other  form, 
yet  ufe  this  frequently  ^  upon  thefe  confiderations: 

1 .  It  is  the  Command  of  thy  Lord  and  Majler^  There 
is  fomewhat  of  command  m  thefe  words.  He  that 
commands  to  pray  after  this  manner,  meant  not  that 
this  prayer  ftiould  be  forgotten.  That  which  was  made 
a  pattern  to  thy  other  prayers,  was  not  intended  to  be  a 

.»  Matth.  vi.  7. 
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thing  only  to  be  looked  upon,  and  not  to  be  ufed* 
Thou  mayeft  ufe  other  prayers  to  give  fcope  to  thy., 
fpirit,  but  conclude  with  this, 

2.  It  is  a  great  means  of  Jlrengthening  the  heart  in 
frayer.  When  I  (hall  confider  I  am  now  ufipg  that 
very  prayer  which  the  Son  of  God,  when  he  was  in 
the  flefh,  at  the  requeft  of  his  difciples,  gave  unto 
them,  not  only  as  a  rule  and  pattern,  but  as  a  frame, 
wb.n  ye  pray^  fay^  &c.  I  call  the  great  God  my  Fa- 
ther, and  it  is  no  prefumption  in  me  fo  to  do ;  the 
Eternal  Son  of  God,  that  knew  all  his  Father's  mind, 
commanded  me  to  call  him  fo,  and  to  come  before 
him  as  my  Father.  I  am  begging  for  the  conveni- 
encies  of  my  life,  for  the  pardon  of  my  fins,  for  my 
prefervation  in  and  from  temptadon.  Had  they  not 
been  things  that  I  might  hope  to  be  granted,  the  Son^ 
of  God  would  never  have  taught  me  to  alk  them. 

*  O  Lord,  it  is  true  I  can  fee  nothing  in  myfelf  why  I 

*  fhould  expeft  that  thou  fhouldft  hear  me ;  my  linSj 

*  are  renewed  every  day,  and  I  begged  pardon  but 

*  yefterday,  and  I  have  finned  againft  Thee  the  fame 
'  fin  this  day  :    but  yet  thy  Son,  that  knows  all  thy 

*  Will,  that  would  never  have  put  me  to  beg  that 

*  which  were  unfit  for  me  to  afk,  or  Thee  to  grant,  he 

*  it  is  that  taught  ,me  to  beg  my  daily  bread  of  Thee, 

*  and  as  often  in  the  fame  prayer  to  beg  thy  forgive- 
'  nefs :  1  will  not  learn  hereby  to  prefume  in  offend- 
'  ing,  but  yet  I  will  learn  to  be  confident  in  thy 

*  mercy/ 

3.  It  is  a  comprehenftve  prayer^  and  therefore  fit  to 
be  fupple  mental  unto  thine  own  prayers.  Thy  pre- 
fent  wants,  or  fears,  or  dcfires,  carry  thy  fpirit  in  thy 
own  prayers  eagerly  and  vehemently  in  purfuit  of  thofe 
thy  wants,  fears,  or  defires ;  becaufe  they  are  things 
prefently  incumbent  upon  thee,  and  in  thy  view ;  and 
by  that  means  thou  doft  many  times  in  thy  prayers 
averfhoot  many  matters  that  are  of  more  concernment^ 
it  may  be  for  thee  to  alk :  As  the  Glory  of  God,  thy 
prefervation  from  future  inconvenienciesji  that  are.not 
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yet  in  thy  view ;  and  this  prayer  gathers  up  thy  omif- 
iions,  calls  home  thy  fpirit  unto  that  frame  and  temper 
of  heart  that  is  fit,  viz.  fubmiffion  to  the  will  and  glory 
of  God,  in  the  firft  petition  of  this  prayer,  fumiflies 
thee,  in  a  fhort  compendium^  to  pray  over  that  which 
thou  haft  before  alked,  and  to  pray  for  that  which  be- 
fore thou  haft  omitted. 

4,  'As  it  is  ^  comprehenftve  Prayer^  and  contains  much, 
fo  it  is  a  compendious  Prayer^  and  contains  much  in 
little.  The  Wife  and  merciful  God  knows  the  frailty 
of  our  nature,  and  therefore  hath  fitted  us  according 
to  our  narrownefs,  with  abridgment ;  he  knows  the 
fhortnefs  of  our  memory,  and  therefore  he  gave  his 
Will  under  the  Old  Law  in  Ten  Words.  Chrift,  he 
gave  us  another  abridgment  of  that  abridgment,  love 
God  and  ihy  neighbour.  God  alfo  knows  the  weaknefs 
of  our  fpirits,  and  therefore  he  gives  us  a  fhort  prayer, 
that  in  the  ufing  of  it  our  fpirits  may  bear  up,  and 
the  fire  laft  till  the  prayer  endeth.  It  is  true,  when  we 
have  a  continuing  fenfe  of  evil  felt  or  feared  upon  us, 
our  fpirits  are  able  to  hold  out  a  prayer  long  in  warmth 
and  heat ;  but  when  the  matters  of  our  defires  are 
not  fo  apparent  to  our  fenfe,  our  fpirits  are  apt  to  grow 
cold  before  we  come  at  the  end  of  it.  Here  is  a 
fhort  prayer  fumifhed  in  all  things  fit  to  be  afked,  and 
fuch  as  thy  fpirit  may  go  along  with  to  the  end,  with- 
out being  tired.  It  is  true,  that  a  man  ftiall  ufually 
find  more  intention  of  fpirit  in  his  own  prayers,  than 
in  this.  Blefs  God  that  thou  haft  this  intention  of 
fpirit  in  thy  own  prayers,  and  negleft  them  not,  but 
pray  for  pardon  that  thou  wanteft  it  in  this,  and  ftrive 
to  amend  it. 

Now,  the  great  cauje  of  the  unprofitable  uje^  even  of 
this  prayer,  and  divers  other  ordinances,  grows  from 
this,  that  people  ufe  them  without  a  diftinft  and  deep 
confideration  of  the  things  contained  in  them.  The 
fun  in  the  firmament  is  the  greateft  wonder  in  the 
world,  and  of  infinite  more  confideration  than  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  new  ftar  or  comet  i  but  the  comnion- 
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nefs  of  the  fun  makes  mankind  pafs  over  that  without 
any  obfervation,  and  yet  look  upon  the  latter  with 
much  admiration  and  aftonifliment.  Juft  thus  it  is 
vnth  this  and  other  prayers:  this  prayer  being  thus 
taken  up  and  learnt  with  our  fpeech,  we  fwallow  by 
wholefale,  and  never  weigh  it  or  confider  it ;  but 
other  prayers  of  our  own  or  others,  whilft  they  are 
new  to  us,  we  ufe  more  attentively,  and  it  may  be 
more  profitably.  It  fliould  therefore  be  our  care  to  rub 
out  the  corn  out  of  this  ear ;  to  examine  and  confider 
this  excellent  prayer  diftinftly,  that  fo,  in  the  ufe  of 
it,  a  full  underftanding  and  aSeftion  may  go  along 
with  it ;  without  which  it  is  no  prayer :  for,  in  prayer, 
we  have  to  do  with  the  God  of  the  Spirits  of  all  Flelh, 
that  judgeth  not,  neither  regardeth  the  bare  repetition 
of  words,  the  thing  condemned  by  our  Saviour  when 
he  commanded  this  prayer ;  but,  by  the  uniting  our 
fouls  and  fpirits  to  him,  our  words  are  not  fo  much  our 
prayers  as  the  confequence  and  figns  of  our  prayers. 

The  tn own  divificn  of  this  Prayer^  is,  Firft,  the  Pre- 
amble. Secondly,  the  Requefts.  Thirdly,  the  Con- 
clufion. 

1.  Th2  preamble  J  Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven. 
The  general  duty  we  learn  from  it  is  this :  that  we 
come  not  fuddenly  and  unfeemly  in  our  requefts  to 
him,  but,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  prepare  our  fouls  with 
fitting  apprehenuons  and  aft'eftions,  before  we  come  to 
afk  of  him ;  with  apprehenfions  of  his  goodnefs,  that 
may  draw  us  to  him,  in  that  he  is  our  Father ;  and 
with  apprehenfions  of  his  greatnefs,  that  may  make  us 
confider  our  diftance,  and  come  before  him  with  reve- 
rence, in  that  he  is  in  Heaven  :  ^  Be  not  rafh  with  thy 

*  mouth,  and  let  not  thine  heart  be  hafty  to  utter  any 

*  thing  before  God ;  for  God  is  in  heaven,  and  thou 

*  upon  earth,  therefore  let  thy  words  be  few  ^*  God 
IS  in  Heaven,  and  thou  upon  earth :  it  teacheth  thee 
thy  diftance,  and  it  is  fit  thou  fliouldft  thoroughly  di- 
geft  that  apprehenfion  before  thou  aik,  that  thy  afking 

*  Eccles,  V.  2, 

may 
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may  be  with  rtva-ence.  External  reverence,  of  itfelf,- 
is  inconfiderable,  but  as  it  is  the  figure  of  that  inter- 
nal reverence  that  is  in  the  foul.  Where  the  external 
reverence  is  wthout  the  internal,  it  is  bafe  and  odious 
hypocrify,  a  dead  and  a  defpifed  performance,  a  piSure 
of  piety  without  life.  But  the  internal  reverence  of] 
the  mind  cannot  be  without  an  external  expreffion  of 
it.  The  forms  or  natures  that  God  hath  put  into  every 
creature,  are  thofe  which  fhape  their  external  figure, 
in  fome  proportion  anfwerable  to  their  internal  form* 
And  it  is  as  impoflible  for  an  heart  fenfible  of  the  ma- 
jefty,  glory,  greatnefs,  and  power  of  God.,  to  come 
before  him  either  with  a  petulant,  fancy,  prefump- 
tuous,  or  unfeemly  carriage,  as  it  is  for  the  form  of  a 
lamb  or  a  child  to  render  itfelf  either  in  the  fhape  of 
a  lion  or  a  wolf.  Again,  God  is  in  Heaven,  and  thou 
upon  Earth :  as  thou  baft  a  bufmefs  to  do  to  prepare 
thy  heart  with  fenfe  of  thy  diftance,  ihat  thy  defires 
may  be  with  a  fuitable  humility  when  thou  prayefl ; 
fo  thou  haft  need  of  preparation  to  bring  up  tlw  heart 
out  of  that  earth,  wherein  thou  art,  unto  heaven,  to. 
defecate  ^  that  earthly  heart  of  thine,  that  it  may  be  fit 
to  come  into  the  prefence  of  the  God  of  heaven.  When 
God  beholds  the  higheft  things  in  nature,  the  heavens, 
he  humbles  himfelf,  he  defcends  below  his  own  excel- 
lency 2.  And  if  thou  art  a  fuitor  ro  this  great  King,  it 
IS  fit  thou  Ihouldft  come  unto  the  throne  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  not  exped  that  he  fliould  come  to  thy  cot- 
tage to  be  importuned,  though  yet  he  doth  this  alfo 
in  liis  great  mercy  and  condefcenfion ;  yet  jt  is  not  fit 
for  thee  to  expeft  it.  Again,  thy  lifting  up  of  thy 
heart  to  him  is  thy  advantage ;  the  nearer  thou  draweft 
to  his  glory  and  prefence,  fo  it  is  to  be  with  an  humble 
and  clean  heart ;  the  more  thou  wilt  partake  of  his 
bounty  and  goodnefs,  the  fitter  thy  heart  will  be  .to 
have  communion  with  Iiim.  The  holy  and  glorious 
Angels  and  Souls  departed,  partake  more  of  his  ful- 
nefs  and  perfection  than  man  doth,,  becaufe  by  the 

'  cleanse.  ^  Psal.  cxiii.  0. 

purity 


Meditations  upon  the  hor^s  Prayer.         469 

purity  of  their  nature,  they  have  a  nearer  approach  to 
the  Fountain  of  Good  than  man  hath ;  and  the  nearer 
or  farther  oflF  the  fpirit  of  a  man  comes,  or  keeps  off  from 
God,  the  more  or  lefs  of  his  goodnefs  he  participates. 
Now,  in  this  aft  or  prayer,  we  endeavour  to  lay  hold  of 
his  goodnefs  and  promifes ;  neceffary  it  is,  therefore, 
we  bring  our  hearts,  by  preparation,  as  near  to  him  as  ' 
we  can.     1 .  That  we  may  be  near  unto  him ;.  and  in 
this  nearnefs  confifts  an  advantage  of  communion  with 
Jiim,     2.  That  we  may  be  like  him ;  and  that  likenefe 
is  every  day  increafed  by  our  beholding  of  him,  where- 
by we  are  in  fome  meafure  tranflated  into  the  fame 
glory.     3.  That  we  may   be   in   our  proper  place. 
God  hath  communicated  his  goodnefs  to  all  things, 
according  to  their  feveral  degrees  of  perfection  in  thofe 
ftations  wherein  his  own   great  and  infinite  wifdom 
placed  them ;  and  the  place  of  man  was  nearer  to  God 
by  his  nature,  than  he  can  now  arrive  unto  in  this  life 
in  his  own  perfon  (though  we  have  a  High  Priell  that 
/  continually  bears  our  names  before  our  Father).  And 
certainly,  if  it  be  at  any  time  feafonable  for  a  man  to 
wind  up  his  heart  in  the  greateft  nearnefs  to  God  that 
he  can  do,  it  is  when  he  comes  before  him  in  praifes 
for  the  things  he  hath,  and  petitions  for  the  things  he 
wants.     Learn,  therefore,  in  general  to  bring  up  thy 
heart  as  near  as  thou  canft  to  the  Great  God,  in  pre- 
paration and  meditation,  before  thou  offered  thy  prayer> 
that  thy  facrifice  may  be.mingled  with  a  true  fire,  and 
thy  foul  may  be  raifed  up  with  the  due  confideration 
of  what  thou  art  about,  and  whom  thou  art  to  deal 
withal. 

Touching  the  Particulars  in  this  Preamble. 

Our  Father.  Two  things  are  herein  confiderable  t 
1 .  How  God  is  faid  to  be  our  Father :  2.  What  frame 
or  temper  of  heart  and  fpirit  this  bleffed  relation  and 
conception  of  him  as  a  Father,  ought  to  raife  in  us, 
efpecially  when  we  come  before  him  in  prayer. 

As 
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As  to  the  firft,  God  hath  the  appellation  or  relation 
of  a  Father  principally  in  thefe  re:pe5fs : 

1 .  By  Creation.  Thus  he  is  the  Father  of  all  things.    ' 
But  in  as  much  as  paternity  and  filiation  are  relations 
of  perfons,  not  of  bare  fubfiftency,  properly  therefore, 
in  this  refpeft,  he  is  called  Father  in  relation  to  Angels 
and  Men:  to  Men,  '  But  now,  O  Lord,  thou  art  our 

*  Father ;    we  are  the  clay,   and  thou  our  potter  ^* 

*  Have  we  not  all  one  Father  ?    hath  not  one  God 

*  created  us  ^  ? '  '  Which  was  the  Son  of  Adam ;  which 

*  was  the  Son  of  God  3/  And  as  to  men,  fo  in  a  more 
near  relation  to  the  fouls  of  men,  and  the  blefled  an- 
gels, who  participate  more  immediately  of  his  image, 
and  perfection :  '  The  Father  of  Lights'*/  '  The  Fa- 
^  ther  of  Spirits  5.'  «  The  Former  of  Spirits  ^V  '  And 
',  all  the  Sons  of  God  fliouted  for  joy  7.* 

2.  By  Jpecial  Jufcepticn^  or  undertaking.  Either  with- 
out an  intervenient  contract ;  thus  he  is  pleafed  to  own 
a  more  fpecial  faterniiy  towards  thofe  that  have  moft 
need  of  him,  *  A  father  to  the  fathcrlefs  ^  •/  or  by  an 
intervenient  contraft;  thus  he  was  a  Father  in  a 
more  near  relation  to  the  Jewifh  People,  who  as  a 
child  is  called  by  the  name  of  his  father,  fo  they  did 
as  it  were  bear  his  name :  '  We  are  called  by  thy  name, 

*  leave  us  not  9:'     '  Doubtlefs  thou  art  our  Father, 

*  thoughyf^r^/&^;w  be  ignorant  of  us  ^^'j'  and  accordingly 
he  evidenced  himfelf  towards  them  in  all  the  care  and 
tendernefs  of  a  father :  '  As  an  eagle  fluttereth  over  her 

*  young,  &c.^*^  '  When  IJraelw^s  a  child  then  I  loved 
'  *  him,  and  called  my  fon  out  of  Egypl  ^-.*    But  thefe 

relations  are  yet  too  large  and  fpacious. 

S.  By  Adoption  in  Chriji.  Which  relation  is  thus 
wrought  by  an  eternal  ftipulation  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son ;  the  Son  was  to  take  upon  him  our  nature 
by   a  fupernatural   conception,    and   to  Hand   as   a 

^  Isa.  Ixiv".  8.  *  Mai.  ii.  lo.  ^  Luke  iii.  3^,  *  Jam.  i.  17, 
'  llc'b.  xii.  ().  ^'  Zcch.  xii.  l.  '  Job  xwviii.  7.  **  l^al.  ixviii.  5. 
■'  Jer.  xiv.  «).     "^  Isa.  Ixiii.  1().     ^'  Dtut.  xxxiL   1 1.     '^  llos.  xi.  i. 
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public  perfon  and  mediator  between  the  Father  and 
lapfed  man,  and  appointed  that  as  many  as  fhould  by 
true  faith  lay  hold  on  him, there  fhould  be  a  kind  oiUnion 
wrought  between  Chrift  and  that  believer,  and  in  that 
union  the  Father  looks  upon  all  that  which  was  in  the 
believer  as  imputed  to  Chrift,  and  all  that  which  was 
in  Chrift  as  imputed  to  the  believer.  Was  there  fin 
and  guilt  in  the  believer  ?  it  is  laid  on  Chrift,  and  he 
bears  all  iniquities  *.  Is  there  righteoufnefs  in  Chrift? 
the  believer  hath  that  righteoufnefs,  that  righteoufnefe 
which  is  of  God  by  faith.  Is  Chrift  the  firft-born  of 
God  ?  Though  we  cannot  partake  of  his  primogeniture, 
yet  we  partake  of  his  fonlhip  2.  *  As  many  as  received 

*  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of 
^  God  3/   '  I  afcend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father, 

*  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God^.*    '  That  we  might 

*  rece've  the  adoption  of  fons^.'  And  by  virtue  of  this 
union  we  partake  of  the  inheritance  of  fons,  *  jpint- 
^  heirs  with  Chrift  <5 ;'  of  the  fpirit  of  fons.  '  And  be- 

*  caufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fent  forth  the  fpirit  of 

*  his  Son  into  your  hearts,*  &c.  7,  And  by  virtue  of 
this  filiation  we  have  the  privileges  of  fons  ;  '  Accefs 

*  with  boldnefs  unto  the  Father  s,'  care  and  tendernefs 
of  our  Father  over  us,    '  For  your   heavenly  Father 

*  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all  thefe  things  9  :* 
audience  from  him,  *  At  that  day  ye  fliall  afk  in  my 

*  name,  &c.  For  the  Father  himfelf  loveth  you  ^^Z 
Now  this  appellation  and  relation  of  a  Father  in  the 
firft  entrance  into  prayers,  carries  up  our  hearts  unto 
thefe  conftderations : 

1 .  That  we  ftiould  by  all  means  labour  to  be  in  this 
-  relation  to  God,  viz.  that  he  fhould  be  our  Father ;  for 
why  do  we  call  him  fo,  unlefs  he  be  fo  to  us  :  and  that 
we  fhould  not  be  contented  barely  with  the  relation 
unto  him  as  we  are  men  ?  for  fo  were  even  the 
Athenians^  who  infcribed  their  altar,  7  <?  the  unknown  God-y 

*  Isa.  liii.  G.  «  Psal.  Ixxxix.  25,  26.  '  John  i.  VI,  '*  John  xx.  17'. 
-*  Gai.  iv.  5.       c  Gal.  iv.  ?.  '  Gal.  iv.  <).        •  Ephes.  iu  11). 

*  Malth,  vi.  52.     ^"  John  xvi.  26,  2;,  . 
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-his  Offspring,  nor  with  the  relation  arifing  out  of  an  es> 
ternal  profeflion  and  covenant,  but  with  that  neareft  re- 
lation of  paternity,  arifing  by  our  union  with  Chrift  '. 

2.  And  confequently  that  all  our  applications  to  God 
in  prayer  muft  be  in  and  through  Chrift  5  for'  through 
him  is  this  relation  wrought ;  and  it  is  a  relation  of 
neamefe  and  union,   which  is  the  greateft  neamefs ; 

*  But  now  in  Chrift  Jefus,  ye,  who  fometimes  were  far 
'*  off,  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  ^ ,'  and 
•of  the  Houfliold  of  God^:'  Our  union  unto  God 
grows  by  our  union  to  Chrift,  who  is  one  with  the 
Father,  '  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be 
made  perfeft  in  one  4-.*  and  this  is  the  meaning  df 
afldng  in  ^  his  name  ^, '  through  him  we  have  an  accefs 

*  to  the  Father  6.' 

2.  We  learn  with  what  affeSlions  we  fhould  come  to 
him  in  our  prayers.  And  thefe  arife  either  from  the 
confideration  of  our  duty  as  children ;  or  from  the 
•  confideration  of  that  which  we  are  to  expeft  from  him 
as  a  Father.  Thofe  of  the  firft  part  are  principally 
thefe ;  love,  reverence,  fubmiflion,  and  thankfulnefs. 

1 .  Love  to  God.  The  very  name  of  a  Father  imports 
in  itfelf  a  relation  of  benefit,  and  confequently  of  love. 
'  God  is  the  Father  of  thy  being,  as  thou  art  a  man,  and 
of  thy  continual  prefervation ;  and  if  there  were  no  more 
dian  this  in  this  comprehenfive  name  of  the  Father,  it 
is  aiough  to  take  up  the  whole  ftock  and  compafs  df 
thy  love.  The  motion  from  not  being  to  being,  is  an 
infinite  motion,  and  an  aft  of  infinite  goodnefs  as  well 
as  of  infinite  power,  and  deferves  and  challengeth  the 
uttermoft  extent  of  thy  love .  as  a  juft  debt  unto  it ;  fo 
that  thou  haft  fcarce  a  refidue  of  a  love  left  within  the 
compafs  of  thy  uttermoft  power,  which  thou  oweft  not 
to  this  great  love  of  thy  Lord  in  giving  thee  a  being  ; 
and  if  this  common  goodnefs  of  thy  Lord  requireth  wA 
deferveth  all  thy  love  to  hiin  as  the  Father  of  thy 
nature,  what  love  doft  thou  owe  him  \  as  he  is  pleafed 

'  Actsxvii.  28^    *  Ephes.  ii.  13.    *  Ephes.  ii.  19.    *  John  xvil.  5i3. 
*  John  xvi.  26,  *  Epncs.  ii.  1 8. 

to 
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« 
♦o'b'e  thy  Father  in  a  nearer  relation,  to  bethy  Fathet 
in  Chrift,  and  that  after  thou  hadft  rejected  him,  -tod 
^wert  left  ?  And  if  thy  debt  of  love  that  thou  oweft  to 
him  as  the  Father  of  thy  nature,  be  more  large  than 
the  comprehenfion  of  thy  power,  how,  or  with  whit 
wilt  thou  pay  that  further  debt  of  love  which  thou 
<>wefl:  to  him  for  that  undeferved,  unfought  -for,  &»- 
peradded  relation  of  thy  Father  by  adoption  ?  when  he 
gave  his  own  Son  to  die  for  thee,  an  enemy,  that  thou 
•  'mighteft  receive  the  adoption  of  a  fon  ?  This  is  a  love 
that  pafTeth  not  only  thy  retribution,  but  alfo  thfy 
knowledge :  '  Behold,  what  mariner  of  love  the  Father 

*  hath  beftowed  upon  us,  that  we  flipuld  be  called  the 

*  fons  of  God  ^'  And  the  love  of  God  to  us,  as  it' is 
the  meritorious  caufe  of  our  love  to  him,  fo  it  -is  that 
■which  excites  and  fires  our  love  to  him,  *  We  love  him, 

*  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us^/  '  And  according  to  the 
meafure  we  have  of  the  apprehenfion  of  the  love  of 
God  to  us,  accordingly  is  the  meafure  of  our  love  to 
bkn  again.  This  therefore  is  the  firft  aflFeftionthat 
the  name  of  father  calls  out ;  viz.  The  interifeft  affec- 
tion of  our  love,  in  that  he  hath  given  us  a  coinmiflion 
to  call  him  Father,  and  Chrift  is  not  afliamed  to  call  lis 
•Brethren  ^. 

2.  Reverence  \  and  this  is  but  a  confequent  of  the 
former ;  '  Perfeft  love  cafteth  out  fear  *  :'  But  it  is  the 
mother  of  reverence  j    '  We  have  had  fathers  of  our 

*  flefh,  which  correfted  us,  and  we  gave  them  rever- 

*  «ice5,'  &c.    '  If  I  be  a  father,  where  is  ihy  ho- 

*  nour  ^'?'  Were  there  no  other  diftance  of 'nature  be- 
tween thy  God  and  thee,  but  the  diftance  and  rdatiewl 
of  a  Father,  it  requires  reverence  of  thee,  efpeckily 
-ivhen  thou  comeft  before  him  in  thy  prayers.  And 
that  inward  reverence  of  thy  foul  will  imprint  a  reveir- 
ence  in  thy  words,  and  in  thy  carriage,  as  all  other 
^affeflionsand  tempers  of  the  foul  fix  a  fuitable  corref- 

'  1  John  iii.  1.     «  i  John  iv.  19.     »  Heb.  ii.  U.     M  John,  iv-  18. 
*H€b.xu.9.       ^'MaLi.  6. 
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pondence  upon  the  outward  man,  but  efpecially  whetf- 
we  confider  he  is  our  heavenly  Father. 

3.  SubmiJJion  to  his  WilL  Confider  thy  approach 
is  to  thy  Father,  which  carries  with  it  a  relation  of 
authority,  efpecially  confidering  he  is  a  Father  of  wif- 
dom,  that  knoweth  what  is  fitteft  for  thee,  and  a  Father 
of  Mercies,  that  is  oftentimes  more  merciful  to  thee  in 
denying  thee  what  thou  alkeft,  than  he  could  be  in 
granting  it :  it  is  thy  duty  to  alk  what  thou  wanteft  be- 
caufe  he  is  thy  Father  \  but  not  to  limit  him  what  he 
fhould  grant. 

4.  Thankfulnejs  for  all  thou  haft  received ;  becaufe  as 
he  is  the  author  of  thy  being,  fo  he  is  the  fountain  of  all 
thy  benefits. 

5.  And  as  the  name  of  a  Father  carries  upwards 
thefe  affections  of  love,  fear,  fubmiffion  and  thankful- 
nefs  towards  God,  fo  it  brings  down  thofe  apprehen- 

Jions  of  Gody  that  2xe/uitable  to  the  bufmefs  about  which 
we  are. 

I.  From  the  confideration  that  God  is  our  Father 
thus  placed  in  the  entrance  of  this  prayer,  we  have 
encouragement  to  make  our  accejs  unto  him  with  an  hum- 
ble boldnefs.  When  we  confider  the  Glory  and  the 
Majefty,  and  the  Purity  of  the  Great  and  Infinite  God^ 
in  whofe  fight  the  heavens  are  not  clean,  nor  the  ftars 
pure  1,  that  chargeth  his  Angels  with  folly,  and  in  his 
prefence  the  Cherubims  cover  their  faces ;  how  fhould 
duft  and  aflies,  man  that  is  a  worm,  under  the  appre- 
henfion  of  his  Majefty  and  Glory,  ever  think  that  this 
Glorious  God  fhould  liften  unto,  or  entertain  his  perfon 
or  his  prayers  ?  VV  hen  David  confidered  but  of  the  fun, 
and  moon,  and  ftars,  which  are  but  the  works  of  his 
hands,  he  found  a  great  difproportion  between  us  and 
them  J  '  What  is  man  that  thou  fhouldft  be  mindful  of 
*  him  2  ?'  Much  more  between  us,  and  their,  and  our 
Creator ;  the  Son  of  God,  therefore,  that  knew  his 
Father's  Will  and  Thoughts  he  beareth  towards  us, 
prefents  him  to  us  in  the  brink  of  our  Prayers,  under 

*  Job  XV.  15.  and  xxv.  5.  *  Psalms  viiL  4. 
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die  expreflion  of  a  Father,  that  might  invite  us,  be- 
fore he  renders  him  under  the  apprehenfion  of  his  be-^ 
tng  in  Heaven,  that  might  eftrange  us ;  under  the  con- 
ception of  the  love  and  teiidernefs  of  a  Father,  before 
conception  of  his  Majefty  and  Glory.  And  is  he 
thy  Father  ?  why  fhouldft  thou  not  upon  all  occafions 
refort  unto  him  ?  Whither  fliould  a  child  go  with  bold- 
nefe,  if  not  to  his  Father  ?  And  to  fuch  a  Father  as  he 
is  pleafed  to  render  himfelf  unto  us,  with  more  tender- 
nefs  and  gentlenefs,  than  lies  udthin  the  bowels  of  a 
natural  Father  ?  Can  a  woman^  whofe  affections  are 
raoft  ardent  and  importunate,  forget  her  child^  a  >  iece 
of  herfelf,  herjuckling  child^  to  wliom  (he  is  engaged 
by  an  additional  obligation  of  love  and  care  that  jhe 
Jbottld  not  have  co'mpiffion^  when  her  natural  love  is 
heightened  by  a  pitiful  occurrence,  of  the  Jon  of  her 
womb^  the  perfeftion  of  her  conception  ?  '  Yea,  (he 

*  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee,  faith  the  Lord  ^* 

*  How  (hall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  how  (hall  I  deli- 

*  ver  thee,  Ifrael  ?  how  Ihall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ? 

*  how  fhall  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  vr^  heart  is  turned 

*  within  me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  together.  I  will 

*  not  execute  the  fiercenefs  of  mine  anger  ;  for  I  am 

*  God,  and  not  man  2/  'I  taught  Ephraim  to  go,  lead- 

*  ing  him  by  the  hand  ^Z  Ephraim^  like  a  weak  child,' 
was  ready  to  ftumble  and  fall  upon  every  occafion  ;  and 
Kke  a  froward  child  apt  to  fnatch  away  his  hand  from 
him  that  led  him  ;  yet  the  affedion  of  a  Father  is  not 
loft  by  the  weaknefs  or  frowardnefs  of  a  child,     '  Do     t 

*  you  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  foolifh  people  and  un- 

*  wife  ?  Is  not  he  thy  Father  that  bought  thee  ?  As  an 

*  eagle  ffirreth   up  her  neft,  and  fluttereth  over  her 

*  youngs  fpreadeth  abroad  her  wings,  taketh  them  and 

*  beareth  them  on  her  wings,  fo  the  Lord  aloife  did 

*  lead  him  4.'  And  all  thefe,  and  a  world  of  the  like 
expreflions  in  the  book  of  God,  to  unveil  the  love  of 
God  to  his  creatures,  and  thereby  to  draw  out  an  awful 
love  to  him,  and  an  humble  boldnels  to  make  an  ap- 

*  Isa.  xlix.  15.       *  Hos,  xi.  8.      '  Hos.  %\,  5,      ♦  Dcut.xxxii.  6»  1 1. 
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proach  unto  him.  '  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  un- 
'  to  the  throne  of  grace  ^/  and  to  bkfs  our  Redeemer, 
who,  by  the  price  of  his  Blood  hath  purchafed  this* 
free  liberty  of  adcefs  unto  God  as  our  Father,  '  Iir 
'  yrhom  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence  ^/ 
XV'ho,  as  he  hath  purchafed  accefs  for  u5,«fo  when,  not- 
withflanding  that  we  are  fearful,  aiid  backward,  and 
alhamcd  to  come,  is  pleafed  in  the  virtue  of  his  own 
meditation,  to  ftand  betw-een  the  Glory  and- Brightnefs 
of  the  Fatlier,  and  i^  poor  creatures,  and  to  fliew  usr- 
more  of  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  than  of  hik"  giory ;; 
iuid  t;^  receive  ouf  defires,  and  to  bring  both  them  and 
us  into  the  prefence  of  his  Father,  aad  our  Father. 

2.  As  this  expreilion  leads  us  unta  God,  and  gives  us 
accefs,'fo  it  gives  us  ajfurance  of/uccefs  in  our  petitions. 
This  prayer,  as  is  faid,  is  a  compfehenfive  prayer :  we 
thereby  in  a^i  abridgment  a(k  whatfoever  is  neceffary 
for  this  life,  or  that  to  come :  but  the  name  of  a  Father 
is  a  comprehenfive  name  ;  the  petitions  that  thou  art 
aiking,  are  large  petitions,  and  the  promife  is  yet  more' 
large  :     '  Whatfoever  ye  fhall  afk  the   Father  in  my 

*  namc\  he  will  give' it  you  3/  '  Afk,  and  it  fhall  be  given 

*  you'*.*  But  here  is  the  foundation,  thy  application  is- 
to  thy  Father.     '  If  ye  being  evil  know  how  to  give' 

*  good  things  t^  your  children,  how  much  more  fhall 

*  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  give  gooc^  things  to- 
'  them  that  afk  him  ^  ?'  Whatfoever  thou  oaift  finder 
cxpeft  from  thy  natural  Father,  fo  much,  and  much 

,  more,  mayefl  thou  exped  from  thy  heavenly  Father  > 
Patience  to  bear  v^ith  fhy  infirmities  and  iiailings^j* 
ConipalHon,  to  pity  thy  fufferings  7  ;  Goodfief«,  tt>  fup- 
ply  thy  wants  j  Juflice  to  avenge  thy  injuries  ^  ;.  Protec- 
tion to  defend  thee  from  danger ;  Vigilancy  and  Care, 
to  fupport  thee  againft  temptalioias ;  Mercy>  to  pardon* 
thy  backflidmgs  9 ;  Skill  to  interpret,  and  Tendemefs,* 
to  accept  thy  weak  and  ftammering  petitions ;  Frovi-' 

'  TIch.  iv.  16.        «  Ephes.  iii.  13.        ^  JolinxvLsS.    '  Matth.  vii.  7. 
''  Matih.  vii.  11.    *  Psalm  Ixxviii,  58i  ^  Psalm  ciii.  ISi 

*  Psalm  cr.  14.      ^  Jcr.  iii.  14. 
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tlence  and  Bounty,  abundantly  to  reward  all  thy  fin- 
cere  performances.    '  Fear  not  little  flock,  it  is  my  Fa- 

*  ther*s  good  will  to  give  you  a  kingdom  ^'  And  this 
donfideration  of  God,  as  our  Father,  when  we  come 
before  him  in  prayer,  as  it  teacheth  us  our  duty,  fo  it 
doth  moft  naturally  teach  us  the  three  firft  petitions  ; 
tD  defire  the  Glory  of  his  Name  ;  the  increafe  of  the* 
rtlamfeftation  of  his  kingdom  and  power ;  the  full  fub- 
miffion  unto,  and  defire  of  the  fulfilling  of  his  will.  And 
that  relarion-  looks  downward  upon  us,  fo  it  concludes 
the  three  laft  petitions*  From  whom  fhouldft  thou 
defire  to  expefl:  mercy  to  forgive  thee,  conveniencies  to 
fupply  thee,  care  and  proteftion  to  preferve  and  deli- 
ver thee  from  evil,  if  not  from  a  Father  ?  And  ag  from 
this  appellation  of  a  Father  we  gather  confidence  in  his 
k^e^  fo  in  the  next  qualification  or  defcription  of  this 
Father,  we  gather  confidence  in  his  power. 

Which  art  in  heaven^  or  Heavenly  Father  ^.  To  de- 
note, 1.  The  eminence  of  his  Glory  and  power.  The 
Heavens  are  the  moft  eminent  and  glorious  creatures 
that'  oUf  eyes  behold,  and  fpeak  much  of  the  Glory 
aixd  Majefty  of  God  3,  and  in  this  adjunfl:  of  heavenly 
we  give  him  the  acknowledgment  and  attribution  of 
the  greatnefs  of  his  power  and  glory  :  '  For  our  God 
^  is  in  the  heavens,  and  he  hath  done  whatfoever  he 

*  pleafeth^.' 

2.  Heaven  the  Throne  of  his  Majefty  ^.  '  The  heaven 

*  is  my  throne,  and  the  earth  is  my  footftool  ^/    *  Ex- 

*  tol  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  7/  '  Who  rideth 

*  upon  the  heavens  for  thy  help,  and  in  his  ex:cellency 

*  upon  the  fkiesV  '  Heaven  thy  dwelling  place  9/ 
Which  though  it  be  the  feat. of  his  glory,  yet  it  is  not 
the  circumfcription  of  his  prefence.     *  The  heaven, 

*  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee  ^o.* 

*  KEs  glory  is  above  the  heavens  i^.'     *  The  high  and 

*  Lttkc  xii.  S2.       •  Matth.  vi.  «6.        *  Psal.  xix.  1 .      *  Psal.  cxv.  S. 

♦  Fsal.  xi.  4.  *  Isa.  Ixvi.  1.  '  Psal.  Ixviii.  4.  *  Deut.  xxxiii*  26- 
»  I  Kifigs  Yiii.  49.    i  '^  1  Kings  yiii.  27*    "  Psal.  cxui.  4. 

2kS  'lofty 


466         Medit'atioHs  ufon  the  hordes  Vraytr^ 

^  krfty  one  that  inhabiteth  eternity  ^ ; '  an  incomprehelt-» 
fible  infinitude.  ^  If  I  afcend  into  heaven,  thou  art 
*  there ;  and  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  thou  art 
^  there  2/  'It  is  he  that  fitteth  on  the  circle  of  the 
^  earths/  So  that  his  prefence  is  in  aH  places ;  and 
though,  in  refpefl!  of  his  creatures,  the  greateft  mani- 
feftation  of  his  prefence  is  above  the  heaven,  yet  his 
infinite  and  eflential  glory  is  equally  in  all  places.-  Now 
from  this  attribution  we  learn, 

1 .  Our  duty  in  grayer.  As  a  Chriftian  fhould  alviT^ays 
have  his  converlation  in  heaven,  from  whence  he  ex*' 
pefts  his  Saviour  *  ;  fo  in  a  fpecial  manner  when  he 
comes  to  God  in  prayer.  Hence  prayer  is  called  a 
drawing  near  to  God  ^  ;  lifting  up  the  heart  unto  God. 
Know  therefore  thou  doft,  or  at  leaft  fliottldft  in  prayer 
bring  thy  heart  up  into  heaven  before  the  Throne  of 
the  Infinite  Majefty ;  whicn  imports  or  inforceth  thefe 
confequents  : 

1 4  Let  thy^  fph  it  be  mv^gl^d  with  thy  prayers y  for 

•  there  is  no  other  way  to  draw  near  to  God,  but  by 
bringing  thy  fpirit  into  his  prefence.  He  is  a  fpirit,  and 
will  be  worftupped  in  fpirit ;  thy  body  is  here  upofl 
the  earth,  and  thy  words  vanifh  before  they  are  goiie 
far  from  thee.  Thou  canft  not  get  before  the  prefence 
of  the  Lord  of  heaven,  but  with*  thy  fpirit  and  foul ;  and 
unlefs  thy  prayer  be  the  drawing  near  of  thy  fpirit  to 

»  Ivim,  thy  prayer  is  a  provocation,  and  not  a  fervice ;  un- 
profitable and  ufelefs  for  thee^  and  unaccepted  and  not 
regarded  by  God ;  it  dies,  and  is  rotten  in  the  e^&> 
and  it  cannot  come  up  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  hea- 
ven. 

2.  Let  tbyjprit  be  a  pure  Spirit,  and  thy  ffAycrs  be 
pure  Prayers ;  for  what  hath  any  thing  that  is  impure  to 
do  with  Heaven,  a  place  of  purity  and  holinjefsf  None 
hut  the  pure  in  fpirit  can  fee  God^\  and  none  but  pire^ 
hands  are  Jit  to  be  If  ted  up  to  him  7 ;  and  that  thy  fpirit 
may  be  pure,  and  fit  to  conie  up  into  this  high  and  holy 

^  Isa.  Ivii.  15.        *  PSal.  cxxxLx.  8.        ^  Isa.  xh  B2r     *  PhUip.  ill.  IMu 

*  Heb.  X.  22.        « Matt.  v.  8.        M  Tim.  ii,  8.    PwLxxiv.  4. 
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^ace,  and  to  have  communion  with  the  holy  and  glo- 
rious God,  get  thy  fpirit,  and  foul,  and  confcience  waffl- 
ed by  the  Blood  of  Chrifl,  and  thy  prayers  mingled 
■with  the  incenfe  of  Ghrift  *,  and  labour  to  get  an  iuhe- 
Tent  holinefs,  a  piire  and  a  fanftified  Heart,  and  from 
that  wiJl  thy  words,  and  thy  converfation,  and  thy  fer- 
vices,  and  thy  facrifice  (all  which  are  but  the  emana* 
lions  and  fruit  of  thy  heart)  be  holy,  and  bear  fome, 
though  a  weak  proportion  to  that  place,  and  to  that 
pcrfon  whither  thou  art  fending  thy  prayers.  And  more 
efpecially  and  particularly  labour  to  cleanfe  thy  heart 
when  thou  art  about  to  pray,  becaufe  thy  prayers  are 
drawing  near  unto  God  ^\     The  priefts  under  the  law_, 
when  they  were  to  come  near  unto  God  in  their  adminif- 
trations,  were  to  be  wafhed  and  clean  from  their  natural 
and  external  impurities ;   and  a  leper  was  not  fufFered 
to  come  into  the  tabernacle ;  but  what  is'  that  to  the 
leprofy  and  impurity  of  thy  fpirit,  that  very  part  of 
ihee  that  only  can  have  an  immediate  accefs  to  God  ? 
And  what  communion  can  there  be  between  an  holy 
God,  and  an  unholy  foul  ?   '  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my 

*  heart,  God  will  not  hear  me^.'  Confider  therefore 
that  thy  approach  is  unto  Heaven,  the  dwelling-place 
of  his  Majefty  and  of  his  Gloiy  ;  and  holinefs  becomes 
fuch  an  habitation '^.  But  who  then  is  fit  for  fuch  com- 
jntmion  ?  '  What  is  man  that  he  Ihould  be  clean ;  and 
^  he  which  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  he  (hould  be  righ- 

*  teous  ?  Behold  he  putteth  no  truft  in  his  Saints,  yea  the 

*  Heavens  are  not  clean  in  his  fight,  how  much  more 

*  abominable  and  filthy  is  Man,  which  drinketh  iniquity 

*  like  water  5?'  But  for  this  thy  Saviour  hath  given 
thee  an  expedient ;  he  taketh  away  the  iniquity  of  thy 
holy  things,  and  mingles  thy  facrifices  with  his  own  in- 
cenfe, and  covers  thy  impurities  with  his  own  righte- 
ouihefs ;  and  if  for  all  this  the  fenfe  of  thy  own  vile- 
nefs  cover  thy  heart  with  fhame,  and  the  burden  of 
thy  fms  and  corruptions  keep  thy  foul  under,  that  it 

»  Rev.  viii.  3.      *  Psal,  Ixxiii.  28.      '  PsaL  Ixvi.  18,      ^  Psal.  xciii.  6. 
*  Job  5:v.  U^  15,  i6, 
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cannot  with  that  clearnefs  and  confidence  look  up  unto 
Heaven,  but,  with  the  Publican  in  the  Gofpel, 
ftstrid  afar  off,  and  fcarce  dare  alk  for  any  thing,  but 
what  the  fenfe  of  guilt  enforccth,  viz.  mercy  to  pardon 
thee ;  yet  fuch  is  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  Chrift  to  thy 
low  and  humbled  foul,  that  though  thou  haft  fcarce 
confidence  enough  to  draw  nigh  unto  God,  yet  he 
hath  compaflion  enough  to  draw  nigh  unto  thee: 
^  The  Lord  is  nigh  to  them  that  are  of  a  broken 

*  heart  ^'  And  though  thy  laden  foul  can  fcarce  get 
up  into  Heaven,  into  the  prefence  of  thy  Creator,  yet 
he  will  bring  down  Heaven  into  thy  foul ;  '  Thus  faith 
^  the  High  and  Lofty  One,  that  inhabiteth  Eternityi 

*  whofe  Name  is  Holy,  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy 
^  place,  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble 

*  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  re- 

*  vive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones  2/ 

3.  Ji.et  thy  prayer  be  full  of  reverence  with  the  whole 
man :  for  as  thou  comeft  to  a  Father,  and  in  that  rela^ 
tion  thou  oweft  him  reverence,  fo  thou  comeft  to  ^ 
Heavenly  Father,  the  great  Lord  and  Judge  of  all 
things.     *  And  if  ye  call  on  the  Father,    who,  with- 

*  out  refpefl:  of  perfons,  judgeth  according  to  every 

*  man's  works,  pafs  the  time  of  your  fojouming  here  in 

*  fear  K  And  as  a  Father,  and  fuch  a  Father  calls  for 
thy  reverence,  fo  efpecially  when  thou  confidereft  that 
thou  comeft  to  this  great  King  in  his  Throne,  in  the 
place  of  his  Majefty  and  Glory,  And  therefore  this 
expreffion  is  added  to  take  up  the  whole  latitude  of  thy 
thoughts,  with  the  higheft  apprehenfi.on3  of  the  Glory 
and  Majefty  of  the  Lord,  before  whom  thou  comeft, 
and  that  thou  may  eft  confider  the  infinite  diftance  that 
is  between  thee  and  the  Lord  of  Heayen.  ^  for  ^  the 
'  Heaven  is  higher  than  the  Earth,  fo  are  my  thoughts 

*  than  your  thoughts,  and  my  ways  than  your  ways^.' 
And  upon  this  confideration  to  admire  and  magnify 
the  goodnefe  and  mercy  of  this  great  King,  thati? 
pleafed  to  adinit  poor  finful  worms  to  come  into  his 

/  Psjl.  x:pay.  18.    *  Isaiah  Ivii.  15.    '  1  Peter  i.  17.    *  Isaiah  Iv.  0. 
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prefence,  and  beg  for  our  lives  and  for  our  fouls,  with 
^  promife  of  mercy  and  acceptation. 

4.  Let  thy  prayers  be  full  of  intention :  Thou  doft,  or 
Ihouldft  bring  up  thy  foul  into  Heaven,  into  the  pre«- 
fence  of  the  Great  and  Glorious  God  ;  and  what 
Ihould  thy  wandering  thoughts,  thy  earthly  bufinefs 
do  there  ?  Leave  them  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  when 
thou  afcendefl  into  the  Mount  of  God.  Confider  the 
perfon  to  whom  thou  comeft,  exaftly  vigvvs  and  ob- 
ferves  the  frame,  and  connexion,  and  workings  and 
motions  of  thy  thoughts  and  defires,  and  whether  they 
go  along  with  thy  words,  or  with  thy  external  deports 
ment :.  and  if  they  do  not,  fo  much  of  thy  prayer  is 
not  only  loft,  but  a  mockery  and  abufe  of  thy  Maker. 
And  as  the  confideration  of  the  perfon  to  whom  thou 
makeft  thy  addrefe,  fo  the  place  where  thou  con:ieft 
doth  not  fuit  with  thofe  impertinent  and  vain  diyerfions. 
Therefore  when  thou  prayeft,  do  it  confiderately,  ad- 
vifedly,  and  with  the  whole  intention  of  thy  foul. 
'  Be  not  rafh  with  thy  mouth,  and  let  not  thy  heart 

*  utter  any  thing  haftily  before  God ;  for  God  is  in 

*  Heaven,  and  thou  upon  Earth  ^' 

2.  As  this  expreffion  teacheth  us  our  .duty  towards 
<Jod  in  prayer,  lb  it  teacheth  us  what  to  expe5i  irovcy 
him. 

1 .  Hence  learn  the  Ml  feeing  Eye  of  God^  that  is  ac»- 
<juainted  with  all  thy  wants,  and  with  ail  thy  defires :  it 
wasa  miftaken  ufe  that  was  made  of  his  being  in  Heaven^ 
'  Thick  clouds  are  a  covering  to  him  that  he  feeth  not, 
^  and  he  waiketh  in  the  circuit  of  Heaven  ^.*  No,  but 
^  The  Lord  looketh  from  Heaven,  he  beholdeth  alj. 
^  the  fons  of  men  ^J*  The  diftance  of  the  place  is  no 
^ifadvantage  to  his  fight  or  hearing.  Again,  though 
Heaven  be  the  feat  of  his  Glory,  yet  all  places  are  filled 
with  his  prefence  ;  but  efpecially,  '  He  is  nigh  to  theni " 
•*  that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth  ^.' 
^  Is  nigh  to  fuch  as  be  of  a  broken  heart  ^.'     Is  round 

'  Eccles.  V.  2.      ^  Jot)  xxii.  14.        ^  Psalm  -i^u  4*     V*  Psalxii  cxlv.  Ij^,  ' 
^  J^salm  xxxiv.  13. 

2  p  ^  '  about 
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^  about  his  people  1/     'Is  nigh  unto  them  in  all  they 

*  call  upon  him  for  2/     «  Will  bow  down  his  ear  to 

*  hear  3/     ^  Will  bow  the  heavens,  and  come  down 

*  for  their  good  4/  So  that  thy  prayers  have  no 
great  diftance  to  go.  for  all  places  are  Heaven  where 
God  is,  and  he  is  in  all  places,  efpecially  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  his  name  to  call  upon 
him, 

2.  Hence  learn  the  AU-fufficient  and  /Imigbty  fower 
of  God.     '  ®ur  God  is  in  heaven,  he  hath  done  what- 

*  foever  he  pleafed^.*  As  the  relation  of  a  father  car- 
rieth  widi  it  a  fulnefs  of  love  to  be  willing  to  grant  thy 
largeft  requefts,  fo  the  confideration  that  he  is  a  Hea- 
venly Father  carrieth  with  it  a  fulnefs  of  power  to  grant 
them,  Thefe  confiderations  of  the  love  and  power  of 
God,  bear  up  the  heart  in  prayer,  as  once  Aarcn  and 
Bur  did  Mofes's  hands ^.  And  therefore  they  are 
both  placed  in  the  porch  of  this  prayer,  hke  the  pillars 
of  Jachin  and  Bcaz^  in  Solomons  temple 7,  to  eftablifh 
and  ftrengthen  thy  heart  in  thy  prayer  to  God, 

3.  As  the  confideration  of  heavenly,  or  which  art  in 
Heaven^  carries  thy  heart  to  confidence  in  his  power 
and  all-fufficiency  to  grant  thy  petidons ;  fo  it  improves 
thy  faith  in  his  infinite  tendernejs  and  goodnefs.  When 
thou  comeft  to  the  father  of  thy  tielh,  thy  earthly  fa<» 
ther,  that  relation  imports  and  carries  with  it  much  love 
and  companion,  as  hath  been  obferved ;  but  though 
he  be  thy  father,  yet  he  is  an  earthly  father  ;  and  as 
his  power  and  fufficiencies  are  narrow  and  weak,  and 
not  adequate  to  the  extent  of  thy  wants  and  defures,  fo 
liis  affedions  are  limited,  and  mingled  with  the  paffions 
and  frowardnefs  of  his  temper  or  age.  A  woman  may 
forget  the  fon  of  her  womb  ^  :  And  the  hands  of  the 
pitiful  woman  may  feeth  her  own  children 9:  And 
fathers  are  apt  to  provoke  their  own  children  1^.  But 
were  there  not  mixtures  of  diftempers  in  the  affeSions 

^  Ptal.  cxxv.  2.      '  Deut.  iv.  7.       ^  Psal.  xxxi.  2.        ^  Psal.  xriii.  9, 

*  Psal.  cxv.  S.  *  Exod.  xvii.  12.  "^  i  Kings  vii.  21.  ^  Isaiah  xiix.  15 
f  {^m.  iv.  ip.        i°  Kplies,  vi.  4. 
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>f  parents,  yet  their  afFedions  are  finite  ;  and  fuch  is 
>ur  condition,  that  in  one  day  we  fhould  out-fin  all 
bat  flxx:k  of  patience  to  bear,  and  mercy  to  forgive, 
hat  the  moft  tender  earthly  father  ever  had  or  coulcj 
>e  capable  of.  We  ftand  in  need  every  day  of  the  in- 
inite  bowels  of  a  Heavenly  Father,  to  bear,  and  par- 
ion,  and  receive  us,  as  of  infinite  power  to  fupply  and 
Axpport  us :  '  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  ways,  and 
'  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  ;  and  let  him  re^ 
;  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  ;  and  to 
'  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon :  for  my 
'  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  nor  your  ways  my 
^  ways,  faith  the  Lord :  for  as  the  heavens  are  higher 
^  than  the  earth,  fo  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways, 
'  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts  ^'  '  Oh  Ifrael, 
^  thou  haft  deftroy ed  thyfelf,  but  in  me  is  thy  help^/  *  I 
^  will  not  return  to  deilroy  Ephratm^  for  I  am  God, 
'  and  not  man  3/  As  if  he  fhould  have  faid.  Were  all 
the  compaffions  and  bowels,  and  patierice,  and  tender- 
uefsin  the  world  combined  in  one  man,  yet  thy  fins  are 
grown  to  that  height,  and  thy  provocation  to  that  per- 
fefiion,  that  all  that  patience  were  too  weak  to  bear, 
and  all  that  compaffion  too  fmall  to  pardon  thee  ;  thou 
hafl  out-finned  all  the  compafs  and  extent  of  a  created 
patience.  But  I  am  God,  and  not  man,  I  have  pa-f 
tience  enough  for  all  this  to  bear  with  thee  ;  and  mercy 
enough  abundantly  to  pardon  thee.  '  Return  thou 
^  backfliding  Ifrad^  faith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  caufe 

*  mine  anger  to  fall  upon  you  ;  for  I  am  merciful,  faith 

*  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  keep  anger  for  ever  ;  only 

*  acknowledge  thine  iniquity  that  thou  haft  tranfgrefTed 

*  againft  the  Lord  thy  God-* '  The  Onmipotence  of 
jGod  runneth  through  all  his  attributes,  and  is  no  lefs 
feen  in  his  mercy  to  pardon,  than  in  his  power  to  create, 
^  And  now  I  befeech  thee,  let  the  power  of  my  Lor4 

*  be  great  according  as  thou  haft  fpoken,  faying,  The 
^  Lord  is  long-fuffering  and  of  great  mercy  ^.* 

,  »  Isaiah  Iv.  7.        ^  IIo:.  xiii.  o.         »  Hcs.  xi,  9.        ^  Jer.  iii.  12. 

Now 
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Now  I  come  to  the  Jiequefts  themfelves* 

1 .  Hallowed  be  thy  Name.  Wherein  fhall  be  coiu 
fidered, 

1 .  What  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  Name  of  God, 

2.  What  we  are  to  underfrand  by  Hallowing  or  fanc- 
dfying  his  name. 

As  to  the  firft :  The  ways  of  God  and  his  Judg- 
ments are  unfearchable,  and  paft  finding  out  i.  And  if 
his  ways  are  fuch,  how  infinitely  unfearchable  is  his  ef* 
fence  and  nature  ?  The  Angels  that  are  by  God  endued 
with  an  underftanding  more  receptive  of  this  light  than 
ours  is,  do  behold  his  face^.  But  yet  that  light  is  too 
bright  for  their  pure  eyes,  and  too  wide  for  thofe  perr 
fed:  inteHigenees  to  comprehend  3.  But  mortal  man 
cannot  behold  his  face.    '  Thou  canft  not  fee  my  face  ; 

*  for  no  man  can  fee  me,  and  live  4,'  But  yet  fuch  i? 
his  mercy  and  condefcenfion  to  his  creature,  that  he 
communicates  fo  much  of  the  knowledge  of  himfelf 
unto  us,  as  is  convenient  for  us,  and  fufficient  to  bring 
us  to  a  more  perfeft  vifion  of  liim  when  our  fouls  fhall 
be  endued  with  an  angelical   capacity  to   fee  him. 

*  Bleffed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for   they  fhall  fee 

*  God  5.*  And  the  means  whereby  we  know  him,  is 
the  manifeflation  of  his  name  unto  us.    *  I  have.ma- 

*  nifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gaveft 

*  me  ^.^  The  Name  of  the  Lord  therefore  imports 
thefe  two  things  •: 

1.  That  which  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  manifeft 
unto  us  in  his  Word  concerning  himfelf,  his  EfTence 
and  Attributes. 

2.  That  Glory  and  Honour,  which  as  a  beam  fronj 
the  fun,  doth  arife  from  that  manifeftation. 

1.  Touching  the  firfl  :  God  h^ith  be^n  pleafed  to 
reveal  himfelf  unto  us  by  names  or  expreffions,  where- 
by we  may  have  fome  conceptions  concerning  him ; 
and  thougn  every  attribute  given  to  God  in  the  Scripr 

'  Rom.  xi.  S3.  ^  Matth.  xviii.  10^  '  Isa.  vi.  2.  ^  Exod.  xxxiii.  20. 
*  Matth  V.  8.        ^  John  xvii.  6. 

lure^ 
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-ture,  is  a  part  of  his  Name  ;  yet  he  hath  chofen  fome 
expreffions  which  he  hath  in  a  fpecial  manner  called 
his  Name,  as  being  of  a  more  fpecial  ufe  to  us,  and 
therefore  are  to  have  a  greater  impreflion  upon  us ; 
fometimes  to  fignify  his  abfolute  and  independent  being* 

*  And  Mofes  faid  unto  Qod,  when  I  come  to  the 

*  Children  of  Ifrael,  and  (hall  fay  unto  them.  The  God 

*  of  your  Fathers  hath  fent  me  unto  you,  and  they 
^  fliail  fay  to  me,  What  is  his  Name  ?    W  hat  fhall  I 

*  fay  unto  them  ?  And  God  faid  unto  Mofes,  I  AM 
THAT  I  AM.  Thus  fhalt  thou  fay  unto  them,    I  AM 

*  hath  fent  me  1/  Sometimes  to  fignify  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  authority,   *  I  am  the  Lord,  that  is  my 

*  Name,  and  my  Glory  will  I  not  give  to  another''/ 
Sometimes  to  fignify  his  power,  '  1  he  Lord  of  HofU 
•*  is  his  Name  3/  Sometimes  to  fignify  the  immenfity  of 
his  Majefty,  '  I  appeared  unto  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
^  Jaqob,  by  the  Name  of  God  Almighty,  but  by  my 

*  Name  Jehovah  was  I  not  known  unto  them-*/ 
^  Thou  whofe  Name  is  Jehovah  ^/  '  That  thou  mayeft 
"^  fear  this  glorious  and  fearful  Name,  The  Lord  thy 

*  God^/     Sometimes  to  fignify  his  purity,    *  Whofe 

*  Name  is  Jealous  7.'  *  Whofe  Name  is  Holy  8/  But 
above  all,  when  God  himfelf  was  pleafed,  at  the  re- 
quefts  of  his  creature,  to  make  his  goodnefs  to  pafs  be«- 
ibre  him,  and  to  proclaim  his  Name,  confiding  of  all 
the  ingredients  neceffary  for  our  knowledge  and  ufe, 

*  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
^  long-fuffering  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth, 

*  keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity,  trant 

*  greffion  and  fin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the 
^  ^  guilty,  &c.  0'  And  this  was  the  Name  that  our  Sa- 
viour came  to  comment  upon,  fliewing  his  mercy  in 
pardoning  us,  and  his  juftice  in  punilhing  our  fins  in 
his  Son  ;  This  truth  in  fulfilling  that  firft  Gofpel  preached 
in  Paradife,  '  The  feed  of  the  Woman  fhall  break  the 

>  Exod.  iii.  13.  '  Isa.  xlii.  8.         ^  Jcr.  x.  iG.         "*  Exod.  vi.  3. 

^  P«al.  Ixxxiii.  18.       ®  Dcut.  xxviii.  h^.  ?  jExod.  xxxiv.  14* 

P  ^*saL  xcviii.  3.  ^  Exo4.  xxxiv.  (J,  7. 

*  Serpent's 
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^  Serpent's  Head/  And  this  Name  of  God  he  ma* 
jiifefted  to  his  difciples  and  to  us. 

2.  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  taken  for  that  Glory 
and  Honour  that  is  due  unto  his  effence,  attributes  and 
works,  the  reflefldon  of  his  own  perfeftion.  He  hath 
proclaimed  himfelf  Merciful  and  Gracious,  and  his 
works  of  mercy  reflefl:  glory  upon  this  part  of  his 
Name.  ^  For  my  Name's  lake  I  will  defer  mine  anger ; 

*  for  how  fliould  my  Name  be  polluted  ?     And  I  will 

*  not  give  my  Glory  to  another  ^'  He  proclaimeth 
his  Strength  and  Power,  and  the  works  of  his  Power 
refled  Glory  upon  that  part  of  his  Name,  '  His  Name 

*  is  great  in  Power  2.'  ^  Which  haft  fet  figns  in  Egypt, 

*  &c.  And  hall  made  thee  a  Name  as  at  this  day  ^.^ 
He  hath  proclaimed  that  he  is  long-fuffering ;  and  the 
works  of  his  patience  towards  our  back-flidings  and  re- 
bellions, refleft  Glory  upon  that  part  of  his  Nume, 
^  Neverthelefs,  he  faved  them  for  his  Name's  fake,  that 
^  he  might  make  his  mighty  Power  known ^.'  The 
power  of  his  Patience  to  forbear  them,  as  well  as  of 
his  Strength  to  dehver  them.     And  thus,  '  According 

*  to  thy  Name,  fo  is  thy  praife  in  all  the  earth  '\ '  That 
is  all  the  works  of  God,  and  his  difpenfations  carry 
an  impreflion  of  the  Glory  and  Truth  of  fomc  attribute 
of  his  Name.  ^  I  will  praife  thy  Name  for  thy  lovingr 
^  kindnefs,  and  thy  truth,  for  thou  hall  magnified  tby 

*  Word  above  all  thy  Name  ^.'  that  is,  thy  Word  hatb 
proclaimed  thy  Name  to  be  Merciful,  Bountiful,  &c. 
And  ail  the  courfe  of  thy  government  in  the  world 
doth  juftify  the  truth  of  that  Word  of  thine,  and  doth 
;itteft  it,  every  part  of  it,  bringing  back  to  fome  aitri- 
bute  of  that  name  of  thine.  Glory,  and  a  juft  fuffrage 
linto  the  truth  of  thy  Word. 

Hallowed^  or  San£lified  he  thy  Name. 
This  imports  tbefe  things : 
1 .  That  all  the  Works  of  God^  and  the  adions  and 

'  Isaiah  xlviii.  9,  U.       ^  Jcr.  x.  6.       ^  Jer.  xxxii.  ^0.     ^  Psal.  cvi.  8, 

•^  Psai.  xlviii.  IQ,  ^  FsaU  cxxxviii.  U^ 

piccurr^nc^ 
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tCcUrrences  of  the  world,  may  bear  upon  them,  and 
in  them,  an  impreffion  of  the  Glory  of  God,  of  his 
Power,  Majefty,  Wifdom,  Goodnefs,  Juftice,  That 
they  may  have  upon  them  that  beauty,  comelinefs, 
and  ufefulnefs,  that  he  originally  did  put  upon  them. 
God  made  all  things  for  his  glory,  and  in  conformity 
thereunto  they  were  in  their  original  full  of  beauty 
and  order ;  and  the  excellence  of  the  work  did  fpeak 
the  perfection  of  the  workman ;  but  the  fin  of  men 
2Uld  angels  brought  upon  fome  parts  of  his  works  a 
deformity  and  diforder :  '  I  have  curfed  the  ground 
*  for  thy  fake  ^'  And  though  in  that  curfe,  arid  in 
all  other  the  confequents  of  fin,  there  is  ftill  a  glory  of 
the  juftice  of  God  in  punifhing,  and  of  his  wifdom  in 
managing  of  them ;  yet  much  of  the  beauty  of  the 
works  themfelvcs  is  taken  from  them  by  that  diforder 
that  fin  hath  brought  upon  them.  When  we  pray, 
therefore,  that  the  name  of  God  may  be  hallowed, 
we  defire  that,  as  much  as  may  (land  with  his  will, 
all  things  may  bear  in  them  the  impreffion  of  his 
Glory ;  that  they  may  have  a  conformity  not  only  to. 
his  will,  but  to  his  good  pleafure ;  that  in  all  things 
the  Wifdom,  and  Goodnefs,  and  Power  of  God  may  . 
be  confpicuous ;  that  he  would  in  Chrift  take  out  that 
diforder  and  curfe,  that  by  fin  defaced  the  creature ; 
that  all  things  may  in  the  higheft  meafure  be  reftored 
to  their  primitive  perfection ;  that  all  the  occurrences 
of  the  world,  and  all  the  aftions  of  men  and  angels, 
may  carry  in  them  the  moft  eminent  infcription  of  his 
prefence,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs^  and  may  be  directed 
with  the  beft:  advantage  to  his  glory.  Our  love  to  God 
makes  that  which  he  wills  to  be  our  wills ;  and  as  he 
wills  his  own  Glory,  fo  it  makes  us  to  defire  his  Glory ; 
and  though  we  are  to  leave  the  particular  manifefta- 
tion  thereof  to  his  Wifdom,  yet  it  muft  be  our  chief 
defire  that  all  things  may,  irv  the  higheft  meafure, 
move  to  his  Honour,  and  bear  the  infcription  of  it. 

'  Cell.  iii.  17. 

And 
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And  this  is  that  praife  that  David  calls  for  from  atf 
creatures  i. 

2.  Inafmuch  as  God  hath  endued  reajonahle  cred^ 
iures  with  underftanding  and  capacity  to  difcover  the 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  in  his  creatures  and 
works,  we  are  to  defire  that  the  works  of  God  m&j' 
not  only  carry  in  them  a  native  or  fecret  impreflion  of 
his  power,  wifdom^  and  other  attributes,  but  that  it 
may  be  made  evident^  and  difcovered  and  manife?fted 
to  the  underftandings  of  men  and  angels,  and  that  they  ■ 
may  difcern  it,  and  be  convinced  of  it,  that  the  Lord 
may  be  known  by  the  judgment  that  he  executes  ^^ 

*  And  all  men  fliall  fear  and  declare  the  works  of  God,- 

*  for  they  (hall  wifely  confi  Jer  his  doings^;  fo  that  a  man 

*  (hall  fay,  verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  In  the  earth V 
That,  as  his  works  are  great,  fo  they  may  bef  fought 
out^  ;  that  as  all  the  works  of  God  contam  an  objec- 
tive Glory  of  God  in  them,  fo  that  the  fame  may  be 
feen  and  obferved  by  thofe  parts  of  his  creation,  Men 
and  Angels,  that  have  a  capacity  to  receive  it ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  that  objeftive  Glory  of  God  is  put  into 
all  creatures ;  and  this  capacity  or  receptivity  is  placed 
in  intelleftual  creatures,  that  they  may  obferve  and  dif- 
cern the  Glory  of  his  Wifdom,  Goodnefs,  and  Truth, 
and  all  other  his  attributes  in  the  creatures. 

3.  And  inafmuch  as  he  hath  magnified  his  Wctd 
;ibove  all  his  Name  ^^ ;  that  is,  he  hath  evinced  the 
truth  of  his  Word,  and  every  part  thereof,  in  all  the^ 
courfe  of  his  Providence  and  Works,  that  Men  atd 
Angels  may  difcern  and  underftand  the  fulfilling  and 
making  good  of  his  Word.  The  fun  ftiining  upon  a 
glafs  doth  caufe  a  refleftion  of  his  beams ;  but  many 
may  not  fee  it,  either  becaufe  they  are  blind  and  can- 
jiot  fee  it,  or  they  look  another  way,  or  ftand  in  fuch 
a  pofition  that  they  do  not  fee  it ;  and  fo  it  is  with  the 
works  of  God.     When  I  pray  that  his  name  be  hal- 

»  Psal.  cxlvlii.  150.      *  Psal.  ix.  iG.      ^  Psal.  Ixiv.  9-     '  PsaL  IviiL  1 1. 

*  Psal.  cxi.  2.  ^  Psal.  csixxviii.  2. 

lowed. 
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ibi^ed,  I  pray  that  God  would  be  pleafed  to  open  the 
eyes  of  men  by  his  Spirit ;  to  put  them  in  fuch  a  frame 
and  pofilion  that  they  may  difcem  the  Power,  and 
Wifdom,  and  Goodnefs,  and  Juftice,  and  Truth,  of 
God,  that  reflefls  from  his  Works,  that  thefe  im-^ 
f>reffions  of  his  may  not  be  loft  unto  us,  nor  the  glory 
of  them  loft  unto  him. 

4.  That  the  cbfervations  and  difcovery  of  the  truth 
and  goodnefs,  &c.  of  God,  may  not  only  work  a  con- 
TiQion  thereof  in  our  underftandings  and  judgments^ 
(for  thus  it  doth  even  to  the  devils  themfelves,)  but 
that  convidion  may  raife  up  in  the  minds  and  affe£lion$ 
xhokfuitable  conjequences  that  Ihould  arlfe  from  fuch  a 
Gonvidion,  fuch  as  are  thefe:  1.  A  Jubfcription  and 
Jetting  to  our  Jeal,  That  God  is  true,  and  juft,  and 
ftiei'cifal.  In  the  work  of  conviftion  we  are  in  a 
manner  pafTive;  but  herein  we  are  aftive,  when  in 
our  hearts  we  do  cheerfully  and  willingly  fubfcribe 
and  atteft  to  all  that  goodnefs  and  truth,  whereof  we 
are  thus  convinced.  2.  An  inward  admiration  of  the 
Power,  Truth,  and  Glory  of  God,  that  is  thus  dif- 
^overed  unto  us.  The  natural  effeft  of  great  difco- 
veries  is  admiration,  '  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that 
*  believe  ^'  3.  BleJJing  of  that  goodnefs  of  his ;  not 
only  that  is  difcovered  unto  us,  but  that  fo  far  con- 
defcends  to  his  creature,  as  to  fliew  us  fo  much  of  his 
Glory,  Ti-uth,  and  Greatnefs.  4.  An  attribution  of  in- 
finitely  more  Glory,  Majefty,  Mercy,  Goodnefs,  and  all 
perfeftion  unto  him,  than  poflibly  I  can  difcover  by 
any  of  thefe  manifeftations,  confidering  that  all  his 
works  put  together  cannot  fpeak  his  fulnefs.  If  I 
could  fee  all  the  Glory  of  God,  that  all  the  works  of 
God  in  the  whole  world  do  bear  upon  them,  yet  I  muft 
needs  conclude  in  reafon,  that  they  are  infinitely  fhort 
of  that  perfefliion  which  he  hath  in  him ;  for  he  muft 
needs  have  a  refidue  of  Power  and  Wifdom,  infinitely 
more  than  commenfurate  to  all  his  works  put  together. ; 
But,  alas !  I  fee  but  a  part  of  his  works  j  and  fo  narrow 

*  2  Thess.  i.  10. 
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is  my  capacity,  that  I  find  plainly  I  cannot  reach  to  thd 
bottom  of  any  work,  nor  fearch  it  out,  ndr  his  Power, 
Wifdom,  and  Glory,  that  lies  in  a  fly  or  worm,  to  the 
uttermoft ;  and  yet  I  fee  fo  much  as  doth  aftonifh  me, 
and  confound  me,  even  in  the  leaft  of  all  his  workings  : 
what  meafure,  then,  muft  his  own  fulnefs  amount  imto? 
And  this  made  Bavid^  and  the  other  Saintsi  of  God, 
whofe  eyes  he  had  opened,  even  to  lofe  themfelves  in 
the  contemplation  and  expreffions  of  the  goodnefs  and 
greatnefs  of  God.  5.  Ay^eturn  of  infinite  fear  and  reve^ 
rence^  Icve^  depeudance ,  Jubmiffion^  and  cbeditnc^y  ^nd  of 
all  the  chcicv^ft  jind  fvvecteft  motions  of  our  fouls  to 
him,  as  the  juft  defert  of  his  goodnefs  and  truth,  and 
the  ju(t  tribute  clue  to  his  Majefly  and  Glory.  And 
this  is  the  fandifying  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts  ^.  And 
thus  he  will  be  fani^tified  by  all  them  that  draw  near 
unto  him  -.     '  The  fanctiiying  of  the  Lord  ia  the 

*  heart  V 

5.  And  as  thefe  afFeftions  and  motions  are  made  in 
the  heart,  fo  by  all  external  expreffions  of  the  tongue, 
to  evidence  that  inward  convidion  and  afFeftion  oithe 
foul ;  and,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  propagate  and 
proclaim  to  all  the  world  the  Glory  due  to  God,  by 
cknowledging  openly  his  truth .  When  the  peoples 
.'  iw  the  miracle  of  the  fire  devouring  the  water,  they 
fell  on  their  faces,  and  faid,  *  the  Lord  he  is  God,  th^ 

*  Lord  he  is  God  ^.'  By  afcribing  Greatnefs  ^,  Strength  ^, 
Glory  7,  unto  his  Name ;  by  publifliing  his  Name  f, 
finging  forth  his  Honour^,  exaltuig  his  Name  ^^,  caufing 
it  to  be  had  in  remembrance  ^  ^,  magnifying  his  works  '^J 
by  inviting  and  exciting  all  the  creatures  in  the  world 
according  to  their  uttermoft adivity  to  praife  hisName  ^. 
Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  thus  pofTeffed  with 
the  fenfe  of  the  perfection  of  God,  the  mouth  will 
^eak. 

'  Isaiah  viii.  IS.      '  L(  v.  x.  3.      ^1  Fet.  iii.  15*    *  1  Kitigs  xviii.  Sd- 

*  Dcut.  xxxii.      ^  Psal.  l.wiii.  ,"54.     ^  Psal.  xcvi.  5.  ®  Deut.  xxxii.  3. 

'  Psal.  I.wi.  -2.  '''  1  sal.  x.\-xiv.  3.  ^^  Isal.  xlv.  17.  "  Jcb  xxxvi.  34. 
"  Psal.  cxlviii.  3. 
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6.  That  from  the  fame  principle  in  the  heart,  the 
lives  of  men  and  angels  may  bring  glory  and  honour  to 
God,  that  is,  by  conformity  of  their  natui'es  and  lives 
to  the  Will  of  God  concerning  them.  Other  crea- 
tures, by  a  paflive  conformity  unto  the  will  of  God, 
bring  glory  unto  himi  viz,  by  moving  as  they  are  mov- 
ed by  thofe  natural  inftinfls  that  are  put  in  them ;  but 
to  men  and  angels  God  hath  given  that  honour  to  hav^ 
in  them  an  adive  principle,  not  only  to  be  conformed, ' 
but  to  conform  to  the  Will  of  God,  and  to  bring  glory 
to  his  Name :  and  when  by  our  fin  and  contrafted  cor- 
ruption, mankind  hath  difabled  himfelf  to  exercife  that 
power  which  God  once  gave  him  to  glorify  his  Crea- 
tor, Chrill  came  to  reflore  him  again  to  fuch  a  condi- 
tion, that  he  might  actively  bring  Glory  to  God  by  an 
adive  conformity  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  Fpr 
this  caufe  '  he  died,  that  they  which  live  fhould  not 
*  live  to  themfelves,  but  unto  him  that  died  /or  them  1/ 
ad  idem  2.  And  this  was  a  principal  part  of  that  r<- 
€onciliation  that  he  wrought,  viz.  as  for  the  things  that 
were  paft,  reccHiciling  God  to  man  by  forgivenefs  and 
pardon,  fo  for  the  time  to  come  reconciling  man  to 
God  by  conformity  to  him  and  his  will.  Sin  made 
an  iKilikenefs  of  man  to  God,  and  thereby  deflroyo^ 
the  image  of  God  in  man;  for  an  image j|fnfifts|ji 
the  Ulcenefs  of  another  thing.  Chrift  cameTO  reflore 
that  image  again  3 ;  and  that  not  to  reft  merely  in  the 
internal  difpofitions  of  the  fouls,  but  that,  as  he  that 
hath  called  us  is  holy,  we  fhould  be  holy  in  all  man- 
ner of  converfation  ^,  which  is  impoflible  to  be  fevered, 
fo  that  the  former  fhould  be  without  the  latter ;  for, 
BS  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  /peaks ^ 
fo  out  of  the  fame  abundance  the  hand  worketh ;  and 
the  fanctification  of  the  mind  can  as  ill  be  contained 
within,  the  heart,  without  fome  expreffion  in  the  life, 
as  any  other  temper  or  difpofition  of  the  mind  can  be 
Teflrained  from  difcovering  itfelf.     That  communion 

*  2  Cor.  V.  1.5.    Tit.  ii.  14.  'to  the  same  purpose. 

*  Coloss.  iii.  10,       *  1  Pet  i.  13. 
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that  Mqfes  had  with  God  in  the  Mount,  imprinted  a 
glory  on  his  face ;  and  that  image  of  God,  the  con- 
formity of  the  heart  unto  him,  will  fliine  through  into 
the  life ;  and  that  out  of  a  double  principle :  1 .  As  a 
connatural  confequence  of  the  inward  difpofition.  2. 
Out  of  the  love  and  obedience  to  God :    *  That  men 

*  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 

*  which  is  in  heaven  ^J  So  that  when  I  pray  that  the 
Name  of  God  may  he  fanAified,  I  do  defire  that  God 
would  in  Chrift  reimprint  his  image  upon  man,  that 
he  would  renew  him  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,  nnd  re- 
ftore  him  to  a  conformity  to  his  Divine  Will,  which 
is  our  fandification  ^ ;  and  that  the  outward  conver- 
fation  of  men  may  be  fuitable  to  this  inward  confor- 
,jLnity,  in  all  obedience  to  ihe  good  pleafure  of  God ; 
that  as  they  profefs  his  Name,  lb  they  may  appear  to 
be  his  workmanfliip, '  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good 

*  works  3  ;'  '  and  walk  worthy  of  God  '^ ;'  *  that  others 

*  beholding  their  good  works  may  glorify  God^/ 

Now,  the  ofpoftte  to  this  petition  is  blafphemy  ;  curf- 
ing  the  Name  of  God  (for  to  that  heighth  of  villainy 
the  corruption  of  nature  hath  rifen)  that  that  fearful 
and  terrible  name  hath  not  efcaped  the  blafphemous 
tongues  of  men,  defpiling  his  Majefty  ^.'      What  is 

*  the  Aifcighty  that  we  fliould  ferve  him7  ?'  '  Who  is 
^  the  Lord  that  I  fhould  obey  his  voice  ^P*  Taking 
his  name  in  vain,  ufmg  it  lightly  or  irreverently. 
It  is  a  terrible  name,  and  not  to  be  ufed  without  fum- 
moning  up  all  the  awe  and  reverence  of  our  hearts ; 
or  falfely,  either  in  folemn  oaths,  fwearing  falfely  by 
his  name,  or  pretending  meffages  from  him  that  he 
never  fent  9 ;  prophefying  lies  in  his  name,  whereby  a 
difhonour  is  brought  upon  his  truth.  Pride,  arrogancy, 
and  felf-admiration,  thefe  intercept  the  glory  due  unto 
God,  and  ufurp  that  which  is  only  due  unto  him,  and 
moft  dear  unto  him.    '  My  glory  will  not  I  give  to  an- 

»  Matth.  V.  l6.     M  Thess.  iv.  3.      '  Ephcs.  ii.  10.     '*  1  Thess.  ii.  12. 
'  1  Per.  ii.  1'^  *^  Psal.  xcix.  3.     Dcut.  xxviii.  .^S.      '  Job  xxi.  15. 

M'.xcd.  V.  '2.  ^' Jer.  xiv.  U. 

^  Other.' 
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*  other  ^'  Therefore  God  doth  in  a  fpecial  manner  hate  ^ 
and  refill  it  and  them  3.  When  Herod  intercepted  the 
glory  of  the  people,  and  entertained  it,  and  gave  not 
God  the  glory,  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  him  *. 
And  when  the  great  king  was  puffed  up  with  th^ 
greatnefs  of  his  glory  and  power,  then  the  meffage 
comes  that  the  kingdom  is  departed  from  him  ^.  And^ 
commonly  God  takes  that  feafon  to  punifh  the  whole 
ftock  of  fins  that  a  man  hath  committed,  when  his 
heart  is  moft  lifted  up :   '  Pride  goeth  before  deftruc- 

*  tion  ^.*  Again,  prefumptuous  fins,  thefe  bid  defiance 
to  the  Name  of  God,  to  his  Truth,  his  Juftice,  his 
Power,  his  prefence7.  The  jealoufy  of  God  will 
fmoke  againft  fuch  a  man.  Scandalous  fins  in  thofe 
that  bear  or  profefs  the  Name  of  God  ^.  By  this  oc- 
cafion  is  given  to  the  enemies  of  God  to  blafpheme. 
Inadvertence  and  want  of  confideration  of  the  Works 
of  God ;  '  becaufe  they  regard  not  the  works  of  the 

*  Lord,  nor  the  operations  of  his  hands ;  therefore  fliall 

*  he  deftroy  them,  and  not  build  them  up  9.'  God 
therefore  doth  difpenfe  many  of  his  works  of  provi- 
dence, that  men  (hould  wifely  confider  of  his  doings, 
and  declare  his  works  ^^.  This  inadvertence  partly  dif- 
appointeth  God  of  his  end,  and  robbeth  him  of  his 
glory.  Mifapplication  of  events  either  to  falfe  caufes, 
idols,  fate,  fortune,  or  only  to  fecond  caufes,  without 
the  due  attribution  of  all  to  the  moft  wife  and  power- 
ful counfel  of  the  mighty  Lcrd  ^  ^  *  And  thou  fay  in  thy 

*  heart.  My  power,  and  the  might  of  my  hand,  hath 

*  gotten  me  this  wealth  ;  but  thou  fhalt  remember  the 
'  Lord  thy  God  ;  for  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee  power  to 
'  get  wealth.*  So  for  promotion  ^^^  viftory  ^3,  *  O  y^ 
^  Jyrian^  the  rod  of  mine  anger  ^-^Z  But,  '  he  faith,  by 
'  the  ftrength  of  mine  hand  have  I  done  this,  and  by 
'  my  wifdom/     And,  as  in  things  concerning  others, 

^  Isaiah  xlviii.  11.  *  Prov,  vi.  17.     Piiov.  vi.  19.  ^  Jam.  iv.  6. 

*  Acts  xii.  '23.'     *  Dan.  iv.  31.       ""  Prov,  xvi.  18.      '  Dcut.  xxix.  20. 

*  \^  Sam.  xii.  14.  ^  Psalm  xxviii.  .5.  ^°  Pialm  Ixiv.  9. 
-' Dcut.  viii.  17,  18^   "  Psahiilx.w.  0.    ^Msaiahx.  5.   "  Isaiah  x.  IS. 
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this  obfervation  is  to  be  ufed,  fo  principally  in  the 
occurrences  and  providences  concerning  thyfelf ;  to 
labour  to  know  that  all  things  that  befall  thee,  come 
irom  the  moft  Wife  and  Juft  hand  of  God ;  in  all 
thy  bleffings  acknowledge  his  mercy,  and  labour  to 
find  him  m  them ;  in  all  thy  afflifUons  acknowledge 
ibk  juftice  and  his  wifdom ;  labour  to  find  out  the^ 
caufe  J  and  give  him  the  glory. 

Now,  concerning  the  order  cf  this  petition ;  it  fell 
.not  f»  the  firfi  place  by  chance  j  but  he  that  was  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Father,  placed  it  there  upon  moft  jufl: 
reafons. 

.  1 .  The  glory  cf  God  is  that  which  is  firft  to  be  fought 
for,  becaufe  it  is  the  chief  end  of  God  in  all  things, 
and  that  whTcli  he  principally  intended.  He  made  all 
things  for  his  glory  ^  The  firft  and  higheft  duty  of 
man  is  to  love  God,  and  love  to  God  will  carry  tl^e 
heart  to  defire  that  firft,  which  God  firft  wills  j  in  fo 
touch  as  if  the  glory  of  God  muft  be  loft,  or  the  foul 
that  loves  him,  the  perfeftion  of  love  will  choofe  the 
prefervation  of  his  glory,  rather  than  of  itfelf^  if  it 
were  poffible  2. 

2.  It  is  the  juftefl:  and  only  tribute  that  all  creatures 
can  return  to  God  for  their  being  and  bleffing.  Such 
is  bis  infinite  felf-fufiiciency,  that  it  is  impoflible  he  can 
receive  any  good  from  them  that  receive  their  being 
fifom  him.     *  If  thou  be  righteous,  what  givefi  thou 

*  him  3/  *  My  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  thee  *.*  But 
the  return  of  the  honour  or  glory,  and  acknowledging 
of  his  goodnefs  in  all  that  the  creature  can  give,  and  he  is 
pleafed  to  accept.   ^  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  (halt 

*  gferify  me*.*     *  What  fhall  I  return  unto  the  Lord 

*  for  all  his  benefits  to  me  ?     I  will  take  the  cup  of 

*  falvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  theLord^.'  *  Thou 

*  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  Glory,  and  Hoxu)u|,^ 

*  and  Power,  for  thou  haft  created  all  things,  and  fof 

*  thy  pleafure  Aey  are  and  were  created  v.*    And,  ac- 

*  Isaiah  xliii.  7i  SI-     *  Exod.  xxxii. 52.  Roni.  ix.  5.     *  JcA>^snanr.  7. 

*  Psahn  xvi.  2.    '^  Psalm  I.  15.    ^  Psalm  cxvi.  12.     ^  ReveL  iv,  11. 

QC^djuji; 
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*6rdif!g  to  this  debt  of  duty,  which  the  creatures  owe 
to'  God  for  their  being,  fo  we  find  them,  according  tcf 
their  feveral  capacities  ahd  conditions,  bringing  in  dbeiir 
tribute.    ^  And  every  creature  which  is  in  tieaven,  and 

*  earth,  and  fn  the  fea,  heard  I  faying,  Bleffing,  Honour^ 
^  Glory,  and  Power,  be  unto  him  that  fi'tteth  on  the 
^  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever  K^ 

'  3.  It  is  the  beft  preparation  for  the  heart,  that  ap- 
proacheth  to  God  in  prayer  to  be  firft  taken  up  withal : 
if  in  the  ordinary  anions  of  our  nature  the  glory  of 
God  fbould  afted  our  heart,  and  be  the  end  at  which 
we  fhould  aim,  '  Whether  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  what* 

*  foever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God  ^ :'  And  if 
the  Son  of  God  in  this  pattern  of  prayer  begins  his 
petStions  with  the  fandifying  of  his  name,  it  is  certainly 
moft  neceflary  that  the  heart  of  him  that  fers  upon 
this  dutyj  be  talcen  up  with  the  confideration  of  the 
honour  and  majefty  of  him,  who  v/ill  be  feoftified  by 
all  that  draw  near  unto  him  ;  and  to  carry  that  end 
through  all  our  prayers;  left  while  we  repeat  ths 
Words  of  this  petition,  we  take  the  Name  of  God  in 
vain,  feemingly  praying  for  the  glorifying  ^  of  that 
Name,  which  we  at  the  fame  time  difhoriour ;  :  either 
for  "want  of  a  due  confideration  of  his  Majefl:y*,  or  for 
want  of  making  his  Glory  the  rule  and  end  of  our 
Piiayers.  This  firft  petition  therefore  'requires  that  thi 
heart  be  duly  alFeded  with  the  Glory  of  that  Nanie, 

.  which'k  invokes,  and  duly  acted  and  'dire£ied  to  .that 
glofy  ;  and  that  this  petition  be  drawn  through  alt  tlie 
reft-  at  our  requefts.  -  ' 

Thefeenfuing  conftderaticns  therefore  irife  from  th6 
placing  of  this  petition  firft  in  this-  pi-ay tr :      *  -        •:  • 

1 .-  As  thou  prayeft  that  his  Name  be  kallowsdyio  in 
all  thy  requefts  labour  to  fantUfy  the  Lord  in  thy 
teeart ;  fandity  him  in  his  greatnefs  and  Majefty  with 
nonourabl(i  and  reverend  thoughts  of  him  in  thy  hearty 
with  an  awful  and  humble  carriage 'both  of  thy  inward 
^'d  6atVvard  man,  as  in  tbeprdenc6  of  the  Gi'feit  and 

•"-  '  Revel.  V.  1.3.  *  I  Cor.  x.  31. 

2  I  3  Glorious 
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Glorious  King  of  Heaven  and  Earth  ;  fanftify  him  in. 
his  authority  and  fovereignty,  by  calling  upon  him  in 
bbedience  to  his  command  and  will,  who  hath  com- 
manded it ;  by  acknowledgment  of  thy  dependance; 
upon  him:  fanftify  him  in  power,  and  all-fufBciency,* 
by  calling  thyfelf  upon  him,  who  is  mighty  to  fave, 
and  to  fulfil  thy  mod  extenfive  and  large  requefts: 
fandify  him  in  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  which  is  in- 
^iijdtely  more  large  to  pardon  thy  fins,  to  fupply  thy 
wants,  and  to  fill  thee  with  all  good  things,  than  thy 
neceflities  or  the  widefl:  compafs  of  thy  foul  can  be  to 
alk :  fanftify  him  in  his  truth  and  faithfuhiefs,  by  a 
recumbence  and  a  refting  upon  his  promifes,  that  no 
one  thing  (hall  fail  of  all  the  good  things  that  he  hath 
fpoken,  that  no  man  fhall  feek  his  face  in  vain  ;  that 
he  that  hath  faid,  whatfoever  thou  fhalt  alk  in  his  Son's 
name  he  will  give  it:  that  he  that  hath  granted  us  accefs 
unto  him  upon  the  purchafe  of  his  Son's  Blood,  will 
in  no  fort  rejefl:  thofe  requefts  which  he  himfelf  hath 
commanded  thee  to  make, 

2.  As  thou  prayeft  in  thefirft  place,  that  his  Name 
may  be  fanfliified  ;  fo  let  that  be  the  end  of  all  thy 
requefts.  Be  fure  thou  aflc  not  any  thing  which  may 
not  be  fuitable  to  that  end,  much  lefs  contrary  to  it. 
And  in  what  thou  aflceft  agreeable  to  that  end,  let  it 
be  like  wife  for  that  end.  A  Ik  not  thy  daily  bread  for 
thy  lufts,  but  that  thou  maycft  glorify  him  by  it,  and 
for  it.  A{k  not  pardon  for  thy  fin  barely  for  thy  eaie 
from  punifhment,  much  lefs  to  make  room  for  new 
offences,  but  that  thereby  his  Mercy  and  Truth  may 
be  magnified,  and  his  creature  reftored  to  a  con- 
dition aftively  to  ferve  him,  and  glorify  him.  The  end 
is  firft  in  intention,  and  is  i  hat  which  draws  out  all  the 
adions,  and  orders  and  direfts  them  to  that  end  ;  and 
every  aftion  taftes  and  relifheth  of  that  end.  Since 
therefore  the  fanftifying  of  the  name  of  God  is,  or 
fhould  be  thy  chief  end,  and  therefore  is  firft  in  thy 
requefts  ;  let  all  thy  requefts  and  prayers  be  primarily 

and 
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and  chiefly  direfted  to  this,  that  is,  or  fhould  be,  thy 
chiefeft  end. 

S.  As  the  Glory  of  God  fliould  be  the  chief  of  thy ' 
defires,  fo  confequently  muft  it  be  the  meafure  of  them. 
That  which  is  the  chiefeft  end  muft  control  and  over- 
rule  all  other  fubordinate  ends,  if  they  cojne  in  com- 
petition with  it.  For  as  it  is  of  greateft  value,  fo  it 
is  of  greateft  force.  Whatfoever  therefore  thou  alkeft,  let 
it  be  ftill  with  fubordinatipn  to  the  CJIoryof  God ;  and 
be  rather  contented  to  be  difappointed  in  thy  other  in- 
ferior ends,  than  that  this  fliould  in  the  leaft  degree 
be  difappointed  :  only  know,  and  reft  aflured  of  this 
truth,  That  fuch  is  the  great  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom  of 
Gond,  that  he  hath  placed  all  thofe  requefts  which  are 
of  ^folute  neceffity  to  be  granted  thee,  in  fuch  an 
order  and  patl^,  that  the  granting  of  them  always 
Qonfifts  with  his  Glory  ;  and  whilft  thou  feekeft  them, 
thou  canft  not  mifs  of  glorifying  him  ;  and  therefore 
thou  m^yeft  be  fure  the  making  of  his  Glory  the 
meafure  of  thy  requefts,  (hall  never  difappoint  thee 
in  them :  fuch  as  are  the  pardoning  thy  fins,  the 
delivering  thee  from  being  finally  overcome  with 
fpiiitual  evils  :  but  thy  other  requefts,  for  temporal 
benefits  or  deliverances,  or  the  particular  circumftances 
of  thofe  other,  as  the  manifeftation  or  afTurance  of 
pardon,  the  degrees  of  fpiritual  bleffings,  or  the  feafons 
of  granting  them,  thefe  may  not  always  lie  in  the  road- 
way of  his  Glory.  Be  content  in  thefe  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  let  them  ftill  be  alked  with  fubordination  to 
this  great  end ;  but  be  afTured  that  by  preferring  his 
Glory  as  thy  chief  end,  and  fubjeding  the  fulfilling  of 
thy  requefts  to  the  Glory  of  God,  thou  fhalt  be  no 
lofer  in  the  end.  Never  any  man  was  a  lofer,  nor 
ever  flic^ll  be,  that  principally  intends  the  Glory  of 
God,  though  to  the  difappointment  of  his  own  par- 
ticular ends.  Thou  l\aft  done  thy  duty  in  aiking,  and 
m  afking  with  this  reftriftion,  if  it  tend  moft  for  the 
plca*y  of  God.  And  thou  haft  done  thy  duty  in  bdng 
contented^  and-  rejoicing  that  thy  very  requeft  is  di(^ 
j^  2  I  4  appointed. 
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appbiDtedj  if  God  receive  Glory  thereby  ;  for  thou  haft 

that  which  thou  didft  in  the  firfl  place  defire  ;  arid  bad 

thy  particular  requeft  been  granted,  and  the  Glory  of 

thy  Maker  fuffered  thereby,   thou  hadft  been  di&p- 

pointed  in  this  firft  and  great  petition,  fanSified  be  thy 

Name ;  which  thou  haft  carried  along  with  thee  as  the 

qualificatbn  of  all  the  reft  of  thy  requefts,  and  as  that 

which  thou  haft  as  it  were  prayed  over  again  in  every 

other  petition  thou  haft  made,     Aflure  thyfelf,  if  thou' 

canft  take  delight  in  the  Glory  of  God,  though  to  thy 

own  particular  damage,  God  will   more  abundantly 

recompence  thy  feeking   of  his  glory,  than  that  very 

petition  which  is  denied  could  have  done^  if  granted. 

Thou  ferveft  a  Bountiful  Mafter,  that  will   furely  re^ 

compence   thy  love  of    his  glory,    above  thy  own 

particular  advantage.     And  thou  ferveft  a  wife  Mafter, 

that  will  recompence  thee  in  fuch  a  kind,  or  at  fucfc  a 

feafon,  as  fhall  be  more  fuitable,   and  more  comfort* 

2lbie,  than  if  thou  hadft  been  thy  own  carver.     And 

this  thou  fhalt  clearly  and  fenfibly  find,  that  which 

thou  didft  in  the  firft  place  a{k,  is  granted  in  kind, 

VIZ.  the  Honour  of  God  ;  and  that  which  thou  didft  afk 

for  thyfelf,  though  denied  in  kind,  is  the  more  granted 

in  value,  thy  own  particular  benefit.     Our  Saviour 

prayed  that  that  bitter  cup  of  death  might  pafs  frbm' 

him,  yet  with  fubmiffion  to  the  will  and  Glory  of  Crod, 

yet  his  foul  muft  be  made  an  offering  for  fin  'j  and  it 

Was  fo.     The  Glory  and  the  Truth  of  God'  requir^th 

it :  yet  he  was  heitred  in  that  he  feared  ^ ;  he  fuflfers  him 

to  die,  but  raifeth  him  from  death  ;  and  he  Jcnv  ef  the 

travail  of  his  foul^  and  w^sfatisfled^  ;  thou  pray  eft  for 

deliverance  from  any  afSidion,  from  a  difeafe^  from 

poverty,  /or  knowledge  or  aflfurance  in  fuch  a  degr^. 

It  may  be  k  will  not  be  fo  much  for  the  Glory  of  God 

to  grant  it,  or  to  grant  it  yet,  as  for  the  prefettt  to  deny 

it.     Fnrfl:  therefore  pray,  iby  nafne  be  haifazvedi  and 

though  I  am  for  the  pi*efent  denied,    it  is  enough  j  I 

am  abundantly  agafwered,  if  G^ad  be  glorified,  though' 

»  Matdi.  xxn.  SQ.  ♦  Heb.  v.  r.  '  haiab  JlTi.  11. 
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!  be  deided.  Thou  (halt  find  that  none  that  wait  ofJOft 
ttfrii^H  be  aftamed  ;  if  he  grant  thee  not  deliver* 
anc^y  he  wDl  give  thee  fuflicient  gf*^ ;  if  he  deny  thy 
recbVerVj  he  "will  give  thee  patience ;  if  he  deny  theef 
ribhes,'  he  \tdil  give  thee  coriteniednefs ;  if  h^  deny 
theethsit  meafure  of  grace,  he  will  granr  thee  hurai- 
ifty  J  if  he  deny  thee  that  degree  of  affurance,  he  will 
giVte'  thee  dependance.  So  that  though  thbU  vraJkcft  in- 
dMcbds^  for  a  while,  and  haft  no  light,  yet  thou  ihaif 
tSMlim  the  nam*  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  thy 
66d  ^,  fiich  is  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  while  we  feek 
1^  Glory  in-'the  firft  place^  and  6ther  things  with  lUb- 
clKilnafion  to  it,  oi»r  other  requeft  (hall  be  glraHled' 
dtber  in  kind,  or  compenfation. 


i. 


Thy  Kingikm  Come.   * 

Thje  Kingdom  of  God  \i2^\/ei'eral  acceptations 
!•  His  iiniverfal  kingdom.    The  kingdom  C'/  hisfro^ 
vid^me^  which  extendeth  to  all  the  aftions  and  events 
of  ^l  his  crecUurtSy  even  to  the  falling  of  a  I'parrow  ^. 

*  Tlfc^Xord  haih  prepared  his  throne  in  heaven ;  his 

*  kiugdom  ruleth  over  all  /  '  He  ruleth  by  his  power 

*  for  ever,  his  eyes  behold  the  nations  3/  And  this  he 
dpth.by  planting  originally  in  his  creatures  their  feveral 
lavfs  or  rules  by  which  they  move ;  by  derivation  of 
a  cc^tiniial  influence  whereby  they  are  fupported  and 
pueferved  in  their  feveral  motions,  operations .  and  be- 
ingSi.  which  if  he  Ihould  withdraw  but  om*  moment j  ail 
things  would  return  to  their  nothing ;  but  corre6Ung 
aiaid  over-ruling  of  all  things,  fometimes  contrary:  to 
tbeirnature,  tofhew  his  freedom  and fovereignty  ;  but 
always  by  the  mingling  and  interweaving  of  the  ac- 
tions; and  motions  of  one  creature  v^dthajiother;. by 
yrhkb  conjunftuvcs,  though  to  us  accidental,  bt 
brmgs  about  moft  wife  and  various  events^  according 
t6.hi«  own  counfel  zSo  that  while  natural  agents  mwe 
neceffarily  according  to  their  natures,  voluntary  agents 
W>ve£rQ^ly  according  to  their  liberty,  contingent  agents 

'  Isaiah  I.  10.      .   VPsal.  ciii.  19.     Mattb.  x.  29.    Lukexii.  6. 
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move  and  are  moved  contingently ;  yet  every  one  of 
them  apart,  and  all  of  them  together,  are  guided  and 
managed  to  the  moft  infallible  fulfilling  of  his  moft 
wife  and  free  counfeL  And  by  this  kingdom  all  things 
in  the  world  though  to  us  feemingly  cafual  and  con* 
fufed,  are  led  to  ends,  and  by  means,  which  they  then)* 
felves  neither  fee  nor  intend.     But  the  fame  is  nioftt 
admirably  evinced  and  difcovered  in  the  Sacred .  Hit 
tory ;  wherein  we  fee  how  his  detem^nate  and.  pofi- 
tive  counfels  are  mofl  infallibly,  and  yet  moft.  ilrangi^y: 
brought  about,  through  divers  varieties  of  acUons  an^ 
events  feemingly  moft  cafual,  fometimes  exprefsly  con»; 
trary,  but  always  befides  the  minds,  intentions  or  de- 
figns  of  the   inftruments    and  means,  as  is  evident, 
among  divers  others,  fo  efpecially  in  thefe  ;   viz.  that 
counfel   of  God ',  and  the  ftrange  conjunftures  that 
were  ufed  to  efFeft  it,  that  happened  from  the  diflike 
that  grew  between  Jojei  b  and  his  brethren,  ////  the  go^ 
ing  of  Jacob  into  Egypt ^  and  the  prophecy  of  Gen.  xv. 
16;,  and  the  ftrange  varieties  that  were  ufed  to  fulfil 
it,  from  the  time  that  the  Egyptian  king  grew  jealous' 
of  them,  till  their  coming  into  Canaan ;  that  ever  to 
be  admired  counfel  and  promife  of  God,  of  fending 
Chrift,  and  his  fuft'ering  for  mankind,  firft  manifefted 
in  Paradife  ^.     And  all  the  feveral  particular  predic- 
tions of  him  and  concerning  him,  and  the  moft  won* 
derful  connexion  of  millions  of  events,  many  of  them 
feemingly  inconfiderable,  all  of  them  feemingly  cafual^ 
tbrgugh  the  whole  feries  of  4000  years,  led  on  to  the 
fulfilling  of  it,  even  from  the  Sin  of  Jdam  till  the 
Death  of  Chrift ;  and  the  Revelation  of  that  Mercy, 
for  the  fake  of  which  the  World  was  created*     To 
thefe  may  be  added  the  counfels  and  prophecies  erf 
the  rejedion  of  the  JewSy  the  defolations  of  the  ten** 
.  pie,  the  converfion  pf  the  Genlies.     For  the  moft  cef-" 
.  tain  fulfilling  whereof,  it  is  moft  confpicuous,  that  att 
thei  conjunctures  of  natural,  voluntary,  cafual  agents 
and  events,  were  moft  infallibly  and  certainly  managed 

*  Gen.  XV.  13.  *  Geu.  iii.  15..   * 
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by  the  mod  powerful  hand  of  God.  And  this  king- 
dom is  not  that  which  is  principally  intended  in  this 
petition ;  for  this  kingdom  hath  been,  and  is  come, 
ever  fince  the  Creation ;  only  it  fliould  be  our  defire, 
that  the  true  and  wife  knowledge  and  obfervation  of  this 
kingdom  may  enter  into  the  hearts  of  all  men,  that 
thereby  we  may  admire  and  adore  his  wifdv>m  and 
power  in  the  governing  and  difpofing  of  all  things  ; 
that  we  may  depend  upon  his  all-fufficiency,  fubmit 
imto  the  dilpenfiitions  of  his  government,  attribute  all 
the  fucceffes,  events  and  occurrences  in  the  world,  to 
his  Juftice,  Power  and  Providence. 

2.  His  Kmgdom  over  his  reajmahle  creatures  ;  Men 
and  Angels ;  which  though  they  were  under  the  ge- 
neral kingdom  of  his  Providence  in  the  confideration 
above,  mentioned,  yet  they  are  under  a  more  efpecial 
kmgdom  than  other  creatures.  To  thefe  he  hath  givea 
miderftanding  and  will,  and  fo  they  are  capable  not 
only  to  a  fubjedion  to  the  will  of  his  counfel,  as  they 
are  creatures,  but  of  an  aftive  obedience  to  the  will  of 
his  command  [as  they  are  reafonable  creatures,  j  and 
fo  are  fubjefts  of  his  Juftice  ui  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments,  as  well  as  of  his  power.  And  in  reference  to 
this  kingdom  it  is  faid,  '  Juftice  and  judgment  are 

*  the  habitation  of  his  throne  *.'     And,  '  The  Scep- 

*  tre  of  his  Kingdom  is  a  right  Sceptre  ^.*  Now  the 
adminjl ration  of  this  Kingdom  confifteth  efpecially  in 
thefe  things :  1 .  In  giving  the  Children  of  Men  a  Law 
to  be  their  rule.  2.  In  difpenfing  Rewards  and  Punifli- 
ments  according  to  the  obedience  or  difobedience  of 
this  Law.     S.  In  Protedion. 

1.  As  touching  the  laws  given  to  Man:  In  the  firft 
creation  of  Man  he  did  acquaint  Man  with  his  Will 
and  Mind,  and  furely  by  fome  fpecial  manifeftation  of 
ft,  did  reveal  that  law  unto  him  which  Ihould  be  a  rule 
of  righteoufnefs  to  him  and  all  his  pofterity.  And  as 
he  gave  to  all  things  propenfions,  inclinations,  and  mo- 
lions  fuitable  to  the  feveral  degrees  of  their  beings,  fo  to 

*  Psal.  Lxxxix.  It.  »  Psal.  xlv.  6. 
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Man  he  gave  a  Law  or  rule  fiiitabl^  to  h2<5  nature,  and 
by  a  manifeitatioii  convenient  for  tlie  condition  of  his 
nature.     And  thou;yh  man  bv  his  Fall  introduced  that 
diforder  and  difconfonnity  to  that  law,  whereby  he  be- 
came  unable  to  keep  it ;  yet  many  of  thofe  princi- 
ples of  righteoufnefs  which  God  had  manifefted  unto 
him,  he  retained  in  his  knowledge,  and  traduced  ^  to  his 
pofterity.     And  thefe  as  they  grew  corrupted  by  the 
corruptions  of  our  nature,  and  forgotten,  fo  he  did  re- 
imprint  them  upon  men  by  the  fcveral  acts  of  his  Pro^ 
vidence :  fometimes  by  new  publication  of  his  law  un- 
to fome  perfons,  which  was  by  that  means  traduced 
over  to  divers  others :  thus  the  Law  given  to  Noah^  the 
Law  given  to  the  7^ttv,  was  queJiionlefs  propagated 
and  derived  over  to  others  bv  tradition  and  relation : 
fometimes  by  enlightning  and  exciting  men    of  emi- 
nence, as  divere  of  the  Heathen  lawgivers,  who  were 
eminent  in  their  generations ;  but  moft  ordinarily  and 
univerfally  fending  down  into  the  canfciences  of  men 
fome  difcoveries  of  his  Will,  and  inclinations  to  ac- 
knowledge them,  and  to  obey  them  -.     A  I^aw  written 
in  their  Hearts,  their  Confcienccs  alfo  bearing  vvitnefs* 
So  that  there  can  fcarcely  be  found  any  time  or  perfoA 
wherein  God's  providence  did  not  by  fome  of  thefe 
ways  convey,  at  leaft  fome  direftions  of  righteoufnefs^ 
wliich  (hould  be  the  rule  by  which  they  Ihould  live^, 
and  by  which  they  ihould  be  judged.     '  So  that  they 
'  that  have  finned  without  the  Law,  ihall  peritb  without 
^  the  Law ;  and  they  that  have  finned  in  the  Law,  flial! 
*  be  judged  by  the  Law  3  ;'  that  is,  fomewhstt  of  the 
Will  of  God  touching  righteoufnefs  is  derived  to  all 
men,  though  to  fome  more,  to  fome  lefs ;  to  fome  by 
a  more  clear  difpenfation  ;  to  fome  by  a  moi^e  obfcure 
difpenfation :  yet  fuch  is  the  exact  Juitice  of  God,  that 
though  he  might  judge  all  mankind  according  to  the 
exadeft  rule  of  his  law,  given  to  man  even  in  his  in- 
nocency,  yet,  that  every  mouth  may  be  ftopp'^d,  he 
will  judge  them  according  to  fo  much  of  his  Law  as 

'  iiansmittccL  *  Rom.  ii.  id.  ^iloin.  ii.  1-2. 
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he  hath  communicated  to  them.  He  will  not  judge 
the  Heathen  that  never  heard  of  the  Law  of  God^  fo 
clearly  publiihed  to  the  Jews^  by  that  Law ;  but  by 
that  manifeftation  or  convidion  of  rlghteoufnefs  that 
he  hath.  Thus  if  he  fin  he  fhall  be  condemned  with^ 
out  the  Law,  that  is,  without  calling  in  any  other  law 
to  judge  him  by,  than  that  law  wliich  hath  been  ia 
Tome  meafure  declared  unto  him, 

2.  As  the  Adminiftradon  of  this  Kingdom  over  Mea 
is  by  giving  them  a  Law,  fo  there  is  likewife  an  execur 
iion  of  that  law  by  reward  oi  Obedience,  and  by  funijht^ 
ments  of  Difobedience.  And  this  God  publifhed  in  the 
infancy  of  the  world,  '  If  thou  doft  well,  fhalt  thou 

*  oot  be  accepted  ?  and  if  thou  doft  not  well,  fin  lieth 

*  at  the  door  *.*  '  Thou  rendreft  to  every  man  accord- 

*  ittg  to  his  works  2. '  Difobedience  to  this  Law  of  God^ 
obhgeth  to  punifhment  upon  a  double  ground :  1 .  As 
a  natural  and  juft  confequence  of  an  unjuft  violatioa  of 
a  juft  duty,  inafmuch  as  every  creature  owes  an  hv 
finite  fubjedlion  and  obedience  to  the  fovereign  com* 
mands  of  him  that  gives  it  being.  2.  As  a  confequence 
of  that  fandion  that  is  exprefsly  annexed  to  the  law  So 
given:  *  In  the  day  that  thou  jeateft  thereof  thou  fhalt 

*  d}e  the  death.'  Obedience.on  the  other  fide  is  follow* 
ed  with  a  reward,  not  out  of  ,a  natural  confequence, 
ora-proportion  betwe^  the  obedience  and  the  reward:; 
for,  every  creature  owes  obedience  to  God,  though 
there  were  no  reward  at  all;  we  have  therein  done  b^t 
our  duty,  and  God  cannot  be  a  debtor  to  the  b/aft  .of 
his  creatures  for  their  beft  works:  '  If  thou  be  rlghteoujsi, 

*  what  giveft  thou  him^?'  But  out  of  the  free  Goodn/eis 
and  Bounty  of  oiu:  Lawgiver,  who  is  pleafed  to  mabe 
h^unfelf  a  debtor  to  his  creatures  obedience^  by  his  free 
promife  of  a  reward,  and  annexing  of  it  to  the  obedi- 
ence  of  this  law ;  alfo  *  to  thee,  O  Lord,  belongeth 

*  mercy,  for  thou  rendreft  to  every  man  according  to 

*  his  works  ^ ; '  As  if  he  fliould  have  faid,  '  O  Lord,  all 

*  thy  creatures  owe  an  univerfal  fubjeftion  and  obedi* 

'  Gen.  iv.  7^    ^  PsaL  Ixil.  1^.      ^  Job  xxxv.  7.     *  Fsal.  kiu  12- 
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*  ence  to  thy  command,  and  when  they  have  done  what 

*  thou  commandeft,  they  pay  bat  the  juft  tribute  xmto 
^  Thee  for  their  being ;  and  therefore  when  they  have 
'  done  all  that  thou  requireft,  they  muft  fit  down  and 
'  fay,  We  are  unprofitable  fervants,  we  have  done  but 
'  what  was  our  duty,  and  cannot  challenge  any  rewards 
'  at  thy  hands.  They  owe  Thee  more  for  their  being 
'  that  thou  haft  already  given  them,  than  all  their  fer- 

*  vice  and  obedience  can  amount  unto.  It  is  thy  mercy, 

*  not  thy  juftice,  that  hath  annexed  any  further  reward 

*  to  that  duty  which  we  owe  unto  Thee.  All  the  chal- 

*  lenge  that  thy  creature  can  make  to  any  reward  of 

*  his   choiceft  obedience,    is  ftill  founded   upon  thy 

*  mercy,  who  (though  we  are  in  all  this  but  unprofita- 

*  ble  fervants)  art  pleafed  to  be  to  us  a  Bountiful 

*  Mafter,  in  giving  that  reward  to  the  obedience  of 
^  thy  creature,  which  only  thine  own  free  goodnefs  did 
^  at  firft  freely  promife  ;  even  fo.  Lord,  becaufe  Mercy 

*  pleafeth  thee.* 

3.  In  his  moft  wife  and  fpecial  providing  for  them, 
dljpoftng  of  them,  and  prot eking  of  them.  The  general 
providence  of  God  reacheth  every  creature;  but  if 
that  Infinite  Wifdom  and  Power  can  admit  of  any  de- 
grees in  the  way  of  its  execution,  it  is  more  eminently,  at 
leaft,  afted  in  his  Kingdom  over  his  reafonable  crea- 
tures :  '  Fear  not,  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many 

*  fparrows  ^'  *  Shall  he  not  much  more  clothe  you  2?' 
And  this  fpecial  difpenfation  of  this  Kingdom  is  feen 
more  efpecially  in  difpofmg  and  ordering  of  the  ways 
and  events  of  particular  men  :  '  Man's  goings  are  of 

*  the  Lord  :  how  can  a  man  then  underfland  his  own 

*  way  3  ?  •  Of  Societies  or  Companies  of  Men,  *  hath 
'  determined   the   times   before   appointed,    and  the 

*  bounds  of  their  habitations ^\'  In  protefting  them 
againft  the  power  and  malice  of  Evil  Angels,  rcftraifl- 
ing  them  from  thofe  evils  that  their  malice  and  natural 
power  is  able  and  willing  to  eft'eft  ^\ 

»  Luke  xii.  7.     *  Matth.  vi.  30.     '  *  Pet.  i.  1 1.     Prov.  xxiv.  24- 
*  Acts  xvii.  26.      *  Job  i.  V2. 
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4.  His  Kingdom  over  bis  Church :  and  this  in  a  more 
efpecial  manner  is  the  Kingdom  of  God.  And  herein 
we  confider, 

1.  The  King  of  this  Kinjjdom  :  God  by  an  eternal 
decree  hath  appointed  his  Son,  our  I^ord  Jefus  Chrift^ 
the  King  of  this  Kingdom :  '  I  have  fet  my  King  upon 

*  my  holy  Hill  */  *  Rule  thou  in  the  midft  of  thine 

*  Enemies  2/  And  hence  it  is  called  frequently  the 
Kingdom  of  Chrift:  '  The  Kingdom  of  his  dear  Son^ :' 

*  The  EverlalUng  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 

*  Jefus  Chrift  •♦;'    and  fometimes   'the  Kingdom  of 

*  Chrift,  and  of  God  ^. '  The  Kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the 
immediate  adminiftration  of  it;  and  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  who  hath  delegated  and  fubftituted  him  unto 
this  adminiftration ;  Angels,  and  Authorities,  and 
Powers,  being  made  fubjeft  unto  him^.  Firft,  the 
•Kingdom  of  Chrift,  till  he  (hall  have  judged  all  men ; 
and  then  the  Kingdom  of  the  Father,  when  he  fhall 
deliver  up  the  Kingdom  to  his  Father,  that  God  may  be 
all  in  all  7.  And  the  regal  office  of  Chrift  over  his  Church 
principally  refpefteth  thefe  two  things :  1 .  In  conquer- 
ing to  himfelf  a  people,  l^he  whole  world  was  by  fin 
reduced  under  a  fubje£tion  to  an  ufurper,  the  Prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  Spirit  that  worketh  in  the 
Children  of  Difobedience.  And  this  Kingdom  of  his 
was  a  Kingdom  of  Darknefs,  *  Who  hath  delivered  us 

*  from  the  Power  of  Darknefs  ».'  And  the  fubjeds  of 
this  Kingdom  were  a  people  of  darknefs :  '  Ye  were 

*  fometimes  darknefs  9*  And  by  the  advantage  of  this 
darknefs,  this  Prince  of  darknefs,  governed  the  World 
as  he  pleafed  ;  for  they  knew  not  whither  they  went : 
and  by  and  from  this  darknefs,  this  Prince  led  them 
into  another  continent,  or  rather  condition  of  his  King- 
•dom,  a  Kingdom  of  Sin ;  and  Sin,  as  the  Vice- Roy  of 
this  Prince  of  darknefs,  did  reign  in  the  World,  and 
had  dominion  over  it  ^^,  And  by  Sin  he  led  his  fubjects 

'  Psal.  xxvi.  7.  *  Psal.  c\.  2.  '  Coloss.  i.  13.  **  I  Pet.  ii.  11. 
^  Kphcs.  V.  5.  ^  1  Pet.  iii.  ^2.  ^  1  Cor.  xv.  21,  '>S.  *  Colui^^.  i.  IJ. 
■■'•Kphes.  v>  y,     '''Rom.  vi.  IQ,  14. 
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into  another  region  of  his  Kingdonj,  into  the  Eingdont 
of  Death :  Sin  reigned  unto  death  ^  And  then  dead) 
reigned  2.  Now  as  God  was  pleafed,  by  a  Mighty  Han4, 
to  go  and  take  him  a  nation  from  the  midft  of  another 
j^ation  ^,  fo  Chrift  redeems  him  a  people  out  of  every 
tongue  and  kindred,  and  people  and  nation  *,  out  of  the 
midtt  of  his  enemies.  He  came  to  deftroy  the  works  of 
the  Devil  ^,  binds  this  iirong  man  that  kept  the  houie^ 
and  refcues  his  prifoners  from  him. 

1  He  came  a  light  into  the  world,  and  difpelled  vA 
fcattered  that  darknefs,  which  was  the  principal  engine 
whereby  the  Prince  of  this  world  did  rule.  *  The  hgbc 
^  (hined  into  darknefs,  and  the  darknefs  comprehended 
^  it  not  6. '  And  at  the  very  dawning  of  this  Light  into 
the  world,  the  Prince  of  darknefs  falls  from  he^iven  l|ke 
lightning  7,  And  this  was  that,  whereby  the  Prince  of 
this  world  was  judged ;  that  is,  all  his  deceits,  ^md  me« 
thods,  and  wiles,  and  abufes  of  mankind,  were  dif» 
covered  and  detefted^.  And  by  this  Light  we  are  tranC* 
lated  from  the  power  of  darknefs  intp  the  Kingdcfjgi 
of  his  Son  9,  are  become  partakers  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  Saints  of  Light  ^%  are  become  Light,  and 
children  of  the  Light  ^^ 

And  as  he  came  with  Light  to  take  away  that 
-%j;?/^*^^  darknefs  which  overfpread  the  world  ^*:  So, 
2*  he  came  with  a  treafury  oi  merit  to  expiate  the  guilit, 
and  a  treaiury  of  right eoufnefs  to  cover  the  ftain,  ard 
take  away  the  power  of  fin,  to  re-imprint  the  image  of 
God  that  was  defaced  by  fin,  to  refcue  the  heart  mm 
the  love  of  fin,  and  confequently  from  the  power 
fin;  to  tranfinit  into  the  foul  new  principles,  new 
affedions,  new  wills :  '  The  people  fhall  be  willing  i 
'  the  day  of  thy  power  ^3.'  As  he  came  with  Hght  i 
reflify  the  underftanding,  fo  he  came  with  righieoufr 
to  reftify  the  will :  the  llrength  of  a  King  refts  in 
love  and  will  of  hi§  people :  when  C'hrill  conquers  A^ 

»  Rom.  V.  91.  '  Rom.  v.  14.      ^  Dout.  iv.  ;U.      *  R«vcl.  vi.9. 

*  1  John  i;i.  8.  ®  John  i.  5.      "  Luke  x.  ly.      ^-  John  xviii.  II. 

•  Coloss.  i.  l.S.  ^<^  C()lo;<3,  i.  12.       *'  ICphcs.  v.  8.       '^  Isa.  fac  U 
*•  Psalm  ex.  a^ 

Will 
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Will  from  the  love  and  fubmiflion  to  fin,  he  conquer* 
Man  from  the  dominion  and  kingdom  of  fin. 

S.  And  as  thus  by  Light  he  conquered  the  king- 
dom of  darknefs,  and  by  righteoufnefs  the  kingdom  of 
fin ;  fo  he  comes  with  life  alfo,  and  conquers  us  from 
the  kingdom  of  death.  When  our  Saviour  died,  he  en- 
tered into  the  chambers  of  death,  and  conquered  this 
King  of  Terrors ;  took  away  the  malignity  and  fling  of 
it  by  taking  away  fin,  the  fling  of  death ;  healed  thefe 
bitter  waters  by  his  own  paffing  through  them,  and  by 
his  Refurredion  triumphed  over  the  power  of  Death 
for  us ;  by  the  virtue  of  that  Refurreftion  delivering 
our  fouls  from  the  fecond  death,  and  our  bodies  from 
the  firft  death,  and  giving  us  a  moft  infallible  affurance 
of  a  final  vittory  over  death,  by  an  affurcd  and  blefled 
3R.efurrefl:ion.  Thus  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  viftory  ^ 

2.  And  as  Chrift  hath  purchafed  him  a  people  by 
.victory,  fo  his  regal  office  is  confiderable  in  the  govern^ 
,  ment  of  this  people  that  he  hath  fo  acquired.  He  hath 
given,  them  a  law  to  live  by,  the  Law  of  the  Spirit  of 
Life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  makes  them  free  from  the 
Jaw  of  fin  and  of  death  2.  The  law  of  God  vindicated 
from  the  falfe  gloffes  which  the  corruption  of  men  had 
in  fucceflion  of  time  put  upon  it ;  a  law  fweetened,  and 
ftrengthened,  and  aduated,  by  the  love  of  God  wrought 
in  the  foul  j  a  law,  though  of  the  higheft  perfedlion 
and  purity,  yet,  accompanied  with  the  grace  and  aflift- 
ance  of  Chrift,  to  enable  us  to  perform  it  in  fome  mea  • 
fure ;  and  accompanied  with  the  merits  of  Chrift  to 
pardon,  and  the  righteoufiiefs  of  Chrift  to  cover  our 
defetls  in  our  performance  of  it.  He  hath  given  them 
a  new  heart,  and  this  law  of  his  written  in  this  heart : 
he  hath  given  them  of  his  own  fpirit,  a  fpirit  of  life  to 
quicken  them,  and  of  power  to  enable  them  to  obey* 
And  becaufe,  notwithftanding  this  conqueft  of  Chnft 
of  a  people  to  himfelf,  they  are  ftill  befet  with  enemies 
that  would  reduce  them  to  their  former  bondage,  he 

*  1  Cor.  xv.  44.  '*  Rom.  viii.  'i. 
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watcheth  over  them  and  in  them  by  his  Grace,  wafting 

and  weakning  and  rcfifting  their  coiTuptions  by  new 
fupplies  and  influences  from  him ;  quickning  their 
hearts  by  renewed  ^derivations  of  life  and  fpirit  from 
him^^  which  otherwife  v/ould  fmk  and  die  under  the 
weight  of  their  own  earth  ;  encountering  temptations, 
that  like  fogs  and  vapours  arife  out  of  our  own  flefh ; 
or,  like  ftorms  or  fnarcs,  raifed  or  placed  by  the  Devil 
againft  us,  either  by  diverting  them,  or  by  giving  fuf- 
ficient  grace  to  oppofe  them.  Thefe  and  the  like  ad- 
minift rations  doth  our  Saviour  ufe,  which  though  they 
'  are  fecret  and  not  eafily  difcerned  by  us,  and  thougn 
they  are  ordered  without  any  noife  or  appearance,  yet 
they  are  works  of  greater  power,  and  of  greater  con- 
cernment, and  of  equal  reality,  with  all  the  vifible  ad* 
miniftrations  of  things  in  this  world,  which  are  more 
obvious  to  our  Icnfc,  and  are  the  effeds  of  that  invi* 
iible  government  of  C'.hrift,  and  of  that  promife  of  bis : 
'  Behold  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of 
*  the  world  ^'  This  is  that  kingdom  of  God  within 
them -,  confining  in  rightcoiifncfs,  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Gholl  '^  \  calling  down  imaginations,  and 
every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought 
to  the  obedience  of  Chrift  *. 

S.  As  in  his  government,  fo  his  regal  office  is  evi- 
denced in  his  judgment ;  and  this  judgment  of  his,  be-   , 
ing  one  of  the  a6ls  or  adminiftrations  of  this  king- 
dom, is  oftentimes  called  the  Kingdom  of  God.     lEsr 
j\idgment  of  abfolution  and  reward  to  his  fubiefts,  andi- 
liis  judgment  of  condemnation  and  deftrufhon  to  th^ 
rebels  and  enemies  of  his  kingdom. 

2.  And  as  we  have  the  confideration  of  the  long  of 
this  kingdom,  and  confequcntly  of  his  lubjedts,  *  Juft 
\  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  Saints  ^' ;'  fo  the 
various  adminiftrations  of  this  kingdom  are  frequendy 

»  Matth.  xxviii.  50.  ^  Luke  xvii.  '21.  ®  Rom.  xiv.  17. 

*  3  Cor.  X.  J.  ^  Uevcl.  av.  3. 
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filled  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  myfteries  of  the 
kingdom  K  And  as  the  adminiftrations  of  this  king* 
dom  are  often  called  the  Kingdom,  fo  are  the  inftrum> 
ments  of  this  adminiftration. 

1 .  ne  word^  or  go/pel  of  the  kingdom^  which  muft 
be  preached  through  the  whole  world  2,  and  is  there* 
fore  committed  to  the  miniftration  of  an  Angel  to  dif- 
penfe  it  to  all  nations  3.  That  great  engine  which, 
though  feemingly  weak,  and  difpenfed  by  weak  and 
defpicable  men,  God  hath  chofen  to  confound  the 
things  that  are  mighty  ^ ;  to  pull  down  ftrong  holds  ^ ; 
to  gather  his  Eleft,  for  the  perfefting  of  the  Body  of 
Chrift,  the  fiilnefs  of  him  that  fiUeth  all  in  all ;  and 
therefore  this  publication  of  the  Gofpel  is  oftentimes 
called  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,     ^  The  kingdom  of 

*  Heaven  is  at  hand^.'     *  The  kingdom  of  God  is 

•  come  nigh  unto  you7 :'  and  if  a  man  confider  the 
toighty  and  ftrange  effefts  that  this  everlafting  Gofpel 
badi  had  in  the  world  for  thefe  many  hundred  years, 
notwithftanding  the  many  difadvantages  upon  which 
it  entered  and  hath  continued  in  the  world,  we  may 
well  fay  that  it  is  the  Power  of  God,  and  the  Wifdon^ 
of  God  8,  the  Rod  of  his  Strength  fent  out  of  Sion  9, 
that  the  Meffage  of  a  Crucified  Chrift,  publifhed  by 
poor  defpifed  men,  to  a  World  that  never  faw  him,  or, 
if  they  (fid,  faw  no  beauty  or  comelinefs  in  him,  to  a 
World  full  of  prejudices  againft  him,  prepoffeffed  with 
an  opinion  of  their  own  wifdom,  with  Religions  e»* 
Cremely  oppofite,  traduced  to  them  from  their  anceC- 
tprs,  of  which  men  are  naturally  tenacious :  that  this 
Meffage  of  Chrift,  not  with  a  promife  of  glory  or  riches 
ia  this  world,  but  with  a  plain  prediftion  of  poverty, 
fcorns,  perfecutions,  and  death,  to  thofe  that  entertain 
it,  and  with  a  promife  of  future  life  that  they  never 
faw,  nor  can  till  they  fee  this  no  more,  fhould  conquer 
millions  of  fouls  to  the  profeffion  and  love  of  Chrift, 

'  Matth.  xiii.  1 1,  24,  SI,  4 1,  45,  47.     Mattli.  xxv.  1,  14,  &c. 

•  Matth.  xxiv.  14.     *  ttevel.  xiv.  6.     *  1  Cor.  i.  27.     *  2  Cor.  x.  A, 

«  Matth.  iii.  2*  ^  Luke  1.9.        •  1  Cor.  L  24.     »  Psalm  ex.  2. 
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and  to  an  auftere,  felf-denying,  ddpifed  life  her^,  ddtH 
evidence  and  convince  that  there  is  the  Stre^th  and 
Wifdom  of  God  that  is  engaged  in  this  wonderful,  yet 
moft  pofitively  predifted  conqueft  of  the  v^rorld. 

2.  The  work  of  the  Sprit  of  God  preparing  and 
predifpofing  the  heart  to  the  receiving  of  the  Gofpel 
of  the  Kingdom ;  convincing  the  heart  of  that  fin  and 
that  death  virhich  hath  overfpread  the  whole  race  of 
mankind ;  and  of  the  truth,  and  efficacy,  and  fuffi- 
ciency,  of  that  redemption  which  came  by  Chrift,  and 
is  publiihed  in  that  Word;  ftriving  and  contending 
with,  and  mattering  and  over-ruling  the  oppofition  of 
the  will  againft  it ;  calming,  and  quieting,  and  rei- 
fying the  diftempers,  and  diforders,  and  mifplacings  of 
our  aft'edions ;  oppofing  and  fubduing  the  lufts  of  our 
fenfual  appetite;  enlightening,  and  quickening,  and 
cleanfmg  the  confcience,  and  bringing  it  about  to 
take  part  with  God,  and  the  adings  of  thisfpiiit  upon 
our  fouls ;  mingling  the  Word  of  the  Gofpel,  conveyed 
into  the  heart,  with  a  fecret  and  powerful  energy, 
whereby  it  becomes  a  feed  of  life  in  the  heart,  growing 
unto  eternal  life.  And  thus,  as  at  firft,  the  motion 
of  the  fpirit  of  God  upon  the  face  of  the  v^raters,  and 
the  powerful  word  of  command,  produced  the  feveral 
creatures,  fo  by  the  like  motion  of  the  fpirit  upon  the 
heart,  and  the  powerful  call  of  the  Word  of  Chrift  by 
the  publication  of  the  Gofpel,  is  wrought  the  fectm 
creaiion  of  the  new  creature.      '  Awake  thou  that 

*  fleepeft,  ftand  up  from  the  Dead,  and  Chrifl  fhall 

*  give  thee  life  ^Z 

And  thefe  two  great  inftruments  produce  in  the 
heart  two  adtive  or  operative  principles,  which,  after 
they  are  produced,  are  not  only  an  effed  of  the  wo  A 
of  God,  but  alfo  become  inftrumental  for  the  increafe 
of  it,  viz.  Faith  and  Lo\ne :  Faith^  whereby  we  receiye 
this  meffage  of  Salvation,  and  entertain  it,  and  reft 
upon  it ;  and  Love^  whereby  out  of  the  apprehenfion 
of  this  great  Love  of  God  to  us,  we  love  him  again, 

*  Ephefl.  V,  14t 

we 
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^we  love  him  becaufe  he  loved  us  firft.  And  this  love 
of  God  engageth  the  foul  to  a  fmcere  obedience  to  the 
Will  of  God.  The  mifery  from  which  we  are  re- 
deemed is  fo  great,  the  price  by  which  we  are  redeemed 
fo  invaluable,  the  Glory  and  Bleflfednefs  to  which  we 
are  redeemed  fo  full ;  and  all  thefe  appearing  fo  tD 
the  foul  by  Faith,  that  the  foul  can  think  nothing  too 
much  to  return  to  that  God  that  hath  fo  freely  done  fo 
piuch  for  it.  Thus  Faith  worketh  by  love.  And  this 
is  that  kingdom  of  God  that  is  within  us  ^,  the  fubjeflion 
of  the  whole  foul  to  the  fceptre  and  rule  of  Chrift.  If 
he  command  purity  of  life,  forfaking  of  all  things,  de- 
nying ourfelves,  crucifying  our  lufts,  laying  down  our 
lives,  the  foul  is  tutored  to  that  fubjeftion  unto  the 
will  of  Chrift,  that  it  cheerfully  obeys  him  in  this,  and 
whatever  he  commands.  This  is  that  Kingdom  of 
God  2,  confifting  in  Righteoufnefs,  a  full  confonnity 
of  the  foul  to  the  Will  of  God,  the  only  and  abfo- 
lute  Rule  of  Righteoufnefs  ;  Peace  upon  the  fenfe  and 
belief  of  reconciliation  with  God  through  him  that  is 
our  peace ;  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  proteftion  and  love  of  Chrift  our 
King,  and  that  Glory  which  he  hath  moft  affuredly 
prepared  for  all  his  fubjeds. 

3.  We  have  the  degrees  of  the  manifefiation  of  this 
-Kingdom  here  and  hereafter ;  the  Kingdom  of  Grace, 
;md  the  Kingdom  of  Glory ;  both  making  but  one 
Kingdom  of  God  under  different  degrees  of  manifefta- 
tion.  God  by  his  Word  and  Spirit  cafts  into  the  foul 
a  feed  of  life^  like  that  grain  of  muftard-feed  whereunto 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  refembled  ^.  And  this  feed 
of  life  abideth  in  the  heart  4;  and  there  it  quickens, 
and  fefhions,  and*  moulds  the  heart  to  the  image  of 
God :  it  oppofeth  and  ftruggleth  againft  lufts  and 
temptations,  which  labour  to  ftifle  and  to  kill  this  feed 
of  life ;  and,  like  the  leaven  that  was  hid  in  the  three 
xneafures  of  meal  ^,  it  doth,  by  degrees,  affimilate  ths 

'  I^uke  xvii.  20.     ^  Rom.  xiv.  17.     ^  Matth.  xiii.     ^  1  Jolin  iii.  9. 
*  Matth.  xiii,  35. 
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whole  inward  man  to  this  living  principle,  and  coo- 
forms  the  life  unto  it.  Now,  though  this  principle  of 
life  is  thus  operative,  yet,  in  refpeft  of  the  outward 
view,  it  is  a  hidden  life.  The  external  appearance  of 
this  life  is  referved  till  Chrift,  who  is  our  Ufe,  fhall  ap- 
pear; and  then  (hall    that  hidden  life  be    revealed. 

*  Behold,  now  we  are  the  fons  of  God  ^ ;  but  it  doth 

*  not  yet  appear  what  we  fhall  be ;  but  we  know  that 

*  when  he  fliall  appear,  we  {hall  be  like  him^.*  By 
this  feed  of  grace  (own  in  our  hearts,  we  become  thie 
fons  of  God ;  and  of  this  fonfliip  we  have  a  fecret  evi. 
dence  in  our  own  fouls ;  but  there  fliall  be  a  fuller 
manifeftation  of  it,  when  Chrift,  who  is  our  life,  fliall 
appear.  So  then,  the  Kingdom  of  Grace  and  of  Glory 
are  the  fame  Kingdom,  but  under  a  dift'crent  manifefta- 
tion :  that,  a  concealed  Kingdom,  a  feed  in  the  ground} 
this,  the  Manifeftation  of  that  Kingdom,  a  feed  in  the 
tree. 

To  conclude.  When  thou  pray  eft,  thy  k'mgdcm  conte^ 
let  thy  foul  enlarge  itfelf  in  thefe  or  the  like  defires : 
*  O  Lord,  I  know  thou  art  King .  of  Heaven  and 

*  Earth ;  and  the  leaft  of  all  thy  creatures,  in  their 
'  moft  feemingly  cafual  and  inconfiderable  events  and 
^  motions,  are  under  thy  moft  certain  and  powerful 

*  Providence.  Yet  fuch  is  our  blindnefs,  and  fo  myf- 
'  terious  are  the  ways  of  thy  Providence,  that  fome- 

*  times  we  are  at  a  lofs,  and  defire  with  thy  Prophet  3, 

*  to  expoftulate  with  thee  touching  thy  judgments.   If 

*  it  ftand  with  thy  Glory  and  Will,  I  befeech  thee  let 

*  all  the  events  and  occurrences  of  the  world  appear  lo 

*  be  under  thy  adminiftration  and  government ;  that 

*  all  may  fee  thy  Wifdom,  and  thy  Power,  and  thy 

*  Juftice,  and  thy  Goodnefs,  in  all  the  paflages  of  it ; 

*  and  that  all  men  may  be  convinced  that  thou,  the 

*  moft  Hiigh,  ruleft  in  the  Kingdom  of  Men ;  and  that 

*  all  thy  works  are  truth,  and  thy  ways  are  judgma^it, 

*  and  tnofe  that  walk  in  pride  thou  art  able  to  abafe*: 

*  that  they  may  all  acknowledge  he  is  a  God  that 

*  Coloss.  iii.  4.    *  1  John  iii.  %.    '  Jer.  xii.  I.    *  Pan.  iv.  32. 57. 
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judgeth  in  the  earth  ^ :  and  becaufe  thou  haft  a  more 
peculiar  Kingdom,  even  thofe  that  thou  haft  given 
unto,  thy  Son,  let  that  Kingdom  of  thine  come ;  do 
thou  fend  out  thy  Spirit  and  thy  Word  into  the 
World,  and  fubdue  the  hearts  of  all  people  to 
the  belief  and  obedience  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift^ 
that  all  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World  may  be  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  of  Chrift.  Bring  in  the  Jews, 
and  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles,  that  there  may  be  one 
fold  and  one  fhepherd ;  and  let  thy  Son  ride  on  vic- 
torioufly,  conquering  and  to  conquer ;  and  preferve 
.thy  flock  from  the  mifchiefs  that  are  from  without, 
opprelTion  and  perfecution ;  and  from  thofe  that  are 
from  within,  divifions  and  herefies.  I^jt  them  walk 
as  becomes  the  fubjects  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  Purity, 
and  Truth,  in  Unity,  Holinefs,  and  Truth,  that  they 
may  appear  to  be  the  people  of  thy  Holinefs.  Rule 
every  member  thereof  by  thy  Grace ;  preferve  them 
from  their  enemies  within ;them,  lufts  and  defedions  ; 
from  their  enemies  without  them,  the  incurfions  of 
Satan.  Make  halte  to  fulfil  the  number  of  thine 
Eledt ;  and  when  thy  Kingdom  of  Grace  is  confum- 
mate,  then  let  thy  Kingdom  of  Glory  come,  the  day 
of  the  manifeftation  of  thy  righteous  jud^/;ment,  whea 
the  fubjeds  oi  thy  Kingdom  fliall  be  delivc-red  from 
all  Death  and  Sorrow,  and  (hall  inherit  that  King- 
dom which  thou  haft  prepared  for  and  from  all 
Eternity.  And  keep  all  our  hearts  looking  for,  and 
haftening  unto  thy  coming,  paffing  our  .time  here  in 
all  holy  converfation  and  Godlinels  ^,  that  fo,  when 
our  Lord  cometh,  he  n;iay  find  us  fo  doing ;  and  then 
come.  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly/ 

Thy  Will  be  dene  in  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven. 

Though  the  Will  of  God  be  one  indivifible  aft,  yet 
ill  regard  of  the  manifeftation  of  it  to  us,  it  comes  un- 
der a  double  apprehenfign :  1  •  The  Will  of  his  Counfel. 
ii.  The  Will  of  his  Commands.     This  is  that  which 

'  rsjijm  Iviii.  U,  «  2  Pet.  iii,  lU 
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e  ^lls  to  be  done  by  his  creature ;  the  other  is  that 

ic  wills  fhall  be  done  upon  his  creature. 

1 .  The  IVill  of  his  Counjel^  whereby  he  hath  from 
all  eternity  appointed  and  ordered  mod  wifely,  and  in- 
fallibly, and  irrefiftibly,  all  the  afts  and  events  of  all 
his  creatures ;  fo  that  thofe  things  that  ftem  to  us  moft 
natural  or  moft  freely  to  remove,  are  fubfervient  in  all 
their  aftings  to  this  moft  free  and  eternal  counfel  of 
his ;  and  all  thofe  occurrences  which  feem  to  us  moft 
inconfiderable  or  contingent,  are  pre-ordained  by  the 
fame  moft  infallible  Counfel,  and  make  the  inftruments 
of  bringing  about  the  greateft  concernments  in  the 
world  :  '  I  will  work  it,  and  who  fliall  let  it  ^  r'  *  The 
'  Lord  of  hofts  hath  fwoni,  faying,  Surely  as  I  have 

*  thought,  fo  fhall  it  come  to  pafs ;  and  as  I  have  pur- 

*  pofed,  it  Ihall  ftand^;*  '  For  the  Lord  of  hofts  hath 

*  purpofed,  and  who  ftiall  difannul  it  ?    And  his  hand 

*  is  ftretched  out,  and  w^ho  fliall  turn  it  back^  ?'  *  I  am 

*  God,  and  there  is  none  like  me ;  declaring  the  end 

*  from  the  beginning,  and  from  ancient  times  the  things 

*  that  are  not  yet  done,  faying,  My  counfel  fliall  ftand, 

*  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure**.'  Infomuch  that  thofe 
various  and  unftable,  and  free  motions  of  the  will  and' 
mind  of  man,  which  feem  to  come  under  no  rule  nor 
government  but  of  himfelf,  are  moft  exactly  ordered 
to  the  bringing  to  pafs  the  purpofes  of  God  :  *  There 

*  are  many  devices  in  the  heart  of  man,  neverthelefs 
'  the  counlel  of  the  Lord  that  fliall  ftand '».'  '  Man's  go- 

*  ings  are  of  the  Lord,  how  can  a  man  then  underftanc' 

*  his  own  way  ^  ?'    '  O  Lord,  I  know  that  the  way  c 

*  man  is  not  in  himfelf,  it  is  not  in  a  man  that  walket 
'  to  direct  his  fteps7.'     And  herein  we  may  obfer 
the  moft  deep  aiid  unfearchable  wifdom,  power,  a 
purity  of  God,  that  while  man  worketh  freely, 
therein  God  worketh  thereby  powerfully ;  and  w 
man  worketh  fmfully,  yet  God  worketh  thereby  pu 
and  juftly.     The  freedom  of  the  will  of  man  is 

'  Isa.  xliii.  14.     '^  La.  y\\,  i>4.     ^  Tsa.  saw  i".     *  Ij^a.  >.lvi.  9. 
*  Prov.  xLx.  21.  **  Pjov.  xv.  5i  i,  "  Jcr.  x.  23. 
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crontrolled  by  the  infallibility  of  the  counfel  of  God, 
TiOT  can  interrupt  or  difappoint  it :  and  the  finfulnefe 
of  the  will  and  ways  of  man  is  not  juftified  by  the  in- 
fallibility and  purity  of  the  counfel  of  God,  nor  doth 
it  pollute  it.  This  is  admirably  fet  forth  in  the  a£):ifigi 
erf  thofe  two  moft  powerful  monarchs :  the  ^Jfyrtan ; 

*  O  AJfyrian^  the  rod  of  mine  anger,  and  the  IlaflF  in 
^  their  hand,  is  my    indignation ;     I  will  fend  hini 

*  againft   an  hypocritical    nation,  &c.      Howbeit  he 

*  meaneth  not  fo  ^'  The  yijfyrian  king  did  what  he 
did  mod  freely,  nioft  prefumptuoufly,  and  proudly, 
and  arrogantly,  attributing  his  fuccelFes  to  his  own 
power;  had  no  thought  of  juftice  to  punifh  the  de- 
fections of  Judah^  or  vindicating  the  breach  of  their 
covenant  with  God,  but  to  fatisfy  his  own  covetouf- 
liefs  and  ambition :    '  For  he  faith,  By  the  ftrength  of 

*  my  hand  have  I  done  tliis,  and  by  my  wifdom  2/  &c. 
little  thinking  that  the  wrath  and  jultice  of  God  was 
the  ftaft'  in  his  hand,  the  ftrength  of  his  power.  But 
in  all  this  God  doth  moft  wifely  and  juftly  manage  the 
diftempers  of  a  proud,  ambitious,  injurious,  and  co- 
vetous king,  to  the  fulfilling  of  the  moft  wife  and  juft 
counfels  of  his  own  will,  without  ftaining  any  part 
thereof  with  the  vices  of  that  perfon  by  which  they 
were  afted  \  but  punifhing  thofe  vices  in  the  inftru* 
tnent  which  were  inftrumental  in  the  fulfilling  of  his 
counfel :    '  Wherefore,  when  I  have  performed  my 

*  whole  will  upon  Stcn^  and  upon  Jerufalem^  I  will 
^  punifh  the  fruit  of  the  ftout  heart  of  the  king  of  jif- 
^fyria^  and  the  glory  of  his  high  looks  •^'  And  as  thus  in 
the  AJfyrian^  fo  after  in  the  Perfian  monarch  :   '  Thud 

*  faith  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus^  whofe  right 

*  hand  I  have  holden  to  fubdue  nations  before  him  '^^ 
Now  this  will  of  GodV  counfel  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
«  fecret  will  till  it  be  fulfilled :  '  Thy  way,  O  Lord,  is 

*  in  the  fea,  and  thy  footfteps  are  not  known^.'  Though 
ibmetimes,  for  the  vindicating  of  his  o^  power,  and 

*  Isa.  X.  5,  6,  7.      *  Isa.  ver.  13.      ^  Isa.  vcr.  12.      *  Isa.  xlv,  ]• 
**  Piialju  ixxvii.  19. 
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.  convincing  men  that  he  govemeth  all  things  accords 
ing  to  the  counfel  of  his  will,  he  is  pleafed  to  proclaim 
it  in  prophecies  and  prediftions.  the  great  and  unde- 
liiable  evidences  of  his  eternal  counfel  and  govern- 
ment :    '  Shew  the  things  that  are  to  come,  that  we 

*  may  know  ye  are  gods  K*    '  Who  hath  declared  this 

*  from  ancient  time  ?  Who  hath  told  it  from  that  time? 
^  Have  not  I  the  Lord  -  r' 

2.  The  will  of  his  commands.  This  is  the  rule  of  our 
aftions.    '  My   words,    v*^hich  I  have   put   into   thy 

*  mouth,  fliall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out 

*  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed,  &:c  ■^*   '  The  word  is  very 

*  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  moinh,  and  in  thy  heart,  that 

*  thou  maycft    do  it-**    '  He  hath   (hewed    thee,   O 

*  man,  what  is  good  :  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require 

*  of  thee,  but  to  do  juftiy  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to 

*  walk  humbly  wiih  iliy  God  '^  V  The  will  of  God's 
counfel  isfecret,  but  the  will  or  his  command  is  revealed 
unto  us  in  thefe  three  great  direilions  of  our  lives* 

1.  The  ^(?r^  of  conftichie^  the  law  written  in  the 
heart,  or  natural  conlc.ience^ ;  So  much  of  his  will  i$ 
by  fome  means  of  piovidence  difcovered  even  to  a 
natural  confcience,  as  leaves  a  man  inexcufable. 

2,  The  word  of  theffirit  of  God  fpeaking  either  fe- 
cretly  in  the  heart,  or  by  fome  occurrence  or  dif- 
penfation  of  providence  :  Thou  Ihalt  hear  a  voice  be- 
hind thee,  faying,  this  is  the  wuy,  walk  in  it  7.* 

Z.  The  ''JDord  of  hoih  Tejtaments.     The  natural  con- 
fcience is  corrupted,  and  many  times  doth  not  its  duty : 
the  word  of  the  fpirit  of  God  is  not  fo  eafily  difceme< 
by  our  fleflily  nature,  and  many  times  we  miftake  th 
voice  of  our  own  i'pirit  for  the  fpirit  of  God :  He  hat 
therefore  in  his  infinite  wifdom  and  mercy  given  us 
Handing  rule,  the  rule  of  his  written  word^  obvious 
our  fenie;  and  whatever  other  difjates  there  (hall  1 
we  are  furc  not  to  err  Jin  following  it :  '  To  the  J 

^  Tsa.  xli.  9.0.         ■  Is-T.  \Iviii.  3,  .3.       Isa.  xlii.  .0.  T^a.  xlv.  21, 

'^  \y,\,  lix.  '21.       /  Ucut.  xxx.  1  J.  '  Micha.  vi.  <).  *  U(  lu.  ii.  14, 

"  Isa.  Jtxx.  z\,  . 
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'  and  to  the  teftimony :  For  if  they  waik  not  according 

*  to  that  rule,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them  V 
This  is  to  be  a  light  to  our  fteps,  and  the  lanthorn  to 
oiir  feet ;  '  A  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  whereunto 

*  we  are  to  take  heed,    as  to  a  light  that  fliiaeth  is^  a 

*  dark  place  -.' 

In  this  petition  therefore  we  deftre  two  things  :  1 . 
.That  his  will  may  bc3  done*  2.  That  it  may  be  done 
here  as  it  is  done  in  heaven,  1 .  In  rcfped  of  the  wM 
cfhis  counfel:  What  thou  haft  willed  in  Heaven,  let 
it  be  done  on  earth. 

*  !•  Lot  the  will  of  thy  counfol  be  done.  It  is  true 
.  *  thy  counfels  are  fecret  and  unknown  to  me,  but  they 
/  are  the  counfels  of  the  moft  wife  and  juft  God,  and 

*  therefore  certainly  they  are  moft  wife  and  juft  coun- 

*  fels ;  and  therefore  I  will  be  content  therein  to  pray 

*  with  an  implicit  faith,  for  righteous  art  tboUyO  Lord,  m 

*  all  thy  ways^  and  holy  in  all  thy  wcrks.  It  is  true,  thy 

*  counfels  fhall  ftand,  yet  are  not  my  prayers  iraperti- 

*  nent ;  it  is  the  duty  of  thy  creature  to  will  what  thou 

*  willeft,  and  to  pray  thee  to  do  what  thou  intended  to 

*  do ;  that  my  will  may  not  only  paflively  fubmit  unio 
:  *  thy  will,  but  actively  run  along  with  it. 

*  2.  Let  me  with  all  contentednefe  and  cheerfulncfe 

•^  f^Jig^  up  ^^y  ^^'illj  ^"d  myfelf,  and  my  defires,  unto 

^  thy  will,  and  bear  a  fpirit  conformable  to  ray  Saviour, 

♦.  who,  when  he  deprecated  the  worft  of  evils,  a  bitter 

/  and  a  curfed  death,   yet  he  fubfcribed  to  thy  will 

*  contrary  to  his  own.  If  it  be  poffible  let  this  cup  pafe 
. '.  from  me,  yet  not  asl  will  but  as  thou  wilt  3.  I  am  conv- 

*.paffed  about  with  dangers,  with  difeafes,  with  want, 

*  with  reproaches,  with  perfecutions,  andlcome  to  thee, 
f  from  whofe  hand  they  come,  to  beg  the  removal  of 

.*  them,  and  I  am  fure  I  am  taking  the  fitteft  courfe  to 
*:have  them  removed,  by  fuing  to  him  from  whoieband 
f  they  came  ;  yet  thy  will  be^o^^e.     I  have  done  my 

*  duty  in  calling  upon  thy  name,  but  I  will  not  offend 

*  thy  fovereignty  in  prefcribing  unto  thy  will :    thou 

'  lija.  vii.  20.  •  Pet. I  10.  » M^tlh.  xxvi.  30. 

*  art 
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*  art  the  God  that  haft  made  me,  and  therefore  I  owe 

*  an  univerfal  fubjeftion  to  thy  will :  Thou  art  a  God 

*  of  infinite  wifdom,  and  knoweft  beft  what  is  fitteft  to 

*  be  done ;  and  when  thou  art  a  God  of  infinite  mercy 

*  and  tendemefs  and  love  unto  all  thy  creatures,  ef- 

*  pecially  to  thofe  that  feek  unto  thee  in  Chrift,  and 

*  doft  with  as  much  love  deny  fome  of  my  requelts,  a3 

*  thou  granteft  others  ;    I  will  with  all  patience  and 

*  cheerfolnefs  wait  upon  thee,  and  fubmit  unto  thy  will, 

*  both  in  what  thou  inflideft,  and  in  what  thou  denieft. 

*  *  It  is  the  Lord  let  him  do  what  feemethghim  good  '/ 
^  *  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away, 

*  *  bleffed-be  the  name  of  the  Lord  -.'  Thus  I  will  hope 

*  and  quietly  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord,  put- 

*  ting  my  mouth  in   the  duft,  if  fo  be  there  may  be 
•^hope'*.' 

*    3.Lete  me,    w-ith    all  cxpeilation  and    longbg 
*^defire,  wait  for  the  fidfnlihg  of  thy  prophecies  andpre- 

*  diftions.     This  part  of  thy  fccret  counfel  thou  haft 

*  revealed,  that  thy  truth  and  wifdom  may  receive  the 

*  glory  in  its  accompliftiment ;    and'  that  we  thy  crea- 

*  tureS'fook  after  it,  and  expecl:  it.    Thou  haft  declared 

*  that  thy  cverlafting  Gofpel  ihall  be  preached  to  all 

*  nations ;  that  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ftiall  be  the 

*  kingdoms  of  thy  Son  ;    that  thou  wait  bring  in  the 

*  Jtivsy  and  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  ;  that  thou  wilt 

*  difcover  and  confound  the  man  of  fin  ;  that  thou  wilt 

*  fend  thy  Son  in  the  clouds  to  judge  the  world.  Thefe 

*  and  the  like  parts  of  thy  counfels  thou  haft  pub- 

*  Kfhed  to  the  world,  be  thou  glorified  in  the  fulfillmg 
^  of  them.     Thy  fecret  counfels  are  deep  and  myften- 

*  ous ;  and  when  we  fee  them  in  their  fulfiUings,    yet 

*  they  make  us  to  wonder  and  ftagger,  fo  that,  though 
•our  duty  teach  us   to  acknowledge  that   thou  art 

*  righteous  when  we  plead  with  thee,  yet  we  are  apt 
^  with  the  prophet  to  «xpoftuIate  with  thee  touching 

*  thy  judgment  ^,  as  if  things  fell  out  befides  thy  will, 

*  and  in  difappointment  of  thy  counfel.     But  in  thefe 

*   Sam.  ill.  18.  *  Job  i.  il.  *  Jer.  xii.  I. 

manifeftations 
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*  inamfeftations  of  thy  counfels  before  they  are  fulfilled, 

*  we  fee  and  muft  conclude,  "  That  the  moft  high 
**  rulcth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it  to 
*'  whomfoever  he  will,  and  fetteth  up  over  it  the  bafefi: 
"  of  men  ^/*  Let  therefore  this  will  of  thy  counfels 

*  revealed  in  the  prophecies  and  prediftions  of  thy  word 

*  be  fulfilled,  that  thou  mayeft  r<iceive  the  glory  of  thy 
*. power,  and  of  thy  wifdom,  and  of  thy  truth  in  the 
^•fulfilling  of  them,  and  that  every  man  may  fee  and 
*. conclude  that  thou,  whofe  name  is  Jehovah ^  art  the 

*  moft  high  over  all  the  earth  2.     And  while  I  thus 

*  pray,  my  prayers  are  not  idle,    God  having  often 

*  appointed  that  prayers  fliall  be  the  means  to  fulfill  that 

*  which  he  hath  certainly  promifed  ;  *^  yet  I  will  for 
*^  this  be  inquired  of  by  the  Houfe  of  Ifrael  ^Z' 

*  4.  Thou  haft  another  part  of  thy  counfel  more 

*  precious  and  of  greater  concernment  to  me  than  the 

*  former,  which  thou  haft  alfo  revealed,  the  counfel  of 
^  thyprom'/es.  When  thou  fenteft  thy  Son  out  of  thine 

*  own  bofom  into  the  world,  thou  didft  impart  unto 

*  him     this     great     and     concerning    part     of    thy 

*  counfel,    and  this  he  hath  imparted  unto  us ;   the 

*  promife  of  pardon  of  our  fins  through  his  blood  ; 

*  of  juftification  through    his  righteoufnefs ;    of  thy 

*  fpirit  that  fhould  lead  us  into  all  truth ;  of  his  abiding 

*  with  us  unto  the  end  of  the  world  ;  of  conquering 
*.and  fubduing  our  lufts  and  temptations ;  f)f  rafting  us 

*  up  at  the  laft  day,and  giving  us  an  everlaiting  kingdom 

*  that  cannot  be  Ihaken.  Thefe  promifes,  as  thou  haij 

*  given  to  be  the  objefts  of  our  faith,  hope,  and  certain 

*  expeftation^,  fo  are  they  the  objefts  of  our  defires,  and 

*  confequently  the  fubjeft  of  our  prayers,  and  therefore 

*  I  will  pray  with  David,  "  Therefore  now.  Lord,  let 
*^  the  thing  that  thou  haft  fpoken  concerning  thy 
^'  fervants,  be  eftabliflied  for  ever,  and  do  as  thou  haft 
"faidV 

And  as  thus  the  will  of  God's  counfel  is  the  fubje<5 

?  Dan.  iv.  17.        *  P  aim.  Ixxxiii.  Iti.        '  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37. 
*  Tit.  ii.  10.        d  P«t.  iii.  1^2.  *  1  Chion.  xvii.  23. 

of 
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o£  this  petition,  fo  is  likewife  the  will  of  bis  command* 
And  this  falls  under  thefe  confideraticns  : 

*  !•  As  thou  willeft  in  Heaven,  fo  let  it  be  done  by 
*  us  on  earth  ;  ai  d  to  that  purpofe, 

*  1.  Let  thy  will  be  dii'covered  and  made  known 
unto  us,  and  to  all  creatures :  And  inafmuch  as  none 
teaches  like  God,  let  vs  be  all  taught  of  thee.  Let 
thy  revealed  will  in  thy  word  come  unto  us  as  light, 
into  darknefs  ;  and  becaufe  our  underftandings  are 
blind  and  fealed  up  that  they  cannot  receive  this  light, 
and  our  hearts  are  perverie  and  will  refift  it,  fend 
down  thy  fpirit  of  life  and  power  to  open  our  under- 
ftandings to  receive  it,  to  difcern  the  truth,  and 
purity  and  perfediion  of  it ;  open  our  hearts  to  receive 
it  in  the  love  of  it ;  and  conquer  that  cell  of  cor- 
ruption and  oppofition  that  lies  there  ready  to  ftifle 
it ;  mingle  thy  word  in  our  hearts  with  faith,  that 
may  purifvr  our  hearts,  and  make  thy  word  powerful 
to  the  fubduing  of  all  thofe  ftrong  holds  and  oppofi- 
tions  that  ftand  out  againfl  it :  thy  will  m  heaven  is 
a  perfeft,  pure,  and  Holy  Will ;  fend  out  fuch  difco- 
veries  of  thy  Will,  that  we  may  know  it  in  the  fpiritu- 
alnefs  and  truth  of  it,  vindicated  from  the  falfe 
glofles  that  the  corruptions  and  degenerations  of  the 
times,  or  our  deceitful  and  falfe  hearts  are  apt  to  put 
upon  it :  and  that  thy  Will  may  be  done  on  Earth  as  it 
is  in  Heaven,  let  it  be  known  on  Earth  as  it  in  heaven. 

*  2.  Becaufe  the  only  true  principle  of  obedience  is ' 
love ;  flied  abroad  thy  love  in  our  heart :  and  becaufe 
the  fenfe  of  thy  love  to  us  is  the  caufe  and  ground  of 
our  love  to  thee,  Ihew  us  the  greatnefs  and  fulnefe  of 
thy  love  to  us  in  Chrift,  and  that  wall  refled  a£ls  of 
love  to  thee  again,  and  make  ui  ready  and  willing  to 
obey  thy  will,  and  exceeding  thankful  to  thee  that 
thou  art  pleafed  to  accept  the  fiucere,  though  imper* 
fe£t  obedience  of  thy  creature. 

*  3.  And  becaufe  the  end  of  the  manifeftation  of  thy 
love  to  mankind  in  Chrift,  was  to  redeem  us  from  all 
iniquity,  ancj  to  purify  unto  thyfelf  a  peculiar  people, 

^  zealous 
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•■  zealous  of  good  works  U    And  inafmuch  as  our  con- 

*  formity  to  thy  Will,  as  it  is  our  perfeftion,foitisthe 

*  great  and  juft  tribute  that  we  owe  unto  thee  for  our 

*  being,  as  creatures,  and  much  more  for  our  redemp- 

*  tion  as  redeemed  and  purchafed  creatures  ;  let  all  our 

*  thoughts,  words  and  works,  be  univerfally  fubjeft  and 

*  obedient  to  thy  will,  revealed  in  thy  Son,  that  we  may 

*  be  holy  as  thou  art  holy,  in  all  manner  of  converfar 
^\  tion  :  purge  our  hearts  from  vain  and  unprofitable 

*  thoughts^  from  finful  and  polluted  thoughts,  from  de- 
*'  viliih  and  atheiftical  thoughts ;  and  let  our  thought^ 

*  be  fuch  as  becomes  the  prefence  of  God,  before  whom 
5  they  are  naked  and  legible,  fuch  as  becomes  that  heart 

*  where  Chrift  is  pleafed  to  make  his  refidence,  pious, 

*  charitable,pure,chafte,  clean,  fober, humble  thoughts, 

*  fit  to  be  attendants  upon  fo  heavenly  a  gueft :  wafli  my 

*  tongue  from  that  fire  of  hell  that  is  naturally  in  it^, 
^  deliver  it  from  blafphemous,  atheiftical,  calumniating, 

*  uncharitable,  falfe,  vain,  and  unprofitable  words ;  and 

*  let  me  ufe  my  tongue  as  one  whofe  words  are  all  re- 
^  giftered,  and  that  muft  give  an  account  for  every  idle 

*  word :  let  myfpeechcs  be  feafoned  with  fait,  glorify- 

*  ing  thy  name,  edifying  others  ;  true,  profitable,  feafon- 

*  able,  ferious,  charitable,  difcrete  ;  for  by  my  words! 

*  fhall  be  juftified,  and  by  my  words  I  (hall  be  con- 

*  demned.     Deliver  me  from  all  finful,  impure,  un- 

*  feemly,  unjuft  aSiions :  in  the  firft  life  of  any  aftion 

*  or  intention,  let  me  bring  them   to  the  rule  of  thy 
^  word,  to  the  rule  of  my  confcience,  to  the  rule  of  thy 

*  prefence,  and  impartially  meafure  them  thereby,  and 
'*  if  they  will  not  abide  that  examination,  or  upon  that 

*  examination  want  their  due  conformity,  let  me  rejeft 

*  them  without  any  more  reafonings  or  difputings.  Id 

*  all  my  aftions  relating  immediately  to  thy  Majefty^  let 
^  them  be  warrantable,  pious,  fincere,  reverent,  hum- 

*  ble :  in  all  my  aftions  relating  to  others^  let  them  be 
^  full  of  juftice,  charity,  free  from  revenge,  difdain,  ful- 

*  lennefs,  meafuring  out  impartially,  as  m  the  prefence 

*  Tit.  ii.  14.  *  Jixmcs  iii.  (». 
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*  of  God,  the  fame  meafure  which  I  would  defire  to  be 

*  done  unto  myfelf.  In  all  my  aftions  rekting  to  mj/df^ 

*  let  there  be  fobriety,  temperance,  moderation,  fe^ 

*  fonablenefs.     And   let  all  this  be  dcwie  out  of  dut 

*  only  true  principle  of  obedience,  love  to  God,  p* 

*  fented  unto  him  upon  that  only  ground  of  accepta* 

*  tion,  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  feafoned  with  that  acceptaUe 

*  grace  of  humility.  If  when  I  have  done  all  that  is  ifr 

*  joined,  I  am  but  an  unprofitable  fervant ;  how  unpro* 

*  fitable  am  I  when  I  infinitely  fail  of  what  I  am  coni» 

*  manded  ? 

•  And  as  I  pray  that  the  things  that  thou  willeft  to 

*  be  done  in  Heaven  may  be  done  by  us  on  Earth,  fo  I 
^  defire  that  that  Heavenly  Will  of  thine  may  be  done  L 

*  on  Earth  as  thy  ivill  is  done  in  Heaven  by  tboje  glorious  L 

*  and  pure  creatures  that  always  behold  thy  face,  per-ljc 

*  fedly,  univerfally,  fpeedily,  chearfiilly,  hiimbly.*       \^ 

1,  Perfectly.  The  angels  do  clearly  difcem  andj^ 
know  the  will  of  God  by  a  double  a3^i  ) .  On  God's 
part,  a  clear  emanation  or  beam  of  the  mind  of  God 
fhining  into  their  clear  intelleftual  nature,  and  conve}'- 
ing  into  them  a  a  perfeft  difcovery  of  the  mind  and 
"Will  of  God  concerning  them.  2,  On  their  part,  by 
a  clear  intuition  of  God,  and  beholding  his  Mind  and 
Will  in  him  concerning  them ;  the  wife  God  having 
fitted  their  natures  with  fuch  a  meafure  of  intuition  of 
him,  whereby,  though  they  cannot  fee  all  his  perfec- 
tions, yet  they  are  fitted  and  enabled  to  fee  fo  much  as 
is  fuitable  to  their  nature,  conducible  to  the  fulnefs  of 
that  perfedion  which  they  are  capable  of,  and  to  the 
performance  of  that  adive  fervice  which  he  require? 
of  them.  And  as  thus  they  perfeftly  know  his  will^ 
fo  their  wills  are  moft  purely  inclined  end  moved  to  the 
obedience  of  it ;  there  is  no  mixture  of  impurity  or 
refiftance  in  their  will  againft  the  will  of  God ;  no 
mixture  of  hypocrify  or  bafe  felf-ends :  for  their  purQ 
natures  are  taken  up  with  a  fulnefs  of  the  love  of  Go<^ 
large  and  comprehenfive  as  their  natures,  and  upon 
that  principle  they  move  in  all  their  afts  of  obedience ; 

and 
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and  they  clearly  fee  that  their  higheft  perfeftion  con* 
fifts  in  the  moft  even  and  unbiaffed  conformity  to  the 
command  of  God ;  fo  the  more  perfect  their  obedience 
is,  the  more  abfolute  is  their  perfeftion ;  they  need  no 
other  motive  to  obey  him  but  this ;  that  it  is  the  moft 
perfeft  command  of  the  moft  perfeft,  and  wife,  and 
holy  God,  And  as  thus  their  minds  and  wills  are 
lafluoned  and  fitted  to  a  moft  perfed  obedience,  fo  they 
are  endued  with  a  power  from  God  exaftly  commenRi- 
rate  to  an  exa£t  performance  of  his  will ;  whether  it  be 
in  their  refleded  a£Uons  unto  God,  or  whether  it  be  in 
their  inftrumental  adions  unto  others.  If  God  com* 
mand  an  Angel  to  deftroy  an  hoft  of  the  AJfyriam^  he 
can  difpatch  1 85000  of  them  in  one  night ;  if  he 
command  an  Angel  to  deliver  Daniel  out  of  the  Iion'$ 
den,  he  can  fhut  the  lion's  mouth,  that  they  fhall  be  ra^ 
ther  his  guard,  than  his  executioners  '•  If  he  com- 
mand an  Angel  to  deliver  Peter  out  of  the  prifon,  he 
can  make  his  chains  fall  off  from  him,  like  the  tow 
when  it  feeleth  the  fire  ".  When  he  commands  ail 
Angel  to  comfort  his  Son,  though  under  a  preffure  and 
weight  more  heavy  to  his  foul  than  the  weight  of  the 
earth,  he  can  dart  into  the  tender  and  vital  parts  of  the 
foul  fuch  comforts  and  cordials,  that  can  enable  hi§  hu- 
manity to  bear  that  burden  3.  When  he  commands  an 
Aagel  to  attend  the  refurreSion  of  his  Son,  he  can  at 
the  fame  inftant  (hake  terror  and  amazement  and  difTo* 
knion  into  the  fpirits  of  the  foldiers,  and  comfort  and 
fatisfaftion  into  the  Ibuls  of  thofe  that  expefted  his  re- 
furreition,  and  caufe  that  ftone,  which  the  Phartfees 
laid  upon  the  fepulchre  as  a  feal  unto  his  mortality,  to 
ftart  afide  and  give  way  to  our  Saviour's  refurrec- 
tioa  *.  And  little  do  we  know  thofe  wonderful  fer- 
'vices  that  thefe  invifible  powers  do  in  the  world,  evedi 
£9r:poor  and  weak  men,  at  the  command  of  dieir  great 
Jjord  and  Sovereign,  every  hour  in  the  day.  ^And  now,. 
'  O  Lord  3  it  is  true,  that  thy  Will  is  done  in  Heaven  by^ 
*  thofe  thy  glorious  creiatures  perfectly  and  exaftly ;  but 

*  Dan.  vi.  <H,      *  Acts  xii.  7.      *  Luke  xxii.  4S.       *  Lufcc.\xviii»  34." 
:    vol,  I.  2  L  *  I  and 
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*  I  and  all  thy  creatures  upon  earth,  have  in  us  a  niix- 

*  ture  of  darknefs  that  we  cannot  know  thy  Will ;  and  a 

*  mixture  of  corruption  that  refifts  the  obedience  of  thy 
^  Will ;  and  a  mixture  of  impotence,  that  we  cannot  per- 

*  form  that  part  of  thy  Will  that  we  know  and  defire  to 

*  obey  ;  fo  that  when  we  can  at  any  time  fay  with  the 

*  Apoftle,  To  will  is  pyefent  with  me ;  yet  we  muft,  with 

*  the  fame  Apoftle  fay,  That  how  to  perform  that  good, 
'*  we  find  not  * ;  therefore  I  cannot,  in  this  hcufe  of  clay, 

*  hope  to  afpire  to  the  full  perfeftion  of  an  Angelical 
f  obedience,  nor  to  thy  Will  on  Earth  as  it  is  done 
^  in  Heaven ;  yet  there  is    an   imperfed   perfodion 

*  which  in  Chrift  thou  art  pleafed  to  accept  of,  an  Evan- 
^  gelical,  though  not  an  Angelical  perfedion  in  our  obe** 

*  dience;  a  perfeclion  of  integrity  and  fincerity,  free 
^.  from  guile,  bale  ends,  or  hypocrify ;  a  heart  truly  en* 
^  deavouring  to  obey  the  voice  of  God  in  his  Word, 

*  and  truly  forrowful  for  his  defects  and  failings  in  that 
*.  obedience  :  thus  the  heart  of  David  ^^  of  Hezekiab  ^^ 
^  wereperfefl:  hearts  ;  the  obedience  enjoined  by  David 

*  to  Solomott :'  '  Serve  him  with  a  perfett  heart,  and  wil- 
^  ling  mind  'K^  *  And  this  perfedtion  of  obedience 
^  give  unto  thy  fervants,  that  thy  will  may  be  done  on 

*  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven,  fmcerely  and  fingly.' 

2.  Which  is  a  confequent  of  the  former ;  Angelical 
Obedience  is  an  Uwverjal  obedience :  there  is  hot  any 
tommand  of  God,  not  the  meaneft,  but  they  perform 
it.  *  Blefs  the  Lord  ye  his  angels  that  excel  in  flrength^ 

*  that  do  his  commandments,  hearkning  unto  the 
'  voice  of  his  word  ^.'  For  the  fame  principle  of  per- 
feft  love  to  God  moves  them  to  a  willing  obedience 
to  every  command,  as  well  as  any ;  and  they  find  a^ 
much  beauty  in  their  obedience  unto  the  command  of 
God,  when  fent  out  to  minifter  for  the  poor  member; 
of  the  Son  of  God  %  as  when  fent  upon  an  employ* 
ijrient,  for  the  matter,  more  glorious.     *  And  O  Lord^ 

*  let  thy  will  be  thus  done  on  Earth  as  it  is  in.  Heaven:' 

»  Horn.  vii.  18.  •  1  Kins:s  xv.  5.  ^  1  Kings  xx.  3.  *  2  ClHon.oxTiii.  9* 
*  Psal.  ciii.  20.        ^  Pleb.  i.  U. 

•  Let 
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*  Let  me  have  refpe^^  to  all  thy  commandments ;  and 

*  let  no  fin  be  fo  much  mine,  fo  dear,  fo  natural;  fo^ 

*  fuitable  to  my  nature  or  condition,  but  that  I  may 
•■  forfake  it  at  thy  command,  and  keep  myfelf  from 
^  my  tranfgreffion,  fmce  it  is  the  fame  God  that  equally' 

*  commands  and  forbids  in  all,  and  the  fame  love  to 

*  God  which  is  or  Ihould  be  the  principle  and  ground : 

*  of  all  my  obedience. '     '  Whofoever  fhall  keep  the 

*  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of 
*air^*  A  heart  that  can  obferve  fome  commands, 
and  yet  difpenl'e  with  itfelf  in  the  violation  of  others^ 
obeys  not  for  love  of  God^  but  of  himfelf. 

.  3.  Angelical  obedience  is  ?i  willing  and  chezrful  obe- 
dience. Which  ftill  runs  upon  the  former  reafon: 
The  principle  of  their  obedience  is  perfeft  love  of  God ; 
and  love  is  an  active  affection,  as  ftrong  as  death  ;  fo 
that  they  are  glad  of  any  opportunity  to  return  the  ex- 
prelSons  of  that  love  in  a  moft  hearty  and  willing  obe- 
dience. Chrift  fpeakiiig  of  the  angels,  faith,  They  aU 
HJbays  behold  the  face  of  my  Father ;  they  watch,  and 
are  attentive,  and  with  cheerfulnefs  expeft  every  com-, 
mand  of  God.  ^  And  thus  alfo  let  thy  will  be  done  on 

*  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven,  that  we  may  willingly 
\  and  cheerfully  perform  thy  will ;  glad  that  we  thy 

*  poor  creatures  have  any  opportunity  to  do  any  ferviqe 

*  to  thee,  though  thou  needeft  it  not ;  and  thankful 

*  that  thou  art  pleafed  to  accept  of  the  obedience  of  thy 

*  creature/ 

4*  Confequently,  an  Angelical  obedience  x^fpeedy^ 

fiv^t,  ready.     They  difpute  n6t  the  reafon  of  the  com- 

msmd,  nor  delay  the  performance  of  it.  Like  the  Cen-^ 

ttirion's  fervants,  he  faith  to  one,  Go,  and  he  goeth  ®. 

*  And,  Lord,  as  thus  thy  Will  is  done  in  Heaven,  fo  let 

*  it  be  done  on  Earth.  When  thou  commanded  things 
^  that  our  flefh  and  blood  have  much  ado  to  digelt, 
^  would  fain  be  reafoning  againft,  or  at  leaft  angry  in 
^  the  obfervance,   give  us  this  grace  not  to  confer  with 

*  flefh  arid  blood  ^,  but  reiolvedly  and  fpecdily  to  obey^ 

'  James  iL  10.  *  Luke  vii.  8.  ^Gal.  i.  l6. 

^   ..  2  L  2  *  thy 
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*  thy  will/  When  Abraham  was  called  to  leave  his 
own  country,  he  obeyed  and  went  out,  not  knowing 
whither  he  went  ^ ;  when  commanded  to  facrifice  his 
fon,  he  rofe  early  in  the  morning,  and  goes  about  his 

'  hard  employ  ^  ;  Hngerings  and  reafonings  upon  the  com^ 
-mands  of  God,  as  they  carry  in  them  a  want  of  duty, 
ib  they  always  bring  with  them  much  difadvantage, 
either  wholly  intercepting  our  obedience,  or  mingling 
with  it  much  unwillingnefs  and  averfenefs  to  it. 

5.  A  Heavenly  Angelical  obedience,  though  it  be 
full  of  perfefHon,  yet  it  is  full  of  humility.  They  know 
that  they  owe  an  infinite  obedience  to  him  from  whom 
they  receive  their  being ;  and  that  their  obedience  to 
God  is  but  the  payment  of  that  debt  they  owe  to 
him,  and  cannot  make  him  a  debtor  to  them;  they 
know  that  infinite  diftance  between  the  infinite  God 
and  themfelves,  though  glorious  yet  infinite  creatures ; 
and  therefore  they  do  not  only  pay  their  obedience,  as 
a  juft  tribute  to  God,  without  arrogance  or  merit,  but 
they  do  it  with  all  the  reverence  and  acknowledgment 
that  is  imaginable.  Both  thefe  we  find  in  the  adora« 
tion  of  the  twenty. four  elders  3.  They  fall  down  be- 
foi-e  him,  and  caft  their  crowns  before  the  throne,  fay- 
ing, *  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  Glory, 

*  and  Honour,  and  Power.'  The  diftance  between 
God  and  man  is  infinite ;  and  though  the  angels  are 
nearer  unto  God  in  perfection  of  nature  than  men,  yet 
ftill  the  diftance  between  them  is  infinite :  here  is  the 
odds,  the  angels  fee  their  diiUnce,  and  fee  more  of  the 
perfeftion  of  God ;  and  the  more  they  fee  .of  him,  the 
more  they  adore  and  reverence  him,  and  the  humbler 
they  are  in  their  fervices,  becaufe  they  fee  the  greatnefs 
of  their  diftance.  And  if  Angelical  obedience,  that  is 
fo  perfect,  fhall  be  mingled  with  fo  much  reverence, 
vdth  how  much  humility,  fhould  our  fervices,  that  arefo 
imperfefit,  be  allayed  ?  *  O  Lord,  let  thy  will  be  thus 

*  alfo  done  on  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven :  Give  us  ar 
'  fenfe  of  thy  infinite  Glory  and  Majefty,  of  that  infi* 

» Hob.  xi.  g.  «  Ge».  xU.  5.        *  Rev.  iv,  10,  1 1. 

^  nite 
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nite  diftance  between  thee  and  thy  creature ;  that 
with  all  reverence  to  thy  Majefty,  and  all  lowlinefs  in 
ourfelvcs,  we  may  appear  before  thee  in  all  we  do  for 
thee  :  give  us  a  fenfe  of  that  infinite  debt  of  obedience 
that  wc  owe  unto  thee  for  our  being,  that  product  of  j| 
an  infinite  power,  and  an  infinite  motion,  for  our 
well-beings,  our  reftitution  in  Chrift,  without  whom  , 
our  very  being  would  have  been  our  burden  :  give  us 
a  fenfe  of  the  great  imper'eftions  of  all  our  befl  per-* 
formances,  that  need  no  lefs  a  facrifice  than  the  Blood 
and  interceffion  of  Chrifl  to  wafh  them  from  that 
guilt  that  would  damn  us,  if  we  had  nothing  elfe  to 
anfwer  for :  give  us  a  fenfe  of  thy  great  condefcen* 
fion  to  thy  weak  and  iinful  creatures,  that  are  uleafed 
to  deliver  unto  us  the  knowledge  of  thy  will ;  and 
when  we  by  nature  are  unable  to  conceive  it,  or  to 
believe  it,  doth  give  us  Light  to  underfland  it,  and 
Faith  to  affent  unto  it,  that  thy  Law  is  holy,  jufl  and 
good ;  and  when  for  all  thefe  convicliontj  of  thy 
truth,  our  hearts,  the  feats  of  rebellion,  do  oppofe  it 
in  the  love  and  praftice  of  it,  thou  art  pleafed  to  fend 
down  a  powerful  worldng  of  thy  Spirit  to  chafe  out 
of  us  thofe  oppofitions  of  oiir  corrupted  nature,  and 
to  make  us  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.,  and  to 
ftrive  with,  and  fubdue  our  hearts  to  any  mcafUre  of 
the  love  of  thy  will ;  and  when,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  our  poor  and  lean  performances  are  mingled  with 
much  of  our  own  deadncfs,  contrary  motions,  and 
pollutions,  yet  thou  are  picafed  to  fprinkle  our  obe- 
dience with  his  perfect  righteoufnefs ;  to  forgive  the 
defefts,  to  cover  the  imperfections,  to  rectify  the  de-  ' 
formities  of  all  our  obedience  ;  to  pardon  what  is 
ours,  our  fins  and  defeats,  and  to  accept  and  reward 
what  is  thine  own,  as  if  it  were  ours,  when  thou 
worked  all  our  works  in  us,  and  yet  rewarded  us  as 
if  we  had  wrought  them.' 
And  as  in  the  dirtinct  confiderations  of  the  Will,  of 
the  Counfels  and  Commands  of  God,  we  are  to  defire 
that  his  Will  may  be  done  on  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven  ; 

'1  L(^  fo 
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{o  in  the  conjun£f  corftderation  cf  loth  tbeje  wills. .  There 
is  not  an  aSion  or  event  in  the  world,  but  it  falls  out 
by  the  determinate  counfel  and  fore-appointment  of 
God ;  and  yet  to  the  produftion  of  thefe  events  we  find 
a  mixture  of  adions  that  exprefsly  thwart  the  Command 
of  God.  \  he  greateft  Event  and  of  the  greateft  con- 
cernment that  the  world  ever  knew,  or  fhall  know,  was 
the  Death  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  though  he  was  thus  de- 
livered by  the  determinate  counfel  and  fore-knowledge 
of  God,,  yet  the  Jnvs  took,  and  by  wicked  hands  cru- 
cified and  flew  him  ^  The  counfel  of  God  was  a 
xnoft  wife  and  merciful  counfel ;  the  aftion  of  theJV^j 
that  fulfilled  this  counfel,  was  a  moft  cruel  and  unjuft 
aftion  ;  yet  the  injuflice  of  the  inftrument  did  no  way 
affeft  the  counfel  of  God,  nor  the  counfel  of  God 
no  way  juftify  the  action  of  the  Jezvs  ;  witnefs  that  hea- 
vy curfe  that,  upon  their  own  imprecation,  lies  upon 
the  aftors  and  their  pofterity  unto  this  day,  His  blcod  be 
upon  us ^  end u] on  our  children^.  The  mun  fins  mofl 
willingly,  and  though  the  wife  God  intermingle  occur-p 
rences  that  make  the  finful  anions  of  men  inftrumental 
to  his  counfels,  yet  their  guilt  is  no  lefs,  and  no  lefs 
their  own,  by  being  fubfervient  to  his  counfel.  God 
hath  given  thee  a  v/ord  of  command,  '  he  hath  fhewed 

*  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good  ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord 

*  require  at  thy  hands  ^  r'  Thou  needeft  not,  nor  mayeft 
feek  out  for  a  rule  of  thy  adions  in  the  fecret  counfel 
of  God  ;  nor  endeavour  to  juftify  thy  a£lions,  becaufe 
in  order  to  the  fulfilling  of  ihofe  counfels  ;  but  keep  to 
that  rule  which  he  hath  given,  '  To  the  law  and  to  the 
'  teftimony.'  '  The  fecret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord 
'  our  God,  but  thofe  things  that  are  revealed,  belong  to 
'  us  and  to  our  children  for  ever^.' 

*  Therefore,  G  Lord,  teach  me  to  wait  upon  the 
'  will  of  thy  Counfels,  and  to  be  inftrumental  in  them } 

*  that  I  may  nevcrthelefs  ever  obey  the  will  of  tliy 

*  command  ;  thiit  while  I  act  thy  will  as  a  creature, 

*  I  may  never  negkct  it  as  a  Man  or  a  Chrifiian.     I'hy 

*  Ac.sii.  ;ji^.       *Mat.  .\.\vii.  'lb*      ^  Micali.  \i.  8.     ^  Dciit.  x.vix.  '29. 

'  wifdom 
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^  \iidfdom,  it  IS  true,  can  bring  about  thy  Counfels  by. 

*  the  finful  aftions  of  men ;  and  as  thou  turned  the 

*  hearts  of  men  as  rivers  of  waters,  fo  thou  turneft  the 

*  finfiil  motions  of  the  heart  as  a  fkilful  Workman  can 
^  turn  the  ftreams  of  Water ;  fo  that  whilft  it  moves  na- 

*  turally,  it  fhall  bring  about  ends  that  are  of  a  higher 

*  conftitution :   but  furely  if  thou  canft  make  tnofe, 

*  works  of  difobedience  ferve   thy  Providence,  much- 

*  more  canft  thou  ufe  fuch  aftions  to  the  fulfilling  of 

*  thy  Counfels  that  are  fuitable  to  thy  Commands ; 

*  therefore  as  the  will  of  thy  Counfels  is  done  in  Hea- 

*  ven  by  the  Angels  and  Blefled  Spirits,  in  fuch  a  way 

*  as  is  fuitable  to  thy  Commands,  fo  let  thy  Will  be 

*  done  on  Earth,  that  while  we  ferve  thy  Providence 
'  we  may  neverthelefs  obey  thy  Will ;  and  while  we 

*  clofely  obferve  what  thou  required,  that  we  may  con- . 

*  tentedly,  patiently,  cheerfully  and  thankfully,  fubmit 
^  unto,  and  receive  what  thou  in  thy  moft  wife  Counfel 
*difpenfeft/ 

Give  us  this  Dry  cur  daily  Bread. 

Our  Saviour  direds  us  i,  to  feek  firft  the  Kingdom 
of  God  and  his  Righteoufnefs,  and  then  promifeth  that 
the  things  of  this  life  (hall  be  added  to  us.  And  ac- 
cording to  the  method  of  this  doclrine  and  promife,  fo 
is  the  method  of  this  prayer ;  firft  to  feek  the  Glory,* 
Kingdom  and  Will  of  God,  and  then  for  thofe  things 
that  arc  necefiary  for  ourfelves*  And  though  he  hath 
promifed  that  thcyil^iall  be  added  to  us,  yet  he  direfts 
to  pray  for  what  he  hath  thus  promifed  to  add.  And 
this  is  ihe  courfe  of  God's  \Vill  and  our  Duty,  that 
we  fliould  beg  of  God  v>^hat  he  hath  certainly  promifed 
to  give.  The  Promifes  of  God,  as  they  are  the  warrants 
of  our  Prayers  ;  fo  our  Prayers  are  required,  though  not 
as  caufes,  yet  as  means  of  fulfilling  his  Promifes.  And 
then  a  Promife  is  moft  fuitable  and  fitly  performed, 
when  it  is  fued  out  by  our  Prayers.  When  God  had 
p'omifed  to  build  the  ruined  Places,  and  plant  that. 

'  Mattli.  vi.  S3. 

2  L  4  which 
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which  was  defolate,  and  had  engaged  his  own  Name  and* 
Truth  to  perform  it,  *  I  the  Lord  have  fpoken  it,  an<f 

*  I  will  do  it  ^,*  yet  requires  their  prayers  to  precede 
the  performance  of  it ;  'I  will  yet  for  this  be  inquired 

*  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  to  do  it  for  them ;'  and^ 
that,  amongft  others,  upon  thefe  co^ifideraticns : 

1 .  To  fhew  our  dependance  upon  him.  All  Creatures, 
as  they  are  effentially  depending  upon  God  in  their 
Being  and  Prefervation,  so  according  to  the  meafure 
of  their  power  they  teftify  that  Dependance.     *  The 

*  young  Lions  feek  their  meat  from  God  s.*     *  He 

*  giveth  the  beafts  their  food,  and  to  the  young  ravens 

*  which  cry  3/  ^  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee,  and 
'  thou  giveft  them  their  meat  in  due  feafon  4/  There  is 
a  fecret  and  unknown  teftification,  even  in  the  fenfible 
Creatures,  of  their  dependance  upon  God  for  their  live- 
lihood; and  much  more  is  required,  and  that  moft  juflly^ 
from  man  :  it  is  an  act  of  Mercy  and  Bounty  for  God  to 
promife  and  to  give  ;  and  an  act  of  Duty  and  Recog- 
nition for  Man  to  feek. 

2.  It  brings  the  foul  more  to  fee  and  to  acknowledge 
and  magnify  that  mercy  that  is  given,  when  it  is  firft 
fued  out  from  God  by  prayer.  A  bleffing  obtained 
upon  prayer,  carries  a  more  immediate  impreffion  of 
the  liberality  of  God,  than  when  it  is  given  unfought 
for. 

3.  It  makes  a  bleffing  the  more  acceptable,  when 
obtained ;  and  the  more  comfortable  and  contenting 
in  the  enjoyment,  when  a  man,  together  with  the 
mercy  he  receives,  receives  alfo  a  fenfe  of  the  mercy 
and  goodnefs  of  God  coming  with  it :  And  as  in 
refpeft  of  this  concomitance,  fo  it  mod  times  falls  out, 
that  fuch  bleffings  fo  obtained  are  more  fuitable,  and 
feaforabie,  and  ample,  and  ufeful,  than  fuch  as  come 
in  an  ordinary  way  of  providence. 

4.  It  fits  a  man  with  a  better  mind  to  ufe  them  with 
thankfulnefs  unto  God,  with  fobriety,  and  yet  with 
eheerfulnefs ;    when  a  man   fhall  confider  that  this 

*  iizck.  xxxvi.  SC.    *  Psal.  civ.  31.    ^  Pial.  c.\lvii.  0.     *  P^al.  cxlv.  Mj. 
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Weffing  I  had  from  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  God 
derived  to  me  by  that  means  that  he  hath  enjoined, 
prayer  bottomed  upon  his  promife.  The  difturbance 
that  grows  to  any  man  in  any  condition,  is  either  out 
of  a  difproportion  of  his  condition  to  a  right  mind,  or 
a  difproportion  of  his  mind  to  a  right  fruition :  A 
blefling  obtained  by  prayer  avoids  both  ;  it  brings  a 
proportionable  good  to  his  mind  and  defire,  and  it 
luits  the  mind  with  a  proportionable  temper  to  the 
blefling  ^  Solomon  tells  us  of  a  man  to  whom  God  had 
given  riches,  and  wealth  and  honour,  fo  that  he  wanted 
nothing  that  his  heart  could  defire ;  yet  God  gave  him 
Xiot  power  to  eat  thereof  :  The  difcompofure  of  his 
mind  robbed  him  of  fruition  as  equally  as  if  he  had  not 
had  the  pofleffion.  But  the  blefling  of  wealth  gotten 
by  prayer,  is  accompanied  with  a  mind  to  ufe  it  com- 
fortably and  cheerfully,  yet  foberly  and  humbly.  Sin 
hath  put  a  curfe  in  the  creatures,  that  they  prove  un- 
ufeful ;  and  it  hath  put  a  curfe  in  the  foul,  that  it 
corrupts  the  creature,  as  an  ill  ftomach  doth 
good  nourifliment :  fo  that  oftentimes  they  are  oc- 
cafions  of  excefs  and  intemperance,  of  pride  and 
haughtinefs,  of  carnal  confidence  and  forgetting  of 
God :  '  Left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and  fay.  Who 
'  is  the  Lord  2/  Prayer  is  by  the  free  goodnefsof  God 
made  a  means  to  take  out  the  curfe  from,  both ;  it 
fanftifies  the  creature ;  '  Every  creature  of  God  is  fane- 
tiiied  by  the  Word  and  Prayer  ^  :'  by  the  word  of  cont^ 
mand  given  to  the  creature  to  make  it  ferviceable  ;  and 
by  the  word  of  promife  given  to  the  ufer,  and  by 
prayer  laying  hold  upon  that  promife,  diid  fuing  out 
that  blefling  that  is  contained  in  it;  and  it  fanftifies 
the  heart,  keeps  it  in  dependance  upon  God,  in  con- 
dence  in  him,  and  fobriety  before  him  ;  it  teacheth 
him,  that  the  bleflings  of  this  life,  come  from  him,  are 
his  bV  (lings  ;  My  corn^  and  my  ^ivine,  and  my  oil.  And  ac- 
cordingly the  heart  is  tutored  to  ufe  them  with  all 
nioderalion,  thankfulnefs,  and  contentednefs.  / 

^  Kcclcs.  vi.  2,  *  Piov.  XXX.  Q.  '1  Tim.  iv,  5. 
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'  1.  Give  lis^  &c.  Give  us  our  breld,  not  pay  it  us  as- 
a  duty.  The  bcft  title  we  have  to  all  our  bleffings,  is 
free  gift.  God  did  not,  nor  could  at  firfl:  ows  to  any 
thing  its  being  ;  and  having  given  a  being  to  any  thing, 
^he  owes  it  not  prefervation,  nor  the  means  of  it ;  but 
the  gift  of  the  latter  is  as  free  as  of  the  former.  When 
God  faid  to  man,  '  In  the  fweat  of  thy  brows  thou 

*  {halt  eat  thy  bread  i;'  he  gave  him  not  his  bread  as  the 
wages  of  his  labour,  but  annexed  his  toil  and  labour 
as  the  curfe  of  his  life ;  and  yet  fuch  is  his  mercy  that 
he  gives  us  our  bread  for  afking  for  it.    '  How  much 

*  more  fli all  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven,'  give 

*  good  things  to  them  that  afk  him  ^  r*  '  OLord,  I  have 

*  no  title  to  the  neccfiaries  of  my  life,  but  thy  free  gift 
^  and  bounty  ;  and  had  I  any,    yet  my  continual  Cns 

*  do  every  moment  forfeit  that  title.  The  beggar  that 
'  begs  bread  at  my  door,  hath  a  better  right  to  the 

*  bread  he  begs,  as  againft  me,  than  I  have  to  the  bread 

*  I  eat,  as  from  Thee.  I  come  therefore  before  Thee 
^  for  the  neceflaries  of  my  Hfe,  \sath  all  abhorrence  and  ■ 

*  dereftation  of  any  merit  in  myfelf  to  defei've  them  ; 
'  they  are  thine  before  thou  giveft  them ;    and  they 

*  are  not  mine  unlefs  thou   givcfl  them  ;  and  when 

*  thou  haft  given  them  they  are  Itill  thine ;  and  bleffed 

*  be  thy  Name  that  thou  art  pleafed  to  give  them  me 

*  for  the  alklng.     Nor  doth  my  afking  of  my  bread  at 

*  thy  hands  dcierve  the  gift  of  it  to  me,  but  it  is  the 
^  means  which  thou  haft  fandified  by  thy  free  promife 
'  to  procure  them  for  me.' 

2.  Give  us  cur  bread.  We  cannot  give  it  ourfelves  ; 
our  good  is  not  in  our  own  hands  nor  power ;  it  is  he 
that  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealth  ^  ;  without  his 
bleflings  my  labours  and  projections  will  prove  fruit- 
lefs  ;  it  is  vain  to  rife  early,  and  to  go  to  bed  late^; 
or  if  they  arrive  to  acquire  the  bread  I  want,  yet  he 
can  blow  upon  it,  and  makes  holes  in  my  bag «'"',  can 
fend  worms  into  my  manna  ^  ;  or  if  my  (lore  become 

'  Gen.  iii.  ip.  '  Matth.  vii.  1 1.  ^  Dciit.  viii.  l6,  19. 

^  rjalui  cxwii.  2.    ''  Hi^-jii;.  i.  (3,  9.  *  TmuIus  :ai,  i2u. 
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mot  unferviceable  for  me,  yet  it  muft  l?e  his  bleffing  that 
muft  enable  me  to  eat  of  it  ^,  I  will  therefore  be  honeftlj 
induRrious  to  get  my  bread ;  for  it  is  my  duty  ;  '  In  the 

*  fweat  of  thy  brows  thou  flialt  eat  thy  bread  ^Z  But  I 
will  not  be  folicitous  touching  the  event ;  for  '  he  hath 

*  faid,  I  will  not  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee  3/  And 
if  the  providence  of  God  fecond  my  endeavours,  yet 
I  will  not  facrifice  to  my  net  ■*,  but  with  acknowledg- 
ment blefs  the  hand  of  God  that  gives  me  the  bread, 
^nd  labour  and  pray  to  make  it  bread  to  me ;  for  man 
cannot  live  by  bread  alone  ^,  but  by  that  word  of 
bleffing  whereby  he  makes  it  my  daily  bread. 

*  3.  Give  us  our  bread  ;    yet  if  thou  give  it  not, 

*  give  us  contentednefs ;    for  what  caufe  have  we  to 

*  murmur  at  the  denial  of  that  which   thou  art  not 

*  bound  to  give  ?  or  if  thou  turn  our  daily  bread  to 

*  bread  of  carefulnefs,    or   of  affliction,    yet  give  us 

*  patience,  and  we  fhall  be  able  to  live  upon  this  bread. 

*  Our  daily  bread  is  thy  free  gift,  and  therefore  if  thou 

*  give  it  not,  it  is  no  injury,  nor  caufe  of  repining/ 

This  Day^  or  Day  by  Day. 

And  why  not  bread  for  to-morrow,  as  well  as  for 
lo-day  ?  The  reafon  of  the  prayer  is  contained  in  our 
Saviour's    command,    '  Take    no  thought    for   to- 

*  morrow  ^/  And  the  realons  of  that  command  are 
thefe: 

1 .  To  keep  us  in  a  continual  defendance  upon  God. 
And  this  our  Saviour  enforceth  upon  the  confideratioii 
of  the  very  fowls,  '  They  fow  not,  neither  do  they 

*  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns,  yet  your  heavenly  Father 

*  feedeth  them,  and  that  in  due  feafon7  f  '  And  are 
^  ye  not  much  better  than  they  ?*  When  Elias  was  at 
God's  immediate  finding,  the  ravens  brought  him 
meat  in  the  wildernefs  at  feafonable  times.  Supplies 
beyond  neceffity  of  the  prefent,  are  apt  to  make  us 
either  vainly  profufe,  or  vainly  confident.     An  exam- 

•  rcdcs.  V.  II).  and  vi.  2.  *  Gcti.  iii.  10-    '  Hcb.  Nxiii.  3  *  Hah.  i.  16 

*  ^JattJr.  ;v.  ^.  ^  Mattti.  vi,  ii2,  ^  Psalm  cxlv. 
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pie  of  the  firfl:  we  have  in  the  prodigal  ^,  that  wonlJ 
have  all  his  portion  at  once  that  belonged  to  liim  :  He; 
wafted  it  in  riotous  living,  which  he  did  not  before, 
when  his  father's  care  meafured  out  his  fupplies  ac- 
cording to  his  exigencies  and  occafions.  An  inftance 
of  the  latter  we  have  in  the  rich  man  -^  when "  his  ftore 
out-grew  his  receipt,  fo  that  he  projefteth  the  building 
of  greater  bams,  he  then  fets  up  his  reft ;  *  Thou  hall 

*  much  laid  up  for  many  years ;    eat,  drink,  and  be 

*  merry.'  Ifrael  was  in  lefs  danger  when  he  fed  as  it 
were,  from  hand  to  mouth,  \vi  the  wildemefs,  than 
when  he  had  eaten  and  was  full ;  v/hen  his  herds,  and 
flocks,  and  filver  and  gold  were  multiplied,  then  his 
heart  was  in  danger  to  be  lifted  up,  and  to  forget 
God^^.  And  accordingly  it  proved  when  Jejtirwi 
waxed  fat,  he  kicked,  and  forfook  the  Lord  which 
made  him,  and  lightly  etteemed  the  rock  of  his  faL- 
vation  ^.  And  fuch  is  the  bafenefs,  and  falfenefs,  and 
pride  of  our  hearts,  that  could  we  have  our  turns 
ierved  by  any  other  means  than  from  the  hands  of  God, 
we  would  never  feek  unto  him ;  and  when  we  have  any 
thing  beyond  the  exigence  of  our  prefcnt  condition, 
we  prefently,  make  tliat  our  confidence.  We  had 
rather  be  beholden  to  any  thing  than  to  him,  and 
rather  truft  in  any  thing  than  m  him.  Therefore  in 
great  condefcenfion  to  the  waywardnefs  of  our  natures, 
he  is  often  pleafed  to  keep  the  treafury  of  outward 
bleffings  in  his  own  hands,  deliver  them  out  by  little 
and  little  , according  to  our  prefent  exigencies,  that 
fo  though  the  bafenefs  of  our  natures,  will  not,  yet  the 
neceffities  of  our  nature  and  his  wife  difpenfation  en- 
force us  to  make  our  often  addreffes  to  him,  to  beg 
our  bread  of  him,  as  often  as  we  have  neceflity  to  eat, 
that  thereby  we  may  learn  to  depend  upon  him. 

2.  Though  our  foolifh  hearts  cannot  think  fo,  yet 
certam  it  is  that  God  is  the  beft  treafurer  of  his  owq 
bleffings  for  us ;  he  huft^ands  them  better  for  us  than 
we  can  ourfelves ;    difpenfeth  them  with  more  pru- 

'•  Lnke  .w.  \%  *  \A\\t  xii.    ^  l^cut.  vili.  3,  li),  11.     *  Dcut.  xxxii.  15, 
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dence,  feafonablenefs,  convenience,  than  if  they  were 
at  our  taking.  He  knows  what  proportion  is  fitteft, 
what  time  feafonableft  :  and  therefore  we  are  taught 
by  this  part  of  this  petition,  to  truft  God  with  his 
own  bleffings,  and  with  the  difpenfing  of  them.  Our 
Father  is  a  wife  and  merciful  Father,  and  we  are  foolifh 
and  inconfiderate  children.  Letus  truft  him  with  our  por-  . 
lion,  it  {hall  certainly  bebetter  managed inhishands  than 
in  ours.  Though  he  giv^  not  out  to-day  what  is  fit  for 
to-morrow,  yet  he  hath  the  fame  ftore  of  mercy  and' 
wifdom  to-morrow  that  he  hath  to-day,  or  had  yefter- 
day.  And  if  he  gives  me  enough  for  this  day  upon 
my  petition,  what  need  I  trouble  myfelf  about  to* 
morrow  ?  when  to-morrow  comes,  I  will  b^  it,  2^ 
1  did  to-day ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  deal  as 
bountifully  to-morrow  as  he  hath  done  this  day. 
Therefore  I  will  beg  to-day  fpr  the  bread  of  this  day^ 
^d  beg  to-morrow  bread  for  to-morrow,  and  not  anti- 
cipate my  duty  by  begging  to-day  bread  for  to-morrow.r 
3.  To  put  us  in  mind  of  our  mortality.  Why  fhdl  I 
be  folicitous  for  to-morrow,  when  I  know  not  how 
God  will  difpofe  of  me  before  to-morrow  comes? 
Who  can  tell  what  a  day  may  bring  forth;* 
1  will  wait  therefore  all  my  appointed  time  tiJi  my 
change  cometh  ^  And  if  God  fpare  me  my  life 
till  to-morrow,  it  will  be  then  feafonable  to  beg  breacjfr 
for  that  life,  as  I  have  done  for  this  day. 

'       .  ■  '  Our  daily  Bread. 

;  Bread.  We. have  herein  thefe  two  confiderations  : 
,  1 .  The  extent  of  it :  Bread  is  the  ftaff"  of  life,  the 
ftrcngth  of  life ;  '  Bread  which  ftrengtheneth  man's. 
'  heart  2:'  If  this  be  wanting,  it  makes  a  famine, 
though  there  be  a  fupply  of  ottier  things ;  and  if  this 
lie  had,  the  want  of  other  things  may  be  borne :  arid' 
therefore  it  comprehends  all  the  conveniencies  for  the 
.Support  of  our  natures ;  '  Wherefore  do  yeifpend  your 
'  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ^  :*  '  I  will  abun- 

*  Jub  xiv.  14.  •  Psalin  civ.  l'>.  'Isa  Iv.  2.    . 
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*  dantly  blefs  her  provifion,  and  fatisfy  her  poor  with 

*  bread  ^/  So  that  when  I  beg  my  daily  bread,  I  beg 
for  all  the  conveniencies  for  the  fupport  of  my  life. 

2,  The  rsftriStion  of  it :  Our  Saviour  teacheth  us  to 
pray  for  food  for  our  neceflity  and  conveniency,  not 
for  our  curiofity  or  fupei-fluity ;  and,  "wixh  ^gur^  to 
defire  food  convenient  for  us  -•  'Fhe  IJraelies  had  their 
daily  fupply  of  bread  from  Heax-en,  and  they  were 
not  contented,  but  tempted  God,  and  afked  meat 
for  their  lufts :    *  And  they  were  not  eftranged  from 

*  their  lufts ;    but  while   the  meat  was  yet  in  their 

*  mouths,  the  wrath  of  God  fell  upon  them  3/  A 
petition  for  fupplies  to  be  confumed  upon  our  lufts, 
fe  with  more  mercy  denied  than  granted  *•  When 
we  are  to  afk  for  temporal  fupplies,  our  Saviour  teacheth 
ns  in  this  petition,  modefty,  moderation,  and  conten- 
tation  ;  if  we  have  food  and  raiment,  therewith  to  be 
content :  not  but  that  abundance  is  a  bleiling,  and 
fuch  as  wherein  God  not  only  allows  but  requires  a 
cheerful  and  thankful  ufe  ;    '  Becaufe  thou  ferveft  ot 

*  theLord  thy  God  with  joy  fulnefs  and  gladnefe  of  heart 

*  for  the  abundance  of  all  things,  therefore  fhalt  thotl 

*  fttve  thine  enemies,  &c,  ^.'  Wealth  and  abundance 
are  Weffings  of  God,  fuch  as  we  muft  receive  with 
thankftilnefs  and  ufe  with  cheerfiilnefs,  fobriety,  and 
liberality;  but  we  have  no  promife  to  be  rich,  or 
to  have  abundance;  if  God  gives  it,  he  is  better 
than  his  prcmife,  and  we  have  great  caufe  therein  to 
blefs  his  name ;  but  we  have  a  promife  of  fupply  of 
our  neceflities  of  nature,  and  the  promife  of  God  is 
the  fbimdation  of  our  prayer.  We  have  commiffioh  to 
pray  for  bread,  not  for  delicacies  or  fuperfluiries. 
Thefe,  if  given,  may  be  lawfully,  and  moft  be  thank- 
fully ufed  ;  but  if  not  given,  we  muft  live  contentedly 
and  thankfully  ^\ithout  them.  God  knows  what  pro- 
portion beft  fitteth  us,  and  if  he  gives  us  our  daily 
bread,  he  gives  us  as  much  as  we  have  a  comraiflion 

*  Psal.  cxxxii.  1*.         -  IVov.  xxxviii,  s.         ^  Psalm  Lx.wiik  18- 

*  James  iv.  3.  '  Deiit.  xwiii.  47. 
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to  afk ;  and  yet  by  afking  only  for  our  daily  bread,  we 
Sire  not  bound  to  afk  merely  for  the  neceflity  of  the 
fupport  of  life,  but  for  a  comfortable  and  convenient 
fupport,  according  to  that  condition  wherein  God's 
Providence  hath  placed  us.  That  may  be  Bread  to 
one's  meal  for  his  convenience,  which  may  be  quaiU 
to  another's  meal  for  his  lufts.  And  this  variety  may 
arife  by  the  difference  of  ftations,  or  degrees  (that 
may  be  but  Bread  for  Solomon's  table,  which  may 
be  quails  of  a  meaner  perfon) :  the  difference  of  rela- 
tions and  dependencies,  the  difference  of  tempers  and 
conftitutions  of  body,  the  difference  of  feafon  and 
occurrences.  There  may  be  a  feafon  when  our  Lord 
gives  us  a  commiflion  to  eat  whatfoever  our  foul 
defireth,  fo  it  be  done  before  the  Lord,  and  as  in  hia^ 
prefence^  ;  and  there  is  a  feafon  when  flaying  of  oxeny 
and  killing  flieep,  and  eating  fleih,  is  an  iniquity  not 
to  be  purged  2.  The  wife  God,  that  ordereth  and' 
difpofeth  all  times,  and  perfons,  and  circumftances, 
doth  with  the  fame  wifdom  fit  them  with  fuitable 
concomitants  and  adjunfts.  He  hath  made  every 
thing  beautiful  in  its  time  ^. 

•  But  befide  this  Bread  for  our  bodies,  there  is  Bread 
for  our  fouls ^  which  comes  under  this  petition  :  *  the 
'  Bread  of  Life,  and  the  water  of  Life  '^,'  this  is  the 
fife  of  our  fouls.  And  as  much  as  the  good  and  fup- 
port and  life  of  our  fouls  is  of  more  concernment 
to  us  than  the  life  of  our  bodies,  fo  is  the  Bread  of 
our  4buls  of  more  concernment  for  us  to  alk,  than 
the  Bread  of  our  bodies :  this  is  Cbrifi^  '  I  am  the" 

*  Bread  of  Life,  he  that  cometh  to  me  fliall  never 
^  hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on  me  Ihall  never 
^  thirit'^;*  Bread,  like  the  widow's  barrel  of  meal,' 
thht  fhall  never  diminifli  unto  all  eternity.  This  Bread 
our  Lord  hath  been  pleafed  already  to  give  us,  Chrift 
and  his  fuhiefs ;  and  nothing  is  wanting  if  we  have 
hut  a  hand  to  receive  it.  And  this  Bread  we  eat 
when  we  believe  the  truth  of  God  concerning  him  ; 

»  Dent.  xiv.  w'G.         ^  [«^aiah  x.xii.  lv>,  K^,  li.         ^  Ecdcs.  iii.  II. 
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vhen  we  often  contempkte  upon  the  mercy  of  Gd4 
in  giving  him,  and  upon  that  mighty  falvation  vhidi 
in  him  he  hath  given  us ;  when  we  have  often  recouiie 
unto  him  for  grace  and  mercy ;  when  we  carry  uoto 
him  all  our  uock  of  love  and   admiration,  and  de- 
pendance,  and   recumbence  and   refolution  of  fpirit. 
And  here  we  find  Bread  for  our  fouls  in   the  moSi 
comprehi-nfive  latitude,   accommodate  to   every  con- 
dition  of  the  fcul  :  here   is  Bread  to  feed   and  to 
ftrengthen  it,  the  Grace  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  ;  phyfic 
to  cure  and  recover  it,  the  Satisiaflion  and  Merit  of 
Chrift  ;  varieties  to  feaft  and  to  refrefli  it ;  the  Pro- 
mifes  of  God,  joy  in  believing,  unfpeakable  and  fiJI 
of  glory  ;  Bread  that  will  fatisfy,  yet  never  fatiate; 
but  the  more  we  feed  upon  him,  the  greater  is  our 
plenty,  and  the  better  otir  ftoniach. 

To  conclude  then,  the  whole  confideration  of  this 
petition  ;  when  I  pray  for  my  daily  Bread^  my  foul  doth 
or  fhould  run  into  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe  :  *  O  Lord 
thou  didft  at  firft  freely  give  me  my  being.  I  could 
not  deferve  it  when  I  was  not :  the  fame  title  that 
I  have  to  my  being,  1  have  to  my  prefervation  and 
fupport  of  my  being  ;  it  is  ftill  free  gift,  and  there- 
fore I  come  to  Thee  for  my  bread  upon  no  other 
terms  than  as  a  poor  beggar  to  a  moft  bountiful  Lord. 
And  becaufe  thou  hall  commanded  me  to  caft  my 
care  upon  Thee,  therefore  I  feek  my  Bread  of  Thee 
for  this  day,  which  thou  haft  hitherto  lent  me ;  I 
defire  to  truft  Thee  with  my  portion,  and  it  i»  my 
happinefs  that  my  portion  is  not  in  my  own  hands^ 
but  in  thine.  Give  therefore,  I  pray  Thee,  Bread 
for  this  day,  and  when  to-morrow  comes,  I  will 
beg  Bread  of  Thee  for  to-monow ;  and  if  thou 
giveft  me  this  day  fupplies  beyond  the  expence  of 
this  day,  I  will  ufe  it  thankfully,  and  neverthelefs 
dependingly ;  for  I  will  renew  my  petition  for  my 
daily  Bread  ftill.  It  is  thy  bleffing  that  gives  my 
Bread  power  to  nourifh  me.  And  that  which  is 
Bread  to-day,  and  fufEcient  for  to-morrow^  may 
without    thy  bleffing    upon  it,  like  the  Ifradites 

<  manna^ 
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manna,  kept  beyond  thy  command,  be  worms 
to-morrow  :  And  becaufe  thou  haft  promifed,  that 
verily  I  fhall  be  fed^ ,  upon  that  promife  of  .thine  I 
beg  food  and  clothmg  convenient  for  me.  If  thou 
giveft  me  no  more,  or  not  fo  much,  give  me  con- 
tentednefs  and  thankfulnefs  ;  and  if  thou  giveft  me 
more,  give  me  thankfulnefs  for  it,  fobricty  in  the 
ufe  of  it,  and  Uberality  in  the  difpenfmg  of  it.  In 
giving  me  but  enough,  I  am  fteward  for  myfelf : 
and  in  giving  me  more  than  enough,  I  am  but  a 
fteward  of  that  abundance  for  others.  But  abov6 
all,  ever  give  me  of  the  Bread  of  Life,  that  whilft 
my  body  is  fed,  my  foul  may  not  be  ftarved,  either 
for  want  of  that  everlafting  Bread,  or  for  want  of 
an  appetite  to  it.' 

And  forgive  us  our  Dehis  2,  our  Sins  ^. 

Sins.  We  are  all  under  the  guilt  of  fin.  *  No 
*  man  lives  and  fins  not^.'  *  If  we  fay  we  have  no 
'  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves^.'  God  made  man  righteous 
at  firft,  and  gave  him  a  Righteous  Law  ;  and  inafmuch 
as  man  owdd  an  infinite  Jubje£f ion  to  the  Author  of  his 
being,  he  owed  an  exa£i  obedience  to  the  Law  of  his 
Maker  :  yet  God  was  pleafed  to  give  him  this  lazv^ 
not  only  as  the  Rule  of  his  obedience,  but  as  a  Cove- 
nant of  Life  and  of  Death  ;  viz.  that  fo  long  as  he 
and  his  feed  (hould  obferve  that  law,  fo  long  they 
fliould  enjoy  bleffednefs  and  immortality  ;  and  if  they 
fhould  break  any  part  of  that  law,  they  fliould  die  the 
death.  Tbefirfi  man  made  a  ftipulaticn  for  himjelf  and 
bis  pojierity^  and  this  was  but  juft,  tor  he  had  in 
himfclf  the  race  of  all  mankind :  all  fucceeding  gene- 
rations are  but  pieces  of  Adam^  who  had  not,  nor 
could  h?.vc  \k\':\x  being  but  from  him,  and  fo  it  was  but 
reafimihlc  .utdjnfi  for  him  to  contrail  for  all  his  pofte- 
rity.  And  as  it  was  juft  in  refped  of  the  perfon 
contracting,  fo  it  was  juft  in  refpect  of  the  manner 
of  the  contract :  the  Law,  that  was  his  Covenant,  was 

*  Psalm  xxxvii.  3.  *  Matt.  vr.  ^  Luke  xi. 

*  Eccles.  vii.  iiO.  *  i  John  i,  8. 
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a  juft  and  righteous  Law,  a  Law  fuitable  to  the  en- 
dowments and  power  of  his  nature:  Again,  the 
bleffednefs,.  which  by  his  obedience  he  was  to  hold, 
was  not  of  his  own  creating  nor  obtaining  ;  it  was  the 
free  gift  of  God,  and  it  is  but  reafonable  that  the  Lord 
of  this  gift  might  give  it  in  what  manner  he  pleafed ; 
and  it  could  not  be  unjuft  that  the  Lord  that  gave  him 
this  bleflednefs,  fhould  give  it  him  under  what  con- 
ditions he  pleafed :  But  he  gave  it  him  under  moft 
reafonable  and  juft  conditions;  viz.  an  Obedience  to  a 
moft  juft  and  reafonable  Law,  which  fuited  with  the 
ability  and  perfection  of  his  nature ;  and  therefore 
when,  upon  the  breach  of  Covenant  by  Man,  he 
withdrew  that  bleflednefs  from  him  and  his  pofterity, 
he  did  no  more  than  what  was  moft  juft  for  him  to 
do.  And  thus  we  ftand  guilty  of  that  fin  which 
our  firft  Father  committed,  and  are  deprived  of  that 
Bleflednefs  and  Life  which  our  firft  Father  had  ;  and 
the  privation  of  that  Bleflednefs  and  Immortality  is 
Death  ;   *  By  one  Man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and 

*  death  by   fin  ^ :'  and   ^  By  one  man's  difdbedience. 

*  many  were  made  finners^.*  In  Addun  all  die  ^,  And 
by  this  fin  of  ^dam  all  %vcre  made  /inner s^  by  thefe 
tvso  ways : 

1.  By  a£fual  participation  of  this  Difobedience.; 
for  we  were  then  in  him :  But  that  is  not  all,  for 
upon  that  reafon  every  man  (hould  ftand  guilty  of  all 
the  fins  committed  by  any  of  his  progenitors  fince 
Adam^  which  feems  not  to  agree  with  the  profeflion 
of  Almighty  God,  *  the  fon  ftiall  not  bear  the  iniquity 
'  of  the  father  **.*  But  the  cafe  is  not  alike  ;  for  Jdam 
was  created  in  integrity  and  perfedion,  in  an  ability  to 
perform  the  Law,  and  fo  was  a  fit  perfon  to  ftipulate  for 
his  pofterity.  2.  And  as  he  was  a  perfon  fo  qualified,  fo 
the  Covenant  was  made  between  God  and  him,  both 
for  him  and  his  pofterity :  and,  3.  As  we  fuffer  in 
the  penalty  of  his  difobedience,  fo  we  had  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  his  obedience  ;  we  had  come  into  the  world 

•  Romans  v.  12.    *  Roman?  v.  19.    "  \  Cor.  xv.  22,     ^  Ezck.  xviii.  20 
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with  the  fame  liberty  of  will,  and  integrity,  and  per- 
feftion  of  nature  that  he  had ;  but  all  thefe  are 
wanting  in  any  other  perfon  in  the  world :  1.  A  defeft 
of  nature  is  gone  over  all,  that  none  is  fit  to  ftipulate 
for  himfelf  and  his  pofterity :  2.  No  fuch  contraft 
hath  been  at  any  time  made  between  God  and  any 
other  man. 

Q,.  By  a  necejfary  con/equence ;  for  God  having  juftly 
withdrawn  from  man  his  bleffednefs  and  perfedion  ; 
and  fin  having  corrupted  and  embafed  his  nature, 
we  by  propagation  from  him  derive  a  corrupted,  de- 
praved nature,  full  of  impotence,  and  rebellion,  and 
diforder ;  *  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an 

*  unclean  ^  ?'  God  was  pleafed  to  communicate  to  man 
a  being  in  the  effence  of  a  man ;  and  to  communicate 
unto  him  a  degree  of  purity,  immortality,  wifdom 
and  perfeftion,  beyond  the  compafs  of  his  natural 
fubfiftence  :  but  this  latter  was  communicated  to  him 
under  a  Covenant,  which  when  he  broke  he  loft, 
and  not  only  loft  that,  but  even  ftained,  and  corrupted, 
and  embafed  that  very  being  that  after  he  had  finned 
he  retained.     And  this  is  *  the  old  man  corrupt,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  deceivable  lufts  2/  « A  body  of  death  3.* 
And  this  depravation  of  our  nature  was  followed  with 
the  continual  corruption,  and  at  laft  vrith  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  nature  2  and  that  not  only  in  thofe  who  had 
finned  after  the  fimilitude  of  Adam^s  tranfgreffion,  by 
an  aftual  breach  of  an  exprefs  Law  4,  but  in  all  that 
•were  partakers  of  Adam's  corrupted  nature,  even 
infants ;  and  fo  death  pafTed  over  alL 

And  as  thus  we  partake  of  original  Jin^  as  well  by 
being  virtually  aftors  in  it,  as  alfo  by  derivation  of  a 
corrupted  nature ;  fo  this  corruption  of  our  nature  pro- 
duceth  in  all  our  lives  continued  and  renewed  a3uat 
fjis  the  conceptions  of  lufts  ^  ;  and  thefe  a^ual  Sinsj 
according  to  the  difference  of  thofe  commands  of  God 
which  are  violated,  are  either  fins  of  omiflion,  or  of 

'  Job  xiv.  4.        *  E[)hes.  iv.  22.         '  Rom.  Tii.  24.      *  Roxfi.  v.  14., 
^  J^ines  i.  1^.    ^  Luke  xi?. 
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commiffion :  and  both  come  luider  the  extent  of  thi» 
petition,  by  the  name  of  fins  or  trefpajfes  i,  by  the 
name  of  debts  ^  j  for  we  owe  unto  God  duty  and  obe- 
dience, and  every  violation  of  that  duty  leaves  us  fa 
much  indebted  unto  God ;  the  leaft  of  which  is  im- 
poffible  to  be  paid  when  once  incurred,  becaufe  it  is 
impoflible  for  us  to  make  that  not  to  have  been,  which 
hath  already  been,  and  impoflible  for  us,  by  all  our 
future  obedience  (were  it.  as  exaft  as  the  will  of  God 
requires)  to  expiate  a  fin  paft;  for  ftill  that  perfeQ; 
obedience  is  no  more  than  we  owe ;  we  have  therein 
but  done  our  duty,  and  are  but  unprofitable  fervants ; 
but  if  it  were  poffible  to  think  that  one  aft  of  perfeft 
obedience  to  God  would  expiate  for  any  fin  paft,  yet 
fuch  is  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  that  not  one  fuch 
aO:  can  be  found :  there  is  in  our  bell  aftions  a  mixture 
and  adherence  of  fome  defeft  or  other,  that  makes  it 
become  the  fubjeO:  ftill  of  this  petition,  that  which  needs 
mercy,  pardon,  and  therefore  cannot  contain  merit  to- 
deferve. 

So,  then,  all  are  concluded  under  fin  3,  and  confe- 
quently  under  guilt,  the  effefl:  of  fin ;  confequently 
under  death,  and  a  curfe,  the  wages  of  fin.  And  this 
fin,  guilt,  and  curfe,  is  fo  clofely  bound  to  every  one 
of  Adam^s  pofterity,  that  there  is  no  poflibility  in  the 
beft  of  them  to  deliver  themfelves  fi'om  it ;  therefore, 
O  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray. 

Forgive  us. 

Forghenefs  is  an  ad  of  Free  Grace,  whereby  our. 
oflFended  God  freely,  and  without  any  merit  of  ours, 
remits  the  fin,  the  guilt,  and  punifhment ;  the  perfon 
offended  is  he  only  that  can  forgive ;  the  rule  was 
true,  though  mifapplied :    '  Who  can  forgive  fins  but 

*  God  only  4  ?'  And  forgivenefs  is  an  aft  of  moft  free 
mercy,  and  nothing  of  merit  in  the  perfon  forgiven : 

*  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreflions 

*  for  my  own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy  fms^.' 

'Luke-xi.    '^MaUb.vi.    ^  Gal.  iii,  22.    ♦  Mark  ii.  7.    Msa.  xUii.  25. 
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Mifery,  which  is  the  eSeSt  of  fin,  is  the  objeft  of 
mercy,  but  it  is  not  the  defert  of  it,  efpecially  when 
that  very  mifery  under  which  we  are  brought  by  fin, 
is  a  mifery  wilfully  contracted  by  ourfelves ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  is  ftill  a  finning  mifery,  a  mifery  accom-r 
panied  with  ftupidity  and  fenfeleffiiefe,  with  averfion 
and  oppofition  againft  that  God,  and  that  very  mercy, 
that  (hould  deliver  us.  God  commends  the  freenefe 
and  fulnefs  of  his  goodnefs  to  us,  by  taking  that  fea- 
fon  to  be  merciful  when  our  condition  is  moft  mi- 
ferable,  not  becaufe  our  mifery  deferves  his  pity :    '  I 

*  faid  unto  thee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  live : 

*  yea,  I  faid  unto  thee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  bloody 

*  live  ^'  This  forgivenefs  is  tbus  wrought :  Man,  that 
was  infinitely  bound  to  love  and  obey  the  Author  of 
his  being,  moft  ungratefully  and  unneceffarily  finned 
againft  him,  and  thereby  defervedly  incurred  the  ever- 
lafting  cuffe  of  the  moft.juft  and  true  God,  and  for- 
feited his  being :  yet,  though  man  had  deftroyed  him- 
felf.  Almighty  God,  of  his  own  free  WHl,  and  without 
any  other  motive,  and  by  his  own  infinite  Wifdomj 
contrived  a  way  whereby  his  moft  exaft  truth  and 
juftice  might  be  fatisfied,  and  yet  his  creaturb  iaved-, 
and  his  mercy  and  goodnefs  might  be  infinitely  evi- 
denced unto  Men  and  Angels :  by  an  Everlafting  Co* 
venant  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  the  Son  he 
miift  afiume  our  nature,  arid  oflFer  it  up  as  oneflacrifice 
for  fin  for  ever  ^.  This  was  that  myftery  hid  front 
ages  and  generations;  the  myftery  that  the  Angel$ 
defire  to  look  into  3-  The  great  myftery  of  Godlinefs*, 
God  manifefted  in  the  Flefli^;  the  great  end  of  the 
creation  of  Man.  And,  by  this  lacrifice  thus  freely 
given  by  our  offended  Lord,  we  have  redemption^ 
even  the  remiffion  of  our  fins^.  And  pardon  thus 
freely  given  by  the  Father,  and  yet  thus  dearly  bought 
by  the  Son,  is,  wdth  abundance  of  Jove  and  grace,  pro- 
claimed and  tendered  unto  all,  in  all  the  world,  that 

'  Ezek.  xvi.  6.      *  Heb.  x.  15.   - "»  I  Pet.  i.  12.      *  1  TW.  iii.  l6. 
*  Ephesr  i.  7.     Coloss.  i.  14. 
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will  but  come  in,  and  enter  into  Covenant  with  Grod 
in  Chrift :    '  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  will  re- 

*  member  their  fin  no  more  ^*  And  although  this  one 
Sacrifice  of  Chrift,  offered  up  once  for  all,  is  a  full  fa- 
tisfaftion  for  all  the  fins  of  his  Eleft  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  yet  the  fame  eternal  contraft  that  made  it  fo, 
did  likewife  appoint  certain  means  a£iually  to  apply 
it^  and  make  it  effedual  to  us,  of  faith  to  lay  hold 
upon  it.  And  inafmuch  as,  notwithftanding  our  giv- 
ing up  our  names  to  Chrift,  many  renewed  daily  fins 
are  committed  by  us,  our  Lord  teacheth  us  to  refort  daily 
to  this  facrifice,  this  magazme  of  Mercy,  this  fountain 
opened  to  wafli  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs,  thence  to 
fetch  new  applications  of  this  one  facrifice  of  our  re- 
newed offence,  and  to  beg  our  pardon  as  often  as  we 
beg  our  bread. 

So, then, 

!•  We  have  the  true  Original  of  forgivenefsy  the 
Free  Love  of  God,  which  gave  Chrift  as  the  lacrifice 
for  fin,  and  accepted  that  facrifice  as  the  price  of  our 
pardon :  '  So  God  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 

*  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believed  in  turn 

*  fhould  not  perifti,  but  have  everlafling  life^.' 

2.  We  have  that  meritorious  cauje  of  it,  that  facrifice 
of  Chrift,  whereby  pardon  is  inipetrated  ^  for  as  many 
as  lay  hold  upon  it. 

3.  The  adt  which  that  Eternal  Counfel  appointed  to 
be  the  msans  of  the  aSlual  application  of  it  to  the  foul, 
receiving  of  the  pardon  thus  offered :  '  To  as  many  as 

*  received  him,  to  them,  &c.  K  For  as  we  live  and 
move,  and  have  our  being  by  God,  and  his  Will,  and 
Providence,  yet  the  fame  Will  of  his  hath  appointed 
the  means  whereby  that  Will  of  his  is  accompliflied, 
our  daily  Bread,  and  the  ufe  of  it :  fo,  although  from 
God  we  have  our  pardon,  yet  the  fame  Will  of  his 
hath  appointed  Faith  in  Chrift  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
an  aftual  or  effeftual  application  of  it ;  and  the  effi- 
cacy of  Faithj  as  an  inftrument  for  that  purpofe,  de- 

*  Jer.  xxxi.  5.4.        *  John  iii.  U>.        *  obtained.        *  John  u  12. 
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pends  likewife  upon  the  fame  Will  of  God  which  hath 
lb  appointed.  When  the  Ifraelites  were  bitten  with 
fiery  ferpents  in  the  wildemefs,  God  commanded  Mofes 
to  ereft  a  brazen  ferpent  for  their  cure  ^  But,  although 
the  Divine  Will  had  annexed  a  power  of  healing  unto 
that  ferpent  inftrumentally,  yet  the  fame  Will  appointed 
the  aftual  application  of  that  power  to  the  looking  upon 
that  ferpent :    '  Every  one  that  is  bitten,  when  he 

*  looketh  upon  it  fhall  live/  So,  though  by  the  Eter- 
nal Will  of  God  a  pardon  is  obtained  by  the  Death 
of  Chrift,  yet  the  fame  Will  of  his  hath  appointed 
FaithinChrift  the  means  of  the  receiving  of  that  pardon ; 
and  yet  this  very  means  is  not  in  our  own  power,  but 
it  is  the  Gift  of  God :    ^  No  man  can  come  urito  me, 

*  except  the  Father  draw  him  *.' 

4,  The  renewed  exercife  of  that  a£ly  upon  occafions 
of  fin  committed  or  renewed.  Prayer  for  pardon, 
which  as  it  doth  moft  naturally  flow  from  a  fenfe  of 
fin,  and  of  a  pardon  ifnpetrated  by  Chrift,  fo  by  the 
Divine  Inftitution  it  is  required  to  apply  that  pardon 
aftually  to  the  foul  -^  and  it  is  a  high  Mercy  of  God  to 
grant  it  for  the  aiking ;  and  an  argument  of  a  proud 
unbelieving  heart  to  think  to  have  it  without.  And 
vrheftfcever  the  Spirit  and  the  Word  of  God  hath 
wrought  in  a  man  a  belief  of  and  in  the  Sacrifice  of 
Chrift,  the  fame  Spirit  doth  work  in  the  heart  a  .defire 
of  it,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  prayer  of  the  mind ; 
for.  it  maketh  interceffion  according  to  the  Will  of 
Ood  ^ ;  and  herein  we  therefore  fee  two  things: 

1 .  Our  duty.  Our  fins  are  many,  and  daily,  even 
after  we  have  given  up  our  names  to  Chrift.     *  If  we 

*  fay  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves^.*  And 
though  meritorioufly  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  for  thofe  very 
fins,  yet  we  are  to  have  often  recourfe  to  this  facrifice, 
fetch  our  cure  and  our  cleanfing  in  the  actual  appli- 
cation of  this  facrifice  unto  us.  Had  a  man  been  bit- 
ten by  a  fiery  ferpent,  he  might  look  upon  the  brazen 
ferpent  and  live ;  and  had  he  been  bitten  again,  he 

•^  Numb,  xxi  8.    *  John  vi.  44.    ^  Rom.  vili.  :37-    '*  1  John  i.  g. 
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mull  have  looked  again,  or  elfe  he  had  died :  it  is  fa 
with  us,  only  here  is  the  odds;  the  man  that  had 
been  once  <:ured,  if  bitten  again,  might  perchance  ndt 
have  looked  again  upon  the  ferpent,  and  fo  have  died : 
but  it  is  otherwifc  here  \  the  fame  principle  of  life, 
that  abiding  feed  *j  that  did  at  firll  make  him  to  feek 
and  fue  to  Chrift  for  his  firft  aftual  pardon,  will,  aftec 
a  fall,  a  renewed  fin,  fend  the  foul  to  this  fountain  for 
a  new  aft  of  application  of  that  cleanfing  and  pardon- 
ing :  He  cannot  commit  fm^  that  is,  lie  in  it,  without 
recourfe  to  God  for  pardon,  '  becaufe  his  feed  abideth 
'in  him  2/ 

2.  Our  'privilege.    '  If  any  man  fin,,  we  have  an  ad- 

*  vocate^j'  an  advocate  that  knows  the  mind  of  our 
Judge,  and  out  of  that  knowledge  hath  taught  us,  as 
often  as  we  beg  our  Bread,  to  beg  our  pardon,  and 
that  with  affurance  that  we  fliall  be  heard  if  we  do  it 
in  faith  and  fincerity :  *  He  is  faithful  and  jull  to  for? 

*  give*^.'    It  is  the  proclamation  of  his  Name :    *  For* 

*  giving  iniquity,  tranfgreflion,  and.  fin  ^/  It  is  his 
promife :  '  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  remember 
'  their  fin  no  more  ^.'  Even  to  a  revolting  and  back- 
Hiding  creature,   upon  true  repentance:    *  Let  tjhie 

*  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  maa  his 

*  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  suid  h^ 

*  will  have  mercy  on  him ;  and  to  our  God,  for  h^  will 

*  abundantly  pardon  7/     '  Return  thou  backfliijing.  if. 

*  rael,  and  I  will  not  caufe  mine  anger  to  fall  upop 

*  you ;  for  I  am  merciful,  faith  the  Lord,  and  will  not 
'  keep  anger  for  ever ;  only  acknowledge  thine  ini- 
'  quity^/  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  reftore  in 
man  the  loft  image  of  God.  And  when  Feter  a&ed 
him,  '  How  oft  fliall  my  brother  fin  againft  me,  and 
'  I  forgive  him?  till  feven  times?  Jefus  faid  unto  him, 

*  I  fay  not  unto  thee,  till  feven  times,  but  till  feventy 
^  times  feven  times  9/     And  furely  that  mercy  that 

'    ^  1  John  iii.  8.      *  1  John  ii.  8.      '  \  John  ii.  1.      M  John  i.  9. 
^  Kxod.  i:«cxiv.  7.    "  J^r.  xxxi.  34.  Jcr.  xx-xiii.  8.     "'  Isaiah  Ivi.  % 
*  Jer.  iii.  U.  ^  Matlh.  xviii.  SI. 
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Chrift  required  in  a  poor  mortal  man,  is  infinitely 
fuller  in  the  merciful  God,  who  delights  in  mercy  and 
forgivenefs.     Only  remember, 

1.  To  take  heed  of  prefumptuous  fins,  premeditated 
linsjfins  againll  knowledge  and  againft  con viftions,  fins 
with  a  pre-fuppofition  of  pardon :    '  That  fhall  blefs 

*  himfelf  in  his  heart,  faying,  I  (hall  have  peace,  though 

*  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  my  heart.  The  Lord 
**.  will  not  fpare  him  ^*  Thefe,  though  they  cannot 
esceed  the  mercy  of  God  to  pardon  them,  they  many 
times  Ihut  and  feal  up  the  foul  againfl:  pardon,  harden- 
ing the  heart  to  a  great  difiiculty,  if  not  a  final  impof- 
iibxlity  of  repentance ;  and  by  that  means  the  foul  is 
difabled  with  any  comfortable  ground  or  aflurance  to 
b^g  pardon,  without  the  great  mercy  of  God  to  foften 
rhgt  heart  again. 

.  ..2t..Make  a  frequent  and  ferious  examination  of  thy. 
paft  adions  j  meafure  them  by  the  rule  of  the  Word  - 
of^od ;  and  find  out  that  accurfed  thing,  whatfoever 
ij:,be,^that  is  difpl^afing  to  him:  fo  that,  as  much  as- 
maj;  be,  thou  mayefi  diftindly,  and  with  reference  to 
particular  fins,  or  faults,  or  failings,  pray  over  this 
petition.    There  is  not  a  day,  but  by  a  wary  obfervation 
thou  wilt  not  only  find  a  general  indiflinci  diftemper, 
wl^ch  is  to  be  the  fubjefl:  of  this  requeft^  but  parti- 
cular^  fpecial,  eminent  evils,  that  delcrve  a  paiticular 
r^fleftion  upon  them,  in  the  repetition  of  this  petition. 
Let  us  fear ch  and  try  our  ways^  and  turn  to  the  Lord  our 
Qod':  and  to  this  end, 

S.  Endeavour  to  keep  thy  conjcience  always  wakeful, 
vigilant,  tender ;  be  content  to  hften  to  her  eludings  ; 
fhe  feldom  quarrels  without  a  caufe ;  but  fupprefTmg, 
checking,  and  flifling  the  language  of  confcience,  makes. 
her  at  laft  either  fullen,  or  fenfelefs,  or  outrageous. 
A  vigilant  confcience  will  prevent  thee  from  many 
fins ;  but  if  it  do  not,  it  will  tell  thee  of  them,  and 
brmg  thee  upon  thy  knees,  and  make  this  petition  fea- 
fonable,  and  a  pardon  gotten  thereupon  acceptable  and 

*  Peut.  XX ix.  If).  -^ 

comfortable. 
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comfortable.  For  how  can  that  man,  with  any  fenle, 
beg  pardon  for  a  fin,  when  he  fcarce  finds  himfclf  fen- 
fibly  guihy  of  any  ;  this  petition  is  delivered  up  but 
carcleisly,  and  coldly,  and  fruitlefsly,  by  fuch  a  perfon. 

4.  Give  God  the  honour  of  his  juftice,  even  when 
thou  fueft  for  the  benefit  of  his  mercy,  in  aggravations 
ofthyjins  to  the  due  height ;  in  owning  damnation  and 
utter  rejeftion  as  the  juft  reward  of  every  fin,  humble 
thy  foul  truly  and  deeply  for  it.  This  will  make  thy 
prayer  earnefV,  and  thy  pardon  dear ;  it  gives  to  God' 
the  honour  of  his  juftice,  and  the  glory  of  his  mercy, 
which  is  all  the  tribute  thou  canft  pay  unto  him  for  his 
free  goodnefs,  in  giving  thee  that  pardon,  without 
which  thou  wert  eternally  loft. 

5.  Give  thy  Mediator  the  honour  and  end  of  thy 
Redemption.  Thy  Saviour  died,  it  is  true,  to  obtain 
thy  pardon  ;  but  wilt  thou  continue  in  fin,  that  grace 
may  abound  ?  Sin,  that  thou  mayeft  be  pardoned  ?'and 
renew  thy  fins,  that  God  may  renew  his  pardon  ?  God 
forbid.  Thou  doft,  as  much  as  in  thee  lieth,  difap- 
point  the  end  of  Chrift's  death,  who  therefore  died, 
that  he  might  redeem  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works.  Let  the  begging  of  thy  par- 
don be  ever  accompanied  with  a  refolution  not  to 
offend  again :  otherwife  God,  that  fees  thy  heart,  looks' 
upon  thy  afking  of  pardon,  as  a  higher  and  more  im- 
pudent, and  prefumptuous  fin,  than  that  which  thou^ 
feemeft  to  beg  the  forgivenefs  of. 

6.  Upon  the  difcovery  of  any  particular  fin,  "vrfiich' 
in  a  fpecial  manner  concerns  thee,  beware  of  thefe 
things  :  ' 

1 .  Sleeping  in  it,  without  recourfe  to  God  for  par- 
don for  it :  or  flipping  over  it  in  thy  prayer  without  a 
particular  animadverfion  upon  it.  Be  content  to  open 
this  fore  ;  the  longer  it  is  kept  covered,  the  worfe  it  is. 
Thou  muft  know  that  every  fin  is  written  before 
God  with  the  point  of  a  diamond  ;  and  though  thou 
art  contented  to  forget  it,  or  by  incurfion  of  time  ta 
wear  out  the  remembrance,  or  at  leaft  the  horror  of  it ; 

yet 
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fcl  it  is  written,  and  thou  (halt  be  fure  to  hear  of  it ; 
md  the  longer  it  continues,   the  harder  thy  heart 

ws ;  and  the  deeper  doth  the  canker  and  ftain  of 
At  fin  work  and  fpread  into  thy  foul ;  and  the  more 
difficultly  ts  thy  pardon  obtained,  and  yet  the  le&  ear- 
tieftiy  fought.  It  is  a  fecret  curfe  in  thy  bofom,  that 
makes  all  thy  fervices  to  God  unacceptable  and  unfa^ 
vory ;  and  who  can  tell  when  the  decree  may  come 
out,  when  this  fin  will  ripen  into  an  eminent  judgment  ? 
Therefore  clear  thy  account  with  God  betimes ;  let 
Rot  the  guilt  of  a  fin  lie  long  upon  thy  confcience, 
but  make  thy  peace  betimes;  fue  out  thy  pardon 
fpeedily.  Thou  knoweft  not  what  a  day  may  bring 
forlji. 

-  2.  Yet  after  fin  frefhly  committed,  fall  not  prefently 
t6-beg  thy  pardon,  till  thou  haft  humbled  thy  heart, 
4nd  put  it  into  a  fit  frame  to  come  into  the  prefence  of 
God  J  till  thou  haft  got  a  fenfe  that  it  is  an  evil  thing, 
an4  a  bitter  to  depart  from  him,  till  thou  haft  crept  to 
thy  Saviour's  feet  for  his  blood  to  wafh  thee,  and  for 
WS'righteoufnefs  to  cover  thee,  and  for  his  mediation  to 
biing  thee,  otherwife  a  defiled,  polluted  creature,  into 
his  Father's  prefence,  under  his  patronage ;  till  thou 
haft  mourned  over  him  whom  thou  haft  pierced  ;  and 
i>een  aftiamed  before  him  of  thy  mifcarriage;  and 
a&ed  thy  faith  upon  his  all-fufficient  fatisfaftion  ;  till 
thou  haft  taken  up  refolutions  of  future  amendment : 
And  then  in  the  name  and  mediation  of  thy  Saviour 
fall  upon  thy  knees,  and  beg  thy  pardon. 

*  As  we  forgive  our  debtor s^.^    For  we  forgive  our 
debtors. 

Here  we  learn, 

1  •  That  it  is  our  duty  to  forgive  others  2,  upon 
their  repentance :  *  If  he  trespafs  againft  thee  feven 

*  times  in  a  day,  and  feven  times  in  a  day  turn  to  thee, 

*  laying,  I  repent ;  thou  flialt  forgive  him^:'  And 
that  upon  thefe  confiderations :  1.  From  that  con- 
foj^mity  that  is  or  ftiould  be  in  our  nature  to  the  na- 

*  Luke  xii.        '  M'^ttb.  xviii.  21,2?.        ^  Luke  xvii.  4. 

*  .  ture 
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ture  of  God :  '  He  is  flow  to  anger,  aiid  of  great 

*  mercy  ^ ;'  '  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  Thee,  that  par- 
■'  doneth  iniquity,  and  pafTeth  by  the  tranfgreflions 
'  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage  ?   He  retaineth  not 

*  his  anger  for  ever,  becaule  heclelighteth  in  mercy  V 
And  Chrift  coming  to  renew  the  broken  image  of 
God  in  man,  and  to  renew  him  after  the  image  of 
liim  that  created  him,  doth  enjoin  and  imprint  this 
part  of  the  Divine  image,  '  Be  ye  merciful  as  yppr 

*  Heavenly  Father  is  merciful  ^'  And  mercy  in  the 
heart  is  that  excellent  habit  from  whence  forgivenefe 
proceeds.  And  hence  it  is,  that  where  the  fpirit.of 
Chrift  comes,  it  alTimilates  the  nature  to  that,  difpofir 
tion,  ^  The  fruit  of  the  fpirit  is  long-fuffering,  geH- 
^  tlcncfs,  meeknefs  '^Z  2.  From  that  great  Command- 
ment enjoined  by  God  in  the  moral  law,  '  Thou 
^  Ihalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.'  And  much 
more  inforced  under  the  New  Covenant,  even  to  the 
very  love  of  our  very  enemies,  *  I  fay  unto  you, 
'  love  your  enemies  ^j'  and  confequently  forgive  your 
enemies,  for  love  is  that  affection  that  produceth  Par- 
don ;  and  this  injunftion  lies  upon  us  under  the  lame 
obligation  whereby  we  are  bound  to  love  our  brethren ; 
for  the  love  we  owe  to  God  is  that  grand  obligation 
that  binds  to  whatfoever  he  commands.  '  If  ye  love 

*  me,  keep  my  commandments^*.  Therefore  if  ye 
love  me,  love,  and  pity,  and  pardon  your  enemies. 
3.  From  that  great  equity  and  reafon,  the  proportion 
of  God's  dealing  with  us,  '  I  forgave  thee  all  ttott 
debt  becaufe  thou  defiredft  me ;  fhouideft  not  thou 
^  alfo  have  had  compaffion  on  thy  fellow-fervant,  even 

*  as  I  had  pity  on  thee^  ?'  '  Forbearing  one  another, 

*  and  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  Chrift  forgave 
^  you  8/  If  God  fhould  require  obedience  to  any  com- 
mand, though  J  faw  no  reafon  for  it,  yet  the  love 
of  (iod  would  conftrain  me  to  reafon  thus :  Though 
1  fee  no  reafon  of  this  command,  yet  when  I  confider 

1  Psalm  c.xlv.  ft.     •  Micab.  vii.  15.     ^  Lnkc  vi.  SQ*     *  Gal.  v,  2!2. 
'  Jlattlj.  V.  44.      "  Juhii  xiv.  15.  ''  Malth.  xviii.  3'2,  ^  Coloss.  iii.  13. 

who 
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\9ho  It  18  that  commands  it,  even  the  infinite  and 
merciful  God,  to  whom  I  owe  myfelf  and  all  I  hope* 
for,  I  fee  reafon  enough  for  me  to  obey,  though  I  fee 
not  the  reafon  why  God  fhould  command.  But  in. 
this  injunftion  of  forgiving  my  enemy,  I  fee  a  moft 
juft  and  proportionable  reafon  of  my  obedience  :  I 
owed  unto  God  a  moft  infinite  love  and  obedience 
to  the  uttermoft  poflibility  of  my  being,  for  from* 
him  I  had  it ;  and  when  I  broke  that  allegiance,  I 
owed  unto  him  an  infinite  debt  of  guilt  and  punifli-. 
ment ;  and  with  this  guilt  I  likewife  contraded  an 
imiate  enmity  againft  that  God  to  whom  I  owed  fo 
v^  a  debt  of  duty  and  of  guilt:  This  very  God 
freely,  without  my  feeking,  when  I  hated  him,  fent 
me  his  Son  with  a  free  pardon  of  all  this  infinite 
guilt,  and  commanded  me  to  fliew  mercy .  to  my  of- 
fending brother  :  The  offence  that  I  committed  was 
againft  an  infinite  obligation '  of  the  creature  to  his 
Creator ;  the  offence  that  my  brother  commits  as 
againft  me,  is  only  againft  fome  petty  relation  ;  we 
are  otherwife  both  equals.  God  freely  forgave  me,, 
when  there  was  nothing  to  enjoin,  or  inforce,  or  de- 
ferve,  or  fo  much  as  to  fcek  it ;  and  is  it  not  reafon- 
able  that  I  fhould  forgive  my  brother,  that  it  may  be 
feeks  my  pardon  ?  But  if  he  doth  not,  our  common- 
Lord  and  RIafter  enjoins  it. 

2.  Confequently  upon  the  former.  The  not  cb- 
ferving  of  this  duty,  doth  moft  juftly  and  rcafonably 
deferve  that  I  fhould  not  be  heard  in  this  petition.  If 
I  can  fo  boldly  and  unthankful  ly  encounter  a  Com- 
mand of  God  ftanding  upon  fuch  juft  and  reafon- 
able  grounds,  with  what  face  can  I  expeQ:  a  pardon 
from  him  at  my  requeft,  when  I  refufe  to  pardon  my. 
brother  at  his  command  ? 

3.  Confequijntly  alfo  the  pardon  of  my  brother  is* 
no  meritorious  caufe  for  God  to  pardon  me  :  The 
breach  of  any  command  is  a  meritorious  caufe  of 
punilhment ;  but  the  obfervation  of  one  duty  cannot 
defence  the  pardon  of  the  violation  of  another :  God 

requires 
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requires  me  to  forgive  my  brother,  and  when  I  hattf 
done  fo,  I  have  done  but  my  duty,  and  do  not  de- 
ferve  my  pardon  ;  and  therefore  when  I  fay,  Forgire 
me^  for  I  forgave  others,  I  make  not  the  pardon  1 
aik,  the  wages  for  the  pardon  I  gave ;  for  as  m 
brother  s  oflFence  againft  me  holds  not  proportion  with 
my  oflFence'  againft  God,  fo  neither  doth  my  pardon 
of  him  hold  proportion  with  God's  pardon  to  me. 

4.  Nor  confequently  is  my  pardon  of  others  the 
meafure  of  that  pardon  I  beg  of  God  :  The  oflFenceS' 
committed  by  mv  brother  againft  me,  are  not  in  truth 
fo  much  offenc^  committed  againft  me,  as  againft 
God;  for  it  is  therefore  an  injury  to  me,  becaufe 
done  againft  that  Law  that  he  hath  interpofed  1[)etweeii 
him  and  me ;  and  fo  though  I  am  concerned,  yet 
in  the  foundation  of  my  concernment,  is  that  Law 
that  God  hath  fet  between  him  and  me ;  and  were 
k  poflible  to  fuppofe  no  fuch  Law,  it  were  impoffible 
to  conceive  any  injury  to  be  done  from  one  man 
to  another.  So  then  my  pardon  of  him  is  but  df 
{lender  concernment  of  my  own,  the  chiefeft  intereft 
16  God's.  Again,  my  offence  againft  God  is  againft 
an  infinite  obligation,  and  againft  an  infinite  per- 
fcn;  but  my  brother's  offence  againft  me,  as  it 
relates  to  me,  is  but  of  finite  relation  or  obKgatioHi 
and  againft  a  finite  perfon ;  and  therefore  the  meafure 
of  the  thing  forgiven  by  me  is  too  fhort  and  too  nar- 
row to  fit  and  fuit  with  that  whereof  I  beg  my  pardon. 
Again,  My  pardon  to  my  brother  is  with  a  great 
deal  of  corruption,  fupercilioufnefs,  pride,  grudging, 
averfenefs,  expoftulations,  fecret  rifings  of  my 
heart  againft  him  :  O !  But  fuch  a  pardon  will  not 
ferve  my  turn  ;  I  beg  a  pardon  at  the  hands  of  the  God 
of  Mercy  and  Perfeflion,  a  full,  a  perfeft  pa;rdon. 
*•  Meafure  not  out,  O  Lord,  thy  pardon  to  me  ac- 

*  cording  to  my  pardon  to  my  brother,  the  thin^  I 

*  pardon  holds  not  proportion  with  the  offence  which 
'  1  have  committed  againft  thee  :  This  is  but  a  finite 

*  pffence  againft  ime,  a  finite  creature  j  xnine  is  aa  in-* 
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5  finite  offence  againfl:  an  infinite  obKgation,  and 
!  againft  an  infinite  God.  The  Pardon  that  I  give,  is 
?  mingled  with  ruggednefs,   with   revenge,  with  re- 

*  membrance  of  the  thing  I  forgive ;  but  the  pardon  I 
?  beg  of  thee,  is  an  abundant  pardon  *,'  '  A  blotting 

*  out,  and  an  everlafling  forgetting  of  my  Sins  V 
'  Such  a  pardon  as  leaves  not  behind  it  the  tinfture  of 

•  my  former  guilt ;  that  though  my  fins  were  as  fcar- 

•  let,  they  may  be  as  white  as  fnow  ^\    But, 

5.  Forgive  us,  for  we  forgive.  By  our  union  with 
Chrift,  we  partake  of  his  privilege  of  being  the  Sons 
of  God ;  fo  that  as  a  father  hath  tenJernefs  towards 
his  child,  and  is  apt  and  ready,  upon  his  fubmiffion, 
to  pardon  him,  fo  there  is  the  fame,  and  a  far  greater 
readinefs  in  him  to  forgive  ;  '  I  faid,  I  will  confefs  my 
^  tranfgrellions   unto   the  Lord,  and  thou  forgavelt 

*  the  iniquity  of  my  fin.*  As  foon  as  he  had  but  a 
refolution  to  beg  his  pardon,  God  prevents  his  petition, 
by  granting  that  pardon  which  he  intended  to  afk* 
And  as  by  this  union  with  Chrift  we  partake  of  his 
privilege,  fo  we  partake  of  his  Spirit ;  and  that  Spirit  is 
a  Merciful  Spirit,  ready  to  pardon  an  enemy  evep  be- 
fore he  aik  it.  This  was  the  command  he  gave  us, 
and  this  was  the  pattern  he  left  us,  '  who,  when  he 

*  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  4/  but  prayed  for 
f  thofe  that  fought  his  life.  Father,  forgive  them,  for 

*  they  know  not  what  they  do  ^.'  And  therefore  this 
conformity  unto  the  mind  of  Chrift,  is  an  evidence  unto 
a  man  of  his  participation  of  him,  and  that  God  hear- 
eth  him  as  a  father  heareth  his  child ;  and  by  this 
means  faith  is  ftrengthened  ;  and  the  foul  argues  thus 
in  this  petition :  '  O  Lord,  1  am  guilty  in  myfelf  of 

*  many  fins ;  but  yet,  if  I  am  found  in  thy  Son,  thou 
^  wilt  look  upon  me  with  the  fame  tendernefs  that  a 

*  father  looks  upon  his  child,  and  wilt  be  more  ready 

*  to  forgive  me  than  I  can  be  to  alk  it :  I  find  thy  Son 

*  was  merciful,  and  ready  to  forgive  even  his  enemies ; 
\  and  I  thank  thy  good  grace,  I  find  in  myfelf  the 

*  Isaiah  W.  7.    ?  Tsaiah  xliii.  05.    ''  kaiah  i.  18.    *  i  Pcttcr  ii.  ?l,  >S. 
♦J^ukexxiii.  S4. 
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fame  mind  that  my  Saviour  bore,  a  mind  ready  ta 
forgive  the  injuries  that  were  offered  him ;  axid 
this  difpofition  I  have  not  from  myfelf,  nor  my  6vm 
Spirit,  for  that  Spirit  lufteth  after  envy ;  but  furely* 
it  comes  from  that  meek  and  gentle  Spirit  that  is 
in  thy  Soil ;  and  upon  this  I  do  believe  I  am  in  feme 
meafure  united  to  him ;  and  as  I  do  partake  of  hisf 
Spirit,  fo  I  doubt  not  but  I  partake  of  that  relation 
of  his,  even  the  relation  of  a  Son  unto  Thee,  and  in 
that  relation  I  come  before  Thee,  and  beg  Thee  to 
pardoa  my  fins,  affuredly  trufting,  that  thou  that 
haft  created  in  me  a  mind  of  mercy  and  forgive- 
nefs  unto  others,  wilt  fliew  thyfeif  a  God  of  Mercy 
and  Pardon  unto  me.' 

G.  Forgive  us,  for  we  forgive :  '  It  is  true,  our  par- 
don of  others  deferves  not  thy  mercy,  nor  can  it  make 
Thee  a  debtor  unto  us;  but.  Bountiful  Lord,  thou  hafl:  * 
been  pleafed  in  Chrift,  in  whom  all  thy  promifes  are 
Yea  and  Amen,  by  thine  own  free  promife,  to  engage 
thyfeif  unto  thy  creature.*  That,  '  with  the  Merci- 
ful thou  will  fhew  thyfeif  Merciful  ^  /  '  That  the 
Merciful  fhall  obtain  Mercy  2/  ^  That  if  we  forgive 
Men  their  Trefpaffes,  thou  wilt  forgive  us^ :'  And 
thefe  promifes  of  thine,  freely  and  undefervedly  made 
by  Thee,  I  lay  before  Thee  when  I  beg  my  par- 
don in  Jefus  Chrift^  thereby  to  ftrengthen  my  Soul 
in  thy  Goodnefs,  in  the  free  remiffion  of  all  my  Sins.* 
To  conclude :  In  this  petition  the  Soul  breathes  out 
fuch  Thoughts  as  thefe:  '  O  Lord,  I  confefs  before  Thee 

*  I  am  a  finful  Creature ;  I  have  a  finful  ^nd  polluted 

*  Nature,  a  Body  of  Sin  and  Death ;  and  this  finful 

*  Nature  fends  forth  through  all  my  Thoughts,  Words 
^  and  Aftions,  foul  and  filthy  Streams  in  every  moment 
'  of  ray  Life ;  and  if  thou  fhouldeft  pafs  by  all  the  Sins 
^  of  my  Nature  and  Life  unto  this  day,  and  ihouldeft 

*  call  me  to  an  account  for  my  Errors  fince  I  laft  begged 

*  my  Pardon,  there  were  guilt  enough  left  to  prefe  me 
'  down  to  the  loweft  Hell ;  and  this  guilt  of  the  leaft 
^  of  any  of  my  Sins,  as  it  is  more  than  I  am  able  to 

^  PsaJ.  xviii,  ^5.         *  Matth.  v.  7.         ^  Matth.  vi.  14. 

^  ajifwer, 
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anfwer,  fo  it  is  more  than  I  am  able  to  expiate ;  there 
is  no  efcaping  but  by  thy  free  pardon,  and  that  pardon 
I  beg  of  Thee  in  the  Name  and  Righteoufnefs  and 
Promife  of  thy  Son,  who  knew  all  thy  Mind,  and 
taught  me  to  feek  my  pardon  as  often  as  to  feek 
my  daily  Bread.  And  in  confidence  only  of  that  free 
Mercy  of  thine,  I  befeech  Thee  pardon  me.  And 
as  I  beg  the  pardon  of  my  Sins  in  general,  fo  in 
fpecial  I  beg  the  pardon  of  thofe  Sins  which  I  com- 
mitted fmce  thy  laft  aft  pf  remiffion  granted,  and  ma- 
nifefted,  and  ratified  unto  me :  This  or  that  negleft 
of  my  Duty  to  Thee  or  my  Neighbour ;  this  or  that 
finful,  proud,  unclean,  vain  Thought,  which  hath 
ftained  my  Soul,  and  grieved  thy  Spirit ;  and  pol- 
luted or  weakened  my  Confcience  ;  this  or  that  un- 
charitable,  or  malicious,  or  unfeemly,  or  vain  Word  ; 
this  or  that  unjuft,  or  unbecoming,  or  unchriftian,  or 
ungodly  Aftion ;  every  one  of  thefe  leaves  a  fpot  in 
my  Soul  which  nothing  but  the  Blood  of  Chrift  and 
thy  free  Grace  can  take  away ;  it  leaves  a  difeafe,  or 
weaknefs,  a  wound  in  my  Soul,  which  nothing  but 
thy  free  Spirit  can  heal  and  recover.  And  though  I 
know  that  my  greateft  Mercy  to  others  cannot  merit 
Mercy  from  Thee,  becaufe  that  Mercy  is  but  my  duty, 
and  a  duty  mingled  in  the  performance  of  it,  with 
many  of  my  own  irfiperfeftions  which  ftand  in  need 
of  thy  Mercy  to  pardon  it,  and  that  little  good  that 
is  in  it,  is  not  my  own,  but  the  work  of  thy  Grace  as 
free  as  thy  pardon  ;  yet  it  is  an  evidence  to  me,  that 
thou  wilt  be  merciful  unto  me,  in  that  thou  haft,  con- 
trary to  my  own  Nature,  wrought  a  merciful  temper 
in  my  Heart  to  others ;  the  fame  mind  that  was  in 
thy  Son ;  and  therefore  I  am  humbly  confident  that 
'  diou  haft  given  me  that  Spirit  of  thy  Son,  and  confe- 
quently  the  Relation  and  privilege  of  a  Son ;  that^ 
inafmuch  as  thou  haft  given  me  a  heart  to  pardon 
others,  thou  wilt  make  good  thy  promife  of  Mercy  and 
pardon  unto  me.  I  make  mention  of  my  remiffion 
of  others,  not  as  the  merit  of  thy'  forgiving  of  me, 
VOL.  I.  2  N  ^  but 
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but  thereby  to  ftrengthen  my  Faith,  and  to  lay  hold 
of  thy  proniife  made  in  and  by  thy  Son,  th^t  if  we 
forgive  Men  their  Offences,  thou  wilt  alfo  forgive  us* 
And  this  1  beg,  not  to  make  room  for  new  Offences^ 
by  pardoning  the  old,  not  to  continue  in  Sin  that 
Grace  may  abound ;  but  with  a  refolution  to  forfake 
my  Sins,  as  well  as  to  conlefs  them,  and  not  turn 
again  to  folly :  Strengthen  me  fo  with  thy  Grace, 
that  as  thou  haft  now  cleanfed  my  Soul  from  my  paft 
fms  and  fpots,  fo  I  may  keep  myfclf  from  mine  ini" 
quity ;  that  I  may  live  more  to  thy  honour ;  that  I 
may  walk  with  more  vigilance  ;  that  I  may  every  day 
find  my  account  lefs,  and  thy  Spirit  and  Grace  more 
and  more  effeftual  in  me  to  conform  me  to  the  Will 
and  example  of  thy  Son,  in  all  Holinels  and  blame- 
leffnefs  of  mind  and  life :  and  to  that  end, 

'  Lead  us  ml  into  Temptaticny  &c. 

This  petidon  direQs  us  to  pray  for,  1 .  Preventing 
Mercy,  Lead  us  not  into  Temptation.  2.  Delivering 
Mercy,  But  deliver  us  from  Evil.  Keep  us  from  falling 
into  evil ;  but  if  we  fall  into  it,  deliver  us  from  it. 

The  former  part,  wherein  is  confiderablc, 

1.  What  is  meant  by  Temptation. 

2.  What  to  lead  into  Temptation. 

Temptation  may  be  underllood,  1 .  For  an  aSlive  Jo*' 
licitation  unto  evil  of  fin  :  This  is  done  either  by  the 
Devil :  thus  our  Saviour  was  led  by  the  Spirit  into  the 
wildernefs,  to  be  tempted  of  the  Devil  ^.  And  there- 
fore he  is  often  called  the  tempter ;  who,  being  a  Spirit, 
is,  by  the  advantage  of  his  nature,  and  by  the  permif* 
fion  of  God,  able  to  mingle  himfelf  fo  with  our  fouls 
and  faculties,  that  he  can  immediately  folicit  unto  eyik 
Thus  he  mingled  himfelf  with  the  Spirit  of  the  pro- 
phets of  j^hcb,  and  became  a  lying  Spirit  in  their 
mouths  2.  Thus  he  mingled  himfelf  with  the  Spirit  of 
Judas  J  tempting  him  to  betray  Chrift  3.  With  the  Spirit 
of  Ananias  4.  '  Why  hath  Satan  filled  thy  heart  ?*  Or 

»  Malth,  iv.  1 .    •  1  Kings  xxii.  21 .    '  Luke  xxii.  7.     *  Acts  v.  3.  ^ 
A  it 
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it  is  done  by  evil  men,  either  by  their  counfels,  perfua- 
iions,  or  examples :  or  by  our  own  corrupt  hearts. 

*  Every  man  is  tempted  when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his 

*  ovm  lufts,  and  enticed  ^/  Our  corrupt  and  fmfuji 
flefh  breathes  and  evaporates  into  our  fouls  thofe  ill 
and  filthy  vapours  which  infeft,  and  diforder,  and  fe- 
duce  it  from  God ;  the  law  of  our  members  bringing 
us  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fm  2. 

2.  For  that  gbjeflive  temptation,  or  the  ohjeSi  from 
whence  occafionally  temptation  arifeth.  And  thus  al- 
moft  every  objeft  of  our  fenfe  is  a  temptation,  not  that 
there  is  any  proper  adive  motion  or  aftion  of  the  ob- 
jefl:  to  perfuade  to  fin,  but  the  corruption  of  our  fen- 
iual  nature,  meeting  with  fuch  an  objeft,  afts  amifs 
upon  it,  and  fo  it  becomes  a  temptation  to  fin :  and  ef- 
pecially  if  the  objeft  be  fuch  as  bears  a  difproportion 
to  our  enjoyment  of  it.  The  beauty  of  the  apple  was  a 
temptation  to  Eve ;  the  wedge  of  gold,  and  the  Babjr 
/fl»{^  garment,  to  ylchan ;  Naboih^s  vine-yard  to  Ahab ; 
Baihjbeba  to  David ;  yet  in  thefe  the  objefts  were  in- 
nocent,  and  had  in  themfelves  no  aftive  folicitations  to 
evil ;  but  becaufe  they  were  feemingly  good,  yet  pro- 
hibited, corrupted  nature  laid  hold  upon  that  feeming 
good,  and  violated  the  command.  This  taught  the 
wife  man  to  pray  againft  e?:tremes  either  of  plenty  or 
poverty ;  becaufe  his  corrupted  nature  was  ready  to 
turn  either  into  temptation ;  riches  into  arrogance  and 
prefumption;  poverty  into  blafphemy  and  murmuring  ^. 

3.  For  that  aft  which  is  not  ordered  unto  fin,  but  to 
'ifome  experiment  or  trial  of  the  temper  or  difpofition 
4hat  is  in  a  man ;  a  temptation  of  trial.  Thus  God 
.tempted  Abraham  when  he  commanded  him  to  offer  up 
his  Ion  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  his  love  and  obedience 
to.  God :  '  By  this  I  know  that  thou  feareft  God  '^Z  To 
the  like  purpofe  were  all  thofe  difficult  difpenfations  to 
•the  people  of  Ifrael  at  the  Red  Sea,  and  in  the  Wil- 
demefs,  that  he  vm^ihumble them,  and  prove  them, 

'  James  i.  14.      '  Romans  vii.  S3.     ^  Prov.  xxx.  9-     *  Gen.  xxii.  1^. 
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and  to  know  what  vj2s  in  their  Heart  U  And  for  thi:? 
end  God  often  fends  feveral  affiiSfions  upon  thofe  he 
truh*^  loves,  that  their  Faith  may  be  tried.  And  thefe 
trials  are  called  temptations.     *  Ye  are  in  heavinefs 

*  through  mauifoid  temptations,  that  the  trial  of  your 

*  faith  may  be  found  to  praife  2/  &c.     *  Count  it  joy 

*  when  ye  fall  into  divers  temptations,  knowing  that  the 

*  trial  of  your  faith  worketh  patience  ^J 

2.  What  it  is  to  lead  into  Temptation^  and  how  God 
may  be  faid  to  lead  us  into  them. 

1.  As  to  the  latter  of  thefe  forts  of  Temptation,  they 
may  and  do  come  from  God,  viz.  trials  of  grace  by 
the  permitting  and  hiflifting  of  AfHiftions.  It  is  a 
work  no  way  unbecoming  his  purity  and  juftice ;  it  is 
ordained  to  fingular  ends. 

1.  To  his  own  glory, 

2.  To  the  good  of  thofe  that  he  thus  tries ;  there- 
by teaching  theni  to  defpife  the  world  ;  to  adhere  unto 
him ;  to  reach  out  after  a  better  life  ;  to  live  by  faith 
^nd  not  by  fcnfe  ;  patiently  to  fubmit  to  his  hand,  and 
to  wait  upon  him  for  deliverance.  By  this  refitier's 
fire  he  confumes  their  drofs,  their  carnal  confidence, 
building  tabernacles  here,  drives  them  to  their  true 
home,  and  gives  them  a  proportion  of  eternal  comfort 
and  hope,  far  more  valuable  than  that  temporal  conv* 
fbrt  which  they  want. 

2.  As  touching  Temptation  unto  fin. 

1.  That  God  tempteth  no  Man.  He  that  is  .of  purer 
eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,  will  never  folicit  any  man 
to  that  which  only  he  hates  :  it  is  the  great  work  0^ 
God  to  withdraw  men  from  fm,  and  furely  he  will  ne» 
ver  draw  men  into  it :  '  God  cannot  be  tempted  wth 
^  evil,  neither  tempteth  he  any  man  ^.'* 

2.  As  he  doth  not  aftively  tempt  any  man,  or  move 
him  to  evil,  fo  neither  doth  he  infufe  into  the  heart  or 
foul  a  receptivity  of  Temptation  ;  he  doth  not  excite  the 
jjjeart  to  clofe  with  any  Temptation,  or  create  or  flir  up 

*  Deut-  viii.  ?.         *  1  VeX,  i.  6,  7.        ^  James  i.  2.         **  James  i.  15- 
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any  corruption  in  the  heart  to  take  fire  from  a  Temp- 
tation. 

And  yet  in  fome  fort  he  is  faid  to  lead  into  Temp- 
tation. 

1 .  By  withdrawing  that  grace  of  his,  whereby  we  are. 
prevented  from,  and  defended  againft  Temptation.  Wa 
walk  in  the  midft  of  enemies  and  fnares :  The  prince 
of  the  air  hath  his  inftiuments,  that  moft  vigilantly  take 
all  opportunities  to  draw  >us  into  fm,  evil  angels  and. 
evil  men :  And  were  there  not  a  Devil  or  his  inftru- 
ments  without  us,  to  tempt  us  to  evil,  we  have  an  old 
man  within  us,  a  fountain,  a  fea  of  conuption,  a  de- 
ceitful and  wicked  Heart,  a  body  of  fin  and  death, 
that  can  with  much  advantage,  and  doth  with  much 
eafe  draw  us  into  fin ;  and  the  Merciful  God  that  feeth 
thefe  fnares,  which  the  evil  one  lays  for  us  in  our  way^ 
though  we  fee  them  not,  fends  out  his  own  Grace  and 
Spirit,  and  fometimes  removes  the  fnare  out  of  our 
way,  fometimes  leads  us  another  way  that  we  mifs  the 
Xnare ;  he  over-rules  and  reftrains  this  raging  fea  -of 
our  own  corruptions ;  and  as  our  Saviour  did  to  the 
winds  and  feas,  commands  them,  Peace  and  be  ftill : 
Ije  doth  by  the  fame  Spirit,  llrcngthen  and  enable  our 
hearts  to  refift,  and  oppofe,  and  fubdue  thofe  Tempta- 
tions that  rife  from  within,  and  come  from  without. 
And  this  Grace  of  his  he  owes  not  to  us ;  it  is  merely 
of  his  free  mercy.  -  For  I  withheld  thee  from  finning 
*;again.ll  me^ ;'  and  yet  fuch  is  hisgoodnefs,  that  he 
feldom  withdraws  his  Grace  from  us,  unlefs  Ave  thrufl 
it  away  and  rejeft  it ;  and  then  he  withdraws  that 
Grace  of  his,  ajid  that  being  withdrawn,  that  cruel 
and  fubtje  enemy  of  our  fouls  falls  in  upou  us,  and 
fubdues  us ;  and  that  fea  of  corrupticin  witbiu  us,  that 
hath  now  no  banks  to  keep  it  in,  breaks  in  and  over- 
whelm^ us.  And  thus  was  the  heart  of  Fharaob 
hardened  by  himfelf  2,  and  yet  faid  to  be  hardened  by 
God  ^,  by  withdrawing  from  him  that  Grace  that 
fhould:  foiten  it.  And  thi§  fubduftioiji  ^  of  the  grace  of 
God  principally  refpefts  Temptations  from  ourfelves., 

^  G^n.  XX.  6.    2  Exod.  Tiil.  15»     ^  Exod.  x.  K    '*  wUhdrawinsr- 
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2.  By  permijjton.  The  Devil  and  his  inftruments- 
are  under  the  reftraint  of  the  power  of  God,  and  with- 
out a  commiffion,  or  at  leaft  a  permiffion,  from  him, 
cannot  aftually  execute  that  evil  that  is  in  their  natures 
and  wills :  he  folicits  Job^  by  himfelf  and  his  inftru- 
ments,  to  let  go  his  integrity,  but  this  he  cannot  da 
without  a  permiffion  ^ :  he  feduceth  Ahab  to  his  de- 
ftrudion,  but  this  he  cannot  do  without  a  permif- 
fion ^ :  he  tempts  David  to  prefumption  and  carnal 
confidence  3,  but  this  he  cannot  do  without  a  permif- 
fion ^ :  he  watcheth  the  opportunity  of  God's  difplea- 
fure  againfl  IJrael^  and  gets  leave  thereupon  to  tempt 
David  to  number  the  people.  And  here  we  may  fee' 
the  infinite  Wifdom  of  God  in  managing  that  evil 
that  was  in  the  Devil  to  tempt,  and  in  David's  heart 
to  be  overcome,  to  a  mofl  jufl  and  excellent  end,  the 
punifhment  of  the  fin  of  Jfrael  by  David's  fin.  Here 
was  in  the  fame  aftion,  malice  in  the  Devil,  corruption 
in  David,  yet  nothing  but  purity  and  juftice  in  God. 
He  never  gives  the  Devil  a  permiffion  to  tempt,  that 
man  may  thereby  fin ;  but  he  turns  that  Temptation 
and  that  fm  into  a  work  either  of  Angular  mercy  or 
jufKce.  The  Devil  could  not  have  entered  into  Judas 
without  a  permiffion  ;  nor  Judas  have  betrayed  our 
Lord  without  a  permiffion;  nor  the  Jews  have  deli- 
vered him  up  to  judgment  without  a  permiffion  j  nor 
Pilate  have  judged  him  without  a  permiffidn^.  Here 
was  malice  in  the  Devil,  and  treachery  in  Judas,  and 
envy  in  the  Jews,  and  injufKce  in  Pilate^  and  murder  in 
the  foldiers ;  and  yet  in  God  the  greatefl  manifefla- 
tions  of  his-  Truth,  and  Juflice,  and  Wifdorti,  and  Pu- 
rity, and  Mercy,  that  ever  the  world  did  or  fhall  fee. 
While  he  permits  the  inftrument  to  fin,  he  nor  his 
action,  is  in  no  fort  defiled  by  it,  but  manageth  that  fin, 
which  is  none  of  his,  to  bring  forth  that  righteoufhels 
that  is  only  his. 

'  J(jh  i.  12.    M  Kings  xxii.  21.    *  1  Chron.  xxi.  1.  *  2  Sam.  xxiv.  1. 
-  John  aIx.  11. 
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3.  He  is  faid  to  lead  into  Temptation,  by  the  exter- 
nal dijpenjaticn  of  his  providence ;  and  that, 
■  1  By  withdrawing  thofe  external  reftraints  from  fin, 
fuch  are  the  taking  away  of  good  men,  good  gover- 
nors, good  laws.  So  much  goodnefs  as  is  in  thefe  is 
his  own  ;  and-  he  may  juftly  call  home  what  is  his. 
As  the  reftraining  grace  that  he  lends  to  a  particular 
man  is  not  due  to  him,  fo  thefe  external  reftraints,  they 
are  not  due  to  us,  but  they  are  the  free  mercy  and 
favour  of  God ;  and  yet  as  in  the  former,  fo  in  this, 
the  removal  of  them  is  feldom  but  upon  fome  eminent 
fin.  When  Jerufalem  had  offended  againft  God,  he 
takes  from  them  the  prudent,  and  th^  ancient,  and  the 
honourable  man,  and  the  counfellor,  and  gives  them 
children  to  be  their  princes  ^  When  his  vineyard 
brings  forth  wild  grapes,  he  takes  away  the  hedge 
thereof  2,  the  good  order,  and  rule,  and  laws  among 
them.  When  God  is  angry  with  a  man,  or  a  people, 
governors  of  exemplary  goodnefs  are  taken  away, 
not  only  from  the  evil  to  come,  but  by  their  being 
taking  away,  evil  fucceeds,  evil  manners,  and  then  evil 
events. 

9..  By  fropofmg  of  ohje5fs^  which,  though  they  have 
no  evil  in  them,  nor  are  they  propounded  to  the  end  to 
draw  men  to  evil ;  yet  the  evil  heart  of  man  takes 
opportunity  by  them  to  aO:  unto  evil.  The  Egyptian 
inchanters  could  have  no  more  made  blood  by  their 
inchantments  without  a  permiflion,  than  they  could 
make  lice  ;  yet  by  that  aft  of  their 's  'Pharacb'^s  heart 
was  hardened  ^.  Again,  when  upon  the  importunity 
of  Pharach^  and  the  prayer  of  Mofesy  the  plague  of 
frogs  was  removed,  it  was  an  aft  of  mercy  in  God,  yet 
when  Pharaoh  faw  there  was  refpite,  he  hardened  his 
heart  ^.  A  nd  here  appears  that  fea  of  poilbn  that  is 
in  our  heart  by  Nature,  that  will  corrupt  an  innocent 
objeft,  as  was  the  wedge  of  gold  ;  a  mercy  was  this 
to  Pharaoh  \  nay  the  very  Grace,  and  Goodneft,  and 

'  Isa.  iii.  2  « isa.  v.  6.  » Exodus  viii   18.     Exodus,  vii.  22. 

*  Exodus  viii,  15. 
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Patience,  and  Bounty  of  God,  into  a  Temptation  to 
Covetoufnefs,  Prefumption,  Wantonnefs. 

Now  from  this  petition  we  learn  our  duty  in  refe- 
rence unto  thefe  Temptations : 

1 .  In  reference  to  fuch  Temptations  which  God  is 
pleafed  oftentimes  to  fend  for  trials  fuch  as  are  afilic- 
tions  and  perfecutions. 

1.  That  we  are  not  to  feek  them.-  Our  Saviour 
teacheth  us  to  pray  againft  all  temptations  ;  they  are 
not  in  themfelves  good,  but  are  turned. to  good,  by  the 
Wife  and  Merciful  hand  of  God. 

2.  That  if  we  fall  into  them,  to  be  quiet  and  con- 
tented, and  to  difcem  the  hand  that  hath  led  us  inta 
them,  and  the  end  why  he  did,  and  to  co-operate  to  that 
end :  to  learn  by  them  patience  under  the  Hand  of  God; 
Confidence  in  his  Grace  and  Power  to  fupport  us ;  flill 
to  hold  our  integrity  ;  not  to  be  amazed  and  difordered 
as  if  fome  ftrange  thing  had  befallen  us,  but  reft  upon 
that  promife  of  his,  who  is  faithful,  and  will  not  fuffer 
us  to  be  tempted  above  what  we  are  able,  but  with  the 
Temptation  will  make  a  way  to  efcape  ^ :  Know  that 
it  is  he,  whofe  Will  thou  haft  before  prayed  may  be 
done,  that  hath  led  thee  into  this  Temptation.  And 
by  this  means  thy  Temptation  fliall  be  only  a  Tempta-* 
tion  of  Trial,  and  for  thy  Advantage ;  not  a  Temptation 
of  Sedudion. 

3.  To  pray  unto  God, 

1 .  To  prevent  us  from  them :  For  as  they  are  not 
to  be  fought,  fo  all  due  means  is  to  be  ufed  to  avoid 
them. 

2.  To  be  delivered  out  of  them. 

3.  To  be  fupported  in  them;  1.  with  patience  to 
bear  them ;  2.  with  Grace  to  improve  them  to  God*s 
end ;  and  if  God  fey  unto  thee  as  once  he  did  to  PatU^  My 
Grace  is  fufficient  for  thee^  it  will  become  an  a£l  of  hea- 
venly Chymiftry  to  turn  thy  iron  into  Gold,  thy  Temp* 
tation  into  Advantage. 

2.  In  reference  to  Temptations   unto  Siriy  w^  learn 

.'  1  Cor.  x,  IS. 
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itwo/pecial  D^//>j,Watchfulnefs  and  Prayer,  both  jouied 
together   by  our  Saviour  for  this  purpofe.     *  Watch 

*  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  Temptation  i** 

!•  Watch;  l.That  thou  be  not  a  Tempter^  Ai^ 
therein, 

!•  Beware  of  Tempting  God:  (for  fuch  tempte» 
there  have  been :)  1 .  ^  By  prefumption  and  pr^umpta**: 
^  ous  carting  ourfelves  upon  unneceflary  dang«r§^*^ 
2.  *  By  Murmuring  and  Difcontent.'  *  Why  iefopt, 
*.  ye  the  Lord  ^\  ^  They  tempted  God  in  their  heart,* 

*  by  aflUng  meat  for  their  Lulls  ^Z 

2.  Beware  of  Tempting  the  devil ;  for  fuch  is  Ae 
yillany  of  our  Nature,  that  we  are  ready  even  to  folicit- 
the -Devil  himfelf  unto  Temptation,  by  adyenturiog 
upon  fecret  and  unwarrantable  arts,  unreafoaabie  prac- 
tices, going  to  Witches,  ufing  charms,  invocation]&,  ^ 
willingly  .being  in  fuch  places  where  they=  are  utfed ;.  ^ 
venturing  into  unwjirrantable  places  or  companies,  wid*- 
i)ut  any  juft  or  reafonable  calling  thereunto.     . 

;  3.  Beware  of  tempting  others  unto  any  Sin,,d[tiier  by 
tby  ,p.erfuafion,  or  by  thy  praftice.  The  fprmear  is  more 
grofs,  the  latter  well  near  as  dangerous;  1  •  To  the  ^ertoo, 
pfiending  ;  '.woe  be  \xato  the  World  becaufeof  oflfen- 

*  ces^.*  2.  Unto  others,  efp^cially  whai  the^pccafion,; 
is  given  by  a  perfbn  in  eminence  of  place  or  reputation., 
Peter^s  diliimulation  proves  a  compulfion^,.  and  this  ex^ 
tends  not  only  to  things  fimply  evil,  but  alfo  to  the> 
practice  of  things  in  themfelves  indifferent.  '  Deftroy 
^  not  him  with  thy  meat  for  whom  Chrift  died  7/ 
The  thing  that  to  thee  is  indifferent,  and  fo  efteemed  by 
thee,  when  it  {hall  draw,  another  into  the  like  pra£Hce 
upon  thy  example,  but  againft  his  confcience,  becomes 
anoccafion  to  lofe  his  foijK    , 

,4,  Beware  of  tempting  thyfdf\  and  this  may  be  done 
divers  ways : 

»  Matth.  XXV  i.  41.  •  Matth.  iv.  6,  7.  '  Ex©d.  xvii.  2.  *  Deiit.  vi.  id. 
psaL  Ixxviri.  16.  *  ^latth.  xviii.  7.  ^^  Gjd.  ii.  14.  '  1  Car.  viii.  i  I, 
Ronij^  xiv.  15.  t 
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vsiTij  of  thine  thofe  fnares  that  the  devil  lays  for  thee, 
or  at  lead  will  lead  thee  befides  them.  It  is  true,  the 
enemy  hath  his  traps  hid  as  well  in  our  ways,  as  oul 
of  bur  ways  ;  but  when  we  are  out  of  our  warrantable 
ways,  the  very  way  wherein  we  are,  is  a  fnare,  and 
is  likewife  all  ftrewed  with  fnares  and  traps  for  us ; 
and  we  have  no  promife  of  direftion  or  protefkioiv 
from  God  in  fuch  bye  ways.  Therefore  confider  di* 
ligently.  Am  I  in  a  lawful  way  ?  Have  I  a  calling  or 
commiilion  from  God,  or  his  word,  to  walk  in  tins  way, 
or  to  be  about  this  bufei^fs  ?  If  io^  well  then,  I  will  trufr 
cttk  him  for  proteftibn,  I  am  in  the  great  King's  high-i 
way ;  but  if  not,  then  I  am  in  an  enemy's  country,  I 
liave  not  the  protedion  or  promife  of  God  ;  I  am  like 
to  meet  with  temptations,  and  to  fall  under  them  ;  I 
am  out  of  my  way,  and  I  know  not  whither  this  wander- 
ing fire  will  lead  me.  And  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  wife 
man,  '  Ponder  the  way  of  thy  feet,  and  let  all  thy 
vatys  be  eftablifhed  *  ;*  that  is,  confider  what  way 
thou  art  in ,  and  be  fure  it  be  a  right,  and  found,  and 
warrantable  way. 

2.  Labour  to  have  thy  converfaiion  and  walking  to 
be  wUb  God,  in  his  Prefence,  and  keep  a  conftant 
communion  with  him  :  For  fuch  is  his  condefcenfion 
to  his  poor  creatures,  that  he  is  pleafed  to  allow  us  to 
walk  with  him  if  we  will.  Enoch  vralked  with  God  K 
Npai  walked  with  God  3.  God  faid  to  Jbraham^ 
^  Walk  before  me  and  be  perfeft  *  •/  « J  have  fet  the 
*  Lord  always  before  me  ^  •'  That  is,  to  endeavour  to 
have  the  whole  frame  of  our  converfation  as  before 
him,  and  to  have  continual  communion  with  him  in 
alt  the  way  of  our  life ;  and  not  only  at  the  feleft  and 
foiemn  times  of  prayer,  but  in  the  general  frame  of 
our  converfation*  And  if  thou  haft  fuch  a  guide,  he 
will  be  to  thy  foul^  even  in  the  darkeft  and  moff  difficult 
and  dangerous  times,  what  he  was  once  to  his  own 
people,  a  pillar  of  fire,  that  thou  mayeft  fee  thy  way 

^  Prov.  iv.  26.  *  Gen.  v.  24.  '  Gen.  vi\  9. 

.    ^  Gep.  xvii.  1.  *  Psalm  xvi.  &. 
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brfbre  thee,  and  he  wHl  fiiew  thee  where  the  fnare 
lies,  and  how  to  avoid  it^  nay,  if  thou  flip  into  it,  he  that 
leads  thee  by  the  hand,  will  pull  thee  out  of  it,  and 
will  not  fuffer  thy  foot  to  Aide, 

3.  When  any  aSlion  of  any  confidercthle  or  unvfiuA 
fiature  is  to  be  undertaken  by  thee,  that  is  fomewhat 
beyond  or  befide  the  ordinary  track  of  thy  life,  let  this 
have  a  fpecial  and  diftinSl  examination^  and  be  not  con- 
tent with  that  general  care  of  thy  ordinary  way,  but 
bring  it  to  a  more  particular  fcrutiny. 

1 .  Confider  how  it  becomes  the  prefence  of  God» 
and  whether  it  will  abide  to  be  brought  before  hint 
^thout  fome  regret  and  fhame :  How,  if  this  were  the 
laft  adlion  of  thy  life,  and  prefently  to  be  brought  into 
liis  judgment,  whether  it  would  abide  that  trial. 

2.  Confider  whether  it  be  allowed  or  condemned 
by  the  Word  of  God,  or  what  part,  or  what  drcum- 
ftance  thereof,  will  not  abide  that  examination. 

.  S.  Bid  thy  coiifcience  plainly  and  truly  tell  thee 
what  fhe  thinks  of  it^  and  of  every  part  of  it,  and 
what  fhe  likes,  and  what  fhe  diflikes  of  it. 

4.  See  if  there  be  any  thing  in  it  that  thou  wouldft 
be  afliamed  to  own  it  before  men,  or  any  part  of  it. 

And  if  upon  thefe  examinations  thou  canft  clear 
the  adion  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Prefence  and  the 
Word  of  God,  the  Teflimony  of  thy  Confcience, 
and  dareft  to  expofe  it  to  the'  Judgment  of  Men,  dd 
it :  But  if  it  fails  in  any,  (as  when  it  fails  in  any,  be 
fure  it  fails  in  all,  thbugh  happily  in  fome  particular, 
according  to  the  different  conftitution  of  a  man,  and 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  the  exorbitancy  will  be  more 
apparent,  it  may  be,  in  one  than  in  another ;  for  all 
iin  flies  the  prefence  of. God,  crofTeis  the  Word  of 
God,  hurts  the  confcience,  and  brings  fhame)  rejeft 
it,  or  fo  much  of  it  as  upon  this  examination  will  not 
abide  this  teft ;  there  is  a  temptation  in  it. 

4.  Upon  fuch  a  difcovery  of  fm  in  jhe  aflion  to  be 
undertaken,,  hold  not  difpute  with  thy  own  corrupt 
heart  long  about  it,  but  rejefl:  it  Avithout  any  mgre 

reafonings ; 
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fure  of  fhame  that  I  fhall  fubmit  to  this  TemptatioiL 
trith  the  fame  meafure  of  comfort  and  glory  Ihall  I 
irefift  it.  When  I  confider  that  in  the  view  and  Pre- 
fence  of  the  Glorious  God,  of  my  merciful  and  ten- 
der Saviour,  of  the  pure  and  bleffed  Spirits,  thofe 
glorious  courtiers  of  heaven,  I  fhall  give  a  teftimony 
of  my  love  to  God,  I  fliall  refift  and  rejeft  the  foli- 
citations  of  the  enemy  of  heaven,  and  hold  faft  nune 
integrity.  Could  Job  have  but  heard  that  approbation 
which  God  gave  of  it  after  the  Devil  had  praflifed 
hi^  experiments.  That  he  ft  ill  holdeth  faft  his  inteffitj^ 
though  thou  m'jveft  me  againft  him  i,  it  would  have 
abundantly  fatisfied  him  for  all  his  lofTes,  and  abun- 
dantly ftrengthened  his  heart  againft  all  future  Temp- 
tations*  And  what  we  read  of  him,  we  may  be  fure 
is  true  concerning  ourfelves;  the  fame  pradlices  by 
the  Devil  to  feduce  us,  and  the  fame  atteftation  riven 
by  the  Eternal  God,  if  we  refift  his  Temptations. 
But  which  is  more  than  this,  the  Eternal  God,  as  he 
ftands  by  to  fee  my  behaviour,  fo  he  ftands  by  me  to 
fupply  me  with  ftrength  if  I  feek  to  him  for  it,  and 
with  an  Immortal  Crown  to  reward  me  in  that  victory 
over  my  Temptation  which  his  own  ftrength  hath 
given  me.  I  will  therefore  lay  in  the  balance  againft 
the  pleafure  or  profit  of  my  Temptation,  the  fhame 
and  puniffiment  from  that  God  that  beholds  me ;  and 
againft  my  lofs  in  refifting  it,  the  glory  and  advantage 
in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  I  Ihall  obtain  in  over- 
coming it. 

6.  Carry  with  thee  a  jealous  and  watchful  eye  ov&t 
thyfelf  in  all  conditions  and  aSlions.  For  there  is  a 
fnare  and  a  Temptation  in  every  thing  thou  doft,  or 
that  doth  befall  thee. 

1 .  Take  heed  to  thy  Senfes  and  their  objefts :  Thou 
haft  an  evil  Eye^  a  covetous  eye,  a  wanton  afid  adul- 
terous eye,  an  envious  eye,  an  unfatiable  eye;  thou 
.haft  an  itching  Ear^  or  an  ear  open  to  vanity,  dull  of 
hearuig,  when  that  thou  heareft  is  profitable ;  thou 

haft 
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haft  a'  faucy  and  a  luxurious  Palate^  that  if  it  find  not 
a  fnare  in  thy  table,  or  a  ferpent  in  thy  cup,  will  eafily 
make  it. 

2.  Take  heed  to  thy  Underftanding^  it  is  apt  to  ravel 
out  itfelf  in  impertinent  and  unprofitable,  if  not  dan- 
gerous and  p.Fefumptuous  (peculations,  to  mifpend  it-- 
felf  and  thy  precious  time  in  that  which  hurts  thee,  or 
at  leaft,  doth  thee  no  good ;  and  of  what  ufe  will  the 
xiloft  of  them  be  within  one  moment  after  thy  death  ; 
either  they  fhall  be  known  exaftly  without  a  minute's 
ftudy,  or  they  will  be  unufeful,  and  utterly  unfervice- 
able  to  thee ;  whereas  every  minute's  time  thou  fpend- 
eft  here  in  improving  thy  Knowledge  of  God  and 
his  Word,  is  fowing  of  a  feed  that  fhall  in  thy 
immortal  foul  yield  a  harveft  fuitable  to  her  condi- 
tion. 

'  3.  Take  heed  to  thy  Memory^  it  is  apt  to  receive 
the  figures  and  imprefliions  of  vain  or  finful  words  or 
adions ;  and  the  Devil  is  apt  to  turn  that  fide  of  the 
glafs  to  thy  foul,  that  contains  thofe  chai-adlers,  efpe- 
cially  at  fuch  times  when  it  may  divert  thee  from,  or 
difturb  thee  in  better  thoughts  of  employments. 

4.  Take  heed  to  thy  Hearty  it  is  a  deceitful  heart, 
a  treacherous  tod  a  falfe  heart,  that  will  fide  with  the 
enemy  of  thy  God,  and  of  thy  foul,  and  of  thy  peace ; 
an  hypocritical  and  a  falfe  heart,  that  will  turn  into  a 
thoufand  Ihapes,  fo  that  thou  canft  not  know  what  it 
is :  It  is  the  fountain  of  all  thofe  bitter  waters  that 
ftream  through  the  faculties  and  aftions  ;  a  box  full 
of  the  fpirits  of  poifon  which  will  infeft  all  thou  doft, 
and  overfpread  the  world  with  villainy  and  furies ;  a 
foul,  impure,  iinpoftumated  principle,  that  nothing 
can  cure  or  change,  but  the  great  Lord  of  the  world, 
the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh ;  and  yet  when  God 
is  ple?afed  to  fet  up  his  rule  and  fceptre  there,  there  is 
neVet  a  minute  but  this  heart  of  thine  is  praftifing 
rtbelHon,  or  treachery,  or  apoftacy  againfl:  it ;  there- 
forei  *  keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it 

voJL,  I.  2  o  'are 
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*  are  the  iffues  of  thy  life  ^*  The  objefts  upon  which 
thy  heart  fixeth,  though  they  are  innocent  and  hami'* 
lefs  for  the  moft  part,  yet  the  ill  conftitution  of  thy 
heart  turns  them  to  the  poifon  of  thy  foul.  Riches,  and 
power,  and  honour,  and  creatures  are  in  themfelves 
good ;  but  it  is  the  heart  turns  them  into  Temptations 
and  into  Tms*  in  the  purjuit  of  them,  it  begets  co- 
vetoufnefs,  ambition,  unlawful  means :  In  the  ^ra/- 
tion  of  them,  it  begets  pride,  and  infolence,  and  car- 
nal confidence  :  In  the  want  of  them,  it  begets  mur- 
muring, and  difcontent,  and  envy :  In  the  ufs  of 
things  lawful,  it  begets  excefs,  and  immoderation, 
and  unfeafonablenefs :  In  the  performance  of  things 
commendable  and  commanded,  it  begets  arrogance, 
felf-attribution,  vam-glory,  over-prizing  of  them,  and 
of  itfelf  for  them ;  opinion  of  merit,  fuppofition  of 
privilege  to  offend  in  other  things,  becaufe  of  the 
due  performance  of  thefc.  And  thus  we  cannot  want 
a  Temptation,  fo  long  as  we  carry  about  us  a  heart 
io  full  of  corruption ;  therefore  carry  a  ft  rift  and  dili-r 
gent  hand  over  thy  heart,  for  it  hath  in  it  a  fountain, 
a  feed,  a  itock  of  Temptations, 

5.  Set  a  watch  over  all  the  aSlions  cf  thy  life^  of  what 
kind  foever  :  1 .  In  matters  indifferent^  or  that  are  fo 
reprefented  to  thee,  fufpeft  thy  judgment  in  them, 
and  know  that  thou  art  apt  to  judge  partially,  and  to 
put  a  face  of  indifFerency  upon  things  that  it  may  be 
are  evil ;  and  therefore  rather  be  content  to  deny  thy- 
ifelf  the  ufe  of  things  indifterent,  than  to  hazard  thy- 
felf  upon  that  which  may  prove  a  fin.  If  thy  carnal 
heart  judge  a  thing  indifferent,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  that 
thing  hath  fomewhat  of  fin  in  it :  If  thy  heart  dare 
only  fay  it  is  indifferent  and  may  be  done,  thou  mayeft 
certainly  conclude,  that  it  may  certainly  be  let  alone  j 
in  matters  prefented  to  thee  as  indifferent  to  be  donei 
or  not  to  be  done,  be  content  to  refufe  that  part 
which  thy  finful  heart  moft  inclines  thee  to.  WTien 
thou  denieft  thyfelf  in  that  which  thou  art  fure  is  fin- 

'  Prov.  iv.  i23. 
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liil,  it  is  the  duty  of  thy  obedience ;  when  thou  denied 
th^^elf  in  that  which  feeras  indifferent,  it  is  the  duty 
of  thy  watcbfulnefsn  2.  In  matters  that  are  certainly 
lawful ;  yet  take  heed  of  any  mixture  of  any  unlaw- 
ful circumftance :  for  that  makes  the  very  lawfiil  a£tion 
a  fnare  to  thee  to  draw  thee  into  fin.  Any  one  de- 
feft  is  enough  to  make  thy  whole  aftion  finful: 
As  in  the  ufe  of  the  creatures,  if  it  be  accompanied 
with  the  circumftances  of  immoderation,  unfeafon^ 
ablenefs  or  unfuitablenefs ;  in  the  acquiring  of  con* 
veniencies  for  life,  if  it  be  accompanied  with  any  un- 
lawful means,  anxiety,  robbing  God  of  the  heart,  un- 
feafonable  robbing  God  of  his  time  ;  thefe  make  the 
things,  that  are  in  themfelves  lawful,  to  become  fins.  And 
not  only  is  it  fo  in  cafe  of  things  lawful,  but  in  cafe  of 
things  neceffary  and  commendable*  To  glorify  God  is  our 
moft  univerfal  and  indifpenfable  duty ;  yet  to  talk  deceit* 
fuHy  for  him,  becomes  a  fin  ^  To  offer  facrifice,  was  a 
duty  enjoined  under  the  Old  Law,  yet  to  commit  rob- 
bery for  burnt  offerings,  or  to  offer  facrifice  with  hands 
full  of  blood,  turns  the  facrifice  into  an  abomination  *.» 
To  pray,  to  give  alms,  to  fall,  are  duties  enjoined' 
by  God  ;  but  to  do  them  for  pride,  vain-glory,  turns 
them  into  a  fin  3.  The  mixing  of  an  ill  means,  or  an 
ill  end,  fpoils  the  whole  fervice. 

6.  Efpecially  have  an  eye  to  that  Temptation  that  is 
mofl:  Juitahle  to  thy  age,  complexion,  conftitution, 
or  condition ;  for  that  is  thy  moft  dangerous  tempta- 
tion, becaufe  it  hath  the  greateft  power  over  thee. 
The  Temptations  of  Toutb  are  commonly  Lightnefs, 
Pride  of  Apparel,  Raftmefe,  Luft,  Excefs :  the  Temp- 
tsations  of  Riper  Age  are  commonly  Vain-glory,  Am- 
bition, Revenge >  Violence:  the  Temptation  of  Old 
Age^  Covetoufnefs,  Morofity,  &c.  So  the  Temptations 
incident  to  the  Jeveral  conftitutions  or  complexions. 
Anger,  Luft,  Immoderate  Eating,  Sluggiflmefs,  Un- 
quiethefs,  Fearfulnefs,  Vanity  of  Thoughts,  &c.    So- 

'  Job.  )(iu.  7.  «  Isaiah  i.  13.  «  Matth.  vi.  1. 
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the  Temptations  incident  to  the  fever al  conditions  of  a 
man,  thofe  that  border  upon  his  trade,  or  profeffioa^ 
lying,  cozening,  &c.     Upon  his  eftate  in  this  world ; 
Poverty  is  apt  to  incline  to  murmuring,  repining,  envy 
at  others  that  feem  of  lefs  merit,  yet  more  wealth, 
ufe  of  unlawful  means  either  to  fupply,  or  to  cover 
our  wants  :     Power  and  greatnefs  are  apt  to  tempt  to 
revenge,  of  paft  injuries  or  prefent  neglefts  ;  to  fcorn 
and  defpife  others ;  to  pride  and  arrogance ;  to  love  to 
be  flattered,  and  hunt  for  applaufe,  boafting,  threat-^ 
ning,   fupercilioufnefs,  forgetting  of  relations,  ufing 
imdue  means  to  fupport  it,  &c.  Wealth  is  apt  to.tempt 
to  confidence  in  it,  to  fet  up  our  reft  here,  to  be  loath 
to  think  of  Death  or  change,  to  forget  God,  to  un* 
dervalue,  or  not  to  think  upon  our  everlafting  future 
condition,  vexing  and  tormenting  cares,  and  imagina^ 
tion  that  we  are  out  of  the  need  or  reach  of  the  Divine 
Providence.     *  Thofe  that  will  be  rich,  falLinto  many 
Temptations  i.'    Pleafw^es  expefted  or  enjoyed  are  apt 
to  thruft  out  of  the  heart,  the  thought  of  the  Prefence 
of  God,  and  the  thought  of  Death  and  Judgment, 
that  fo  they  may  be  the  more  freely  and  uncontroul- 
ably  enjoyed ;  they  are  apt  to  eftrange  a  man  from 
accefs  to  God,  or  confidence  in  him,  &c.  Thefe  and 
the  like  Temptations,  every  man  may.  find  by  a  fmall 
obfervation  of  himfelf,  and  others ;  are  apt  to  follow 
the  feveral  conditions  of  men,  and  prevailiqjon  them ; 
and  therefore,  efpecially  upon  any  great  change  of  our 
condition  forefeen,  we  are  to  fence  ourfelves  ftronge(t 
againft  thofe  Temptations  which  are  indeed  nothing 
dfe  but  the  iffues  and  produdions  of  the  heart  upon 
fuch  conjun£iions,  and  are  as  natural  to  it  in  that  ftate 
of  corruption  wherein  fhe  is,  as  vermin  are  to.be  pro-^ 
duced  from  heat  and  putrefaftion  :  and  therefore  ex- 
pert fuch  Temptations  upon  any  great  change  of  thy 
condition,  and  fortify  thyfelf  againft  them  with  refolu^ 
tion,   with  watchfulnefs,  with  often  thoughts,  of  th)p 
mortality,  vrfth  remembrance  of  the  Prefeuce^  Power, 

11  Tim.  vL  9. 

and 


Meditaiions  upon  the  Lorffs  Pray  en         £65 

9Xkd  All-fufliciency  of  God  ;  and  laftly,  with  recotirfe 
to  God  by  Prajer  againft  them ;  for  *  Except  the  Lord 

*  keep  the  city,  the  watchmen  wake  but  in  vain  ^' 

2-  The  fecond  means  is  that  which  oui^  Saviour 
teacheth  us  in  this  petition.  Prayer  unto  God  the  Father 
who  is  faithful,  and  will  not  fufFer  us  to  be  tempted 
above  what  we  are  able,  '  Through  our  Lord  J  efus 

*  Chrift  2/  who  hath  fuffered  himfelf,  being  tempted, 
and  therefore  is  able  to  fuccour  thofe  that  are  tempted^i 
By  the  eternal  Spirit^  who  has  promifed  to  guide  us  into 
all  truth  4.  That  the  Almighty  and  Eternal  God,  who 
fo  fiir  condefcends  unto  us,  as  to  offer  us  his  hand  to 
lead  us,  and  his  ftrength  to  fupport  us,  that  fees  all 
our  ways,  and  our  wanderings,  and  the  fnares  that  are 
fpread  for  our  feet,  would  be  pleafed  to  guide  us  by 
his  hand  and  by  his  eye,  that  we  may  keep  the  true 
and  old  way  ;  and  if  any  fnares  be  laid  there  for  us  by 
the  enemy  of  our  peace,  that  he  would  either  remove, 
or  break  the  fnare,  or  lead  us  about  bv  them,  or  lift 
us  over  them.  That  he  would  be  pleafed  to  cleanfe 
our  hearts  from  our  corruptions,  the  iiurfery  of  our 
Temptations ;  that  he  would  prepare  us,  and  rnilruft^ 
and  ftrengthen  us  by  his  Mighty  Spirit,  to  difcem,  and 
to  oppofe,  and  to  overcome  the  deceits  and  feduftions 
of  our  own  hearts. 

To  conclude  therefore  this  part  of  this  petition: 

0  Lord  God  Almighty,  that  beholdeft  all  my  ways^ 

1  find  that  I  walk  in  the  midfl:  of  fnares  and  Temp- 
tations ;  the  great  enemy  of  my  falvation,  and  his  re- 
tinue is  continually  about  me,  and  watch  for  my 
halting,  fecretly  and  undifcoverably  foliciting  my  foiH 
to  fin  againfl  Thee,  almofl:  in  every  occurrence  of 
my  life,  and  every  motion  of  my  mmd ;  and  having 
in  any  thing  prevailed  againfl  me,  either  he  quiets  my 
foul  in  my  fin,  or  diforders  my  foul  for  it,  and  by 
both  prevents  or  diverts  me  from  coming  to  Thee  fo 
feek  my  pardon,  as  a  thing  not  neceffary  to  be  afked, 
or  impoflible  to  be  gained :  Again,  the  men^  among 

*  Psal.  cxxvii.  \,    '  1  Cor.  x.  IS.     ^  Heb.  ii.  IS.     Vohn  xvi.  13. 
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whom  I  live,  fcatter  their  Temptations  for  me,  by 
perfuafions  to  fin,  by  evil  examples,  by  fuccefs  in 
finful  praftices ;  and  if  there  were  no  devil  or  man 
to  tempt  me,  yet  I  find  in  my  [elf  an  everlafting  feed 
of  Temptations,  a  ftock  of  corruptions  that  forms  all 
I  am,  and  all  I  have  or  do,  even  thy  very  mercies^  into 
Temptations.  When  I  confider  thy  patience  and  good- 
nefs  to  me,  I  am  tempted  to  prefiimption,  to  fupine* 
nefs  to  an  opinion  of  my  own  worth  ;  when  I  confider 
or  find  thy  juftice^  I  am  tempted  to  murmuring,  to 
defpair,  to  think  the  moft  Sovereign  Lord,  a  hard 
mafter.  In  my  under  ft  endings  I  am  tempted  to  fecret  ar- 
gumentation, to  atheifm,  to  infidelity,  to  difpute  thy 
truth,  to  curiofity,  to  impertinent  or  forbidden  en- 
quiries. If  I  have  learnings  it  makes  me  proud,  apt 
to  defpife  the  purity  and  fimplicity  of  thy  truth,  to 
contend  for  maft:ery5  not  for  truth  \  to  ufe  my  wit 
to  reafon  myfelf  or  others  into  errors  or  fins;  tofpend 
my  time  in  thofe  difcoveries  that  do  not  countervail 
the  expence,  nor  of  any  value  or  ufe  to  my  foul 
after  death.  In  my  Will  I  find  much  averfenefs  to 
what  is  good,  a  ready  motion  to  every  thing  that  is 
evil,  or  at  leafl:  an  uncertain  fluftuation  between  both : 
In  all  my  Thoughts  I  find  abundance  of  vanity  ;  when 
employed  to  any  thoughts  of  mofl:  concernment  to 
my  foul,  full  of  inconfiftency ,  unfixt,  unfettled,  eafily 
interrupted,  mingled  with  grofs  apprehenfions. 
When  I  look  into  my  Ccnjaence^  I  find  her  eafily 
bribed,  and  brought  over  to  the  wrong  party,  allayed 
with  felf-love,  if  not  wholly  filent,  unprofitable  and 
dead.  In  my  AffeEiitns  I  find  continued  diforder, 
eafily  mifplaced,  and  more  eafily  over-afted  beyond 
the  bounds  of  moderation,  reafon,  and  wifdom, 
much  more  of  Chriftianity  and  thy  Fear.  In  jxvjjen- 
Juql  Appetite^  I  find  a  continual  fog  and  vapour  rifing 
from  it,  difordering  my  foul  in  all  I  am  about,  with 
unfeafonable,  importunate,  and  foul  exhalations,  that 
darken  and  pollute  it,  that  divert  and  difliurb  it  in  all 
that  is  good,  that  continually  folicit  it  to  all  fenfual 
evils,    unto  all  immoderation  and  excefs.     In  my 

\  Senjes 
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*  Senfes  I  have  all  Eye  full  of  wantonnefs,  full  of  covet- 

*  Gufnefs,  full  of  haughtinefs ;  an  Ear  full  of  itching 
after  novelties,  impertinencies,  vanities ;  a  Palate  full 
of  intemperance,  fludious  for  curiofities ;  a  Hand  full 
of  violence,  when  it  is  in  my  power ;  a  Tongue  full  of 
unneceflary  vain  words,  apt  to  flander,  to  whifper, 
full  of  vain-glory  and  felf-flattery.  If  thou  giveft  me 
a  healthy  Jircng  body^  I  am  ready  to  be  proud  of  it, 
apt  to  think  myfelf  out  of  the  reach  of  ficknefs  or 
death ;  it  keeps  me  from  thinking  of  my  latter  end, 
or  providing  for  it ;  I  am  ready  to  ufe  chat  ftrength 
to  the  fervice  of  fin,  with  better  advantage,  more 
excefs,  and  lefs  remorfe.  If  thou  vifiteft  me  with 
Sicknefs^  I  am  furprifed  with  peevifhnefs,  impatience, 
with  folicitous  care  touching  my  eflate,  and  pofterity, 
and  recovery,  and  my  thoughts  conceiTiing  Thee  lef§ 
frequent,  lefs  profitable  than  before,  though  my  ne*- 
ceifity  be  greater.  If  thou  giveft  me  Pie  iy^  I  am 
apt  to  be  proud,  infolent,  confident  in  my  wealth, 
reckoning  upon  it  as  my  treafure,  think  every  thought 
loit  that  is  not  employed  upon  it,  or  in  order  to  in^- 
creafe  it,  loth  to  think  of  Death  or  Judgment.  If 
thou  vifiteft  me  with  Poverty^  I  am  apt  to  murmur, 
to  count  the  rich  happy,  to  caft  off  thy  fervice  as  un- 
profitable, to  look  upon  my  everlafting  hopes  as 
things  at  a  diftance,  imaginary  comforts  under  real 
wants.  If  thou  giveft  me  Reputation  and  efteem  in 
the  world,  I  am  apt  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  bear  me  out 
at  a  pinch  in  fome  unlawful  aftion,  to  ufe  it  to  miflead 
others,  to  ufe  any  bafe  (hift  to  fupport  it.  If  thou 
caft  me  into  Reproach  and  Ignominy,  my  heart  is  apt 
to  fwell  againft  the  means,  to  ftudy  revenge,  and  to 
die  with  my  reputation,  though  it  may  caulelefsly  be 
loft,  and  to  have  the  thoughts  ana  remembrance 
of  it  to  interfere  and  grate  upon  my  foul,  even  in  my 
immediate  fervice  to  Thee ;  any  crofs  fours  my  blef- 
fings,  and  carries  my  heart  fo  violently  into  difcon- 
tent,  for,  it  may  be,  a  fingle  afflidion,  which  I  de- 

2  o  4  'fei*vedly 
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fervedly  fufFer,  that  I  forget  to  be  thankful  for  a  mul- 
titude of  other  mercies,  which  I  undefervedly  enjoy^ 
If  I  am  about  a  good  Duty^  I  find  my  heart  tempted  to 
perform  them  carlefsly,  formally,  negligently,  hypo- 
critically^ vain-glorioufly,  for  falfe  or  by-ends  ;  and 
when  I  have  done  them,  my  heart  is  puffed  up  with 
pride,  opinion  of  merit,  looking  upon  my  Maker  as 
my  debtor  for  the  duty  I  owe   him ;  and  yet  but 
flightly  and  defefUvely  performed  to  him ;  how  then 
can  I  expeft  power  from  myfelf  to  refift  a  Tempta- 
tion without,  when  I  find  fo  much  treachery  within 
me?  I  therefore  befeech  Thee,  mod  Mercifijil  and 
Powerful  Father,  to  fend  into  my  heart  the  grace  and 
ftrength  of  thy  bleffed  Spirit,  to  refift  and  overcome 
all  my  Temptations,  to  cleanfe  and  purge  this  foul 
heart  of  mine,  of  this  brood  and  neft  of  luft  and  cor- 
ruptions that  are   within  it ;    to  ftrengthen  myfelf 
againft  the   Temptations  of  Hell,  the  World,  and 
myfelf ;  to  lead  me  in  fafe  paths ;  to  difcover  an4 
admonifh  me  hourly  of  all  the  dangers  that  are  in  my 
way ;  and  fo  by  thy  mighty  and  over-ruling  Provi- 
dence to  guide  me,  that  I  may  avoid  all  occafions  of 
falling  ;  fo  to  order  and  over-rule,  and  moderate,  and 
temper  all  the  occurrences  of  my  life,  that  they  may 
be  fuitable  to  that  grace  thou  giveft  me,  to  bear  them 
"  without  offending  Thee  ;  and  if  thou  at  any  time  fuf- 
fer  me  to  take  a  fall,  yet  deliver  me  from  prefump- 
tuous  fins,  give  me  a  heart  fpeedily  to  fly  to  Thee 
for  ftrength  to  reftore  me,  for  mercy  to  pardon  me. 
If  thou  fuffereft  me  to  fall  into  Temptation,  yet  I  be- 
feech Thee  deliver  me  from  the  evil.     Bui  deliver  us 
from  eviV     Three  evils  are  here  meant. 

1 .  The  Evil  of  Sin.  We  are  before  taught  to  pray 
for  pardoning  mercy  in  the  firft  petition ;  tor  prevent- 
ing mercy  in  the  former  part  of  this  petition ;  and  here 
we  are  taught  to  pray  for  delivering,  reftoring  mercy. 
When  a  fin  is  committed,  there  is  not  only  a  guilt  con- 
trafted,  which  ftands  in  need  of  mercy  to  pardon  it, 
but  the  foul  receives  a  wound  that  weakens  it,  and 
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(lands  in  need  of  a  Divine  ftrength  to>eftore  it,  and 
\rithout  this  it  will  never  rife  out  of  that  ftate  of  impo- 
tency,  yea  of  rebellion,  into  which  it  is  fallen,  but 
would  multiply  fin  upon  fin  to  all  eternity.  As  before 
our  converfion  unto  God  we  are  dead  in  trefpaffes  and 
fins,  and  cannot  convert  ourfelves,  fo  after  we  are  con- 
verted, any  one  fin  puts  us,  as  in  ourfelves,  and  re- 
fped  of  our  own  ftrength,  into  the  fame  ftate  of  dead 
men,  in  which  our  converfion  at  firft  found  us :  only 
here  is  the  odds,  God  is  pleafed  to  put  into  us  2ifeed  of 
life^  that  fhall  again  quicken  us  though  we  fall.  '  Who- 

*  foever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  fin,  (that  is, 

*  continue  in  it)  for  his  feed  abideth  in  him  ^'  'If  any 

*  man  fin,  we  have  an  advocate  2/  &c.  That  Seed  of 
Life,  that  Advocate  of  our  Peace,  will  caufe  him  to  lay 
hold  again  upon  the  ftrength,  and  mercy,  and  promiie 
of  God ;  will  carry  his  eye  to  look  upon  this  brazen 
ferpent ;  will  enable  him  to  re-apply  the  merits  and 
life  of  Chrift  to  his  foul ;  and  fo  that  wound  that  was 
in  itfelf  mortal,  is  cured,  and  the  foul  enabled  to  return 
again  to  God,  whom  by  fm  it  hath  forfaken  ;  and  yet 
though  the  benefit  is  ours,  the  deliverance  is  God's,  and 
he  will  be  fought  unto,  as  well  for  ftrength  to  recover 
from  the  ftate  of  fin,  as  for  mercy  to  recover  from  the 
guilt  of  fin  after  every  fall. 

2.  Deliver  us  firom  the  evil  of  punijhment^  or  afflic- 
tion.; 1.  By  giving  us  patience  to  bear  it,  as  from  the 
hand  of  God  ;  2.  Wifdom  and  underftanding  to  dif- 
cem  and  perceive  what  the  end  of  God  is  in  fending 
it ;  for  the  rod  hath  his  voige  and  his  meflage.  It  may 
be  it  is  to  bring  into  remembrance  fome  fm  paft  unre- 
pented  of,  which  lies  rankling  in  thy  confqience, 
though  thou  haft  forgotten  it,  and  fo  it  bids  thee  look 
backward :  It  may  be  it  is  to  prevent  thee  from  fome 
fin,  which  thou  art  otherwife  like  to  fall  into,  and  fo 
bids  thee  look  forward :  It  may  be  thy  heart  begins  to 
fettle  upon  her  lees,  to  fix  herfelf  upon  the  world,  tq 
grow  fecure  and  carelefs,  to  grow  proud  and  wanton, 

^  1  John  iii.  Q.        *  1  John  ii.  1. 
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and  fo  It  bids  thee  look  within  thee :  It  may  be  God  is 
pleafed  to  ufe  this  crofs  to  ftir  thee  up  to  dependance 
upon  him,  to  feek  him  by  prayer,  to  difcover  his 
power  and  mercy  in  delivering  thee  in  fome  eminent 
way,  and  fo  it  bids  thee  look  aiove  thee.  Learn  there- 
fore the  meffage  of  the  crofs,  and  improve  it  to  that 
e^d  for  which  he  fent  it,  and  by  this  means  thou  fliait 
be  delivered  from  the  evil  of  the  evil.  3.  Deliver  us 
from  evil^  that  is,  from  the  very  incumbency  of  the  evil 
upon  us.  And  this  is  a  thing  that  we  may  lawfully 
a&,  fo  it  be  with  fubmiffion  to  the  Will  of  God^  who 
beft  knows  what  is  fit  for  us :  only  of  this  we  may  be 
fure,  that  though  the  thing  be  not  granted,  yet  thy 
petition  is  not  loft :  when  Paul  befought  God  thrice 
againft  an  Affliftion  ',  though  he  had  not  deliverance 
from  it,  yet  he  had  fufficient  grace  given. him  to  bear 
it ;  when  our  bleffed  Lord  befought  that  that  cup  might 
pafs  from  him,  though  he  muft  drink  of  the  cup,  yet  he 
was  heard  in  the  thing  which  he  feared  2,  and  thy 
prayer  for  deliverance  mall  be  anfwered  either  with  a 
way  to  efcape  it,  or  with  ftrength  comfortably  to  bear 
it». 

3.  Deliver  us  from  Evil^  that  is,  the  evil  one^  who 
goeth  about  as  a  roaring  lion  feeking  whom  he  may 
devour^  the  Prince  of  Darknefs,  the  Prince  of  this 
World,  the  Prince  of  the  Power  of  the  Air ;  an  invi* 
fible  Prince,  that  could  he  but  get  commiflion  from 
the  Great  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  would  fift  us  as 
wheat,  would  fliake  our  faith,  and  bring  us  under 
his  own  rule ;  a  creature,  but  yet  of  that  power,  wif* 
dom,  fubtilty,  and  malice,  that  he  would  be  eafily  able 
to  feduce,  or  at  leaft  to  diforder  and  (hatter  the  ftroageft 
man,  as  once  he  did  Jcb :  therefore  we  have  caufe  to 
pray,  that  as  the  Son  of  God  came  to  deftroy  the  works 
of  Satan,  to  judge  the  Prince  of  this  World,  tobruifehis 
head ;  fo  he  would  continually  afTift  us  with  his  grace 
to  refift  him,  to  difcover  him,  even  when  he  transforms 
himfelf  into   an  Angel  of  Light ;  that  if  he  fhall  gd 

'  g  Cor.  xii.  9,        »  Heb.  v.  7.        'I  Cor.  x,  13. 
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about  to  feduce  us  from  the  truth  by  Signs  and  Won- 
ders, as  once  he  did  Pharaoh ;  by  predifldons,  as  fome- 
times  he  did  in  the  heathen  oracles ;  by  Mifappiica- 
tions  even  of  the  very  Word  of  Truth,  as  he  endea* 
voured  to  do  by  our  Saviour ;  by  fucceffes  and  events 
of  things ;  that  we  may  remember  the  caution  that 
Mofes  gave  unto  the  I/raelites  :  *  ITie  Lord  your  God 
*  proveth  you,  whether  ye  love  the  Lord  your  God 
^  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all  your  fouP/  That  if 
he  go  about  to  feduce  us  into  fin,  or  denying  of  the 
Truth,  by  propofals  and  promifes  of  honours,  prefer- 
ments, temporal  advantages,  or  to  affright  us  from  the 
Truth, by  menaces,  perfecutions,  difgraces,death,  yetwe 
may  not  be  allured  or  affrighted  into  fin,  but  may  keep 
clofe  to  the  fure  Truth  of  God  revealed  in  his  Word^ 
whatever  the  event  be. 

Fcr  thine  is  the  Kingdom^  Power  and  Glory. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  Prayer,  our  Saviour  teacheth 
us  to  ftrengthen  our  faith  in  the  Mercy  of  God,  by 
teaching  us  to  call  him  Father ;  and,  in  the  Power 
of  God,  by  teaching  us  to  call  him  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther ;  that  under  both  thefe  confiderations  we  may  look 
upon  Almighty  God  in  the  entrance  into  our  Prayers : 
and  becaufe  our  thoughts  are  ^afily  takeii  off  from 
thefe  confiderations ;  and,  like  Mofes* s  arm,  our  faith 
foon  declines,  and  our  light  foon  burns  out ;  and  be- 
caufe there  is  an  equal  neceffity  of  intention  of  fpirit,  as 
well  in  our  laft  requeft  as  in  our  firft,  our  Saviour 
teaches  us  to  remind  thofe  confiderations  that  may  fup- 
port  and  fortify  our  fouls  in  the  clofe  of  our  prayers, 
as  well  as  in  the  beginning  ;  that  fo  the  confideration 
of  Almighty  God^  his  Power  and  Goodnefs,  who  is 
the  beginning  and  the  end,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  may 
be  alio  the  beginning  and  the  end,  as  of  our  prayers, 
fo  of  all  our  fervices. 

Thine  is  the  Kingdom.  *  Thou  art  the  only,  and  ab- 
^  folute,  and  rightful  Sovereign  of  all  thy  creatures  j 

*  Dcut.  xiii.  3. 

'  and 
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*  and  to  Thee  do  all  the  creatures  in  the  world  owe  an 

*  infinite  fubjeftion ;  for  by  thy  power  and  goodnefs 

*  they  were  created  and  are  preferred.     And  yet  if  it 

*  were  poffible  that  infinitude  could  admit  of  degrees, 

*  the  children  of  men  owe  a  more  infinite  fubje£Uon 

*  unto  Thee,  than  any  of  the  reft  of  thy  creatures ;  for 

*  thou  yet  fpareft  unto  them  that  being,  that  by  fin  they 

*  have  forfeited  unto  Thee.     And  yet  more  than  this, 

*  thofe  whom  thou  haft  redeemed  by  the  Paffion  of  thy 

*  Son,  and  fandlified,  owe  Thee  yet  a  more  infinite  debt 

*  of  fubjeftion,  than  the  reft  of  the  children  of  men: 

*  And  becaufe  thou  art  our  King,  whither  fhould  we 

*  go  to  make  our  requefts  but  unto  our  King,  in  whom 

*  all  authority  is  juftly  placed  ?     And  if  thou  art  our 

*  King,  it  is  but  reafonable  for  me  to  defire,  that  thy 
^  Name  may  be  glorified,  that  all  the  fubjeds  of  thy 
'  Kingdom,  according  to  their  feveral  conditions,  may 

*  magnify  and  glorify  the  Name  of  their  King ;  that 
^  thy  Kingdom  may  come  with  evidence  and  demonftra- 

*  tion  of  itfelf ;  and  that  all  thy  creatures,  as  they  owe 

*  a  juft  fubjeftion  to  Thee,  fo  they  may  duly  perform 

*  it ;  that  thofe  that  have  rebelled  againft  Thee  may 

*  return,  and  be  brought  into  fubjeftion  to  Thee  ;  that 

*  though  other  Lords  have  had  an  ufurped  dominion 

*  over  us,  yet  that  thy  BLingdom  may  break  in  pieces 

*  all  ufurpations,  and  recover  thy  revolted  fubjefte  unto 

*  their  juft  allegiance.  That  thy  Will^  the  only  rightful 

*  law  and  rule  of  juftice,  may  be  done  in  all  places  of 

*  thy  dominion,  in  Earth  and  Heaven ;    and  that  all 

*  thy  creatures  may  fubmit  freely  to  this  thy  Will, 

*  which  is  the  only  rule  and  meafure  both  of  their  per- 

*  fedion  and  obedience :  the  wills  of  earthly  Kings  are 

*  fubjeft  to  error,  oppreffion,  and  injuftice,  and  there- 

*  fore  thy  Providence  hath  regulated  their  adminiftra- 

*  tions  by  laws  and  rules  ;  but  thy  Will  is  the  only  rule, 

*  exemplar,  and  foundation  of  Juftice ;  therefore  let 

*  thy  Will  be  done.     That  thou  wouldft  give  us  our 

*  'Daily  Bread.     When  the  feven  years  of  plenty  had 

*  filled  Pharaoh's  ftore-houfes,  and  were  after  enter- 

^  tained 


Meditations  upon  the  Lord's  Prcryer.        579 

*^tained  with  feven  years  of  fiaLmiae,  the  Egyptians 
aried  unto  their  King  for  bread  ^  And  whither  fhould 
we  go  for  bread  for  our  bodies,  but  to  our  King,  who 
is  Lord  of  all  the  (lore  of  the  world,  and  gives  meat 
to  all  his  creatures  in  their  feafons,  and  feeds  the 
young  ravens  when  they  cry  i     And.  whither  fhould 
we  go  for  bread  for\>ur  fouls,  but  to  Thee  our  King; 
who  hath  intrufted  this  bread  of  life  under  the  haiids 
al  our  Jo/eph^  our  Saviour  ?     That  thou  wouldft  yfcri. 
give  us  our  fins ;  for  our  fins  are  as  fo  many  treafans 
againft  thy  Majefty,  and   thou  alone  canft  remit; 
againft  whom  alone  we  can  oflFend.     The  pardoning 
of  fins,  as  it  is  thy  peculiar  prerogative,  (for  who 
can  forgive  fins,  fave  God  only  ?)  fo  it  is  thy  property; 
a  part  of  thy  name,  pardoning  iniquity^  iranfgreffiQn^ 
and  fin  ^.     That  thou  wouldft  deliver  us  from  temptai^ 
tien^  the  caufe  of  fin ;  and  from  evil,  the  fruit  of  fin ; 
from  the  incurfions  of  that  rebel  againfl:  thy  Majeftyi 
the  Prince  of  Darknefs ;  for  whither  (houid  the  ful)* 
jeds  fly  for  protection,  but  to  their  King  ?  and  though 
that   Prince  hath  a  kingdom  too,  yet  it  is  regnum 
Jub  graviore  regno  ^:  The  very  kingdom  of  Hell  is  fub-* 
jeft  to  thy  authority ;  and  therefore  as  thou  art  out 
King,  we  befeech  Thee  protedl  and  deliver  us*' 
jind  the  Power :    *  There  may  be  a  lawful;  and  2C 
jufl:  authority,  where  yet  there  wants  power  to  aft 
it :  but  as  thou  haft  a  juft  fo vereignty  and  authority 
over  all  thy  creatures,  fo  thou  haft  an  infinite  power 
to  do  whatfoever  thou  pleafeft :  nothing  is  too  hard 
for  Thee :  evil  men  and  evil   angels,  though  they 
refift  thy  authority,  cannot  avoid  thy  power.     My 
requefts  that  I  have  here  fent  up  unto  Thee^  they 
are  great  requefts,  but  yet  they  are  all  within  thy 
power  to  grant :  fin  hath  drawn  a.  cloud  and.  darkj 
nefs   over  our  underftandings,  that  we  cannot  fee 
Thee  ;   it  hath  infufed  a  malignity  into,  our  wills/ 
that  we  cannot  abide  Thee;  and  how  then  fliall 

*  Gen.  xli.  55.     ^  Exod.  xxxiv.  7.        'a kiagdom  subject t6 a stiif 
gfcater.  • 

•  we 
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we  fanftify  that  name  which  we  know  not ;  or  tf 
we  know,  yet  we  hate  it  ?  But  thou  haft  infinite 
power  to  fcatter  this  darknefs,  that  we  may  fee 
Thee;  and  to  conquer  this  perverfenefe,  that  we 
may  love  and  glorify  Thee.  The  Prince  of  Dark-* 
nefs  hath  fet  up  his  ufurped  power,  and  is  become 
the  Prince  of  the  World,  and  fets  up  ftrong  hold^ 
in  our  hearts,  and  mans  them  with  principalities, 
and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wickednefs,  but  thou  haft 
infinite  power,  even  by  a  poor  defpifed  Gofpel,  to 
pull  down  thefe  ftrong  holds,  to  fubdue  thofe 
principalities  and  powers,  to  Innd  the  ftrong  maif 
that  keeps  the  houfe,  and  to  fet  up  thy  Throne  and 
thy  Kingdom,  even  where  Satan* s  feat  is.  The 
ftate  of  our  nature  is  fo  changed,  that  we,  that 
were  once  fitted  for  an  obedience  to  thy  Will,  are 
now  become  enemies  to  it,  refifters  of  it,  dead  to 
the  obedience  of  it ;  but  thou  haft  infinite  power 
by  thy  very  word  of  command  to  quicken  us,  a§ 
well  as  to  create  us ;  to  change  our  natures,  to 
conform  our  will  to  the  obedience  of  thine,  that 
fo  thy  Will  may  be  done  in  Earth  as  it  is  in  Hea- 
ven. Sin  hath  put  a  curfe  into  the  creature,  that 
it  hath  loft  much  of  that  effeftual  power  to  fupport 
and  to  preferve  our  nature  that  once  it  had ;  and 
it  hath  put  a  diforder  into  the  whole  creation,  fa 
that  it  is  a  wonder  to  fee  that  fuch  a  world  of  men 
and  creatures,  amongft  whom  fm  hath  fown  fuch 
a  diforder  and  enmity,  fliould  be  one  able  to  live 
by  another;  yet  thou  haft  power  to  remove  that 
curfe,  to  provide  for  the  feveral  exigencies  of  all 
thy  creatures,  according  to  their  feveral  conveni- 
encies  ;  to  feed  us  in  times  and  places  of  necefBty  ; 
to  make  a  raven  our  purveyor,  a  cruife  of  oil  or  a 
barrel  of  meal  to  be  a  fupply  for  thr^e  years  famine* 
Our  daily  fins  committed  fo  often  againft  fo  great 
a  duty,  againft  fo  many  mercies,  fo  much  patience^ 
fo  much  love,  fo  much  bounty  received  from  one 
that  owes  us  nothing,  are  enough  to  fin  away  any 

*ftock 
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ftock  of  pardoning  mercy  and  patience  below  infini- 
tude;   but  thou  haft  an   unfearchable  bottomlefs 
fountain  of  power,  as  well  to  pardon  as  to  punifti. 
Our  temptations  unto  fm  meet  us  upon  every  oc- 
cafion,   from  without  us  and  from  within  us,  and 
we  have  no  wifdom  in  ourfelves  to  forefee  them ; 
no  ftrength,  nor  yet  any  will  to  oppofe  them  ;  but 
thou    haft  infinite  power  to   forefee,    to   prevent, 
to  divert   them,  and   to  deliver  from  them.     The 
leaft  of  evils,  armed  with  the  guilt  of  any  one  fin, 
will,  like  a  weight  of  lead,  prefs  us  into  an  impof- 
fibiUty  of  recovery  from  it ;  the  enemy  of  our  fouls 
is  converfant  within  us,  and  about  us,  and  ready 
upon  every  occafion  to  feduce  us  into  fin,  and  to  tor- 
ment and  diforder  us  for  it ;  and   his  power,'  and 
ftrength,  and  fubtility  is  beyond  our  power  to  re- 
fift  ;   and  indeed  he  finds  us  willing  captives ;  but 
as  thou  haft  authority,  fo  thou  haft  power  to  reftrain 
him,  to  difcover  him,  to  fortify  and  ftrengthen  us 
againft  him,  and  to  deliver  us  from  him ;  and  there- 
fore I  here  lay  hold  of  the  ftrength  of  omnipotency 
to  grant  thefe  my  petitions/     But  this  is  not  all. 
And  the  Glory.     '  Omnipotency,  though  it  be  one 
addition  of  ftrength  to   our  prayers,  yet  it  is  not 
enough.     The  leper  in  the  Gofpel  faid  truly  to  our 
Saviour,  If  thou  wilt  thou  canft  make  me  clean ; 
but  yet  he  doth  not  conclude,  thou  canft,  therefore 
thou  wilt ;  but  thy  glory  is  the  great  end  of  all  thy 
works ;  the  end  of  thy  great  work  of  creation  ^, 
the  end  of  thy  Son's  coming  into  the  world  to  redeem 
mankind  2 ;  the  end  of  thy  eternal  counfel  in  elefting' 
fome  to  life,  and  leaving  others  ^ ;  it  is  the   only 
tribute  that  all  thy  works  can  give  Thee   for  their 
being   and  prefervation,  and  that  which  thou  ac- 
counteft  moll  dear  and  peculiar  unto  thyfelf  *.     '  I 
am  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name,  and  my  glory  I  will 
not  give  to  another.     And  in  all  thefe  my  requefts  I 
have  fought  nothing  but  what  conduceth  to  thy  glory. 

'  Prov.  xvi.  4.    *  Luke  ii.  U.  '  Romans  ix.  22.  '*  Isaiab  xlii,  8.  48:  1 1. 
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In  granting  what  I  have  here  aiked^  the  benefit 
is  ours,  but  the  glory  is  thine.  In  it  thou  haft 
the  glory  of  thy  mercy,  the  glory  of  thy  power, 
the  glory  of  thy  bounty  and  goodnefs,  the  glory 
of  thy  truth  and  feithfulnefs  ;  thou  hafl  faid  of  old, 
that  thy  glory  fhall  be  revealed,  and  that  all  flefh 
fhall  fee  iti,  that  they  fhall  fandify  thy  name  2, 
that  thou  wilt  fet  up  a  kingdom  that  fhall  nev^r 
be  deftroyed,  and  fhdl  break  in  pieces  and  confume 
other  kingdoms,  and  fhall  fland  for  ever  3,  that  thy 
counfel  fliall  fland,  and  thou  wilt  do  all  thy  plea- 
fure  4 :  that  thou  wilt  give  us  a  new  heart,  aiid  a- 
new  fpirit,  and  wilt  caufe  us  to  walk  in  thy  ftatutes, 
and  to  keep  thy  judgments  and  do  them  5,  that 
verily  we  fliall  be  fed^,  that  though  the  young 
lions  do  lack  and  fuffer  hunger,  yet  they  that  feek 
thee  fhall  not  want  any  good  thing  7.  That  if  we 
return  unto  Thee,  thou  wilt  have  mercy,  and 
abundantly  pardon  ^  ;  that  thou  art  a  God  pardon- 
ing iniquity,  tranfgreffion,  and  fin  9 ;  that  thou 
wilt  not  fuffer  us  to  be  tempted  above  what  we  are 
able,  but  wilt  with  the  temptation  make  a  way  to 
efcape  1^ ;  that  if  we  call  upon  Thee  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  thou  wilt  deliver  us,  and  we  fhall  glorify 
Thee  ^^  :  and  yet  though  thou,  the  great  God  of 
power  and  truth,  haft  fpoken  all  this,  and  wilt  do 
it,  yet  that  thou  riiayefl  have  the  due  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  fubjeftion  and  dependance  upon  Thee, 
thou  wilt  be  enquired  of  for  this  to  doit  for  us  ^^ ;  and 
although  we  are  fo  finful,  that  we  cannot  fo  much 
as  deferve  thy  pity  in  our  greatefl  mifery,  yet  for 
thy  names  fake,  and  for  thy  glory  fake,  hear  us^^, 
for  thy  own  fake  '^  •  and  though  all  the  praifes  arid 
acknowledgments  of  thy  creatures  add  nothing  to 
thy  Glory  j  for  thine  is  an  efTential,  infinite,  abfo- 

*  Isaiah  xl.  5.        *  Isaiah  xxix.  23.     ^  Daniel  ii.  44.  Daniel  vii.  27- 
^Isaiah  xlvi.  10.        *  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,  27.  *  Psalm  xxxvii.  8. 

'  Psalm  xxxiv.  10.  ^  Isaiah  Iv.  7.  ^  Exodus  xxxiv.  7. 

*^  1  Cor.  X.  13.  "  Psalm  1.  15.  »« Ezek.  xxxvi.  S6,  S7- 

"  Psalm  cvi.  8.  "  Isaiah  xlviii.  1 1 . 
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*  lute,  independent  glory ;  yet  fince  thou  art  pleafed 

*  to  accept  of  this  our  poor  and  our  only  tribute,  and 

*  to  take  it  in  good  part  from  thy  creature,  we  will 

*  thankfully    acknowledge    thy    great  condefc^ntion 

*  to  us  in  accepting  of  our   prayers,  and   granting 

*  our  requefts,  giving  us  liberty  through  thy  Son  to 
'  be   interceffors  for  ourfelves,  for    others,  nay,  for 

*  thine  own  glory  and  kingdom,  and  the  manifelhition 

*  of  it.'    '  What  fhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 

*  his  benefits  towards  me  ?  I  will   take   the   cup  of 

*  falvation,  and   call   upon   the  name  of  the  Lord.* 

*  Give  me  grace  in  -all  my  wants  and  neceffities  to 
'  fly  to  Thee  by  prayer,  and  in  all  my  fupplies  and 

*  deliverances  to  return  unto  Thee  wdth  thankfgiving/ 

For  ever.     '  Thy  kingdom  is  an  cverlafling  King- 

*  dom,  and  thy  dominion  cndureth  throughout  all  ge- 

*  nerations  i.'  '  A  Kingdom  which  fliall  in  time  break 
'  and  fubdue  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  the 
'  kingdom  of  Darknefs,  Sin,  Death,  and  Satan.  And 
«  as  IS  thy  kingdom,  fucii  is  thy  Power,  infiinte  in 
'  extent,  infinitely  more  comprehenfive  than  the  vaflcft 

*  wants  or  defires  of  thy  creatures,  infinite  in  duradon, 
« inexliauftible  by  all  the  fucceffions  of  time,  and  or 
«  eternity  itfelf.     And  as  is  thy  kingdom  and  power, 

<  fuch  is  thy  glory,  an  eternal  and  endlefs  glory ;  be- 
«  fore  the  birth  of  time,  when  nothing  had  a  being  but 
«  thyfelf,  thou  hadft  infinite  felf-fufficiency,  and  an  in- 

<  comprehenfible  fulnefs  of  glory  2/  '  And  when  thou 
^  didfl  in  time  create. the  world,  it  did  not  contribuie 
«  unto  thy  fulnefs  of  glory,  but  thou  didfl  commuai- 
«  cate  and  imprint  fome  of  thy  glory  upon  it ;  and  all 

<  ^the  glory  that  thy  craitures  bring  unto  Thee,  is  no- 
'  thing  elie  but  the  rcflcclion  of  thine  owii  glory,  a 
«  recoil  of  that  beam  that  came  from  thy  Sun  \  yet 
«  though  the  glory  of  thy  effence  cannot  receive  any 

<  increafe  by  this  refleftion,  yet  thou  art  pleafed  ever- 
«  laftingly  to  perpetuate  this  thy  reflective  glory  by  the 
\  immortal  angels  and  fpiiits  of  jull  men  made  perfect  \ 

^  Psalm  cxlv.  13.  *  Jclm  xvii.  6. 
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*  tcr  whom  thou  vdlt,  unto  all  eternity,  communicate 

*  a  fulnefs  of  the  vilion  of  thyfelf,  according  to  the 

*  meafure  of  their  perfefted,  but  finite  natures ;  and 

*  from  that  communication  of  thy  glory  to  them,  they 
^  (hall  everlaftingly  return  glory  to  thy  name ;  faying, 
.*  '  Blefling,  honour,  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him 
^  that  fitteijth  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for 

*  ever  and  even     Amen  >*. ' 

'  Rev.  V.  13. 


THE 
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Our  Father. 

O  Eternal  and  glorious  Lord  God,  thou  art  our  Fa* 
ther  by  Creation^  for  thou  gaveft  at  firft  being  to  the 
common  parents  of  all  mankind :  thou  art  our  Father 
iy  Nature ;  we  owe  our  own  immediate  being  more 
to  Thee,  than  we  do  to  our  immediate  parents ;  for 
thou  art  the  Father  of  our  Spirits:  thou  art  our  Father  iy 
ourPrefervationj'we  could  not  fupport  ourfelves  in  being 
one  moment  of  time,  without  the  inceffant  influence  of 
thy  Providence  and  Goodnefs :  thou  art  our  Father  ly 
jidoftiofij  receiving  us  in  a  more  fpecial  manner  to  be 
thy  children  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift.     In  all  the 
courfe  and  paffages  of  our  lives,  thou  haft  manifefted 
vmto  us  the  love,  and  compaffion,  and  tendemefs,  and 
goodnefs,  and  aSeftion^  and  kindnefs  of  a  Father; 
forgiving  our  oflFences,  healing  our  backflidings,  pity- 
ing our  weakneflfes,  fupplying  our  wants,  delivering 
us  from  dangers,  accepting  our  weak  endeavours  to 
pleafe  and  ferve  Thee ;  providing  things  neceffary  for 
us,  and  an  immortal  inheritance  of  glory  and  happ- 
nefs.     Bleffed  be  thy  Name  that  art  pTeafed  even  from 
heaven  to  commiflionate  us  to  come  unto  Thee,  and  to 
call  upon  Thee  under  that  encouraging,  comfortable, 
and  near  relation  and  title  of  our  Father ;  which  carries 
in  it  the  moft  full  and  ample  affurance  of  audience  and 
acceptation :  for  with  whom  can  we  expe£t  acceptation 
or  acctjfs  i  From  whom  can  we  expeft  the  conceffion  of 

2  p  2  what 
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what  we  need,  if  not  from  our  Father  ?    To  whom 
ihould  we  refort  for  fupplies,  but  to  our  Father  ? 

Which  art  in  Heavm. 

It  IS  true  the  fathers  of  our  flefh  did  bear  to  us 
tendernels  and  affedion :  but,  alas !  they  are  mortal' 
fatb:^!?,  father:^  on  earth,  fathers  that  either  are  dead, 
or  muft  dia;  and,  befides,  though  their  affefkions  might 
be  lar^e  to  us,  tthey  were  ftraitened  in  power;  they 
were  earthly  faLhers ;  and  poffibly  their  affeftions  to 
us  were  larger  than  their  ability.  But  thou  art  Our 
Father,  an  abiding  Everlafting  'Father,  a  Father  in 
Heaven.  As  thy  love  is  abundantly  extended  to  us 
as  a  Father,  fo  thy  power  and  ability  to  anfwer  us  is 
as  large  as  thy  goodnefs.  Thou  art  an  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, an  AU-fufficient  Father ;  we  are  not  ftraitened  in 
thy  love  to  us,  becaufe  thou  art  our  Father :  neither 
are  we  ftraitened  in  thy  Power,  Wifdom,  Goodnefs; 
for  thou  art  infinite  in  all  thy  attributes.  And  yet,' 
thougb  thou  art  in  heaven,  as  thy  throne,  yet  earth 
is  thy  footftool  ^ :  though  tliou  dwelleft  in  the  heavens 
by  the  glorious  manifellation  of  thy  Majefty,  yet  the 
heavens,  nor  the  heaven  of  heavens,  cannot  contain 
Thee ;  thou  art  in  all  places  by  thy  power,  prefence, 
and  eifence^.  Our  prayers  have  no  long  journey  to 
Thee ;  for  thou  art  near  unto  us,  and  acquainted  with 
all  our  thoughts,  and  wants,  and  defires.  And  thou 
art  not  only  prefent  to  hear  our  prayers,  but  to  re- 
lieve, fupply,  I'upport  us  \  and  art  pleafed,  by  a  fpecial 
promife,  to  make  the  poor  cottage  of  an  humble,  fm-^ 
cere,  praying  foul  to  be  thy  Temple,  and  to  be  prefent 
there^  and  to  be  near  to  all  them  that  in  integrity  call 
upon  Ihee^. 

Hallowed  be  thy  Narae. 

And  fmce  thy  glory  and  honour  is  the  great  end  of 
all  thy  works,  we  defire  that  it  may  be  the  beginning 
and  end  of  all  our  prayers  and  fervices.    Let  thy  great 
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name  be  glorious,  and  glorified,  and  fandified  through 
all  the  world :  let  the  knowledge  of  Thee  fill  all  the 
earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea  ^ :  let  thai  be  done 
in  the  world,  that  may  mod  advance  thy  glory  :  let  ail 
thy  works  praife  Thee:  let  thy  wifdom,  pov/c^*,  jiif- 
tice,  goodnefs,  mercy,  and  truth,  be  evident  unto  all 
mankind,  that  they  may  obferve,  acknowledge,  and 
admire  it,  and  magnify  the  name  of  Thee  the  eternal 
God.  In  all  the  difpenfations  of  thy  providence,  en- 
able us  to  fee  Thee,  and  to  fanOify  thy  name  in  our 
hearts  with  thankfulnefs,  in  our"  lips  with  thankfgiv- 
ing,  in  our  lives  with  dutifulnefs  and  obedience.  En- 
able us  to  live  to  the  honour  of  that  great  name  of 
thine  by  which  we  are  called ;  and  that  as  we  profefe 
purfelves  to  be  thy  children,  fo  we  may  ftudy,  and 
fincerely  endeavour,  to  be  like  Thee  in  all  goodnefs 
and  righteoufnefs,  that  we  may  thereby  bring  glory  ta 
Thee  our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven ;  that  we  and  all 
mankind  may  have  high  and  honourable  thoughts. 
touching  Thee,  in  fome  meafure  fuitable  to  thy  glo«*y| 
Majefty,  goodnefs,  wifdom,  bounty,  and  purity  ;  axv| 
may,  in  all  our  words  and  aftions,  manifeft  thefe  inward 
thoughts  touching  Thee,  with  fuitable  and  becoming 
words  and  adions. 

Thy  Kingdom  ceme.^ 

Let  thy  kingdom  of  grace  come*  Let  all  the  wcMrld 
become  the  true  fubjefts  of  Thee  the  glorious  God*. 
And  let  the  Gofpel  of  thy  Kingdom,  the  everlafting 
Gofpel,  run  vidorioufly  oyer  the  face  of  the  whole 
world ;  that  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  become, 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  of  his  Chrift  -.  Let  thy  grace, 
and  thy  fear,  and  thy  love,  and  thy  law,  rule  in  all 
our  hearts,  and  in  the  hearts  of  all  mankind;  and 
fubdue  and  exterminate  the  Icingdom  of  Darknefs,  the 
kingdom  of  Satan,  the  kingdom  of  Antichrift  ;  bring 
all  men  to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  truth  :^ 
sind  let  th^.  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom  be  fet  up  and  up* 

*  Isaiah  xi.  9-  ^  Revel,  xi.  15, 
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held  as  long  as  the  Sun  endureth.  And  let  thy  king^ 
dom  cf  Glory  come  ^  Alfo  make  us  fit  veffels  of  it ; 
and  that  having  this  hope,  we  may  perfeQ:  holinefs  in 
tlly  fear,  waiting  for,  and  haftening  unto  the  coming  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  day  wherein  he  fnaU 
deliver  up  the  kingdom  unto  the  Father,  that  God 
may  be  all  in  all  ^. 

Thy  mil  be  done. 

And  fince  thy  will  is  a  moft  holy,  righteous,  gra- 
cious, juft,  and  wife  will,  let  it  be  evenhore  our  choice 
to  make  thy  will  to  be  ours,  and  to  relign  up  our  wills 
unto  Thee,  and  to  thy  will.  Let  the  ff^ll  of  thy  Ccun- 
/el  be  done :  and  although  we  know  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  men  or  devils  to  hinder  it,  yet  fo  we  do  tef- 
tify  our  duty  unto  Thee,  in  praying  that  nothing  may 
impede  or  retard  the  will  of  thy  counfels ;  for  thy 
counfels  are  full  of  goodnefs,  and  benignity,  and  pu- 
rity, and  righteoufnefe.  And  we  beg  Thee  to  give  us 
hearts  moft  entirely  to  wait  upon  Tnee  in  whatfoever 
thou  flialt  appoint  concerning  us :  that  if  thou  fhalt 
give  us  profpcrity  and  fuccefs  in  this  life,  we  may  re- 
ceive it  with  all  thankfulnefs  and  humility,  and  ufe  it 
with  fobriety,  moderation,  and  faithfulnefs ;  if  thou 
ihalt  fend  us  adverfity,  we  may  entertain  it  with  all 
fubmiflivenefs,  patience,  contentednefs ;  cheerfully  fub- 
mitting  to  the  difpenfation  of  our  heavenly  Father ; 
ever  acknowledging  thy  will  to  be  the  beft  will,  and 
that  whereunto  it  becomes  us  with  all  humility  to  fub- 
mit ;  and  in  the  midft  of  all  to  rejoice  that  our  por- 
tion, and  patrimony,  and  happinefs,  is  referved  for  us 
in  a  better  life.  And  as  we  defire  the  will  of  thy 
counlels  may  be  done  upon  u§,  fo  we  defire  tbe  fPlU 
of  thy  Commands  may  be  done  by  us,  and  by  all  man- 
kind ;  that  we  may  conform  our  hearts  and  lives  to 
the  rule  of  thy  bleffed  word ;  that  we  may  live  in  all 
piety  to  Thee  our  God,  in  all  righteoufnefs  towards 
men,  in  all  fobriety  towards  ourfelves ;  that  we  may 
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fellow  thofe  precq)ts  and  patterns  of  holinefs,  righte- 
oufnefs,  juftice,  temperance,  patience,  goodnefs,  cha- 
rity, and  all  other  moral  and  Chriftian  virtues,  that 
thou  haft  in  thy  word  conxmanded  or  propounded  fi>r 
our  praftice  and  imitation. 

In  Earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven. 

And  that  this  obedience  unto  Thee  and  thy  will 
may  be  performed  by  us  and  all  mankind  in  fome 
meafure  anfwerable  to  what  is  done  by  thy  glorious 
angels  in  heaven;  that  we  (may)  do  it  cheerfully, 
without  murmuring ;  fincerely,  without  diffimulatioli ; 
fpeedily,  without  delay  or  procraftination ;  and  con- 
ftantly  and  inceflantly,  without  deficiency  or  fainting ; 
and  that  we  may  not  at  all  fail  in  our  duty  herein,  be 
pleafed  daily  more  and  more  to  reveal  thy  heavenly 
will  unto  us,  that  fo  our  wills  on  earth  may  anfwer  thy 
will  in  heaven  :  and  keep  us  always  careful  and  cir- 
cumfpeft,  in  fincerity  and  integrity  of  heart,  to  keep 
clofe  unto  it ;  that  neither  the  corruptions  of  our  own 
hearts,  the  feducements  of  Satan,  the  deceits  of  this 
prefent  world,  may  at  any  time  withdraw  us  from  the 
obedience  of  thy  moft  perfeft  and  holy  will. 

Give  us  this  Day  our  daily  Bread. 

And  now,  moft  gracious  Father,  as  we  have  peti- 
tioned  Thee  for  things  that  more  immediately  concern 
thy  glory,  kingdom,  and  will,  we  beg  Thee  to  give  us 
fcave  to  petition  Thee  for  fome  things  that  more  im^ 
mediately  concern  eurjehes.  Blefled  Lord !  thou  haft 
given  us  our  being ;  and  yet  when  thou  haft  fo  given 
it  us,  we  cannot  fupport  ourfelves  in  that  being  one 
day,  nay  one  moment,  without  thy  further  influence 
and  bounty.  We  therefore  beg  of  Thee  oxxr  daily  Bread ; 
and,  in  that,  all  the  bleffings  and  convenient  aeceffa* 
ries  for  our  fupport.  We  beg  bread  for  this  Hfe: 
thou  that  feedelt  the  young  ravens  when  they  cry,  we,, 
that  are  thy  children,  beg  of  Thee  to  feed  us  with  food 
convenient  for  us :  thou  that  elotheft  the  lilies  of  the 
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field,  give  us  cloathiiig  for  our  covering  and  defence, 
and  all  thofe  ncccffaries  and  convenient  fupplies  for 
our  wants  and  conditions.  And  becaufe  it  is  thy 
bleffing  that  giveth  our  food  ability  to  nourifh  us,  our 
cloth ;  s  to  keep  us  warm,  and  all  other  outward  fupplies, 
their  ferviceablcnefs  and  ufefulnefs  for  our  conditions, 
we  beg  thy  bleffing  may  come  along  with  thy  benefits. 
And  becaufe  it  is  part,  as  well  of  our  duty,  as  of  that 
ilate  and  condition,  wherein  thou  haft  placed  us  in  this 
life,  that  in  the  fweat  of  our  brows  we  fhould  eat  our 
bread ;  enable  us,  wc  befeech  Thee,  for  the  duties  of 
our  fvjveral  callings  and  employments ;  and  blefs  our 
labours,  that  we  may  ferve  Thee  faithfully  therein, 
and  may  be  enabled  thereby  honeftly^  to  provide  for 
ourfelves  and  families.  And  as  we  beg  of  Thee  this 
meat  that  periflieth,  the  con/venient  fupplies  of  our  ex- 
ternal  conditions  in  this  life,  fo  we  befeech  Thee, 
give  us  that  bread  that  may  feed  us  unto  everlafting  life  \ 
an  intereft  in  the  righteoufnefs  and  merits  of  thy  Son 
Jefus  Chrift,  thy  Grace,  and  the  direftion,  guidance, 
and  fanftification  of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  whereby  we 
may  be  dircfted,  ftrengthened  and  comforted  in  a 
walking  according  to  thy  will  here,  and  may  ever- 
laltingly  enjoy  thy  prefence  and  glory  hereafter. 

And  forgive  us  our  Trefpajfes. 

Thou  art  the  great  Creator,  Lord  and  Governor 
of  all  the  world,  and  art  in  a  more  fpecial  relation 
the  Sovereign,  the  Father,  the  great  Benefador  of 
mankind ;  and  therefore  mayeft  moft  juflly  expeO: 
from  the  children  of  men  our  uttermoft  love,  and  fear 
and  reverence,  and  obedience  ;  and  thou  haft  by  the 
light  of  nature,  and  by  that  greater  light  of  thy  holy 
word,  revealed  unto  us  a  moft  holy  and  righteous  lawj^: 
to  which  we  owe  a  moft  entire  and  fincere  obedience  : 
And  yet  notwithftanding  all  thefe  obligations,  we 
poor-  finful  creatures  do  daily  and  hourly  violate  that 
holy  Idw  of  thine  both  in  thought,  word  and  deed : 
Yv'e  omit  much  of  what  thou  requireft  of  us  j  and,  we 
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commit  often  what  thou  forbiddeft  us :  We  are  defi* 
cient  in  the  remembranct-  of  fhee,  in  our  love  to  Thee, 
in  our  fear  of  Thee.  •  We  often  ornit  thofe  duties  that 
thou  requireft,  of  invocation,  thankfgiving,  depeor 
dance;  and  when  we  perform  them,  they  want  that 
due  mcaiure  of  love,  humility,  reverence,  intention  of 
mind,  that  thou  moft  juilly  doft  require  and  defenre; 
We  omit  thofe  dutios  of  charity,  juftice,  righteoufnefe^ 
that  we  owe  to  others  ;  that  fobriety,  temperance,  mcv 
deration,  vigilance,  that  relate  to  ourfelves ;  and  we 
daily  comitiit  offences  againHThee,  the  glorious  God; 
againil  our  neighbours  ;  againfi:  ourfelves  ;  contrary  to 
the  iniunftions  of  thy  holy  law  revealed  to  UJ^ :  and 
thefe  we  often  reiterate  againft  mercies,  chaftifements, 
promifes  of  better  obedience.  And  although  rnany 
of  our  neglects  and  offences  immediately  concern  our* 
felves  or  others,  yet  they  are  all  offences  againft  thy 
holy  and  righteous  Law ;  and  againft  that  fubjeflion, 
and  obedience,  and  duty,  and  thankfulnefs,  that  we 
owe  unto  Thee.  And  when  we  have  done  all  this,  we 
are  not  able  to  make  Thee  any  fatisfaftion  for  any  of 
the  leaft  of  our  oiFences  or  neglects,  but  only  to  con- 
fefs  our  guilt,  and  to  beg  thy  mcrcv,  pardon  and  for- 
givenefs.  We  therefore  come  unto  Thee,  who  art 
pur  Lord  and  Sovereign,  whofe  prerogative  it  is  to 
forgive  iniquity,  tranfgreffion  and  fin ;  to  lliee,  which 
art  our  Father,  who  art  full  of  pity  and  compaffioil 
to  thy  children,  though  diibbedicnt  and  backfliaing 
children  ;  to  Thee,  who  art  a  Father  of  mercies  as  well 
as  of  men  ;  and  hath  delight  in  forgiving  x}\j  difobe* 
dient  and  returning  and  repenting  children  :  And 
we  confefs  our  fins,  our  backiiid:n;^s,  our  failings. 
And  upon  the  account  of  thy  own  mercy  an  J  good- 
nefs,  upon  the  account  of  thy  Son*s  merits  and  fuf- 
ferings,  upon  the  account  of  thy  own  promiAvs  c:^n^ 
tained  in  that  word,  whereupon  thou  haft  cauiki  thy 
fervants  to  truil ;  pardon  the  fins  of  our  duties,  ai»d 
the  fins  of  our  lives  ;  the  fins  of  our  natures,  and  the 
fins  of  our  pradic^  ;  the  fins  of  our  thoughts,  words, 
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and  a6Hons ;  the  fins  of  omiflion,  and  the  fins  of 
commiffion ;  the  fins  of  infirmity,  failing,  and  daily 
ncurfion,  and  the  fins  of  wilfukiefs,  prefumption  and 
rebellion,  whereof  we  ftind  guilty  before  Thee.  Our 
roqueft,  we  confefs,  is  great.  The  debt  whereof  we 
defire  forgivenefs,  is  a  great  and  a  vail  debt :  but  we 
a&  it  of  the  great  and  glorious  Monarch  of  the  world ; 
we  a&  it  of  our  gracious  and  merciful  Father  ;  and 
from  that  glorious  God,  who  rejoiceth  more  in  mut* 
tiplying  pardons  upon  repenting  finners,  than  the 
^ikiren  of  men  can  deUght  in  offencfing. 

As  we  forgive  them  that  Trejfqfs  againft  us. 

And  befides  alt  this,  we  have  been  taught  by  him, 
that  knew  thy  will  to  the  full,  that  if  we  from  oiar 
hearts  forgive  thofe  that  trefpafs  againft  us,  thou  that 
art  our  heavenly  Father,  wilt  forgive  us  our  trefpafles 
againft  Thee.  Upon  this  promife  of  thine  we  lay  hold. 
In  obedience  to  thy  commands  we  forgive  our  bre- 
thren their  offences  againft  us,  and  beg  Thee  therefore 
tio  make  good  that  thy  promife.  Forgive  us  our  Offences. 
it  is  true,  our  forgiving  of  others  cannot  merit  thy 
pardon  of  us.  When  we  forgive,  we  do  but  our  duty, 
becaufe  thou  commandeft  it.  And  befides,  the  trdT- 
pafs  that  we  remit  is  but  to  our  brother,  and  is  but  a 
fmall  inconfiderable  trefpafs,  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
trefpaffes  whereof  we  beg  the  forgivenefs  of  Thee  r 
his  trefpafs  not  an  hundred  pence,  ours  more  than 
ten  thoufand  talents:  Yet,  bleffed  Lord,  give  us 
leave  to  lay  hold  upon  thy  promife  which  thou  haft 
freely  made,  and  to  ftrengdien  our  hearts  in  this, 
that  that  God  that  hath  commanded  us  to  forgive  our 
repenting  brother,  will  not  deny  a  pardon  to  his  re- 
penting children ;  and  that  God  that  hath  been 
pleafed  to  promife  forgivenefs  to  us  upon  our  forgive* 
nefs  of  others,  is  a  God  of  truth  and  faithfulnefs,  as 
well  as  a  Father  of  mercies :  and  though  our  forgive* 
nefe  of  our  brother  cannot  in  any  proportion  deierve 
our  God's  forgivenels  of  us,  yet  when  the  God  of 
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truth  hath  freely  engaged  himfelf  by  his  word  to  for- 
give us  if  we  forgive,  he  will  never  break  it ;  and  he 
that  hath  raifed  in  our  hearts  by  his  grace  this  mercifid 
>iemper  and  difpofition  towards  others,  hath  thereby 
given  us  a  pledge  of  his  mercy  and  goodnefs  unto  u» 
in  pardoning  all  our  offences. 

And  lead  us  not  into  Temptation. 

And  becaufe  we  are  weak  and  frail  creatures,  fubjefifc^ 
to  be  overcome  with  every  Temptation,  to  depart  from 
our  duty  to  Thee ;  and  we  hourly  converle  with  all 
varieties  of  Temptations :  Temptations  from  the  world  j 
Temptations  from  Satan,  the  Prince  of  this  world ;  and 
which  is  the  worit  of  all.  Temptations  from  our  own 
finful  hearts,  corrupt  natures,  unruly  affections,  and 
without  thy  continual  grace,  preventing  or  aiEfting  us, 
the  lead  of  all  thefe  our  enemies  and  Temptations  are 
able  to  over«match  us  :  and  becaufe  we  are  obnoxious 
to  Temptations  in  all  our  actions,  in  all  our  conditionsp 
in  all  our  wants,  and  in  all  our  enjoyments ;  in  our 
lawful  aftions  we  are  fubjefl:  to  the  temptation  of  im» 
moderation  and  excefs ;  in  our  religious  aCUons,  to 
formality  and  vain-glory ;  in  our  profperity,  to  pride 
and  forgetfulnefs  of  Thee ;  in  adverfity,  to  murmur- 
iag  and  difcontent,  and  accufing  of  thy  Providence ; 
imder  injuries,  to  vindiaivcnefs,  and  immoderate 
anger ;  under  comforts  and  enjoyments,  to  fecurity  and 
abatement  of  our  love  to  Thee,  and  fetting  up  our 
hopes  and  our  reft  upon  the  prefent  world ;  in  our 
knowledge  to  vain  and  impertinent  curiofity,  pride  and 
felf-conceit ;  in  cafes  of  wants,  to  unlawful  means  for 
our  fupplies  ;  in  cafe  of  abundance,  to  luxury,  intem- 
perance and  contempt  of  others ;  in  licknefs,  to  impa« 
tience ;  in  health,  to  prefumption  and  forgetfulnefs  of 
our  latter  ends  ;  in  our  callings,  either  to  negligeiKe, 
unfaithfulnefs  and  idlenefs  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  over- 
much folicitoufnefs  and  vexation  on  the  other  hand. 
If  we  are  in  company,  we  are  in  danger  to  be  mit 
guided  by  evil  perfualions  or  examples  from  others  i 
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can  receive  no  increafe  from  thy  creatures,  yet  give 
us  leave  wkh  humility  to  prefs  Thee  ever  with  this  ar* 
gument  alfo*  Thou  haft  been  pleafed  to  declare  unto 
lis,  that  thy  glory  is  the  great  end  of  all  thy  works ;  and 
art  pleafed  to  fet  the  greateft  value  that  may  be  upon 
thy  own  glory ;  and  art  pleafed  to  command  thy  crea- 
tures to  glorify  Thee  ;  and  doft  accept  that  fmall  tri- 
bute of  Praife  and  Thankfgiving,  and  glorifying  of  thy 
Kame,  from  thy  creatures  in  good  part.  Thou  haft 
the  glory  of  our  dependance  upon  Thee,  which  we 
teftify  by  invoking  thy  great  Name ;  thou  wilt  have  the 
glory  of  thy  goodiiefs,  thy  power,  thy  bounty,  in  grant- 
ing thefe  our  petitions  and  requefts  ;  and  the  glory  o^ 
©ur  Praifes  and  Thankfgivings  for  thy  bounty  and 
goodnefs  in  accepting  and  anfwering  them ;  which 
though  it  cannot  beiiefit  Thee,  yet  it  is  all  thy  poor 
creatures  can  return  unto  Thee,  and  thou  haft  de- 
clared thyfelf  well  pleafed  with  it.  He  that  ofiereth 
praife,  glorifieth  Thee^ 

Bleffed  Lord,  therefore  be  it  according  to  thefe  our 
petitions  and  defires :  and  fo  much  the  rather,  becaufe 
thefe  our  requefts  are  not  the  produdl  of  our  own  ima- 
ginations and  weak  judgments ;  but  that  Son  of  thine^ 
who  beft  knew  thy  will,  and  what  thou  wouldft  grant, 
hath  taught  us  thus  to  pray ;  PFhen  y^pray^fd^fy  Our 

Fafkr^  ^c. 

» Psalm  1.52. 
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POEMS  UPON  CHRISTMAS- DAY^ 


I. 

CHmXSf  MAS-DAT,   1631. 


Almighty  God,  when  he  had  raised  the  frame 

Of  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  furniflied  the  fame 

With  works  of  equal  wonder,  framed  then 

A  piece  of  greater  excellence,  called  Man  \ 

Gave  him  a  comprehenfive  foul,  that  foared 

Above  the  creatures,  and  beheld  his  Lord  % 

Infcribed  him  with  his  image,  and  did  fill 

The  compafs  of  his  intelleft  and  will 

With  truth  and  good  ;  gave  him  the  cuflody 

Of  his  own  blifs  and  immortality. 

And  juftly  now  his  fovereign  might  demand 

Subjedion  and  obedience  at  his  hand ; 

Were  only  being  given,  'twere  but  right 

His  debt  of  duty  (hould  be  infinite  : 

But  here  was  moi-e,  a  fuper- added  drefs 

Of  Life,  PerfeAion,  and  Happinefs  ; 

Yet  this  great  king,  for  an  experiment 

Of  marCs  deferved  allegiance y  is  content 

To  ufe  an  eafy  precept,  fuch  as  flood 

Both  with  his  creature's  Duty  and  his  Good  5 

Forbids  one  fruit  on  pain  of  death,  and  gives 

Freely  the  reft,  which  he  might  eat  and  live. 

But  Man  rebels,  and  for  one  tafte  doth  choofe 

Jiis  Life^  bis  God^  his  Innocence  to  lofe. 
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And  now  death-ftricken,  like  a  wounded  deer, 

StriSly  purfued  by  guilt,  and  (hame,  and  fear. 

He  feeks  to  lofe  hinifelf ;  from  God  he  flies. 

And  takes  a  wildernefs  of  miferies; 

A  land  of  new  tranfgreffions,  where  his  curfe 

Is  clofer  bound,  his  nature  growing  worfe. 

And  whiles  in  this  condition  mankind  lay, 

A  man  fliould  think  his  injured  God  fliould  fay — 

There  lies  accurfed  man,  and  let  him  lie 

Entang-led  in  that  web  of  mifery 

Which  his  own  fin  has  fpun  !  I  muft  be  true 

And  juft,  unthankful  Man,  thou  haft  thy  due. 

But  'twas  not  fo.     Though  Man  the  maftery 

With  his  Creator's  power  and  will  dares  try. 

And  being  over-matched  with  power,  difd^ins 

To  feek  a  pardon  from  his  Sovereign ; 

The  Great  and  Glorious  God,  the  Mighty  King 

Of  Heaven  and  Elarth,  defpifed  by  fuch  a  thing 

As  man,  a  worm  of  his  own  making,  breaks 

The  rules  of  grcatnefs,  and  his  creature  feeks. 

His  froward  creature ;  not  in  fuch  a  way 

As  once  he  did  in  the  cool  of  that  day- 

Wherein  man  finned,  and  hid ;  fuch  Majefty 

Had  been  too  great  for  Man's  ncceflity : 

But  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  Word 

By  which  all  things  were  made,  the  Mighty  Lord, 

yljjumes  our  flejb^  and  under  that  he  lays. 

And  hides  his  Grcatnefs,  and  thofe  glorious  rays 

Of  Majefly,  which  had  been  over  bright. 

And  too  refplendent  for  poor  mortals  fight; 

And  under,  this  difguifc,  the  King  of  Kings 

The  Melfage  of  his  Father's  Mercy  brings  \ 

Solicits  man's  return  ;  and  pays  the  price 

Of  his  tranfii;refl]ons  bv  the  facrifice 
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Of  his  ovm  iad ;  and  nadertabes  to  cure 
Thekr  txx^  (heir  peace  aod  paidon  to  procare; 
.  To  conquer  DeMh  for  him,  and  more  than  this. 
To  feltk  him  in  -e^'edafling  blifs. 
And  now,  O  Man,  coald  this  excefs  of  iov« 
Thy  thankfulntfe  to  fuch  a  height  improve. 
That  it  could  fire  thy  ibul  into  one  flame 
Of  ]ov^,  to  only  him  tfiat  boi^ht  the  fame 
At  &ch  a  ra/te,  yet  (U)i  it  were  too  fmall 
To  recotnpence  thy  Sayiour's  love  withaL 
Onoe  Jid  he  giire  thee  being  from  the  dirft. 
And  for  that  only  being,  'twere  but  jnft 
To  pay  thy  utmoft  felf :  but  when  once  more 
Thy  being  and  thy  bliis  be  did  reftore 
By  fuch  a  means  as  this,  it  doth  bereave 
Thy  foul  of  hopes  of  reoompence,  and  leaves 
Thy  ibul  infolvent.     Twice  to  him  thia  day 
Thou  oweft  thyfelf,  yet  but  one  felf  can  pay. 

i 
11. 
WITHOUT    DATE. 

The  prince  qfdarin^s,  fluiht  with  viftory 
In  our  firft  parents  firft  apoftacy, 
Ufurpt  a  lawlefs  fovereignty  on  man, 
iievotted  thus  from  his  firft  Sovereign : 
And  though  by  that  apoftacy  he  found. 
Under  the  chains  of -death,  his  vaffal  bound^ 
Yet  to  fecwre  his  empire,  he  overfpread 
The  world  with  ^arknefe,  and  thereby  did  lead 
His  captives  as  be  pleafed  :  Thus  be  bears 
His  ruk  ufurped  »ear  four  thoufand  years ; 
Except  fome  linan  confined  plantation^ 
Within  a  family  or  nation. 
B  ut  BOW  to  put  a  period  \o  this  reign 
Of  this  ufurper,  and  reduce  agaia 
VOL.  f,  S  a  Man 


^ 


fS4  Poems  upon  Cbriftmas^BUd/, 

Man  to  his  juft  fubjeftion,  ^tis  diecreed 
That  man  from  this  fubjefikion  (hall  h^  freed} 
And  this  not  by  (he  abfolute  command 
Of  an  immediate  Power,  nor  (hall  the  bands 
Of  Angels^  glorious  hofts^  engaged  be 
To  refcue  man  from  this  captivity : 
Bui  God  an  unfufpeSed  means  intends. 
And  yet  moft  fuitable  unto  this  end. 
Sin  ftained  our  nature,  and  the  ferpent's  wile 
Did  man  of  Innocence  and  Life  beguile ; 
By  Man  his  head  is  cruftied  ;  the  lawful  Lord 
Unto  his  creature  man  to  his  life  reftored  s 
A  VtrgMs  Son  is  born :  this  rifing  fun 
The  world's  enthralling  darknefs  overruns : 
A  Child  to  us  is  born,  whofe  innocence 
Our  nature's  fpot  and  ilain  doth  purge  and  ckailfe  ; 
His  wounds,  our  cure  ;  his  bonds,  our  liberty; 
His  Death  becomes  our  Life,  our  Viflory. 
And  this  is  he  whofe  birth  we  celebrate, 
And  from  this  day  our  happinefs  do  date. 

III. 

CHRISTMAS-DAY,    1656. 

Reader,  behold  and  wonder.    There  was  one 
Obliged  to  his  prince,  and  hrm  alone 
In  all  the  bonds  which  duty,  gratitude. 
Or  love  could  faflen ;  fuch  as  might  exclude 
All  thoughts  of  a  defe£lion ;  yet  this  man 
Breaks  all ;  rebels  againft  his  Sovereign ;    . 
He  flies ;  is  apprehended ;  fentenced ;  caft  | 
And  die  he  mud ;  the  final  fentence  pad 
Knows  no  reverfal.    Lo  in  that  very  Now, 
Wherein  ib<^  oflender  waits  his  fatal  blow  } 
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^be  injured  Lord  dotb  fubjlituie  bis  oivrip 

His  only  Son,  into  the  prifoner's  room. 

Who  takes  the  blow  due  to  the  traitor,  dics^ 

The  traitor's  punifliment  to  fatisfy. 

The  cafe  is  mine  and  thine :  by  all  the  bands 

Of  nature,  love  and  covenant,  we  ftand 

Engaged  to  Almighty  God ;  we  fell 

From  that  allegiance  when  we  did  rebel 

AgainA  his  law  in  Adam :  by  that  law 

We  were  condemned  to  die ;  no  help  we  faw^ 

Or  hope  of  refcue :  then  did  his  Majefty 

Unveil  that  admirable  Myftery 

Of  out  Redemption :  the  Eternal  Son 

Of  the  Eternal  God,  defcends ;  becomes 

Man  for  our  fake,  and  in  our  (lead  doth  (land> 

And  intercepteth  from  his  Father's  hand. 

That  ftroke  that  was  our  due,  becomes  the  pric« 

Of  our  Redemption  and  our  Sacrifice^ 

IV. 

CHUISTMAS-DAT,    1652. 

When  I  begin  fadly  to  think  upon 
Our  Blefled  Saviour's  incarnation^ 
How  he,  that  was  before  the  world  began> 
In  time  aflfumed  our  flefh,  became  a  Man ; 
And  in  one  perfon,  one  Immanuel, 
God  in  his  creature  did  together  dwell ; 
That  ftrange  defcent,  when  he  was  pleafed  to  islkt 
His  creature's  nature  for  his  creature's  fake. 
And  tread  thofe  fteps  of  birth  and  infancy 
Which  mortals  walk,  and  after  all  to  die. 
And  fuch  a  death  !  the  wonder  doth  amaze 
My  thoughts,  whiles  on  this  Myftery  they  gaze, 

Blefled  Creator !  what  had  it  been  to  Thes 
If  man  had  never  been,  or  if  that  he, 

as  Onc« 
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Once  fallen  and  Ioft>  had  lain  eternally 

Under  his  juft  deferved  mifery  ? 

But  if  thou  wilt  thy  creature  hare  reftored, 

CaVi  no  lefs  rate  fuffice  ?  Muft  the  great  Lord 

Of  Heaven  and  Earth,  to  compafs  fuch  an  end. 

So  iindeferved  beneath  himfelf  dcfccnd  ? 

And  if  he  muft,  yet  why  fo  low  ?  the  Son      ^ 

Of  the  immortal  God,  Man  to  become ! 

Had  it  not  been  defcent  enough  for  him 

To  take  the  nature  of  a  Seraphim  ? 

Or  if  no  other  frame  or  nature  can 

Serve  our  Redeemer's  work,  but  that  of  Man^ 

Yet  wherefore  muft  our  Blefled  Lord  be  led 

Through  all  thofe  weary  fteps  which  mortals  treadj 

Of  infancy  and  youth,  and  age,  the  path 

That  nature  fince  the  Fall  obtained  hath  ? 

Or  rather  had  gone  by  thofe  fteps  of  nature. 

And  had  aflumed  that  ripenefs  and  that  ftature 

That  jidam  had  at  firft^  and  fo  paft  by. 

And  mifs'd  thefe  natural  infirmities  ? 

Or  if  that  might  not  be,  yet  why  begins 

Our  Lord  his  infant-days  thus  in  an  inn, 

A  ftable,  and  a  manger  ?  Toft  from  tbencb 

To  Egypt  for  his  fafeguard  and  defenee  ? 

His  education  mean  5  and  as  his  years 

Increafe,  fo  do  his  forrows^  and  bis  tesms^ 

Until  it  was  full  tide,  that  bitter  day. 

Wherein  the  fervant  did  his  Lord  betray  ? 

Why  was  he  not,  as  foon  as  bom>  proclaimed 

Earth's  Mighty  Monarch  ?  and  then  entertained- 

Wilh  all  the  outward  glory  and  renown 

That  could  attend  on  an  imperial  crown  ? 

Why  did  not  all  the  Elmperors  and  Kings, 

Their  fcepters  and  their  tribute  hither  bring 

'To 
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To  make  him  great  ?  Silence  thy  queft,  and  know, 

The  greateft  worldly  glory  was  below 

'I  h'-  rjl^jry  of  the  Kingdom  he  defigned, 

A  ICiLiidoni  feated  in  the  Soul  and  Mind : 

A  Kenveuly  and  Eternal  Kingdom,  fuch 

A.-  no»h  oxcell  all  earthly  pomp  as  much 

A^.  li^ht  excelleth  darkneffi.     Nor  is  this 

All  that  in  this  defcent  inclofed  is  : 

Our  Saviour's  free  and  great  abafi^mfent  proves 

And  magnifies  that  great  cxcefe  of  love 

He  bare  to  man,  when  for  his  only  fake^ 

So  poor,  fo  low  an  equipage  he  takes ; 

Obliging  man  by  fweet,  yet  powerful  chains 

Of  Love  and  Gratitude,  to  him  again. 

V. 

CHUISTfllAS-DAr,    1667- 

The  Word  was  God,  and  yet  made  fleffi,  a  ilrange 
Myfterious  change,  and  yet  without  a  change : 
Two  natures,  God  and  Man,  moft  ftriftly  joined . 
Into  one  perfon>  yet  diAinf):  remained  ^ 
But  why  this  great  conjunction  ?  or  what  end 
Could  countervail  it  ?  what  did  it  portend 
Of  equal  nooment  ?  or  what  great  event 
Required  fuch  means  for  its  accompliihment  ? 
Was  it  to  fave  poor  fallen  Man  ?  Alas  ! 
A  worm,  a  finful  worm ;  one  that  ftill  was 
A  rebel  to  his  Maker.     How  could  he 
For  lore  or  pity  hope  ?  much  lefs  to  be 
,   Redeemed  at  fuch  a  rate  ?  But,  if  he  fhould 
Hope  for  a  pardon,  yet  his  Sovereign  could. 
On  eafier  terms,  life  and  a  pardon  give ; 
His  only  word  could  bid  and  make  him  live  ^ 

;  John  i.  14.         *  fizek.  xvi.  6. 

2  a  3  Peace 
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Peace  bufy  thoughts,  this  depth  is  too  profound 

For  you  to  fathom  !  Angels  cannot  found 

This  ocean;  but  yet,  if  needs  you  will 

Be  roving  after  it,  and  fearching  ftill. 

Let  this  compofe  you :  Got^s  dejign  herein. 

Next  to  bis  own  dear  Glory,  was  to  bring 

Man  to  enjoy  his  Maker,  the  chief  good. 

Wherein  alone  his  bleft  condition  flood. 

Which  once  he  had,  and  loft ;  and  fince  no  way 

We  have  our  God  again  to  re-enjoy, 

But  him  to  know  and  love ;  each  circumftancc 

In  this  defign  are  fitted  to  advance 

Thofe  two  important  Means ;  and  yet  becaufc 

The  Wife  Creator  feWom  breaks  th€)fe  Laws 

Himfelf  hath  fet,  he  choofeth  to  improve 

And  to  advance  that  Kimwledge  and  that  Lov^ 

In  this  great  work,  by  means,  of  tich  ^  rate 

As  might  be  powerful,  yet  accommodate 

And  proper  to  our  Nature ;  fuch  as  take 

And  fuit  beft  with  his  creatures*  frame  and  make^i 

Should  God  in  his  bright  Majefty  appear 

To  teach  us  him  to  InoiVy  we  could  not  bear 

The  brightnefs  of  his  Glory;  that  pure  ligh 

Would  difBpate  our  nature,  or  affright, 

Inftead  of  teaching  us  :  Again,  (houU  we 

Learn  only  from  a  mortal  Man,  *twould  be 

Too  weak  and  impotent.     God  therefore  choiW  ' 

A  middle  way,  namely,  to  interpofe 

A  veil  of  flefh  before  that  Majefty, 

Which  if  a  mortal  fhould  but  fee,  he'd  die  ^ 

This  veil  the  Glorious  Son  of  God  doth  take 

And  under  it  with  Men  converfe  he  makes. 

Shews  them  his  Father's  Will.     And  none  fe  $ 

To  teach  us  what  to  know  of  God,  for  it 

*  Xxodus  xxxiiiit  20. 
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Lay  beft  within  his  knowledge.     This  he  fpeaks 

Not  in  the  voice  of  thunder,  neither  breaks 

Jnto  feraphic  raptures,  but  complies 

With  human  methods;  clothes  great  myfterics 

In  plain  difcourfes ;  ufeth  arguments 

That  are  mod  forcible  to  gain  aflent 

From  human  reafon ;  gently  ftoops  to  fenft 

In  miracles,  the  greateft  evidence 

Of  Truth  our  nature  knows,  and  in  this  ftill 

And  gentle  voice  ',  his  hearers  fouls  he  fills 

With  profitable  truths  3  yet  to  evince 

That  God  was  in  that  voice,  and  evidence 

His  Miffion  *  and  his  Doftrine  both  Divine, 

He  lets  fo  much  of 's  native  glory  (bine, 

RefraAed  through  this  cloud  of  flefli,  fuch  light 

As  fweetly  might  convince,  but  not  affright. 

And  fince  our  Maker  knows  nothing  incites 

Our  Love  with  greater  fervour,  nor  invites 

Our  human  nature  more,  than  when  we  fee 

Surpaffing  undefcrved  love  to  be 

Firft  fliown  to  us,  he  choofeth  to  exprefs 

His  love  fo  highly  to  us,  and  to  drefs 

The  whole  ceconomy  of  Man's  Redemption 

With  fo  much  tendernefs,  fuch  condefccnfion. 

Such  matchjefs  infls^ces  that  did  excel 

Example,  never  had  a  parallel. 

Poor  wretched  Man  !  Thou  was  a  loft,  undone, 

Diftreffed,  worthlefs,  fallen  creature,  one 

That  hadft  rebelled  againft  thy  God,  and  though 

Under  the  chains  of  death  thou  didft  not  know 

Nor  feel  thy  bondage,  that  didft  rather  fcorn     . 

Then  feek  a  pardon  ;  yet,  in  this  forlorn 

Eftate  of  thine,  thy  injured  Maker  fends 

His  Son  to  feek  and  fave  thee  :  He  defcenda 

.'  Isaiah  iv.  ^.  *  I  Kings  xix.  13^ 

3«14  To 
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To  fave  his  rebel ;  though  he  (fid  not  nccdf. 

He  fecks  thy  love^  becomes  a  Man  to  bfeed 

And  die  for  thee,  an  enemy  that  never 

So  much  as  alked  help,  and  to  deliver 

Thy  foul  from  endlefs  death,  and  with  his  dwit  '' 

Abafement  to  procure  for  thee  a  crown. 

And  tell  me  now,  if  ever  any  thing 

Could  be  contrived  by  lefs  than  Heaven  to  bring 

Man  to  return  and  love  his  God,  that  fits 

So  well  our  frame,  or  that  fo  kindly  hits 

Our  beft  aflFe^lions  firings.     Sure  none  but  he. 

Who  knew,  becaufe  he  made  our  hearts,  coulcf  fee 

What  might  endear  it  moft,  exaftly  knew 

All  the  approaches,  evely  avenue 

Thafc  gives  accefs  to  it,  could  only  ixoxat 

A  means  fo  fuitable  to  win  the  fame. 

Methiriks  in  this  defign  I  cannot  tell 

Whether  the  Wifdom  or  the  Love  excell ; 

Both  wx>nderful,  and  both  may  jufily  move 

And  raife  our  admiration  and  our  love. 

And  he  that  thmks  but  of  it,  and  yet  can 

Deny  his  dear-bought  Love,  hath  pot  off  Man« 

VL 
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Thb  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  when  he  arofe 
In  our  horizon  here,  did  not  difclofe 
Himfelf  with  fplendor :  There's  no  court  preparedj^ 
Kor  llatcly  edifice,  or  ftrnfture  reared 
For  his  reception :  This  great  Potentate, 
And  Prince  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  alTumes  no  flate 
When  he  aflumes  our  noLture,  but  conceah 
His  oriental  luftre  under  veils 
And  clouds  of  lowlinefs :  Firft  he  takes, 
J^ot  the  Angelic  nature,  but  he  makes 

Our 


Our  fle(h  his  mantle^  where  he  doth  infold 
That  light  which  Serapbims  cannot  behold 
Without  amazement ;  and  this  he  aflumes 
Not  from  fome  Princefs  decked  with  plumes 
Of  honour  and  of  wealth  ;  but  from  a  low 
And  poor,  though  noble  Virgin.    And  if  now 
We  think  his  birth  in  fome  great  Court  to  find. 
We  are  deceived,  poor  Bethlehem  is  defigned 
For  bis  firft  breath ;  and  in  that  town  an  inn^ 
And  in  that  inn  a  fiable;  there  begins 
This  bleft  Epiphany ;  the  world  affords 
No  better  room  to  entertain  her  Lord, 

And  now,  if  only  on  the  Hi/loiy 
We  gaze,  we  look  too  fliort,  the  Mjjlerj 
Is  fruitful :  Chrift  b^an  to  teach 
And  be  at  once,  and  ere  he  fpake  to  preach. 
It  doth  command  thy  Faith,  when  thou  doA  feci 
EfFeflis  of  greateft  weight  produced  to  be 
From  things  without  all  human  grandeur,  then 
Thou  mull  fubfcribe,  the  power  is  not  of  men 
But  Grod.     Great  confequents  do  then  fpeak  beft 
Almighty  God,  when  Man  they  do  fpeak  leaft. 
Again,  it  gives  thee  a  true  eftimate 
Of  worldly  pompy  bids  thee  not  over-rate 
That  pageantry :  the  Lord,  who  can  beft  try 
And  value  what  is  beft,  did  pafs  it  by. 
Again,  thy  Saviour's  infant-pattern  tells 
What  his  difciple's  duty  is,  how  well 
Humility  becometh  thee,  when  he. 
The  Prince  of  Life  and  Glory,  chofe  to  be 
Thus  humble ;  when  he  put  on  flefli,  it  chides 
And  checks,  and  fhames  poor  foolifli  mortal's  pride. 
Laflly,  this  miracle  of  love  ftiould  fire 
Thy  heart  with  love  again,  and  with  defire 

Of 
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Of  fuitable  returns  ;  and  yet  if  flill 
It  doth  exceed  thy  power,  as  fure  it  will. 
Yet  fuch  a  heart  becomes  a  facrifice 
Accepted,  and  thy  other  wants  fupplies. 

VII. 

CHUISTMAS-DAr,    1663^ 

When  the  great  lamp  of  Heaven,  the  glorious  Sun, 
Had  touched  his  fouthern  period,  and  begun 
To  leave  the  Winter  tropic,  and  to  climb 
The  Zodiac's  afcending  Signs,  that  time 
The  brighter  Sun  of  Right eoufnefs  did  choofe 
His  beams  of  light  and  glory  to  difclofe 
To  our  dark  lower  world ;  and  by  thofe  rays 
To  chafe  the  darknefs,  and  to  make  it  day. 
And  left  the  glorious  and  refplendent  light  ^ 

Of  his  Eternal  Beam,  might  be  too  bright 
For  mortals  eyes  to  gaze  upon  ;  he  (hrouds 
And  clothes  his  fiery  pHIar  with  the  cloud 
Of  hun^an  fleCh;,  that  in  that  drefs  he  may 
Converfe  with  men,  acquaint  them  with  the'way 
To  Life  and  Glory,  (hew  his  Father^s  mind 
Concerning  them,  how  bountiful  and  khnd 
His  thoughts  were  to  them  ;  what  they  might  expeft 
From  him,  in  the  obfervance  or  negleft 
Of  what  he  did  require;  and  then  he  fealed 
With  his  dear  blood,  the  truth  he  had  r«;vealed, 

VIIT. 

CHAISTMA$-DAT^    1657« 

When  the  Almighty  doth  his  firft-bom  bring 
Into  th^  worldj  behold  how  every  thing- 

Dotk 
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Doth  drive  to  bear  him  witnefs  %  and  proclaim 

That  this  was  he  on  whofe  moft  healing  name 

Man's  reftltution  lay;  the  woman's  feed 

Promifed  in  Eden.     Thus  it  was  decreed 

To  print  an  eminence  upon  that  day 

Within  whofe  womb  fo  great  concernment  lay. 

And  firft,  thofe  prophecies  that  feemed  to  lie 

In  a  long  fleep,  the  Day-fpring  from  on  high  3 

Summons  them  up ;  to  Bethlehem  they  are  fent. 

And  there  they  read  their  own  accomplifliment. 

Here  Abraham  finds  bis  promifed  fecd^,  in  whoxa 

The  nation's  blifs  was  wrapt  ^ ;  David  his  fon. 

And  yet  his  Lord  ^ ;  Jacob's  dini  aged  eye 

Bfeholds  his  wifhed  Sbilo  ^ ;  Jeremy^ 

The  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs  ®  ;  Ezeklelj 

His  Kingly  Shepherd  i>;  Ifaiah^  Immanuel^ 

The  Virgin's  Son '°;  wife  Daniel,  while  he  feeki 

He  finds  within  the  compafs  of  his  Weeks  '* 

MeJfiaVs  Birth,  where  Micah*s  Prophecy  ^* 

Before  precifely  fixt  it.     Malachiy 

The  laft  of  all  the  ancient  Prophets,  here 

Of  the  New  Covenant  finds  the  Meflenger  '^, 

Thefe,  and  an  army  more  of  Prophecies^ 

Like  ftars  of  feveral  magnitudes  arife 

From  feveral  periods,  and  then  fix  their  flation^ 

Conjoined  in  one  great  conftellation, 

Juft  over  Bethlehem  with  that  eaftem  ftar. 

And  jointly  fing,  We  here  fulfilled  are. 

Hither  comes  alfo  Mofes,  with  a  train 

Of  types  and  facrifices '%  which  contain 

Shadows  of  that  great  prophet  he  foretold  '^ ; 

This  day  unveils  their  face  and  his,  unfolda 

^  Heb,  xiL  *  Matth.  i.  21.  '  Luke  i.  7S» 

^  Gen.  xii.  S.  ^  Jer.  xxiii.  5.  *  Psalm  ex.  1, 

^  Gen.  xlix.  10.  ®  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  **  Ezek.  xxxiv.  25- 

>^  I^a.  vii.  14.  "  Dan.  ix.  25.  "  Micah  v.  «. 

J*  U^L  iii.  1.  "  Heb.  x.  1.  >^  Dcut.  xviii*  15. 

Their 


Their  Myfteries ;  and  here  with  owe  oonfent 
They  publiih  ali,  Lo  !  this  was  he  we  meant. 
The  blejfed  Angels  *  from  the  Heavens  ckfcerid^ 
The  Prince  of  Heaven's  Birth-day  to  attend ; 
And  clothed  with  Light  and  Glory,  they  beoame 
The  Heralds  thofe  gi^  tidings  to  proclaim 
Unto  the  wdXchixAJbepberds  ' :  forthwith  tbty 
To  Bethlebmiy  as  direfted,  hafte  away. 
And  find  as  they  were  told,  and  every  wiiere^ 
What  they  had  feen  and  fa:eard  they  do  declare. 
And  that  the  Heavens,  as  well  as  Angela,  may 
Contribute  fomewhat  to  this  folemn  day^ 
A  Star  is  bom,  that  never  before  appeared, 
Whofe  courfe  fo  wifely  through  die  air  is  fteercd 
To  Betblebem  %  that  by  it,  as  by  a  thread. 
The  Eafiem  IVyk-mm  thither  juft  arc  led  *  ; 
And  there  it  makes  a  halt,  and  fo  do  they^ 
To  Jacobus  ftar  s  while  they  their  homage  pay* 
When  after  Mary  to  the  temple  went, 
HeY,  and  her  Maker's  firft-born  to  prefent^ 
Thither  by  fecret  Providence  are  brought 
Simeon  and  Anna^  that  of  long  had  fou^ 
For  i/r^:^/'*  confolation  ;  there  they  fee 
The  hope  they  fought,  and  witnefs  this  ia  he« 

r 

Thus  did  our  Lord  no  fooner  land  among 

Us  mortals^  but  immediately  a  throng 

Of  ftrange  and  wonderful  conjunftures  fwarm 

To  this  divine  attraflive,  and  alarm 

The  unexpe6iing  world,  that  he  for  whom 

The  world  was  made,  into  the  world  is  conit* 

A  thing  exceeding  wonder,  therefore  fit 

That  wonders  ihould  atteft  and  publifii  it, 

'  Luke  ii.  9,  15.  •  Luke  ii.  15.  '  Mat.  ii. 

*  Luke  ii.  25.   Col.  i.  15.      *  Num.  xxiv.  47- 
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IX. 

WITHOUT    DATE. 

Rr  ADER^  the  title  of  this  folemn  day. 
And  what  it  doth  import,  doth  bid  thee  flay. 
And  read,  and  wonder.     'Tis  that  Myflery 
That  Angels  gaze  upon ;  Divinity 
Afluming  human  flefti ;  the  Eternal  Son 
Of  the  Eternal  God,  is  Man  become. 
But  why  this  ftrange  aflumption  ?  or  what  ea(J 
Equivalent  could  make  him  to  defccnd 
So  far  beneath  himfelf,  and  equalize 
The  miracle  of  fuch  an  enterprife  ? 
Yet  ftay  and  wonder  !  Undeferved  lov€ 
To  man,  to  finful  man,  did  only  move 
This  (loop  from  Heaven  to  Earth,  and  all  to  win 
And  rcfcue  loft  and  fallen  Man  from  Sin, 
And  Guilt,  and  Death,  and  Hell ;  and  re-inftall 
Him  in  that  happinefs  loft  by  his  fall  5 
And  greater,  everlaftingly  to  dwell 
In  bleflednefs :  So  that  thou  canft  not  tell 
Which  of  the  two  the  greater  wonder  proves. 
Thy  Saviour's  incarnation,  or  his  love. 
But  both  conclude  thou  doft  not  give,  but  pay 
A  debt,  in  the  obfervance  of  this  day, 

X. 

WITHOUT    DATE. 

When  great  events  Qccur,  or  only  fuch 
At  do  concern  ourfelves,  we  think  not  much 
To  print  their  memories  upon  that  day 
Yearly,  wherein  they  happen,  that  it  may 
Become  a  living  hijiory,  and  tell 
To  after-ages  what  long  fince  befell. 
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But  this  great  days  infcription  doth  out  vk> 

And  filenceth  all  other  hiftory  5 

It  bears  the  memory  of  that  great  day 

Wherein,  when  all  mankind  inclofed  lay 

Under  the  curfe  of  God,  the  Eternal  Word 

Did  here  aflume  our  flefli,  and  Nature's  Lord 

Subfcribed  to  Nature's  Laws,  is  born  and  diei 

To  refcue  us,  that  were  his  enemies. 

ImmanueVs  birth,  the  day-fpring  from  on  highj 

Though  glimmering  before  in  prophecy, 

And  fwaddled  up  in  types  fo  many  years, 

Kow  dawns,  and  like  the  morning  doth  appear 

A  new  unheard- of  Hefperiis^  a  Star, 

This  Rifing  Sim  to  ufher,  and  prepare 

Mens  mind  with  wonder,  is  defigned  and  fent 

Into  the  Eaft,  the  Wije^men  faw,  and  went 

To  Bethlehem^  "whtxQ  their  tribute  they  do  pay 

Unto  the  Prince  of  Peace,  who  though  he  lay 

Meanly  unthroned,  yet  Majefty  Divine 

Through  all  thofe  veils  of  poverty  did  fliine* 

And  now,  as  by  the  guidance  of  a  ftar 

The  Eaftern  Wife-men  thus  conduced  arc 

To  JucdVs  Star,  fo  this  great  news  is  fent 

To  meaner  men,  by  means  more  eminent : 

The  birth  of  IfraelU  Shepherd  yet  unknown 

To  fimple  fhepherds  by  an  AngeVs  fliown. 

And  while  the  fliepherds  watch  their  (heep,  the  nighty 

To  entertain  this  news  by  Heaven's  light. 

Is  changed  to  day,  and  a  celeftial  quire 

Of  Heavenly  citizens,  who  no  lefs  admire 

The  news  than  they,  to  ^hom  they  tell  it,  fing 

The  happy  tidings  of  this  new-born  King : 

Glory  to  God  on  high,  on  the  Earth  peace 

To  men,  their  comfort  and  their  hopes  increafc, 

.  And 
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And  ever  bleffed  be  thy  glorious  Name, 
O  thou  Eternal,  that  contrlvedft  this  frame 
Of  wonder,  and  of  love,  to  fend  thy  Son 
Partaker  of  our  nature  to  become. 
That  thy  loft  creatures  may  become  partaker 
By  him  of  Light  and  Glory  with  their  Maker« 

XL 

CHRISTMAS-DAV,    1655. 

The  Angels i  whofe  pure  nature  had  no  fpot 
Of  fin  or  guilt,  and  therefore  needed  not 
An  expiation ;  yet  when  fet  they  were 
The  tidings  of  that  peace  and  joy  to  bear 
Which  this  day  dawned  to  man,  they  fill  the  (ky 
With  acclamations  * :  Glory  to  God  on  high, 
Peace  on  the  Earth,  good  Will  to  Man;  thus  they 
Rejoice  to  fe«  the  fpring  of  others  joy. 
And  (hall  the  Angels  when  the  news  they  bring 
Of  blifs  to  Man,  an  heavenly  Anthem  fing, 
And  Man  be  filent  ?  Man,  for  whofe  only  fake 
Our  blefifed  Lord  did  human  nature  take. 
And  flooped  below  the  Angels,  to  inftall 
And  place  Man  in  a  Hate  Angelical. 
Dear  Lord  !  our  hearts  are  narrow,  let  thy  love 
Fill  and  enlarge  their  compafs,  and  improve 
Their  due  retwrns,  that  as  thy  love's  extent, 
Did  caufe  that  ftrange  and  wonderful  defcent 
Of  Heaven  to  Earth,  fo  it  again  may  raife 
Our  Earth  to  Heaven,  our  Hearts  to  Thee  in  praife. 

XIL 

CHRISTMAS-DAT,    1660. 

The  great  defign,  the  Word  becoming  Man, 
For  Man's  Redemption,  laid  ere  the  world  began 

'  Luk^  ii.  II. 

In 
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Jn  God's  decree,  fo  clofely  was  direded 

Through  many  ages,  that  'twas  fearce  fufpe^ed 

By  the  concerned  world :  and  when  it  came    ' 

To  its  accomplilhment,  even  then  the  fame 

Concealed ;  the  cratch  *  and  infancy. 

And  human  nature  hid  the  Deity. 

But  though  this  lower  world  but  little  thought 

What  gueft  they  had,  the  news  was  quickly  brought 

Unto  the  Court  of  Heaven  ;  the  Angels  take 

The  firft  alarm,  and  ftraight  their  flight  they  make 

Unto  the  drowfy  earth.     The  firft  they  meet 

Were  watching  (hepherds ;  thefe  by  oight  they  greet 

With  thofe  bleft  tidincs,  and  to  folemnize 

The  birth-day  of  their  King,  they  fill  the  fkies 

With  fongs  of  praife.    The  Heavens^  to  bear  a  fliarfe 

In  this  folemnity,  difpat<:h  a  Star 

Into  the  Eaft,  to  let  the  Wife-men  know 

The  Prince  of  Peace  is  born,  and  to  (how 

The  way  unto  that  flation,  where  they  might 

Behold  that  great  and  long-expefbed  (ight. 

And  now  the  World  thus  roused  by  Heaveii,  bcgiffll 

To  take  the  alarm,  and  it  quickly  rings 

With  the  Meffiah's  birth  :  the  SbepberJs  drew 

To  BetbUhem,  find  the  Angels  tidings  true ; 

And  publifhed  it :  the  Wife-men  come  and  fee 

Their  guide's  report  and  conduA  true  to  be. 

And  they  proclaim  it :  then  come  iingSy  and  brings 

And  pay  tribute  to  their  Infaat-King. 

Thus  the  Almighty's  Wifdom  fends  a  train 

Of  wonders  and  remarks  to  entertain 

And  wait  upon  this  greater  wonder ;  crowna 

The  birth-day  of  his  Son  with  what  renown 

The  world  could  contribute,  and  feems  to  fit 

All  circumfiauces,  that  they  render  it 

As  folemn,  fignal,  memorable  as  - 

The  great  importance  of  the  bufinefs  was  : 

]  A  hay  rack.  Whick 
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Which  ehidni  ourfroudand narranv  BeartSi  if  wc 
Shall  ftarve  the  msmory  of  that  which  he 
Strove  to  make  iignal^  Vi(hile  we  think  a  day 
Too  much  to  Xh^tfol/smnitj  to  pay, 

XIIT, 
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What!  the  Meffias  bom  !  and  fliall  vir  ^ii)^ 
Be  thbught  too  much  expeniivenefs  to  pay ' 
To  \h^i  Memorial'^  Siti2\\  zxi  Annwerfi 
Be  kept  with  pftentatiohj  to  rehearfe 
A  mortal  Prince'^  birth-day,  or  repeat 
An  Eighty  eight,  or  Powdei'-Plor&  defeat ; 
:  A  Purimy  or  fome  petty  viftoiy, 
,  Though  with  the  viftor's  lofs  or  infamy  ?   ' 
And  (hall  we  venture  to  exterminate,  '  - 

And  fiarve  at  once  the  memory  and  date 
Of  Chriil  Incarnate,  wherein  fuch  a  (lore 
Of  joy  to  mortal^'lay,  as  ne*er  before 
The  fun  beheld,  a  treafury  of  blifs  5 
The  Birth^day  of  the  Worid  as  well  as  his  ? 
Ungrateful  Man  !  It  was  for  only  thee. 
And  for  thy  reftitution,  that  he 
Did  (loop  to  wear  thy  rags  ;  chofe  a  defcent 
Below  himfelf  and  angels  ;  was  content 
Thus  to  aflume  thy  nature,,  and  thereby 
His  paflGng  love  to  thee  to  magnify; 
And  cand  thou  thus  requite  it,  to  deface  > 

This  day*6  tnfcription  of  it,  or  to  raf^ 
T^e  name  it  b^ars,  that  future  ages  may    i' 
Forget  as^wdl  the  bleffing  as  th«  d^y  ?    ^ 
^     Dear  Lord,  when  to  thy  Honour  rd^eflgn 
To  give  a  day^  'twas  what  bef^^riwatthliie;. 
VOL3  11.  Jt  jj  "        But 
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Ti&M  day  by  ufe  commendable  defign'd 
-  To  bear  this  great  mehioriai,  and  remind 
Forgetful;  moiftab  of  that  benefit    .       .    -:  ^ 
That  was  of  great^  confeqiiience,  doth  yet; 
Find  vartQt^s  ent^ainment :  S(md  tkeiw 
lisfolemn  ufey  w  if  We  might  coafiga  . . 
A  Purim  or  a  feaft  ^  to  celebrate        \ 
Some  viftory,  or'Co  CjOmmemorate 
Some  Prince's  bjiH^-day  y  yet  the'wondpot»  birth 
Of  Him  tbM  wiia  the  Prince  of  Heaven  ai^^^artb, 
Manlcind's  I)eK.v€i?er,  muft  ncgleded.  b^  i'  i 
Without  a  ^ay  |o  bear  its  incmcory,  , 
dibers  tbere  are  th a t : fceiti  for  to  eanfand  .":    j 
For  its  obfervmci  \  highly  to  jirelend  ;  - : 
To, honour  it:;  h\Kl*U^tuiihkuim:i^y'. 
,Riot,  iBklemperancc,  and  vanity;      !.         . 
The  dregs  of  ail  the  year's  exceft-  aW  brougHl    . 
To  this  folemnity,  a&  if  they  thot^ht 
Thoft  fins  that  (tew  Qur  Lord,  the  only  train 
For  his  reception,  m  tp  cantertain 
His  birth-day.    Tfbiis^ihey  inoclc  htm>  and  yet  cry 
Hofannaby  lyfe;  iat  once,  and  icrucify.     . 
Others  againy  >«ith  gmil^  inaooence^ 

Obferve\\i\&.ff^2&y  wd  yfet  ^f«/^«/ ifi^^feyfe 

Of  its  tru/e>  ufe,  but  only  -Qn  tljV  fijQ^oJ    .'^ 
Of  what  their  a w^ieftors  did  dof  Wotfo         ; 
They.tatoe.  the  Quftam  up,  thj^  inakc  gobd.€hfer, 
And;fcaft  anidJ!cft  the  houft.wifh  grcecr^  and  wear 

y^-'c  »  Esth.  hi.  20. 
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Their  beft- apparel,  ireft  froih  work^  anfi.^hey    i  \. 
T^n  think  t'have  kept  it  holiday*;    i    ,i  \    .    .  .^ 
.An3  trulyyo/^w^^w  areinot  anilfti     ^  .1 

To  wekome  fuch  a  feftival  as  tbis.  '^  T 

31ie  great  apd  \yife  Creator,  whett  hijs  hand  .     ,1 
Had  wrought  fome  great  deliverance,  did.coaurf^nd 
That  foiemn  daysis  and  (ign$  %  and.tn0|mtn6nt«>t 
Obvious  to  fienfc^,  fto^ild  be  the  itiftmtrteJitf  :. 
To  j^rqpagaie  their  meniory?,  .that  hi^bt        t 
Be  legible  to  childfeii,  and  invite  i    ,  : 

Their  fearch  into  the  things  they  meant  j  whereby. 
Together  with  the  figns,.  fGe  memory 
And  evidence  of  things  of  note  might  reach 
To  after- times,  and  prove  as  well  as  teach. 
Thefe  ^reai  etcampies  feenk-to  juftif^  ^  r :»  ■  -  : 
Such  unforbiddea  fign»,./ttl  Jtoftify, ;:  r  i.  *.  r  i  * 
Our  faith  andjoy.  Biit  y^t  this  isjfiotrratti 
This  fea^  !^^vjg;\Aii  h\itiii\d9^  cbtefijUfcaUi^ 
For  morc'i:  fevfeofiawfijl  iign^fidono  are  dry>-,: .,,  tf* 
And  eitsp^:Ae;M6i/thi^bitrqvdiy^  T  ;  -  !..  ^  m/v) 
The  mercies  thai Abis  dfty: itnpt}rt%:me^rej  [nl/c  T,  ^ 
Thy.fiefkkisattentidn,,  taadUire  •  -n  '/^  /rf;'!') 
The  greatnefeafthe  wdnd^i:^  anditbekMr  -'.t/  i^iO* 
Thy  God  atthifl  d'iy  flWwiddilihec/ijakovfe.r.  v  -\ 
Thy  expeflatioaot'dlefdrtjithb  tj^nag:'  vjnni  L.n 
Of  air  tiry  ho^e^^anskjci^  ihat  v^hb  it  brragii  i.  > 
MaAitid^^  deliifordnctif  ittibtdf  thee  priifioui'?.  '\'\ 
And  ma^iify!iiidpi«dh|afii9  ai^d.to  riiti  >  t ;  i-l  .7 
TH;  M^eft  graritadd;  ;^/iil  tb^vt^U^rbeftT  .  r.' 

Mercies,  aMldlimiriiliifiiibiM^  ilbry&b^ilH  ri:!  o:ul 
Unto  aniDofireraUfrlfeartfa^oIfi  r.'  y  ; 7  ri/f  i.i  iiirJ 
Thou  haft  a  lUtl^.cabiaef^^njay  makjBL  .  ,,  . 

A  welcome  Newrye^r'sjfg^ft  j  thy  X.or(j^^^y  tajec'? 

^.  Jo|b.  iv.  6,        ?  Deut.  xii.  16.        » E«o4i  »i,  14.  S6, 

«  B  9  This 


;i  -iji  . 


il* .'■  •  [    ''lit 


6Tf  JPocmx  ufdn  ChriJttnas^D^. 

This  little  prefeht  welly  and  in  good  part, 
Becaufe  thy  heft.     Give  to  thy  God  thy  heart  *;  J 
I  mean  thy  Will,  thy  Love,  thy  Truth,  thy  EW, 
Thy  heft  AffefUoas  that  inhabit  there   '    ^*   ' 
|h  that  fmall  cell.    *Tis  true,  thou  giv^ft  noiadre^ 
•  Thta  what  of  right  was  juftFy  his  before ; 
Befides,  thy  heart  is  fouI ;  yet  hfe*ll  accept 
And  Ukc  lit  well ;  'tis  all  he  doth  expefil.         -     ' 
Nor  is  this  guilt  thy  lofs,  he'll  make  it  clcan^ 
Fill  it  with  grace,  and  give  it  thee  agaifi.  • 


J-  »  •  «  • 


-'.*■       JVV-.  >J.'' 


XV. 

"'   ■  •■     '       ■'  )  '  .    "■'    •        ■;:>'  \- 
CHRlSTMAS-bAYa   I(J6l»   '      ' 

Blessed  Hedeetneri  we  do  srie^  tbiarday.>iii 
Of  thy  Nativity,  as  well* we  may,        -'50^;  ^;  ;♦>..' 
With  figDs.of  joy  and  wondcir;  we.do  write  1  ^i-O 
Thy  name^spoh  it,  and  feem  withdelig^J  \/^'^  v. 
To  welcome  its  retufai^-yre  trim  9nd  dreft      = 
Our  houfes  all  witbigreeiisj^and  fetdoifti^'^fr  i  s\.^. 
Joyful  to^ec^eitajnfthe'hapiJy  ndws  lii -'f  r 
Of  thy  defcent  from  Hbaven,,afaan  om:e  ititJcw's  \ 
Did  thy  defeent'fibm  O/iw/j  wc  fing-  'f    >  j  ;  " 
Ho/annas 'h<ad^ihiaR)BitAL^A^  ofloaiiiKing;  .)  v'i  \- 
And  furely  'tis.well  dbn^,;  ibii<)'tis  noitaH;  .  ^  . .  .' 
Chrifijarii^frbni  \)\^t.tUs,JhU^day^ih  cdlR': 
For  fome«rfaat  mdre^luiitliovt  which iatl  iherflrelft  !> 
Will  prove  butemptyxomplimentSiat/befttK:  hn/ 
Thy  LdrdI  ouiftrbe  thy  VAct^  thou  muft  be  bf^ojugbt 
Under  bis  ydbeiaod  rules  rrtbou  muft  bewrQnght:^ 
Into  his  likeiae(krr^£^nftimuffifibnned!lia  ^r./vA^\n 
Firft  in  his  Virgin  Mo(bekHI,)Jhei]iiiiLt8ee.  ;i?,  r  Ju  ' 


rr 


IPoems  upon  Chriftmas-Day.  '■  ^i% 

xvr. 

CHRISTMAS-DAY,    l559« 

* 

But  art  thou  come,  dear  Saviour  ?  liath  thy  love 
Thus  made  thee  (loop,  aod  leave  thy  throne  above* 
The  lofty  Heavens,,  and  thus  thyfelf  to  drefs 
In  duft,  to  vifit  mortals  ?  Could  no  lefsi 
A  condefcenfion  ferve  ?  And,  after  all. 
The  mean  reception  of  a  cratch  and  flail  ! 
Dear  Lord,  Til  fetch  thee  thence,  I  have  a  room  ; 
'Tis  poor,  but  'tjs  my  beft,  if  thou  wilt  come 
Within  fo  fmall  a  cell,  where  L  would  fam 
Mine  and  the  World's  Redeemer  entertain, 
I  mean  my  Heart;  'tis  fluttifli,  I  coufefs; 
And  will  not  mend  thy  lodging,  Lord,  unldls 
Thou  fend  before  thy  harbinger,  I  mean 
Thy  pure  and  purging  Grace,  to  make  itclean^ 
And  fweep  its  tudly  comers ;  then  I'll  try 
To  wa(h  it  alfo  with  a  weeping  eye : 
And  when  'tis  fwept  and  wa(bt,  I  then  will  gOj 
And  with  thy  leave  I'll  fetch  fome  flowery  ih^t  grow 

In  thine  own  garden,  Faith,  and  Love  to  thee  \ 
With .thofer  I'll  drefs  it  up,  and  Oiefe  (hall  be 
My  rofemary  and  bays.    Yet  when  my  befl: 
Is  done,  the. room's  not  fit  for  fuch  a  gueft« 
But  here's  the  cure,  thy  prefence.  Lord,  alone 
Will  make  a  flail  a  court :  a  cratch  a  thrbi^el   . 


i.     :.     XVIL 

WITHOUT  DATE. 


The  Prince  of  Hearenv  ffom  anndft  the  throng 
Of  glorious  Angels,  did  come  down  among 
His  earthly  cottagers,  and  did  enflirine. 
In  veil  of  flefli.  His  Majefty  divine. 

^  Luktt  ii.  7# 
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